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JAKARTA: An Indonesian militant was jailed for six
years yesterday over a series of failed plots hatched
under the guidance of an Indonesian jihadist fight-
ing with the Islamic State group in Syria.

Arif Hidayatullah plotted to assassinate Jakarta
governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, an ethnic
Chinese Christian, and bomb a Jewish community
centre and a mosque used by members of the
Muslim Shia minority, a court heard. The 31-year-
old, who was detained last December on the out-
skirts of Jakarta, did not carry out any of his plans

because he was not confident his homemade
bombs were ready. 

The Jakarta court heard he concocted the plots
under the wing of Bahrun Naim, a leading
Indonesian militant fighting with IS, who has been
linked to several botched assaults in his homeland,
from a plot to fire a rocket at Singapore to a suicide
attack on a police station. 

There has been an upsurge of violence and
attempted attacks in the world’s most populous
Muslim-majority country over the past year due to

the growing influence of IS. Hidayatullah was found
guilty of possessing explosive materials intended
for use in terror attacks. “The defendant is declared
to be convincingly guilty of terrorism offences and
is sentenced to six years in prison,” Judge Siti
Jamzanah told the court.

He also helped five Indonesians travel to Syria
and helped a Uighur radical enter Indonesia, the
court heard. The Uighur was later arrested outside
Jakarta as he prepared to carry out a suicide bomb-
ing. Indonesia has long struggled with Islamic mili-

tancy, suffering attacks in the 2000s including the
2002 Bali bombings that killed over 200 people,
mostly foreign tourists.

A sustained crackdown weakened the most dan-
gerous networks but IS has proved a potent new
rallying cry for Indonesia’s radicals, stoking fears
that militants fighting with the group could seek to
organize attacks back home.

In January an IS-claimed suicide bombing and
gun attack in Jakarta left four civilians and four
attackers dead.—AFP

Indonesian jailed over IS-linked terror plots

TOKYO: Since North Korea’s latest nuclear test,
Pyongyang and Seoul have been openly trading
threats of decapitation strikes and annihilating
capitals populated by millions of civilians. And
the talk of how each side might throw that first
pre-emptive punch has become more detailed
than ever.

Seoul and Pyongyang are now making a
point of claiming they are justified, and capable,
of striking hard if an attack by the other appears
imminent: 

North Korea with its rapidly developing
nuclear arsenal, Seoul with conventional missile
attacks and commando operations explicitly
aimed at killing Kim Jong Un and his top com-
manders. Swings of tension from crisis levels to
business as usual, with the white noise of belli-
cose rhetoric always in the background, have
been a fact of life for decades on the divided
Korean Peninsula. But with pre-emptive strike
scenarios now coming out in the open, there
may be new cause for real concern.

Here’s a look at why, from the perspectives
of the North, the South and the United States:

Pyongyang doubles down
Since assuming power in late 2011, Kim has

made major strides toward making his country a
credible nuclear threat. This year alone, the
North has conducted two nuclear tests, its latest
and biggest on Sept. 9. It has test-launched sev-
eral long-range missiles, including at least one
from a submarine, and generally demonstrated
it’s moving toward a stealthier, deployment-
ready nuclear and missile arsenal.

Pyongyang may now be capable of launching
a nuclear attack on Seoul, which is only about 60
kilometers (35 miles) south of the Demilitarized
Zone, and on the roughly 28,000 US troops
deployed in the South. Also possibly within strik-
ing distance are Japan, home to another 50,000
US troops, and even the US territory of Guam, a
key Pacific military hub about 3,000 kilometers
(1,900 miles) away.

It’s closer than ever to having nuclear-tipped
missiles able to reach the US mainland.

Having the weaponry and being able to suc-
cessfully use it are two different things. Experts
have mixed opinions on whether the North can
actually mount nuclear weapons on its long-
range missiles, and on how reliable either would
be. North Korea has effectively held Seoul
hostage for decades with dug-in, well-hidden
artillery that could cause massive damage on
the crowded South Korean capital and its sub-
urbs. But the immediate US-South Korean coun-
terattack would be devastating.

But by introducing nuclear weapons into the
equation, Pyongyang is trying to strengthen its
hand - in deterrence, in an actual contingency or
at the negotiating table should meaningful talks
with Washington resume.

It’s a risky, costly and extremely dangerous
gambit, and North Korea appears to be doubling
down. In March, its state media reported that
Kim personally supervised a drill simulating an
attack on the Blue House, South Korea’s presi-
dential residence. Late last month, the North’s
military issued a statement threatening to use
nuclear weapons to reduce Seoul to ashes and
“sweep Guam, the base of provocations, from
the surface of the earth.” On Sunday, state media
again warned the North is ready to act at the
“slightest sign of intrusion.”

South Korea preps to take out Kim
Obviously, a “decapitation strike” scenario

aimed at North Korea’s leadership is something
the South would quietly consider - that’s what
military strategists are paid to do. North Korea
attempted one against South Korean President
Park Chung-hee in 1968; it was a disaster.

But Seoul is now showing its cards
South Korean media started talking about

them in August 2015, when a South Korean
defense official said “beheading operations”
would be part of a new joint wartime plan. US
and South Korean troops reportedly conducted
such training during joint exercises in March.
Some military experts say such exercises aren’t
new, but the reports outraged Pyongyang.

Seoul’s rhetoric is now even more pointed.
Shortly after last month’s nuclear test, its Joint
Chiefs of Staff announced plans to strengthen its
ability to conduct pre-emptive strikes. And it
said a “Korea Massive Punishment and
Retaliation” system would use special forces, the
Hyunmoo-2 ballistic missile and the Hyunmoo-3
cruise missile - now under development - to, as
one South Korean newspaper put it, “obliterate
areas where Kim Jong Un and the rest of North
Korea’s leaders are located.”

Kim Dae Young, a military expert at South
Korea’s Korea Defense and Security Forum, ques-
tioned whether the South could pull off a pre-
emptive strike without nuclear weapons.
“Pyongyang’s subways run 100 to 150 meters
(328 to 492 feet) deep.  South Korea could fire all
of its cruise missiles and ballistic missiles onto
Pyongyang and it would still be difficult to break
the tunnels,” he said. “If you’re able to take out
Kim Jong Un on the first try, good. But if you fail,
then you come under a nuclear attack.”

Conservative lawmakers, scholars and media
agencies are calling for South Korea to develop
its own nukes and ask the US to reintroduce tac-
tical nuclear weapons into South Korea. Officials
say they have no plans for such changes, which
would infuriate neighbors China, Russia and
Japan and fly in the face of longstanding US mili-
tary policy.

Patience and worry in Washington
With presidential elections just over a month

away, Washington has been sticking to President
Barack Obama’s longstanding policy of “strategic
patience” - keeping Pyongyang at arm’s length,
building regional alliances and isolating the
North’s government.

It has recently flown B-1B bombers over the
Korean Peninsula and is moving ahead with the
deployment of its top-of-the-line THAAD missile
defense system in South Korea, though China
sees THAAD as a threat to its own defense.

Assistant Secretary of State Daniel Russel, the
top US diplomat for East Asia, assured Congress
last week the US has plans in place for “de-esca-
lating and defusing” a crisis. He said South
Korea’s official statements on pre-emption did
not show it has any intent “to take precipitous or
provocative action.”

Even so, some in Washington view the escala-
tion as disconcerting. “Discussions of things like
pre-emption in public obviously add a troubling
element to peninsular dynamics,” said Evans
Revere, a former State Department official and
East Asia expert. Revere blamed Pyongyang for
its rapid nuclear and missile buildup. He said
Seoul’s logic in allowing stories about exercise
scenarios to leak out is to “maximize the deter-
rent message” and to reassure South Koreans.

That, too, is a risky game.
Democratic Sen. Ed Markey, also at last

week’s Senate hearing, warned that if North
Korea believes the South intends to use pre-
emptive force to kill its leaders, Kim Jong Un
would be under pressure to delegate control
over nuclear weapons to front-line military com-
manders. If the North believes Seoul plans to pre
-emptively take out its nuclear weapons, he
added, that could also create pressure to “use
them or lose them in a crisis.” “Both of those
pressures could drastically increase the risk of
inadvertent nuclear war on the peninsula,” he
said. Talmadge has been the AP’s Pyongyang
bureau chief since 2013. AP writers Kim Tong-
hyung and Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul, South Korea,
and Matthew Pennington in Washington con-
tributed to this report.—AP

PYEONGTAEK, SOUTH KOREA: In this Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2016 file photo, a US Air Force B-1B bomber take off from Andersen Air Force Base,
Guam, lands at Osan Air Base. —AP
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JAKARTA: Police in Indonesia’s capital are
investigating the operator of a public video
screen that briefly displayed a pornograph-
ic movie instead of advertising to passing
traffic. Ten people, including employees of
the company operating the electronic bill-
board, have been questioned, Jakarta
police spokesman Awi Setiyono said yester-
day. Police can’t yet name a suspect, he
added.

Twitter in social media-mad Indonesia
was abuzz with news of the incident, which
occurred not long after Friday prayers last
week in the Muslim-majority country. Many
users posted clips of the billboard as it dis-
played a scene from Japanese pornography
on an internet browser.

Adrian Wiedarta, a manager at PT

Transito Adimanjati, which operates the
advertising screen, blamed the incident on
a hacker who he said seized control of the
system, allowing pornography to play for
about five minutes. Police assisted by near-
by vendors shut off power to the giant
video screen as drivers and pedestrians
watched the movie.

Setiyono said the police’s cybercrime
unit has analyzed several computers seized
from the company. Jakarta police chief
Muhammad Iriawan said the perpetrator
could be charged under either the
Electronic Transaction Law, which carries a
maximum prison sentence of six years and
a fine of 1 billion rupiah ($77,000), or the
Pornography Law, which carries a prison
sentence of up to 12 years. —AP
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A look at recent developments in the South
China Sea, where China is pitted against
smaller neighbors in multiple disputes over
islands, coral reefs and lagoons in waters
crucial for global commerce and rich in fish
and potential oil and gas reserves:

Singapore says Chinese newspaper “fab-
ricated” report Singapore accused a nation-
alist Chinese state-run newspaper of fabri-
cating details in a news report that it said
falsely depicted the city-state’s conduct at a
recent summit in Venezuela.

The Global Times report, published on
its Chinese-language website, said that
Singapore requested that the final docu-
ment of the 17th Non-Aligned Movement
summit include an endorsement for an
international arbitration panel’s July ruling
favoring the Philippines in its dispute with
China over the South China Sea. The report
cited unnamed sources it said “had knowl-
edge of the situation.”

The report said that most of the coun-
tries objected to the Singaporean delega-
tion’s request, angering the delegation. The
newspaper said the delegation also spoke
rudely to those countries’ officials.

The report triggered an unusually public
dispute between Singapore’s ambassador
to China and the chief editor of the tabloid
newspaper, which is published by the rul-
ing Communist Party ’s mouthpiece
People’s Daily. The outspoken paper targets
a domestic audience for whom nationalis-
tic appeals resonate strongly.

In an open letter to the Global Times’
editor-in-chief, the ambassador, Stanley
Loh, said that the report “attributed actions
and words to Singapore which are false and
unfounded.” In the letter, Loh said that “the
proposal to update the Southeast Asia
paragraphs in the NAM Final Document
was not done at the last minute nor by any
single ASEAN country. There was a com-
mon and united ASEAN position.”

It said that Singapore was “disappointed
that an established newspaper published
this irresponsible report replete with fabri-
cations and unfounded allegations with no
regard for the facts,” and noted that
Singapore was represented at the summit,
while China was not.

The editor-in-chief of the Global Times,
Hu Xijin, stood his ground against Loh’s
accusations, saying that the report “was
based on a serious and reliable source who
attended the summit,” according to the
newspaper. The ambassador wrote a sec-
ond letter aimed at refuting Hu’s response.
Singapore doesn’t have any claims to dis-
puted islands in the South China Sea and
its officials say it is interested in safeguard-
ing the stability of the region’s waterways.

Philippine President says he’ll end joint
drills with US Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte said he was giving notice to the
United States, his country’s long-standing
ally, that joint exercises between Filipino
and American troops this week will be the
last such drills. He told the Filipino commu-
nity in Hanoi, Vietnam’s capital, last week
that he will maintain the military alliance
with the US because of the countries’ 1951

defense treaty. But he said this week’s exer-
cises will proceed only because he did not
want to embarrass his defense secretary.

Duterte said during a two-day visit to
meet Vietnam’s leaders that he wants to
establish new trade and commercial
alliances with China and Russia, and that
the war games were something Beijing
does not want. “I would serve notice to you
now that this will be the last military exer-
cise,” he said. “Jointly, Philippines-US, the
last one.”

His foreign secretary quickly said the
decision was not final. Such a step would
impede Washington’s plans to expand the
footprint of US forces in Southeast Asia to
counter China. The US Embassy in Manila
said Washington had not been formally
notified by the Philippines of any cancella-
tion of combat drills after this week’s
maneuvers, called Phiblex. The Philippine
Defense Department has yet to clarify
Duterte’s remarks.

The previous Philippine government
signed a 2014 defense pact to give the US
forces access to five Philippine military
bases. That reflected Manila’s anxiety over
the territorial ambitions of China, with
which it has competing claims in the dis-
puted South China Sea. Duterte, however,
said Sunday that the accord was only
signed by the Philippine defense chief then
and not by the president, suggesting the
accord can still be pushed back.

Defense Chief says US to “sharpen our
military edge” in Asia Defense Secretary
Ash Carter said the US will “sharpen our
military edge” in Asia and the Pacific in
order to remain a dominant power in a
region feeling the effects of China’s rising
military might.

Carter made the pledge in a speech
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson
in port in San Diego. The Pentagon chief
described what he called the next phase of
a US  pivot to Asia - a rebalancing of
American security commitments after years
of heavy focus on the Middle East.

His speech was aimed at reassuring
allies unsettled by China’s behavior in the
South China Sea. With a broad complaint
that China is “sometimes behaving aggres-
sively,” Carter alluded to Beijing’s building
of artificial islands in disputed areas of the
South China Sea.

“Beijing sometimes appears to want to
pick and choose which principles it wants
to benefit from and which it prefers to try
to undercut,” he said. “For example, the uni-
versal right to freedom of navigation that
allows China’s ships and aircraft to transit
safely and peacefully is the same right that
Beijing criticizes other countries for exer-
cising in the region. But principles are not
like that. They apply to everyone, and
every nation, equally.” Singapore calls for
practical ways to defuse south china sea
incidents Singapore’s defense minister said
that countries need to look for practical
ways to defuse incidents in the South
China Sea, where China is pitted against
smaller neighbors in multiple disputes
over islands. — A

CORONADO, CALIFORNIA: In this Thursday, Sept. 29, 2016 file photo, US Defense
Secretary Ash Carter speaks to sailors on the flight deck of the USS Carl Vinson at
Naval Air Station, North Island.—AP
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BANGKOK: Under leaden monsoon skies, Seri
Sirinupong watches teams of youngsters warm
up on Thammasat University’s football pitch, the
scene of a brutal student massacre forty years ago
by Thai security forces and ultra-monarchist mili-
tias. Like many survivors, Seri will never forget the
horrors of October 6, 1976 one of the darkest
episodes in Thailand’s turbulent modern history.
“There was blood all over the football field,” the
77-year-old recalls of the crackdown on pro-
democracy protesters. “I don’t know how I sur-
vived, maybe it was divine intervention,” said Seri,
a former civil servant who was jailed for two years
for joining the protests.

In Thailand’s long history of political violence
and coups, the Thammasat University massacre
stands out for its brutality. Pro-democracy stu-
dents had massed in revulsion at the return to
Thailand of an ousted ex-dictator after a three-
year exile. But Thai security forces, aided by royal-
ist mobs, ended the protest with an attack that
saw possibly scores of students shot, battered or
stabbed to death — with others hung from trees
inside the campus.  The violence ended a brief

three-year flirtation with democracy and ushered
in another 16-years of military-led rule. No state
official has ever been held accountable for the
deaths. Thai generals are again in control of the
country. The latest coup in 2014 — the army’s
twelfth successful power grab-came four years
after soldiers once more turned their guns on
pro-democracy protesters on Bangkok’s streets.
“It’s a loop,” said Chutavuth Savetasavanond, 21,
an international studies student, standing near
the gates to Thammasat’s riverside campus where
the massacre began. “One moment of democracy,
then dictatorship, then democracy and then dic-
tatorship”.

Lottery of survival   
Thailand has come a long way since 1976

when the then staunch US-ally seemed poised to
fall to communism like many Southeast Asian
nations. Four decades on, Thailand’s neighbours
are either authoritarian one-party states or
emerging democracies. Thailand is stuck some-
where in between-unable to break its cycle of mil-
itary interventions or embed democratic govern-

ment. For the students who gathered in huge
numbers at Thammasat in 1976, momentum was
on their side. Their protests began in late
September against the return of ex-dictator
Thanom Kittikachorn, who had been forced into
exile three years earlier by another student-led
uprising at Thammasat.

By the first days of October thousands had
massed at Thammasat, buoyed by their numbers
and determination to block any potential come-
back by Thanom. But tensions were high.

Radio broadcasts had for weeks decried the
left-wing Thammasat as a den of communist
insurgency bent on toppling the monarchy-an
institution shielded from criticism by law. Then on
October 4 students staged a play on campus re-
enacting the recent lynching of two activists by
police. Deliberately or not, one of the student
actors bore a passing resemblance to Thailand’s
Crown Prince.   The spark was lit. Security forces,
many armed with automatic rifles, surrounded
the university backed by two royalist and vehe-
mently anti-communist militias-the Village Scouts
and the Red Gaurs.  — AFP

Thai university massacre casts forty year shadow


