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FI
LS Govt challenges verdict 

against petrol price hike
Wednesday’s meeting crucial to resolve crisis: MP

News
i n  b r i e f

Woman dumps dead 
newborn in mosque

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The body of a newborn baby was found in a
bag dumped at a Salmiya mosque, said security sources,
noting that worshippers called the police after suspect-
ing the bag. Commenting on the case, the interior min-
istry’s relations and security media department said that
the baby had been dumped in a donation storage area
in the women’s section of the mosque. Detectives later
found that a 34-year-old citizen living in a nearby build-
ing had given birth a few days earlier to a child outside
wedlock, and with the consent of her Kuwaiti boyfriend
and the child’s father, who is in jail, got rid of the baby. 

24 Kuwaitis arrested in 
US over mobile content

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said around 24
young citizens, mainly students and some tourists,
had been arrested in the US over the past few
months over the contents of their mobile phones
or laptops. The sources added that in view of the
different rules followed in some states, many of
the arrested citizens did not know the laws and
regulations concerning what customs officers
described as illegal content on their devices, and
deemed such content as a threat to US security.
Further, the sources explained that one of the
detainees was a 19-year-old student who has
been detained for over a month now because of
having “indecent photos of minors under 18” on
his mobile phone. — Al-Rai

Saudi Cabinet abandons 
Hijri calendar for wages

RIYADH: Saudi government workers will be paid accord-
ing to the Gregorian calendar instead of the Islamic Hijri
calendar, making the working month longer as part of
cost-cutting measures, newspapers reported yesterday.
The change, approved by cabinet last week, brings civil
service pay in line with the government’s January-
December fiscal year, the Arab News and Saudi Gazette
reported. The reports said the latest austerity measure
took effect on Oct 1. The Hijri calender consists of 12
months of 29 or 30 days depending on the sighting of
the moon, meaning the Islamic year is several days
shorter than the Gregorian calendar. Last week, cabinet
also cut by 20 percent the salaries of ministers and froze
the wages of lower-ranked civil servants. Almost twice
as many Saudis are employed in the bloated public sec-
tor - where hours are shorter and leave longer - than in
private firms. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The government yesterday submitted an appeal
against the administrative court verdict which ruled that the
increase in petrol prices was “unlawful” due to procedural flaws.
The appeals court will now set a date to start hearing the case.
Its decision is crucial to the fate of the hike in petrol prices, which
went into effect on Sept 1. In its appeal, the government’s legal
department insisted that the decision is legal and followed the
proper procedures, and demanded that the court overturn the
lower court ruling.

The administrative court said last week that the hike deci-
sion breached the law because the government did not take
the approval of the Supreme Petroleum Council (SPC), the
highest oil decision-making body in the country. The court
said that the opinion of SPC in oil-related issues is essential
for any decision to be in line with the law. The court also
rejected a request to implement its ruling immediately to
scrap the price hike. But if the court of appeals upholds the
ruling, the price hike will be suspended immediately pending
a revision of the ruling by the court of cassation, the country’s
supreme court, whose rulings are final.

Meanwhile, a crucial meeting is scheduled to take place
tomorrow between the government and lawmakers to dis-
cuss measures to compensate Kuwaiti citizens affected by
the petrol price hike. The meeting was called by Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem to replace a request by 35 MPs to hold
an emergency session of the National Assembly to debate
the issue. The Assembly is currently on summer recess and
will open its new term on Oct 18. Holding any session
requires the signature of the majority of its members.
Ghanem said that an informal meeting with the government
will serve the purpose of the emergency session in resolving
the standoff between the government and the assembly
over the petrol price hike.

MPs are insisting that Kuwaiti citizens must not be affect-
ed by the increase and as such the government should find a
mechanism to compensate them. MP Abdullah Maayouf said
the meeting is crucial to resolve the petrol price issue and
“reach an efficient solution for the two sides”.  He said the
meeting is not being held for election purposes but to deal
with any negative impact against Kuwaiti citizens. Maayouf
said that the meeting will not end before reaching a solution
in favor of Kuwaiti citizens, adding that he is hopeful the
petrol crisis will be resolved.

PARIS: Cameras are set up as police officers stand guard at the entrance to a hotel
residence on Rue Tronchet near Madeleine yesterday, where US reality television
star Kim Kardashian (inset) was robbed at gunpoint by assailants. — AFP/AP

PARIS/NEW YORK: Reality T V star Kim Kardashian
returned to New York “badly shaken” yesterday after
being robbed at gunpoint in her Paris residence by
masked men who stole some $10 million worth of jewel-
ry from her. Kardashian, wearing sunglasses and with her
head bowed, was pictured entering her Manhattan
apartment with her rapper husband Kanye West. She
had left Paris by private jet hours after robbers tied her
up in the bathroom and put a gun to her head.

Kardashian, who her publicist said was “badly shaken
but physically unharmed,” said nothing to waiting media

upon her arrival. “What happened is very unfortunate
and those responsible must be severely punished,”
French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault told TV5
Monde. “We are fully mobilised to ensure the safety of
the French people, as well as all those who visit France,
and in particular tourists.” 

A Paris police source earlier told Reuters that five attack-
ers, wearing ski masks and clothes with police markings,
struck around 3 am (0100 GMT) inside the exclusive apart-
ment block where Kardashian, 35, was staying while
attending Paris Fashion Week. — Reuters (See Page 40)

Kardashian held at gunpoint, 
jewelry worth $10m stolen

Reality star tied up in bathroom

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s exports hit KD 3.5 billion in the sec-
ond quarter of 2016, down 25.8 percent compared to
April-June 2015, according to the country’s Central
Administration of Statistics (CAS). In the same period,
volume of trade decreased 17.6 percent compared to
the second quarter of 2015. Volume of trade was KD
5.9 billion in April-June 2016, while it was KD 7.1 billion
in April-June 2015, it said in a press statement to KUNA.

Coverage rate was 150.8 percent in April-June
2016, while it was 200.6 percent in April-June 2015. In
the second quarter of 2016, coverage rate (excluding
oil) was 15.6 percent, while it was 20.1 percent in the
second quarter of 2015, it added. For April-June 2016,
the top categories for exports were mineral fuels and
oils (KD 3.1 billion) with a share of 89.7 percent, organ-
ic chemicals (KD 77.9 million) at 2.2 percent and plas-
tics and articles thereof (KD 60 million) at 1.7 percent.

In the same period, boilers, machinery and
mechanical appliances and parts thereof had by far
the highest value of imports (KD 327.4 million) with
share of 13.9 percent, followed by vehicles other than
railway or tramway rolling-stock and parts thereof (KD
279.3 million) at 11.8 percent, electrical machinery and
equipment and parts thereof; sound recorders and
reproducers, television image and sound recorders
and reproducers, and parts and accessories of such
articles” (KD 272 million) at 11.5 percent, and articles of
iron and steel (KD 135.6 million) at 5.7 percent, it said.

In April-June 2016, the main partner country for
non-oil exports was India (KD 62.5 million), followed
by Saudi Arabia (KD 52.6 million), UAE (KD 48.1 million)
and China (KD 37.2 million). The top country for
Kuwait’s imports was China (KD 361.1 million), fol-
lowed by United States of America (KD 217.2 million),
UAE (KD 215.6 million) and Germany (KD 160.5 mil-
lion), it noted.

Continued on Page 13

Kuwait’s exports 
down 25.8% in Q2

BOGOTA: A woman stands near a white flag splashed in red as if it were blood after
knowing the results of a referendum on whether to ratify a historic peace accord to end
a 52-year war between the state and the communist FARC rebels on Sunday. —AFP 

BOGOTA: The Colombian government
and FARC rebels scrambled yesterday to
save a peace deal after voters narrowly
rejected it in a referendum, throwing the
four-year-old peace process into uncer-
tainty. The shock result prompted the gov-
ernment’s chief peace negotiator to offer
his resignation - possibly paving the way
for fresh talks - as the leader of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) vowed the rebels were prepared to
“fix” the deal.

Both President Juan Manuel Santos and
Rodrigo Londono, the top FARC command-
er better known by his nom de guerre
Timochenko, put a brave face on the refer-
endum setback after their teams had
negotiated for four years in Havana. They
vowed to keep working together. “I will
keep seeking peace until the last minute of
my term,” Santos said. “Count on us, peace
will triumph,” Timochenko added.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon,
who had offered a UN team to oversee the
disarmament process, said he had “urgent-
ly” sent his Colombia envoy to Havana,
where the peace talks were held, for new

consultations. Still, the outcome left no
clear way forward to end a half-century
conflict that has claimed more than
260,000 lives. “Colombia is in uncertain ter-
ritory,” said Angelika Retteberg, an expert
on the peace process at the University of
the Andes in Bogota.

The peace deal had been hailed as his-
toric from the time it was concluded on
Aug 24 to the moment it was signed last
week in the presence of UN chief Ban and
US Secretary of State John Kerry. Resentful
of the blood shed by the Marxist guerrillas
and the lenient punishment the deal met-
ed out for their crimes, voters rejected it
Sunday by a razor-thin margin: 50.21 per-
cent for the “No” camp to 49.78 percent for
“Yes”. Low turnout of just over 37 percent
also proved fatal.

The head of the government’s delega-
tion to the peace talks, Humberto de la
Calle, offered his resignation to Santos,
who has staked his legacy on ending the
conflict. “Any mistakes we made are my
responsibility alone,” De la Calle told jour-
nalists at the presidential palace. 

Continued on Page 13

Shock as Colombia 
peace deal rejected
Govt, FARC rush to save accord

An Omani follows his camels with his car as they return to their farm at sunset yes-
terday in Al-Lisaili, about 50 km southeast of Dubai. — AP 

STOCKHOLM: Yoshinori Ohsumi of Japan
won the Nobel Medicine Prize yesterday for
his pioneering work on autophagy - a
process whereby cells “eat themselves” -
which when disrupted can cause
Parkinson’s and diabetes. A fundamental
process in cell physiology, autophagy is
essential for the orderly recycling of dam-
aged cell parts and understand-
ing it better has major implica-
tions for health and disease,
including cancer.  Ohsumi’s dis-
coveries “have led to a new par-
adigm in the understanding of
how the cell recycles its con-
tents,” the jury said.

“Mutations in autophagy
genes can cause disease, and
the autophagic process is
involved in several conditions
including cancer and neurological disease,”
the jury added. Ohsumi told reporters in
Tokyo that winning the Nobel “was my
childhood dream, but it has not been the
focus of my concern since I got into research
- I don’t like competing”. Researchers first
observed during the 1960s that a cell could
destroy its own contents by wrapping them
up in membranes and transporting them to
a degradation compartment called the lyso-
some - a discovery that earned Belgian sci-

entist Christian de Duve a Nobel Medicine
Prize in 1974.

It was de Duve who coined the term
“autophagy”, which comes from the Greek
meaning self-eating. In what the jury
described as a “series of brilliant experi-
ments in the early 1990s”, Ohsumi used bak-
er’s yeast to identify genes essential for

autophagy. He then went on to
explain the underlying mecha-
nisms for autophagy in yeast
and showed that similar sophis-
ticated machinery is used in
human cells. Ohsumi was able
to build on de Duve’s work and
prove that the lysosome “wasn’t
a waste dump, it was a recycling
plant,” Karolinska Institute pro-
fessor Juleen Zierath explained.

Ohsumi’s findings opened
the path to understanding the importance
of autophagy in many physiological
processes, such as how the body adapts to
starvation or responds to infection. When
autophagy breaks down, links have been
established to Parkinson’s disease, type 2
diabetes and other disorders that tend to
appear in the elderly. Intense research is
now under way to develop drugs that target
autophagy in various diseases.

Continued on Page 13

Japanese wins Nobel 
for cell ‘recycling’

Yoshinori Ohsumi


