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NEW YORK: A lottery ticket sold in Tennessee had the
winning numbers for a $421 million Powerball jackpot,
one of the biggest on record,  officials said after
Saturday’s draw. The winning numbers selected were 17,
19, 21, 37, 44, with the Powerball 16. No one as yet had
stepped forward to claim the prize, which grew in size
since Sept. 17, the last time anyone matched all six num-
bers. The jackpot soared from $403 million to a reported
$420.9 million on Saturday due to a spate of late ticket-
buying. The prize is paid out over 30 years, with the
option of a lump sum payment, which officials said
would add up to about $254.7 million.

The odds of winning the Powerball jackpot are 1 in
292 million. The largest ever US lottery prize of $1.6 bil-
lion was split between three winning tickets in January.
Powerball, one of several games run by the Multi-State
Lottery Association, a non-profit owned and operated by
member states’ lotteries, is played in 44 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin
Islands. Players can either buy $2 tickets using their own
numbers or have them randomly generated by a com-
puter. The Mega Millions lottery, also offered by the asso-
ciation, produced the country’s second-largest-ever
prize, worth $656 million, in a 2012 drawing. For every $1
worth of Powerball sales, half goes to prizes, 40 percent
to state governments for causes such as education, and
10 percent to retailers who sell the tickets and other
administrative costs.  — Reuters

ATLANTA: Donald Trump’s disavowal this
week of white supremacists who have
cheered his election as president hasn’t qui-
eted concerns about the movement’s impact
on his White House or whether more acts of
hate will be carried out in his name.

Members of the self-declared “alt-right”
have exulted over the Nov. 8 results with
public cries of “Hail Trump!” and reprises of
the Nazi salute. The Ku Klux Klan plans to
mark Trump’s victory with a parade next
month in North Carolina. Civil rights advo-
cates have recoiled, citing an uptick in
harassment and incidents of hate crimes
affecting blacks, Jews, Muslims, Latinos, gays,
lesbians and other minority groups since the
vote. The president-elect has drawn repeat-
ed criticism for being slow to offer his con-
demnation of white supremacists. His
strongest denunciation of the movement
has not come voluntarily, only when asked,
and he occasionally trafficked in retweets of
racist social media posts during his cam-
paign.

Further, Trump has named Stephen
Bannon, the conservative media provocateur
who shaped the final months of Trump’s
campaign, as a White House chief strategist
who will work steps from the Oval Office.
Bannon’s appointment has become as a
flashpoint for both sides.

Trump’s detractors and his “alt-right” sup-
porters broadly agree on one thing: It may
not even matter what Trump himself
believes, or how he defines his own ideology,
because his campaign rhetoric has embold-
ened the white identity politics that will help
define his administration. “Those groups
clearly see something and hear something
that causes them to believe he is one who
sympathizes with their voice and their view.
... Donald Trump has to take responsibility for

that,” said Rep. Elijah Cummings of Maryland,
a black Democrat. He was among 169 mem-
bers of Congress who signed a letter oppos-
ing Bannon’s White House appointment.

‘All riding in the same lane’
White nationalist leader Richard Spencer

said he believes Trump, Bannon and the “alt-
right” are “all riding in the same lane.”
Spencer explained that neither Trump nor
Bannon is a movement “identitarian,”
Spencer’s preferred term for his racially driv-
en politics. But Spencer said Trump’s election
validates Spencer’s view that America must
reject multiculturalism and “political correct-
ness” in favor of its white, Christian European
heritage.

Spencer’s group, the National Policy
Institute, drew headlines for their recent
gathering where some attendees mimicked
the Nazi salute as they feted Trump. Spencer
told The Associated Press the salutes were
“ironic exuberance” that “the mainstream
media doesn’t get.” But at the Anti-
Defamation League, which tracks incidents
of anti-Semitism, Oren Segal said it is part of
a disturbing postelection atmosphere tied to
Trump’s 17-month campaign.

Before, Segal said, it wasn’t “surprising” for
the ADL to get calls about a swastika, the
Nazi insignia, defacing public or private
property. “What’s surprising now,” he said,
“are the references to the campaign” in the
incidences. “‘Make American White Again’ ...
‘Go Trump’ with the swastika,” he said. “That is
unique.” Trump was asked about the rash of
incidents during a postelection interview on
CBS’ “60 Minutes.” Trump said he was “sad-
dened,” and he looked into the camera and
said, “Stop it.” But Trump has steadfastly
defended his hiring of Bannon, who previ-
ously led Breitbart News and in July

described it as a “platform for the alt-right” -
just a month before he took the job running
the Republican nominee’s campaign. Jared
Taylor, editor of the white supremacist maga-
zine “American Renaissance,” said Trump
bears some responsibility for his pitched
rhetoric, which included describing Mexican
immigrants as “rapists” at the outset of his
campaign and proposing a ban on all
Muslim immigrants. But Taylor said Trump is
still unfairly maligned as a white supremacist
and racist because he “cares about
Americans already here.” But white suprema-
cist imagery was a common sight at Trump
rallies.  Pepe the frog, a cartoon character
appropriated by the white supremacist
movement on social media, appeared on
dozens of T-shirts and signs. The “Make
America Great Again” motto was seen by
some as a call back to the nation’s simpler,

whiter, past.  While the businessman’s cam-
paign never actively courted votes from the
movement, it did recognize the long-term
fears that some whites feel about immigra-
tion. Taylor insisted, “There’s nothing Ku Klux
Klan about any of this.” But, in fact, Trump
drew Klan backing. 

Trump’s retweets
As part of his prolific Twitter use, he has

retweeted white nationalist accounts and a
famous quote of Benito Mussolini, the 20th
century fascist leader of Italy, saying “It is bet-
ter to live one day as a lion than 100 years as
a sheep.” In February, Trump declined to
repudiate former Klan leader David Duke
during a CNN interview. Afterward, Trump
blamed the move on a faulty earpiece, only
to come back days later and offer an explicit
condemnation. — AP
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SARASOTA, Florida: In this Nov 7, 2016 file photo, Donald Trump arrives to speak at a
campaign rally.—AP

REDDING, California: A section of road along County
Road 17 from the Interstate 5 overpass. Shown on Friday,
Nov 25, 2016, is where Sherry Papini, a 34-year-old wife
and mother was found on Thanksgiving Day. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: A Northern California woman was
chained to an object and had been badly beaten when
found near an interstate three weeks after she disappeared
while jogging, according to a newspaper citing a police-
dispatch recording. The Sacramento Bee reported that it
acquired an audio clip of the exchange between dispatch-
ers and officers in the moments after 34-year-old Sherri
Papini flagged down a passing motorist near Interstate 5.
“CHP is on scene and advised that she is chained to some-
thing,” a radio dispatcher told a responding officer. “CHP is
advising that she is heavily battered.”

Authorities previously said Papini was injured badly
enough to require medical treatment when she was found
before dawn Thursday, but have given no details of her
condition. Calls to California Highway Patrol spokesmen
were not immediately returned Friday night.

Earlier Friday, a family member and law enforcement
said they expected Papini to spend her first few days of
freedom quietly, with family. “We are very, very thankful
and very ecstatic,” sister Sheila Koester, 36, told The
Associated Press by telephone. “It’s the best Thanksgiving
that anyone could ask for.”

‘Very traumatic event’
Speaking separately at a news conference, Koester

declined questions about her sister’s disappearance and
rescue and the ongoing Shasta County criminal investiga-
tion to find those responsible, saying she knew no details.
“Right now she’s been through a very traumatic event, and
needs time with her family,” Koester said.

A motorist spotted Papini before dawn Thursday near
Interstate 5 about 150 miles south of the area where she
had vanished, outside her home near Redding. Shasta
County Sheriff Tom Bosenko told reporters on Thursday
that authorities are looking for two women, armed with a
handgun and driving an SUV, who allegedly released
Papini near the interstate that morning. 

The motorist who spotted Papini called authorities, who
connected the mother of two to her husband by cell-
phone. “She was very emotional to be released and hear
her husband’s voice and then a few hours later to be
reunited with him,” Bosenko told “Good Morning America”
on Friday. Bosenko says Papini, the mother of two children,
was treated and released at a local hospital for unspecified
injuries after her reappearance. The sheriff told reporters
hours after Papini’s rescue that he was withholding some
information he considered sensitive for the sake of the
investigation. “Obviously she was emotional and quite
upset, but elated to be freed, and so we were able to get
some information from her,” Bosenko told “Good Morning
America.” “Then, in the days following this, we will be fol-
lowing up with her.”

The Shasta County sheriff’s department did not respond
to calls and emails from The Associated Press seeking fur-
ther comment Friday. Sandra Oswald, a 29-year-old com-
munity organizer in Redding, had helped run search
groups to look for the missing woman. Oswald is a runner,
like Papini, and said her sudden vanishing hit close to
home. “It was just the biggest blessing, not only for the
family but for the community that’s been trying to find her,”
Oswald said of Papini’s return. “Now, it’s just praying for
them and her recovery.” — AP
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FAIRBANKS, Alaska: Preliminary evidence points to 22-
year-old McKay Hutton as the gunman in a murder-suicide
that left four dead - including an infant - at an Alaska hotel
on Friday, police said in a statement.

A motive is unknown in the deaths of 54-year-old
Linda Hutton, 22-year-old Emily McDonald and 2-month-
old Teagan Hutton, according to a Fairbanks police state-
ment. A single firearm was recovered in the room, said
Fairbanks police public information off icer Yumi
McCulloch in a statement. The make, model and location
are still being withheld, he added. Hotel staff called
Fairbanks police and fire departments to a Hampton Inn
on Friday afternoon. When officers arrived, a man found
crying in a second-floor hallway directed police to a near-
by room, where they found the bodies. — AP
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