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STRASBOURG, FRANCE: The state of
emergency declared in Turkey after a
July 15 coup attempt will be lifted only
when circumstances permit such a
move,  Foreign Minister  Mevlut
Cavusoglu said yesterday. “As soon as
we normalize fully the situation we will
lift the state of emergency,” Cavusoglu
told a news conference at  the
Strasbourg headquarters of the Council
of Europe, of which Turkey is a member.

Since the coup bid, tens of thou-
sands of people from all walks of life,

including police and military officers,
judges, teachers, civil  servants and
journalists, have been arrested or lost
their jobs under the state of emer-
gency, which was extended last week
for an additional three months. 

The crackdown, aimed at people
with alleged links to a US-based Islamic
preacher accused of masterminding
the failed coup, has alarmed Turkey’s
Western allies, including the European
Union, which have warned Ankara that
it must act within the rule of law.

Within Turkey, activists say the crack-
down is being used to silence legiti-
mate political opposition. “We cooper-
ate with the Council  of Europe, we
inform (it) of all the legal actions we are
taking and this process is very transpar-
ent and in the line of the Convention
and the core values of the Council of
Europe,” Cavusoglu said.

While all EU states belong to it, the
47-member Counci l  of  Europe is  a
separate entity, with a focus on pro-
moting democracy and the rule of

law,  and enforc ing the  European
Convention on Human Rights.  Last
week ,  the  Counci l ’s  human r ights
commissioner, Nils Muiznieks, urged
Ankara to end its state of emergency
“as soon as possible”.

Cavusoglu said, “we had to extend
the state of emergency because the sit-
uation is  ver y complex.  We had to
make sure that this attempted coup
never happens again.” In a speech to
the Council, the minister called on the
body’s members to visit Turkey so as “to

grasp the gravity of the situation” for
themselves. “The threat has not been
entirely abolished,” he said, referring to
the movement of the US-based preach-
er, Fethullah Gulen. Cavusoglu conced-
ed that some of those affected by the
nationwide purges may in fact have
been targeted in error. “It is true, mis-
takes have been made. Our responsibil-
ity is to correct them and respect the
law,” he said, adding that some 3,000
suspended civil servants had returned
to their posts. —AFP

Turkey will lift state of emergency when situation ‘normalizes’   

ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE: The United
States will give a measured response to
what it believes to be Russian interfer-
ence in the US election process, including
the hacking of Democratic Party comput-
ers, a White House spokesman said yes-
terday.

“We obviously will ensure that our
response is proportional,” spokesman
Josh Earnest told reporters traveling with
President Barack Obama on Air Force
One. “It is unlikely that our response
would be announced in advance,” he
added.  The warning to Russia came four
weeks before the November 8 election to
pick a successor to the Democratic presi-
dent. Last Friday, the Obama administra-
tion formally accused the Russian gov-
ernment of trying to “interfere” with the
American election, and vowed to
respond at an undisclosed time and
place. The assertion against Russia came
with relations already frayed over NATO
defenses and stalled efforts to end the
bloody civil war in Syria.  Earnest high-
lighted the United States’ capacity for
responding to cyber attacks.

“ The president has talked before
about the significant capabilities that the
US government has to both defend our
systems in the United States but also car-
ry out offensive operations in other coun-
tries,” he said.  The US statement, issued

Friday, said the American intelligence
community “is confident that the Russian
government directed the recent compro-
mises of emails from US persons and
institutions, including from US political
organizations.”

It also said the disclosures of allegedly
hacked emails on WikiLeaks and other
websites and by the online persona
“Guccifer 2.0” were “consistent with the
methods and motivations of Russian-
directed efforts.” Hillary Clinton, the
Democratic presidential nominee, has
accused Russia of trying to tilt the presi-
dential election in Republican rival
Donald Trump’s favor through a series of
email hacks.

The Obama administration has
appeared prudent about the way it
responds to hacking and computer
attacks, seeking to avoid an escalating
cyber war.  The line sometimes is difficult
to draw between traditional espionage-
which the United States also practices,
and must thus tolerate-and full-blown
cyber assaults.

The Obama administration has repeat-
edly declared its right to respond with all
the means at its disposal, and not only
through technology measures. After
North Korea hacked Sony Pictures in
2014, Obama responded with economic
sanctions against the regime. —AFP

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA: When Manasi
Gopala immigrated to America, she finally got
the chance to row crew. As a child in India, she
had dreamed of the sport from watching
Olympic telecasts. Now, twice a week, she pulls a
pair of oars as her scull glides along tree-lined
Lake Wheeler, far from her birthplace of
Bangalore.

Gopala is among throngs of educated Indians
who have moved in recent years to North
Carolina’s tech-laden Research Triangle and oth-
er areas across America. A 39-year-old software
developer, she peppers her emails with an
adopted “y’all.” She became a US citizen three
years ago. “America had given me the opportuni-
ty to pursue my own life,” she said.

For all of Donald Trump’s talk of building a
border wall and deporting 11 million unautho-
rized immigrants who are mainly Hispanic - and
for all of the enduring contention over illegal
immigration - immigrants to the US are now
more likely to come from Asia than from Mexico

or Latin America. And compared with Americans
overall, immigrants today are disproportionately
well-educated and entrepreneurial. They are
transforming the nation in ways largely ignored
by the political jousting over how immigration is
affecting America’s culture, economy and
national security.

As of three years ago, Census figures show ,
India and China eclipsed Mexico as the top
sources of US immigrants, whether authorized
or not. In 2013, 147,000 Chinese immigrants and
129,000 Indians came to the US, compared with
125,000 Mexicans. Most of the Asian immigrants
arrived in the United States legally - through
work, student or family visas.

More likely to become citizens
Immigrants are also more likely now to be US

citizens.  Nearly half of immigrants over the age
of 25 - 18 million people - are naturalized citi-
zens, compared with just 30 percent back in

2000, according to Census figures.
Simultaneously, more Mexicans without docu-
mentation are returning home. The number of
Mexicans in the United States illegally tumbled
nearly 8 percent in the past six years to 5.85 mil-
lion, the Pew Research Center found. Border
Patrol apprehensions, one gauge of illegal
crossings, last year reached their lowest point
since 1971.

With the share of US residents born abroad at
its highest level in a century, immigrants increas-
ingly defy the stereotypes that tend to shape
conversations on the issue. Consider: 

About 40 percent of Indian immigrants hold a
graduate degree . Fewer than 12 percent of
native-born Americans do. And earnings for a
median Indian immigrant household exceed
$100,000 - more than twice the US median.

A majority of Chinese immigrants have come
to the United States to seek education. China
has become the dominant source of foreigners
attending US universities, with 304,000 student

visas in the past academic year. India is second,
with 133,000 visas. In addition, a quarter of
immigrants from China hold graduate degrees.

Since 2011, a majority of Indian and Chinese
immigrants have been between ages 15 and 29.
Their youth means they’re likely to have children
born as US citizens, who will then become prime
contributors to American population growth in
the years ahead, according to an analysis by
Census officials.

The influx of Asians has not only reshaped
the face of America’s immigrant population. It
has also sharpened the divide within the immi-
grant population - between well-educated
Asians and arrivals from Mexico and Latin
America who have little money or education.
The result is that America’s 40 million-plus
immigrants more and more reflect the
extremes of America’s economic spectrum,
from super-rich tech titans to poor agriculture
workers.

What economist say
Yet economists say immigrants from both

ends of the divide are benefiting the economy.
At a time when the growth of the US  workforce
has slowed, immigrants and their collective
spending have become a key source of econom-
ic fuel.

These disparate groups of immigrants have
helped reshape towns and cities, populated new
suburban housing developments and revived
main streets in some decaying rural communi-
ties. The changes flash into view on a visit to the
political swing state of North Carolina. The pro-
portion of immigrants in the state’s population
has quadrupled from 1990 to nearly 8 percent.
Similar trends have emerged in Georgia,
Colorado, Oregon and Washington.

None of these states approaches the more
than 20 percent share in California and New
York. Yet the transformations are evident in a
drive across the dense highways that connect
North Carolina’s Research Triangle. The suburbs
sandwiched among Chapel Hill, Durham and
Raleigh have exploded with plazas crowded
with upscale lunch spots and designer gyms.

Indian immigrants have put their distinctive
stamp on this area. Their prevalence here is simi-
lar to the many educated Chinese immigrants
who have settled around Los Angeles, San
Francisco and New York.

On evenings in the Research Triangle, many
of the cars on Aviation Parkway pull off to stop
at the 20-acre Hindu Society of North Carolina in
Morrisville, which hosts yoga classes and reli-
gious services.

In 2000, when the society’s temple was built,
Morrisville was home to just 230 Indians. Now,
there are 4,300. Those with roots in the commu-
nity dating to the 1960s recall a period when a
grocery run for authentic Indian ingredients
required a five-hour drive to Washington, D.C.
Those treks are no longer necessary.

Their rising numbers have established a
broad community of Indians that has made it
easier for new arrivals to integrate than it was for
prior generations. “Now, you come from India,
you don’t really have to know anything else,” said
Pranav Patel, a 57-year-old software developer.
“The system is here to help you adjust. There are
no real hardships.”

Asked how they have been received in the
community, about a dozen Asian immigrants
said they have generally been warmly accepted
despite the national furor over immigration.
One, oncologist, Dr.  Neeraj Agrawal, said he
could recall a patient having to overcome an ini-
tial reluctance to be treated by a foreigner. But
that was a rare exception. “There’s a dramatic
change in attitudes about skilled, educated
immigrants: ‘You’re welcome. You’re a good
neighbor. You’re a good addition to society,’” said
Agrawal, who was born and educated in India.

In August, Gopala went to the Hindu Society
to celebrate India’s independence day. Over the
entrance of the temple is the symbol for “om,”
representing knowledge - a reminder of educa-
tion’s vaunted status. Music blared over the
crowd amid dancing and honors paid to statues
of deities. Gopala enjoyed the festivities. Yet she
saw few white and black guests sharing in the
moment. — AP

QASR BSHIR, JORDAN: The helicopter
door opens and Robert Bewley leans out
hundreds of feet above the Hisban Roman
ruins outside Amman, Jordan. Feet on the
struts, the Oxford University archaeologist
begins snapping photos as the chopper
circles the ancient stones. Sheep flock far
below amid marble columns from 1,700
years ago. After a few minutes, Bewley
squawks directions into a radio headset,
and the helicopter banks towards another
site sitting on a cliff above a major high-
way. “To discover sites if we were just out
on the ground would be really difficult,”
Bewley said. “In an hour’s flying we can
record between 10-20 sites and once
they’re recorded through digital photogra-
phy, that’s a record that will last forever.”

Bewley and colleague David Kennedy
aim to discover and preserve archaeology
through a growing archive of sites across
the Middle East and North Africa with
91,000 images. While Roman, Ottoman,
Byzantine, Nabatean, Neolithic and British
imperial sites have been uncovered, the
pair has also revealed in the past 19 years
both mysterious man-made rock struc-
tures and “catastrophic” urban sprawl
destroying and threatening sites across the
kingdom.

Refugee damage
Refugees fleeing wars in the Palestinian

territories, Iraq and Syria have decimated
Jordan’s land and water resources over the
past few decades, Kennedy said. “I could
see the archaeology was disappearing, and
one of the things that’s been quite shock-
ing since then is to see that the process is
accelerating,” he said. “It’s now at an almost
catastrophic level.”

Their photographs show the northern
city of Jerash slowly enveloping Roman
ruins there. Other photos show site after
site bulldozed, roads cut through
Nabatean temples and Roman forts, and a
Neolithic cemetery ransacked by looters.
An Umayyad palace visible one year ago is
now gone, razed to make way for an olive
orchard. Destruction of antiquities is clear
from the air, but so are 2,000 enormous
man-made rock structures once known as
“the works of the old men” in Jordan’s
bleak basalt desert. Their 4,000-9,000-year
old weathered stones blend into the rocky
landscape, and lay camouflaged for mil-

lennia. Before the invention of flight,
famous colonial travelers like Gertrude
Bell walked right past them, Kennedy said.
“For all practical purposes they saw noth-
ing,” he said.

British pilots delivering mail between
Cairo and Baghdad in the 1920s first
noticed the structures starkly contrasting
with the pale desert floor. Not knowing
what they were, the pilots nicknamed
them “kites” after crude children’s draw-
ings. World War II halted the photography,
until Kennedy and Bewley soared over
with Nikon cameras. “Just by going up a
few hundred feet, we could see that there
were literally thousands of kites there,”
Kennedy said. Roughly 4,500 “kites” of
regional variety have since been found
across the Fertile Crescent in Armenia,
Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, the West Bank,
Saudi Arabia and Yemen, according to the
Lyon-based Global Kites Project. “My god it
was just amazing what you cannot see on
the ground,” said Gary Rollefson, a profes-
sor emeritus at Whitman College who has
worked in Jordan since 1978. “We could tell
there were some humps over there, but
the distribution or density of these things
was just overwhelming.”

Their peculiar geometry  pennants, cir-
cles and fans  drew archaeologists like
Rollefson to dig in Jordan’s barren eastern
desert. Rollefson has found oak, duck-
weed, cattails and tamarisk pollen in red
mud at a Neolithic site called Wisad Pools.
Other archaeologists have found animal
bones. The discoveries have led archaeolo-
gists to reach a consensus, he said. “There’s
no question, that place was a lot greener
than it is today,” Rollefson said. “There used
to be a heck of a lot more water than there
is today.” The evidence suggests the kites
were massive hunting traps used to corral
wild game in a much greener environ-
ment. People would drive herds between
stone walls that would slowly narrow the
running animals into dead-end pits six-feet
deep. “They become like a Safeway meat
market,” Rollefson said. “Just leave them
down there until you want to eat them.” At
first Kennedy wasn’t allowed to fly when
he began the Aerial Photographic Archive
for Archaeology in the Middle East in 1978.
He spent 25 years collecting aerial photos
and old maps before Google Earth made
satellite images widespread. — AP

The evolving face 

of US immigration
Land where dreams come true

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA: In this Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2016, photo, Manasi Gopala prepares for
her sculling class at Lake Wheeler. —AP

MADABA, JORDAN: This May 5, 2010 photo provided by Aerial Photographic Archive
for Archaeology in the Middle East, APAAME, taken from a helicopter, shows exten-
sive construction around archaeology.—AP

Jordan’s airborne monuments 

men discover, protect sites 

ERBIL/BAGHDAD: Islamic State militants have
placed booby traps across the city of Mosul, dug
tunnels and recruited children as spies in antici-
pation of an offensive to dislodge the jihadists
from their Iraqi stronghold, Iraqis and US offi-
cials said.

Mosul, home to up to 1.5 million people, has
been the headquarters of Islamic State’s self-
declared caliphate in northern Iraq since 2014
and the militants are making complex prepara-
tions to prevent Iraqi security forces, backed by a
US-led coalition, taking it back.

The battle for the city, expected later this
month, will help shape the future of Iraq and the
legacy of US President Barack Obama. Even if
Islamic State is driven out, there is a real danger
of sectarian strife, especially if civilian casualties
are high in a mainly Sunni city wary of the Shi-ite
led Iraqi government and the Shi’ite militias it
depends on.

The jihadists, who swept into Mosul almost
unopposed two years ago as Iraqi forces fled,
have rigged its five bridges with explosives, pre-
pared car bombs and suicide attackers and
stepped up surveillance, according to four resi-
dents who spoke via telephone or social media.

“They are digging in to fight for Mosul. They
are more cautious, shaving their beards to blend
in with the population and constantly moving
their headquarters around,” said former finance
and foreign minister Hoshiyar Zebari,

Zebari, a senior member of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party with access to intelligence on
Islamic State movements in Mosul, and Col. John
Dorrian, a spokesman for the US-led coalition,

both said the group was moving men and
equipment through underground tunnels. “You
see a fighter go in one place and pop up in
another,” said Dorrian. “The entrances are always
exposed and those are a priority target.”

Islamic State fighters have put up concrete
embankments and are using concrete T-walls to
block points of entry for the attacking force, he
said. Mosul residents said the militants have also

dug a two meter by two meter trench around
the perimeter of the city to be filled with burn-
ing oil to make air strikes more difficult.

Aid groups have expressed concern over the
prospect that many civilians could be killed in
the fighting. About 200,000 people are expected
to flee within the first two weeks of fighting, said
Lise Grande, the UN humanitarian coordinator
for Iraq. — Reuters

US vows ‘proportional’ 

response to Russian hacking

As offensive nears, Islamic 

State rigs Mosul with bombs

HIT, IRAQ: Iraqi government forces drive in the al-Bakr neighborhood north of Hit in Iraq’s
Anbar province after they cleared the area of Islamic State (IS) group fighters on October 10,
2016. —AFP


