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KUWAIT: Kuwait Foundation for
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) and
Belgium’s Interuniversity Micro
Electronics Center (Imec) organized a
“ Visionary Seminar,  Exploring
Technology for a Sustainable Future”
yesterday. The first-ever event in the
Arab World focuses on the impor-
tance of technology in developing
engineering and health sectors, said
KFAS Director General Dr Adnan
Shihab-Eldin in his opening speech.

Investment in infrastructure, but
more importantly, in the develop-
ment of human capital is key towards

advancements in science and tech-
nology, he said. The outcome of such
investments is  evidenced by the
enormous progress that has been
achieved by a great number of indi-
viduals and enterprises in many
countries around the world,  he
added. As an example of such
progress, the Intel processor today is
the size of a finger nail and has over
seven bil l ion transistors (Xeon
Broadwell), each is 14 nanometers in
size. So what was once considered to
be unimaginable, is today’s reality,
KFAS’ official noted. 

Kuwait strongly believes in the
importance of global technological
advancement to world economies,
and KFAS believes that enabling
Kuwaiti scientists,  engineers, the
business community and society at
large with these technological
advancements is the pathway to a
sustainable, knowledge-based future
for Kuwait, he added. KFAS encour-
ages collaborative projects among
national, regional and international
institutions in areas of mutual interest
particularly in water, energy and envi-
ronment, Shihab-Eldin said. 

He noted that in 2015, KFAS pro-
vided a total of KD 6.5 mill ion in
grants for funding mission-oriented
collaborative research projects aimed
at addressing key national priorities.
The research is undertaken by local
institutions such as Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research (KISR) and
Kuwait University (KU) and interna-
tional centers of research excellence
such as the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT ). KFAS also, facili-
tates market penetration of technolo-
gies that can be of great benefit to
Kuwait. 

As an example, KFAS recently spon-
sored some vital pilot and demonstra-
tion projects to promote the expand-
ed use of roof-top solar panels in resi-
dential buildings and parking areas in
cooperative societies. The project will
contribute to fulfilling the vision of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, which
calls for reducing 15 percent of total
electricity demand by 2030, he added.
The one-day seminar, was attended
by over 300 researchers and others
involved in field of technology from
private and public sectors.— KUNA 

Kuwait’s first-ever technology seminar kicks off

GCC Ministers of Tourism and Culture pose for a group photo. — KUNA photos 

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said
yesterday that the meeting of the GCC tourism
ministers had adopted a single strategic vision
for joint tourism cooperation. Speaking to
KUNA and TV following the meeting, he said an
executive team would be set up to put this
vision in place within one month’s time, quot-
ing the conferees as underscoring the signifi-
cance of reactivating the tourism sector in the
region thanks to its role in the promotion of
Gulf identity.

He added that the meeting had decided a
set of weighty resolutions chiefly aiming at
consolidating Gulf  tourism cooperation
through a single vision for culture and tourism
in the GCC member states. The Kuwaiti minister,
highly appreciated Saudi King Salman bin
Abdulaziz ’s  interest in and keenness on
revamping the sector of tourism and culture in
the Gulf region. He also called for further
strengthening and cementing coordination
and cooperation among the GCC countries as a
key tool for safeguarding regional security and
stability and maintaining Gulf gains and assets.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah empha-

sized that it is imperative for the GCC countries
to reactivate the role of national heritage in
deepening Gulf national identity and consoli-
dating bonds among the Gulf people. Speaking
to KUNA and TV after touring the Handicraft
Exhibition and National Museum at King
Abdulaziz Historical Center in Riyadh, the min-

ister said the exhibition shows a set of handi-
crafts that are meant to promote Gulf identity
and belonging and to link between past and
present. In this context, the minister underlined
the GCC countries’ interest in encouraging and
spurring handicrafts in the field of tourism and
culture in the region. — KUNA

GCC adopts tourism vision

KUWAIT: In collaboration with imec, the
world leading nanoelectronics Belgian
research center, Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Science (KFAS) organized a
seminar yesterday, 2016 themed ‘Exploring
Technology for a Sustainable Future’, which
addressed several significant and vibrant
areas such as health and energy. The one
day forum was attended by more than 300
researchers, specialists and other interested
parties such as ministries, governmental
entities, research centers and academies, in
addition to private companies, university
students and representatives of embassies
across Kuwait. 

KFAS Director General, Dr Adnan Shihab-
Eldin, commenced the event with an open-
ing statement stating that this forum is the
first of its kind in Kuwait and the Arab world,
and entails seven different lectures in rela-
tion to future applications of technology in

several areas including engineering, health-
care, and life sciences. In addition, two paral-
lel discussion sessions were held to allow
attendees to interact with Imec scientists
and discuss technical issues in more detail. 

Dr Shihab-Eldin also stated that the
Seminar aims to deliver a strong foundation
for promising scientific ideas and to allow
participants to exchange knowledge and
technicalities, in addition to delivering an
interactive platform that creates an oppor-
tunity for scientists, technicians, industrial-
ists and businessmen to discover new
investment opportunities in future tech-
nologies. 

He added: “We live in an exciting era,
where technology drives the imagination
and imagination in turndrives the develop-
ment of technology, often disruptive, and
where there is no limit as to how far we can
progress, as long as we are willing to com-
mit to our goals and nurture the culture of
innovation. Investment in infrastructure, but
more importantly, in the development of
human capital is key towards advancements
in science and technology. 

The outcome of such investments is evi-
denced by the enormous progress that has
been achieved by a great number of individu-
als and enterprises in many countries around
the world. As an example of such progress,
the Intel processor today is the size of a finger
nail and has over 7 billion transistors (Xeon
Broadwell), each is 14 nanometers in size. So
what was once considered to be unimagin-
able is today’s reality. “

Dr Shihab-Eldin affirmed that Kuwait
strongly believes in the importance of glob-
al technological advancement to world
economies, and KFAS believes that enabling
Kuwaiti scientists, engineers, the business
community and society at large with these
technological advancements is the pathway
to a sustainable, knowledge-based future

for Kuwait. KFAS encourages collaborative
projects among national, regional and inter-
national institutions in areas of mutual inter-
est particularly in water, energy and environ-
ment. In 2015, KFAS provided a total of KD 6.5
million in grants for funding mission-oriented
collaborative research projects aimed at
addressing key national priorities and under-
taken by researchers from local institutions
such as Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
(KISR) and Kuwait University (KU) and interna-
tional centers of research excellence such as
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
Interuniversity Micro Electronics Center (Imec)
and Oxford Institute for Energy studies (OIES),
to name a few. 

KFAS also, facilitates market penetration
of technologies that can be of great benefit
to Kuwait. As an example, KFAS recently
sponsored some vital pilot and demonstra-
tion projects to promote the expanded use
of roof-top solar panels in residential build-
ings and parking areas in cooperative soci-
eties. Dr Shihab-Eldin added: “In 2013, KFAS
engaged with IMEC, and Kuwait University,
in a three-year collaborative agreement tar-
geting the field of photovoltaics and renew-
able energy. The collaboration between KU
and imec scientists was part of a larger inter-
national research consortium, where imec
aimed at developing advanced and more
efficient photovoltaic solar cell technologies
at lower manufacturing costs. 

Upon the successful completion of the
first phase, KFAS extended its support to the
second phase of this project that com-
menced in 2016, which is expected to be
completed by the end of 2018. This collabo-
ration has led to the development of cutting
edge silicon based solar cells with efficien-
cies of 23% and higher and at a competitive
cost. As a result of the successful collabora-
tion between KFAS, KU and Imec, KFAS
anticipates cultivating additional scientific
alliances in promising fields, some of which
will be showcased today in this Seminar. The
Kuwait-Imec Visionary Seminar consisted of
seven different sessions presented by
researchers from research centers. The first
was entitled ‘imec and Smart Systems &
Energy Technologies (SSET)’, and focused on
imecs history, mission, and activities as a
technology enabler in the digital economy. 

The second session was entitled
‘Semiconductor Technologies for Healthcare
Application’, and addressed instruments
available to make a precise diagnosis and
prescribe a correct treatment and the Chip
technology which offers a solution, as it
excels making extremely complex instru-
mentation and data analytics available at
the lowest possible cost. The third session
under the title ‘The Dawn of a New
Healthcare System’ focused on wearable
sensors that have the potential to become a
cornerstone technology in care, cure and
true prevention.

The session themed ‘An Intuitive Internet
of Things’ was the fourth session which
focused on the possibility of making net-
works interoperate, having the right data
available, making the interfaces more intu-
itive, realizing new sensors, or mining big
data effectively, whereas the fifth session
was entitled ‘Technology Drivers for Thin-
Film Flexible Electronics’ and tackled the
uses of thin-film, flexible electronics that can
be fabricated on all types of substrates. The
sixth session themed ‘Enabling the Internet
of Power Energy Research at imec’ focused
on the enabling technology developed by
imec, that offers high-performance photo-
voltaic generation, highly reliable cost-effec-
tive electrical storage and high-performance
power devices.

The seventh and final session themed
‘Energy for Smart Cities’ focused on the main
trends in technology to arrive at such smart
sustainable energy systems, including inno-
vative power converters and smart grid
implementations. Imec was founded in 1984
as an NGO and is considered one of the
largest nanoelectronics research center, with
a team of more than 2300 researchers, and
works in collaboration with an estimate of
200 prestigious universities and 600 interna-
tional private companies, across a broad
scope of advanced technology fields, includ-
ing roof-top solar panels. 

‘Exploring technology 
for sustainable future’
KFAS organizes international forum 

KUWAIT: Several of Kuwait’s public parks and playgrounds are in a terrible state of disrepair with broken slides, swings and play structures, torn
and broken shading and overall poor condition. Its unclear despite repeated attempts by the Kuwait Times to ascertain who is responsible for
the maintenance and upkeep of each of the local community parks. These photos show the dangerous and unsafe conditions of a playground in
the Mishref area. —Photos by 


