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DRESDEN, GERMANY: Germany ’s
Chancellor Angela Merkel was greeted
yesterday by whistles and shouts of “Get
out” after arriving in Dresden-birthplace
of xenophobic movement Pegida-for
German reunification celebrations.  

The angry crowd also waved signs
saying “Merkel must go” in the east
German city, where some 2,600 police
were deployed as a security precaution.
The German leader has been under
pressure at home over her l iberal
refugee policy that saw an influx of
nearly 900,000 migrants last year. 

Dresden is hosting national celebra-
tions to mark 26 years since the reunifi-
cation of East and West Germany, with
the chancellor and President Joachim
Gauck in attendance. Supporters of
Pegida, the anti-immigrant, xenophobic
group that began in Dresden, also gave
Gauck a hostile greeting upon his

arrival.  The group initially drew just a
few hundred supporters to its demon-
strations before gaining strength, peak-
ing with rallies of up to 25,000 people in
early 2015. 

Though Merkel ’s conservative
Christian Democrats (CDU) took a drub-
bing in recent regional polls, she insist-
ed on the sidelines of Monday’s celebra-
tions that “mutual respect” and “accep-
tance of very divergent political opin-
ions” are needed to meet the challenges
facing Germany.

Norbert Lammert, the speaker of the
German parliament, took aim at those
who “whistle and shout” but who “clear-
ly don’t have the slightest memory of
the condition of this city and this region
were in before reunification”.  The
rightwing populist Alternative for
Germany (AfD) harnessed a wave of
anger over the refugee influx to claim

around 14 percent of the vote last
month in Berlin state.

Its success has mirrored the march of
anti-migrant parties in France, Austria
and the Netherlands as well  as
Republican maverick Donald Trump in
the United States. Bomb attacks hit a
mosque and an international conven-
tion centre in Dresden last week, with
police suspecting xenophobic and
nationalist motives.

Saxony, of which Dresden is the state
capital, saw far-right hate crimes target-
ing shelters for asylum seekers rise to
106 in 2015, with another 50 recorded in
the first half of this year. 

In an annual report outlining
progress since reunification, the govern-
ment warned last week that growing
xenophobia and right-wing extremism
could threaten peace in eastern
Germany. —AFP
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DRESDEN, SAXONY, GERMANY: German Chancellor Angela Merkel (C) and the
Prime Minister for the federal state of Saxony Stanislaw Tillich (L) arrive at the
Semperoper Opera House during celebrations of the Day of German Unity yes-
terday. —AFP

TALLINN: Estonia’s parliament yesterday elected
surprise candidate Kersti Kaljulaid as the first
woman president of the tech-savvy Baltic state,
breaking a month-long political stalemate. 

The non-aligned 46-year-old member of the
European Court of Auditors responsible for
keeping watch over EU finances, won the sup-
port of 81 of Estonia’s 101 members of parlia-
ment. A mother of four and a grandmother,
Kaljulaid will take over as NATO nation’s fifth
president since independence in 1991 as Tallinn
gears up for the EU’s rotating six-month presi-
dency next July.

The head of state plays a largely ceremonial
role in the eurozone country of 1.3 million peo-
ple and is elected by parliament or electoral col-
lege rather than direct public vote. Women’s
right are already highly developed in Estonia,
but Kaljulaid’s election is still seen as an impor-
tant first.

Her background as an auditor is likely to go
down well in the fiscally conservative nation.
With its debt-to-GDP ratio hovering around 10
percent, Tallinn has long insisted other eurozone
members ought to adopt its strict fiscal disci-

pline. Kaljulaid was nominated last week as a
dark horse candidate after favorites, including
former foreign minister Marina Kaljurand and
former prime minister and European commis-
sioner Siim Kallas, failed to win in two previous
rounds of voting in August and September.

Liberal streak    
Although Kaljulaid has had a successful inter-

national career over the last 12 years as an EU
auditor, she is not a household name in Estonia.
“Kaljuoulaid is rather unknown by the Estonian
public and she will need to present her views to
the people,” Tonis Saarts, a political scientist at
Tallinn University, told AFP.

“Therefore the first period of her presidency
will most likely focus more on domestic affairs
rather than international relations, making her a
very different head of state than the predecessor
Toomas Hendrik Ilves.”

Known for his sharp tongue and fondness of
bow-ties and tweeting, Ilves gave the role a
strong international dimension due to his flair
for foreign affairs. A trained biologist specializing
in genetics, Kaljulaid also also holds an MBA

from University of Tartu. In the late nineties she
worked as investment banker at Hansapank that
was later taken over by Swedbank. 

In 1999, Kaljulaid joined the office of the
Estonian prime minister Mart Laar as an eco-
nomic policy adviser. In early 2000s she man-
aged the Iru power plant near Tallinn. She also
co-hosted a weekly radio program on political
and economic affairs for the popular Kuku Radio
station and has said she views education and
health as key areas of concern.

Kaljulaid has also described herself as eco-
nomically conservative with a strong liberal
streak on social issues. Her daughter and son
from her first marriage are already grown-ups,
while her two younger sons are 11 and 6-
years-old. 

Husband Georgi-Rene Maksimovski, a pub-
licity-shy communication engineer, gave up his
public service career to support her work at the
European Court of Auditors. Estonia’s head of
state gives legislation its final seal of approval
after checking its constitutionality. Presidents
can remain in office for up to two consecutive
five-year terms at a time.—AFP
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PARIS: Francois Hollande’s distant
prospects of winning a second term as
French president were further dented yes-
terday when a poll suggested he would not
even win the endorsement of his own
Socialist Party’s supporters.

Opinion polls have for many months
shown Hollande losing the May presiden-
tial election to all likely adversaries, but the
new poll pointed to him being defeated in
the party’s candidate selection process by
former industry minister Arnaud
Montebourg.

Montebourg, 53, who made his mark by
espousing a markedly leftist l ine,
announced on Sunday that he would take
part in the January pre-selection contest.
The BVA-Salesforce poll, conducted from
Sept. 13 to Sept.  20, showed him winning
the left-wing primary with 52 percent of
votes versus 48 percent for Hollande.

The 62-year-old Hollande is France’s
most unpopular leader in modern history
and has yet to declare his intention, but is
expected to do so in December. The elec-

tion is likely to come down to a second
round battle between the centre-right par-
ty ticket - most likely former prime minister
Alain Juppe or former president Nicolas
Sarkozy - and far-right National Front
leader Marine Le Pen.

Montebourg made his mark in 2011 by
winning a surprisingly large 17 percent of
votes in the primary where Hollande
secured the Socialist Party ticket, after
which he went on to beat Sarkozy in the
May 2012 ballot.

Despite a remit to help secure a renewal
of industry and stem a haemorrhage of
industrial jobs to lower-wage countries in
eastern Europe, Montebourg’s ministerial
term in Hollande’s government was marked
by several high-profile factory closures.

He has not always spoken kindly of the
president. When Hollande’s now former
partner, Segolene Royal, was running for
president in 2007, Montebourg,  her
spokesman at the time, famously said
Royal “has only one flaw - her compan-
ion”.—Reuters

MADRID: Spain’s political impasse looks set
to continue for some time. The leading
opposition Socialist party says that it’s up
to its federal committee to decide whether
to change the party’s stance against allow-
ing acting Premier Mariano Rajoy of the
rival Popular Party to form a minority gov-
ernment.

Javier Fernandez, caretaker Socialist
leader following the weekend resignation
of Pedro Sanchez, said yesterday that the

committee would meet but he couldn’t say
when. He said his main task was to restore
unity following the crisis triggered by those
who opposed Sanchez’s stance of blocking
Rajoy.

Sanchez’s departure raises the possibility
the Socialists may alter that stance and help
end Spain’s nine-month stalemate following
two inconclusive elections. Parliament has
until Oct. 31 to form a government or a new
election must be held. —AP

TALLINN: New Estonian President Kersti Kaljulaid gives a press conference at Riigikogu, the Estonian parliament yesterday. —AFP

BUCHAREST: A former Romanian minister,
a former mayor and two businessmen were
handed prison sentences yesterday and
will have millions of Euros taken from them
in punishment for money-laundering, influ-
ence-peddling and taking bribes.

The High Court of Cassation and Justice
sentenced Gheorghe Stefan, former mayor
of Piatra Neamt, to six years for influence-
peddling and ordered that some 4 million
Euros ($4.5 million) be confiscated from
him. He admitted wrongdoing and said he
deserved the punishment.

Former telecommunications minister
Gabriel Sandu was sentenced to three
years for bribery and money-laundering
and 2.2 million Euros were ordered confis-
cated. Sandu admitted wrongdoing and
had asked for a suspended sentence.
Businessman Dorin Cocos and Nicolae

Dumitru both received sentences of 2
years and four months for influence-ped-
dling and money laundering. The court
ordered 9 million Euros confiscated from
Cocos and 2.8 million from Dumitru. The
rulings are final.

Cocos apologized for wrongdoing and
said he would not break the law again.
Dumitru broke down in tears saying he
“deeply regretted” what he’d done and
asked for a suspended sentence.

Anti-corruption prosecutors said under
the terms of a 2004 government contract
with Microsoft for computers licensed for
schools, the four maneuvered to pocket a
47-percent discount offered by Microsoft.
Some 15.7 million Euros were paid to their
companies. By 2009, when the contract
expired, the state had bought more than
150,000 licenses.—AP

MOSCOW: Moscow yesterday insisted its
bombing campaign in Syria was “highly
effective”, denying its jets struck hospitals
as a brutal onslaught against rebel-held
Aleppo has sparked accusations of war
crimes. 

Deputy foreign minister Gennady
Gatilov said Russia’s air strikes in support of
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime had
stopped jihadists taking over the country.
“From this perspective our participation
has been highly effective, especially now
when the situation around Aleppo has
worsened,” he was quoted as saying by
Russian wires.  

Moscow has been accused of indiscrimi-
nately bombing Aleppo’s opposition-con-
trolled east as it helps an offensive current-
ly being conducted by Syrian government
troops to capture all of the country’s sec-
ond city.

The largest hospital in eastern Aleppo
was bombed over the weekend for the sec-
ond time in days as the UN’s top aid official

decried the “living hell” suffered by locals.
Russia has repeatedly denied that its strikes
have hit hospitals and other civilian facili-
ties. “Accusations that Russia is allegedly
bombing medical facilities, hospitals,
schools are all baseless,” Gatilov said. 

A short-lived truce brokered by Moscow
and Washington earlier this month could
have led the two countries to coordinate
strikes against jihadists, but the deal quick-
ly fell apart. 

The United Nations has warned that a
humanitarian catastrophe is unfolding in
Aleppo unlike any witnessed so far in Syria’s
brutal five-year war, which has claimed
more than 300,000 lives.

Moscow said last week that it was con-
tinuing its year-long Syrian air campaign in
spite of US warnings that Washington
would suspend talks unless Moscow
stopped its assault on Aleppo. Gatilov said
Russia was working to agree with
Washington on “what needs to be done to
renew the cessation of hostilities.”—AFP

LJUBLJANA: Slovenian authorities yesterday started
transferring the remains of some 800 people killed
and dumped in a mine by communist dictator Tito’s
forces in the aftermath of World War II. Authorities
first opened the Huda Jama mine, some 80 kilome-
ters northeast of Ljubljana, in 2009, one of hundreds
of mass graves believed to be dotted around the for-
mer Yugoslav republic.

Investigators first found a horizontal chamber with
the mummified remains of over 400 people but later
discovered another 45-metre (150-feet) vertical cavity
containing yet more. “We calculate between 2,200
and 2,500 bodies might be in that chamber,” historian
Mitja Ferenc, member of special commission investi-
gating mass graves, told the Delo daily.

He said that most of the victims were Croat and
Slovene soldiers and civilians who had collaborat-
ed-or were thought to have collaborated-with the
Nazis  and then executed,  of ten without tr ia l .
Slovenian President Borut Pahor, attending a cere-
mony on Monday at the site, said the first 800 bod-
ies will  be transferred to a memorial centre at
Dobrova, west of Ljubljana, by the end of October
and the rest next year.

DNA samples will also be taken in order to help
identify the dead. “Reconciliation is possible only
once we are ready to forgive and to admit the truth
even if it is painful, hard and incriminating,” Pahor
said during the ceremony, attended by victims’ rel-
atives.

Ferenc said the wartime mass graves commission
has registered some 700 possible mass grave sites in
which some 15,000 people are bel ieved to be
buried. —AFP
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PARIS: French President Francois Hollande (L) attends a meeting with Malian
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita (R) at the Elysee Palace yesterday. —AFP
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MADRID: A woman rolls up a poster with the photograph of Spain’s Socialist party
leader Pedro Sanchez outside the party headquarters on Saturday. —AP


