
JAKARTA: Indonesian police arrested a
third Islamic State-linked militant yesterday
accused of plotting to bomb the Myanmar
embassy in Jakarta, as anger grows at a vio-
lent military crackdown on Rohingya
Muslims. 

The militants-all from a domestic cell
affiliated with the Syria-based jihadist
group-had amassed enough explosives to
create bombs more powerful than those
used in the 2002 Bali bombings, which
killed 202 people, police say. “They were
helping plan a bomb attack against parlia-
ment, the national police headquarters, the
embassy of Myanmar and several television
stations,” national police spokesman
Rikwanto said in a text message.

Anger is growing in Indonesia and other
parts of Muslim world over what has been
described as the “ethnic cleansing” of
Rohingya in Myanmar’s Rakhine state.
Refugees fleeing into Bangladesh say
Myanmar’s military has been leading a
campaign of rape and murder against the
homeless ethnic group.

Thousands of Muslims rallied in capitals
across Asia on Friday demanding an end to

the violence. In Indonesia, the world’s
largest Muslim-majority country, protesters
urged their government to cut diplomatic
ties with Yangon.

Indonesia’s anti-terror unit Wednesday
nabbed suspected bomb maker Rio Priatna
Wibowo and seized a significant quantity
of high-grade explosives from a laboratory
west of the capital Jakarta. His arrest led to
the capture of two other suspected mili-
tants in different parts of the country,
Rikwanto said yesterday.

Bahrain Agam was detained Saturday
for allegedly purchasing the explosives
while Saiful Bahri was arrested Sunday
accused of helping assemble the bombs,
said Rikwanto, who like many Indonesians
goes by one name.

Indonesian police say it remains unclear
when exactly the militants planned to carry
out their assault, but that they had enough
explosives to detonate a blast more than
double that which leveled nightclubs in
Bali in a fiery inferno. All three were mem-
bers of Jemaah Ansar Daulah, a local
extremist outfit that has sworn allegiance
to IS, Rikwanto said. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: House Democratic Leader
Nancy Pelosi moved Friday to broaden
her leadership team by naming three jun-
ior lawmakers to chair the party’s messag-
ing arm. Pelosi also named two-term
California colleague Eric Swalwell to co-
chair the panel responsible for making
committee assignments.

The announcement comes days
before a leadership election in which
Pelosi is being challenged by Ohio Rep.
Tim Ryan for the party post she has held
since 2002. Pelosi is likely to retain her
post ,  but Fr iday ’s  moves come amid
restiveness in the Democratic caucus,
especially among junior members, after
the elections. “ This team of new and
experienced leaders  is  dedicated to
working with their entire caucus to make
the future better for the American peo-
ple,” Pelosi said in a statement.

The core of Pelosi’s leadership team will
remain in place, including 77-year-old
Democratic Whip Steny Hoyer of Maryland
and South Carolina Rep. Jim Clyburn, 76.
Elderly Democrats also remain atop sever-
al important committees.

Pelosi has named Illinois’ Cheri Bustos,
New York ’s  Hakeem Jeffr ies and
Pennsylvania’s Matt Cartwright to the
Democratic Policy and Communications
Committee, noting they would take a role
in f ighting GOP proposals  to cut
Medicare.  They would replace Rep. Steve
Israel, D-N.Y., who is retiring.

Pelosi also is retaining Rep. Ben Ray
Lujan, D-N.M., as chairman of the cam-
paign and fundraising arm for House
Democrats.  Rep.  John Yarmouth wil l
replace Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., as the
top Democrat  on the  Budget
Committee. — AP
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RAWALAKOT, Pakistan: In this photograph taken on November 21, 2016, Pakistani Kashmiri women wait outside the office of
social worker Nusrat Yousuf to discuss their social issues with her in the women’s market on the outskirts of the town of
Rawalakot, in Pakistani-administered Kashmir. — AFP

RAWALAKOT, Pakistan: A narrow path winds
through Kashmir’s Valley of Pearls towards 13
tin-roofed shops hidden in a rickety row, a
women-only market that doubles as a space for
those seeking help against the violence of
Pakistan’s patriarchy.

The market, in a small village outside the
main city of Rawalakot in a conservative corner

of Pakistani-held Kashmir, began simply as a
place run by women for women. There they
could buy and sell sewing supplies, visit clothing
boutiques or train as beauticians-a welcome
outlet for many struggling with the restraints on
women in the deeply traditional Muslim area.

Social worker Nusrat Yousuf, who works with
victims of domestic violence through the non-

governmental organization (NGO) she heads,
helped persuade a generous landlord to provide
the land to set up the market in 2011.

Women in the area, she says, are forbidden by
their families to work in the main markets in the
area’s towns and cities. “They become frustrated
when they can’t get jobs and spend their lives at
home,” the 48-year-old widow tells AFP. 

The market, from which men were at first
banned, provided a way around conservative
beliefs, making women “economically strong”.
Yousuf describes it as a place  “where they can
visit and freely discuss all their issues-such as
childbirth, menstruation, cooking, and domestic
issues, and we find solutions”.

From talking to fighting 
That increasingly includes how to help

divorced women and victims of domestic vio-
lence lodge complaints with police and fight
their cases in the courts. Women have battled for
their rights for decades in Pakistan. Hundreds
are murdered each year-usually by male rela-
tives-in so-called “honor killings” and disfiguring
acid attacks are still common. Rights groups and
politicians have for years called for tougher laws
to tackle perpetrators of violence against
women in Pakistan.

“Police were not arresting an influential man
who cut off the nose of his wife three months
ago,” she says, describing just one of the cases
she has handled from her office in the market.
“She approached us, and our NGO staged a
protest against police,” Yousuf explains, adding
that she then met with police officials and
lodged a complaint. “Now the culprit is in police
custody. We have hired a female lawyer to fight
the case.” she says.

Razia Bibi, a 35-year-old mother of two whose
husband divorced her five months ago,
described how Yousuf is helping her navigate
the courts to seek alimony from her children’s
father. “I am hopeful that the verdict will be in
my favor,” she says. Yousuf says her NGO, the
Pearl Rural Support Program, which brings 

together women’s organizations in seven
local villages, is also lobbying the government
for a separate desk for women at every police
station, where they can speak to a female officer
“more comfortably”.

Businesswomen 
Yousuf says that,  originally,  men were

banned from entering the market. Now they
can enter-but only in the company of a woman.
The market has made life easier, says customer
Ayesha Bibi. “We had to travel to the main mar-
kets for such things in the past, and we needed
the company of a male family member to go
there,” she explains. 

It is also providing economic opportunity for
those such as computer graduate Sara Rasheed,
whose family refused her permission to work in
any area dominated by men. She convinced
them to allow her to open a beauty parlour and
a garment shop in the market, she says. “I am
earning a good income and saving lots of mon-
ey for my future and family,” she adds proudly.

Khurshid Begum, a 42-year-old widow and
mother of four, opened a tailor’s shop and teach-
es sewing to young girls there. “My business has
flourished... My income has increased,” she says.
“We are trying to make more and more women
skillful in future,” Yousuf says. “I am very happy
that I am achieving my goal.” — AFP
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BUTIG, Philippines: Troops yesterday
fired artillery at positions held by an
Islamic militant faction in the southern
Philippines as more soldiers deployed
against the group, which staged a deadly
bombing in President Rodrigo Duterte’s
home city.

The army is trying to dislodge mem-
bers of the Maute group from an aban-
doned town hall and other positions
they have occupied in Butig, a remote,
mainly Muslim mountain town on
Mindanao island.

Clashes broke out Saturday between
the members of Maute, which claims
allegiance to the Islamic State group, and
the army. Armed forces spokesman
Brigadier General Restituto Padilla, citing
what he called  “intelligence sources”,
said 11 of the militants had been killed
and five wounded.

The bodies of the slain fighters had
not yet been recovered, he said, adding
that two soldiers were wounded.
Reporters in Butig said the military had
obtained photographs of the Maute
group flying the black IS flag over the
occupied building.

They said they themselves were not
close enough to verify this. Another mili-
tary spokesman, Colonel Edgard Arevalo,
said this action was expected. “They
have long been professing allegiance to
the foreign terror group.  This is still part

of the Maute group’s agenda in courting
support and encouraging similar-mind-
ed individuals to support ISIS,” he said in
a statement, referring to another
acronym for IS.

The Maute group is one of several
armed Islamist organizations in
Mindanao which have pledged alle-
giance to Islamic State fighters in Iraq
and Syria. In past fighting with troops,
the group’s members were seen carrying
black IS flags and bandannas bearing the
jihadists’ insignia were found in their
base, the military said.

Three members of the Maute group
were arrested last month, accused of the
September bombing that left 15 people
dead in Davao, Duterte’s home town and
Mindanao’s largest city. Residents of
Butig, which has a population of 17,000,
fled after the old town hall was occupied.

Government forces captured a Maute
training camp in the town in June after a
10-day gunbattle that left four soldiers
and dozens of militants dead, according
to an army account. The Mautes, once
described by the military as a small-time
extortion gang, attacked a remote army
outpost in Butig in February, triggering a
week of fighting that the military said left
six soldiers and 12 militants dead.

The group also beheaded two
employees of a local sawmill in April, the
military has said. —AFP
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RAWALAKOT, Pakistan: In this photograph taken on November 21, 2016, Pakistani Kashmiri
girls stitching cloth during their class in the women’s market on the outskirts of the town of
Rawalakot, in Pakistani-administered Kashmir. — AFP

HAMILTON, New Zealand: An investigation was
under way in New Zealand yesterday to determine
why a chartered fishing boat capsized, claiming at
least seven lives in stormy seas that kept other ves-
sels inshore.

The victims were identified as a group of Pacific
Island friends who regularly fished together, and
the captain of the vessel. “Investigators are working
to establish exactly what happened,” police
Inspector Mark Fergus told reporters.”We will be
assessing whether there is any culpability on the
part of anyone involved.” 

There were 11 people on the boat, The Francie,
when it sank at the entrance to Kaipara Harbour,
north of Auckland, on Saturday afternoon.

Three survivors were rescued and seven bodies
recovered, police said.  Aerial and shoreline search-
es continued for the missing man, who is presumed
dead. Fergus said there were life jackets on board
The Francie but it was not yet known if they were
used. 

The 12-meter Francie went down when trying to
re-enter the harbor in waves of up to four meters.
The coastguard raised the alarm after the vessel

failed to make the expected radio contact when it
crossed the sandbar into the harbor. 

Spokesman Ray Burge told Fairfax Media that
radio logs showed The Francie was the only vessel
to cross the treacherous bar on both Friday and
Saturday. “What I can tell you is that our volunteers
reported four meter swells” in the harbor, Burge
said. A former skipper of The Francie, who now
operates another charter boat, told the New
Zealand Herald conditions were “too rough” to have
gone out on Saturday and he cancelled his sailing. 

“I stayed home, I’m not stupid,” the Herald quot-

ed Rod Bridge as saying. The owner of Kaipara
Cruises told Radio New Zealand the bar could get
very rough and he would not have attempted to
cross it on Saturday. “I can tell just from being on the
land here it would have been horrible down there,
I’d say huge seas, breaking seas, it would have been
not a very nice place to be,” Terry Somers said.

Police Inspector Willi Fanene said the passen-
gers were all of Pacific Island descent from Tonga,
Samoa and the Cook Islands and aged between 31
and 59. It is understood that they chartered the
boat about once a month. — AFP

Probe launched after deaths in New Zealand boat tragedy

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Razak said yesterday that he will “not
necessarily” call a snap election next year,
amid talk that he would seek an early vote as
splits in the opposition have hobbled efforts
to oust him over a long-running financial
scandal. The multi-ethnic Southeast Asian
country is due to hold an election by August
2018, and a government official has told
Reuters that Najib could call for a poll in the
second half of 2017.

But in an interview published in The Star
daily yesterday, Najib, who has led the coun-
try since 2009, suggested he was in no hurry
to call for a vote, and remarked on the current
lack of a “feel good factor” among Malaysians.
“Not necessarily... it can be later,” Najib replied
when asked whether an election could be
called sometime next year. “With today’s eco-
nomic situation, it’s going to be a challenge
because you don’t see the world economy on
a rising trend. It’s going to be much more the
same next year, as the year before,” Najib said.

Najib has been battling calls to step down
over a scandal involving state fund
1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB). The
US Justice Department filed lawsuits in July
alleging misappropriation of over $3.5 bil-
lion from the fund and that some of those
flowed into the accounts of “Malaysian
Official 1”, whom US and Malaysian officials
have identified as Najib.

Denied wrongdoing 
Najib has denied wrongdoing and has

consolidated power by sacking critics within
his ruling party and cracking down on dis-
sent. His fiercest critic is former premier
Mahathir Mohamad, who is over 90 years
old. Mahathir joined hands with Najib’s
sacked former deputy Muhyiddin Yassin to
form a new party. But the main Islamist par-
ty’s failure to join efforts by other opposi-
tion parties campaigning against Najib, has
made it hard for them to whip up more sup-
port among ethnic Malays.

Anwar Ibrahim, the most charismatic
opposition leader, is serving a five-year sen-
tence on sodomy charges that supporters
and many observers believe were politically
motivated. Looking ahead, Najib said he
expected some recovery in oil and gas rev-
enues to help the national mood. “After that I
think that the price of oil will likely be at a
slightly higher level, not at the all time high,
but something between $60 to $70 per bar-
rel, will be a comfortable level for us,” he said.

The Malaysian economy has been hit
hard by the slide in oil prices. A recent
slump in the ringgit currency to a near 14-
month low has also raised concerns. In the
interview with The Star, Najib also said a free
trade deal for the Asia Pacific region was
important to create jobs, investment and
wealth. — Reuters

Najib cools snap election talk as

Malaysia lacks ‘feel good factor’ 

WASHINGTON: In this Nov 17, 2016 file photo, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
of Calif. speaks at a news conference on Capitol Hill. — AP


