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SHANGHAI: Chinese number one Wu
Di urged China’s tennis authorities to
send players abroad to gain experience
after he went tumbling out of the
Shanghai Masters yesterday.  The wild-
card’s comprehensive 6-2, 6-2 defeat to
Gilles Simon in round two ended local
interest in the tournament as China’s
long wait for success in the men’s game
goes on.

Li Na won two women’s Grand Slam
titles, prompting rapid growth in the
sport in China, before retiring in 2014.
But China’s men are yet to make an
impact. Wu, China’s highest ranked
male at 182, said the country needed
to look to the United States or Europe
rather than trying to develop players at
home.  “There are many promising
young players. They are in China,” said

Wu, fielding familiar questions after his
latest flop on home soil.  “I think they
need to work out and need to practise
or play some matches in the United
States and Europe which will be more
helpful for them.  “There are just that
many players here in China. It’s a small
pool. So what you can do, you can only
practise within this small circle.” Li’s run-
away success came after she made the

tough and controversial decision to
split from China’s state sporting system
and go it alone with her own coaching
set-up. Wu and China’s number two,
197th-ranked Zhang Ze, are the coun-
try’s standard-bearers but Wu said they
needed regular practice against
tougher opposition.

“Me and Zhang Ze, we are still very
young, 25 and 26. We are still actually

relatively young players,” he said. 
“We may have appeared a couple of

times, people think we are veterans,
but really we are young. We need to get
national team support and go abroad.”

Wu has long carried China’s hopes
despite a dismal record on the senior
ATP circuit, where he won his first main-
draw match in seven years of trying at
last month’s Chengdu Open. — AFP

Wu urges foreign adventure for China’s flops

SAN FRANCISCO: The Chicago Cubs moved a
step closer to ending their century-old World
Series drought by taking a dramatic 6-5 come-
from-behind victory at San Francisco on
Tuesday, sealing a 3-1 win in their National
League Division Series.

The identity of the Cubs’ opponent in the NL
Championship Series will be decided Thursday
when Washington hosts the Los Angeles
Dodgers in the winner-takes-all Game 5 of that
series. The Dodgers forced the decider by beat-
ing the Nationals by that same 6-5 scoreline on
Tuesday.

Chicago trailed 5-2 entering the ninth inning,
but scored four runs in that final frame to stun
the Giants, whose symmetrical run of World
Series titles in 2010, 2012 and 2014 will not be
repeated in 2016.

Giants starter Matt Moore held the Cubs to
just two hits over the first eight innings but the
San Francisco bullpen unraveled quickly in the
ninth Kris Bryant singled off Derek Law, who was
replaced on the mound by Javier Lopez who
walked Anthony Rizzo to put runners on first
and second. Another pitching change saw
Sergio Romo come in, but he gave up a doubled
to Ben Zobrist which drove it Bryant to make it
5-3. Yet another pitching change saw Will Smith
pitch to pinch-hitter Willson Contreras, who
drove a hit up the middle to bring in two runs
and tie the game. Jason Heyward then ground
into what looked like being double play, but
after Contreras was forced out at second,
Brandon Crawford’s throw to first sailed past,
allowing Heyward to advance to second. Javier
Baez then got a hit that brought home Heyward

for the go-ahead run.
In the bottom of the ninth, hard-throwing

Cubs closer Aroldis Chapman retired the Giants
in order to cap a stunning victory.

Chasing their first World Series title since
1908, the Cubs will open the NL Championship
Series at home on Saturday. They made the NLCS
last year but were swept in four games by the
New York Mets.

The defeat ended a remarkable run by the
Giants in playoff games that would have meant
elimination if they lost; they had won their previ-
ous ten. Los Angeles’ Chase Utley drove in the
tiebreaking run with two outs in the eighth
inning to lift the Dodgers to a 6-5 victory over
Washington on Tuesday, squaring their National
League Division Series at 2-2 and forcing a deci-
sive Game 5.

The score was tied with two outs in the
eighth when Andrew Toles got hit by a pitch
from Blake Treinen. Andre Ethier followed with a
single to left and Utley got a hit into right field,
scoring Toles from second base for the winning
run. Desperate to avoid another early playoff
exit, the Dodgers turned to pitching ace Clayton
Kershaw on three days’ rest.

Like his performance in Game 1, he was
below his best but still ended on the winning
side. He gave up five runs in 6-2/3 inning, strik-
ing out 11. Kershaw opened the game by giving
up a leadoff single and a walk, and Daniel
Murphy drove in the game’s first run.

The Dodgers took a 2-1 lead in the bottom of
the first inning on Adrian Gonzalez’s two-run
homer that scored Justin Turner, who was on
base after being hit by a pitch from Joe Ross.

The Nationals drew level in the top of the
third as Jayson Werth drove in a run. Los Angeles
again replied immediately in the bottom of the
inning. Kershaw got the rally going with a dou-
ble, clenching his fists in a rare show of emotion.

Kershaw scored on Turner’s single with two
outs. Joc Pederson got hit by a pitch from Ross
with the bases loaded, forcing in Turner and
making it 4-2 to the hosts.

Ross made his postseason debut for the
Nationals, giving up four runs and being pulled
after just 2-2/3 innings.

Trailing 5-2 in the seventh, the Nats had run-
ners on first and second against Kershaw with
two outs. The crowd chanted Kershaw’s name
before Bryce Harper drew an eight-pitch walk to
load the bases and end the day for Kershaw,
who walked off with his head down.

That’s when the Dodgers bullpen nearly gave
the game away.

Pedro Baez came in and hit Jayson Werth
with his only pitch, forcing in a run to make it 5-
3.  Baez got booed off the field. Murphy’s single
off Luis Avilan dropped safely in left-center field,
scoring two runs to tie it at 5-5. Avilan also heard
boos. Joe Blanton retired Anthony Rendon on a
swinging strikeout to finally end the inning.

Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen worked a
scoreless ninth for a save, one day after giving
up four late runs in a Game 3 loss. Game 5 is
Thursday in Washington, with 20-game winner
Max Scherzer expected to pitch for  the
Nationals. Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said
he will use left-hander Rich Hill and rookie
Julio Urias, but did not announce which one
will start. — AP

Cubs comeback sinks Giants

as Dodgers level series

LOS ANGELES: In this multiple exposure, Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Clayton Kershaw throws to a Washington Nationals batter during
the fifth inning in Game 4 of a baseball National League Division Series in Los Angeles, Tuesday. —AP

SHANGHAI: Roger Federer won’t find it
easy to get back to the top of tennis as he
battles to recover from his biggest injury
yet, fellow Swiss Stan Wawrinka warned
yesterday.

Federer, 35, has been out since July for
knee rehabilitation after undergoing the
first operation of his career on a torn
meniscus in February.

The record, 17-time Grand Slam title-
winner suffered a freak injury while he was
helping bathe his twin daughters after
being knocked out of January’s Australian
Open. “I think he’s practising. I don’t know if
he’s gonna be back in the top four. We will
see,” said Wawrinka, after beating Kyle
Edmund 6-3, 6-4 in the Shanghai Masters’
second round.

“It’s the first time he has a big injury. It’s
not easy to come back after that. But if he’s
fit and 100 percent, for sure he will be really
dangerous.” Federer will play the Hopman
Cup mixed-teams event in January along-
side Wawrinka, his sometime doubles part-
ner, and Belinda Bencic as he makes his
return. The top four is missing both Federer
(ranked seventh) and Rafael Nadal (fifth) for
the first time since 2003 as signs grow that
a new era is evolving.

US Open winner Wawrinka is third in the
world behind Novak Djokovic and Andy

Murray, but some young new challengers
are climbing the rankings.

Wawrinka, who has shaken off the back
injury which kept him out of last week’s
China Open, saw off Britain’s Edmund, 21,
in just over an hour in Shanghai.

He said he had no problems with his
motivation, unlike top-ranked Djokovic
who has admitted to burn-out after some
adverse results and injuries in recent
months.

“The motivation is easy, for sure. I’m real-
ly happy with what happened in the US
Open,” Wawrinka said.  “But there are still a
lot of challenges this year with here, with
Basel, Paris, London. 

“I’m excited to keep playing, especially
trying to keep the confidence that I have
and trying to push myself the maximum to
keep doing some great results.”

While Wawrinka motored into the third
round, Czech seventh seed Tomas Berdych
became the first big casualty when he lost
7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/1) to Marcel Granollers.

David Goffin beat Benoit Paire 6-1, 7-6
(7/0) and Gilles Simon ended Chinese
hopes when he beat wildcard Wu Di 6-2, 6-
2. Nadal is in action later against Viktor
Troicki,  before Murray takes on Steve
Johnson in the late match on the Shanghai
centre court.— AFP

Top-four comeback tough 

for Federer, warns Stan

SHANGHAI: Andy Murray rose above a day
of chaos at the Shanghai Masters yesterday
as Rafael Nadal fell at the first hurdle and
Nick Kyrgios melted down in spectacular
fashion.  Murray, seeking to wrest the world
number one ranking from Novak Djokovic
by the year’s end, moved fluently past
America’s Steve Johnson 6-3, 6-2 to reach
the third round.

It was a very different story for Nadal,
who departed grim-faced and with his
ardent fans in tears after a shock 6-3, 7-6
(7/3) defeat to Viktor Troicki.  Chinese fans
brandished pictures of Nadal-including one
of him in his underwear-but they looked on
in dismay as the 14-time Grand Slam cham-
pion was well beaten.

Afterwards Nadal, now 30 and with a
catalogue of injuries to his name, vowed to
return to top form by next season, mainly
by putting the zip back in his forehand and
movement.

“I know what I have to do and I’m going
to do it,” scowled the Spaniard, who has
had little to smile about at the big tourna-
ments this year.  “I’ve got two-and-a-half
months until next season starts so I have
got two-and-a-half months to put myself at
the level I want to be.  “And I’m confident
I’m going to do it.”

Earlier Australia’s Kyrgios lashed out at
fans and insisted “I don’t owe them any-
thing” after he was booed off court in one
of the biggest flare-ups of his volatile
career. The hot-headed world number 14
clashed with the chair umpire and a heckler
and admitted not trying after he lost 6-3, 6-
1 to German qualifier Mischa Zverev, the
world number 110.

Kyrgios was slapped with a code viola-
tion for an audible obscenity, and was

warned to play properly after he patted a
child-like serve into his opponent’s court.

‘BIG DEAL’ 
He later admitted “taking the easy way

out” after he gave up on several points dur-
ing the match, including one Zverev serve
which he walked away from before it had
landed. But when asked whether he could
understand why fans were upset, he shot
back: “Not at all. “I feel like if they knew
what they were talking about they’d be on
the tennis court and being successful, as
well. “No, I can’t really understand it at all.
They don’t know what I’m going through.”
Kyrgios added: “I’m good at hitting a tennis
ball at the net. Like, big deal. I don’t owe
them anything. It’s my choice,” he said.  “If
you don’t like it, I didn’t ask you to come
watch. Just leave. If you’re so good at giv-
ing advice and so good at tennis, why
aren’t you as good as me? Why aren’t you
on the tour?”

Kyrgios is known for his poor behaviour
on court. Last year he received a suspend-
ed one-month ban for making a lewd and
personal comment during a match with
Stan Wawrinka.

Wawrinka, by contrast, moved through
with minimal fuss as the US Open champi-
on mastered Britain’s Kyle Edmund 6-3, 6-3
to reach the third round.  Canada’s Milos
Raonic beat Paolo Lorenzi 6-2, 6-4, but
Czech seventh seed Tomas Berdych tum-
bled 7-6 (7/4),  7-6 (7/1) to Marcel
Granollers.

Canadian qualifier Vasek Pospisil upset
Grigor Dimitrov 7-5, 7-6 (7/2), David Goffin
beat Benoit Paire 6-1, 7-6 (7/0) and Gilles
Simon ousted Chinese wildcard Wu Di 6-2,
6-2. —AFP

Tears and jeers as 

Nadal, Kyrgios crash

SHANGHAI: Andy Murray of Britain hits a return against Steve Johnson of the US dur-
ing the men’s singles match against Viktor Troicki of Serbia at the Shanghai Masters
tennis tournament in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP 

PRAGUE: World number five Karolina
Pliskova will lead reigning champions the
Czech Republic in the Fed Cup final
against France in Strasbourg on
November 12-13, team captain Petr Pala
said yesterday.

Pala has also called up 11th-ranked
Petra Kvitova, 20th-ranked Barbora
Strycova and Lucie Hradecka, ranked
193rd for singles and 14th for doubles.

“It’s a pleasure to travel to the finals in
France with a team like this,” Pala told
reporters. “We have a really strong team
and I think we’re going there as
favourites.” The 24-year-old Pliskova
reached the US Open finals this year and
made her way to the W TA Finals in
Singapore at the end of October. The 26-
year-old Kvitova, the Wimbledon champi-
on in 2011 and 2014, has sacked two
coaches this year as she has been strug-
gling to return to the top 10. The Czechs
have won four Fed Cup trophies out of
the last five editions.

France last lifted the trophy in 2003
with a team led by Amelie Mauresmo-the
current team captain-and Mary Pierce. In
their last encounter, the Czechs won 3-1
at Ostrava in the 2015 semi-finals. The
two teams are 3-3 head-to-head in the
competition.  Led by Pliskova and
Strycova, the Czechs beat Switzerland 3-
2 at Luzern in the April semi-finals, while
France saw off the Netherlands 3-2 at
Trelaze, betting on Caroline Garcia and
Kristina Mladenovic. —AFP

Pliskova to spearhead Czechs in Fed Cup final

LINZ: Spain’s Garbine Muguruza returns a ball during the match against Turkey’s Cagla Buyukakcay
at the WTA Generali Ladies Tournament, yesterday in Linz. —AFP


