
N E W S
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016

Continued from Page 1

Compared to the same quarter of the previous year,
exports to GCC countries totaled KD 133 million from KD
157.7 million, a decrease of 15.6 percent. The share of the
GCC countries was 3.7 percent in April-June 2016, while it

was 3.3 percent in April-June 2015. During the same peri-
od, 28 percent of imported products were industrial sup-
plies. Compared to the same period of the previous year,
industrial supplies increased 15.6 percent and capital
goods increased by 12.2 percent, while food and bever-
ages decreased by 12.7 percent, it added. — KUNA 

Kuwait’s exports down 25.8% in Q2
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“I have come to tell the president that I am offering to
stand down as head of the delegation, because I will not
be an obstacle to what comes next.”

That could pave the way for new negotiations, with a
government team including hardliners from the party of
Santos’s top political rival, former president Alvaro Uribe,
who led the “No” campaign. Timochenko indicated the
rebels were open to new talks, saying the referendum
result left them “much more committed” to peace. “There
are various ways to read (the result) and we must analyze
them to see what needs to be fixed,” he said in a radio
interview from Havana.

Opinion polls had showed the “Yes” camp well ahead,
and negotiators had said there was no Plan B in the event
of a “No” vote. Santos admitted defeat, but pledged not to
give up. “I will continue to seek peace to the last day of my
term,” he said late Sunday. Santos had been tipped as a
top contender for this year’s Nobel peace prize, along with
rebel leader Londono. But that prospect is all but dead
after the referendum defeat, experts said. “The Colombian
peace treaty or anybody associated with it simply is not a
candidate for the Nobel peace prize this year,” said Kristian

Berg Harpviken, director of Oslo’s Peace Research Institute
(PRIO).

The deal has now “lost legitimacy”, said Maria Luisa
Puig, a Latin America analyst at the Eurasia Group consul-
tancy. “The deal... is dead and cannot be implemented,”
she said in a note. “While the parties may seek to renegoti-
ate a deal, the process would be complex, time consum-
ing, and probably outlive the current administration.”

Commentators compared the result to that of June’s
surprise “Brexit” vote for Britain to leave the European
Union. Forecasts apparently miscalculated Colombians’
desire to punish the FARC. Deal opponents resented con-
cessions that included soft sentences with no jail time for
rebels who confessed to their crimes. The accord called for
the 5,765 FARC rebels to disarm and become a political
party, with seats in Colombia’s Congress. The FARC
launched its guerrilla war in 1964, after the army crushed
a peasant uprising.

Over the years, the conflict drew in several leftist rebel
groups, right-wing paramilitaries and drug gangs.
Authorities estimate it has left 45,000 missing and nearly
seven million uprooted. The two sides have declared a
ceasefire, and the FARC indicated their commitment to
upholding it. — AFP 

Shock as Colombia peace deal rejected
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Ohsumi, 71, received a PhD from the University of Tokyo in
1974. He is currently a professor at the Tokyo Institute of
Technology. 

The prize comes with eight million Swedish kronor (around
$936,000). “This is the highest honor for a researcher,” Ohsumi
told Japan’s public broadcaster NHK. “My motto is to do what
others don’t want to do. I thought (cellular breakdown) was
very interesting. This is where it all begins. It didn’t draw much
attention in the past, but we’re now in a time when there is a
bigger focus on it,” added Ohsumi.

The medicine prize is awarded by the Nobel Assembly at
the Karolinska Institute, which has seen a shadow cast over its
reputation following a recent scandal involving Italian surgeon
Paolo Macchiarini. In 2011, while working as a visiting profes-
sor at Karolinska, Macchiarini soared to fame for inserting the
first synthetic trachea, or windpipe, using patients’ stem cells.
His work was initially hailed as a game-changer for transplant
medicine. But two patients died and a third was left severely ill.

Allegations ensued that the risky procedure had been car-
ried out on at least one individual who had not, at the time,
been critically ill, and in 2014 several surgeons at Karolinska
filed a complaint alleging that Macchiarini had downplayed
the risks of the procedure. Karolinska suspended all synthetic
trachea transplants shortly after and fired Macchiarini. Two
members of the Nobel medicine prize assembly were forced
to step down in September over the scandal.

The 2016 Nobel season continues today with the physics
prize announcement, with the discovery of gravitational
waves seen as a potential winner. The first observation of
gravitational waves was announced in Feb 2016, a major
research breakthrough that confirms one of Albert Einstein’s
predictions in his theory of general relativity. The chemistry
prize, announced on Wednesday, could go to classic research

in the field, with speculation pointing to researchers who
added new elements to the periodic table, such as nihonium
or moscovium.

On Friday, all eyes will turn to Oslo where perhaps the most
prestigious of the awards, the peace prize, will be announced.
The Norwegian jury has sifted through an avalanche of nomi-
nations this year - a record 376, almost a hundred more than
the previous record from 2014. Among those often cited as
likely winners are the architects of two historic accords: The
recent peace deal in Colombia between the government and
the leftist FARC rebels; and the Iranian nuclear deal. But in a
shock upset, Colombians on Sunday voted against the peace
deal by a razor-thin majority in a referendum. The economics
prize will be announced on Oct 10, and the literature prize
wraps things up on Oct 13. — AFP 

Japanese wins Nobel for cell ‘recycling’

People pose for photos before a sculture reading ‘I Seoul U’ at Yeouido park in Seoul yesterday. In October 2015, ‘I Seoul U’ was chosen as the official slogan to represent the city with domestic media citing
concerns that it would likely attract international ridicule as not just uninspiring, but also making little sense in English. — AFP 

YOKOHAMA: Japanese scientist Yoshinori Ohsumi answers
a phone call following news that he won this yearís Nobel
Prize in medicine at his office in the Tokyo Institute of
Technology campus in Yokohama yesterday. —AP 


