
BERLIN: Bundesliga champions Bayern Munich said yesterday they had
extended Franck Ribery’s contract by another year to June 2018, giving the
Frenchman an 11th season with the German giants. “Six German
championship titles, five cup triumphs, the Champions
League, the FIFA Club World Cup, the UEFA Supercup:
Bayern’s biggest triumphs in the last few years are close-
ly linked with Franck Ribery,” said Bayern chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge in a statement. “He’s both a key
player and a crowd-pleaser, so we’re happy we’ve
extended the contract with Franck by another year.”
Ribery, 33, joined Bayern from Olympique Marseille in
2007. Since then he has played 333 games for the club,
scoring 108 goals and setting up another 164. Ribery
said he is “looking forward to many more
beautiful moments together with the FC
Bayern fans, and I want to play my part in
the team’s success in the next one and a
half years.” The winger’s new contract
will run to June 30, 2018. —AFP
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TOKYO: An International Olympic Committee (IOC) official said
yesterday that detailed options for moving some Tokyo 2020
venues will be presented this week at a key four-party meeting.
Tokyo is eyeing ways to save money after warnings that skyrock-
eting costs could hit an eye-watering $30 billion-four times the
initial estimate and almost triple that of the 2012 London
Olympics. Options include relocating venues for canoeing and
rowing as well as volleyball, and scaling back plans for a new
swimming venue. “We certainly have made a lot of progress in
terms of acquiring more information for each of the options,”
Christophe Dubi, IOC executive director, told reporters. “But the
final decisions will be made by the four political leaders.” Dubi
spoke after a technical meeting of officials from the IOC, the
Tokyo 2020 organising committee, the Tokyo metropolitan gov-
ernment and the central government. The officials were prepar-
ing for a top-level gathering on Tuesday at which the detailed
options will be presented for consideration. Tokyo Governor
Yuriko Koike and IOC chief Thomas Bach agreed last month to
set up the working group to try to control costs. —AFP

Tokyo 2020 venue options 

to be discussed this week

NEW YORK: UFC’s first dual division champion Conor McGregor has relin-
quished his featherweight title with Jose Aldo replacing the Irishman as the cat-
egory’s undisputed champion, officials said on Saturday. The move was trig-
gered by a sequence of events that followed light-heavyweight champion

Daniel Cormier ’s withdrawal from his scheduled title
defence against Anthony Johnson at UFC 206 on Dec 10

due to injury. McGregor, who knocked out Eddie Alvarez
this month to claim the lightweight crown and become

the first fighter in the promotion’s history to hold two
UFC belts simultaneously, had previously said he did
not want to give up either title. He won the feather-

weight crown by defeating Brazilian Aldo in 13 sec-
onds at UFC 194 last December. In order to keep a title

bout on the UFC 206 card, officials asked McGregor
to relinquish his featherweight title so Max

Holloway and Anthony Pettis could fight
for the interim UFC featherweight

championship. — Reuters
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MELBOURNE:  Thorbjorn Olesen and Soren
Kjeldsen proved the perfect blend of flamboyant
youth and wily experience as they completed a
shock triumph for Denmark at the World Cup of
Golf in Melbourne yesterday.

The pair displayed tremendous poise under
pressure to hold off their challengers by four
strokes to accomplish the biggest feat in
Denmark’s golfing history in the strokeplay team
competition.

Denmark turned into the back nine at
Kingston Heath with their four-shot overnight
lead cut to just one, as a host of countries-
including joint runners-up China, France and the
US-queued up and waited for a stumble that
never materialised.

The enigmatic 26-year-old Olesen and his
veteran 41-year-old partner Kjeldsen instead
played flawless fourball (better ball) golf as they
made six birdies on the back nine to finish with a
six-under 66 and a 20-under par total of 268 to
win by four strokes for their first ever World Cup
triumph. 

When Olesen secured the historic trophy with
a birdie on the 18th, he raised his fist to the
crowd before embracing his team-mate
Kjeldsen, who was playing in his sixth World
Cup. “We both came in good form this week and
then we’ve just gelled so well,” Kjeldsen said
before the pair hoisted the giant World Cup tro-
phy. “We’ve had an incredible week here in
Melbourne, and I think a friendship has been
built as well.” The US$8 million event featured
two-man teams from 28 countries and repre-
sented the biggest victory of each player’s
career, with world number 50 Kjeldsen and 70th-
ranked Olesen both having won four times on
the European Tour.

“It’s been amazing, I love Australia. I have won
in Perth also, so I don’t know what it is about
Australia,” Olesen said after seeing off the vhal-
lenge of joint runners-up France, China and the
US. A nine-under round of 63 from Victor
Dubuisson and Romain Langasque ensured
France their highest finish in a World Cup, while
a 65 from Wu Ashun and Li Haotong meant
China came in on the same 16-under 272 mark
as did the US team of Rickie Fowler and Jimmy
Walker who carded a closing 66.

It was a big week for the Chinese, particularly
21-year-old Li, who followed up his 23rd place
finish in the European Tour’s Race to Dubai
standings a week ago with a brilliant individual
performance yesterday.

A key moment came at the difficult par-
three 15th hole after Kjeldsen found a  bunker
and Olesen, under pressure, struck his tee hot
gloriously to 10 feet and holed the birdie putt
to give Denmark a three-shot cushion with
three holes to play. The duo were already
boosted by Friday’s incredible round of 60
which had placed them four shots better than
any other team on the day. Swedish duo Alex
Noren and David Lingmerth finished in style
with a 10-under par round of 62 that included
six birdies on the back nine, to propel them to a
fifth-place finish. —AFP

MELBOURNE: Denmark’s Soren Kjeldsen, left, and partner Thorbjorn Olesen hold miniature replica’s of their trophy after winning the World Cup
of Golf at Kingston Heath in Melbourne, Australia, yesterday. — AP 
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PARIS: Even the most cynical of observer
would have bet on a chink appearing in the
armour after New Zealand lost the likes of
talismanic captain Richie McCaw and goal-
kicking playmaker par excellence Dan
Carter. No such luck as Beauden Barrett
stepped into Carter’s shoes in a blink and
McCaw’s absence was mitigated by the
presence of Kieran Read and Jerome Kaino,
with a number of younger forwards quickly
bloodied around the veteran backrowers.

After winning a second successive World
Cup in October last year, the All Blacks
embarked on a winning run of 18 matches,
a streak broken when they went down 40-
29 to Ireland in Chicago earlier this month.

It proved to be their sole loss in the cal-
endar year. Thirteen victories were notched
up in total, and the Rugby Championship
title claimed with two rounds to play.

The final win of the year came on
Saturday, a 24-19 victory over a feisty
France team that threw everything at New
Zealand without really ever threatening to
come close to an upset. But a marked
improvement from the 62-13 World Cup
quarter-final mauling the Tricolors received
last year. “It was a great Test match and
both teams contributed to the crowd
enjoying it. It felt like the old French rugby
team. They wanted to run the ball at every
opportunity,” said All Blacks coach Steve
Hansen. “They should be very happy with
the progress they’re making, but at the
same time I’m also very happy with our
own team. “We lost over 800 caps and
some real legends of the game after the
Rugby World Cup. “To come out and do
what we’ve done this year, lose just the one
match, play some good rugby at times, to
stand up under pressure late in the season
when fatigue is a big factor, I’m very proud
of our team. “This time of year is a tough
time - we went around the world twice in
nine weeks, nine time changes in seven
games, so the boys did well.”

While the All Blacks go on a well-

deserved holiday, Hansen had a warning
for potential rivals. “We’re a young group.
There are 20 players who weren’t at last
year’s World Cup. There are 11 new All
Blacks and not too many of them have
played against northern hemisphere
teams,” he said.

ALL BLACK WARNING 
“Every opportunity we’ve had we’ve

used the young guys and tried to build
them. “We’ll go away and enjoy the break
and come back a better team for these four
weeks.” France coach Guy Noves said it was
now the moment to digest what the
November games had thrown up (a 52-8
win over Samoa followed by a 25-23 loss to
Australia and then the defeat by New
Zealand) before tackling preparations for
the Six Nations.

“We lost twice by small margins and we
created lots of chances for ourselves, we
crossed the field several times with move-
ments which I l ike,” said the former
Toulouse coach, praising his team for
upping the physical contest.

“The New Zealanders were superior to
us but I don’t think they had too much of a
laugh!” Noves added: “It’s obvious we can’t
wait to win, as soon as possible. Our next
match is in England (in the Six Nations).

“We’ll  have played the best three
nations in the world in three matches. If the
result doesn’t please us, I feel nevertheless
that a team is in the process of being
hatched because it’s only a few months
that we’ve been working together.

“But it’s a team which believes in itself,
which employs gameplans that suit me
even if some were naive against New
Zealand. “We’re disappointed to have lost
but we’ve just played two of the biggest
nations in the world. And our youngsters
were not only a match for them but put
them in difficulty. “There’ll be sunnier days
than tonight.” — AFP
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after annus mirabilis

PARIS: France’s centre Wesley Fofana (2nd R) is tackled by New Zealand’s winger
Julian Savea (C) during the rugby union Test match between France and New Zealand
on Saturday, at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, near Paris.  — AFP 

Coetzee ready for sack 

after Boks’ horror year
CARDIFF: South Africa coach Allister
Coetzee accepted the sack was a real possi-
bility after overseeing a woeful 2016 for the
Springboks. But he insisted he alone was
not responsible for a desperate run of
results that culminated with Saturday’s 27-
13 defeat by Wales in Cardiff.

It was South Africa’s eighth Test loss of
2016 — the most they had ever suffered in
a calendar year-with the season yielding
just four wins from 12 full internationals.

On the way they suffered their heaviest
home defeat of all time, going down 57-15
to world champions New Zealand in
Durban in October, while last week’s 20-18
reverse in Florence was their first loss to
Italy. Although Coetzee was appointed on a
four-year contract after succeeding
Heyneke Meyer following last year’s World
Cup, it is hard to see how he will remain in
post for much longer.

“I don’t fear anything, to be honest,” said
Coetzee. “Collectively, we’ve got to under-
stand that it’s not just one person that can
take responsibility for that. “If I’m solely
held responsible for that, then I will walk
away.” Former Springboks coach Nick
Mallett said better national coaches than
Coetzee had been fired. 

“I  feel dreadfully sorry for Allister
because he is a decent guy, but better
Springboks coaches than him have been

fired,” said Mallett,  an influential and
respected TV analyst.

Meanwhile outgoing Springbok captain
Adriaan Strauss promised he would be
“ruthless with the truth”. The hooker, who
had already announced his international
retirement, bowed out of Test rugby
against Wales.

“I’m not here for a ‘pity party ’, I  am
responsible,” Strauss told reporters.

“I did everything I could this year,” added
Strauss, thrust into the leadership after the
retirements of Jean de Villiers, Fourie du
Preez and Victor Matfield following a 2015
World Cup where the Springboks came
third. “I made a lot of mistakes, I knew I
would. But in every situation I put the
Springboks first and really gave it my all.”

Minutes after the final whistle, SA Rugby
president Mark Alexander announced
plans for a wide-ranging review, where the
“number one priority is a turnaround strat-
egy for the Springbok team”.

The 65-times capped Strauss responded
by saying: “I will be ruthless with the truth...
When I get my opportunity at the right
places I will make honest contributions.”

Coetzee, paying tribute to Strauss, said:
“The big thing for me is that there wouldn’t
have been any other captain currently play-
ing in South Africa that could have handled
the pressure he has handled.”— AFP

ABU DHABI: As the Formula One season draws
to an end with its final race of the year in the Yas
Marina Circuit, Mercedes-Benz Cars Middle East
hosted an exclusive event with the MERCEDES
AMG PETRONAS FORMULA ONE reigning cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton. The event unleashed
Mercedes-AMG’s most powerful beast yet: the
all-new Mercedes-AMG GT R. Also known as the
Beast of the Green Hell, the powerhouse car
remained captive in a wooden cage on Zaya
Nurai Island, Abu Dhabi until it was released
before assembled guests by its true racing mas-
ter: Lewis Hamilton.

“We are delighted to be welcoming Lewis
Hamilton back here in the very same venue
where we launched the A 45 4MATIC Champions
Edition last year. We are here this time with an
even bigger force - a powerful beast that was
made for the most challenging racetracks of the
world. The GT R combines the driving dynamics
of our AMG GT3 racing car with the everyday
practicality of the AMG GT. It’s a true technical
marvel that deserves its moniker as the Beast of
the Green Hell, and there’s no one better than
Lewis to release it,” commented Lennart Mueller-
Teut, Head of Marketing & Communications,
Mercedes-Benz Cars Middle East. 

From the world’s most demanding racetrack
directly onto the road: Never before has
Mercedes-AMG packed so much motorsport
technology into a production vehicle. The front-
mid-engine concept with transaxle, the twin-tur-
bo V-8 engine rated at 430 kW/585 hp, the exten-
sively modified suspension, the new aerodynam-
ics and the intelligent lightweight construction
laid the foundations for an especially dynamic
driving experience. Even from afar, the exclusive
“AMG green hell magno” special paintwork
leaves no doubt as to the sports car’s origin, hav-
ing spent most of its development time in the

“Green Hell” of the Nurburgring racetrack. 
Aerodynamics engineers and designers

worked intensively to create a flawless balance
between the classy serenity of Mercedes and the
thrilling, energetic genes of the AMG brand.
Form follows function, and function supports
form: All elements of the GT R possess an inher-
ent technical benefit and contribute to enhanc-
ing driving dynamics. Aerodynamics experts
managed to make the designers’ ambitious aspi-
rations a reality.  Lewis Hamilton is currently in
the UAE capital to defend his Grand Prix
Championship title for the fourth time. The Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix sees 13 teams and 22 drivers
compete in the final of the 21 Grand Prix races
for both the World Drivers’ and Constructors’
Championships. Mercedes-AMG currently domi-
nates the Championship, with Nico Rosberg in
the lead followed by Lewis Hamilton.

“We wish Lewis and Nico all the best in this
final race. This has been yet another exciting F1
season, thanks to the strength, skill and passion
of the entire Mercedes-AMG team,” said Mueller-
Teut.  The MERCEDES AMG PETRONAS FORMULA
ONE team is competing at Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
from 25-27 November 2016 in Yas Marina Circuit.

Mercedes-AMG GT R takes 

Abu Dhabi by storm

Lewis Hamilton

Mercedes-AMG GT R takes Abu Dhabi by storm.


