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Years of exile hone Liberian

flair for design
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Maneki neko or beckoning cat ornaments are seen on display at Gotokuji Temple in Tokyo. The figures are believed to be a lucky charm, commonly found at temples across Japan, and are sold as popular souvenirs.— AFP

US reality television star Kim Kardashian was
robbed at gunpoint at a luxury Paris resi-
dence by assailants disguised as police who

made off with millions, mainly in jewelry, French
police and her representative said yesterday. A
spokesperson for Kardashian said she was “badly
shaken but physically unharmed” after the assault,
which occurred late on Sunday. Paris police said
the items stolen were worth “several million euros”
and were “mostly jewelry”. The spokesperson said
“two armed masked men dressed as police officers”
had entered Kardashian’s residence in a chic district
of Paris and held her up at gunpoint.

On hearing the news, Kardashian’s husband, rap
superstar Kanye West, abruptly ended an appear-
ance at a festival in New York, citing a “family emer-
gency”. Kardashian, one of the most recognizable
US celebrities, had made a series of high-profile
appearances at Paris fashion week. The 35-year-old
had attended catwalk shows by Balenciaga and
Givenchy on Sunday and had also appeared at a
launch for Armenian-American jewelry designer
Siran Manoukian. The Los Angeles-born designer
and socialite, a longtime friend of Kardashian, was
launching her own clothing label Maison Siran. A
spokeswoman for Maison Siran told AFP that their
jewelry was “extremely premium”, but could not
confirm that Kardashian had been loaned any of it,
as is often the case for fashion shows and film pre-
mieres.

Yesterday, a gaggle of journalists and fans gath-
ered outside the red painted door of the luxury res-
idence where Kardashian had been staying in the
Madeleine district of Paris near the city’s main
department stores. A waiter at a cafe opposite said:
“Only stars stay there. Kanye West, Jay Z. Kim
Kardashian has been there for a week, I have seen

her coming and going.” Kardashian was last week
approached in Paris  by Vitalii Sediuk, who carries
out pranks on stars. He was caught on video
attempting to kiss her behind in an apparent social
commentary. Kardashian, who has two children
with West, has been a fixture of US celebrity news
for more than a decade after the leak of a sex tape
and on the back of reality show “Keeping Up with
the Kardashians”.

Swift exit for Kanye 
West learned about the assault as he headlined

a music festival in New York. One of the biggest
draws in live music, West took to the stage half an
hour late but in dramatic fashion with a fireworks
show overhead as he ripped into songs from his
latest album “The Life of Pablo.” However, an hour
into his set, West said mid-song, “I’m sorry, show’s
over,” and quickly left the stage. A festival represen-
tative took the microphone to declare a 10-minute
intermission before quickly returning to say that
West had a “family emergency” and had already left
the venue. The festival later issued a statement
praising West for a “great show” and said: “Our
thoughts are with West and his family.” West had
flown to Paris to appear with his wife and her sister
Kourtney Kardashian on Thursday during a one-
day break in his North American tour.

Amid an initial lack of details over his swift exit,
many fans at the festival were distraught as they
poured out of the venue into the parking lot of the
New York Mets’ baseball stadium. Kardashian and
West are frequent visitors to France. In 2014, they
threw a lavish private party at the Versailles
chateau near Paris during a no-expense-spared
tour of Europe to celebrate their wedding. — AFP

His name is Frederik the Great and he is decked out
in black, with hair coiffed in long manly locks that
he shakes in the wind, turning heads as he walks

through New York. He is debonair, known first and fore-
most for his devilishly good looks and the fact that as a
consummate stud — i.e. a stallion — he makes more
money and has more fans than most human counter-
parts.

Sometimes called the “Kardashian of horses,” this
well-known Friesian, who earns close to $20,000 a
month according to owner Stacy Nazario, was recently in
New York for a prestigious horse show and late-night TV
appearance. With his enviable social media presence
and soon-to-be shampoo line and TV series, the equine
star has become a veritable cash cow. It wasn’t always all
glitter and glam for Frederik, however, whose stellar
career has just as much to do with Nazario’s marketing
skills as the horse’s resemblance to  Black Beauty of liter-
ary fame.

After viewing thousands of pictures of Friesians-a
breed that comes from the Friesland region of the
Netherlands-Nazario, a former construction company
owner, bought Frederik in 2007, bringing him from
Europe to the rural US state of Arkansas. After inviting a
professional photographer to a photo shoot she quickly
realized her new stallion was extremely photogenic.
“Right from the start he was performing like a true mod-
el, looking straight into the camera, a true showman,”
Nazario told AFP during the horse’s recent visit to New
York.

“He is a gentle giant, he can put his nose down on a
newborn without hurting him,” she said. Soon she creat-
ed an online presence for the horse-posting his photos
on the internet, building a website and starting a
Facebook page and Twitter account. And little by little,
the internet-with its insatiable appetite for animal pho-

tos and videos-took notice. With many baptizing the
creature “the world’s most beautiful horse,” the YouTube
clicks multiplied, climbing all the way to 15 million
views. And Nazario, who now manages Frederik’s busy
career full-time, knows how to feed the machine, sched-
uling photo and video session every two to three
months to refresh his online presence.

Frederik’s number one asset, his mane, is subject to
the most care, requiring daily combing and braiding ses-
sions. An annual haircut, during which nearly three feet
(one meter) of mane is trimmed, keeps Frederik’s hooves

from becoming tangled in his tresses.
Waiting list 

The horse, who visited New York in late September,
was not only one of the stars of the Rolex Central Park
Horse Show but made an appearance on CBS’s “The Late
Show with Stephen Colbert”-the same week as First
Lady Michelle Obama and rock legend Bruce
Springsteen. With great fame comes great restrictions,
however, and Nazario does not disclose the location of
her Arkansas ranch for security reasons. Nor does she
accept every movie offer that comes her way-she has
already turned down two, preferring to focus on a mini-
series that will feature Frederik’s everyday life, beauty
and personality. If everything goes as planned, it will
arrive on small screens in approximately a year.

Requests to stud the horse-for which Nazario charges
$5,500 — pour in from across the globe, but, the selec-
tive owner says proudly, “there is a waiting list.” Like any
self-respecting celebrity, Frederik could soon have his
own beauty line. Nazario is working on an all-natural,
horse and human shampoo and conditioner that she
hopes will hit shelves at the beginning of 2017. The
windfall that is Frederik the Great will not last eternally.
The horse is already 15, and Friesians generally do not
make it past their early twenties.

But in the meantime, Frederik is living his best horse
life, strutting his stuff, and glowing in the social media
limelight.  Asked if she sees the resemblance between
her stallion and the clan of social media doyenne Kim
Kardashian, Nazario said she doesn’t really notice the
similarity. “Except maybe the fact that he’s got a big
booty,” she said. — AFP

Kim Kardashian robbed
of millions in Paris

(From left) Kanye West, Kim Kardashian, Kourtney Kardashian, Kris Jenner and Corey
Gamble attend the Off-white 2017 Spring/Summer ready-to-wear collection fashion show.

Journalists work as police officers stand guard at the entrance to a hotel residence at the
Rue Tronchet, near Madeleine, central Paris, yesterday.

Frederik the Great: Stallion and social media star

Frederik the Great, a show horse from Arkansas, performs at a horse
show in New York.

Frederik the Great earns close to $20,000 a month, according to owner
Stacy Nazario.

In this file photo Kanye West
appears at the MTV Video
Music Awards at Madison
Square Garden in New York. 
— AP/AFP photos

With his social media presence and
soon-to-be shampoo line and TV
series, Frederik the Great has become a
veritable cash cow. — AFP photos


