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The historic decision resulting from the meeting of
executives and the legislatives at the speaker’s office
to discuss fuel price increases is supposed to be good

news, as they decided granting every citizen holding a
valid driving license 75 liters of free petrol monthly.
Observers are disagreeing whether the value of this
‘achievement’ is KD 6, 7 or 8 every month!

It is obvious that the 2013 parliament’s message is out-
standing, unique, expressive and straightforward. This par-
liament is an achievement itself because it was the first
elected by the one-vote electoral system. It was the
replacement of the scary demagogic opposition. It was the
achievement that promised to represent minorities in par-
liament, improve the language used in the Assembly, focus
on development, stop corruption, expose bribe takers and
threaten to grill the Cabinet and bring down the PM if the
government came near citizens’ pockets and income!   

This is why the 2013 lawmakers called their parliament
as the one of achievements. They started highlighting fig-
ures and statistics and laws they managed to pass.
Therefore, the new KD 7 must be considered another
achievement for them. Therefore, it would be unfair to criti-

cize the Assembly or its members’ performance, because
criticism angers them no more. It only angers those who
relied on them and tried to make excuses for their per-
formance and accused them of fault-finding!

Ever since its first day in office and up until the fuel joke,
the current parliament’s performance reflects its members’
formation and potentials. After all, its members are doing
their best and have passed laws after discussing them in
specialized committees, but those laws were only hollow
and meager ones. They have grilled ministers and even the
prime minister himself, but none of those motions reached
a no-confidence vote. Instead, they hailed those grilled.
They demanded holding a special session and collected 35
signatures, and eventually met at the speaker’s office and
broke the good news to the Kuwaiti people. Well, they did
their best and this is as far as they can go! 

This is the result of the people’s choice and trust in the
one-vote parliament. Yet, can you possibly take one dinar
and go to purchase whatever you want of international
brands at the Salhiya mall? It seems that this is the ‘take it
or leave it’ parliament! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

‘Take it or leave it’ parliament

Crime
R e p o r t

Suicide note 

blames husband 
KUWAIT: Following up the case of a British legal advisor
who was found hanging in her apartment in Salwa, security
sources said the woman left a note blaming her husband for
“ruining her life” and urged him to take care of their children. 

A big hole in a wall

The owner of a women’s accessories store in Fahaheel
reported finding a big hole in a wall separating his
store and a money exchange next door. Security
sources said that on examining the scene, detectives
found that burglars had targeted the money exchange,
but failed to open the safe. They settled for stealing KD
350 in old currency notes. 

Asian arrested at port
An Iranian was arrested at Doha port trying to smuggle
huge amounts of subsidized food supplies, said security
sources, noting that the smuggled items included rice,
cooking oil and milk powder. 

Policemen injured
Three policemen from the weapons squad were injured
when they lost control of their patrol car while heading
to arrest a suspect possessing illegal weapons. The car
turned over along Sixth Ring Road. 

Laborer found dead
A citizen reported that on checking the source of a foul
smell emanating from the stairway leading to the roof of his
brother’s house, he found that a male domestic laborer
working for his brother, who claimed to be out of the coun-
try on vacation, had been dead for a few days. A case was
filed and further investigations are in progress. 

Bottles of whiskey
A citizen was arrested in Farwaniya with two bottles of
whiskey he tried to bribe a traffic policeman with. Security
sources said that on filing a traffic ticket and asking the driv-
er to step out to sign it, the motorist seemed inebriated.
When asked if he was drunk, the man said “drinking is the
best thing in the world” and gave the policeman the two
bottles. 

Nine bedoons arrested 
Nine bedoons were arrested for fighting at Jahra Hospital’s
radiology department, where they had come with their
children to examine the injuries the kids had sustained in
a fight. 

Kuwaiti stabbed 
A citizen was stabbed in the back during a fight over
traffic rights along Abdaly highway, said security
sources, noting that the stabber fled the scene. A
search is on for him. 

European prostitute
A European woman in Kuwait on a visit visa was arrest-
ed by vice police for practicing prostitution and
referred to deportation. Security sources said the sus-
pect confessed to making KD 25,000 in three weeks,
during which she only worked five hours a day. 

Weapon dumped in a trash
Cleaners working in Saad Al-Abdullah reported find-
ing a weapon dumped in a trash container they
were emptying. —Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa
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Neither the government nor the parliament
has shown any sign of confrontation with
the reality of the disastrous drop in the

state’s sole source of income. They even co-starred
in a farcical play of granting 75 liters of free petrol
to each citizen. Both of them proved how hollow
their political approaches are when they naively
promoted such a proposal to grumbling citizens
as if they were putting pacifiers in babies’ mouths
to stop them from crying, while at the same time,
the speaker of house keeps pouting terms like
‘smart solutions’ and ‘conservative citizens’ on vari-
ous media. 

The other ugly face of the 75-liter pacifying
solution, which is about 30 percent of the savings
made by the state by increasing fuel prices, was to
cut expat teachers’ rent allowance from KD 150 to
only KD 60. It came as if the government wanted
to pass a message that it also deducted from the
salaries of expat teachers that are already no more
than half  or  one third of  those paid to their
Kuwaiti peers, so that it could eventually pay the
difference to citizens in the form of those 75 liters
of fuel. What an abusive way of dealing with citi-
zens’ awareness and minds and taking advantage
of expat teachers’ miserable lives, although they
are expected to work hard on teaching future gen-
erations. 

Kuwait currently needs statesmen and not
political actors performing a comedy play during
the worst times since the liberation. This nation
needs people of principle and faith in aware and
knowledgeable youth. The future requires sacri-
fices to provide economic and political security for
both today’s and tomorrow’s generations. 

Putting on some makeup to hide our bitter ugly
situation will not do us any good and will never
alter the truth that we are heading towards insol-
vency, bankruptcy and devastation we have been
watching daily in nearby countries. The authorities
must be convinced that that ‘public showoffs’ to
maintain political loyalty and political affiliations in
the same old manner when the authorities made
miserable bargains with citizens giving them more
money to keep them silent about mega corruption
cases in various state-owned establishments will
no more do them any good! 

This nation really needs true statesmen nowa-
days to frankly and clearly tell us the truth regard-
less of how bitter it is, tell us how to deal with it and
promise to start sacrificing themselves before ask-
ing citizens to make any. This is justice. Otherwise,
we will cease to have a state in the near future. So,
stop producing such weak plays! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Stop this farce

Al-Anbaa

By Hassan Al-Essa 

“Let the more corrupt 
among us beat the other!” 

Fighting Corruption

KUWAIT: In collaboration with Kuwait Cardiologists
Syndicate and Kuwait Cardiology Society, Sabah Al-
Ahmed Center for Giftedness and Creativity
(SACGC) will launch a full week activities to cele-
brate the World Cardiology Day (October 13-19) at
the Avenues Mall. SACGC said that the activities
would be on from 10:00am to 10:00pm. 

KUWAIT: KIPCO - the Kuwait Projects Company - was a
Platinum Sponsor of the ‘Foreign Affairs LIVE: Gulf
Economic Update’. The event, organized by the Council on
Foreign Relations, recently took place in New York City.
Through a series of panel discussions, Kuwaiti and US
businessmen and experts came together to discuss the
current political and economic environment in the Gulf,
with a focus on Kuwait. 

Commenting on the event, Faisal Al Ayyar, KIPCO’s Vice
Chairman (Executive) said: “As an independent think tank
and publisher, the Council on Foreign Relations is a trust-
ed resource for the global business community. We are
delighted to be supporting CFR’s inaugural event on the
Gulf region, where financial experts from the world’s finest
organizations have come together with representatives of
the Kuwaiti business community to discuss the opportuni-
ties and challenges for growth in the region.”  KIPCO’s Vice
Chairman (Executive) welcomed the delegates to a KIPCO-
hosted breakfast. During the event, KIPCO Board Member
and esteemed diplomat, HE Ambassador Abdullah
Bishara, spoke about the history of Kuwait-US relations,
the current political situation on the region and how it
affected the economic outlook. 

KIPCO’s Group Chief Financial Officer, Pinak Maitra,
participated in a discussion panel titled ‘Foreign Affairs
Briefing: The Gulf Cooperation Council’. Panelists includ-
ed representatives of the Kuwaiti private sector, the
World Bank and renowned US strategic advisory firms.
The panel discussed how the region could deepen its
reforms and continue its growth trajectory in the face of
global economic uncertainty. Other panels discussed
strategies toward creating sustainable growth, including
infrastructure development, investment in education
and skills training, and economic policies to encourage
investment.

KIPCO sponsors event organized by 

Council on Foreign Relations in NY

Faisal Al Ayyar seen with speakers and council representatives

Pinak Maitra is pictured with other officials.
(Inset) Abdullah Bishara 

Kuwait donates

$795,000 to charities
AMMAN: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan Hamad Al-
Duaij has handed a sum of $795,000 to Jordanian chari-
ties in order to alleviate the sufferings and woes of
Syrian and Jordanian orphans. The ambassador said the
financial aid, provided by Kuwaiti charities, is part of
Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts instructed by the Gulf
nation’s political leadership with a view to helping the
needy in brotherly and friendly countries. Kuwait’s fresh
aid also aims to help the Jordanian government
respond to the reflections of the current regional chal-
lenges and developments, he added. The money was
provided by Kuwait’s Social Reform Society and Islamic
Heritage Revival Society, he pointed out. Kuwaiti chari-
ties have been providing humanitarian and relief aid to
the needy and orphans in Jordan, especially since the
outbreak of the Syrian crisis. —KUNA


