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The new decision however exempts 14 groups of expa-
triates from the salary requirement to sponsor their fami-
lies. These include: 

Chancellors, judges, prosecution staff and legal experts
working in the public sector; doctors and pharmacists;
university and professors at higher institutes; public
school directors and deputies, educational supervisors,
teachers, social workers and lab assistants; academic,
financial and economic consultants; engineers; imams,
preachers, muezzins and Quran teachers; librarians at
government bodies and private universities; health min-
istry staff including nursing staff, paramedics, technicians
and social workers; social workers and psychologists in
the public sector; journalists, media staff and reporters;
coaches and players at sports unions and clubs; pilots and
flight attendants; and washers and buriers of dead bodies.  

In another development, MPs Abdullah Al-Turaiji,
Ahmad Al-Azemi and Ali Al-Khamees are expected to file
a joint request today to grill finance minister Anas Al-

Saleh over the government’s decision to raise petrol
prices, amid reports that the Assembly is highly expected
to be dissolved and fresh elections called. Khamees said
he and his two colleagues will go ahead and file the
request, adding that they will not be affected by reports
that the Assembly could be dissolved.

MP Abdullah Maayouf is also expected to file another
request to grill Justice and Islamic Affairs Minister Yaqoub
Al-Sane over administrative and financial violations.
Maayouf has been targeting the minister for the past sev-
eral months. MP Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi already filed a
request on Sunday to grill Sane for delaying the bylaws of
the Anti-Corruption Authority. MP Awdah Al-Awdah has
also threatened to grill Education Minister Bader Al-Essa
over a variety of violations.

Three other MPs - Saleh Ashour, Hamdan Al-Azemi and
Jamal Al-Omar - are reportedly preparing to grill the prime
minister over the petrol price hike and are expected to file
it either today or early next week. Veteran MP Khalaf
Dumaitheer on Tuesday said he believes that the Assembly
will be dissolved “within days”.

MoI raises minimum wage for family visa...
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helping Kurdish forces aligned against Islamic State.
The head of the Airwars project, which tracks the inter-
national air war in Iraq, Syria and Libya, said the
weaponized drones are clumsy, but they can do dam-
age. “There are a million ways you can weaponize
drones - fire rockets, strap things in and crash them,”
Chris Woods said. He added: “This is the stuff everyone
has been terrified about for years, and now it’s a reality.”

The US military official couldn’t immediately authen-
ticate the videos in question, adding that most of the
incidents they are aware of involved weaponized
drones that simply crash into their targets. But another
former senior US military official who viewed the videos
said there was nothing to suggest they were fake. A
number of militant groups in the Middle East, including
the Islamic State group, Jund al-Aqsa and Jabhat Fatah
al-Sham, as well as Hezbollah and Hamas, have all
released videos indicating that they have surveillance
and reconnaissance drones. 

Syrian anti-government rebels and militias loyal to
President Bashar Al-Assad were also flying cheap quad-
and hexacopters as early as 2014 to spy on each other.
The surveillance drones allowed those groups to collect
data on enemy bases, battlefield positioning and
weaponry and improve targeting. The extremist Islamic
State group launched a sophisticated propaganda
video in 2014, “The Clanging of the Swords, Part 4”,
boasting about its capture of the Iraqi city of Fallujah.
The video opens with drone footage over the western
Iraqi city before cutting to violent ground footage
depicting its advance across Iraq.

Lebanon-based Hezbollah has claimed to have
armed-drone capabilities for nearly two years, but a
recent video of bomblets hitting a militant camp near
the Syrian town of Hama is the first known documenta-
tion. The majority of these groups have access only to

store-bought drones, similar to those available in the
US, ranging in price from $1,000 to $3,000 and weigh-
ing between 5 to 10 pounds - certainly not enough to
support a large bomb or rocket. Hezbollah is an excep-
tion, receiving most of its munitions - including its
drones - from Iran.

“It’s not going to change the overall balance of pow-
er in the region, but it matters by the very fact that
these are things that are normally beyond the capability
of insurgents or terrorists groups,” said Peter Singer,
author of the book “Wired for War: The Robotics
Revolution and Conflict in the 21st Century,” and a sen-
ior fellow at the New America Foundation.

Syrian skies are already bustling with traffic. Coalition
forces have launched some 5,400 airstrikes on IS targets
since September 2014. Drones account for only about 7
percent of America’s total air operations in Iraq and
Syria because the US is “stretched really thin” with drone
operations in Afghanistan, Yemen, Pakistan and else-
where, Woods said. Russia is also showing off its own
drone capabilities - albeit somewhat primitive com-
pared to the US Last month, the Russian Defense
Ministry launched a live online broadcast of drone
footage of the besieged Syrian city of Aleppo to “pro-
vide transparency of ceasefire regime implementation.”

There is no question the militant groups are out-
matched in the sky. But as cells linked to the Islamic
State group pop up across Europe and the United
States, the real concern is the potential impact these
experimental small,  f lying bombs could have if
launched over crowded cities. “You already see things
happening in Ukraine, gangs in Mexico are using
drones, and in Ireland, gangs there are using surveil-
lance,” said Wim Zwijnenburg, a security and disarma-
ment policy adviser at Netherlands-based PAX for
Peace. “Add a small amount of explosives to a small
drone, and even the psychological factor is pretty sig-
nificant.” — AP 

New challenges in Syria as militants...

STORM LAKE, Iowa: Storm Lake, Iowa, appears the picture
of economic health, a place where jobs are plentiful, the
unemployment rate hovers near 3 percent, busy shops fill
century-old brick buildings and children ride bikes on tree-
lined sidewalks that end in the glare of its namesake lake.
But there’s a growing problem in the northwest Iowa city
of 11,000, one that’s familiar to rural areas around the
country: Thousands of working families and elderly resi-
dents don’t have enough money to feed themselves or
their children. The issue persists even as national poverty
rates have declined in the past year and prices for many
food staples have dropped slightly.

Storm Lake has responded strongly with a large, mostly
volunteer effort to hand out free food - eggs, cereal, veg-
etables, juice - at a half-dozen pantries, along a city street
and in an empty building on the edge of town. “You strug-
gle to live one day at a time, to stretch the budget,” said
Hermelinda Gonzalez, 41, who relies on food from a
monthly drive-up pantry to feed her seven children despite
her husband’s construction job. “I don’t know what we’d do
without this,” she said while volunteers slid boxes into her
car and her 1-year-old son slept in the back seat.

Tyson Foods’ turkey and pork processing plants are
Storm Lake’s biggest employers - more than 2,700, many of

whom are immigrants attracted by wages of $15 an hour
or more. But many also have large families, and paychecks
are eaten up by big grocery bills, heating and cooling costs
and higher-than-expected rent due to increased demand
for housing that hasn’t been met by new construction. Not
having access to enough food is more severe in isolated
counties than urban, metropolitan areas - 64 percent of the
counties with the highest rate of food insecurity for chil-
dren are rural, according to data from national anti-hunger
group Feeding America.

While federal statistics show incomes among the poor-
est 10 percent of US households increased 7.9 percent last
year and the proportion of Americans in poverty dropped
from 14.8 percent to 13.5 percent, small towns typically lag
urban areas in job and income growth, especially in the
Upper Midwest, said Gary Green, a University of Wisconsin-
Madison professor who studies rural issues.

It’s especially hard for immigrants, he said, because the
communities often lack a support network found in large
cities, and if there’s an unexpected expense or reduction in
work hours, there usually aren’t relatives nearby to help.
That makes it hard for hunger issues to be solved in rural
areas, Green said. It all helps to explain why one pantry
alone, Upper Des Moines Opportunity, provides food to

about 3,200 people in Storm Lake and nearby communi-
ties. “The shelves are as empty as I’ve ever seen it,” pantry
worker Melissa Keller said.

Finding a job isn’t the problem in Storm Lake, which is
hours from Des Moines and Minneapolis. It’s finding one
that pays enough to cover the bills. Shirley Ann Peter is
among those who struggle to make ends meet. She grew

up in Micronesia, moved to Storm Lake with her father -
who was drawn by the dependable meatpacking jobs -
and began working at a plant while in high school. Peter’s
boyfriend provides for their four children, aged 6 months
to 8 years, but after paying the $600 in monthly rent and
other expenses, they must seek food from a charity pantry
every week. — AP

A Belarusian harvests cranberries in the village of Selishche, some 290 km south of Minsk, yesterday. — AFP 

Small Iowa town window into hunger problem in rural US


