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MoI raises minimum wage 
for family visa to KD 450

MPs to file requests to grill PM, finance minister 
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The interior ministry yesterday raised the mini-
mum salary required for expatriates to be able to spon-
sor their wives and children from KD 250 to KD 450 in a
move expected to cut the number of foreign families in
the country. Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah issued a decision amending the for-
eign residency law to raise the salary requirement for
dependent visas, a step that will prevent thousands of
low-paid expatriates from bringing their families to live
with them on a permanent basis.

The decision said that the cases of expatriates
already living in the country or those who were born
here and draw salaries below KD 450 will be studied by
the director general of the residence affairs department
to decide whether they can be exempted from the
salary condition.

Only a small percentage of the three million expatri-
ates living in the country draw wages above the KD 450
level. According to the latest statistics, the average
salary of a male expat in the private sector is only KD
247. The existing minimum family visa wage of KD 250
had been in effect since Dec 2004, when it was reduced
from KD 400 in a bid to make it easier for expatriates to
sponsor their wives and children in order to make
Kuwait a family society, after complaints that Kuwait
was predominantly a society consisting of single males.

During the past 12-year period, the number of
expatriates increased to record levels of three million,
constituting almost 70 percent of the total popula-
tion of Kuwait. 
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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah waves at the airport after
wrapping up an official visit to Brunei yesterday. Sheikh Sabah was received at Kuwait International Airport by
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday after he returned home.  — KUNA 

WASHINGTON: Groups like Hezbollah and the
Islamic State group have learned how to
weaponize surveillance drones and use them
against each other, adding a new twist to Syria’s
civil war, a US military official and others say. A
video belonging to an Al-Qaeda offshoot, Jund al-
Aqsa, purportedly shows a drone landing on Syrian
military barracks. In another video, small explosives
purportedly dropped by Hezbollah target the mili-
tant group Jabhat Fatah al-Sham, formerly known
as the Nusra Front.

A US military official, who spoke anonymously
because he wasn’t authorized to discuss the matter
publicly, said the US military is aware of the devel-
opment. Commanders have warned troops to take
cover if they see what they might have once dis-
missed as a surveillance drone, and they have
warned their partners to do the same, he said.
Concerns are mounting after an incident involving
coalition forces in Iraq this week. France’s presiden-
tial spokesman, Stephane Le Foll, said yesterday
that two French special forces were gravely injured
by a drone that exploded once it was grounded
near the northern Iraqi city of Irbil, where they are 
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New challenges in 
Syria as militants 
weaponize drones


