
ZAGREB: Ivan Rakitic has joined Luka Modric and Dejan Lovren on the side-
lines and the three injured stalwarts will miss Croatia’s World Cup qualifiers
against Kosovo and Finland, coach Ante Cacic said yesterday.  The 28-year-old
playmaker pulled out with an Achilles tendon strain while Modric has been
ruled out for a month after undergoing knee surgery last week. “Modric, Rakitic
and Lovren are all out of the upcoming qualifiers but I have a pretty clear idea
who will replace them in the starting line-up,” Cacic told a news conference.
“The Achilles tendon strain forced Rakitic to miss Barcelona’s 4-
3 defeat at Celta Vigo on Sunday while Lovren has a groin
injury, but neither of them require surgery.” The Croatians,
held to a 1-1 home draw by Turkey in their opening
Group I match, are away to Kosovo on Thursday and visit
the Finns on Sunday. Cacic acknowledged that only two
wins would do despite Croatia’s woes, compounded by
several regular starters being down the pecking order at
their clubs.  “Some things are out of my hands but there
will be no excuse if we don’t win both games because we
are a better-ranked team than both Kosovo and Finland,”
said the 63-year-old coach. —Reuters
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JOHANNESBURG: Confederation of African Football (CAF)
presidents will be limited to three four-year terms with effect
from the 2017 elections, the organisation confirmed yesterday.
There has been no limit previously with incumbent Issa
Hayatou leading the African body since 1988. The 70-year-old
Cameroonian has not indicated whether he will stand for re-
election, but would be expected to retain his position should
he do so. In charge for 28 years, Hayatou is the longest serving
CAF boss. Deceased Ethiopian Yidnekatchew Tessema was
president for 16 years from 1972. CAF spokesman Junior
Binyam told AFP the change, announced during an extraordi-
nary general assembly in Cairo, brought the African organisa-
tion in line with world governing body FIFA.  The three-term
ceiling will also apply to CAF executive committee members.
Assembly delegates voted 32-16 against a Djibouti motion that
CAF presidency candidates should not be restricted to execu-
tive committee members. CAF second vice-president Almamy
Kabele Camara of Guinea and executive committee member
Kwesi Nyantakyi of Ghana were voted on to the FIFA Council
(formerly executive committee). —AFP

CAF presidency to be 

limited to 12 years

KOLKATA: Indian opener Shikhar Dhawan was ruled out yesterday of the third
and final Test against New Zealand with a broken thumb after the hosts took an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the series in Kolkata. The 30-year-old left-handed open-
er suffered a nasty hit on his left thumb off a Trent Boult bouncer during India’s
second innings on Sunday. Dhawan scored 17 after being trapped lbw off Boult

and did not take the field during New Zealand’s run chase at
Kolkata’s Eden Gardens. “Shikhar has suffered a very minor

fracture on his hand (thumb). He has been under observa-
tion and advised a 15-day rest. So he is ruled out of the
third match,” the Indian team’s management announced.

“The selectors have been informed about Dhawan’s
injury and they will name a replacement very soon.”
Dhawan has scored 1,464 runs from 23 Tests at an aver-
age of 38.52. India’s emphatic 178-run win against New

Zealand helped the hosts reclaim their top spot in
the International Cricket Council (ICC) rankings.

The two teams will now head to Indore for
the final Test starting October 8. — AFP
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CHASKA: United States captain Davis Love III is surrounded by his players as they pose for a picture during the closing ceremony of the Ryder
Cup golf tournament Sunday, at Hazeltine NationalGolf Club in Chaska, Minn. — AP

CHASKA: Shaking off three consecutive
defeats, the United States recaptured the Ryder
Cup on Sunday, ripping Europe 17-11 for their
most decisive triumph since 1981 in the bienni-
al team golf showdown.

Cup newcomer Ryan Moore, selected with a
captain’s pick only a week earlier, won the last
three holes to defeat England’s Lee Westwood
1-up and secure the trophy by giving the
Americans an unbeatable edge in a tension-
packed test at Hazeltine.

“To score the clinching point in the Ryder
Cup is just incredible,” Moore said. “I can’t digest
what just happened. I was trying my hardest not
to let my team down.”

Moore was 2-down before an eagle at 16,
birdie at 17 and conceded par at 18, admitting,
“I just wanted to hit a couple of good shots
coming in.” Earlier singles triumphs by Patrick
Reed, Rickie Fowler, Brandt Snedeker and rookie
Brooks Koepka plus a vital half point from Phil
Mickelson had put the US team on the brink.

“We’ve got a memory and life experience
that we will cherish forever,” said Mickelson,
who made 10 birdies in halving with Spain’s
Sergio Garcia. US captain Davis Love, the 2012
captain whose team suffered its greatest col-
lapse in Ryder Cup history to fall, and the task
force that spent two years revamping the US
Cup program saw their effort rewarded.

“I’m just proud of these guys,” Love said.
“They had pressure on them for the last two
years.  I ’m proud of every one of them.
Unbelievable golf.”

‘WE DID IT FOR OUR CAPTAIN’ 
The “Miracle at Medinah” was still on the

minds of many as the US began putting the
painful loss deeper into the past.

“We did this for our captain. He had a tough
go four years ago,” said US star Jordan Spieth.

The Americans had dropped six of the past
seven and eight of the past 10 in the rivalry.

“We’ve been criticized for eight or 10 years for
not coming together,” Love said. “I’m so proud of
them. We were kicked around for so long. You
realize you have to do something.” But they were
already talking about defending the trophy in
France in 2018. “Hopefully there’s a change in
the Ryder Cup,” Spieth said. “We’re looking for-
ward to going to Paris and trying to win one
over there.”

Europe captain Darren Clarke, whose players
led early in eight of the 12 concluding singles
matches, called the loss “incredibly disappoint-
ing.” “They put up a massive fight. Some of the
shotmaking was out of this world. The
Americans putted that little bit better and that
made the difference.” Love’s captain’s picks went
7-6 while Clarke’s went 5-7, Belgian Thomas 

Pieters a record 4-1 but Westwood and Martin
Kaymer each 0-3 until Kaymer’s singles win after
the Cup was lost Six Europe rookies were 7-9
overall while two US newcomers went 5-2.

Spectators were so insulting to European
players the first two days at Hazeltine that the
PGA of America issued a statement Sunday
reminding of ejections for obscene remarks.

“It’s a big Ryder Cup family,” Reed said. “We

want everyone to play well. We want to beat
each other at our best.”

REED, RORY HAVE SOME FUN 
The US team led 9 1/2 - 6 1/2 entering the sin-

gles matches and Reed edged Rory McIlroy 1-up
in the opener.

All square at the eighth hole, McIlroy sank a
50-foot birdie putt, cupped his hand to his ear
hollering “I can’t hear you.” Reed answered with a
25-foot birdie to halve the hole, wagged a finger
at McIlroy and they shared fist bumps, laughs
and pats on the back. “To play as well as we did,
it was fun to be a part of,” Reed said. Reed took
his first lead with a 10-foot par putt at the 12th
and went 2-up  with his first birdie in eight holes
at the par-5 16th. Reed chipped across the par-3
17th green and lost the hole with a bogey, but
sank a five-foot birdie putt on 18 to win.

British Open champion Henrik Stenson
downed Spieth 3 and 2. Stenson won on 16
when Spieth stepped in a water hazard and his
ball moved, prompting him to surrender the
hole and the match.

Pieters beat J.B. Holmes 3 and 2, becoming
the first Europe rookie to take four points and
the first rookie to play five matches since
American Larry Nelson was 5-0 in 1979. “I
thought I did pretty well,” Pieters said.

Fowler birdied to win the 16th and parred the
last two holes for a 1-up win over Olympic cham-
pion Justin Rose of England and Mickelson
made 10 birdies in nudging the Americans clos-
er by halving with Sergio Garcia. — AFP

USA rips Europe 17-11 to 

end Ryder Cup drought

CHASKA: Europe lost their six-year grip
on the Ryder Cup at the weekend but in
Rory McIlroy and Thomas Pieters they
found a dynamic partnership that could
prove inspirational in Paris in 2018 and
beyond.  McIlroy, described by captain
Darren Clarke as his on-course team
leader, and Belgian Pieters won all three
matches they played together and the
Northern Ir ishman is unwill ing to
change his new companion when they
get to France.  “I’ve got a partner beside
me for the next 20 years, I’m not letting
anyone else have him,” the world num-
ber three told reporters as he put his
arm around the Ryder Cup debutant fol-
lowing the 17-11 defeat by the United
States on Sunday.  

The 24-year-old Pieters,  who tri-
umphed 3 and 2 in his last-day singles
against JB Holmes and lost in the com-
pany of Englishman Lee Westwood in
Friday ’s opening foursomes, was
Europe’s leading scorer with four points
from five matches.  That set a record for
a European rookie, surpassing the three
and a half points claimed by Englishman
Paul Way in 1983 and by Spaniard Sergio
Garcia and Scot Paul Lawrie in 1999.  

“There are plenty of positives to take

into Paris in two years’ time,” said McIlroy
who lost a titanic battle with US  talis-
man Patrick Reed in the singles as the
Americans ended a run of three straight
defeats in the biennial team event.
“Some of the new blood we have, they
have gotten over their first Ryder Cup
and now they know what it’s about and
they know what they are going to
expect next time,” the 27-year-old
added.  “We have...a group that have
gotten much closer over the past seven
days, a group that you could possibly all
see again in two years’ t ime,” said
McIlroy.

“It is disappointing to lose. I wish we
could have that feeling we had at
Gleneagles two years ago but it will
make it that much better when we have
that feeling again in Paris.” Clarke will not
be captain when the competition is
played at Le Golf National in 2018 but he
is hopeful there will be some French rep-
resentation.

“Whoever makes that team, it will be
very strong again for the European Tour,”
Clarke said. “As Rory rightly says, it could
be exactly the same guys lining up again
but if there is a French national, that
would be wonderful as well.”  — Reuters

No one’s taking

partner Thomas Pieters

away from me: McIlroy

CHASKA: Rory McIlroy of Europe reacts on the eighth green during singles matches
of the 2016 Ryder Cup at Hazeltine National Golf Club in Chaska, Minnesota.— AFP

CHASKA: Tiger Woods, the 14-time major
winner sidelined 14 months by a back injury,
said Sunday he would enjoy guiding a
future US Ryder Cup team after a tri-
umphant assistant turn.  Woods played his
supporting role behind US captain Davis
Love as the Americans downed Europe 17-
11 at Hazeltine, a journey that began with
his role on a task force after a 2014 loss in
the biennial team golf showdown.  “Yeah, I
would love to do it,” Woods said. “I would be
honored to do it in the future, if asked. But
from the player standpoint of it, I like play-
ing.” Woods, who plans to make his competi-
tive comeback in two weeks at the 2016-17
US PGA Tour season opener in Napa,
California, had back surgery a year ago and
missed the entire just-concluded season
recovering.  His delay to make certain he is
fully ready was a nod to past seasons where
he returned too soon only to aggravate old
injuries or incur new ones.  But it also gave
him time to be a key part of Love’s staff and
strategy developers along with fellow assis-
tants Jim Furyk, Steve Stricker and Tom
Lehman.

“I can’t thank Tiger and Jim and Steve and
Tom enough. They made a lot of crucial
decisions, gave me a lot of great support,”
Love said. “It’s truly a big team, but it was a
team effort.”

Woods has played on seven Ryder Cup
teams, going 13-17 with three halved.  He
boasts a 4-1 with two halved singles record
but has struggled in pairs, although with
tighter bonds built this week, he might be
in a better position were he to make the US
team for France in 2018.  “I love these guys.
I love being out there in the fight with
these guys,” Woods said. “I was just in the
fight a different way and had to do my role
and had to my job in a different way, and it
was pretty cool.” His colleagues included
seventh-ranked Bubba Watson, rejected for
a player spot but a last-minute pick as
assistant captain.

“I have Tiger’s cell phone number now,”
two-time Masters champion Watson
bragged. “I’m going to text you all the time.”

LIFETIME BONDS 
Being an assistant captain might even

help Woods should he make his way back as
a player. “As a player that’s been on these
teams, to be on a different side of it, to be
on the vice captaincy side of it has meant so
much,” Woods said. “What the vice captains
and the captain ultimately have to decide,
it’s tough.  “As a player, all you have to do is
get ready for the golf course. Just go out
there and try and have your game and be
ready when called upon. As a non-player, it’s
very complicated. There’s a lot of things that
I didn’t realize that went on. Very eye-open-
ing. It was a great experience. I learned a lot.

“I became really close to a lot of these
guys. These are bonds that will last a life-
time. Didn’t actually hit a golf shot, but we
are truly a team. We accomplished it and we
won it together.”

But some bonds might be too close.
When the team was asked about the best
off-course memory of the week, US Open
winner Dustin Johnson smiled and said,
“You sure that’s not for Tiger?”

That brought knowing smiles all around
and had Woods burying his head in his
hands without elaborating. —AFP

Tiger Woods would welcome chance as Ryder Cup captain

CHASKA: United States vice-captain Tiger Woods talks to United States vice-captain
Bubba Watson after the USA team won the Ryder Cup golf tournament Sunday. — AP


