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Ma Rongda, a tea grower for nearly 30 years, knows
how badly his business can be affected by
extreme weather. But when heavy snow and cold

hit his tea garden earlier this year, Ma was not as worried as
he used to be. “I bought insurance for my tea plantations,”
he explained. For an annual premium of some 7,000 yuan
($1,050), the 46-year-old received compensation of more
than 220,000 yuan ($32,950) - enough to cover all of his
production costs last year.

This is the second year that Ma and his fellow farmers in
eastern China’s Anji County have had access to insurance.
Before that, no policies were available for Chinese tea grow-
ers looking to secure their crops. As erratic weather has
become the new norm in China, insurance policies against
losses from extreme weather have emerged in a wide
range of agricultural businesses, from beekeeping to cattle
ranching to seaweed farming. Many are proving hugely
popular, thanks in part to cut-rate prices made possible by
government subsidies.

Chinese officials say the number of buyers of agricul-
ture-related insurance has more than tripled in the country
between 2007 and 2015, while the area of farmland cov-
ered by insurance has quintupled. The fast expansion of
insurance is just one thing China is doing to reduce what it
sees as a growing risks related to extreme weather and oth-
er climate change impacts. The country now requires infra-
structure construction companies to take climate change
impacts into consideration when planning new projects.

It has also developed early warning systems for extreme
weather events and taken up popular communications
tools - such as Weibo, China’s version of Twitter - to send
out typhoon alerts. Disaster statistics show why. Over the
last 20 years, one out of two people affected by weather-
related disasters has been Chinese, according to the United
Nations. Chinese government statistics show that floods,
droughts, typhoons and other natural disasters have
caused annual economic losses of 200 billion yuan ($30 bil-
lion) a year, on average, since the 1990s. Chinese farmers,
whose harvests rely on good weather, have been among
those hit the hardest.

‘Really Strange’ Weather
Ma, the tea grower in Anji County, for instance, had

already lost last year’s harvest to extreme cold when freez-
ing temperatures hit his plantations again this year, wither-
ing the tea leaves. “The weather is now getting really
strange,” Ma said in a telephone interview with the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “We used to experience
extreme cold weather once every three years.  But in 2016
alone, we suffered from (both) heavy snows and cold
waves. It was a double whammy.”

The insurance he now buys - introduced last year - gives
farmers an automatic payout for losses, without a visit from
an insurance claims adjuster, when the recorded tempera-
ture drops to minus 0.5 degrees Celsius during the harvest-
ing season. With Chinese policymakers promoting market-
oriented solutions to help cope with climate change, 65
percent of the insurance premium is being covered by gov-
ernment subsidies, making the new service appealing to
cost-conscious farmers.

Concerns over extreme weather drove Ma to buy insur-
ance for all his tea land as soon as the service became avail-
able in 2015 - and he has encouraged many others to do
the same, he said.  According to the Anji White Tea
Association, the scale of insured tea plantations increased
from 600 hectares in 2015 to nearly 1,900 hectares (4,700
acres) this year. PICC Property and Casualty Co Ltd, which
designed the insurance for tea growers, has rolled out 39
insurance products aimed at helping Chinese farmers han-
dle an increase in climate shocks. Other insurance firms
also have come up innovative policies, both in design and
the way they are sold. Shanghai-based Anxin Agricultural
Insurance Co Ltd., for one, recently teamed up with Taobao,
a popular Chinese e-commerce site, to sell insurance
against crop failures caused by strong winds. Farmers can
buy the insurance online and claim it based on meteoro-
logical data, which enables the company to serve farmers
whose villages do not have any insurance agents.

Insured Crabs
There are also growing efforts to create insurance services

for climate-related damages that are hard to measure.
Suzhou, a city west of Shanghai, is a major production hub for
Chinese mitten crabs, a burrowing crab that is named for its
furry claws and that is an autumn delicacy in eastern China.
But since heat waves have begun happening more frequent-
ly in Suzhou, farmers have complained that their mitten crabs
- and their wallets - have reduced in size. —Reuters
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Evangelicals: True test of faith in Trump
By Michael Mathes

“Boy did I do well with evangeli-
cals, right?” A boastful Donald
Trump basked in the adulation

of Christian conservatives at a rally this
week in Council Bluffs, Iowa as he recalled
their surprisingly strong support in the
hard-fought Republican presidential pri-
maries. He will need them again come Nov
8. Evangelicals form a powerful voting bloc
that the billionaire Republican must win by
significant margins in key swing states if he
is to defeat Hillary Clinton at the ballot box.

Polls show many religious conservatives
now favor Trump, even after many backed
Ben Carson or Ted Cruz, candidates with
stronger faith pedigrees, in the primary
battle. But in a series of interviews, several
evangelical voters and leaders told AFP
they hold deep reservations about the real
estate tycoon and his combative rhetoric,
personal character and morality.

Trump, who is Presbyterian, is twice
divorced, a casino magnate who made mil-
lions on a gambling empire. He has called
for a ban on Muslims entering the country,
and stands accused of demeaning women
and cheating employees - hardly the quali-
ties of humility and virtue sought by faith-
based voters. “It’s a quandary for evangeli-
cals, there’s no question about it,” acknowl-
edged Mike Hamlet, who has been a pastor
at First Baptist North Spartanburg, in the
southern state of South Carolina for 32
years.

In Trump they see a deeply flawed man,
but one who nonetheless hews more close-
ly to their Biblical values, in particular pro-
tecting the unborn, than does Democrat
Clinton. Churchgoers on a recent Sunday in
Spartanburg, a white evangelical strong-
hold, hesitated when asked about Trump,
but said ultimately they would support
him. “I don’t think that my standard candi-
date is on the ballot, but I’m going to vote
to the right,” said Pam Dean, 59, who works
with special needs children. “Jesus sat on
the right hand of God, we threw the nets
on the right. I’m going to vote to the right.”

‘Unhinged’ Versus ‘Unethical’ 
There are about 62 million born-again or

evangelical Christian Americans, according
to Pew Research Center. A large majority of
white evangelicals support Trump, but
many say they will cast their vote against
Clinton rather than as a full-throated Trump
endorsement. “I think that is as much
because of Hillary Clinton’s opposition to

Biblical values,” Pastor Hamlet said. “We’re
not going to have any candidates that are
more pro-abortion than she is.”

Clinton, 68, is a Methodist, and has cited
the teachings of Jesus while campaigning.
But Dean simply does not trust her. “She is
for abortion,” the worshipper said. “I have
not seen her Christian walk.” Evangelicals
also largely align with the Republican Party
on most issues, including national security,
immigration, taxes and size of government.
But there is little unbridled enthusiasm for
him among evangelicals, and the Trump
camp is worried that like in 2012, many
may choose to stay home on Election Day.
“I don’t know what I’m going to be doing as
an evangelical voting in November,” said
Levi Fox, 25, a student at Christian conser-
vative Bob Jones University (BJU) in nearby
Greenville.

“A lot of my peers don’t want to vote”
because they see Clinton and Trump as “the
difference between an unhinged candidate
and an unethical one,” Fox said. In 1999
Trump said he was pro-choice. Today he
claims he is pro-life, but the way he trum-
pets his faith sometimes raises eyebrows.
In July, he appeared to mock holy com-
munion, saying that “when I drink my little
wine... and have my little cracker, I guess
that’s a form of asking for forgiveness.”

‘Shame On Us’ 
Evangelical  par ticipation may not

decide the outcome in conser vative
South Carolina,  which has not voted
Democratic since 1976. But in neighbor-
ing North Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania
and critical battleground Ohio, evangeli-
cals could prove Trump’s savior, or his
undoing. “I think the jury is still out for
some people, but personally when I look
at the alternative, he is the only choice
for me,” said Alexia Newman, director of
the pro-life Carolina Pregnancy Center. “If
we go the other way and support Mrs.
Clinton... we know that it is going to be
abortion on demand, we know it’s going
to be marriage between anybody.”

Trump routinely appeals to evangeli-
cals. But he has also reprimanded them
for staying home in 2012 and contribut-
ing to Mitt Romney’s defeat to Barack
Obama. Evangelicals in July were rallying
behind Trump more than they supported
Romney four years ago, according to Pew.
Still, “I don’t think he has anything locked
up,” 76-year-old Walter Lapp of Boiling
Springs, near Spartanburg, said of Trump.
If evangelicals fail to come out in 2016,

“shame on us,” he said.  “ We have a
responsibility, not just a right, to be able
to vote according to how God leads us.”

BJU histor y professor Carl  Abrams
acknowledged he might be breaking
with the evangel ical  t rend.  “At  the
moment I  would not  vote for  him,
because he does not pass that  most

important test of love your neighbor as
yourself,” he said, referring to Trump’s
staunch anti-immigrant position. The
pregnancy center ’s Newman said she
believes Trump has “evolved” toward
Christian positions on abortion and mar-
riage. “I’m going to trust that he’s had an
epiphany,” she said. —AFP 

By Jordi Miro and Rodrigo Almonacid

Colombians say they are sick of
their country’s 52-year civil war. So
why did a thin majority of voters

reject their biggest chance yet for
peace? Forecasts ahead of Sunday’s sur-
prise referendum result misjudged how
divided Colombians are over how to set-
tle the conflict with the FARC rebels. “I
voted ‘Yes’ to peace by voting ‘No’ to the
accord,” said Carlos Gonzalez, a 19-year-
old student.  Here are four things
Colombians said ‘No’ to.

No to ‘Impunity’ 
Colombian authorities estimate the

conflict has left 260,000 people dead,
45,000 missing and nearly seven million
displaced. The accord offered an
amnesty for some FARC members,
though not for the worst crimes such as
massacres, torture and rape. It offered
reduced sentences for some FARC mem-
bers who confess their crimes. The FARC
apologized to its victims, some of whom
met with its members for emotional rec-
onciliations. But for Monica Gonzalez, 36,
the accord was too soft on the FARC,
which killed her grandmother in 2011. “I
agree with second chances, but not with
impunity,” she said as she celebrated the
result in northern Bogota on Sunday
night.

No to ‘Communism’ 
The FARC formed in 1964 to fight for

control of land and a communist system
of government, after state forces
crushed a rural uprising. The peace
accord, negotiated in Cuba, aimed to
convert the FARC into a civil political
group, with temporary seats in Congress.
That was too much for many

Colombians, who reject the FARC on ide-
ological as well as moral grounds.

The leader of the ‘No’ camp, former
president Alvaro Uribe, said the accord
would drive the country towards “Castro-
Chavism” - a reference to leftist leaders in
Cuba and Venezuela. “Democracy has
been saved” by Sunday’s result, said
Jesus Vivas, a 58-year-old pensioner, cel-
ebrating on Sunday. “The future of my
family and my children has been saved.
We have said ‘No’ to communism.”

No to Santos 
Colombia’s President Juan Manuel

Santos acted triumphantly when he
signed the peace accord with the FARC
on Sept 26. But his approval rating has
dipped nearly as low as 20 percent this
year. Opponents said they were in favor
of peace but voiced distaste at the presi-
dent and his determination to be the
one to end the war. “The drive for recon-
ciliation continues, but according to the
principles of a healthy society,” said
Maria Fernanda Cabal, an outspoken
congresswoman. “Not giving the country
away to bandits and the vanity of
Santos.”

No to Voting? 
Turnout in Sunday ’s  vote was

extremely low at 37 percent. Authorities
earlier said heavy rain caused some dis-
ruption to voting as Hurricane Matthew
passed over the Caribbean. “We do not
k now what  wi l l  happen now,” sa id
Jorge Cifuentes, 55, one of the Yes sup-
porters who had gathered to celebrate
in Bogota on Sunday night but ended
up cast into gloom. “But it is clear that
the conditions granted to the FARC
had a big effect, and the low turnout
too.”  —AFP

Why divided Colombia 

said ‘No’ to peace deal

By Bhuvan Bagga

Mohammad Iftakar waits with
sweets and gifts at the Wagah bor-
der crossing, a lifeline for families

violently separated during the founding of
India and Pakistan, fearful of dangerous
new divisions as hostilities flare once again.
Like many other Indians, he has extended
family on both sides of the frontier and
travels regularly between the nations that
were divided after independence from
Britain in 1947.

He worries authorities might close the
main border crossing at Wagah in India’s
northern Punjab state, leaving families like
his in limbo, after New Delhi said it had
conducted military strikes inside Pakistan.
“ There are some agencies and jihadi
groups in Pakistan that don’t want peace,
but all of the other people are like us,” said
Iftakar, who was travelling with his wife and
two sons and carrying bags loaded with
sweets and gifts. “They (Pakistanis) love us
and they too want close relations between

our two countries,” he said, before clearing
customs and making the short walk to the
border crossing.

The wealthy farming state of Punjab was
divided between India and Pakistan at par-
tition, becoming the epicenter of the vio-
lence in which at least a million people
were killed as Hindus fleeing the newly
formed Pakistan clashed with Muslims
moving the opposite way. Iftakar, whose
wife Aarafa is from Pakistan, nervously
remembers when India shut the border in
2001 after Pakistani militants staged a
deadly attack on the parliament building in
New Delhi.

The Wagah crossing itself is famous for
its colourful “flag lowering” ceremony, that
draws huge cheering crowds on both sides
of the border post each sunset to see the
display of military preening and pageantry.
The ceremony was briefly closed to the
public on the Indian side after the strikes in
disputed Kashmir to the north of Punjab,
which have led to a spike in tensions
between the nuclear-armed neighbours.

‘We are the Same’ 
India says it has no desire for a fur-

ther escalation in the situation, but has
nevertheless ordered thousands of vil-
lagers to move away from the border in
Punjab. India and Pakistan have fought
three wars since independence seven
decades ago.  Last week ’s str ikes fol-
lowed a deadly assault on one of India’s
army bases  in  K ashmir  that  Delh i
blamed on Pakistan-based mil itants.
Islamabad has dismissed India’s claim to
have conducted surgical strikes across
the border as an “illusion”, insisting any
such incursions would be impossible.

At  the  customs hal l ,  not  far  f rom
India’s Sikh holy city of Amritsar and a
short distance from Pakistan’s Lahore,
Ghulam Ali said he feared the regional
tensions would further delay a reunion
with his wife. “Our families have lived in
the same region for generations,” the 40-
year-old Muslim told AFP. Since marry-
ing his Pakistani wife two years ago, he
has  been t r y ing without  success  to

secure a visa for her to live with him in
India’s Rajasthan.

Instead, Ali, who works as a milk sup-
plier, makes frequent visits across the
border to see his wife and son. “What
some in Pakistan are doing is wrong of
course,” he said. “But I hope that the gov-
ernments, particularly our government,
ensures that people like us, who have
families across the border, don’t have
problems travelling and meeting each
other. We are the same people.” 

The road leading to Wagah is normal-
ly choked with auto rickshaws and taxis.
But  i t  has  been largely  deser ted in
recent days, with many tea stalls and
other  roads ide  eater ies  shut .
Mohammad Shahid, whose mother and
sister were heading to a relative’s wed-
ding in Lahore, said he too hoped for a
quick thawing of hostilities. “I hope the
governments sit and talk with each oth-
er,” he said. “ We haven’t experienced
such tension between the countries in a
while.” —AFP

Indo-Pak families fear border shutdown


