
S PORTS
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2016

England 1st innings (overnight 268-8; A. Rashid 4
not out, G. Batty 0 not out)
A. Cook c Patel b Ashwin 27
H. Hameed c Rahane b U. Yadav 9
J. Root lbw b J. Yadav 15
M. Ali c Vijay b Shami 16
J. Bairstow lbw b J. Yadav 89
B. Stokes st Patel b Jadeja 29
J. Buttler c Kohli b Jadeja 43
C. Woakes b U. Yadav 25
A. Rashid c Patel b Shami 4
G. Batty lbw b Shami 1
J. Anderson not out 13
Extras (b8, lb3, nb1) 12  
Total (all out, 93.5 overs) 283
Fall of wickets: 1-32 (Hameed), 2-51 (Root), 3-51
(Cook), 4-87 (Ali), 5-144 (Stokes), 6-213 (Buttler), 7-
258, 8-268 (Bairstow), 8-266 (Woakes), 9-268
(Rashid), 10-283 (Batty)
Bowling: Shami 21.5-5-63-3, U. Yadav 16-4-58-2, J.

Yadav 15-5-49-2, Ashwin 18-1-43-1, Jadeja 23-4-
59-2 (1nb)

India 1st innings:
M. Vijay c Bairstow b Stokes 12
P. Patel lbw b Rashid 42
C. Pujara c Woakes b Rashid 51
V. Kohli c Bairstow b Stokes 62
A. Rahane lbw b Rashid 0
K. Nair run out (Buttler) 4
R. Ashwin not out 57
R. Jadeja not out 31
Extras (b 8, lb 3, nb 1) 12                 
Total (6 wickets, 84 overs) 271
Fall of wickets: 1-39 (Vijay), 2-73 (Patel), 3-148
(Pujara), 4-152 (Rahane), 5-156 (Nair), 6-204 (Kohli)
Bowling: Anderson 16-3-36-0, Woakes 15-5-47-0,
Ali 9-1-19-0 (nb1), Rashid 24-4-81-3, Stokes 15-2-
48-2, Batty 5-0-29-0.
To bat: J. Yadav, M. Shami, U. Yadav

SCOREBOARD 
MOHALI, India: Scoreboard at stumps on the second day of the third cricket Test between India and
England in Mohali yesterday. BULAWAYO: Sri Lanka capped a productive

month of cricket in Zimbabwe by lifting the tri-
angular series trophy yesterday, beating the
hosts by six wickets in the final.  Having comfort-
ably beaten Zimbabwe in both Tests in Harare at
the start of November, Sri Lanka added another
trophy to their haul as half-centuries from cap-
tain Upul Tharanga and Kusal Mendis saw them
chase a target of 161 with more than 12 overs to
spare. 

Although regular skipper Angelo Mathews
and Dinesh Chandimal missed the entire tour
due to injury, Sri Lanka rarely felt their absence
as they lost just one game in the process of
clinching the tri-series, which also involved the
West Indies.

“Full credit to the guys, everyone has done a
really great job over the series,” said Tharanga.
“We have found some new players as well who
have put their hands up and performed well.”

Zimbabwe pulled off a stunning comeback to
beat the West Indies in their last round robin
game and reach the final, but could not repeat
the feat when their batsmen failed again yester-
day. A reshuffle saw openers Brian Chari and
Chamu Chibhabha both left out, with Peter
Moor promoted to the top of the innings and
Tarisai Musakanda given an international debut.
But on a drizzly morning, they still lost their
openers inside the first five overs to slip to 19 for
two. Musakanda and Craig Ervine were able to
revive the innings with a 53-run stand for the
third wicket, only for Jeffrey Vandersay to end
the resistance as he Ervine caught and bowled
for 25, then had the debutant caught at slip for
36.  With Sachith Pathirana dismissing Sikandar
Raza Butt and Malcolm Waller in the space of
three overs, and Vandersay taking care of cap-
tain Graeme Cremer to record figures of 3 for 50,
Zimbabwe slid to 133 for seven.

NO FIGHTBACK 
Zimbabwe had recovered from 89 for seven

to post 218 for eight against the West Indies, but
there was no such fightback on Sunday as Asela
Gunaratne grabbed the final three wickets in the
space of just four deliveries to end the innings
inside 37 overs.

With a seemingly simple target in front of
them, Sri Lanka’s top order were too hasty to
knock it off and let Zimbabwe back into the
match as a result.

Recalled to the Zimbabwe side for the first
time since he was forced to remodel his action,
left-arm seamer Brian Vitori dismissed Sri Lanka’s
top three to reduce them to 44 for three at the
lunch interval.

But after the break, Tharanga and Mendis
returned with a calmer mindset, and quietly bat-
ted Sri lanka into a position of dominance as
they added 75 for the fourth wicket. “We knew
we only had to get one good partnership going,”
said Tharanga. 

“Mendis batted very well, and from there it
got easier and easier.” Mendis fell for 57 with Sri
Lanka requiring another 44 runs for victory, but
captain Tharanga saw his side across the line to
finish unbeaten on 57 and leave Zimbabwe
wondering what could have been. 

“To get to a final is always nice, but we were a
bit disappointing today,” said Zimbabwe captain
Graeme Cremer. “We didn’t think our day would
end like this.” —  AFP 

S Lanka beat Zimbabwe 

to lift one-day trophy

BULAWAYO: Sri Lanka’s players celebrate victory after the final of the Blue Mountain Achilleion tri-series played between Sri Lanka and hosts
Zimbabwe at the Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo, yesterday. — AFP 

Zimbabwe
H. Masakadza lbw b Kulasekara 10
P. Moor c Pathirana b Lakmal 1
T. Musakanda c de Silva b Vandersay 36
C. Ervine c & b Vandersay 25
Sikandar Raza lbw b Pathirana 5
S. Williams c de Silva b Gunaratne 35
M. Waller c & b Pathirana 14
G. Cremer c Mendis b Vandersay 9
D. Tiripano not out 10
T. Chisoro c Dickwella b Gunaratne 5
B. Vitori lbw b Gunaratne 0
Extras (3lb, 6w, 1nb) 10
Total (all out, 36.3 overs) 160
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Moor), 2-19 (Masakadza), 3-72
(Ervine), 4-85 (Musakanda), 5-89 (Sikandar Raza), 6-108
( Waller),  7-133 (Cremer),  8-155 ( Williams), 9-160
(Chisoro), 10-160 (Vitori).

Bowling: Kulasekara 7-0-30-1, Lakmal 6-0-23-1,
Pathirana 7-0-26-2, Shanaka 2-0-18-0, Vandersay 10-0-
50-3, Gunaratne 4.3-0-10-3.

Sri Lanka
D. de Silva lbw b Vitori 0
K. Perera c Waller b Vitori 14
N. Dickwella b Vitori 16
K. Mendis c Williams b Cremer 57
U. Tharanga not out 57
A. Gunaratne not out 16
Extras (2lb, 4w) 6
Total (4 wkts, 37.3 overs) 166
Fall of wickets: 1-1 (de Silva), 2-29 (Dickwella), 3-42
(Perera), 4-117 (Mendis).
Did not bat: D. Shanaka, S. Pathirana, N. Kulasekara, J.
Vandersay, S. Lakmal.
Result: Sri Lanka won by 6 wickets.

SCOREBOARD 
BULAWAYO: Scoreboard in the one-day international between Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka yesterday.

ADELAIDE: Australia cruised to a seven-
wicket consolation victory in the day-night
third Test yesterday after dismissing South
Africa for 250 and knocking off the 127
runs for victory for the loss of three wickets
before dinner on day four.

There was a minor scare when, with 63
runs still required, Dave Warner was run-
out for 47 and Usman Khawaja dismissed
for a duck inside one over but there was
never any real doubt that Australia would
avoid a first ever 3-0 sweep on home soil.

Opener Matt Renshaw, one of three new
caps brought into the Australia side after
heavy defeats in the first two tests, scored
34 not out and brought the hosts level
after his captain Steve Smith was dismissed
for 40 with only two runs required.

It was left to another of the debutants,
Peter Handscomb, to score the winning run
with a single to midwicket. It was Australia’s
second pink ball victory after they beat
New Zealand in the inaugural test in
Adelaide last year but more importantly
ended a run of five defeats.

“I’m very pleased,” Smith said. “It was
obviously a disappointing way to start the
series, we’ve been outplayed by South
Africa, but I’m proud of the way the boys
came out and turned things around and
showed a bit of fight, resilience and charac-
ter. It was a long time coming.”

While the success of the overhaul of the
batting line-up remains largely moot ahead
of the visit of Pakistan, the strength of
Australian pace bowling is not in doubt.
Left-arm quick Mitchell Starc earlier fin-
ished with figures of 4-80 as Australia
removed the last four South African bats-
men for the addition of 56 runs to their
overnight tally.

WARNER IN A HURRY
South Africa had resumed on 194-6 but

lost Quinton de Kock in the third over of
the day before the new ball accounted for
Vernon Philander, Kagiso Rabada and final-
ly opener Stephen Cook. Cook, under pres-
sure after making a minor contribution to
the wins in the first two tests, eked out his
second test century off 235 balls, bringing
up the milestone by pulling Josh
Hazlewood to the square leg for his eighth
four. He was unable to add any more in the
five further deliveries he faced before Starc
got one to nip back in and bowl him for
104 to bring an end to the innings.

“It’s pretty disappointing to lose the test
match but it’s hard to look past the fact
that we’ve played great cricket,” said South
Africa captain Faf du Plessis, who has over-
seen a third successive series triumph for
the Proteas in Australia.

“You don’t just come here and beat
them, you have to play some really good
cricket, so to have done that over the
majority of the tour makes me a really satis-
fied captain.” Warner was prevented from
opening in Australia’s first innings after Du
Plessis’s tactical declaration on 259-9 left
him stranded off the field receiving treat-
ment. The Australia vice-captain looked like
he was intent reaching the victory target
on his own and had hit 47 runs off 51 balls
when he went for a single, only for
Renshaw to change his mind and leave him
stranded as the bails came off.

Khawaja’s place in the side is safe for the
three-test series against the nation of his
birth around the New Year despite his duck
and he was named Man of the Match for
contributing 145 of Australia’s 383 first
innings runs. —Reuters

Australia end run 

of five Test defeats

MOHALI: Half-centuries by Virat Kohli,
Cheteshwar Pujara and Ravichandran
Ashwin kept India on course for a first
innings lead after England made a spirited
comeback on day two of the third Test yes-
terday. Having bowled out England for 283
earlier in the morning, India looked in
charge at 148-2 at tea before Adil Rashid’s
double strike jolted the hosts who lost
three wickets in 19 balls to slump to 156-5.

Ashwin enhanced his new-found bat-
ting reputation with an unbeaten 57 while
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja was batting on
31 at stumps with India trailing by 12 runs.

“I’d say we’ve recovered really well and
we’ve an advantage because two of our all-
rounders are playing,” Pujara told reporters.

“We’d be looking to get a lead of around
75-100 runs... As you saw in the last game,
(number nine) Jayant Yadav can also bat.

“Our lower order has been contributing
in all test matches and we expect them to
contribute tomorrow as well,” Pujara added.

Paceman Mohammed Shami claimed
the last two English wickets earlier in the
morning as the tourists added 15 runs to
their overnight score before being dis-
missed for 283.

Murali Vijay walked out with Parthiv
Patel, his third opening partner of the
series, to lead India’s reply and it turned out
to be an eventful yet brief stay for the right-
hander.

Vijay survived an obstructing-the-field
appeal, was dropped by Jos Buttler and the
batsman eventually walked off, nicking a
harmless Ben Stokes delivery even though
umpire Chris Gaffaney did not spot the
nick. Patel, by contrast, looked determined
to make the most of his chance return to

the Indian side after eight years in the
wilderness.

MIDDLE ORDER COLLAPSE
The diminutive 31-year-old, replacing

injured regular wicketkeeper Wriddhiman
Saha, smacked six boundaries in his 42
before Adil Rashid dismissed him leg-
before. Pujara and Kohli then joined forces
to frustrate the tourists with the steady
accumulation of 75 runs for the third wick-
et. Dropped on 35 by Jonny Bairstow,
Pujara went on to make 51 before falling to
a Rashid long-hop and his dismissal
sparked off a middle order collapse.

Rashid, in his next over, trapped the
scoreless Ajinkya Rahane leg-before with a
googly and Karun Nair’s test debut was
soured after his almighty mix-up with
Kohli. Buttler was outstanding at backward
point, diving to stop the ball and then
throwing down the stumps to send back
Nair for four.

Kohli showed tremendous restraint for
major part of his knock, especially as
England attacked him with a heavily-
packed off-side, but he eventually fell to a
soft dismissal, edging Stokes behind the
wicket. Kohli’s 62 included nine boundaries.

Ashwin hit eight boundaries in his
unbeaten knock, having raised 67 runs with
Jadeja for the seventh wicket. “271 for six,
we’ll take that at the end of the day. We
bowled exceptionally well as a team,” leg-
spinner Rashid, who claimed 3-81, said.

“We stuck to our plans and we got
rewards at the end session. They got a little
partnership but you know it happens in
cricket. But we come back tomorrow and
knock them over.”— Reuters

India set for first innings 

lead after England fightback

HAMILTON: Tim Southee bagged six wickets
as New Zealand took a 55-run lead over
Pakistan on a rain-shortened third day of the
second Test in Hamilton yesterday. Only rookie
batsman Babar Azam was able to cope with
New Zealand’s chief strike bowler and he was
left stranded on 90 after running out of part-
ners as Pakistan fought their way back into the
match.

Pakistan, after resuming the day on the
ropes at 76-5, clawed their way to 216 in reply
to New Zealand’s first innings 271.  New
Zealand only faced one dot ball in their sec-
ond innings before rain sent the players from
the field for the third and final time in a day
when only 38 overs were possible.

Southee was given a pounding in his first
three overs of the morning and was removed
from the attack after yielding 32 runs. But he
came back to wrap up the tail and finish with
figures of 6-80, his third-best bowling per-
formance.

“There was still a bit of swing at that stage
and I went back to what we’ve done well for a
number of years,” Southee said of his success-
ful second spell. “You’ve got plans you put in
place for certain batsmen and it’s nice when
they do come off.

“There’s a little bit there for the new ball,
but once the ball gets older it gets a little bit
easier to bat but there will still be a little bit of
assistance throughout.”

While the 54-Test veteran headlined the
New Zealand bowling performance, it was
Azam in only his third Test who brought
Pakistan back into the game. 

The 22-year-old was considered a special
talent at age-group level and announced him-
self on the international stage last month with
three consecutive centuries in Pakistan’s one-
day series against the West Indies. 

He followed with a 69 in his Test debut
against the West Indies and looked set for his
maiden Test hundred when the Pakistan
innings ended in Hamilton.

“I’m thankful the lower order gave some
resistance but it was unfortunate I could not
complete my 100,” he said.

Azam also drew praise from Southee who
said the way he handled the seaming condi-
tions was promising for Pakistan.

“For a guy to come here in his first Test tour
of New Zealand and play the way he’s played
is a good sign he can play in conditions that
are foreign to them,” Southee said.

Pakistan put on 124 for the loss of three
wickets to be 200-8 before the day’s first rain
stoppage just before lunch, with Azam
patiently collecting runs while Sarfraz Ahmed
(41) and then Sohail Kahn (37) attacked the
bowling.

Unlike the rest of the Pakistan top order
who were caught behind trying to slash out-
side the off stump, Azam waited for loose balls
in an innings which lasted 277 minutes and he
faced 196 deliveries. 

Ahmed survived two chances in his 74-run
stand with Azam. He was dropped on 19 by
Henry Nicholls at midwicket, and Tom Latham
missed a direct shy at the stumps when
Ahmed was trapped in the middle of the pitch. 

The arrival of Neil Wagner to the attack
accounted for Ahmed when he was caught by
Jeet Raval at second slip. Sohail had no trouble
with Wagner’s stock short-pitched delivery,
repeatedly pulling him to the boundary in a
67-run partnership with Azam.

However, when Southee returned to find a
better line in his second spell he found the
edge of Sohail’s bat and wicketkeeper BJ
Watling completed the dismissal. 

Wahab Riaz faced only five balls before he
was lbw to Colin de Grandhomme leaving
Southee to remove Mohammad Amir for five
and Imran Khan for six. 

Despite Azam’s bold innings to keep
Pakistan in the game, the outcome may ulti-
mately be decided by the weather with more
rain forecast over the next two days and New
Zealand only needing a draw to take the series
after winning the first Test. — AFP

Southee’s six keeps New

Zealand in front of Pakistan

New Zealand 1st innings 271 (J. Raval 55; S. Khan 4-99) 
Pakistan 1st innings (Overnight: 76-5)
S. Aslam c Raval b Southee 5
Az. Ali c Watling b Southee 1
B. Azam not out 90
Y. Khan c Watling b Southee 2
A. Shafiq b Wagner 23
M. Rizwan c Henry b Wagner 0
S. Ahmed c Raval b Wagner 41
So. Khan c Watling b Southee 37
W. Riaz lbw b de Grandhomme 0

M. Amir c Raval b Southee 5
I. Khan c Watling b Southee 6
Extras (b-4 lb-1 nb-1) 6
Total (all out, 67 overs) 216
Fall of wickets: 1-7 S. Aslam, 2-8 Az. Ali, 3-12 Y. Khan, 4-51
A. Shafiq, 5-51 M. Rizwan, 6-125 S. Ahmed, 7-192 So.
Khan, 8-193 W. Riaz, 9-206 M. Amir, 10-216 I. Khan.
Bowling: T. Southee 21-4-80-6; M. Henry 19-5-30-0(nb-1);
C. de Grandhomme 9-2-29-1; N. Wagner 14-2-59-3; M.
Santner 4-0-13-0.

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at stumps on the third day in the second and final Test between New Zealand and
Pakistan yesterday in Hamilton, New Zealand.

MOHALI: England’s Ben Stokes bowls on the second day of their third cricket Test
match against India in Mohali, India, yesterday. — AP


