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BOSTON: Campaigns to legalize recreational mari-
juana use in Massachusetts and Maine launched
their first television ads yesterday, hoping to boost
public awareness and support ahead of November
votes on the issue.

The ads began just over a month before Election
Day, when voters in five US states will determine
whether to legalize the recreational use of the drug,
following the lead of Colorado, Washington, Oregon
and Alaska, as well as the District of Columbia. The
Massachusetts ads feature Tom Nolan, a former
Boston Police Department officer and current pro-
fessor of criminal justice at Merrimack College,
advocating for legalization as a way to better regu-

late marijuana use.
“Question 4 requires strict product labeling and

child-proof packaging and bans consumption by
kids,” Nolan says in the 30-second spot, citing the
question’s position on the November 8 ballot. The
Maine advertisement also features an ex-law
enforcement official, former Cumberland County
Sheriff Mark Dion, who argues that legalizing the
use of the drug for adults over the age of 21 would
free up police resources to investigate violent
crimes.

The campaigns launch a week after the group
Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol in Arizona
launched its first blast of TV ads. Voters in California

and Nevada will also face ballot questions on the
issue this year.

Both the Massachusetts and Maine campaigns
face stiff opposition from local officials, with Boston
Mayor Martin Walsh, a recovering alcoholic, among
the most prominent Democratic voices against the
idea. Walsh has stressed the perceived risk that
legalizing marijuana could lead users to become
addicted first to pot and then other drugs.

Maine Governor Paul LePage, a Republican, has
also repeatedly voiced his opposition. Recent opin-
ion polls have shown voters in both northeastern
states favoring legalization. Some 53 percent of
respondents to a WBZ/UMass Amherst poll of 700

likely Massachusetts voters last month supported
the measure.

The result in Maine was much the same, with 53
percent of 505 likely voters polled by the Portland
Press Herald saying they favored the idea.
Massachusetts’ pro-legalization Yes on 4 Campaign
said its initial $650,000 television campaign would
last a week, with the group potentially extending it
if it proved effective.

“It’s a matter of how much money we have and
how much TV we can afford,” said Jim Borghesani, a
spokesman for the group.  “Voters will see more TV
adds, they’ll see some mailings and we’ll certainly
be attending forums and debates.” —Reuters
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MANBIJ: In the dark basement of the Manbij
Hotel, Ahmad Othman stares defiantly into
the room where he spent 32 days strung up
by a chain,  tor tured by the Is lamic State
group. “Our feet never touched the ground.
Sometimes they pulled the chain up and
down” to make the pain worse, Othman told

AFP in the hotel-turned-prison that was run
by IS in the Syrian town of Manbij. “For a while
after we were released, we couldn’t walk or
focus on anything anymore,” he said. 

In August, the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) — a US-backed alliance of Kurdish and
Arab fighters-recaptured the town in the
north of the war-wracked country. In better
times, the five-storey Manbij Hotel once host-

ed foreigners and Syrians alike, who would
come here on weekend getaways. But during
its two-year reign over Manbij, IS transformed
the hotel into a nightmarish prison for anyone
who violated the group’s hard line interpreta-
tion of Islamic law.

Othman, a Syrian Arab in his thirties, spent

three months there in late 2015 after being
accused of collaborating with anti-IS fighters.
The former student of French literature was
released following a lack of evidence against
him-and promptly joined the US-backed SDF.

Wear ing his  SDF fat igues,  O thman
returned with AFP to the hotel, which was
heavily damaged in the US-led air strikes
backing the SDF’s offensive. He entered the

building slowly, peering around corners as if
expecting an IS fighter to leap out and drag
him back into captivity.

Forced into tiny containers    
The hotel’s lower floors were transformed

by the jihadists into an underground maze of
dark cells and torture chambers. “The sun of
the caliphate has risen,” reads a hand-painted
message on one wall. “We definitely never
saw any sun down here,” Othman said bitterly.
Handcuffs still hang off the cells’ black metal
doors, with crudely cut-out slats allowing the
jailers to keep an eye on their prisoners. 

Orange-tiled shower stalls were turned
into solitary confinement cells, and dust-cov-
ered clothing and plastic bottles still litter the
floor. In one room, metal containers under a
meter (one yard) high and 50 centimeters (20
inches) wide line the wall. This was “where
prisoners would sit for days until they con-
fessed”, said Othman, who spent several days
himsel f  squeezed into one locker-s ized
crevice.

He said detainees were only allowed brief
intervals during which they could choose to
eat or pray-and those who opted to have
breakfast instead of completing their morn-
ing prayers were beaten.

Othman then pointed to a row of rusted
holes on a white tile wall. “There used to be
hooks here. This is where they would hang us,”
the bearded fighter said. “They used to hit us
everywhere, on our heads, our bodies.... They
made us climb inside a large wheel that they
would then hit.” Still, Othman considers him-
self lucky-for managing to get out alive and in
reasonably good health.

“Some stayed suspended in the air for six
months.  They can’t  walk  at  a l l  anymore
because of blood clots,” he said. Others who
were imprisoned with him were executed by
IS. “They just invent whatever accusation they
feel like and behead people,” Othman said.
“How do they dare call themselves an Islamic
state?” —AFP
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MINBIJ, SYRIA: A general view taken on September 25, 2016 shows the flag of the
Islamic State (IS) group painted on the wall outside the ancient Minbij hotel. —AFP

CULIACAN, SINALOA STATE, MEXICO: A soldier rides atop a military vehicle
in a convoy carrying the bodies of soldiers killed one day earlier in an
ambush, inside the Novena Military Zone on Saturday. —AP

MEXICO CITY: A lawyer for imprisoned
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman says that the
drug lord’s sons want the public to know
they had nothing to do with an ambush
that left five soldiers dead.

Lawyer Jose Refugio Rodriguez said in a
radio interview Monday with MVS Noticias
that he shares the military’s indignation
and that sons Ivan and Alfredo Guzman

want Friday ’s ambush investigated.
Gunmen attacked a military convoy to free
a wounded suspect in northern Sinaloa
state. Apparently grenades were used.

On Saturday, Defense Secretary Gen.
Salvador Cienfuegos called the attackers
“sick, insane criminal beasts.” A local mili-
tary commander said Friday Guzman’s sons
were suspected. —AP
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RABAT: Moroccan Prime Minister and leader of the Islamist Justice and
Development Party, known as the PJD, Abdelilah Benkirane speaks about
the upcoming nationwide legislative election, during an interview with The
Associated Press at his home yesterday. —AP

RABAT, MOROCCO: Morocco’s prime min-
ister is calling his main political rival in this
week’s elections a “liar” for claiming that
state-funded associations are behind grow-
ing Islamic extremism among Moroccan
youth.

In a sweeping interview yesterday with
The Associated Press, Abdelilah Benkirane,
acknowledged the challenges of stopping
radicalization and balancing the budget,
and called for greater attention to women’s
issues.

Benkirane defended the record of his

moderate Islamist Party of Justice and
Development, which faces a tough chal-
lenge in Friday’s parliamentary elections
from the Party of Authenticity and
Modernity. He denied accusations by PAM’s
leader that state-accredited associations
are behind youth radicalization.

Benkirane says moderates with a “toler-
ant and enlightened” understanding of
Islam need to be encouraged. Moroccan
authorities dismantled a cell of women
extremists yesterday linked to the Islamic
State group. —AP
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MOSCOW: President Vladimir
Putin yesterday suspended a
Russia-US deal on the disposal of
weapons-grade plutonium, a
move that comes amid escalating
tensions over Syria between
Moscow and Washington.

Putin’s decree released by the
Kremlin cited Washington’s
“unfriendly actions” and the
United States’ inability to fulfill its
obligations under the 2000 deal as
reasons for the move. However,
the decree says that the weapons-
grade plutonium that has fallen
under the agreement will be kept
away from weapons programs.

Under the agreement, which
was expanded in 2006 and 2010,
Russia and the US each were to
dispose of 34 metric tons of
weapons-grade plutonium,
enough material for about 17,000
nuclear warheads. When it was
signed, the deal was touted as an
example of successful US-Russian
cooperation on nuclear non-prolif-
eration.

Started plant
Russia said last year it had start-

ed up a plant that produces

mixed-oxide commercial nuclear
reactor fuel known as MOX from
weapons-grade plutonium.
Meanwhile, the construction of a
similar US plant in South Carolina
has been years behind schedule
and billions of dollars over budget.

The US administration wants to
cancel the Savannah River Site’s
MOX project and use an alterna-
tive method for disposing of
excess plutonium.

Putin pointed to the stalled
plant earlier this year to accuse the

US of failing to meet its end of the
deal. He also argued that the poli-
cy change would give the US
“return potential,” or a chance to
recycle the material back into the
weapons-grade plutonium.

Commenting on Putin’s move,
the Russian Foreign Ministry said
Monday that the US has “done all it
could to destroy the atmosphere
encouraging cooperation.” It cited
US sanctions against Russia over the
Ukrainian crisis and the deployment
of NATO forces near Russian borders
as examples. “We would like to
bring Washington back to under-
standing that it can’t introduce
sanctions against us in areas where
it’s quite painless for the Americans,
and at the same time continue
selective cooperation in areas it
sees as advantageous,” it said.

A strain in US-Russian ties esca-
lated in recent weeks followed the
collapse of a truce in Syria and the
Syrian army’s massive onslaught in
Aleppo under the cover of Russian
warplanes. The Russian Foreign
Ministry said Moscow would be
ready to restore the plutonium
agreement if the US takes Russian
concerns into account. —AP
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MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin visits a reserve for
wild horses near the Urals city of Orenburg, about 1300 kilo-
meters (800 miles) southeast yesterday. —AP

COLUMBUS: Ohio plans to resume executions
in January with a new three-drug combina-
tion after an unofficial three-year moratorium
blamed on shortages of lethal drugs, an attor-
ney representing the state told a federal
judge yesterday.

The state outlined its plan to Columbus
federal Judge Edmund Sargus in a hearing
where The Associated Press was the only
media outlet present. Thomas Madden with
the Ohio attorney general’s office said the
state will use the drugs midazolam, rocuroni-
um bromide and potassium chloride. He said
the drugs are not compounded and are FDA
approved.

Madden said a new execution policy will
be announced at the end of the week.
Attorneys representing death row inmates say
they’ll file a new challenge almost immediate-
ly. The development opens the way for the
execution of the Ronald Phillips for the rape
and murder of his girlfriend’s 3-year-old

daughter in Akron in 1993.
Ohio hasn’t put anyone to death since

January 2014, when Dennis McGuire repeat-
edly gasped and snorted during a 26-minute
procedure using a never -before-tried two-
drug combo. The state also used midazolam
in McGuire’s execution, making it disappoint-
ing that Ohio would again turn to that drug,
said Allen Bohnert, a federal public defender
representing several death row inmates.

Ohio and other states have struggled since
then to find legal supplies of execution drugs.
The state has more than two dozen inmates
with firm execution dates sitting on death
row, with executions scheduled out as far as
October 2019.

After McGuire’s execution, the longest ever
in Ohio using lethal drugs, the prisons agency
changed its policies to allow for single doses
of two alternative drugs. Complicating mat-
ters, neither of those drugs - sodium thiopen-
tal and pentobarbital - is available in the

United States after their manufacturers put
them off-limits for executions.

The state has unsuccessfully tried to find
compounded or specially mixed versions. Last
year, Republican Gov. John Kasich ruled out
looking for alternative methods, such as the
firing squad or hanging.

In 2014, Kasich signed a bill into law shield-
ing the names of companies that provide the
state with lethal injection drugs. Supporters
said such confidentiality is necessary to
obtain supplies of the drugs, and the measure
is needed to restart Ohio executions.
Opponents said it was naive to think the bill
could truly protect companies’ names from
being revealed.

In 2014, former federal Judge Gregory
Frost sided with the state, saying the prisons
agency ’s need to obtain the drugs out-
weighed concerns by death row inmates that
the information was needed to meaningfully
challenge the source of the drugs. —AP
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ISTANBUL: Turkey will extend a state of
emergency imposed after the July failed
coup for another three months starting
from October 19, the government said
yesterday. The decision was announced
after a weekly cabinet meeting chaired
by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at his
presidential palace in Ankara. Erdogan
last week suggested that the emergency
could be in place for a year. “The state of
emergency will be extended for another
90 days starting October 19 from 1 am,”
Deputy Prime Minister Numan Kurtulmus
told a news conference after the cabinet
meeting.

The decision still needs to be put to
vote in the 550-seat parliament but it is
certain to be passed as the ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP) enjoys a
majority in the house. The opposition
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) has
also voiced support for the extension.
The government says basic freedoms will
not be undermined. It says the state of
emergency is needed to hunt down sus-
pects in the failed putsch, blamed by

authorities on US-based Muslim preacher
Fethullah Gulen.

“The extension means we are still tak-
ing certain steps to address vital chal-
lenges to our democracy,” a senior
Turkish official said on condition of
anonymity. Gulen, who has lived in self-
imposed exile in Pennsylvania since
1999, has denied he was involved in the
coup bid.

Coup used to stifle critics   
There are growing fears the emer-

gency is being used by the government
as a pretext to silence critics.  The July 15
failed coup has already seen 32,000 sus-
pects placed under arrest in an unprece-
dented crackdown that set off alarm bells
in the West and in the United States.

The main opposition Republican
People’s Party (CHP) has accused the gov-
ernment of using the abortive putsch to
stifle dissent. The vast purge has touched
every sector in Turkey, with those arrest-
ed ranging from top former generals to
journalists. —AFP
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