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SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO: Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump’s tax plans are “mirror images” of one another, with
the Democrat proposing steep tax hikes on the wealthy
while the Republican candidate proposes even deeper
reductions in the taxes paid by America’s richest people,
according to an analysis released Tuesday.

The Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center found that the
top 0.1 percent of taxpayers would pay $800,000 more in
taxes on average under Clinton’s plan while Trump’s plan,
their taxes would decline by more than $1 million. It found
that Trump’s proposed cuts would cost $6.2 trillion over 10
years while Clinton’s would raise $1.4 trillion in new rev-
enue over that time period - money the Democrat propos-
es using for new government programs.

“Trump has a very, very large tax cut that’s primarily
focused on high income individuals. Clinton has a signifi-
cant tax increase” for those people, said Len Burman, a for-
mer Treasury official under President Bill Clinton who is
director of the center, a joint project between two nonpar-
tisan Washington, DC think tanks. “In almost every mean-
ingful respect these plans are mirror images.”

The analysis does not account for the possible econom-
ic effects of the tax plans, but the authors nonetheless pre-
dicted that Trump’s plan would cut into the economy by by
running up large deficits that cause interest rates to soar.
The Trump campaign said the analysis is worthless because
it lacks critical calculations.

Fraudulent analysis
The “Tax Policy Center has wasted everyone’s time with

a fraudulent analysis,” Trump senior policy adviser Stephen
Miller said in a statement. By contrast, an analysis by the
Tax Foundation, which advocates for lower taxes, found
Trump’s proposal could create $2 trillion in new tax rev-
enues by triggering growth. But even that analysis found it
would leave a net deficit and that more of its benefits
would accrue to wealthier taxpayers.

The Tax Policy Center’s new analysis found that Trump’s
proposals would focus on reducing tax on capital, which
would encourage more work, investment and savings. It
said Clinton’s proposals could have the opposite effect by
hiking up levies on capital. However, the analysts noted
that Clinton has proposed new spending that could offset

some of the negative economic impact of high-end tax
increases. Clinton’s tax hikes would fall almost exclusively
on businesses and taxpayers in the top 1 percent. The
analysis found that some of the cuts in the plan - including
a doubling of the child tax credit the Clinton campaign
announced Tuesday morning - could lead to a 1 percent
increase in income for the poorest 20 percent of U.S.
households.

By contrast, Trump would cut taxes for most, but not all,
Americans. The analysis found Trump would cut the aver-
age tax bill by $2,940, or 4.1 percent. But those in the top
0.1 percent would have their bill reduced by 14 percent, or
$1.1 million.

Because of the way it changes standard deductions, the
Trump proposal would actually raise taxes for an undeter-
mined number of middle-class and lower-income house-
holds that have many children or are headed by a single
parent, the analysis found.

Both candidates propose eliminating the carried inter-
est provision of the tax code that allows hedge fund man-
agers and others to be taxed at lower rates. But the Trump
plan would open up a bigger loophole by allowing busi-
ness partnerships like hedge funds to pay an even lower 15
percent corporate rate. In fact, the Tax Policy Center pre-
dicts that many high-paid individuals would essentially
incorporate as freelance employees so they could pay 15
percent on their earnings, rather than Trump’s top rate of
33 percent.

That “gives them a much better deal than carried inter-
est,” said Eric Toder of the Tax Policy Center. The Trump
campaign has insisted it will create safeguards to ensure
this does not happen, but has not explained how.

Overall, Clinton proposes a new 4 percent tax on earn-
ings over $5 million, requiring people earning over $1 mil-
lion annually to pay at least 30 percent of their income in
taxes and face new limits on non-charitable deductions
and exclusions. She’d double the Child Tax Credit, current-
ly $1,000 per child under 17, to $2,000 per child under 4,
and increase the amount low-income families get in
refunds. She’s also proposed hiking capital gains taxes as
well as increasing the estate tax on large inheritances to
65 percent. Trump proposes consolidating the seven fed-
eral income tax brackets to three - at 33 percent, 25 per-

cent and 12 percent - and creating a flat 15 percent corpo-
rate tax. He’d cap deductions at $200,000 per household,
allow families to deduct the cost of child care and elder

care and eliminate the estate tax. Trump, like Clinton,
would still tax capital gains at death before they are
passed onto heirs. —AP
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HEMPSTEAD, NEW YORK: In this Sept. 26, 2016 file photo, Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton and
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump shake hands during the presidential debate at Hofstra
University. —AP

LES CAYES: People throughout Haiti’s devastated south-
west peninsula formed makeshift brigades Tuesday to clear
debris and try to regain some semblance of their pre-hurri-
cane lives as anger grew over the delay in aid for remote
communities more than a week after the Category 4 storm
hit. A community group that formed in the southern sea-
side community of Les Anglais began clearing tree limbs
from streets and placing them into piles while others gath-
ered scraps of wood to start rebuilding homes destroyed
by Hurricane Matthew.

Carpenter James Nassau donned a white construction
helmet as he rebuilt a neighbor’s wall with recycled wood,
hoping to earn a little money to take care of 10 children,
including those left behind by his brother, who died in the
storm. “My brother left five kids, and now I’ve got to take
care of them,” he said. “Nobody has come to help.”

The scene repeated itself across small seaside and
mountain villages dotting the peninsula, where people
pointed out helicopters buzzing overhead and questioned
why they haven’t received any help.

Israel Banissa, a carpenter who lives near the small
mountain town of Moron, said a Red Cross assessment
team stopped outside his village to ask people questions
but didn’t leave any supplies. “There’s no aid that’s come
here,” he said as he sawed wood to help rebuild his home
and dozens of others. “I don’t think they care about the
people up here.” The UN humanitarian agency in Geneva
has made an emergency appeal for nearly $120 million in
aid, saying about 750,000 people in southwest Haiti alone
will need “life-saving assistance and protection” in the next
three months. UN officials said earlier that at least 1.4 mil-
lion people across the region need assistance and that 2.1
million overall have been affected by the hurricane. Some
175,500 people remain in shelters.

Death toll 473
The National Civil Protection headquarters in Port-au-

Prince raised the official nationwide death toll to 473,
which included at least 244 deaths in Grand-Anse. But local
officials have said the toll in Grand-Anse alone tops 500.

Those who survived the storm still faced great chal-
lenges, including going days without food. Elancie Moise,
an agronomist and director for the Department of
Agriculture in southern Haiti, said between 80 to 100 per-
cent of crops have been lost across the southern peninsula.
“Crisis is not the word to describe it,” he said. “You need a
stronger word. It is much worse. There is no food for peo-
ple to eat.”

Food was slowly reaching remote communities, but
there was also a growing need for medical supplies. In the
western seaside village of Dame Marie, patients with fes-
tering wounds lay silently on beds at the main hospital
waiting for medicine a week after the storm hit.

Among them was Beauvoir Luckner, a cobbler and
farmer who walked 12 kilometers (seven miles) in three
days after a tree fell on his house, crushing his leg and
killing his mother. The leg might have to be amputated,
but all doctors can do is clean his wounds because the hos-
pital has run out of everything, including painkillers.
“There’s no water, no antibiotics,” Dr. Herby Jean told The
Associated Press. “Everything is depleted. ... We hear heli-
copters flying overhead, but we’re not getting anything.”

Meanwhile, Luckner lay on a mattress with no sheets, a
bandage wrapped around his left leg. “It took a lot of misery
to get here and now that I’m here, there’s still misery,” he
said. Concern also was growing about an increase in cases
of cholera, which has already killed roughly 10,000 people
and sickened more than 800,000 since 2010. — AP
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DAME-MARIE, HAITI: A girl walks in front of a house
that was destroyed by Hurricane Matthew on Monday,
Oct. 10, 2016. —AP


