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1- Golden State Warriors (15 - 2) Last week:
1 - The Warriors extended their winning
streak to a season-high 11 games with their
win against the Timberwolves on Saturday,
capping a week that also saw them set a fran-
chise record with 47 assists in their 149-106
defeat of the Lakers on Wednesday.

2- Cleveland Cavaliers (12 - 2) Last week: 3 -
The league’s leaders in three-point percent-
age saw two records broken last week. First,
Kevin Love exploded for 34 points in the first
quarter against the Blazers on Wednesday,
and then the Cavs became the first NBA team
to make 20-pointers in consecutive regular-
season games on Friday.

3- San Antonio Spurs (14 - 3) Last week: 4 -
The Spurs make their annual rise in the rank-
ings behind a nine-game winning streak and
an impressive perfect record on the road,
remaining the only unbeaten team outside of
its home court in the NBA.

4- Los Angeles Clippers (14 - 3) Last week: 2
- The Clippers suffered its first road loss this
season Saturday against the Pistons, who end-
ed their four-game winning streak. Meanwhile,
Chris Paul continues his MVP-caliber season, as
he became the only NBA player since 1983-84
with 120 assists, 42 steals and only 28
turnovers in the first 14 games of a season.

5- Toronto Raptors (10 - 6) Last week: 6 -
The Raptors won their last two games against
the Rockets and Bucks behind strong defense
and solid three-point shooting (14 made 3’s
against Milwaukee, who leads the league in
defensive 3-point percentage). Meanwhile,
DeMar DeRozan is learning to share the ball
when his shots aren’t falling.

6- Memphis Grizzlies (11 - 6) Last week: 10
- The Grizzlies exerted revenge Saturday
against the Heat who ended their season-
high six-game winning streak one night earli-
er; a duel that marked the first matchup
between Miami’s coach Erik Spoelstra against
his former assistant and Memphis’ first-year
coach David Fizdale. 

7- Chicago Bulls (10 - 6) Last week: 9 - A loss
to the Nuggets Wednesday prevented the
Bulls from having a prefect week, but they
can’t feel disappointed with their 4-2 record in
their season-high six-game road trip. Tough
matchup against the Cavs next Friday.

8- Atlanta Hawks (10 - 6) Last week: 5 - The
Hawks still lead the league in defensive rating,
but their offense is where their glaring prob-
lem lies - ranking 21st in offensive rating. They
managed to score a season-low 68 points
Saturday against the Jazz who have the
league’s second best defensive rating.

9- Oklahoma City Thunder (10 - 8) Last
week: 8 - Russell Westbrook recorded his sec-
ond straight triple-double and NBA-best sev-
enth of the season, leading his team to victo-
ry on Saturday. He also tied LeBron James for
sixth all time in triple-doubles, with 44.
Furthermore, he entered Sunday averaging a
triple-double, and this is the third time ‘triple-
double’ was mentioned in this entry alone!

10- Houston Rockets (10 - 6) Last week: 11 -
The Rockets set an NBA record with 50 3-
point attempts in their win against the Kings
on Friday, while James Harden had his 13th
career triple-double, one shy of tying Hakeem
Olajuwon for most in Rockets history (per
ESPN Stats and Info).

11- Boston Celtics (9 - 7) Last week: 12 -
The Celtics won three straight before failing
to become the first team to deal the Spurs a
road loss in a Black Friday matinee in Boston.
They have a relatively easier schedule ahead
with matches against the Heat, Pistons,
Kings and 76ers.

12- Charlotte Hornets (9 - 7) Last week: 7 -
The Hornets received some nice contribution
from Jeremy Lamb on Saturday, scoring 18
points and grabbing a career-high 17
rebounds to help his team beat the Knicks
and snap a four-game losing streak.

13- Utah Jazz (9 - 8) Last week: 14 - George
Hill’s return from injury helped the Jazz find
its winning ways, but the story has been their
solid defense. They held the Nuggets and
Hawks to 83 and 68 points respectively in
their past two games. And in the last game
against Atlanta, Rudy Gobert was more effec-
tive on both ends for his team compared to
Dwight Howard.

14- Los Angeles Lakers (8 - 9) Last week: 13 -
Injuries (and bad defense) have been plaguing
an otherwise fun season for the Lakers’ young
squad - highlighted by Nick Young’s go-ahead
three-pointer after seemingly stealing the ball
from his own teammate, which rallied the
Lakers to beat the Thunder on Wednesday.

15- Indiana Pacers (8 - 9) Last week: 16 -
The Pacers will definitely miss Paul George,
who is out with an ankle injury, in their two
games next week against the Clippers and
Blazers. Glen Robinson III stepped up and
scored 20 points to help Indiana beat
Brooklyn without George.

16- Portland Trail Blazers (9 - 9) Last week:
15 - It is somewhat surprising to see the
Blazers still avoid having a losing record and
continue to hold on to the 8th spot in the
Western Conference despite having the worst
defense the league. They stepped up their
defense against the Pelicans on Friday and
won behind Damian Lillard’s 27 points.

17- Detroit Pistons (8 - 10) Last week: 17 -
The Pistons became the first team to hand
the Clippers their first road loss this season on
Saturday. Their win came two nights after
defeating the Heat to end a four-game losing
streak. In both games, Andre Drummond per-
formed well against tough opponents, out-
performing the Heat’s Hassan Whiteside and
the Clippers’ DeAndre Jordan.

18- New York Knicks (8 - 8) Last week: 20 -
Carmelo Anthony’s season-high 35 points in
the Knicks’ overtime win against the Hornets
on Friday proved that he remains the go-to-
guy in the Big Apple, but he struggled with
shooting (7-25 FG) and failed to propel his
team to victory against Charlotte again the
following night.

19- Milwaukee Bucks (6 - 8) Last week: 18 -
In the Bucks’ win against Orlando on Monday,
Giannis Antetokounmpo put up his third
career game with at least 10 points, 10
rebounds, 10 assists, five steals and three
blocks. Only Chris Webber has had as many
(three) such games since blocks became an
official stat (per the Elias Sports Bureau).

20- Sacramento Kings (6 - 10) Last week:
25 - The Kings are 3-1 in four games since
changing their starting lineup and going
‘small’ with Rudy Gay at power forward.
Meanwhile, Gay’s defense on DeRozan last
Monday limited the latter to only 12 points
and helped his team secure its second win
against the Raptors this season.

21- New Orleans Pelicans (6 - 11) Last
week: 27 - The Pelicans recorded its first four-
game winning streak last week since January
2015, and Anthony Davis is showing his best
performance yet, being able to score on 10
people, all in his face, or at least according to
teammate Jrue Holiday.

22- Orlando Magic (6 - 10) Last week: 19 -
The Magic started the season losing three
games, then won three, lost three more, then
won one, lost the next, won two after that
and lost their last three games. Confused? You
should be, because ‘confusing’ is probably the
best way to describe Orlando’s season so far.

23- Denver Nuggets (6 - 10) Last week: 22 -
The Nuggets had a solid win against the Bulls
on Wednesday, then justifiably lost with an
injury-plagued squad against the Jazz, the
league’s second best team in defensive rating,
and the Thunder; who won 132 - 129 on
Saturday behind Westbrook’s 36 points, 18
assists and 12 rebounds.

24- Minnesota Timberwolves (5 - 11) Last
week: 21 - Stephen Curry had to step up and
finished with 34 points, eight rebounds and
six assists to help the Warriors beat the
Timberwolves on Saturday while playing
without Draymond Green. Karl Anthony-
Towns continues to improve, despite being
outdueled by Anthony Davis in his team’s loss
to the Pelicans on Wednesday.

25- Miami Heat (5 - 11) Last week: 24 - The
Heat entered Sunday ranking the fifth in the
league in defensive rating and 27th in offen-
sive rating, and face a tough schedule ahead
with three of the next five matches on the
road. Meanwhile, the team announced that
Shaquille O’Neal’s number 32 jersey will be
retired on December 22 its game against the
Lakers.

26- Washington Wizards (5 - 10) Last week:
28 - Bradley Beal scored a career-high 42
points in the Wizards’ win against the Suns
last Monday. Combined with 34 scored in the
previous game, the 76 points were the high-
est two-game scoring mark by a Wizards play-
er since Gilbert Arenas scored 78 points in
two games in December 2009 (per Elias
Sports Bureau).

27- Phoenix Suns (5 - 12) Last week: 26 -
Brandon Knight’s reduced minutes so far this
season has fueled chatter within the league
that the Suns might be willing to trade him,
despite General Manager Ryan McDonough
publicly stating otherwise. Coach Earl Watson
has made improving the team’s defense a pri-
ority, though the team’s offense (25th in
offensive rating) is what he should probably
worry more about.

28- Philadelphia 76ers (4 - 12) Last week:
30 - Philadelphia’s victory over Miami last
Tuesday marked its first winning streak (two
games) in 108 games since March 2015, which
broke the Bucks’ record of 105 games set from
March 2013 to November 2014. Following
those two games, Joel Embiid became the
first rookie with back-to-back 20-point games
while playing less than 24 minutes since Billy
Ray Yates in 1980 (per Elias Sports Bureau).

29- Brooklyn Nets (4 - 11) Last week: 23 -
The Nets entered Sunday on a six-game los-
ing streak, in the bottom ten in offensive,
defensive and net ratings, and hoping more
than ever that Jeremy Lin finally makes his
return from injury which kept him sidelined
much of November.

30- Dallas Mavericks (2 - 11) Last week: 29 -
There is an argument that without injuries to
key players like Dirk Nowitzki, Deron Williams,
and JJ Barea, the Mavs’ lineup is good enough
for the team to even make it to the playoffs.
Either way, this seems to be the season Dallas
finally reaches the point where it has to press
the reset button.

KUWAIT TIMES NBA POWER RANKINGS
By Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: In addition to its usual coverage of NBA news, Kuwait Times is introducing a new feature this year:
the NBA Power Rankings. It is a weekly list ranking each team based on its performance during the week. The
actual record for each team (put between brackets, for games played as of Sunday) does play a role in the
assessment process but is not the main factor for deciding each team’s ranking, thus making it different from
league standings. This week the Golden State Warriors remain on top fueled by their 11-game winning streak,
while another Western Conference team climbed the ladder behind a perfect record on the road.

WASHINGTON: Washington Wizards guard John Wall (2) takes a shot against San Antonio Spurs center Pau Gasol,
of Spain, (16) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Saturday, in Washington. Also seen is Washington
Wizards center Marcin Gortat, of Poland, (13). — AP

WASHINGTON:  LaMarcus Aldridge scored 24 points while
Tony Parker added 20 as the San Antonio Spurs beat the
Washington Wizards 112-100 on Saturday night for their
ninth straight victory. The Spurs (14-3) swept a three-game
road swing and are a perfect 10-0 away from home. Kawhi
Leonard scored 19 for San Antonio, which shot 53.3 percent
(40 of 75) from the field. The Spurs led by 10 at halftime and
as many as 19 in the second half. Bradley Beal led
Washington (5-10) with 25 points and John Wall scored 21
as all five starters finished in double figures. Marcin Gortat
had 10 points and 10 rebounds.

THUNDER 106, PISTONS 88
Russell Westbrook recorded his second straight triple-

double and NBA-best seventh of the season with 17 points,
15 assists and 13 rebounds as Oklahoma City beat Detroit.
Westbrook shot just 8 for 22 from the field after scoring at
least 30 points for eight straight games. It was just the sec-
ond time this year Westbrook failed to score 20. Anthony
Morrow scored 21 points off the bench to lead the Thunder
(10-8), who were playing their fourth game in six nights in
four different cities. Victor Oladipo added 18 while Steven
Adams had 16 points and nine rebounds. Tobias Harris
scored 21 points for the Pistons, who have lost five of their
last seven.

WARRIORS 115, 
TIMBERWOLVES 102

Stephen Curry had 34 points, eight rebounds and six
assists as Golden State overcame the absence of do-every-
thing Draymond Green to beat Minnesota. Curry shot 13 for
19 with four 3-pointers, while Kevin Durant added 28
points, 10 rebounds, five assists and a career-high six

blocked shots. Klay Thompson scored 23 points with four 3s
to go with six rebounds for Golden State. Zach LaVine
scored 31 points with five 3s, while Karl-Anthony Towns had
12 of his 18 points in the first quarter on 6-for-10 shooting.

HORNETS 107, KNICKS 102
Kemba Walker scored 28 points and Jeremy Lamb added

18 points and a career-high 17 rebounds as Charlotte
snapped a four-game losing streak. Frank Kaminsky added
14 points, including two clutch 3-pointers late in the fourth
quarter as the Hornets snapped the Knicks’ three-game
winning streak.

The Hornets (9-7) avenged an overtime loss to the Knicks
on Friday night at Madison Square Garden in which
Carmelo Anthony hit the go-ahead jumper with 3.1 seconds
left and finished with 35 points. Anthony didn’t fare as well
the second time around, limited to 18 points on 7-of-24
shooting.  Kristaps Porzingis had 25 points and Derrick Rose
added 18 points, eight assists and eight rebounds for the
Knicks.

GRIZZLIES 110, HEAT 107
Marc Gasol scored a season-high 28 points and Mike

Conley had 11 of his 21 in the final 3:06 as Memphis beat
Miami. Troy Williams added 18 for the Grizzlies, who earned
a split of the home-and-home with the Heat and gave
coach David Fizdale a win in the building where he served
as a Miami assistant under Erik Spoelstra for the past eight
seasons. Dion Waiters scored a season-high 28 for Miami,
which got 15 points and 12 rebounds from Hassan
Whiteside, and 15 points from Josh Richardson. Memphis
outscored Miami 27-16 from the line, and turned the ball
over only six times. —AP

Spurs win ninth straight 

game, over the Wizards

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 10 6 .625 -
Boston 9 7 .563 1
NY Knicks 8 8 .500 2
Brooklyn 4 11 .267 5.5
Philadelphia 4 12 .250 6

Central Division
Cleveland 12 2 .857 -
Chicago 10 6 .625 3
Indiana 8 9 .471 5.5
Detroit 8 10 .444 6
Milwaukee 6 8 .429 6

Southeast Division
Atlanta 10 6 .625 -
Charlotte 9 7 .563 1
Orlando 6 10 .375 4
Washington 5 10 .333 4.5
Miami 5 11 .313 5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 10 8 .556 -
Utah 9 8 .529 0.5
Portland 9 9 .500 1
Denver 6 10 .375 3
Minnesota 5 11 .313 4

Pacific Division
Golden State 15 2 .882 -
LA Clippers 14 3 .824 1
LA Lakers 8 9 .471 7
Sacramento 6 10 .375 8.5
Phoenix 5 12 .294 10

Southwest Division
San Antonio 14 3 .824 -
Memphis 11 6 .647 3
Houston 10 6 .625 3.5
New Orleans 6 11 .353 8
Dallas 2 13 .133 11

NBA results/standings
San Antonio 112, Washington 100; Charlotte 107, NY Knicks 102; Oklahoma City 106, Detroit 88; Memphis 110, Miami 107; Golden State 115,
Minnesota 102.

Watson throws 6 TD passes, 

leads No 4 Clemson to win
CLEMSON: Deshaun Watson tied his
career high with six touchdown pass-
es, three to Mike Williams, and No. 4
Clemson took another, strong step to
the College Football Playoff with a 56-
7 victory over rival South Carolina on
Saturday night.

If the Tigers (11-1, No. 4 CFP) don’t
stumble against Virginia Tech next
week in the Atlantic Coast Conference
championship, they’ll be off to college
football ’s final four for a second
straight season.

The Gamecocks (6-6) were little
more than speed bump on that road
that Clemson got past quickly, jump-
ing out to a 21-0 lead in the opening
quarter and cruising to a third straight
win in the Palmetto State’s biggest
sporting event.

“We wanted to jump on these boys
real quick,” Watson said. “That’s the
motto every game, put pressure on
them and have them back on their
heels.” Watson finished with 347 yards
and matched the six TDs he threw in
his first college start against North
Carolina in 2014. He also likely crept a
bit closer in the Heisman Trophy race
to Louisville quarterback Lamar

Jackson, whose team lost for a second
straight week.

Watson and the Tigers also wiped
out memories of their last Death
Valley game, a stunning, 43-42 loss to
underdog Pitt - Clemson’s first home
loss in more than three years.

“We started the ball rolling last
week and we’re keeping the ball
rolling,” center Jay Guillermo said.
“We’re hitting our stride at a good
time.” Watson and Williams got things
going with a 34-yard TD catch. Then
Williams’ dragged South Carolina’s
Jamarcus King on his for several yards
during a 19-yard scoring catch. By the
time Jordan Leggett scored on a wide
open 11-yard grab, Clemson was in
front to stay and Gamecocks defend-
ers were yelling at each other.

Wayne Gallman rushed for 112
yards and a touchdown. Williams
caught six passes for 100 yards.
Clemson’s defense held the
Gamecocks to 62 yards in the first half
and posted its biggest margin of vic-
tory in the series since a 51-0 win in
1900.

South Carolina avoided the
shutout in the third quarter on a 33-

yard halfback pass from Deebo
Samuel to Bryan Edwards “There’s not
a lot to say,” Gamecocks coach Will
Muschamp said. “On the road recruit-
ing tomorrow, that’s the way we’ll
change our program.”

THE TAKEAWAY
South Carolina certainly made

strides over the second half with
young players on offense like quarter-
back Jake Bentley and tailback Rico
Dowdle. The Gamecocks will need to
add a lot more talent on both sides of
the ball before it can match up with
the Tigers. Another month of practice
and a favorable bowl opponent would
still leave South Carolina feeling good
about its progress this season.

Clemson found its dominating
form in its final home game of the
season after its stunning, 43-42 fall to
Pitt the last time here two weeks ago.
More importantly, the Tigers showed
a resolved it will need for a second
straight trip to the College Football
Playoff. If Clemson shows the same
drive against Virginia Tech, there’s no
doubt it will play once again for a
national title. —AP


