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LAS VEGAS: Ukraine’s Vasyl
Lomachenko retained his super feather-
weight title with a seven round demoli-
tion Saturday of Jamaican Nicholas
Walters, whose corner threw in the towel
in betweens rounds telling the referee
“no mas.” The two-time Olympic gold
medal winner Lomachenko registered
the biggest victory of his career in
dynamic fashion as it was the second
defense of his World Boxing
Organization title and just his eighth
professional fight.

“He just stood there in one place
which made it easy for me,” Lomachenko
said of Walters.

He dominated the previously unbeat-
en Walters from the opening bell, scor-
ing at will by landing hard punches in
the final round of the beatdown at the
Cosmopolitan in Las Vegas.

Walters’ face showed signs of the
punishment, but it appeared that he
could have continued if he chose to.

Before the start of the eighth round
Walters shot out of his corner and told

referee Tony Weeks, “I don’t want to con-
tinue.” The way the fight ended was rem-
iniscent of the historic 1980 rematch
between Panamanian Roberto Duran
and American Sugar Ray Leonard, when
Duran quit in the eighth round famously
telling the referee “no mas” (“no more”).

This time it was Walters’ Panamanian
trainer Celso Chavez uttering the words
to Weeks. It was an embarrassing first
defeat for Walters, as his decision to quit
in the middle of the fight dropped his
record to 26-1-1 with 21 knockouts.

Walters blamed his poor performance
on taking a year off between fights. “It
wasn’t about quitting,” he said. “In the
last round he caught me with good
shots. I was hanging on just to survive. It
would be stupid to come out after the
last round.” With his victory Lomachenko
- who compiled an amateur record of
396-1 with Olympic gold medals in 2008
and 2012 - is now 7-1 as a professional.

Lomachenko captured his first world
title in June of 2014, dominating former
US Olympian Gary Russell to win his in

his third pro bout. He matched Saensak
Muangsurin’s record for fewest fights
needed to win a world championship.

The only blemish on his pro record
was a loss to Mexico’s Orlando Salido in
Lomachenko’s second professional fight,
when the vacant WBO featherweight
title on the line. Lomachenko said after
the bout that he next wants to fight WBC
super featherweight champion
Francisco Vargas. Manny Pacquiao has
also been mentioned as a possible
future opponent. —AFP

Signature win for Lomachenko after Walters quits

LOS ANGELES: Chicago Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane, left, scores a goal past Los Angeles Kings defenseman Derek Forbort, center, and
goalie Peter Budaj, right, during the first period of an NHL hockey game Saturday, in Los Angeles. — AP

Carter’s OT goal puts Kings past

Hawks 2-1 for fifth straight win
LOS ANGELES: Jeff Carter scored his 10th goal
of the season as the Los Angeles Kings beat the
Chicago Blackhawks 2-1 in overtime on
Saturday night for their season-best fifth con-
secutive victory. Alec Martinez scored and Peter
Budaj stopped 18 shots for the Kings, who per-
severed through a back-and-forth game
between Western Conference contenders for
their third straight win over Chicago at Staples
Center. After Los Angeles failed to score on a
power play stretching into overtime, Carter fired
a wrist shot past Scott Darling for his fifth goal
in five games. Carter also had an early assist,
giving him 19 points in 22 games. Patrick Kane
scored and Darling stopped 27 shots in his first
loss for the Blackhawks, who finished their sev-
en-game circus road trip at 3-3-1.

DUCKS 3, SHARKS 2
Ryan Getzlaf had a goal and an assist as the

Ducks snapped a three-game skid. Ryan Garbutt
and Rickard Rakell also scored for Anaheim and
Jonathon Bernier had 23 saves. Getlaf gave the
Ducks the lead for good at 12:59 of the second.
With Justin Braun in the box for elbowing Corey
Perry, Getlaf beat Martin Jones for just his sec-
ond goal of the season. Logan Couture and
Dylan DeMelo scored for San Jose while Jones
had 23 saves.

CANADIENS 2, RED WINGS 1
Alex Galchenyuk scored at 3:37 of overtime

as the NHL-leading Montreal Canadiens beat
the Detroit Red Wings 2-1 on Saturday. Brendan
Gallagher also scored to help Montreal improve
to 16-4-2. Carey Price stopped 32 shots. Justin
Abdelkader scored for Detroit and Petr Mrazek
made 22 saves.

PENGUINS 4, DEVILS 3, SO
Sidney Crosby tied it with 14 seconds left in

regulation then Kris Letang scored the only goal
in a shootout to lift Pittsburgh past New Jersey.
Penguins rookie Jake Guentzel picked up his
third goal in six days and Tom Kuhnhackl also
scored. Evgeni Malkin had three assists while
extending his points streak to eight games.
Mike Cammalleri scored twice and Vernon
Fiddler added a goal for New Jersey.

BLUES 4, WILD 3, SO
Jaden Schwartz had two goals in the third

period and David Perron scored the only goal in
a shootout as St. Louis beat Minnesota Wild 4-3.
Paul Stastny also scored while Jake Allen
stopped 28 shots and all  four shootout
attempts. Minnesota’s Charlie Coyle tied it at 3
with 1:08 left in regulation after the Wild pulled
goalie Devan Dubnyk for an extra attacker. Erik
Haula and Mikko Koivu also scored for the Wild.

CANUCKS 3, AVALANCHE 2, SO
Jacob Markstrom had 32 saves and made

three consecutive stops in a shootout to help
Vancouver get the win. Markstrom denied
Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen and Matt
Duchene in  the t iebreaker,  and Markus
Granlund converted his shootout opportunity
for the Canucks. Loui Eriksson and Alexandre
Burrows scored for Vancouver, while Mikhail
Grigorenko and Jarome Iginla scored for the
Avs.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, CAPITALS 2
Mitch Marner set up a pair of goals and

Auston Matthews scored for the second straight
game as Toronto beat Washington to end a

three-game losing streak. Marner set up goals
from Matt Martin and James van Riemsdyk and
Matthews scored his first goal at home in more
than a month. Nazem Kadri added his ninth
goal of the season. Nicklas Backstrom and
Marcus Johansson scored and Braden Holtby
made 37 saves for Washington. 

PANTHERS 2, BLUE JACKETS 1, SO
Aleksander Barkov scored the shootout win-

ner to lift Florida past Columbus. Barkov back-
handed the puck high over Sergei Bobrovsky for
the only goal in the tiebreaker. Florida’s Roberto

Luongo stopped all  three shots he faced.
Jaromir Jagr scored his 752nd career goal for
the Panthers and Luongo made 36 saves.
Brandon Saad scored for the Blue Jackets and
Bobrovsky stopped 22 shots.

SENATORS 2, HURRICANES 1
Kyle Turris scored his team-leading 10th goal

to help Ottawa beat Carolina. Turris broke a tie
with 3:32 left, beating goalie Cam Ward high to
the stick side. Dion Phaneuf also scored and
Craig Anderson made 32 saves. Sebastian Aho
scored for Carolina.—AP

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 14 6 3 66 59 31
St. Louis 12 7 3 58 60 27
Minnesota 11 7 3 58 42 25
Nashville 10 7 3 60 51 23
Dallas 9 8 5 57 72 23
Winnipeg 9 12 2 60 70 20
Colorado 9 10 1 44 58 19

Pacific Division
Edmonton 12 8 2 67 57 26
San Jose 12 9 1 52 48 25
Los Angeles 12 9 1 57 54 25
Anaheim 10 8 4 57 54 24
Calgary 10 12 1 53 70 21
Vancouver 9 11 2 49 66 20
Arizona 7 10 2 48 62 16

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 16 4 2 67 48 34

Ottawa 13 7 1 49 51 27
Tampa Bay 13 8 1 69 56 27
Florida 11 9 1 55 55 23
Boston 11 10 0 49 49 22
Toronto 9 8 4 66 69 22
Detroit 10 10 2 54 58 22
Buffalo 7 9 5 39 53 19

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 15 6 1 85 55 31
Pittsburgh 13 6 3 66 65 29
Washington 13 6 2 57 48 28
Columbus 11 5 4 62 47 26
New Jersey 10 6 5 53 55 25
Philadelphia 9 10 3 69 75 21
Carolina 8 8 4 49 54 20
NY Islanders 6 10 4 49 63 16
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL Results/Standings
Toronto 4, Washington 2; Ottawa 2, Carolina 1; Montreal 2, Detroit 1 (OT); Florida 2, Columbus 1 (SO); Pittsburgh 4,
New Jersey 3 (SO); St. Louis 4, Minnesota 3 (SO); Vancouver 3, Colorado 2 (SO); Los Angeles 2, Chicago 1 (OT);
Anaheim 3, San Jose 2.

HONG KONG:  World number three Tai Tzu-
ying won the women’s singles at the Hong
Kong Open yesterday, dashing P.V. Sindhu’s
hopes of back-to-back superseries titles
and avenging her loss to the Olympic silver
medallist in Rio.

Sindhu, fresh from capturing the China
Open in Fuzhou last week, looked hesitant
as she struggled to match the pace of the
Taiwanese player, who unleashed a mix of
well-timed lobs and drop shots in her 21-
15, 21-17 victory. 

“It was a good game overall, but it was
her day,” said Sindhu, who downplayed
suggestions her win at Fuzhou had left her
drained in Hong Kong.  “I’ll go back and
train hard.” 

Tai cruised through the first game with
relative ease, remaining cool as she con-
trolled the contest’s tempo and placement
of the shuttlecock. Sindhu rallied in the sec-
ond but was unable to establish a rhythm
as Tai pulled away in the latter half of the
game.  The 22-year-old was patient during
longer rallies, with her opponent strug-
gling to reach shots and keep the shuttle-
cock in play. 

“I like to be easy during my matches. I
don’t like to put too much pressure on
myself,” said Tai, who booked her ticket to
the final a day earlier by beating Rio gold
medallist Carolina Marin.  

Tai’s triumph in the Hong Kong Open
marked her second superseries win of the
season after clinching the Indonesia Open
title in June.  She said her eyes were now
firmly set on finishing the season on top at

the tour final in Dubai, a tournament she
won in 2014.

On the men’s side, Hong Kong’s Angus
Ng nabbed his first superseries title after
battling through a tough three-game scrap
with India’s Sameer Verma in front of a
packed house. 

The hometown favourite put on an
aggressive display early with repeated
whipping overheads and down-the-line
winners, chalking up a 21-14 win in the first
game.  But the 43rd ranked Verma fought
back with the relentless hustle of an under-
dog with nothing to lose in the second, as
Ng appeared to falter under the pressure. 

The 14th ranked Ng later regained com-
posure in the third as his opponent strug-
gled with unforced errors and lengthy ral-
lies at the net that saw Verma grow visibly
frustrated. 

“In the third game I just forgot about
what happened in the second,” Ng told
reporters after the 21-14, 10-21, 21-11 win.
The Hong Kong native rounded out his
maiden superseries victory by uncorking
leaping overheads coupled with dropshots,
falling to his knees to celebrate after Verma
whiffed the match point as thousands
roared in approval. 

“When I was younger I wished I could
play in the finals of the Hong Kong Open in
the future,” said the 22-year-old Ng. 

Verma, a relative unknown in the bad-
minton world stayed humble following his
improbable run. “I was a little bit nervous,”
said Verma. “I didn’t expect to reach the
finals.” — AFP

Tai overpowers Sindhu 

in Hong Kong Open final

HONG KONG: Winner Tai Tzu-ying of Taiwan (R) poses with second-placed P.V. Sindhu
of India after the  women’s singles final at the Hong Kong Open badminton tourna-
ment in Hong Kong yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Olympic silver medallists Tessa Virtue
and Scott Moir won the NHK Trophy ice-
dance title yesterday, bagging a world record
score with their dazzling performance. The
duo skated to the crown with a combined
195.84 points, earning a standing ovation at
the Makomanai Ice Arena in the northern
Japan city of Sapporo.

The score eclipsed the previous record of
195.52, which brought gold to the American
duo of Meryl Davis and Charlie White in the
2014 Sochi Olympics. It was “a huge task” for
the Canadian dancers to compete against a
field that included the French world champi-
ons, Moir said. “They inspired us every day...
Luckily we’re able to just focus on our job and
compete like we trained,” he said.

The world record marked a stunning
return to competition for a couple who had
been off the circuit since taking the silver
medal at Sochi two years ago. Virtue said they
had missed competing and the structure of
training. “We missed pushing ourselves, so
we’re so pleased to be in this position to
make art and create material that we’re proud

of. “We just can’t wait to get home and build
this programme even more,” she said.

Virtue said the duo would try to keep up
the momentum towards the 2018 Winter
Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea.

Two-time world and European champions
Gabriella Papadakis and Guillaume Cizeron of
France finished second, with Italian veterans
Anna Cappellini and Luca Lanotte coming
third. The French ice dancers, we well as
Canada’s Moir and Virtue, qualify for the
Grand Prix Final in Marseille, France, on
December 8-11.

In the men’s competition, Japan’s reigning
Olympic champion Yuzuru Hanyu retained his
NHK Trophy title on Saturday, moving into
high gear as he aims for a record fourth
straight triumph in the Grand Prix Final. In the
women’s competition, World bronze medallist
Anna Pogorilaya of Russia won the trophy,
while two-time and reigning world champi-
ons Meagan Duhamel/Eric Radford of Canada
triumphed in the pairs component. The NHK
Trophy is the last of six events in the ISU
Grand Prix of Figure Skating series.—AFP

Canadian pair win NHK 

Trophy with record

SAPPORO: Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir of Canada perform during the ice dance event at
the NHK Trophy figure skating competition in Sapporo, northern Japan, yesterday.  —AP

SUNRISE: Jonathan Marchessault #81 of the Florida Panthers is unable to score against goal-
tender Sergei Bobrovsky #72 of the Columbus Blue Jackets during the overtime period at the
BB&T Center on Saturday in Sunrise, Florida. The Panthers defeated the Blue Jackets 2-1 in a
shoot out. — AFP


