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BARCELONA: Atletico Madrid put last
week’s painful defeat by Real Madrid
behind them with a 3-0 win over
Osasuna yesterday that included two
goals in the space of a minute and
allowed them to return to the top four in
La Liga.

Defender Diego Godin gave Atletico
the lead in the 36th minute with a tow-
ering header from a corner and Kevin
Gameiro added the second immediately
after, latching on to a lofted through ball
from Angel Correa and producing a
crisp, low finish.

Substitute Yannick Carrasco rounded
off the victory in the 90th by robbing
Unai Garcia in Osasuna’s half and tearing
towards goal before powering home the
ball. Atletico had what looked to be a
clear penalty turned down in the second
half when Osasuna’s Oier Sanjuro
appeared to block Tiago Mendes’s goal-
bound shot with his arm, the midfielder
also escaping a red card.

Diego Simeone’s side capitalised on
Villarreal’s surprise 2-0 defeat by Alaves
earlier on Sunday to provisionally go
fourth on 24 points.

Champions Barcelona can leapfrog
Sevilla to go second when they visit Real
Sociedad, sixth on 22 points, later.

Simeone veered from the more
attack-minded tactics he has embraced
this season, reverted to employing Koke
on the left wing and rewarded Tiago for
his excellent display in Wednesday’s 2-0
win over PSV Eindhoven by again play-
ing the Portuguese veteran alongside
Gabi in the middle.

It made for a more solid if less threat-
ening team and there were signs of the
dogged Atletico side that won the La

Liga title in 2014 thanks to an uncom-
promising defence and making use of
set plays.

Godin became the first Atletico
defender to score this season when he
rose highest to nod in Koke’s curled cor-
ner and the visiting side were well on
course for their first victory in three
league games when Gameiro slipped
behind the Osasuna backline to meet
Correa’s ball and score the second.

Carrasco’s late goal equalled the
scoreline by which Atletico had lost to
Real last week while Simeone’s side also

recorded a first clean sheet in six league
games.

Villarreal felt the strain of returning to
action less than 72 hours after their
Europa League game away to Zurich
and were beaten by two early goals
from Alaves to surrender their unbeat-
en home record. Ibai Gomez pounced
on a loose ball at the far post to put the
visitors ahead in the eighth minute
while Victor Camarasa capitalised on
indecisive defending from a long ball
by the hosts to knock in the second in
the 17th. — Reuters

Atletico return to top four with comfortable win at Osasuna

LONDON: Arsenal’s German midfielder Mesut Ozil (C) leaps for the ball during the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and
Bournemouth at the Emirates Stadium in London yesterday.—AFP

LONDON: Arsenal closed the gap on Premier
League leaders Chelsea as Alexis Sanchez
bragged a brace in a 3-1 win over Bournemouth
yesterday. Arsene Wenger’s side are within three
points of top spot after Chile forward Sanchez
struck in each half at the Emirates Stadium to
take his goal tally for the season to 10. Sanchez
gave Arsenal an early lead before Callum Wilson
equalised with a penalty before the interval.

Theo Walcott headed Arsenal back in front
just 24 hours after the birth of his second child
and Sanchez wrapped up the points.

After drawing three of their last four league
games to fall six points behind Chelsea, this was
a timely victory for fourth-placed Arsenal, who
are now unbeaten in their last 19 matches in all
competitions and firmly in the title race.

Even Wenger conceded Arsenal had lost their
momentum of late and, in a bid to revitalise his
team, the boss made seven changes from the
midweek draw against Paris Saint-Germain.

France striker Olivier Giroud dropped to the
bench and there was a recall for right-back
Mathieu Debuchy, who last played for Arsenal in
November 2015. On-loan Arsenal midfielder Jack
Wilshere was ineligible to play for Bournemouth
against his parent club, but his absence didn’t
stop the visitors sticking to manager Eddie
Howe’s philosophy of playing out from the back.

It proved a fatal indulgence in the 12th
minute. Bournemouth goalkeeper Adam
Federici rolled the ball out to Steve Cook on the
left and instead of knocking it long under pres-
sure, the defender tried a back-pass that was
intercepted by Sanchez, who gleefully slotted
into the empty net.

Wilshere, watching from the stands, buried
his head in his coat as injured Arsenal team-
mate Danny Welbeck turned to indulge in some
banter with his friend.

DEBATABLE 
Sanchez caused more chaos in the

Bournemouth defence moments later with a
surging run that ended with contact from
Nathan Ake, but no foul was given by referee
Mike Jones as Arsenal appealed for a penalty.

If that was frustrating for Arsenal, there was
worse to come at the hands of Jones in the 23rd
minute when he gave Bournemouth a debatable
penalty for Nacho Monreal’s collision with
Wilson, who picked himself up to slot home his
club’s first ever goal against the Gunners.

Just before Bournemouth’s leveller,
Debuchy’s return had come to a premature end
when he limped off with the latest in a long line
of injuries. His departure seemed to destabilise
Arsenal’s back four and Bournemouth should
have taken advantage when Ake headed a free-
kick towards the unmarked Adam Smith, who
could only direct his header well over.

Arsenal are usually the ones bewitching their
opponents with slick passing, but they were get-
ting a taste of their own medicine from
Bournemouth as another flowing move gave
Brad Smith space for a shot that Petr Cech saved
at his near post. Sanchez tried to restore order
just before half-time with a thunderous shot that

cannoned back off the crossbar.
That warning shot foreshadowed a more

dynamic period for Arsenal after half-time and
they regained the lead in the 53rd minute.

Mesut Ozil’s cross was deflected on by Ake to
Monreal, who scooped a cross back towards
Walcott and the Arsenal winger nodded home
from close-range before marking the birth of
son Arlo with a ‘rock the baby’ celebration. 

Having been embroiled in penalty controver-
sy in the first half, Jones made another dubious
call when he denied Bournemouth a spot-kick
after Monreal blocked Simon Francis’s pass with
his arm. Bournemouth were finishing strongly
and it took a fine save from Cech to deny Benik
Afobe, but Sanchez eased Arsenal’s nerves in the
90th minute when he tapped in from Giroud’s
cross. — AFP

Sanchez double keeps 
Arsenal in title hunt

Arsenal 3 

Bournemouth    1  

MILAN:  Genoa blew away Serie A leaders
Juventus yesterday, scoring three times in
an astonishing first half hour on the way to
a pulsating 3-1 win.

Giovanni Simeone, the 21-year-old son
of Atletico Madrid coach Diego, scored
twice in the first 15 minutes before Alex
Sandro put through his own goal on a mis-
erable afternoon for the Turin side.

Miralem Pjanic pulled one back for the
titleholders when he curled in a free kick in
the 82nd minute.

It was the first time since October 2005
that Juventus had conceded three goals in
the first half of a Serie A match. Juve’s third
league defeat of the season meant their
lead at the top was cut to four points over
AC Milan who won 4-1 at Empoli on
Saturday.

Genoa, ninth in the table with 19 points,
went ahead with an extraordinary goal
after just three minutes. Juventus defender
Leonardo Bonucci lost possession and Luca
Rigoni sprinted clear.

His shot was parried by Gianluigi Buffon,
who also saved the rebound from Lucas
Ocampos and then another effort from
Simeone before the Argentine forward
scored at the fourth attempt.

Ten minutes later, a flowing move found
Darko Lazovic on the right and he turned
Alex Sandro inside out before delivering a
low cross which Simeone met with a diving
header to score the second.

Genoa, who had already beaten Milan
by the same score at the Luigi Ferraris sta-
dium looked dangerous every time they
came forward and scored a third in the
28th minute after more chaos in the
Juventus defence.

A corner found Rigone who volleyed
against the crossbar and Alex Sandro, in
attempting to clear, only succeeded in
heading it over the line.

Shortly afterwards, Juventus defender
Leonardo Bonucci went off with what
appeared to be a hamstring injury. Juve
pulled themselves together after halftime
and brought on striker Gonzalo Higuain
but were only able to make a small dent in
Genoa’s lead with Pjanic’s late goal.

Lazio and Atalanta both won to move
onto 28 points, one behind Milan. Sergej
Milinkovic-Savic tapped in Dusan Basta’s
cross from close range to give Lazio a 1-0
win at Palermo and hand the Sicilians a sev-
enth straight defeat.

Andrea Masiello and Jasmin Kurtic
scored in each half to give Atalanta a 2-0
win at Bologna, their sixth win in a row.
Palermo are now level at the bottom on six
points with Crotone who drew 1-1 with
Sampdoria. Marco Sau scored with a back-
heel flick to give Cagliari a 2-1 win over
Udinese in the afternoon’s other match.
Roma were at home to Pescara in the
evening needing a win to pull level on
points with Milan. —Reuters

Simeone scores twice in 
Genoa’s win over Juventus

LONDON: Stoke City capitalised on an
unlucky own goal by Heurelho Gomes to
beat Watford 1-0 with an assured display
that moved them clear of the Premier
League relegation zone.

Watford were disrupted by an early injury
to Younes Kaboul, who limped off injured
halfway through the first half, and seldom
threatened before conceding what turned
out to be the decisive goal when Charlie
Adam’s header from a corner bounced off
the post on to the unwitting Gomes and
into the net.  With Marko Arnautovic
impressing, Stoke looked comfortable in
midfield despite the absence of suspended
Joe Allen and almost increased their lead
after the break when Jon Walters just failed
to get on the end of the Austrian’s weighted

pass.  Watford brought on last season’s top
scorer Odion Ighalo in search of the equalis-
er and went close when Daryl Janmaat
blazed over the bar. Their frustration was
obvious and a bad day was made worse by
the late sending off of Miguel Britos for a
second bookable offence. — Reuters

Gomes own goal hands 
victory to Stoke City

Watford 0

Stoke City 1

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Spanish League Primera Div

Las Palmas v Bilbao 22:45
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

Italian Calcio League Serie A

Napoli v Calcio 21:00
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

Inter Milano v Fiorentina 23:00
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

GENOA: Juventus’ Bosnian midfielder Miralem Pjanic (L) scores during the Italian
Serie A football match Genoa vs Juventus yesterday at the Luigi Ferraris stadium in
Genoa. — AFP 

SOUTHAMPTON: A dream debut for
Southampton’s latest teenage talent Josh
Sims ensured a nightmare return to St Mary’s
for former manager Ronald Koeman whose
lacklustre Everton side were beaten 1-0 in
the Premier League yesterday.  The 19-year-
old winger is the latest youngster off the

club’s academy production line and took just
43 seconds to justify his starting place,
scooping the ball on to Charlie Austin who
headed Southampton into the lead from
close range.  It was a spectacular start for a
side who failed to muster a single shot on
target against Liverpool the previous week
and Sims almost doubled the score with a
header when unmarked close to the goal
before the break.

Koeman has had to give Everton several
halftime gee-ups this season but the visitors
were little better in the second half when
Austin was denied a second goal by a sprawl-
ing save from Maarten Stekelenburg and
James Ward-Prowse put one effort wide and
had another cleared off the line.  —Reuters

SOUTHAMPTON: Southampton’s English striker Charlie Austin (C) vies with Everton’s
English defender Phil Jagielka (up) and Everton’s Senegalese midfielder Idrissa Gueye (R)
during the English Premier League football match between Southampton and Everton at
St Mary’s Stadium in Southampton, southern England yesteray. — AFP

LONDON: Stoke City’s Charlie Adam heads the ball which becomes their first goal of
the game after hitting Watford goalkeeper Heurelho Gomes during the English
Premier League soccer match between Watford and Stock City at Vicarage Road,
London, yesterday. —AP

Southampton ruin 
Koeman’s return 

Southampton 1 

Everton 0


