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Arab musicians perform a traditional song in this file photo. Arabic music is part of Kuwait Capital of Islamic Culture’s festivals. — KUNA 
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2 Asian suspects freed 
after mistaken arrest

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti media is reporting two Iranians mistak-
enly arrested after taking “suspicious” photographs of
Shiite congregation halls have been freed. The reports yes-
terday said the two had valid visas to live in Kuwait and
described their arrests as a precautionary measure. Their
arrests last week came ahead of the Shiite commemoration
of Ashoura, which marks the death of Hussein, the grand-
son of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), at the Battle of
Karbala in present-day Iraq in the 7th century. Tiny, largely
peaceful Kuwait has increased security recently, worried
about militant attacks. An Islamic State-claimed suicide
bombing in 2015 in Kuwait City killed 27 people and
wounded scores. On Saturday, an Egyptian who allegedly
pledged support to the Islamic State group rammed a
garbage truck into a vehicle carrying US soldiers, injuring
only himself.

Kuwait ambassador to Italy 
technical contribution 

ROME: Kuwait Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Khaled
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has praised the global technical and
operational excellence-level of major Italian construc-
tion corporations in executing several Kuwaiti devel-
opment projects. He made his remarks on the sidelines
of his participation, by invitation from Italian Foreign
Minister Paolo Gentiloni, in the annual meeting of the
major Italian construction companies with operations
and investments around the world. Ambassador
Sheikh Ali Khaled highlighted growth of number of
countries that deal with Italian construction technolo-
gies in carrying out mega and complex projects.
Sheikh Ali also noted the growing interest shown by
Italian companies and government in the contribution
and cooperation to achieve an architectural renais-
sance in Kuwait and serving the country’s develop-
ment plans. The Kuwaiti ambassador and the Italian
Foreign Minister both expressed deep satisfaction at
the current level of bilateral ties between the two
countries in various fields. 

Kuwait Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah is pictured with his Omani counterpart. 

Kuwaiti investors in 
Spain are ‘reliable’ 

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti official said that Kuwaiti investors in
Spain are ‘reliable’ among the Spanish business communi-
ty. Al-Khubaizi, in a statement on sidelines of a reception
held by the Spanish embassy to mark the country’s nation-
al day, said Kuwaiti investors did not withdrew from Spain
during the European country’s financial crisis but kept their
assets and investments. This was encouraged by the
Spanish government’s measures to further encourage
Kuwaiti investment. Al-Khubaizi said the Spanish authori-
ties facilitated the issuance of entry visas for Kuwaiti citi-
zens, as well as offering residence permits for investors,
and exempting taxes on direct investment. Trade exchange
between Spain and Kuwait surged by 87 percent between
2003 and 2013. The two countries are bound to a series of
agreements. 

Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister on European Affairs
Waleed Al-Khubaizi seen on the sidelines of a reception
held by the Spanish Embassy in Kuwait, marking
Spain’s National Day.  — KUNA

Arab Media Forum 
to honor winners 

KUWAIT: The Executive body of the Arab Media Forum
announced yesterday it planned to hold an honoring
ceremony for voluntary teams that won the award of
voluntary and humanitarian young initiatives, on
October 29. The ceremony will be held under patron-
age of Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, and in cooperation with the
Ministry of Information and the Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs as well as the Arab Planning Institute,
Secretary General of the Arab Media Forum’s Madhi Al-
Khamis said. The award aims to evaluate the non-profit
voluntary activities in various areas, where the steering
committee for the award received nearly 600 youth ini-
tiatives from various Arab countries, he added. The
award comes within the framework of the forum keen-
ness to support youth projects and create a competi-
tive atmosphere among the young for their benefit
and to society as well. 

Arabs seek agreement 
on limiting disasters

TUNIS: Arab Interior Ministers Council yesterday stressed
on the importance of cooperation in facing disasters and
protecting the environment. The remarks came in a state-
ment by the council’s Secretary General Dr Mohammad bin
Ali Koman on the occasion of the International Day for
Disaster Reduction on October 13 and the Arab
Environment Day on October 13. Koman noted the need
for updating the terms of the Arab civil defense agreement
signed in 1997 to limit disasters and protect the environ-
ment. He added that officials will meet on November to
discuss signing an agreement on dealing with disasters. 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN: Sultan of Brunei
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Wad’daulah
expressed full support for Kuwait’s non-
permanent membership at the UN Security
Council for the 2018-2019 term. The sup-
port was affirmed in a joint statement
released yesterday on the sidelines of the
official visit of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to Brunei from 11 to 12 October. According
to the statement, the two sides discussed
the situation in Yemen, Iraq, Palestine and
Syria, and the results of the second Asia
Cooperation Dialogue summit held in
Bangkok from 9 to 10 October. Meanwhile,
the Bruneian sultan hailed Kuwait’s hosting
of the UN-sponsored Yemeni peace talks
and the country’s humanitarian role. 

Prevention of fiscal evasion 
A senior official at Kuwaiti Ministry of

Finance has underlined the significance of
the agreement of Avoidance of Double
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal
Evasion signed by Kuwait and Brunei on
Tuesday during the visit of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. Signing the agreement aims to
remove financial obstacles so as to pro-
mote trade exchange between the two
countries, Ghaidaa Al-Shamali, head of tax-
es agreements department at the ministry
said yesterday.

The deal prevents double taxation with
respect to money or individuals, she said.
She noted that the deal has several articles
including (the resident article) which deter-
mine people benefiting from traits of the
agreement. Among the articles also are
“the income from immovable property”
and “the business profit” which clarifies
kind of spending discounted when taxes
are estimated, she added. The agreement
also has articles on (capital, profits of shares
and diplomatic mission staff ), she indicat-
ed. The Article 29 of the agreement stipu-
lates that it is valid for five years and is
renewed automatically for further five
years, she said. 

Bilateral ties, cooperation
Meanwhile, the two countries have

agreed to further solidify their bilateral
relations and pledged to expand mutual
social and economic cooperation. The
accord was affirmed in a joint statement
released at conclusion of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s State official visit to the Sultanate.
During the audience ceremony at the
Istana Nurul Iman (Presidential Palace), His
Highness the Amir and Sultan Bolkiah
expressed satisfaction with the warm and
friendly relations shared between Brunei
Darussalam and Kuwait, and agreed to fur-
ther strengthen these much-valued ties.

“Both Heads of State affirmed their
efforts to support expanding social and
economic cooperation between the two
countries by exploring mutually beneficial
opportunities, such as in the fields of trade,
economic and investment, oil and gas, edu-
cation, tourism, information technology,
private sector linkages and Islamic affairs,”
the joint statement said. Sultan Bolkiah and
His Highness the Amir witnessed the sign-
ing of several agreements and memoranda

of understanding (MOU) between the
Government of Brunei Darussalam and the
Government of Kuwait.

The inked cooperation MoUs are in the
fields of higher education and scientific
research, tourism, mutual exemption on visa
for holders of diplomatic, special and official
passports; protocol amending the agree-
ment on the avoidance of double taxation
and the prevention of fiscal evasion with
respect to taxes on income; establishing a
joint commission for cooperation. Another
memorandum stipulates cooperation
between the two countries foreign min-
istries on training the departments’ staff. 

“Both Heads of State welcomed the
signing of the agreements and memoranda
of understanding as a positive step in fur-
ther elevating and deepening bilateral
engagement.” 

His Highness the Amir, along with
accompanying delegation of senior offi-
cials, paid the visit to the Sultanate at the
invitation of Sultan Bolkiah. It was Sheikh
Sabah’s first State Visit to Brunei
Darussalam. His Highness the Amir was
accorded an official welcoming ceremony
at the Istana Nurul Iman (palace) on 11
October and was accompanied by a dele-
gation of government officials including
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs. — Agencies 

Brunei backs Kuwait’s UNSC 
non-permanent membership

Kuwait, Brunei cement bilateral ties, cooperation

Assistant Foreign Minister Ambassador
Ghanim Sagr Al-Ghanim

KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) recently sponsored an exceptional
psychological therapy workshop for can-
cer patients through practicing Mandala
drawing. 

The workshop was launched by Al-
Sidra Center. The workshop comes within

NBKís annual campaign titled ‘Be Aware’
that is dedicated to fighting breast can-
cer.  NBK’s  PR off icer  Jawan Al-Abdul
Jaleel said that NBK is always keen on
taking part in such activities in order to
boost public awareness about certain
health concerns, including cancer.  

NBK sponsors Mandala Drawing 
Workshop for Cancer patients 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Municipal council member and
head of Farwaniya committee Nayef Al-
Sour said Kuwaiti  women married to
non-Kuwaitis are marginalized in various
laws. He called for amending such laws
to help these women get proper housing
and income to help them face livelihood
burdens. 

KD 2,669,000 contract
MPW Undersecretary Awatef Al-

Ghunaim said that she has signed a con-
tract to build and maintain the Civil Public
Authority building in Ahmadi at a total cost
of KD 2,669,000. Ghunaim added that the
project would be concluded in two years. 

Youth demo 
A number of Kuwaiti youth groups

announced they will demonstrate out-
side the housing welfare authorityís
headquar ters  on Saturday to urge
Housing Minister Yasser Abul look into
old housing applications. 

Kuwaiti women married to 
non-Kuwaitis ‘marginalized’

KUWAIT: In a bid to develop its employees’
mental abilities and in collaboration with
Alnowair Initiative, the Commercial Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) recently held a training course

on positivity at CBK Academy. CBK’s Human
Resources Manager Mona Al-Abdul Razzaq
said that positivity makes employees work
harder on achieving their goals and targets. 

CBK holds positivity
training course 

RIYADH: Chairman of Kuwait’s Olympic
Committee Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah said yesterday that he is impressed
with the level of cooperation between his
country and Saudi Arabia on issues related
to sports. 

Those remarks came in a statement
Sheikh Fahad Al-Ali gave to KUNA after
meeting with Chairman of the Saudi Public
Authority for Sports Prince Abdullah bin
Msaad in the Saudi capital. Moreover, he
said that the meeting comes “against a
backdrop of brotherly ties between Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia.” 

On the meeting, Sheikh Fahad Al-Ali
said it tackled issues of mutual concern as
well as strategies to further develop the
sports scene in Gulf nations. He also added
that such meetings are crucial to help

bring collective goals to fruition, noting
that visits will be routinely exchanged to
enhance joint cooperation.  — KUNA

Kuwait’s Olympic chief 
extols ties with Saudi 

Chairman of Kuwait’s Olympic
Committee Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah meets with Chairman of the Saudi
Public Authority for Sports Prince
Abdullah bin Msaad. — KUNA


