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If you’re a fan of singer-songwriter Jacob Whitesides and
wondering when he next tours, who’s joining him on the
road, how much tickets will cost and even the price of T-

shirts, turn to one guy - Jacob Whitesides. The Tennessee-bred
rising star who started out posting simple covers on YouTube
has refused to sign a traditional record deal and has created
his own label, which he heads. He might be only 18 but the
buck stops with him. “I want to be able to have a say in that
stuff,” he says. “It’s stressful and it’s very exhausting being a
part of all of that. My email is constantly full and I’m constant-
ly being called, like, ‘We need your decision on this.’ I get so
mad whenever they approve something without asking me.”

That fiercely independent spirit has led Whitesides to build a
grassroots social media following, put out two EPs and now a
debut album, “Why?” that landed atop the iTunes singer-song-
writing chart and earned him a spot on the “Today” show. The
13 songs showcase Whitesides’ skill at heartfelt, romantic and
lyrical songs, in the vein of Ed Sheeran and John Mayer. He
wrote the album following his second European tour and in the
midst of heartache during a breakup with musician Bea Miller.

“It was a very stressful time and a lot of the stress leaked
over into my relationship, which was very difficult for me to
handle,” he said. “I wasn’t making music for anyone but myself.
I was making music that I thoroughly enjoyed.” The songs
range from the infectious “Focus” and flirty “Levitate” to the
R&B-tinged and first single “Lovesick.” But Whitesides isn’t

interested in a monster breakthrough single. “I feel like a hit
will come whenever it does but I don’t want to sit in a studio
trying to figure out the magic formula and mixing spices and
trying to come up with the perfect song.” Whitesides’ co-writer
David Spencer has cheered as the young artist charts his own
course. “He’s always wanted to be a singer-songwriter, not a
pop star, so the music has always been important and that’s
really led all of his decisions,” said Spencer.

First guitar
Whitesides’ musician-dad took him - forced is more like it -

to a bluegrass festival in east Tennessee when he was 13 that
changed his life. One of the bands was The Steeldrivers, led by
Chris Stapleton, which left him in tears. He begged to get his
first guitar and his dad taught him some chords. Soon,
Whitesides was joining his father onstage in bars and clubs.
That gave him the confidence to sit in his room, turn on a
camera and make music to post online. His first videos would
get 400 views and maybe 12 comments and Whitesides would
contact those 12 people. “I still do that to this day. Although
the views have gone up and the comments have gone up, I
never drop a project and disappear,” he said.

Whitesides’ first EP, “A Piece of Me,” landed in the Top 10 on
the iTunes Top Albums chart and he was soon on the move.
He did two sold-out tours without any promotion, including
having 400 fans waiting for him when he landed at the

Copenhagen airport. He now has 400,000 YouTube sub-
scribers, 2.1 million Twitter followers and 1.6 million Facebook
likes. The music industry took notice but Whitesides was in no
hurry. He had been invited multiple times to audition for “The
X Factor” but thought he wasn’t ready. When he finally caved,
he got through an early round and took his first plane ride to
the next round. He didn’t go further but learned a lot. He also
learned what he didn’t want his career to look like.

“I noticed nine times out of 10 that the artist who made it
far in the show and gained a following would kind of be
forced into a major deal. Without any original music, they
were signed to a record deal. I was like, ‘That’s odd. That’s real-
ly weird to me.’” Even his ex-girlfriend, whom he met at “X
Factor” and signed a major record deal after going further
than Whiteside, was miserable. So he created his own label -
Double U Records, partnering with BMG. “The control game
has just been changed. The artist has a lot more control than
the label, which is special. I feel like the fans crave that. I feel
like they can tell when it’s not genuine,” he said. — AP

Jacob Whitesides blazes his own music path

Photo shows Jacob
Whitesides poses for a

portrait to promote his
new album, ‘Why?’, in

New York. — AP

For the second year in a row, Christian singer Lauren
Daigle won three awards at the Gospel Music
Association’s Dove Awards on Tuesday night, including

artist of the year. “Honestly, just looking back at last year and
being completely new to the Dove Awards, it was my very first
time, to this year, it was such an embrace by the industry,”
Daigle said backstage after the show. Two worship groups,
Hillsong UNITED out of Australia and Bethel Music from
California, took home two awards apiece during the 47th
annual award show held at Lipscomb University in Nashville,
Tennessee.

Daigle went from the winning the new artist award last
year to the top award this year, a seemingly overnight success
for the popular singer and songwriter. Her 2015 debut album
“How Can It Be” earned her a Grammy nomination as well and
won a Billboard Music Award. Daigle also won songwriter of
the year, non-artist, and pop/contemporary recorded song of
the year. “Just cause I was so new, I didn’t know what I was
doing and I still feel really new to all of this,” Daigle said.

Hillsong UNITED won worship album of the year and
recorded music packaging of the year, while Bethel Music
won worship song of the year and instrumental album of the
year. “I feel like this should be the people’s award - the church
- cause if anything worship represents our collective song, it
should bring us together, and more than ever, a world that is
divided needs a church that is united... that’s the prayer,” said

Joel Houston of Hillsong UNITED in a statement.
Songwriter Pat Barrett and Tony Brown won song of the

year for “Good, Good Father,” and for King & Country won for
contemporary Christian artist of the year. TobyMac won the
pop/contemporary album of the year for his album, “This Is

Not A Test,” and then reunited for the first time in about 15
years with his bandmates in DC Talk, Michael Tait and Kevin
Max. The trio combining Christian rock and rap are one of the
most popular Christian acts of all time. The three performed a
rousing rendition of “Love Feels Like” and got a standing ova-
tion from the crowd.

Genre veteran Chris Tomlin was honored for having his
songs played more than one billion times on digital radio
services, according to the digital song royalty organization
SoundExchange. The only other artists to receive the recogni-
tion from SoundExchange have been Garth Brooks, Justin
Timberlake and Pitbull. “I am most proud of what this recogni-
tion says about the genre of Christian music,” Tomlin said. “It
signals that the church is alive and well and strong.”

Jordan Feliz was named new artist of the year and Grammy
winner Kirk Franklin was named gospel artist of the year.
During his acceptance speech, Franklin led the crowd in a
prayer for racial healing in the country. “When black boys are
killed, we need to say something,” Franklin said. The award
show was hosted by Tye Tribbett and brothers Joel and Luke
Smallbone from the duo for King & Country. Performers
included Natalie Grant, Hillsong UNITED, The Isaacs, Jonathan
McReynolds, Bethel Music and Anthony Brown. — AP

Melissa Helser of Hillsong United accepts the award for Worship Song of the Year. Karen Peck accepts the award for Southern Gospel Artist of the Year. — AP photos

Lauren Daigle accepts the Artist of the Year Award at 47th
Annual GMA Dove Awards at Lipscomb University.

Singer Lauren Daigle repeats with 3 wins at Dove Awards

Tanya Tucker in hospital 
for respiratory infection
Country singer Tanya Tucker is in a Nashville hos-

pital recovering from a respiratory infection that
has forced her to postpone six upcoming con-

certs. The 58-year-old entertainer became ill before a
concert date in South Dakota and was treated by local
doctors before heading back to Nashville. Upcoming
concerts scheduled for South Dakota, Idaho, Oregon,
Washington state and Saskatchewan in Canada were
scrubbed.

In a written statement, Tucker apologized to fans
who bought tickets. She added, “I just feel terrible, but
I’ll get even worse if I don’t take care of myself. I love
you all.” Tucker is known for such hits as “Delta Dawn,”
“Soon” and “Strong Enough to Bend.” — AP

File photo shows Tanya Tucker poses for a photo at
the 10th Annual ACM Honors at Ryman Auditorium,
in Nashville, Tenn. — AP

Drake nabs 12 Soul Train

Awards nominations;

Beyonce gets 8

Drake has nabbed 12 nominations for the 2016 Soul
Train Awards. Nominations for the rapper-singer, who
canceled three shows this week due to an ankle injury,

include video, album/mixtape and song of the year. Beyonce
follows Drake with eight nominations, while Rihanna, Kanye
West, Adele, Chance the Rapper, Bryson Tiller and
Anderson.Paak will compete for multiple awards.

Erykah Badu will return as host of the show, which is set to
tape Nov 6 at the Orleans Arena in Las Vegas. And Teddy Riley
and Brandy will receive special honors. The 2016 Soul Train
Awards will be preceded with performances from Jill Scott,
Monica and others at Mandalay Bay from Nov 3-6. The show
will air on BET and Centric Nov 27. — AP

File photo shows Drake performs on stage in Toronto,
Canada. — AP

It should be a match made in comedy
heaven - director and writer Christopher
Guest, whose fake documentary films

explore the sad desperation in American sub-
cultures, turns his attention to the wacky
world of sports mascots. But this time, heaven
is missed by quite a lot. “Mascots” relies on
the same formula that gave us deadpan looks
at life behind the scenes at folk music bands,
community theater productions and dog
shows but lacks the spark of Guest’s previous
films. “Mascots” never really gels, with only a
few notable skits and characters.

In the film, the lovable weirdos under the
microscope are a motley group of sad, delu-
sional losers who arrive at the World Mascot
Association Awards in hopes of winning the
top prize, the Gold Fluffy. There’s a bickering
couple (Zach Woods and Sarah Baker); a
nerdish sweetheart of a guy who always sees
the glass as half-full (Christopher Moynihan);
an Englishman (Tom Bennett) who is carrying
on a family tradition; a devoted modern
dancer (Parker Posey) who performs as an
armadillo; and the bad-boy of mascoting
(Chris O’Dowd).

The first half of the film (written by Guest
and Jim Piddock) introduces the characters

with interviews that reveal their sad yearn-
ings and petty resentments. (“Mascots don’t
die; they just hang in a closet,” says one.) The
second half follows their awards-show per-
formances, like an episode of “Glee.” It’s hard

to pin down exactly what has gone flat here.
Many of Guests’ usual squad of actors like
Posey, Jane Lynch, Bob Balaban, Fred Willard,
John Michael Higgins and Ed Begley Jr. are
here, but they seem deflated. There’s no pep.

Missing are Guest regulars like Michael
McKean, Eugene Levy and Catherine O’Hara,
and one wonders if  they might have
enlivened “Mascots.” Even Guest himself, who
makes an appearance as Corky St Clair, the
deluded director from “Waiting for Guffman,”
is strangely uninteresting. In previous films,
Guest’s actors somehow stammered their
way into grace, but here the script is a little
too heavy with bodily functions - vomiting,
yeast infections, even toilet waste. The film-
maker at one point stoops low to get a laugh
at the expense of blind kids, and a potential
comedy goldmine by having the mascots mix
with Furries is abandoned.

There are some bright spots, notably the
excellent Irish actor O’Dowd as the brutish
mascot The Fist and Susan Yeagley playing
the half-sister of Posey’s character beautifully,
almost as if she was in another movie. Lynch,
as a brittle judge, is perfect, as always. But
Guest is not at his best here. The film tries to
get us amped up, but there’s a deep hollow-
ness under the funny suit. “Mascots,” a Netflix
Original Film, is unrated. Running time: 94
minutes. One star out of four. — AP

Daniel Craig apparently isn’t ready to retire as James
Bond. The actor told the crowd at the New Yorker
Festival that playing 007 is “the best job in the

world.” He said if he were to stop playing the role that he
“would miss it terribly.” Craig played coy about returning to
the long-running spy franchise while promoting his last
Bond installment, “Spectre.” The British actor told Time Out
magazine last year that he would only make another Bond
movie “for the money.”

However, when he was later asked by Britain’s Press
Association about reprising the role, Craig joked: “Do I have
a choice?” Craig blamed his previous will-he-or-won’t-he
comments at the New Yorker Festival on being away from
his family and the physical strains of the role. — AP

Christopher Guest’s ‘Mascots’ fails to really cheer
Review

Daniel Craig would miss James Bond role ‘terribly’

In this file photo, Daniel Craig partici-
pates in AOL’s BUILD Speakers Series to
discuss the James Bond film ‘Spectre’, at

AOL Studios in New York. — AP

This image released by Netflix shows a scene from ‘Mascots.’—AP


