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KUWAIT: (From left) Parliamentarians Ahmed Al-Azemi, Abdullah Al-Turaiji and Ali
Al-Khamees walk through the parliament building on their way to file the grilling
request against Finance Minister Anas Al Saleh. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat



T
he rejection by a domestic labor office in the UAE of a
request by an Indonesian housemaid led to a devastating
act of revenge against a small Emirati child. The maid came

to the UAE for work, but after a while, she decided she wanted
to go home. Her wish was not received well by the labor agency,
which forced her to move from one house to another. So the
maid decided that violence will make her voice be heard. 

It was a wrong decision indeed, because it led her to jail.
Oppression and anger can lead to sad endings and behaviors.
The maid’s case is now before a court, but I feel very sorry for the
abused child. The little Emirati boy will have to undergo a long
period of treatment after the evil maid poured boiling water
over his entire body, despite the fact that her request to go
home was denied not by the family of the child, but by the
agency.

The father of the child said that the maid admitted to her
crime against the child. When he asked her about the reason for
not telling him the truth when she was brought to him by the
agency, she said she feared he would take her back to the
agency and not send her home as she wanted. Sadly, her sick
mind led her to commit a crime to escape her misery. But pour-
ing hot water on a child will keep her away from home for many
years, because she will not be absolved of her crime. I think she
is mentally ill.

The boy’s father said the maid did not even complete a full
working day in his house, as the agency brought her to his
home on Thursday afternoon and she committed her crime on
Friday afternoon. He added that he later came to know that the
maid had worked with four other families!

This crime cannot be an act of revenge against the family,
but revenge against domestic labor offices, because they do not
take into account the human factor and desire of workers to
return to their homelands if they cannot work according to the
contract signed. They are not pieces of furniture, but humans
with rights and needs who can feel homesick. I know and
understand that money had been spent on bringing in the
maid, but moving the worker from one house to another
regardless of her desire is wrong, and as usual, revenge occurs

against innocent children.
The situation in Kuwait is no different than any other country

in the Gulf. Such crimes are no longer strange or rare. People
feel sorry for a while, but then they forget the matter and the
series of abuses of children by maids continue. The boy’s father
demanded punishing the labor agency because it gave him a
maid who did not want to work. I sympathize with the boy’s
family, and I am pleased that the father also called for punishing
such offices, because they’re lying to families, and small kids pay
the price.

This maid will be in jail for many years, and the domestic
agency may get in trouble, but the real victim is this unfortunate
family, which will have to deal with their son for many years
until recovery, and every day they will look at him and recall that
painful memory. 

Bringing up children is the sole responsibility of parents. The
maid can help with housework, but to leave little babies in her
complete control is wrong. It is common to see young women
occupied with their looks and makeup, leaving their babies in the
arms and care of maids. I see this in the malls in Kuwait and it sad-
dens me, because some young women ignore the fact that babies
are not for pictures but for love, and only parents, especially the
mother, can offer this emotion. 
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Maid’s revenge

KUWAIT: Photo shows two old cameras

and a cartridge tape. These devices helped

in culture change in Kuwait and Middle

East region. —  KUNA 
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By Faten Omar 

Breakfast is the most important meal
of the day, which keeps us healthy
and sharp. But foods eaten for

breakfast vary wildly from place to place.
Kuwait Times spoke with several peo-

ple of diverse nationalities to learn
more about the traditional breakfast

here and from other places. 
Kuwait has a variety of tradi-

tional breakfast items. Balaleet, a
sweet vermicelli pasta served
with a fried egg is a very popu-
lar dish. In older times, bajila
(jumbo beans) and nekhi (chick
peas) were local favorites. They
were typically eaten with fresh
Iranian bread. A modern
Kuwaiti breakfast may include
unsalted white cheese, water-
melon jam, Iranian bread,
chives and tea with milk.

In other cultures, eggs and
beans are common as well as

rice. Ayat Nour Al-Dine told
Kuwait Times that in Lebanon, the

most famous breakfast dish is soda
(liver) and raw meat. The Lebanese

breakfast has a lot of variety, such as
mankousheh, kishik, etc. 

For Rana Mzanra, a traditional Syrian
breakfast will always include foul, hummus,

fattah and cheese in olive oil. But if she is
going to have breakfast in the Halabi (Aleppo)

way, mamounia will be the main dish. “It is a wonderful
Syrian dessert that comes from the city of Aleppo.
Mamounia is a smooth and velvety semolina pudding that
is usually topped with cinnamon and nuts and is served
with shaabyat (warbat) or cheese and pita bread,” she said.

The Egyptian breakfast is a popular one in the Middle
East, with foul medames made from fava beans, chickpeas,
garlic and lemon, topped with olive oil, cayenne and tahini
sauce and served with falafel. Sherehan Yousef told Kuwait
Times that this is not the only Egyptian breakfast item.
Egyptians also crave pastrami (cured dried spiced beef)
with scrambled eggs. If you love something sweet, you can
have black honey with tahini.

Aniket Nimje said breakfast items in India vary by
region, but you’ll often find paratha (Indian bread) with
chutneys and dips. “There is a simple breakfast or snack
item, which is often served with banana, called puttu. This
is one of the main breakfast items in Kerala, and it is also
served with kadala (chickpea) or chicken curries,” he said.

In the Philippines, people love having sinangag (fried
rice) for breakfast. “For keeping your energy levels up, rice
is the top choice, served with sausages, known as longgan-
isa. We fry the rice with salt and garlic. The sinangag is then
combined with egg, meat and beans,” John de la Cruz told
Kuwait Times. He added that sometimes the simplest

Breakfasts in Kuwait 
from around the globe

Egypt - foul medames India - Breakfast favorite puttu

Kuwait - typical Kuwaiti breakfast. 
—  Photo by Athoob Al Shuaibi

American - eggs, bacon and pancakes or toas
t
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breakfast can be pandesal (bread) with
butter or cheese.

For Iraqis, it is all about fat. Zainab Al-
Abaiji said Iraqis love to add extra oil and
samen (fat) to their food to make it tasty.
“We have a traditional bean dish of
Maltese origins called bigilla bil dehen. It
is popular both as a breakfast dish and
snack. The main ingredient of bigilla is a
special type of broad bean called “ful ta
girba”. The beans are soaked overnight
and mixed with olive oil and other ingre-
dients to form a paste or dip,” she
explained. Abaiji added that bigilla is
usually served with bread. Iraqis have
two kinds of bread for breakfast - flat-
bread known as “khubz arouk” and an
oval-shaped loaf of bread called “samoon
hajari”.

Ghalia Amer explained that in Saudi
Arabia, a sandwich called “samoonet
saba” has all kinds of breakfast items -
cheese, falafel, tomato, potato, etc. “We
also have Saudi bread called khubz
tameez, which is served with lentils and
smooth mashed beans,” she added. 

Americans are known for their bacon
(only beef bacon in Kuwait, of course),
pancakes and eggs. But this is slowly
changing and muesli, granola and oat-
meal are making a resurgence to chal-
lenge more unhealthy foods. 

In the UK, a full English breakfast will
likely include a fried egg, sausage, pud-

ding, mushrooms, baked beans, potatoes
and tomato. 

Thankfully in Kuwait nowadays almost
all of these breakfasts can be found in a
budding community of breakfast-only or
breakfast focused restaurants and cafes
catering to the early morning crowd.

Syria- Mamounia served with Shabiya

Philippines - Fried Rice

Saudi Arabia - Khubz Tamiees  with lentils and mashed beans

Kuwait - balaleet

UK - Fried egg, sausages, pudding, baked beans and tomato
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Story and Photos by Athoob Al-Shuaibi

Husseiniyas around Kuwait opened in
Muharram this Hijri year amid tight
security by the interior ministry due to

political instability in the Gulf region. Despite
concerns, Shiites commemorated the martyr-
dom of Imam Hussein, the grandson of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and his family
and companions. The grief is not only
expressed profoundly in speeches and gath-
erings, but artistically too in theatres, painting
workshops and characterizations. This year,
the Ashur Husseiniya in Bneid Al-Gar organ-
ized a Madam Tussaud’s-like tableau show-
casing scenes of this historical event.

It all started three years ago, when a
young Kuwaiti named Hamad Kamal, who’s
passionate about modeling and casting,
came up with the idea of organizing an annu-
al exhibition to portray a realistic replica of
the Battle of Karbala. Hamad worked with a
group of friends who share the same interest.
Bader Al-Qallaf is one of them. 

“We brought our materials from
Hollywood and started preparations six
months ago. We learned through trial and
error. Initially we used PT Flex casting rubber,
then moved to an advanced technique using
silicone and other materials like permanent
blood and special wigs that weren’t locally
available,” Qallaf told Kuwait Times. “The first
exhibition had only four sections, but this
year it contains nine scenes of the saga of
Ashura.”

Muslims of various sects disagree on the
issue of realistic embodiment of historical reli-
gious figures. Usually, in TV soap operas and
historical movies, the faces of these personali-
ties are deliberately hidden. Therefore, this
exhibition was a source of dispute. Viewing
this from a cultural standpoint, it’s not sur-

prising. Culture is considered, somehow, as
an expression of religious ideas in societies,
so convergence of public reactions is hard to
reach.”We received strong criticism from our
dearest friends and relatives that pained us.
But we also got substantial positive feedback
from visitors, who welcomed the idea from
the onset,” Qallaf said.

The exhibition begins with a dark passage-
way, and is divided into nine sections. The
colors mainly used are red, symbolizing
blood, black for mourning, and green to sig-
nify martyrdom. The latter color and black are
the traditional colors of Ashura. Sounds of
lamentations play in the background to
underpin the visual message. 

The imagery of Ashura has been theatrical-
ly portrayed in husseiniyas since decades. But
it boomed after the liberation of Kuwait from
Iraqi occupation in 1991. The life-like cre-
ations took off from the homes of Shiites
modestly, then evolved into exhibitions.
Since the past two years in Kuwait, ceramics
and art workshops have also been held dur-
ing Muharram. “Husseiniya art has no leader
and is not owned by one particular person.
It’s a visual representation of our feelings and
it’s available to all,” Qallaf said.

A glimpse of
husseiniya art 
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CommemoratingAshura

Kuwaiti Shiite Muslims attend lectures and pray during the commemorations marking Ashura, the tenth day of the Islamic month of Muharram. Ashura mourns the
death of Imam Hussein, the grandson of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), who was killed by armies of the Yazid near Karbala in 680 AD. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat



By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: An Arab expat was recently killed when he lost con-
trol over his vehicle and drove into a light post along the
Abadali farms highway. Security sources said that firemen had
to cut the vehicle’s Dupree to retrieve the man’s body. 

Blogger arrested
A famous blogger was recently arrested for being drunk,

dressed in army uniform, assaulting worshippers inside a

mosque in Mangaf and recording videos. 

‘Prostitutes’ arrested
Immigration detectives recently stormed two fake labor

offices where they arrested 17 Asians female. The women were
alleged hiring out as prostitutes to earn extra cash on their
weekly day off from their sponsors’ houses. In another incident,
an Asian was recently arrested in Farwaniya with the posses-
sion of home-made liquor, said security sources. 

Woman penalized 
MoI’s Relations and Security Media announced that stan-

dard legal measures have been taken against a female citizen
who insulted a traffic policeman after she was issued a ticket as
shown on social media. Denying the suspect’s allegations on
social media, the department stressed that the woman’s dri-
ver’s license was withdrawn pending further legal measures. 

Asians arrested for stealing
Two Asians working in a public hospital were recently

arrested for stealing and selling narcotic drugs and other med-
ications. Security sources said that the suspects used to stuff
their pockets with medicines and store them in their residence
before selling them to a third suspect. The sources added that
the suspects also had KD 1100 in cash which they had collected
from selling the drugs. Also, 8,064 pills were found in his pos-

session. Security sources estimated the market value of the
stolen drugs to over KD 10,000. 
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Maids leave but
aren’t blacklisted

KUWAIT: Around 900 domestic helpers have left Kuwait since
January through a travel program organized by their
embassies. The maids, most of whom absconded from their
employers were not blacklisted from returning to the country
and did not have their fingerprints taken as part of the normal
deportation procedures. The program is run in concert with the
Interior Minister as part of the partial amnesty, sources noted. 

RIYADH: A Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) health ministerial committee, in its
third meeting yesterday issued an execu-
tive decision to ensure healthcare equali-
ty amongst GCC citizens. In a statement
to the press after the meeting, Kuwait’s
Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi said that
the GCC health ministers conversed
about a number of issues germane to
healthcare in GCC nations. Moreover, he
underscored the importance of such
meetings to bolster joint work that
bodes well for GCC nationals, adding
that a strategy to implement decisions
that cater to the youth was also dis-
cussed. The meeting also yielded plans
to enhance cooperation in the health-
care sector, in addition to a report that
detailed how far recent decisions made
by the ministerial council have come.

On a related note, the meeting also
featured discussions over how to deal
with health emergencies and sustained
development goals, as well as volun-
teerism in the healthcare realm. In a
speech to kick off the meeting, the GCC
General Secretariat’s Assistant Secretary
General for Economic and Development
Affairs Abdullah bin Jumaa Al-Shibli
spoke of grand GCC accomplishments in
the healthcare sector. He also revealed
that a planned higher committee of GCC
economic and development affairs will
soon be formed, tasked with laying out
strategies and plans to ensure further
economic development. 

Strategic dialogue 
Meanwhile, GCC and Turkey yester-

day held the 5th session of their bilateral
strategic dialogue, in Riyadh. The ses-
sion brings together the foreign minis-
ters from both sides, together with the
Turkish Ministry of Economy. Kuwait’s
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah is leading the coun-
try’s delegation to the meeting.

The session continues the construc-
tive meetings between the two sides, in
light of directives by the GCC leaders to

discuss means of bolstering the histori-
cal ties with Turkey, Saudi Foreign
Minister Ahmed Al-Jubeir told the gath-
ering. Al-Jubeir, current president of the
GCC Ministerial Council, stressed the
existence of the will to promote the
already well-established GCC-Turkey
relations, and to proceed for achieving
joint strategic partnership for the good
of both sides, in line with the agreed-
upon work plan.

Today’s meeting offers a good
opportunity to carry on with consulta-
tions on the challenges and escalating
developments in the region, besides
coordinating stances to counter them,
he said. These are topped with the
Palestinian cause, the Syrian crisis and
the situation in Yemen. In statements to
the meeting, Turkey’s Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu, and Minister of
Economy Nihat Zeybekci, reiterated
Ankara’s keenness on enhancing rela-
tions with the GCC, saying that coordi-
nating stances on the regional and inter-
national issues is important for both.

The meeting aims to promote bilater-
al ties in all fields for the good of both
sides, the GCC Secretary General
Abdullatif Al-Zayani said. It comes amid
hard security circumstances in Syria,
Iraq, Palestine, Yemen and Libya, Al-
Zayani said, noting that discussing the
regional issues is likely to enhance the
efforts seeking stability in the region,
countering terrorism and protecting
civilians against the scourge of war, as
well as delivering humanitarian aid.

The gathering reaffirms GCC-Turkey
relations for promoting bilateral coordi-
nation and cooperation through the
mechanism of strategic dialogue, that
took off in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, in 2008,
the secretary said. Over the past years,
cooperation has led to remarkable
progress, pushing prospects of econom-
ic and trade to higher levels. Then the
GCC and the Turkish ministers held a
closed meeting to discuss the topics on
the agenda. A press conference is
expected later today to shed light on
the discussions. — Agencies 

Drug dealers arrested

Four Asians were recently arrested in Salwa in posses-
sion of meth, heroin and a bar of hashish, said security
sources noting that detectives also found some copper
cutting gear in the suspects’ vehicle. A case was filed and
further investigations are in progress. 

Fight in Hawally

Two Asians were recently arrested for fighting in Hawally.
The two men threw stones and used bats during the fight.

Fake checkpoint busted

A citizen was recently arrested in Amghara scrap market
for impersonating as police detective and setting up a fake
checkpoint. Upon questioning by a police patrol, the sus-
pect claimed to be an Interpol detective and refused to
show any ID. 

Meth user caught

A citizen was recently arrested in Farwaniya in possession
of meth, said security sources noting that the suspect attract-
ed the attention of a police patrol when he could not control
his vehicle and drove it onto the curb. The man confessed to
having taken illicit drugs. 

Officer, woman in dispute

A traffic policeman recently filed a complaint accusing a
female citizen of insulting him while on duty, said security
sources noting that the policeman stated that he stopped
the woman for a traffic violation and on asking for her dri-
ver’s license, she scolded and threatened him. The woman
also filed a complaint accusing the policeman of ticketing
her because she had rejected his attempts to flirt. 

GCC health ministers lay the 
groundwork for parity law
Gulf, Turkey hold 5th strategic dialogue session 

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah (center)
arrives for a meeting with foreign ministers of the GCC in the Saudi capital
Riyadh yesterday. — AFP 

Accident kills one
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Police raid 3 ‘illicit’ 
by-election centers

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry forces raided three places
where illegal by-elections were being held recently,
two in Jahra and one in Farwaniya. Dozens of people
were detained and organizers were arrested. By-elec-
tions are illegal in Kuwait as per Article 45 of law num-
ber 35/1962 and its amendments pertaining parlia-
mentary elections, reported Al-Anbaa. According to
the article, “He who organizes or takes part in organiz-
ing by-elections unofficially done prior to parliamen-
tary elections in order to choose a candidate to repre-
sent a certain sect (or group) will be punished by a
maximum of five years imprisonment and/or a fine
from KD 2000-5000.” 

Kuwait Energy commence 
oil production in Faihaa-2 

KUWAIT:  Kuwait Energy plc (Kuwait Energy)
announced the commencement of production in
Faihaa-2 well in the Block 9 concession situated in
the Basra Governorate, in Southern Iraq. The well
started commercial production at 36/64 inch choke
size and has stabilized at rate of 5,600 bpd. Kuwait
Energy holds a 60% revenue interest and is the oper-
ator of the Block 9 concession, while Dragon Oil
holds 30% and the Egyptian General Petroleum
Corporation holds 10%. Kuwait Energy is an inde-
pendent oil and gas company actively engaged in
the exploration, appraisal, development and produc-
tion of hydrocarbons. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Three lawmakers yesterday filed a
request to grill Finance Minister and Acting
Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh over the govern-
ment decision to raise petrol prices. Another
lawmaker, Abdullah Maayouf, also filed a
separate request to grill the justice and
Islamic Affairs Minister over alleged financial
and administrative violations. MPs Abdullah
Al-Turaiji, Ali Al-Khamees and Ahmad Al-
Azemi said in their grilling that the govern-
ment decision to raise petrol prices was
“unjustified” and taken without any study.

Although the council of ministers has
taken the decision, the three MPs blamed
the Finance Minister for failing to check ris-
ing corruption in the country and taking suf-
ficient steps to stop the squandering of
public funds. In his request to interpolate
justice minister Yacoub Al-Sane, Maayouf
accused the minister of exploiting his posi-
tion for personal benefit and for a host of
alleged financial and administrative viola-
tions in addition to failure to cooperate with
lawmakers.

The two grillings, besides the grilling
filed on Sunday also against Sane by MP
Ahmad Al-Qhudhaibi, will certainly intensify
the political crisis in the country between
the government and the National Assembly
over a variety of issues, mainly price hikes.
There have been calls by a number of MPs
for the government to step down after they
claimed it has failed to manage the eco-
nomic file in the wake of the sharp drop in
oil prices.

Earlier this week, a number of lawmakers

anticipated that the Assembly will likely be
dissolved even before it starts the new term
next Tuesday. “The government has proven
that it is incapable of running the country”
said Turaiji after filing the grilling against the
Finance Minister. “The Kuwaiti people are
not beggars” he insisted while explaining
the reasons for filing the grilling. The grilling
is based on three main issues; mismanage-
ment and random decisions, squandering
oil resources and a lack of credibility in
cooperating with the National Assembly.

“As we have promised the Kuwaiti peo-
ple that we will file to grill the finance minis-
ter for raising petrol prices, today we are ful-
filling our pledge,” MP Khamees told
reporters. “If the National Assembly gets dis-
solved, we will resubmit the grilling in the
new house if we get elected” he said. MP
Azemi urged the government to withdraw
its decision on petrol prices. “The govern-
ment must back down on its decision of
raising petrol prices. We have cautioned the
government several times ... We will not
accept that ordinary people bear the bur-
den of the government failure” Azemi said.
Petrol prices were increased by between 40
and 80 percent by reducing government
subsidies in a bid to contribute to plugging
a budget deficit resulting from low oil price.

Kuwait posted a budget shortfall of KD
4.6 billion in the 2015/2016 fiscal year which
ended March 31 for the first time after post-
ing healthy surpluses for 16 consecutive fis-
cal years. The government is projecting a
deficit of over KD 8.7 billion in the current
fiscal year. The government said it will resort
to borrowing through bond issuance in the

domestic and international markets to meet
the budget deficit. In a bid to resolve the
standoff with MPs, the government offered
last week to provide 75 liters of free petrol
monthly to every Kuwaiti citizen with a dri-
ver’s license. It excluded expatriates from
the grant.

But a majority of MPs rejected the offer
as insufficient and demanded that the
government totally exempts Kuwaiti citi-
zens from the hike. They also warned that
if the government does not withdraw its
decisions, they will file to grill ministers.
More grillings are expected to be filed
next week. MP Faisal  Al-Kundari  has
vowed to file to grill the finance minister
over the petrol price hike. He said he will
file the grilling on the first day of the new
term next Tuesday. Three more MPs,
Jamal Al-Omar, Saleh Ashour and Hamdan
Al-Azemi are reported to be preparing to
file to grill the prime minister over the
petrol price hike.

MP Jamal Al-Omar was reported by
local newspapers as saying that the nation-
al assembly may submit a no-cooperation
motion with the government to the Amir
who will then either dissolve the assembly
or dismiss the cabinet. Veteran MP Khalaf
Dumaitheer said earlier this week that he
expects the Assembly to be dissolved with-
in days. Under the constitution, only the
Amir has the right to dissolve the assembly
before completing its term. Political con-
sultations over the weekend and early next
week will determine the future of the
national assembly already in its last term of
the four-year life.

Political crisis brews 
MPs file request to grill ministers

KUWAIT: Ministry of Health yesterday launched a national vaccination campaign against respiratory diseases including seasonal flu and pneumococcal diseases by
providing over 33 preventive health centers with thousands of the vaccine shots. 
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Nine fishing vessels seized 
after ‘crossing illegally’

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s coast guard has managed to seize
nine fishing vessels after they had crossed the country’s
marine borders illegally, Ministry of Interior (MoI) said
yesterday. The radar systems monitored the vessels
while fishing outside the borders of Kuwait, added the
Ministry’s Security Media Department in a statement. The
vessels did not carry any legal permits to allow them
entry and exit to and from the country, it noted. All fish-
ing tools and equipment were confiscated and there
would be an action against the violators, the statement
pointed out. The vessels were moved to Sabah Al-Ahmad
naval base. The ministry called on all people to abide by
relevant regulations and laws, stressing that those who
commit violations will face liability. 

2 acquitted of Daesh links MoH investigates MP’s death
By Mesh’al Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health has officially condoled
the family of the late MP Falah Al-Sawwagh and stressed
that an investigation into his death was underway. Al-
Sawwagh, a former opposition Islamist lawmaker, died
unexpectedly following a recent surgery. Earlier reports
indicated that the ex lawmaker’s condition deteriorated
after a liposuction at the Babtain hospital for burns and
plastic surgeries, and was later shifted to the intensive
care unit where he died. He was 56. Sawwagh was elected
to the National Assembly for the first time in 2009 and was
reelected in Feb 2012. But he boycotted as part of the
opposition the following two polls in protest against the
change in the voting system. Sawwagh previously worked
for the Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC),
amongst other institutions.

KUWAIT: The Court of Appeal yesterday acquitted an
Egyptian and a Jordanian of charges of being affiliated with
Daesh (the Islamic State militant group in Iraq and Syria).
The men were also acquitted of being involved in a plot to
overthrow the leadership of Kuwait and of circulating publi-
cations in various mosques urging people to join Daesh.
Last weekend Kuwaiti authorities arrested an Egyptian man
who attacked US soldiers in Kuwait. 

The man rammed an explosives-laden garbage truck into
a vehicle carrying 5 US soldiers. Only the Egyptian man was
injured and the soldiers pulled him from the truck in a bid to
save his life. The man, 28 year old Ibrahim Sulaiman, later
admitted while in hospital that he had pledged alliance to
the Islamic State. In June 2015, an Islamic State suicide
bomber blew himself up at a mosque in Kuwait City, killing
27 people and wounding dozens. 



BANGKOK: Thais wept in grief across the
nation yesterday after the palace announced
the death of their beloved King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, the country’s unifying figure and
the world’s longest-reigning monarch. He
was 88. Hundreds of people gathered at
Bangkok’s Siriraj Hospital, where Bhumibol
had been treated for a variety of ailments for
much of the past decade.  Many sobbed loud-
ly, clutching each other in anguish and shout-
ing “Long live the king.”

The government announced a 100-day
mourning period and a 30-day moratorium
on state events. His son, Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn, is to succeed him on the
throne. “There is no word to explain my feel-
ing right now,” Gaewkarn Fuangtong, a
humanitarian worker, said in Bangkok’s finan-
cial district. “I lost one of the most important
people in my life. I feel like I haven’t done
enough for him. I should have done more. I
will do good, do better for his sake.”

Most Thais had seen no other king in their
lifetime and thought of Bhumibol,  who
reigned for 70 years, as their father and the
embodiment of goodness and godliness.
Although a constitutional monarch, he wield-
ed enormous political power and served as a
unifying figure during Thailand’s numerous
political crises.  But in recent years, he suf-
fered from a variety of illnesses that affected
his kidneys, brain, lungs, heart and blood.

Center of all Thai people
“Since I was young I saw him work really

hard, and now it’s hard to explain. I feel numb
inside,” said Danaiwut Wiroonpiti 26, a pho-
tographer who was crying outside the Grand
Palace where the king’s body will be taken in
a procession Friday. “He’s the center of all Thai
people. It’s like we lost the main pillar of our
lives, the person who holds us together. I
can’t hold my tears.”

Portraits of Bhumibol displayed in most

Thai homes and businesses often depict him
in arduous travels to remote villages, where
he often went to see the situation of his sub-
jects first hand. But recently, whenever
Bhumibol appeared in public, he was in
wheelchair, waving feebly at his subjects.
Even those rare appearances stopped as he
became confined to the hospital.

Through his illness he was notably silent
about the political upheaval that has shaken
Thailand in recent years. On Sunday, the
palace announced his health had become
“unstable,” and on Wednesday, Vajiralongkorn
rushed back from Germany, Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha canceled a trip abroad and
royal family members began gathering at
Siriraj hospital.

He died a little before 4 p.m. on Thursday,
the palace said. His death was announced
three hours later in a broadcast carried simul-
taneously by all TV stations. “Even though the
board of doctors has closely monitored and

treated him to the best of its abilities, the
king’s condition never improved,” the palace
said in a statement. It said he passed away
peacefully.

“He is now in heaven and may be looking
over Thai citizens from there,” Prayuth said in
a statement. “He was a king that was loved
and adored by all.  The reign of the king has
ended and his kindness cannot be found any-
where else.”

Bhumibol Adulyadej (pronounced poo-
mee-pon ah-dun-yaa-det) became king in
1946. He anchored the Southeast Asian coun-
try through violent upheavals at home and
communist revolutions next door with a
blend of majesty and a common touch.

There is great concern about the succes-
sion, since Vajiralongkorn has not earned the
same respect as his father. A special meeting
of the National Legislative Assembly,
Thailand’s parliament, was planned late
Thursday. —AP
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Thais gripped by grief after beloved king’s death
Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn to take throne

BANGKOK: In this Nov. 18, 2012, file photo released by Thailand’s Bureau of the Royal Household, US President Barack
Obama, left, talks with Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej at Siriraj Hospital. (Inset) People cry after Royal Palace’s announce-
ment yesterday outside Siriraj Hospital where Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej was being treated. —AP
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JUNEAU, ALASKA: Alaska’s two US senators
resigned leadership posts in the state
Republican party after denouncing GOP pres-
idential nominee Donald Trump and saying
he should step aside. US Sens. Lisa Murkowski
and Dan Sullivan voluntarily resigned over
the weekend as honorary members of the
party’s state central committee, Murkowski
campaign spokesman Robert Dillon said
Tuesday.

Party officers are expected to back party
candidates. Last month, several GOP officers
resigned their posts to publicly back
Republican-turned-Libertarian Joe Miller in
his challenge to Murkowski in this fall’s
Senate race. State GOP chairman Tuckerman
Babcock said Murkowski and Sullivan held
their party leadership posts by virtue of hold-
ing elected office and would have those posi-
tions restored after the election. On Saturday,
after a 2005 video surfaced in which Trump

made lewd comments about women,
Murkowski said Trump had “forfeited the
right to be our party’s nominee.” She had not
previously endorsed Trump. Sullivan, who
had backed Trump, withdrew his support and
said he would support Trump’s running mate,
Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, for president.
Babcock said the state GOP remains commit-
ted to Murkowski as the party nominee in her
re-election bid. The state party also remains
behind Trump, he said.

Repentant
When asked his reaction to Trump’s video,

Miller pointed to a Facebook post he’d writ-
ten saying he found Trump’s comments
about women reprehensible but takes him at
his word that he is “repentant.”

He called Murkowski’s position on Trump
“a little curious” because Trump is the
Republican nominee but said this isn’t the

first time Murkowski hasn’t supported a GOP
nominee, an apparent jab at her refusal to
support Miller’s 2010 Senate campaign after
he beat her in the GOP primary that year. She
went on to win with a general election write-
in campaign.

Pollster Ivan Moore said Murkowski faced
less of a dilemma in taking a stance against
Trump than other GOP candidates because
she draws support across the political spec-
trum. But he said some Trump supporters
might see that as the “final straw” from
Murkowski and vote for Miller. One of the crit-
icisms that Murkowski has faced is that she is
not conservative enough or is a Republican in
name only.

Moore believes Murkowski holds the edge
in a race that also includes Democrat Ray
Metcalfe and independent Margaret Stock.
Murkowski on Tuesday reported that she had
raised $415,000 between July 28 and Sept. 30

and had nearly $1.6 million on hand. The oth-
er candidates had not yet released their latest
fundraising details.

Metcalfe said he will support his party’s
presidential nominee, Hillary Clinton, though
isn’t enthusiastic about it. Independent
Margaret Stock hasn’t said who she will sup-
port. All this comes as the Senate candidates
prepare for their first general election debate
Wednesday night in Kodiak. They’ll be debat-
ing without Miller, who will be in Sitka, Miller
spokesman Randy DeSoto said.

Miller’s campaign has taken issue with
some of the forums in which Murkowski has
agreed to participate, seeing them as friendly
to Murkowski. DeSoto said Miller has commit-
ted to four debates or forums, two of which
Murkowski also plans to attend. “I think this
puts to rest the accusation that Sen.
Murkowski is avoiding debates,” said Dillon,
Murkowski’s spokesman. —AP

Murkowski, Sullivan resign GOP posts after denouncing Trump

NEW YORK: Considering the recommen-
dation contented in the latest Security
Council resolution 2311, and its recom-
mendation, the General Assembly
appointed by acclamation the
Portuguese Antonio Guterres to be the
ninth Secretary General.

At the UN General Assembly main hall,
member states gathered appointing the
successor of UN chief Ban Ki-moon. The
GA welcomed the process of selection
and appointment of the Secretary
General and its timely conclusion, guided
by the principles of transparency and
inclusivity as set out in its past resolutions
in this matter, including the organization
of informal dialogues with all candidates
for the position of Secretary General.

The President of General Assembly
71st session Peter Thomson congratulat-
ed the designate on emerging as the best
candidate from such an historically rigor-
ous and comprehensive process.
“Guterres embodies the highest stan-
dards of competence, integrity and lead-
ership needed for the position,” he said.

Thomson affirmed that Guterres’ dedi-
cation to the high ideals and common
values of the United Nations is beyond
doubt. Thomson expressed confidence
that Guterres will serve the global com-
munity with dedication, as a moral
authority, and be the voice of the collec-
tive conscience and humanity, through-
out his term.

Ban Ki-moon congratulates 
Warmly congratulating Guterres on his

election, Ban on this occasion told the
gathered members that he have long val-
ued his advice and long admired his spirit
of service. “He is a wonderful choice to
steer this Organization as we build on the
progress of the past decade while
addressing the insecurity and uncertain-
ties of today’s world,” he said.

As he prepare to hand over the baton
of leadership, Ban said he  know that
Member States, the outstanding women
and men of the United Nations, and the
people of the world are all looking forward
to Guterres tenure with confidence and
excitement. On behalf of the Asia-Pacific
Group, its Chair Ambassador Mansour Al-

Otaibi the Permanent Representative of
Kuwait, addressed the GA thanking the
outgoing Chief Ban praising his efforts and
service. “He has inspired a global develop-
ment for the future through the advance-
ment in areas of women empowerment,
gender equality, human rights and climate
change,” he added.

On Guterres’ election, Al-Otaibi said it
signals an era of change at the United
Nations. As a momentous selection pro-
cedure was initiated this year, which
involved public hearings and informal
dialogues, a Global Town Hall meeting
and meetings with all of the United
Nations regional groups, Al-Otaibi noted
that it never has the election process
been more “open and transparent.” Over
six straw polls in the Security Council,
Guterres was a clear favorite for the posi-
tion, he added.

The Asia-Pacific Group welcomed the
Secretary General-designate Guterres,
and wish him success in fulfilling this cen-
tral role in an exceedingly critical time in
the history of the UN. “Guterres’ undeni-
able commitment is a stronghold to the
platform and priorities he envisions to
establish,” he said.  The Member States of

the Asia-Pacific Group pledged its firm
support to him in encountering new and
emerging challenges that lie ahead.

In closing his remarks, Al-Otaibi
affirmed that terrorism, violent extrem-
ism, xenophobia, racism, religious intoler-
ance, and its ramifications has been a
daunting concern worldwide and is one
of the foremost issues that the Secretary
General-designate need to raise aware-
ness in countering the threats it imposes
through international cooperation. Giving
the floor to Guterres, he pledged to make
human dignity the core of his work, and
the core of the UN’s common work. “I am
fully aware of the challenges the UN faces
and the limitations surrounding the
Secretary-General,” he said.

Guterres affirmed that the dramatic
problems of today’s complex world can
only inspire a humble approach - one in
which the him alone neither has all the
answers, nor seeks to impose his views.
“One in which the Secretary-General
makes his good offices available, working
as a convener, a mediator, a bridge-
builder and an honest broker to help find
solutions that benefit everyone involved,”
he added. —AP

UN officially appoints Antonio 
Guterres as next Secretary General 

To start on January 1st

NEW YORK: Outgoing UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon shakes hand
with Secretary-General-designate Antonio Guterres during the ceremo-
ny for the appointment of the Secretary-General during the 70th session
of the General Assembly yesterday. —AP

Syria makes major 
wheat deal with Russia 

after dire local harvest
ABU DHABI: Syria’s state grain buying agency Hoboob
struck a deal to purchase one million tons of Russian wheat
from political ally Russia, covering the needs of govern-
ment-controlled areas for a year.

The Damascus government subsidises bread for the
areas it controls ensuring the supply of flat loaves that are
a staple for Syrian people. Syria often buys wheat from
Russia but this was an unusually large amount for a cheap
price. The source said it should cover the government’s
needs for this year until the next local wheat buying sea-
son in 2017.

A Syrian government source close to the matter told
Reuters Hoboob purchased the wheat at 150 euros ($168)
a ton, on a cost and freight basis, and shipment would be
for a year after opening up the letter of credit.

The Russian Agriculture Ministry declined to comment
on the purchase but a source at the ministry told Reuters
Russia is still considering a shipment of around 100,000
tons of wheat to Syria as humanitarian aid, separate from
the Hoboob deal. Syria’s local wheat harvest nearly halved
to 1.3 million tons this year, the lowest in 27 years, as fight-
ing and poor rainfall further eroded the nation’s ability to
feed itself.

The government of President Bashar al-Assad was
forced to tender for wheat this summer, at a time when it
rarely holds international purchase tenders as it is busy
buying up wheat from local farmers. Hoboob procured a
little over 400,000 tons of local wheat this year. The gov-
ernment needs around 1.5 million tons a year for the areas
it controls.

It bought 350,000 tons of Russian wheat in two separate
tenders in July and August before announcing its tender
for one million tons. Wheat market traders said they were
puzzled because the price was too cheap for a commercial
deal. “This will be almost impossible to fulfill as a commer-
cial deal as it is too cheap,” one European trader said. “I
think this must be regarded as food aid as the price is too
low,” he said. 

The Syrian government source said the lower price
could have been agreed due to the large quantity pur-
chased in one deal. In neighboring Egypt’s wheat tender
on Thursday, Russian wheat was being offered at $177.94 a
ton free-on-board and $187.03 a ton cost and freight-
almost $20 a ton higher than the Syrian deal.

Before the five-year-old civil war, Syria was a wheat
exporter producing four million tons in a good year and
able to export 1.5 million tons. But wheat farms, seed dis-
tribution, milling and bakeries have all been damaged and
disrupted by the war.

While the government ensures cheap prices for bread in
the areas under its control and aid agencies offer support-
ed prices in some areas, Syrians elsewhere complain of
bread shortages and high prices. —Reuters



ANKARA: Any mistake in a planned
US-backed operation to drive Islamic
State from the Iraqi city of Mosul
could result in hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees, Turkish presiden-
tial spokesman Ibrahim Kalin said
yesterday.

Turkey is locked in an escalating
row with Iraq over who should take
part in the Mosul assault and Kalin
voiced concern that Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) militants, viewed by Ankara
and Western allies as terrorists, could
be involved. “Reports that the PKK may
take part in the Mosul operation great-
ly worry us,” he told a news confer-
ence, saying Turkey had no “secret
agenda” in Iraq and favoured solving
problems with Baghdad through dia-

logue. The PKK has fought a 32-year
insurgency in Turkey, in which more
than 40,000 people have been killed,
and its leadership is based in the
mountains of northern Iraq.

Mosul, home to up to 1.5 million
people, has been at the heart of Islamic
State’s self-declared caliphate in Iraq
since 2014. The battle for the city is
seen beginning this month. “A mistake
made there could result in hundreds of
thousands of people becoming
refugees,” Kalin said. “A mistake in the
Mosul operation will not be limited to
Iraq, it will impact the whole region.”

Regional conflict
Turkish soldiers have been training

Sunni Muslim and al l ied Kurdish

Peshmerga units at Iraq’s Bashiqa
camp, near Mosul, and want them
involved in the assault.

But Baghdad’s Shi’ite-led govern-
ment objects to the Turkish military
presence and wants its own forces at
the forefront.  Turkey fears the use of
Shi’ite militias, which Iraqi army units
have relied on in the past, will stoke
sectarian unrest. “It is better for Iraq if
the national army liberates Mosul and
distances sectarian militias from the
battle,” Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-
Jubeir told reporters in Riyadh after a
meeting with his Turkish and Gulf
counterparts.

A joint statement after the meeting
between Turkey and the six-nation
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) raised

concern about “plans to involve mili-
tia forces which perpetrated revenge
attacks, mass killings, torture and clear
human rights abuses against local
populations” in the Mosul operation.
The Baghdad government has con-
demned the continued Turkish mili-
tary presence at the Bashiqa camp
and Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi
has warned Turkey risked triggering a
regional war.

Turkey, part of the US-led coalition
against Islamic State, says its troops
are there as part of an international
mission to train Iraqi forces to fight
jihadists. The United States has said
any foreign forces in Iraq should have
the approval of the Baghdad govern-
ment. —Reuters

Turkey says botched assault on Iraq’s Mosul would trigger refugee wave
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ALEPPO: In this picture provided by the Syrian Civil Defense group known as the White Helmets, Syrian Civil
Defense workers search through the rubble on Wednesday. —AP

BEIRUT: Overnight shelling and over a
dozen airstrikes on rebel held parts of the
Syrian city of Aleppo killed at least 11 peo-
ple, bringing the death toll over the last
three days in the embattled city to at least
65, activists said yesterday.

Meanwhile, rebel shelling of govern-
ment-held areas in the divided city killed
two girls at a school. The airstrikes came a
day after an air raid hit eastern Aleppo’s
biggest market, killing at least 15 people
and leveling buildings.

Aleppo’s unabating violence has given
additional urgency to the upcoming meet-
ing between Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and US  Secretary of State
John Kerry on efforts to find a peace deal in
Syria in Switzerland on Saturday. It will be
the first face-to-face contact between the
two men since Washington broke off bilat-
eral diplomatic contact with Moscow on
Syria over the violence in Aleppo earlier
this month.

In other developments in Syria’s multi-
layered conflict, two Iraqi militia command-

ers said Thursday they have started with-
drawing some of their elite forces from
Syria, where they are fighting on the side of
President Bashar Assad’s government, to
Iraq in preparation for the battle to retake
the city of Mosul from the Islamic State
group.

Battle for Mosul
The battle for Mosul is expected to be

the most complex yet for Iraqi forces,
backed by US-led coalition air-power. Since
Mosul first fell to IS in June 2014, the
extremists have been pushed from more
than half of the territory they once held in
Iraq, according to figures released by Iraqi
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s office.

Iraqi Shiite militias are not expected to
take part in the operation, although they
are likely to be part of the offensive to cap-
ture areas nearby such as the town of Tal
Afar, which used to have a large Shiite pop-
ulation.

The two commanders, from Iraq’s pow-
erful Asaib Ahl Haq and Kataib Hezbollah

militias, said more than 2,000 of their fight-
ers have been withdrawn from Syria, mostly
from in and around Aleppo, for redeploy-
ment near Mosul and the IS stronghold of
Hawija. The two spoke to The Associated
Press in Baghdad on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to dis-
cuss military tactics.

But two Syrian opposition activists -
Rami Abdurrahman of the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights and
Turkey-based Ahmad al-Ahmad - said they
were unaware of the withdrawal, adding
that Iraqi Shiite militias have recently sent
reinforcements to Syrian government forces
in the Aleppo area.

Earlier this month, an official with the
Iraqi Shiite al-Nujaba militia said it sent
some 4,000 fighters to Syria, also to the
Aleppo area. The two Iraqi commanders
said the al-Nujaba militiamen were not part
of the pullout. The militia’s leader, Sheikh
Akram al-Kaabi, recently visited his fighters
on Aleppo’s front lines, vowing to continue
to fight Sunni extremists. —AP

Syria activists say more than 
65 killed in 3 days in Aleppo

Air strikes continue

Russia offers to secure
rebel evacuation 

from Syria’s Aleppo
ALEPPO: Russia said yesterday it was prepared to secure safe
passage for rebels to quit Syria’s Aleppo but kept up air strikes
on the battleground city as world powers readied new truce
talks.

Syria has been plunged into some of the worst violence of
its five-year war since the collapse last month of a truce bro-
kered by Washington and Moscow. The ensuing surge in
fighting has accompanied a large-scale government offensive,
backed by Russian air power, to capture the opposition-held
half of battered Aleppo.

Russia said Thursday it was willing to give rebels safe pas-
sage out of Aleppo, where over 250,000 people are under
government siege. “We are ready to ensure the safe withdraw-
al of armed rebels, the unimpeded passage of civilians to and
from eastern Aleppo, as well as the delivery of humanitarian
aid there,” Russian Lieutenant General Sergei Rudskoy said in
a televised briefing.

On the ground in the ravaged city, at least seven civilians
were killed in a series of early morning strikes, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights monitoring group said. On the
northeastern outskirts of the city, advancing regime troops
captured several hilltops overlooking opposition-held areas.

An AFP correspondent in the besieged east said the strikes
had resumed on Thursday afternoon. Syrian state television
said four children were killed by rebel rocket fire on a school
in a western regime-held neighbourhood. Residents in the
west said they had been forced to pull over in their cars to
take shelter in buildings because of the barrage of rebel fire.

Fresh truce talks   
Moscow has come under mounting international pressure

over the rising civilian death toll from President Bashar al-
Assad’s Russian-backed campaign to take east Aleppo, includ-
ing Western accusations of possible war crimes.

Since the army’s assault began in late September, Russian
and government bombardment has killed more than 370 peo-
ple, including 68 children, according to an Observatory toll.
Shelling by rebel and jihadist groups, meanwhile, has killed 68
people in government-held areas.—AFP

ALEPPO: A Syrian boy receives treatment at a hospi-
tal yesterday.—AFP



Dueling protests as Brexit battle 
goes to the UK’s High Court
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LONDON: Supporters of the pro-democracy group “Invoke Article 50 Now!” hold a banner as pro-EU membership support-
ers hold EU flags on the first day of Gina Miller’s, a founder of investment management group SCM Private, lawsuit at the
High Court yesterday. —AP

LONDON: Rival protesters gathered yesterday
outside the High Court in London, where
lawyers battled over whether the government
has the power to trigger Britain’s exit from the
European Union without approval from
Parliament. Half a dozen protesters carrying a
banner asking for the EU exit, known as Brexit,
to start now were met by a dozen other peo-
ple carrying EU flags.

Most important constitutional matter
The case is considered the most important

constitutional matter in a generation and cen-
ters around whether Prime Minister Theresa
May can start negotiating Britain’s exit from
the EU without a vote in the House of
Commons. The claimants’ lawyer, David
Pannick, said the case “raises an issue of funda-

mental constitutional importance” because it
hinges on the balance between the legislative
and executive branches of power - Parliament
and the government.

May has said she will invoke Article 50 of
the EU treaty - triggering two years of official
exit talks - by March 31. She is under pressure
from lawmakers to give them a vote first, but
insists that is not necessary.

The government argues that May can use
the royal prerogative - historic powers offi-
cially held by the monarch but in reality exer-
cised by politicians - to trigger Article 50. The
powers enable decisions to be made without
a vote of Parliament and cover matters as
grave as declaring war or as basic as issuing
passports.

Attorney General Jeremy Wright, lead

lawyer for the government, said May can
invoke Article 50 because “the country voted
to leave the EU in a referendum approved by
Act of Parliament.” “There must be no
attempts to remain inside the EU, no attempts
to rejoin it through the back door, and no sec-
ond referendum,” he said.

Financial entrepreneur Gina Miller, the lead
claimant in the case, insisted the lawsuit isn’t
an attempt to block Brexit or keep Britain in
the bloc. “It’s about democracy,” she said. “To
my mind, the most dangerous precedent we’d
be setting is that a government can overrule
Parliament and not consult it when we are
making decisions about people’s rights. And
that to me is a very, very dangerous place.”

The hearing before three judges is sched-
uled to last until Monday. —AP

Russia says to
sign S-400 air
defense deal
with India

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir
Putin will seal a deal with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during an
upcoming visit to deliver Moscow’s most
advanced air defense system, the Kremlin
said yesterday. 

“An agreement on the delivery of S-
400 ‘Triumph’ anti-missile defense sys-
tems and other deals will be signed as a
result of the talks,” Russian news agen-
cies quoted Putin aide Yuri Ushakov as
saying, without specifying a timeframe.

Putin will meet Modi in the Indian
state of Goa on Saturday on the sidelines
of the BRICS Summit involving the lead-
ers of Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa. The Kremlin earlier this
week said the talks with Modi would
focus on “a wide range of matters of
bilateral relations, especially trade and
economic ties.” 

The S-400 is Russia’s most modern air
defense system and has been deployed
to Syria, where Moscow is conducting a
bombing campaign in support of long-
time ally Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.
The system can track some 300 targets
and shoot down around three dozen
simultaneously over a range of several
hundred kilometers.

India has signed a series of key defense
deals under Modi as part of a $100 billion
upgrade of its Soviet-era military hard-
ware, making it an attractive proposition
for arms exporters.

In September, after nearly a decade of
discussions and setbacks, India signed a
deal to acquire 36 French Rafale fighter
jets for 7.9 billion Euros. —AFP
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NEW YORK: Dan Stewart walked into
the room just in time to hear one of his
employees say that one presidential can-
didate should be in jail, and a second
staffer respond that another was the
worst since Hitler. “I said, ‘Whoa, wait a
minute,’” says Stewart, CEO of Happy
Grasshopper, an email marketing com-
pany. “It wasn’t angry, but I could see
that it could get there.”

The contentiousness of this presiden-
tial campaign is spilling into some work-
places. And even when there’s no rancor,
more time is being spent on election
chatter. Employment lawyers and
human resources providers say they’re
getting more calls seeking advice, and
suggest bosses tread carefully. Rather
than try to control what people are say-
ing, owners should focus on whether the
work is getting done in an atmosphere
that isn’t hostile.

Examples
Stewart called a meeting of the 30

people at his Tampa, Florida-based com-
pany and asked if they liked their colle-
gial culture. They all agreed that they
did.  The boss told them that heated dis-
cussions about the election could be a
threat to that. “Everyone agreed not to
focus on it during work hours,” Stewart
says. Employment attorney Nannina
Angioni usually gets calls from clients
during election campaigns, “but not at
this level.” As Election Day nears, owners
are seeing more anger. Some say the lev-
el of acrimony is affecting employees’
ability to work together. Many want to
ban political talk altogether.

But prohibiting political conversa-
tions could land an employer in legal hot
water, says Angioni, a partner with the
Century City, California-based firm
Kaedian LLP. If a company bans election
talk but says it’s OK for staffers to discuss
sports or other topics, some employees
could feel discriminated against; that
ban could be grounds for an Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission
complaint.  Moreover, if the issues under
discussion have any connection to the

workplace, such as the minimum wage
or health care law, the conversation is
protected by the National Labor
Relations Act. And some state laws may
give even more protection to political
talk. On the other hand, business owners
must guard against conversations that
breed antagonism. “Employees are not
allowed to engage in conduct that nega-
tively affects their co-workers’ work envi-
ronment,” Angioni says. A hostile work
environment can be grounds for a
harassment lawsuit.

If there’s too much talking - about any
topic - owners should remind staffers
that work needs to come first, human
resources consultants say. If the conver-
sations hurt productivity, bosses have a
performance issue to deal with - as they
would if the talk were about TV or any-
thing else. “Enforce the fact that you’re
running a business. Political discussions
at break time are fine as long as they’re
respectful,” says Laura Kerekes, who
heads the team of consultants at ThinkHR
of Pleasanton, California. But make sure

employees know they shouldn’t get into
political discourse with customers,
Kerekes says. If a customer is offended by
a staffer’s political beliefs, the company
could lose that person’s business.

Over the course of the campaign,
there’s been a slight increase in political
conversations at Dukas Linden Public
Relations, and a couple of instances
when employees have had quiet dis-
agreements. CEO Richard Dukas took a
proactive approach, bringing up the
election at a staff meeting in the spring.

“I said to them, ‘Obviously we’re not
going to be able to ignore this cam-
paign, but I would ask that everyone try
to tone down the partisanship and rhet-
oric,’” Dukas says. He isn’t looking to shut
down political discussions. “You can’t
help but talk about it. It’s ubiquitous,”
says Dukas, whose company is based in
New York. For some companies, election
talk can be part of the job. At Live Wire
Media Relations, part of staffers’ work is
to train and coach clients who appear on
TV or in videos. — AP

Election campaign sparks more
chatter, anger in workplaces

Drama at the office

ST. LOUIS: In this Sunday, Oct. 9, 2016, file photo, Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton
speak during the second presidential debate at Washington University. — AP

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINA: Republican Vice Presidential can-
didate, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence gestures as he speaks at
Liberty University. — AP

WASHINGTON: Republican vice presidential nominee Mike
Pence on Thursday offered rare praise for Hillary Clinton, say-
ing both the Democratic presidential nominee and Donald
Trump have “many admirable qualities” for young people to
look up to. The modest compliment, what passes for civility in
this rough-and-tumble campaign, came as Pence fielded a
question that tripped up another Republican earlier in the
week: Is Donald Trump a role model for children?

“I frankly think both Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump have
many admirable qualities that young people can look up to,”
Pence said in an interview on NBC’s “Today” show. Republican
Sen. Kelly Ayotte made news this week by initially answering
yes, but then issuing a statement hours later changing her
answer to no.

Pence, the Indiana governor and former congressman
praised the Republican businessman’s resilience and called
him a “strong leader.” He then quickly added a nod to the
opposition: “And I want to recognize Hillary Clinton as the first
woman to be major party nominee in American history,” he
said. Pence’s softer tone comes as the candidates are increas-
ingly turning their attention to Hurricane Matthew and its
potential implications for the campaign.  With thousands of
people already checked into shelters and official calling for
evacuations, the storm is poised to shift the candidate’s
schedules, messages and possibly the early vote efforts in the
swing state.

On Thursday, both candidates continued to prepare for
their second debate, a town hall-style face-off on Sunday.
Trump was slated to hold a town hall in Sandown, New
Hampshire, an event that will serve as a dry run. Clinton was
due to hold fundraisers in New York.

Their vice presidential picks meanwhile continued to
rehash their debate Tuesday night. In an interview on CNN,
Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Kaine accused
Pence of dodging instead of defending when confronted with
Trump’s comments, insults or policy proposals. He said
Clinton had thanked him for “prosecuting the case against
Donald Trump.” — AP

Taking softer tone, Pence 
says Clinton is admirable

LAKELAND, Florida: His campaign struggling
a month from Election Day, Donald Trump
sharpened his rhetoric Wednesday from call-
ing for Hillary Clinton’s defeat to declaring
“she has to go to jail” for using a homebrew
email server and other charges of corruption
while she was secretary of state.

But while Trump went on all out-assault on
his opponent, his campaign reeled again from
new accusations that the celebrity business-
man touched women inappropriately.

The New York Times published interviews
with one woman, Jessica Leeds, who said
Trump grabbed her breasts and tried to put
his hand up her skirt during a flight three
decades ago. A second woman, Rachel Cooks,
said that Trump “kissed her directly on her
mouth against her will,” according to the
report. Trump’s campaign spokesman, Jason
Miller, called the story “fiction” and coordinat-
ed “character assassination.” Separately, The
Palm Beach Post in Florida, reported

Wednesday night that Mindy McGillivray, 36,
said Trump groped her at his Mar-a-Lago
estate 13 years ago. Trump’s campaign said
her allegation “lacks any merit or veracity.”

On the heels of groping
The claims come on the heels of the

release of a recording on which Trump brags
about groping women without their consent
because he is famous. Trump has apologized.
But widespread condemnation followed,
including from dozens of Republican office-
holders who called on Trump to quit the pres-
idential race and let his running mate, Mike
Pence, complete it as the GOP nominee.
Trump has refused and amped up his attacks
on Clinton by bringing up Bill Clinton’s sexual
past and saying the former first lady attacked
his alleged partners.

Trump also told supporters at a rally in bat-
tleground Florida that the Justice
Department’s handling of the probe into

Clinton’s email server let her off the hook and
suggested that both Democrats and
Republicans in Congress went along with it.
The Justice Department declined to prosecute
Clinton, but FBI Director James Comey criti-
cized her and her aides for being “extremely
careless” with classified information.

“Did they make a deal where everybody
protects each other in Washington?” Trump
asked Wednesday. “This corruption and collu-
sion is just one more reason why I will ask my
attorney general to appoint a special prosecu-
tor,” to investigate Clinton and the fact that
she apparently deleted thousands of emails
that were never recovered, Trump said.

He later made clear:  “She deleted the
emails. She has to go to jail.” The call was a
dramatic escalation of rhetoric from Trump.
Just after the Republican National
Convention, Trump responded to his support-
ers’ chants of “lock her up” by suggesting
“Let’s just beat her in November.”

At Sunday’s debate in St. Louis, the nomi-
nee himself made that very threat - an
unprecedented break with US political deco-
rum. It came after Clinton had said it is “awful-
ly good that someone with the temperament
of Donald Trump is not in charge of the law in
our country.”

Trump blasted back, “Because you’d be in
jail.” But Trump didn’t solely train his fire on
his Democratic opponent.

Trump has complained bitterly in recent
days about House Speaker Paul Ryan, who
told Republican House members on Monday
that he would focus on maintaining a majori-
ty in Congress and would no longer campaign
for Trump. He noted that Ryan didn’t call and
say “good going” after his performance in
Sunday’s debate. Trump claimed that there is
a “whole sinister deal going on” that has pre-
vented Ryan and other Republican leaders
from fully backing his campaign but he didn’t
elaborate. — AP

Trump, escalating rhetoric, says Clinton ‘has to go to jail’  
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WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama gestures as he speaks
during a reception for Hispanic Heritage Month in the East
Room of the White House, Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2016. — AP

Obama to campaign
for Clinton, Ohio Dems

as 2016 map narrows
WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama will try to rev up
Democrats in Ohio during a two-day visit, as the number of states
that could swing to either Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump nar-
rows to just a handful.

Obama heads to Columbus on Thursday to be the featured
speaker at an annual dinner benefiting Ohio Democrats and Gov.
Ted Strickland, who is running to oust incumbent Republican Sen.
Rob Portman. On Friday, Obama will hold a rally in Cleveland for
Clinton emphasizing early voting, a major focus for Democrats
across the US this year. This week Obama entered the final 100
days of his presidency, and he’s increasingly devoting his time to
trying to push Clinton over the finish line in the presidential race.
With Trump and Republicans threatening to undo much of what
Obama has accomplished over the last eight years, campaigning
for Democrats is the most productive way for Obama to try to pro-
tect his legacy. Before flying to Ohio, Obama planned to speak in
Pittsburgh at the “White House Frontiers Conference,” where aides
said he’d announce new funding for technology and research and
tout innovations like self-driving cars and artificial intelligence.
Obama, in an op-ed in the magazine Wired, said the US needed to
adapt its skills to address emerging threats like antibiotic-resistant
“superbugs,” cybersecurity and climate change. “To accelerate that
change, we need science,” Obama said.

Ohio’s diversity
Ohio, with its diverse mix of cities and rural areas, is a coveted

prize every four years, seen as a barometer for the shifts in the
nation’s political climate. This year, it’s one of just four states that
polls suggest are currently toss-ups between Clinton and Trump,
along with Nevada, North Carolina and Florida. Trump, too, was
setting his sights on Ohio on Thursday, with a speech in
Columbus and an evening rally in Cincinnati.

The shrinking of the political battlefield reflects demographic
shifts that have benefited Democrats in several states and
Trump’s struggles to expand his appeal to a broad cross-section
of America. But Obama and Democrats have been wary not to
take anything for granted, particularly as the final weeks of the
campaign have taken a series of unpredictable turns.

Obama and his wife, Michelle, are two of the country’s most
popular Democrats, making them the most effective voices to
vouch publicly for Clinton. White House press secretary Josh
Earnest said that makes the first couple particularly useful in free-
ing up Clinton to focus her limited time elsewhere.

“The real value of having somebody as high-profile as the
president or the first lady on the stump campaigning for you is
that you don’t have to also go there in order to get attention.
You’ve got somebody else there who can make a forceful case in
support of your candidacy,” Earnest said.

Hoping that broad disdain for Trump will  sink other
Republican candidates, Democrats have been particularly bullish
this year about retaking the Senate, which would significantly
strengthen Clinton’s hand legislatively should she win the White
House. Democrats had expected Strickland’s race to be one of
their better prospects to win a GOP-held Senate seat, but he has
been running consistently behind Portman in the polls.

Yet in a sign of how toxic Trump has become for other
Republicans, Portman revoked his support for Trump after video
emerged of Trump making offensive comments about women.
Portman has said he’s backing Trump’s running mate Mike Pence
instead. — AP

WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton is press-
ing Republicans to take a clear stand on
Donald Trump as she tries to capitalize
on GOP divisions since revelation of his
predatory comments about women
prompted party leaders to abandon him.

The Democratic candidate’s cam-
paign manager, John Podesta, said that
she will  assert at campaign stops
Wednesday that Republicans - particu-
larly those running for office in
November - need to clarify their position
on Trump. “Are they with him or are
they against him?” Podesta asked.

Trump, meanwhile, highlighted a
new batch of hacked Podesta emails
published by WikiLeaks, the anti-secrecy
group. At a rally in Florida, he launched
a fierce attack on Clinton and asserted
that Podesta’s leaked emails show more
clearly than ever that the former secre-
tary of state and her family are corrupt.
“It never ends with these people,” he
said. He slammed Clinton on a broad
array of issues, including immigration,
national defense and international rela-
tions, and asserted that official
Washington - both Democrats and
Republicans in Congress - is committed
to protecting special interests rather
than the people.

Trump’s criticized
Trump criticized the Justice

Department’s handling of the probe
into Clinton’s email server, claiming
there was collusion with the Clintons,
and he suggested that both Democrats
and Republicans in Congress went along
with it. “Did they make a deal where
everybody protects each other in
Washington?” Trump asked the crowd in
Ocala. Podesta says the FBI is investigat-
ing Russia’s possible involvement in the
hacking of thousands of his personal
emails,  raising the extraordinary
prospect of a link between Russia and
the U.S. presidential election. Podesta
also said, without offering proof, that
Trump’s campaign may have been
aware of the hacking in advance.

While acknowledging the evidence
was circumstantial, Podesta said the
alleged ties could be driven either by
Trump’s policy positions, which at times
echo the Kremlin, or the Republican’s
“deep engagement and ties with
Russian interests in his business affairs.”
Longtime Trump adviser Roger Stone
flatly denied any such link to Russia, and
senior Russian officials denied interfer-
ing in the election. Russian President
Vladimir Putin said Wednesday in
Moscow that “hysterics have been
whipped up to distract the attention of
the American people from the essence
of what the hackers released ... For some
reason nobody talks about this. They
talk about who did it. Is it really that
important?”

Previewing Clinton’s planned rallies
in Pueblo, Colorado, and Las Vegas,
Podesta said even those Republicans
who have revoked their support for
Trump following revelation of his sexu-
ally aggressive comments have
“propped him up for a very long time.”
One such Republican, Sen. Deb Fischer

of Nebraska, reversed herself and said
she will support Trump after all.

At least three other lawmakers who
just days ago said that Trump should
step aside as the GOP nominee have
now softened their tone. Sen. John
Thune, R-S.D., who tweeted on Saturday
that “Donald Trump should withdraw
and Mike Pence should be our nominee
effective immediately,” told the Rapid
City Journal that Trump “has a lot of
work to do” to win the election. “But I’m
certainly not going to vote for Hillary
Clinton.” Thune is the No. 3 Republican
in Senate leadership.

Same approach
In the House, GOP Reps. Scott Garrett

of New Jersey and Bradley Byrne of
Alabama have taken the same approach:
calling for Trump to step aside and then
expressing support for him after he
declared he would not do so. As party

leaders step away from him, Trump is
vowing to win the election his own way.
He declared on Fox News on Tuesday
night that he’s “just tired of non-sup-
port” from Republican leaders and “I
wouldn’t want to be in a foxhole with a
lot of these people.”

Those people might need a foxhole.
With his campaign floundering and little
time to steady it, he’s reverting to the
combative, divisive strategy that pro-
pelled him to victory in the GOP primary,
not that he ever left that fully behind.
That means attack every critic - including
fellow Republicans. Those close to
Trump suggest it is “open season” on
every detractor, regardless of party. That
approach raises questions about the
future direction of the Republican Party.
Trump’s campaign manager, Kellyanne
Conway, said Wednesday she does not
foresee a new political party emerging
from the Trump split. — AP

Clinton pressing Republicans 
to take stand on Trump

Abandon Trump is the goal

SALEM: Annie Lin waits in line to enter the Salem Civic Center for the
Republican vice presidential candidate Mike Pence town hall meeting on
Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2016. — AP

WASHINGTON: The “shackles” gone,
Donald Trump stepped up his fierce
attacks on his own party leaders Tuesday,
promising to teach Republicans who
oppose him a lesson and fight for the
presidency “the way I want to.”

“I’m just tired of non-support” from
leaders of the party he represents on the
presidential ticket, Trump said Tuesday
evening on Fox News Channel’s “The
O’Reilly Factor.” 

He saved special ire for House
Speaker Paul Ryan, who told Republicans
Monday he’ll no longer campaign for
Trump with four weeks to go before
Election Day. “I don’t want his support, I
don’t care about his support,” Trump
said. “I wouldn’t want to be in a foxhole
with a lot of these people that I can tell
you, including Ryan. By the way, includ-
ing Ryan, especially Ryan.”

With his campaign floundering and
little time to steady it, the businessman
reverted to the combative, divisive strate-

gy that propelled him to victory in the
GOP primary: Attack every critic - includ-
ing fellow Republicans. Those close to
Trump suggested it was “open season”
on every detractor, regardless of party. 

“It is so nice that the shackles have
been taken off me and I can now fight for
America the way I want to,” Trump said in
a tweet that brought new concern - near
panic in some cases - to a party trying to
stave off an all-out civil war before Nov. 8.
In another series of tweets, the
Republican nominee called Ryan “weak
and ineffective,” Sen. John McCain “very
foul-mouthed” and “disloyal”
Republicans “far more difficult than
Crooked Hillary.” “They come at you from
all sides,” Trump declared. “They don’t
know how to win - I will teach them!”

At a night rally in Florida hours later,
Trump made no mention of the apparent
Republican civil war, instead training his
fire on his Democratic opponent Hillary
Clinton. — AP

Unshackled, Trump unleashes 
aggressive attacks on own party
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LASHKAR GAH, Afghanistan:
Taleban militants ambushed and
killed around 100 Afghan police and
soldiers earlier this week as they tried
to retreat, the heaviest losses suf-
fered by government forces during
months of fierce clashes near the
capital  of  southern Helmand
province. On Tuesday, dozens of
Afghan police and soldiers were cut
down as they withdrew from their
positions in Chah-e-Anjir, about 12
km outside the city of Lashkar Gah,
having been surrounded and
besieged for days. “We were one bat-
talion there and, except me and two
others, no one came out alive,” Faiz
Mohammad, an army soldier who
survived the ambush, told Reuters in
Lashkar Gah, a bloodied bandage
wrapped around his head.

Afghan Taleban f ighters have
pushed into some areas of Lashkar
Gah, firing rockets at government
buildings and sparking a new wave
of residents fleeing the city. The sus-
tained assault is the most serious
threat to security in Afghanistan
since the brief capture of the north-
ern city of Kunduz a year ago, and
underlines the government’s precari-
ous defenses despite support from
US-led foreign forces. One senior
security official put the death toll
from the Chah-e-Anjir incident at
around 90, while other sources said it

was likely to be higher. “As they (gov-
ernment forces)  were coming
towards Lashkar Gah,  they were
ambushed in three locations,” the
official said.

Dozens of other security person-
nel surrendered during the debacle,
while Taleban gunmen seized at least
22 armored Humvees,  dozens of
trucks, and hundreds of rifles, he said.
Taleban spokesman Qari  Yousuf
Ahmadi said that account was accu-
rate, and that militants killed and
captured dozens of  troops.
Mohammad Rasool Zazai, spokesman
for the army’s 215th Corps in
Helmand, said reinforcements had
been working on a plan to relieve
police and soldiers in Chah-e-Anjir,
but they left their positions before an
operation was launched. “We were in
contact with the troops there and the
plan was to bring them back to
Lashkar Gah to protect the city, but
they decided to move without coor-
dinating with us and they were
ambushed by the Taleban.”

Heavy losses, desertions
Afghan officials say security forces

are losing as many as 5,000 people
each month through casualties and
desertion, while only about 3,000
new soldiers and police are recruited
over the same period. With the
Taleban on the offensive in several

parts of Afghanistan, many new
recruits are deployed to the front
lines with only a few weeks of train-
ing, putting extra burden on elite spe-
cial forces to do much of the fighting.

General  Wali  Mohammad
Ahmadzai, who took command of
the 215th Corps at the beginning of
the month, confirmed that his forces
had sustained “a lot” of casualties in
this week’s fighting, but could not
provide an exact number. Army offi-
cials said at least 400 new troops
have been sent to the Lashkar Gah,
including special forces.

The NATO-led military coalition
has hundreds of advisers in Helmand
province, while U.S. troops and air-
craft have been dispatched to help
the Afghans.  Ahmadzai  made “a
deliberate decision to withdraw
some of his forces back into Lashkar
Gah so that they can have mass and
so they can help defend Lashkar Gah,
and then be prepared to the
offense,”  US mil itary spokesman
Brigadier General Charles Cleveland
said at a briefing on Wednesday.

Since the beginning of October,
US aircraft have conducted at least
15 airstrikes in Helmand in support of
Afghan troops, he said. “Helmand
continues to be the Taleban’s main
effort,” Cleveland said. “So they com-
mit a lot of effort and a lot of capabil-
ity into Helmand.” — Reuters

Taleban fighters ambush, kill 
dozens of retreating Afghan troops

Security forces losing personnel rapidly

MUMBAI: Two years after unveiling a
comic about a rape survivor-turned-
superhero who takes on her abusers,
filmmaker Ram Devineni is using a
sequel to highlight the acid attacks
that maim and scar hundreds of
women in India every year. “Priya’s
Shakti” was the first Indian comic book
of its kind, using augmented reality
technology to tell the story of a young
rural woman who is gang-raped and
consequently shamed by her family
and community. After praying to the
Hindu goddess Parvati, Priya gains the
strength, or “shakti”, to fight sex
crimes, and flies around India on a
tiger, helping other victims win justice.

In the sequel, “Priya’s Mirror”, the
superhero holds up a mirror as she
convinces acid-attack survivors that
there is more to them than their scars,
and that they need not hide. “Priya is a
flying superhero. For survivors of rape
and acid attacks, to see characters like
themselves being represented in art
and pop culture is pretty cool,” said US-
based Devineni, a creator of the “Priya”
series. “It’s an alternate narrative, and
it’s a positive message, one that we
hope will help change perceptions,” he

told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.
The comic was inspired by Laxmi,

an Indian acid-attack survivor who has
since become an activist and a fashion
model.  It also draws on the experi-
ences of real-life survivors from India
and elsewhere, Devineni said. “When I
met some of these women, I  was
struck by the fact that they faced near-
ly the same kind of stigma and
ostracism as rape survivors,” said
Devineni, who was visiting India to
launch the book at Comic Con in
Mumbai.

“There is a lot of victim blaming,
and in addition to the emotional trau-
ma, acid-attack survivors also face
tremendous physical trauma because
of the disfiguration,” Devineni said.
Globally, as many as 1,500 acid attacks
are recorded every year, with more
than 1,000 cases estimated to occur in
India alone. However, many attacks go
unreported because victims are too
afraid of reprisals from their abusers.
Most victims are women, who are
blinded or disfigured by jilted partners
or relatives.

Acid attacks became a specific
offence in India in 2013 after the gov-

ernment strengthened gender vio-
lence laws following the fatal 2012
gang-rape of a young woman on a bus
in New Delhi. In a separate effort to
raise awareness about the violence,
another Indian acid-attack survivor
walked the runway at New York
Fashion Week last month to promote a
ban on the sale of corrosive substances
used to maim thousands of women.
“Priya’s Mirror” is the second in a five-
book series created by Devineni, film-
maker Paromita Vohra and artist Dan
Goldman.  The next comic will focus on
sex trafficking, Devineni said.

He said the comic-book format and
augmented reality features, including
an interactive app which brings the
characters alive, are key to getting the
message across. “We’re dealing with
very difficult topics that tend to put
people off, so comic books are a more
accessible way to get their attention,”
Devineni said. “Plus, it’s a very relevant
format for the audience we’re trying to
reach: teenage boys. To challenge
India’s patriarchal setup, you have to
start with teenage boys at a time when
they are discovering sexuality and gen-
der roles,” he said. — Reuters

Indian rape survivor comic
superhero takes on acid attacks

AMRITSAR: Indian artisans work on a 45-feet high statue
of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, a part of the government’s ‘83-
crore beautification project’, along the most commonly
used approach road to the Golden temple in Amritsar yes-
terday. — AFP 

Indian Muslims say Modi’s
legal reforms divisive

NEW DELHI: An influential Indian Muslim group yester-
day accused the country’s Hindu nationalist prime min-
ister of triggering an “internal war” with plans to intro-
duce a common civil code for all religions. The Indian
constitution currently allows the country’s 1.2 billion cit-
izens  to be governed by their own religious laws when
it comes to marriage, divorce and property inheritance.
But Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government wants
bring in a common civil code that it says will enhance
national unity.

Yesterday the All India Muslim Personal Law Board
said they would block any attempt to abolish Islamic
family laws, which many Muslim women say discrimi-
nate against them. “You can’t impose a single ideology
in India. Modi has triggered an internal war in India,”
Maulana Wali Rahmani, head of AIMPLB, told reporters
at a press conference in New Delhi. “A uniform civil code
is not good for India, which has many cultures and reli-
gions. It will divide India,” he said. India’s Law
Commission has sought public feedback on a common
law that would ban controversial practices such as
polygamy and triple talaq divorce, under which a
Muslim man can divorce his wife instantly with just
three words.

The commission said the objective was to “address
discrimination against vulnerable groups and harmo-
nize various cultural practices.” Muslim personal law
has long been a controversial issue in India. Some
Indian Muslim women have in recent years launched
legal challenges to triple talaq, which they say dis-
criminates against them and violates their human
rights. A case in the mid-1980s involving Muslim
woman Shah Bano, who took her rejected demand for
alimony to the Supreme Court, triggered debate
across India over whether the court had authority
over Muslim personal law.

The court upheld her right to alimony, but its ver-
dict was reversed by a law passed by the then-
Congress party government after Muslim groups react-
ed angrily. Any attempt since then to bring a common
civil code has proved deeply divisive in the officially
secular but mainly Hindu country. — AFP
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ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Ashiq Masih,(center), husband of Christian woman Asia Bibi who faces the death
sentence for blasphemy, leaves the Supreme Court in Islamabad yesterday. — AFP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Supreme
Court delayed an appeal into a notori-
ous blasphemy case against a Christian
mother on death row yesterday after
one of the judges stepped down, with
thousands of security forces deployed
following threats from Muslim clerics.
Police and troops had been stationed
across Islamabad as the court readied
to hear a final appeal in the case of
Asia Bibi, who has been on death row
since 2010. Observers had warned of
“tremendous” repercussions in the
case.  But one of the three-judge
bench, Justice Iqbal Hameed ur
Rehman, told the court he had to
recuse himself, claiming a conflict of
interest.

“I was a part of the bench that was
hearing the case of Salmaan Taseer,
and this case is related to that,” he told
the court, which was overflowing with
journalists, lawyers, activists and cler-
ics. Taseer, a liberal provincial gover-
nor, was gunned down in Islamabad in
2011 after speaking out for Bibi. His
assassin, Mumtaz Qadri, was hanged
earlier in 2016 in a step liberals hailed
as progressive, but which brought
hardliners into the streets calling for
Bibi’s death. 

Rehman was chief justice on the
Islamabad High Court which heard
Qadri’s appeal in 2011, according to
local media. The Supreme Court did
not immediately set a new date for
Bibi’s appeal.  Observers have called
the case a battle for Pakistan’s soul as
the state walks a line between uphold-

ing human rights and appeasing hard-
liners. Clerics at the influential Red
Mosque in Islamabad warned they
would launch a nationwide protest if
Bibi is released.

“Anyone who defends or protects a
blasphemer of the Prophet will them-
selves be considered guilty of blasphe-
my,” spokesman Hafiz Ihtesham
Ahmed said. He warned against for-
eign diplomats lobbying for Bibi’s
release, saying in a statement that cler-
ics would mobilise the public if she
was freed and “everyone will become
Qadri”. “All the foreign powers should
keep in mind that we won’t let them
succeed in their nefarious designs,”
Ahmed told AFP at the court yesterday.
Police said up to 3,000 security forces
had been sent out across the capital.
Bibi’s lawyer Saif-ul-Mulook called the
Red Mosque threat “big”. “I hope the
government takes it very seriously and
takes care of our security,” he told
media outside the court yesterday.

‘A sensitive case’ 
Blasphemy is a hugely sensitive

issue in Pakistan. Anyone even accused
of insulting Islam risks a violent and
bloody death at the hands of vigi-
lantes. Rights groups complain the
controversial  legislation is often
abused to carry out personal vendet-
tas, mainly against minority Christians.
Bibi was convicted and sentenced to
hang in 2010 after an argument with a
Muslim woman over a bowl of water.
Her supporters maintain her innocence

and insist it was a personal dispute,
and the Vatican has called for her
release.

But successive appeals have been
rejected, and if the Supreme Court
bench eventually upholds Bibi’s con-
viction her only recourse will be a
direct appeal to the president for
clemency. If  that fails ,  she could
become the first person in Pakistan to
be executed for blasphemy.  The reper-
cussions for minorities, human rights
and the blasphemy laws in Pakistan
would be “tremendous”, said Shahzad
Akbar, a human rights lawyer.  Zohra
Yusuf,  chair of the independent
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan,
told AFP the appeal delay was “regret-
table”, noting that Bibi was already
being held in solitary confinement due
to security concerns.

The judges may be “apprehensive”,
she said,  adding that after the
Supreme Court announced its decision
to uphold Qadri’s death sentence, jus-
tices had to sneak out the back door of
the court. “It’s a sensitive case. I think
they (the judges) have realized that if
Asia Bibi (is) acquitted, they may be
putting their own lives on the line,”
Yusuf said. Prosecutor Ghulam Mustafa
Chaudhry told AFP Thursday that he
wanted the case to be decided “on
merit and not any foreign pressure”.
“Asia Bibi has been convicted and
proven guilty not by one court but two
courts, and I hope things will remain
the same in the Supreme Court of
Pakistan,” he said. — AFP

Pakistan delays blasphemy 
appeal after judge steps down

‘Everyone will become Qadri’

Pakistan defends travel
ban on leading journalist
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s top law enforcement official yes-
terday defended a travel ban imposed on a leading journal-
ist for reporting that civilian officials had clashed with the
country’s powerful military over its alleged covert support
for militants. Interior minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan
branded the report, which sparked an uproar with its claims
that top officials had warned the army to stop supporting
proxy fighters abroad, the “narrative of our enemies” and
said an inquiry was being held that would determine
whether journalist Cyril Almeida should be prosecuted.

Amnesty International slammed the ban as “crude” and
called on Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to “remember his
promise” to improve conditions for journalists. Addressing
a press conference yesterday, Khan said the government
had little choice but to prevent Almeida from leaving the
country after it learnt he was booked on a flight earlier this
week, but added he was a “free man” for now. “This inquiry
will be finished in... maybe four days.” But, he added: “If the
committee feels there is enough evidence to prosecute,
then a formal (law enforcement) committee will be made.”

For years Pakistan has been accused of cracking down
on only those Islamist groups which have turned their
guns inward towards the state, while harboring those who
fight abroad for its strategic ends. In his report, Almeida
said leading civilian officials had warned the army  which
has ruled the country for half its existence and controls for-
eign and security policy-to renounce covert support for
proxy fighters such as the Haqqani network allied to the
Afghan Taleban and Lashkar-e-Taiba, blamed for the 2008
Mumbai attacks.

Citing sources present at a high-level meeting, Almeida
said the civilian government had issued a blunt warning to
the military as part of a new high-stakes strategy: do not
interfere with the police when they take action “against
militant groups that are banned or until now considered
off-limits for civilian action”. Pakistan is routinely ranked
among the world’s most dangerous for journalists, and
reporting critical of the military is considered a major red
flag, with journalists at times detained, beaten and even
killed. Almeida’s article also came at a sensitive time for the
military after its arch-rival India claimed it had crossed into
Pakistani territory in Kashmir to carry out “surgical strikes”
in September, a claim which-if true-would be a stinging
blow for Pakistan. — AFP

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: An ambulance that brought the
body of a Spanish diplomat is parked at a clinic in
Islamabad, Pakistan, yesterday. — AP

Pakistan: Spanish diplomat
found dead in home

ISLAMABAD: A Spanish diplomat was found dead yesterday
in his Islamabad home in  what authorities suspect is a suicide,
Pakistani police said. The 60-year-old man was found in his
bedroom by a domestic servant with a revolver by his side,
said police officer Iftikhar Chatha. A doctor at Islamabad’s
Federal Government Services Hospital said the man died of a
gunshot wound to the head.

But the doctor, who spoke on condition of anonymity
because he wasn’t authorized to brief the media, said there
would be no ruling on whether the death was suicide until an
autopsy had been performed. There was no immediate reaction
from the Spanish embassy. Catha said the embassy had been
informed and embassy officers had visited the scene. — AP
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PHNOM PENH: China’s President Xi
Jinping arrived in Cambodia yesterday
for a state visit to one of its staunchest
regional allies, with ties flourishing
after the kingdom supported Beijing in
a maritime dispute. Hundreds of stu-
dents waving Cambodian and Chinese
flags greeted Xi alongside officials at
the airport before his motorcade sped
into town for an audience with the
royal family and later Prime Minister
Hun Sen. Cambodia has long been a
strident supporter for Beijing’s com-
munist rulers, who have lavished the
poor country with aid and loans.

In recent years it has become a
thorn in the side for its neighbors hop-
ing to present a unified front against
Beijing’s island building in the South
China Sea. Several Southeast Asian
nations have competing claims to
parts of the strategic waters and many
in the region want to keep pressure on
China over its efforts to militarize the
sea. But Cambodia’s unwavering sup-
port for China has scuppered regional
efforts to jointly rebuke Beijing.  Ahead
of his trip, a leading Cambodian news-
paper published an article signed by Xi

that praised the Southeast Asian
nation for coming to its defense over
the sea row.

“When China acted to safeguard its
territorial sovereignty and maritime
interests and was devoted to resolving
related disputes through peaceful
negotiation, Cambodia did not hesi-
tate to speak out to uphold justice,”
the Chinese president wrote in the
article published by Cambodia’s
Rasmei Kampuchea newspaper. He
also described the two nations’ friend-
ship as “beaming with new vitality”
and enjoying “deep political trust and
win-win economic cooperation”. Large
portraits of the Chinese leader and
Cambodia’s King Norodom Sihamoni
were erected along the streets of the
capital Phnom Penh ahead of the two-
day visit, which is Xi’s first there as
president.

At least 28 pacts, including deals to
boost the sale of Cambodian agricul-
tural products to China, will be signed
during a meeting between Xi and the
premier yesterday. China is Cambodia’s
top foreign investor and has given the
country billions of dollars in grants and

low-interest loans during Hun Sen’s 31-
year rule. In July it offered Cambodia
nearly $550 million in aid, days after
the kingdom was accused of under-
mining regional unity over South China

Sea disputes. When Xi visited
Cambodia in 2009 as vice president,
the two countries signed 14 bilateral
agreements worth $1.2 billion dollars
in aid and loans to Cambodia. — AFP

Cambodia embraces China’s President Xi on state visit

MANILA:  Firebrand Phi l ippine
President Rodrigo Duterte heads to
China next week seeking billions of
dollars in investments and buckets of
respect, as he pivots angrily away from
tradit ional  al ly  the United States.
Chinese President Xi Jinping is set to
give the mercurial leader a warm wel-
come, after Duterte threatened to end
a decades-long al l iance with the
United States and gave Beijing a timely
boost in its quest for more control over
the strategically vital South China Sea.
Duterte, 71, has said he is trying to
wean the Philippines off an unhealthy
reliance on its former colonial ruler,
although he has signalled the shift is
also due to his outrage at US criticism
of his deadly war on crime.

Analysts believe Duterte’s attraction
to a rising China is typical of his ultra-
pragmatic governing style, following
repeated speeches from him highlight-
ing what he believes is the United
States’ diminishing economic and mili-
tary might. “He is a results-oriented
person, Machiavellian, too,” University
of the Philippines political science pro-
fessor Clarita Carlos told AFP.  “The guy
knows if he can find markets for our
bananas,  pineapples,  and create
employment, whether it’s China, Russia
or Mali, that’s where we are going.
Whatever works.”

Duterte is bringing along a delega-
t ion of  hundreds of  businessmen,
including many of the Philippines’
most powerful tycoons, in a bid to cap-
italize on the warming of relations that
have taken place due to his efforts to
placate Beijing on the South China Sea
row. China claims nearly all  of the

strategically vital sea, even waters
approaching the Philippines and other
Southeast Asian nations, and has in
recent years built artificial islands in
the disputed areas that are capable of
hosting military bases.

Chinese anger 
Duterte’s  predecessor,  Benigno

Aquino, infuriated Beijing by challeng-
ing it on a range of fronts. Aquino
allowed American troops to be sta-
tioned in the Philippines, launched
joint patrols in the sea, filed a legal
case at a UN-backed tribunal, repeat-
edly raised the issue at regional sum-
mits and refused to hold direct negoti-
ations with Beijing. In July, 12 days
after Duterte took office, the interna-
tional tribunal handed the Philippines
a surprisingly resounding victory, rul-
ing that China’s claims to most of the
sea had no legal basis and that its arti-
ficial island-building was illegal.

But, instead of using the verdict to
pressure China as Aquino would have
done, Duterte sought to mend ties
with Beijing. He also launched a sus-
tained verbal assault on the United
States, scrapping the joint patrols as
well as a series of annual war games.
During the election campaign, Duterte
said he was willing to “set aside” the
South China Sea dispute in return for
China building a railway through the
impoverished southern Phil ippine
region of Mindanao. He also said it was
not in the nation’s interest to insist on
its claim over Scarborough Shoal, a
fishing ground within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone that China
seized in 2012.  “Let’s just not dwell on

Scarborough because we cannot fight
them,” Duterte said this week.

Respect 
Duterte has also signalled he wants

to go to Beijing to enjoy some respect,
following relentless criticism from the
West about al leged extrajudicial
killings in his war on crime. More than
3,300 people have been killed in the
crackdown, and US President Barack
Obama has been among the many crit-
ics to express concern about an appar-
ent breakdown in the rule of  law.
“Eventually I might in my term, break
up with America. I would rather go to
Russia or to China. Even if we do not
agree with their ideology, they have
respect for  the people.  Respect is
important,” Duterte said this month. 

He also said he hoped to visit Russia
soon after China. Maritime law expert
Jay Batongbacal warned Duterte’s
approach was a big gamble for the
Philippines, with China the only sure
winner at this stage. Duterte “is taking
a huge r isk,  betting al l  on China’s
goodwill and beneficence without the
insurance provided by the diversified,
multilateral support of historical and
tradit ional  fr iends and al l ies” ,
Batongbacal ,  a  University  of  the
Philippines law professor, wrote this
week. Still, it is too early for China to
claim victory, according to Richard
Javad Heydarian, a regional expert at
De La Salle University in Manila.  “I
won’t be surprised if at some point
Duterte will hedge his bets and pivot
back to the US if he fails to get any sat-
isfactory concession from China,”
Heydarian said. — AFP

Elephants rescued from
SW China water tank

BEIJING: Rescuers in China used helicopters and a digger to
free three wild Asian elephants-including one young calf-from
a water tank where they were helplessly trapped for more
than two days, state media said. Pictures showed the trio lan-
guishing in muddy waters with their trunks raised to breathe
inside a concrete basin just a few meters wide, with the baby
submerged up to its eyes. The young elephant probably fell in
before the adults tried unsuccessfully to help it out, the official
Xinhua news agency cited forestry officials in the southwest-
ern province of Yunnan as saying. 

More than a dozen wild elephants soon surrounded the
tank, becoming agitated after repeated attempts to pull out
their companions using their trunks.  The baby became
increasingly frail, Xinhua said, as heavy rain stalled rescue
efforts on Monday.  “We were worried that the baby elephant
might choke on the water or die from exhaustion,” Xinhua cit-
ed Xiong Chaoyong, deputy manager of Yunnan’s Asian ele-
phant breeding and rescue center as saying. Rescuers used
firecrackers and helicopters to keep the rest of the herd away,
giving a digging machine the chance to smash one wall of the
tank, providing the pachyderms with an escape route. The
digging process took about a half hour and injured the eye of
one of the adults, the Beijing News reported.  The trio trun-
dled away from the site on Tuesday afternoon.  Asian ele-
phants are first-class national protected animals in China, but
poaching has caused their numbers to dwindle to about 300
in the wild. — AFP

Philippines’ Duterte seeks 
money, respect in China

‘He is a results-oriented person, Machiavellian, too’

PHNOM PENH: Chinese President Xi Jinping (left) shakes hands with
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen during a meeting at the Peace Palace in
Phnom Penh yesterday. — AFP

XISHUANGBANNA, China: This picture shows two ele-
phants and a baby elephant trapped in the reservoir after
having fallen inside when drinking water at a farm in
Xishuangbanna, Yunnan province. — AFP
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This file photo taken on
June 11, 2009 shows US
singer Bob Dylan per-
forming during the 37th
AFI Life Achievement
Award: A Tribute to
Michael Douglas at Sony
Pictures in Culver City,
California. — AFP
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Need a pick-me-up? Try a lychee-flavored coffee infused with
jasmine, or a ‘Chardonnay’ espresso served in a wine glass-
whatever your taste, Japan’s swashbuckling baristas are bring-

ing some serious sex appeal to the drink. In a country famous for its
tea, the Japanese are increasingly turning to coffee as a quick-fix to
help ease the daily grind. Hipster cafes are popping up everywhere,
offering exquisitely curated beverages to satisfy even the fussiest of
caffeine addicts. Japan imports over 430,000 tons of coffee a year-
behind only the United States and Germany-and boasts some of the
world’s top baristas.

“The fact that tea culture already existed in Japan has helped culti-
vate an appreciation for coffee as a luxury item,” Miki Suzuki told AFP
after recently being crowned Japan’s champion barista. “Japanese
people have an extremely sensitive palate so they can appreciate sub-
tle differences in flavor,” said the 32-year-old. Suzuki impressed judges
with a nitrogen-charged beverage-a technique often used by craft
beer breweries to get a rich froth-which also had delicate citrus tones.
For added serving style she decanted it into champagne flutes. 

“Actually I didn’t even like coffee at first. Now my goal is to
become the first female barista to win the world title,” she admitted.
Japan has a fine pedigree at the World Barista Championship and
Suzuki will look to emulate 2014 winner Hidenori Izaki at the competi-
tion in Seoul next year, and go one better than Yoshikazu Iwase, the
2016 runner-up. Along with the likes of Suzuki and three-time nation-
al runner-up Takayuki Ishitani, their creativity and panache have made
coffee-making cool. “With a flick of the wrist here and a little bit of flair,
baristas are making coffee sexy,” said Ishitani, adding: “It’s part of a
barista’s job to enchant the customer and be a bit of a smooth opera-
tor, like a bartender. The performance is part of creating an atmos-
phere to please the customer.” Ishitani whipped up a bubbling potion
mixed with dry ice, fragrant herbs and orange honey at the Japan
Barista Championship but insists he is on a “never-ending quest” for
the perfect cup of coffee.

More tea, vicar? 
“It’s all about perseverance,” he added between pouring frothy

cappuccinos at a trendy surf shop in Tokyo’s Daikanyama district.
“Japanese people pay meticulous attention to detail. You’re not com-
peting against other baristas, the battle is against yourself.” The first
documented evidence of tea in Japan dates back to the ninth century,
when Buddhist monks brought it back from China.  However, coffee
only became popular in Japan after World War II, when the country
resumed imports. Starbucks now peddles its wares in more than one
thousand stores in Japan, while bottled and canned coffee sold in
vending machines or convenience stores have long been a cheap
favorite of the busy salaryman.

Despite the fact serious roasters turn their noses up at Starbucks,
Japan has come a long way since the smoke-filled dives of the 1980s

bubble era, which served coffee with antiquated percolators-though
many still survive. Coffee sales have long outstripped those of green
tea and hip new hangouts with latte artists sprouting up in Tokyo and
across Japan could easily be mistaken for New York or London.

“Definitely there is an intense interest in the minutia of coffee-
making in Japan,” said American Scott Conary, one of the judges at
the Japan Barista Championship. “You’re seeing more cafÈs with bet-
ter skills and better coffee.” While Japan’s highly ritualized tea ceremo-
ny is increasingly seen as a remnant of a bygone age, Ishitani doesn’t
take his art too seriously. “I don’t think it’s necessary to drink coffee as
reverently as we do tea,” he said. “Just knock it back-it’s really some-
thing that’s there to help the conversation flow.” — AFP

British film star Benedict Cumberbatch said yesterday
the pressure is on to please diehard comic fans as
he takes on the role of Marvel’s Doctor Strange, a

fictional superhero sorcerer. Speaking in Hong Kong
ahead of the movie’s release later this month,
Cumberbatch said he hoped his first time playing a super-
hero would meet the high bar of enthusiasts.  

“These comics and the films that Marvel make are driv-
en by the people who read them and are fans,”
Cumberbatch said. “It’s very important to us that the fans
are thrilled, that their expectations are met, but most
importantly that they’re exceeded,” he added. With co-
star Tilda Swinton, director Scott Derrickson and Marvel
Studios president Kevin Feige at his side, Cumberbatch
also said playing the character had rubbed off-and he too
wished he could have a superpower. “I’d love to be able to
fly,” he told reporters.

“There’s nothing better than that, and I got to do some
of that in this film.” While in Hong Kong, Cumberbatch
also said he was looking forward to a possible swim in
Hong Kong’s famous Victoria Harbour and eating dim

sum. Cumberbatch, 40, who rose to global stardom play-
ing the title role in the BBC’s hit television detective series
“Sherlock”, did most of his own fight scenes in Dr Strange.
“When I think about the production, a lot of what comes
to mind is Benedict being in physical pain and having to
perform in situations where he’s sparring or fighting and
getting hit and kicked-because that’s what happens when
you do your own fight scenes,” director Derrickson said.

Surreal, reality-bending scenes set in international
locations, including Nepal and New York were featured in
the trailer of the movie, which opens in Hong Kong on
October 27 and November 4 in the US.  Cumberbatch is
the latest of a slew of Hollywood stars to take lead roles in
Marvel movies, including Robert Downey Jr. as Iron Man,
Scarlett Johansson, as Black Widow, and Chris Evans as
Captain America.  Kevin Feige said the British actor had
always been his first choice to play Stephen Vincent
Strange, a neurosurgeon who loses the use of his hands in
a car accident.—AFP

Takayuki Ishitani, who won third place in Japan’s coffee
Barista Championship, makes his brew during the competi-
tion in Tokyo. —AFP photos

Miki Suzuki (right) holds her trophy after being crowned
Japan’s coffee Barista Championship winner as her competi-
tor Takayuki Ishitani (left) looks on during the award ceremo-
ny in Tokyo.

A Japanese woman looks at the dog of another customer as
she drinks her beverage in a coffee shop in Tokyo. 

A Japanese woman looks at the dog of another customer as she drinks her beverage in a coffee shop in Tokyo. 

Espresso yourself! Japan perks up to ‘sexy’ coffee

Cumberbatch feels comic fan 
pressure over superhero role

(From left) Kevin Feige, executive producer of Marvel Studios, British actor
Benedict Cumberbatch, British actress Tilda Swinton and director Scott
Derrickson attend a press conference to promote their latest movie, Marvel’s
‘Doctor Strange’, in Hong Kong yesterday. — AFP
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Bob Dylan, the surprise winner of the
Nobel Prize for Literature yesterday,
became an icon of 1960s countercul-

ture but his voice has reached widely and
evocatively into the American past. The
author of some of rock’s early anthems such
as “The Times They Are A-Changin’,” Dylan
tapped classic folk and gospel songs to reju-
venate defining US forms of story-telling.
Since early in his career the 75-year-old singer
has experimented with the intersection of the
literary and the musical. In one of his most
celebrated songs, “Mr. Tambourine Man,”
Dylan created a literary character after a
drummer he knew from the clubs of New
York’s Greenwich Village. “Like a Rolling
Stone” tore apart pop convention by going
on for more than six minutes, with Dylan’s
steady narration and a touch of R&B interrupt-
ed by the refrain, “How does it feel?” “After
writing that, I wasn’t interested in writing a
novel or a play or anything, like I knew like I
had too much. I wanted to write songs,” Dylan
said later of the song.

“Desolation Row,” which closed his 1965
album “Highway 61 Revisited,” stretched on
for more than 11 minutes and reached into
biblical allusions, while referencing the grow-
ing tumult in urban America.”Highway 61
Revisited” itself reflected an American jour-
ney, referencing the highway that stretches
from Dylan’s home of Minnesota to New
Orleans and the homes of the blues in the
American South. The album was part of a
massive burst of creativity when in a two-year
period Dylan put out three legendary albums,
with the other two being “Bringing It All Back
Home” and “Blonde on Blonde.”

From Minnesota to New York 
The stardom is all a long way from his

humble beginnings as Robert Allen
Zimmerman, born in 1941 in Duluth,
Minnesota. He taught himself to play the har-
monica, guitar and piano. Captivated by the
music of folk singer Woody Guthrie,
Zimmerman changed his name to Bob Dylan
reportedly after the Welsh poet Dylan
Thomas-and began performing in local night-
clubs.After dropping out of college he moved
to New York in 1960. His first album contained
only two original songs, but the 1963 break-

through “The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan” fea-
tured a slew of his own work including the
classic “Blowin’ in the Wind.” 

Armed with a harmonica and an acoustic
guitar, Dylan confronted social injustice, war
and racism, quickly becoming a prominent
civil rights campaigner and recording an
astonishing 300 songs in his first three
years.His interest in civil rights has persisted
and in 1991 he released “Blind Willie McTell,”
one of the best-known songs of his late career
in which Dylan reflects on slavery through the
story of the blues singer of the same name.In
1965, Dylan also was behind a symbolic turn-
ing point in music when he went electric at
the Newport Folk Festival, turning on the
amplifiers for a stunned audience.

As Dylan toured Europe afterward, he was
met with hostility with an audience member
in England even denouncing him as “Judas”
over the betrayal of his folk roots.When Dylan
afterward played in France, the tensions had
become so raw that he even held a news con-
ference with a puppet, to which he would sar-
castically put his ear as if seeking counsel to
reporters’ questions.

Sings ‘like a frog’ 
Despite his massive cultural influence,

Dylan has remained an enigmatic presence.
With his gravelly tone, he has long won

acclaim in spite of rather than because of his
voice. “Critics have been giving me a hard
time since Day One. Critics say I can’t sing. I
croak. Sound like a frog,” Dylan said last year
in an unexpected career-spanning speech as
he accepted a lifetime award at the Grammys.
His relationship with crowds is borders on
indifferent to hostile, with Dylan steadfastly
refusing to please audiences by rolling out his
hits. Performing Friday at the inaugural Desert
Trip festival of rock elders in California, Dylan
did not say a word to the crowd and kept his
back turned, not allowing overhead footage

of him for the majority of the audience that
could not see.

In one turn that surprised fans, Dylan-
raised a secular Jew-became a born-again
Christian in the late 1970s after taking up
Bible study following his divorce from his first

wife, Sara. Dylan soon played down the
Christianity, saying his conversion had been
hyped by the media that he was agnostic at
heart.  He raised controversy again when he
played in 1985 at the Live Aid concerts for
Ethiopian famine relief and told the crowd
that he wished “a little bit” of the money
could go to American farmers struggling to
pay their mortgages.

His quip quickly created momentum as
Willie Nelson and other artists set up Farm
Aid, a still-running US festival to raise money
for farmers. Dylan has remained active and
tours regularly. In 2012, he released an album
full of dark tales of the American past called
“Tempest,” raising speculation it would be his
finale, in an echo of Shakespeare’s last play of
the same name. But Dylan has kept up his
prolific output. Earlier this year he released his
37th studio album, his second in a row devot-
ed to pop standards popularized by Frank
Sinatra. — AFP

In this May 29, 2012,
file photo, President
Barack Obama 
presents rock legend
Bob Dylan with a
Medal of Freedom
during a ceremony at
the White House in
Washington.
— AP/AFP Photos

Books by US songwriter Bob Dylan who was announced the laureate of the 2016 Nobel Prize
in Literature are displayed at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Sweden, yesterday. 

This file photo taken
on July 4, 1978
shows US poet and
folk singer Bob
Dylan performing
in Paris.

This April 27, 1965, file photo, shows
Singer Bob Dylan in London.

This file photo taken on April 25, 2011
shows US poet and folk singer Bob Dylan
performing during the Bluesfest music fes-
tival near Byron Bay.



L i f e s t y l e
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2016

Robbery victim 
Kardashian
takes back control

After a traumatic robbery which saw her tied up at gun-
point, no one expected US reality star and social media
queen Kim Kardashian to spring immediately back into

the limelight. But the normally prolific tweeter hasn’t posted
online since the October 3 incident in Paris, prompting specula-
tion that the hiatus is part of a careful strategy to stage-manage
her recovery from the horrifying ordeal.  The multimillionaire,
who was in the French capital for Paris Fashion Week, was
locked in a bathroom while five robbers posing as police stole a
$4.5 million ring and a case of jewelry valued at $5.6 million.

Kardashian, 35, flew back to Los Angeles to be comforted
by family, halting her part in filming for reality show “Keeping
Up with the Kardashians,” according to entertainment cable
station E!. A fixture of celebrity news for more than a decade,
the star earns an estimated $1 million a month from her social
media engagement, mainly through product endorsements
and promotion of her own brand. But her 84 million followers
on Instagram and 48 million on Twitter, many of whom have
been asking questions about her security arrangements, have
been denied her version of events. Meanwhile Kardashian
matriarch Kris Jenner has been marshaling specialist firms to
discuss better security for Kim and her other daughters,
Kourtney, 37, Khloe, 32, Kendall, 20, and Kylie, 19, according to
gossip website TMZ.

‘Master strategist’ 
Observers say Jenner has likely also taken the opportunity

to sit down with the clan and draw up a meticulous plan for
Kim’s comeback, including the timing of her return to social
media. “They wouldn’t be Kardashians if they didn’t use this to
their advantage,” Rob Shuter, a former Hollywood publicist for
Jennifer Lopez, Jessica Simpson and others, who now runs
NaughtyGossip.com, told AFP. “So they are certainly sitting
down with their people and Kris Jenner is a master strategist
herself.” Shuter said several television networks had been
clamoring to secure an exclusive interview with Kim.

“E! and NBC are owned by the same company so I would
guess she’ll get a prime-time special on NBC,” he said, adding
that Kardashian was an expert in generating anticipation
among her fans and would make a “very dramatic” return to
social media. “It will probably be a picture of a shadow or a
poem or inspirational quote by Maya Angelou. Then there will
be a countdown to the big sit-down interview,” he told AFP.
Shuter says Kardashian’s reported $1 million a month earnings
from social media is likely a “conservative” estimate, meaning
that she will not be able to stay offline for long.

‘Wake-up call’ 
“I don’t think anyone is going to sue her after such a horri-

ble incident, but technically she is probably in violation of a
contract as we speak,” he told AFP. “Because I think in those
contracts that I’ve seen, she has to tweet or post x times a
week. Even if she is not directly promoting the product, just
having her face and her name out there... all that helps.”  E!
quoted an unnamed insider as saying Kardashian was receiv-
ing “some professional counseling” while Khloe Kardashian
told Ellen DeGeneres on Tuesday her sister was “not doing that
well.”“I mean, it’s incredibly traumatic what happened to her,
but our family is super close and great and we’ll get through it
together, and we do appreciate all of your guys’ love and sup-
port and it will take time,” Khloe said.  — AFP

In this June 24, 2015, file photo, Kim Kardashian West
poses during a photo call at the Cannes Lions 2015. — AP

Musician Gene Simmons of
KISS poses with a Japan’s

animation character Astro
Boy in a photo session 

during a news conference
to announce the exhibition

Kiss Expo Tokyo 2016 in
Tokyo yesterday. The 

exhibition displays more
than 100 items of 

memorabilia spanning
over 42 years of the music

band KISS, runs until the
end of October 2016 in

Tokyo. — AFP

There is one Buddhist nun everyone
in Nepal knows by name - not
because she’s a religious icon and a

UNICEF goodwill ambassador, nor for her
work running a girl’s school and a hospital
for kidney patients. Ani Choying Drolma is
famous as one of the country’s biggest
pop stars. With more than 12 albums of
melodious Nepali tunes and Tibetan
hymns that highlight themes of peace and
harmony, the songstress in saffron robes
has won hearts across the Himalayan
nation and abroad. “I am totally against
the conservative, conventional idea of a
Buddhist nun,” the 45-year-old nun said.
Some people “think a Buddhist nun
should be someone who does not come
out in the media so much, who is isolated
... always in a monastery, always shy. But I
don’t believe in that.”

Neither do her fans, who greet her with
a roar of applause whenever she walks out
on stage, and fall silent as she closes her
eyes to sing. “Every time I get frustrated
with life or get angry, I just listen to Ani’s
music and I calm down,” said one fan,
Sunil Tuladhar. “She is my music goddess.”
But with a career deviating sharply from
what conservatives in Nepal believe to be
the proper path of a Buddhist,  she’s
caught criticism as well. One Buddhist
monk at the famed Swayambhu Shrine
questioned how she can reconcile the sim-
ple life of a religious ascetic with the fame
and wealth she’s amassed over her two-
decade musical career.

Religious songs
“How can a nun be making money by

selling her voice, living a luxurious life and
yet claim she is a nun?” Surya Shakya
asked. Despite her fame, Drolma looks
every bit the typical Nepalese Buddhist
nun, with her hair shaved short and an
ever-present smile. She travels the world
giving concerts in countries including the
United States, Brazil, China and India.
Popular composer Nhyoo Bajracharya,
who has worked with Drolma, describes
her music as a fusion of traditional Tibetan
and Nepali styles. “They are religious

songs, slow rock with flavors of blues and
jazz combined,” he said.

But Drolma believes her singing goes
beyond delivering a catchy tune. Her 2004
hit “Phoolko Aankhama,” which means
“Eyes of the Flower” in the Nepali lan-
guage, features lyrics that touch on reli-
gious teachings: “May my heart always be
pure/May my words be always word of
wisdom/May the sole of my feet never kill
an insect.” Her singing offers listeners a
way to practice meditation and “is about
invoking a spiritual quality,” she said in a
recent interview with the Associated Press.
“That is what I rejoice in.”

She refused to say how much money
she has earned from album sales and con-
certs, but said she donates much of it to
education charities through her Nun’s
Welfare Foundation and runs a kidney
hospital.  Stil l ,  compared with most
Nepalese living in this impoverished
mountain nation, Drolma lives like a rock
star - with a luxury car and a new home in
an upscale neighborhood of the capital of
Kathmandu. “It is a very conservative point
of view thinking that a nun should be poor
and wearing rags. That’s a wrong atti-

tude,” she said. “My concerts make very
good money, my CD sales make very good
money, and I think that helps me to afford
such comfortable life.”

Humble lives
Drolma said she was 13 when her

mother allowed her to join the Nagi
Gompa nunnery to escape from an abu-
sive father. She also dreaded getting mar-
ried, as she would likely have been forced
to do as it was the custom in Nepal at the
time. “I had the impression that getting
married was the worst thing to do in life,”
she said. At the nunnery, just north of
Kathmandu, she learned to chant the
Buddhist scriptures. But while most recited
the lines quickly, she stood out - chanting
melodiously and drawing the other nuns’
admiration. In 1994, American musician
Steve Tibbetts visited the nunnery and,
being impressed with her voice, recorded
her singing. He returned after receiving
interest from US record companies, and
recorded Drolma’s first album, “Cho,”
released in 1997. The album royalties and
performance fees that came after left
Drolma a bit stunned. — AP

Nepal’s most popular Buddhist
nun is a musical rock star

Buddhist nun and musician Ani Choying Drolma, center, performs during a
concert in Mumbai, India. — AP photos
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Tai chi, mahjong and karaoke are on the
menu alongside more traditional offer-
ings such as sailing at Club Med’s new

resort on the Chinese island of Hainan, as the
French holiday group-now Chinese-owned-
adapts its European formula for the market.
The all-inclusive village near the resort town
of Sanya is the company’s fourth in China, and
it is in talks to open around 15 more in the
next four years. It is something of a reversal of
how firms usually target Chinese travellers,
with Club Med seeking to bring its model to
tourists within the Middle Kingdom, rather
than draw them to other countries.

On a 12-hectare (30-acre) beachside estate
complete with multiple pools, the emblemat-
ic “Gentils Organisateurs” or “GOs”-”Gentle
Organizers”-recreate the tried and true Club
Med recipe of sports activities, supervised
childcare, and unlimited food and drink. On a
stretch of sand dotted with huts and palm
trees, Shu Qi, a polo-shirted Beijinger in his
fifties, admired the ocean with his elderly par-
ents, wife and three-year-old son. “It’s a
change from crowded beaches! It’s ideal for
families,” he said, noting how those near
downtown Sanya were notoriously swarmed
and often plagued by noisy construction.

Shu discovered Club Med while visiting the
Maldives.  “It’s very practical, as the price is all-
inclusive with meals, and the international
atmosphere is good for the children,” he said.
The cheapest of the 384 rooms available at
the new Hainan site go for 2,300 yuan ($340)
a night. Club Med CEO Henri Giscard
d’Estaing, son of the former French president
Valery, told AFP: “We’re aiming at a high-end
clientele, a portion of whom have already
experienced Club Med while abroad.”

Exile vacation 
Once a place of exile, Hainan island, China’s

southernmost province, has become a popu-
lar tourist destination, particularly in winter. In
a country where family remains important but
workers’ annual holiday quotas are often limit-
ed, “the French concept of vacation villages
meets the needs of the Chinese very well”,
said Qian Jiannong, vice president of Chinese
conglomerate Fosun, which bought Club Med
last year. After establishing its first winter
sports village in China in 2010, Club Med set
up shop amid the stunning karst scenery of
Guilin, before opening a beach vacation vil-

lage on an island in the Pearl River delta
between Hong Kong and Macau. Now the
country is Club Med’s biggest market outside
France, with some 200,000 clients expected
this year and forecasting annual growth of 20
percent. After criss-crossing the globe to col-
lect trophy selfies at major sites, some well-off
Chinese travellers are now turning towards
more relaxed staycations.  A Chinese hotel
industry overcrowded with establishments
that all look alike and designed for business
clientele has left Club Med an opportunity,
said Giscard d’Estaing. 

But it faces rivalry from competitors, both
foreign-such as France’s Pierre & Vacances,
owner of Center Parcs-and domestic. Sanya
tourism was “a very particular seasonal and
regional market” Xiao Yimin, research director
at Shanghai Fosea Capital, told AFP, adding
that Club Med’s success there “doesn’t reflect
the maturity of the whole Chinese market, but
only a huge concentration of family travelling
in one place at seasonal times”. With out-
bound tourism growth slowing, competition
between providers within China for middle
class tourists will increase, he added, and the
future might not be as rosy.

Karaoke rooms 
Club Med has sought to adapt to local

tastes. In Sanya, there are seven karaoke
rooms-always fully booked-and three mah-
jong parlours, as well as a 24-hour noodle bar,
and tai chi lessons have been developed to
appeal to people in their 30s who rarely prac-
tice the discipline. Clients are around two-
thirds mainland Chinese, and the rest primari-
ly South Korean or Taiwanese.  Under the
coconut trees, multi-generational family clans
gather as well as couples spoiling their only
child without dropping their smartphones.

Families are initially “reluctant to let their
kids go off alone to activities, and when they
see a GO sit down at their table, they find it
inappropriate”, but soon adapt, said Rachel
Mondre, head of customer services. Tanning,
too, is out of the question for the Chinese, who
have a traditional preference for pale skin.   The
group faces other cultural challenges, acknowl-
edged Jason Wen, a tai chi teacher who works
at the village. “People in China are not used to
the concept of holiday resorts,” he said. “Club
Med might bring progressively a change, but it
will be a slow, very slow process.” — AFP

Tourists take part in a yoga session on the beach at the Club Med resort in Sanya. Tourists wearing life jackets enjoy the beach side at the Club Med resort.

Beaches, skiing and tai chi: 
Club Med, Chinese style

Tourists look at their phones as they sit in lounge chairs by the beach at the Club Med resort.

A mother is using a leash to keep her child nearby at a beach at the Club Med resort in
Sanya.
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Ingredients 
Start to finish: 20 minutes

Servings: 6 to 8

1 large head cauliflower
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon finely minced garlic
2 tablespoons capers, drained
Coarse or kosher salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
4 anchovies, rinsed and minced
Splash dry white wine

1 cup less-sodium vegetable or chicken broth
1/2 cup flat-leaf parsley or 1 cup baby arugula leaves, roughly
chopped (optional)

Preparation 
Cut the cauliflower into small florets. Heat the olive oil in a

large Dutch oven or heavy stockpot over medium high heat.
Add the cauliflower and cook, stirring occasionally until it
starts to lightly brown in some spots. Shove the cauliflower to
one side and add the garlic, capers, and anchovies so that they
hit the bottom of the pan, and season with salt and pepper.
Stir into the olive oil until the garlic turns golden and you can

smell everything. Stir the mixture into the cauliflower, and sea-
son with salt and pepper, so the anchovy mixture coats the
vegetables.

Pour in the wine and give everything a stir. Add the broth and
bring to a simmer. Cover the pan, and reduce the heat so the liq-
uid remains at a simmer. Cook until the cauliflower is just tender
but not mushy, from 8 to 10 minutes. If there is more than 1/2 cup
liquid left, remove the cauliflower with a slotted spoon and sim-
mer the remaining liquid until there is less than 1/2 cup, then
pour it over the cauliflower. Stir in or sprinkle over the parsley or
arugula (if using). Serve hot or warm. — AP 

By Katie Workman

Any time capers mingle with anchovies and garlic, I’m
happy. You might think these are very strong flavors,
but when they are used sparingly they add a lovely lay-

er of salty/savory flavor to whatever dish they grace. When I
serve this to my family, do I mention that there are anchovies
in it? Nope, I don’t. Do they think it’s delicious? Yup, they do.

The cauliflower is browned in the pan before it’s braised,
and don’t cook it too long in the liquid or it will lose its great,

firm texture. If you want a vegetarian version, do skip the
anchovies and use vegetable broth. I was making this for the
second time when I realized I didn’t have fresh parsley, so I
grabbed a bag of baby arugula from the fridge and it was a
happy amendment. In fact, it made me realize that chopped
arugula is a great alternative to chopped parsley on any num-
ber of dishes, offering a different slightly bitter and bracing
green note. I’ll be keeping arugula on hand for just this pur-
pose.

COOKING ON DEADLINE: 

Braised Cauliflower
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The strength of
visualization

By Zaineb Arndt

We hear so much about the strength of visualization.
How, what you imagine in your mind appears in
your reality. This also holds true to our health. If we

imagine ourselves enduring that last workout set, we will. If
we imagine ourselves giving up, we will. It’s through
thought that a push-up can feel like a strain on our heart or
a beautiful challenge. When we choose to think that we
want junk food that is salty rather than healthy foods with
naturally salty ingredients, such as zaatar, sumac, seaweed,
etc, we are allowing a disconnection between how we want
our bodies to look and how we treat it. When the focus
shifts from feeding cravings that have been dampened by
negative food to eating all the colors of the rainbow; rich in
nutrients, we begin to reset our relationship with food to
how nature intended.

Every choice in your life should be a step forward
towards nourishing your mind, body and soul. Food strong-
ly effects all these aspects in our lives. So, why not get back
to basics and allow it to positively feed all our senses? We
are visual creatures. The more beautiful our surroundings
are, the happier we feel. The more beautiful we are internal-
ly, the greater we feel. Therefore our plates should reflect
that. After all, who wouldn’t want to be filled with vibrant,
fresh, hydrating colors? 

Colorful, healthy, clean food rarely comes packaged with
an ingredient list that makes your eyes squint. If it doesn’t
sound like a melody when you read it, it is not going to be
music to your digestion either. Unless you would like a
heavy rock, metal, dubstep parade rollercoastering its way
through you, skip it!

There is no natural ingredients as spongy as cake, thank-
fully! If we really look at a sugar-filled cake, as in really look
at it; trying to recognize ingredients in it that bring life to
our bodies, does it really seem appealing enough to con-
sume? Or wouldn’t you rather leave it alone and if your eyes
really want to take a gander, imagine a miniature version of
yourself, bouncing on the slice, sliding down the frosting
and throwing it around at other miniatures. But to actually
eat it? Pass. 

Cravings for specific non-nourishing foods are under-
standable but that is all they are, cravings. They shall pass. If
you really want something sweet, there are so many choic-
es from fruits to honey. The options are absolutely stun-
ning. Grown by our earth, hydrated by our skies, fed by our
sun and pollinated by our bees. What we have, in its already
true form, is pretty magical.

It is more enjoyable asking yourself “what color is missing
on my plate?” rather than asking “how will I justify this?” or
“how will I exercise this off?” It is much more fun searching
for another shade to join the tribe as opposed to peaking at
where in your body the food would like to pitch a tent. So
the more we connect our eyes with our food, searching for a
variety of natural colors, we cause a positive ripple effect of
treating our eyes, minds, bodies and souls to beauty that will
resonate within us and reflect outwardly. Yay!

Ingredients 
Start to finish: 1 hour 15 minutes
Servings: 4
14-ounce package extra-firm water-packed tofu
1/4 cup fresh orange juice
1/4 cup water
2 tablespoons hoisin
1 tablespoon soy sauce
2 tablespoons chili-garlic sauce
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon sesame oil
4 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided
1 red bell pepper, cored and cut into thin strips
6 cups medium broccoli florets, blanched until crisp-tender, then
drained
2 teaspoons minced fresh ginger
2 teaspoons minced garlic
Brown rice, cooked, to serve
Toasted cashews, to garnish

Preparation 
Cut the block of tofu in half horizontally to create 2 thick slabs.

Wrap each slab in a clean kitchen towel and place on a plate.
Place a second plate on top of the tofu, then weigh it down with
several heavy cans. Press in this manner for 30 minutes to drain
water from the tofu and firm it up. Unwrap the tofu and cut each
slab into 1/2-inch pieces. Set aside.

In a medium bowl, whisk together the orange juice, water,
hoisin, soy sauce, chili-garlic sauce, cornstarch and sesame oil. Set
aside. In a large nonstick or stick-resistant skillet over medium-
high, heat 1 1/2 tablespoons of the vegetable oil. Add half of the
tofu pieces, sprinkle with salt, then cook, stirring occasionally,
until golden brown on all sides, 8 to 10 minutes. Use a slotted
spoon to transfer the tofu to a medium bowl. Repeat with anoth-
er 1 1/2 tablespoons of oil and the remaining tofu.

Return the skillet to the heat and add the remaining 1 table-
spoon of oil. Add the red pepper and cook, stirring, until it is
almost tender, about 3 minutes. Add the broccoli and cook for 2
minutes. Add the ginger and garlic and cook, stirring, for 1
minute. Whisk the sauce in the bowl to make certain the corn-
starch is dissolved, then add to the skillet, whisking. Bring to a boil
to thicken, then add the tofu and cook just until heated through.
Arrange a mound of rice on each of 4 serving plates, then top
with the tofu mixture and cashews. — AP 

By Sara Moulton

My mom started traveling abroad when I was in high
school. And after each of her trips, we cooked a meal
from the country she’d just visited. It was after her

trip to Italy that I became a huge fan of veal. Veal, of course, is
notoriously bland, so what’s the appeal? I love it because it
functions mostly as a firm landing strip for the delicious sauce
of your choice, and I’m a nut for sauces. Recently, I figured out
that tofu plays the same role for vegetarians as veal does for
carnivores.

Made from soybeans, water and a coagulant, tofu is
notably healthy - low in calories, devoid of saturated fat and a
great source of protein, calcium and iron. But there’s the little
matter of tofu’s flabby texture and its flavor (or lack thereof),
which is why I’ve always shied away from the stuff. It turns out,
though, that properly prepared tofu is a great sponge for fla-
vor, a natural fact exploited to good effect in this light entree
for the new year.

The first step is to lose the excess water in tofu, which will -
Duh! - water down your dish. So you force out the excess
water by putting a weighted plate on top of the tofu and let it
press and drain for about 30 minutes. The tofu becomes firmer
and less watery the longer you press it. This also ensures that
when you cook it, the tofu will have a springy texture and a
crispy exterior.

The crispy slices of tofu are a wonderful foil for this recipe’s
intense chili-orange sauce. The sauce is complemented with
broccoli and red pepper. Serve it on brown rice and you’re
looking at a one-dish meal, light but filling. My husband, a die-
hard carnivore, had no idea that this was a healthy vegetarian
dish. He just scarfed it down and said thank you.

The secret to great tofu
is all in the pressing

SAUTEED TOFU WITH BROCCOLI AND
RED PEPPERS IN CHILI-ORANGE SAUCE
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Travel
48 hours inBucharest: 
From ‘little Paris’  to ‘new Berlin’

B
udapest? No, Bucharest! Years after taking the back seat to next-door neighbour Budapest,

Romania’s edgy and opportune capital is now touted as the ‘new Berlin’. A city of contrasts,

where staunch Orthodoxy coexists with vibrant nightlife, Bucharest sets itself apart by a mix of

Balkan and Latin spirit, speaking a Romance language in a hotbed of Slavic neighbours.

Dusting off its communist past following decades of transition, Bucharest is increasingly popular for

visitors travelling through Eastern Europe. Many come to one of Europe’s most affordable capitals

for the gaudy 1100-room Palace of Parliament, the second-largest administrative building in the

world that stands as a testament of Romania’s power-hungry dictator. But considering a slew of

interesting museums, parks and trendy al fresco cafes peering from art nouveau villas, factor in at

least two days before you dash off to Transylvania.
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Day 1
Morning

Start with a stroll along Calea Victoriei, lurching with belle
Èpoque sensations and upscale boutiques. Bucharest’s oldest
artery is arguably its most revealing. From the stately
Cantacuzino Palace (today housing the George Enescu
Museum) to the grandeur of the Romanian Athenaeum, bor-
dering the scar-marked Revolution Square, it’s clear why the
Romanian capital was once dubbed ‘little Paris’. Crowning
wide, tree-lined boulevards, the city even boasts its very own
Triumphal Arch.

But Bucharest is best enjoyed from the seat of a garden ter-
race, watching life go by. Contributing to a long-standing cafe
culture, the Garden of Eden (facebook.com/gradinaeden107) -
so appropriately called - boasts a vast urban garden seemingly
veiled behind Stirbei Palace, complete with swings and ham-
mocks. Come fall, sip your coffee inside the covered terrace
whose artsy-industrial design scores extra points.

Afternoon
Before you set off into the maze-like streets of the Old

Town, refuel with hearty Romanian fare at Caru’ cu Bere,
Bucharest’s oldest beer house. Despite the tourist crowds, this
stained-glass architectural landmark from 1897 is worth a
stop, both for the food and occasional song-and-dance tradi-
tional performances.

With your belly full of beer and ciorb? (the customary sour
soup), journey on the cobblestone streets of Lipscani, the area
named after the many German merchants from Leipzig once
retailing here. With quirky street names redolent of the crafts-
men of yesteryear - such as Blanari (furriers), Covaci (black-
smiths) and Gabroveni (knife makers) - the pedestrian district
will keep you entertained for hours.

On the left as you exit the restaurant, notice the Orthodox
Stravropoleos Church, a magnificent example of
Brancovenesc style built by Greek monks in the 1700s. Head to
the tranquil garden in the back for the masterfully carved
arcades and a few minutes of silence. Moving on, the discreet
courtyard of Strada Hanul cu Tei unravels a heap of art gal-
leries and antique shops. Also in the vicinity is the Old Princely
Court, built in the 15th century by the infamous Vlad Tepes,
more widely known as Count Dracula.

But if you’d rather seek the modern, there’s plenty on that
front to keep you busy. Envisioned as a cultural habitat where
one can retreat to read and savour organic food and drinks,
Carturesti Carusel library (carturesticarusel.ro) - an Instagram
magnet in the Old Town - is an impressive six-level structure in
a restored 19th-century house. Next door, the brought-to-
new-life Gabroveni Inn (arcub.ro/arcub-gabroveni) is the capi-
tal’s newfangled cultural centre (renamed ARCUB), often host-
ing free exhibitions and events. Finally, take a peek inside the
oldest operating hotel in Bucharest, Manuc’s Inn (hanul-
luimanuc.ro). Here, the picturesque balconied courtyard acts
as a perfect backdrop for fairs and folkloric acts, while also
housing a restaurant, a few bars and a coffee shop.

Evening
Closing in a tireless afternoon of Old Town crawling, cool

off with an Aperol Spritz at Bordello (bordellos.ro), a 3-in-1
hotspot thanks to its gastro pub, 1930s speakeasy and
cabaret. Whether you start with Foreplay snacks or Quickies,
you can wine, dine and get your groove on, all in the same
building. Bucharest is known for its nightlife, and Lipscani is
where the action is. Try club-hopping on the adjacent streets,
a pastime that in Bucharest goes on well after midnight, or
hop over to newcomer Energiea (energiea.ro) for some of the
city’s most ingenious cocktails.
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Day 2
Morning

Start the day right at Origo Coffee Shop (origocoffee.ro), a
speciality store offering the best brew in town, along with
breakfast snacks and herbal teas (return at dusk for an intro-
duction to Romanian wines, accompanied by an assortment of
local cheeses and cold cuts). Properly energised, take advan-
tage of one of the best English-language bookstores in Eastern
Europe, at Anthony Frost on Calea Victoriei; it’s stocked with
several titles on Romania.

If weather permits, hop on a 20-minute taxi ride north
(around €3) for a unique morning outdoors at the National
Village Museum. Here you can witness a page of Romanian
rural life and a display of a few dozen peasant homes, barns,
wooden churches and mills from all regions of the country.

Stroll past tall-roofed houses, with beautifully crafted shingles
and doorways, in a bucolic setting on the shores of Herastrau
Lake.

Afternoon
Following the nature walk, make your way back south to

Fabrica Club (fabrica-club.ro), one of Bucharest’s most popular
hangout spots. Promoting an alternative lifestyle and with an
underground vibe, the former communist-era sock factory
(Fabrica translates as ‘factory’) is first and foremost a restaurant.
Start with a lunch on the outdoor terrace.

Afterwards allocate a few hours to exploring the various
parts of this industrial haunt claiming to be the world’s first
‘plub’ (club and pub), complete with a skate park, climbing
zone and game room. After dark, rock, electro and hip-hop fans

can rock it out at B52 (fabrica-club.ro/extreme/b52-the-
club.html), where concerts are often staged.

Evening
Your last night in Bucharest should take you back to the city

centre, rubbing shoulders with art directors and creative types.
Go fortagliatelle nero di seppia with salmon at Alt Shift (alt-
shift.ro), where industrial Brooklyn meets Berlin vibes. To follow
the Italian theme, give in to a scoop of bio gelato at Puro & Bio
(facebook.com/Puro.Bio.Romania), the first artisanal ice-cream
maker in Romania. End the night on Smardan Street, where the
trendy Nomad Skybar offers panoramic city views and an
unbeatable atmosphere. (www.lonelyplaney.com) 
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates00976

Your psychic radar is hypersensitive, making it easy to quickly jump to a
wrong conclusion today. Allowing more time between your gut reaction
and your actual response is wise because a dynamic Mercury-Mars square
can instigate conflict. A simple misunderstanding might provoke angry
words if you’re unable to hold your tongue. Avoid arguments over
insignificant differences while staying alert to deeper power struggles that
could develop over the days ahead. Nevertheless, protecting your territory
may not be as constructive as cultivating peace.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Universities, countries and individuals have been working
on mind control for a very long time. The evolution of this work may fasci-
nate you and it may be something you could become interested in
enough to help with future development. This may mean you are very
good at creating tests that work well in surveys. You will be able to do a
survey on the age of the best absorption and expression of mind control,
etc. This work may be used to benefit long flights in space, loosing weight,
finding lost individuals and manipulating the mind to help in finding the
truth or disabling an enemy. The internet is a wonderful place in which to
begin your search. Refreshed and refurbished this evening you could go
dancing. Romance is important tonight.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You may find yourself in deep concentration today. Pace yourself, making
sure to take your breaks and to move around and get a little exercise. This
may be a challenging day in which opportunities open up for you to use
your skills and expertise to solve problems and feel successful. At home
this evening you have a lot of energy for making improvements in your
surroundings or life situations. You are motivated to improve. There could
be some hard feelings, especially from young persons. You will be remark-
ably calm, however. Remember, if you are providing the home, you are the
boss. Gently remind the young person that you remember being young
and it is okay to test your rules but you have the last word. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

There are many more rewarding days this month than chal-
lenging. You will be enjoying the rewards of your efforts, even though it
may only be the good feeling that comes when you do your best. This is a
good day. Everything conspires to value and brings out your unique and
unusual qualities. You may find that someone close to you is supportive of
your ideas. You could become very inventive. There is a desire to explore
all kinds of new horizons. This is a fine time to take off for a vacation or just
take the time to relax. You may be looking for a guided adventure and a
neighbor friend may have just the right idea for you. Time away from regu-
lar responsibilities may give you new insight and appreciation of just
where you are in life. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

If you need a loan you will have positive results now
through the twenty-first of this month. This is a great time to be with oth-
ers and to work together. Taking care of business is a major theme at this
time. You crave organization and you want to get things accomplished.
You aim to have a place for everything and everything in its place. Health
and work goals take on a greater importance for you. Your inner resources
and emotions are accented. Expect a sense of support and concern from
those around you. Some of your friends or groups who share some of your
basic beliefs may be a little eccentric. You enjoy the mental stimulation
and love to share stories of recent travels. You have an interest in travel
trailers and may be planning a new trip.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Challenges provide you with many choices and this is one
of those days when you need to think before you make a choice. There are
breakthroughs in understanding when you view a situation from a differ-
ent angle. Stay focused and you will not become sidetracked. You may
have to bide your time before you can take a turn at getting your thoughts
across to others. There is the possibility of new visions or sudden insights
that would change your thinking. Banking opportunities may be helpful at
this time. New ways to invest, save, store or in general update your finan-
cial affairs are a real plus at this time. As you talk with friends this evening,
subjects such as philosophy or religion can be very uplifting and may turn
your imagination to full tilt. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

This is a time during which you may be able to come up
with some fun ideas to help others learn quickly. Not originally yours
perhaps, but because you read a great deal you may be able to pass on
some ideas you have read lately. Japan would like their citizens to be
familiar with its annual review and since it is just under 500 pages the
report is issued in comic-book form. This is not a bad idea for helping the
vast majority grasp an idea or a project in the workplace. You will have
similar ideas and it may not be just for the office-perhaps at home as
well. It is a good way to teach or orientate others. This evening brings
about a great time to reflect and plan. A good conversation with those

you love is possible. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You may find that both your personal growth and your
career may depend upon how you can handle the very sensitive psycho-
logical material that may be coming up now. You will benefit from ana-
lytical insights, getting to the heart of things-penetrating. Your mind
may be very clear now and your thoughts brought to a sharp focus. It is
easy to organize your thoughts and communication of all kinds can be
beneficial. Your thoughts count now-use your mind. One co-worker that
has given you conflicting messages may just be trying to get your atten-
tion. Take some time to be with this person to gain a new understand-
ing-perhaps a lunch or some break time together. Your dreams are simi-
lar; you could become good friends. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Others may make it difficult for you to express yourself
today. You could find that you have a choice of joining with people that
spread doom and gloom or a group of people that create a positive
path. All of this energy is a little passive so you will have to be attentive
to know the difference. Seek the positive path and you shall find it. Take
plenty of breaks and make it a point to plan some wonderfully entertain-
ing activities for this upcoming weekend. You have an excellent ability
to communicate with superiors or describe what you see. Co-workers
may want you to represent a particular division of the company when it
comes to needed improvements. This could be anything from insurance
concerns to plaster on the wall. Relax at home tonight.

There is a more outgoing quality to your life style now.
Besting others in the heat of competition and taking on a leadership role
mean success to you now: second best is not good enough! If this stage
in your life is strong, you might consider political issues and perhaps
political office. You may be able to help represent a person, office or
issue, etc. This particularly pertains to relationships through business or
community concerns. In coming to know another person, forging ties
that bind, you come to a better understanding of yourself. A cycle of
nostalgia and domesticity begins later this afternoon. There is a need for
peaceful people and peaceful surroundings in your personal life . . .
Security and a sense of roots.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

If you want to stay the leading competitor, you will need
to keep up with or perhaps, get ahead of, the competition. You will
review, research or check the internet and the stock reports to find what
will make your developing ideas or proposals work. Take risks and dare
to be a little unconventional. There is good fortune ahead . . . Things
open up in a very natural way for you as you prepare your presentation.
There are plenty of possibilities later today for you to offer your help in
volunteer or part-time work to improve, protect and educate many peo-
ple. This offer and follow-through of helping others is as good for you as
it is for the people you help. You will gain answers to a few of your ques-
tions. You may enjoy relaxing with a favorite pet this evening. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Tear it down and build it up again, reach in and pluck out the offending
element: that’s what the new cycle you have entered is like. Power
becomes a compelling idea, perhaps even an aphrodisiac-and you have
gotten a stronger than usual supply of it now. Use it, do not abuse it.
With all of this energy you may find romance and social interactions take
on a greater significance. When it comes to family you may need to exert
an extra effort to remember that you are no longer at work and your
family will run very well on nurturing and love. The ideal partnership, the
perfect balance, the highest standards of truth and beauty are some of
the things that quicken your pulse now. Relax, put your feet up and lis-
ten to the music of play.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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SPOOKS: THE GREATER GOOD ON OSN MOVIES HD

04:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
05:30 Garage Gold
06:00 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
06:30 How Do They Do It?
07:00 You Have Been Warned
07:50 X-Ray Mega Airport
08:40 Magic Of Science
09:30 Railroad Australia
10:20 Survive That!
11:10 Harley And The Davidsons
12:50 Extreme Car Hoarders
13:40 Built To Survive
14:30 Wheeler Dealers
15:20 Misfit Garage
16:10 Deals, Wheels And Steals
16:35 Deals, Wheels And Steals
17:00 The Island With Bear Grylls:
USA
17:50 The Island With Bear Grylls:
USA
22:00 Wheeler Dealers
22:50 Misfit Garage
23:40 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
00:30 Built To Survive
01:20 Extreme Car Hoarders
02:10 Wheeler Dealers
03:00 Misfit Garage
03:50 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars

07:00 Boyster
07:10 Super Matrak
08:00 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
08:25 K.C. Undercover
08:50 The 7D
09:00 Phineas And Ferb
09:15 Danger Mouse
09:40 Counterfeit Cat
10:05 Star Wars The Resistance
Rises
10:10 Gravity Falls
10:35 Lab Rats
11:00 Supa Strikas
11:50 Danger Mouse
12:20 Annedroids
12:45 Annedroids
13:10 Counterfeit Cat
13:35 K.C. Undercover
14:00 K.C. Undercover
14:30 Gravity Falls
14:55 Lab Rats
15:20 Lab Rats
15:45 Phineas And Ferb
16:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
16:15 Supa Strikas
16:40 Supa Strikas
17:05 Lab Rats
17:30 Danger Mouse
17:55 Kirby Buckets
18:25 K.C. Undercover
18:50 Annedroids
19:15 Gamerʼs Guide To Pretty Much
Everything
19:40 K.C. Undercover
20:05 Counterfeit Cat
20:10 Gravity Falls
20:35 Counterfeit Cat
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Supa Strikas
21:55 K.C. Undercover
22:20 Gamerʼs Guide To Pretty Much
Everything
22:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy
23:10 Marvel Avengers Assemble
23:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
00:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am
KSA

04:10 Pramface
05:10 Doctors
05:40 Eastenders
06:10 Stella
07:00 Holby City
08:00 Doctors
09:00 Eastenders
10:05 Casualty
10:55 New Tricks
13:40 Casualty
14:35 Holby City
15:40 Doctors
16:10 Eastenders
16:40 Stella
19:05 Doctors
19:35 Doctors
20:10 The Coroner
21:05 A Young Doctorʼs Notebook
22:00 The Kettering Incident
22:55 Happy Valley
23:50 The Detectorists
00:20 Hunderby
00:45 Doctors
01:50 The Coroner
02:40 A Young Doctorʼs Notebook
03:05 A Young Doctorʼs Notebook

04:00 Catch A Contractor
06:05 Key And Peele
06:30 Workaholics
06:55 Workaholics
07:20 Tosh.0
08:15 Workaholics
09:30 Key And Peele
09:55 Tosh.0
10:45 Nathan For You
11:10 Nathan For You
11:35 Catch A Contractor
12:00 Tosh.0
12:25 Hungry Investors
13:15 Workaholics
13:40 Key And Peele
14:30 Tosh.0
15:45 Workaholics
16:10 Workaholics
16:35 Tosh.0
17:30 Workaholics
17:55 Nathan For You
18:25 Tosh.0
18:50 Ridiculousness
19:15 Ridiculousness
19:39 Key And Peele
20:27 Coaching Bad
21:13 I Live With Models
21:37 Brotherhood
22:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
22:30 Inside Amy Schumer
22:54 Broad City
23:18 South Park
23:42 Idiotsitter
00:05 Chappelleʼs Show
00:30 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
01:00 Inside Amy Schumer
01:25 TUT
02:15 Broad City
02:40 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah

04:15 The Hive
04:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
05:10 Hank Zipzer
05:35 Binny And The Ghost
06:00 Violetta
06:45 The Hive
06:50 Mouk
07:00 Jessie
07:50 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
08:15 Tsum Tsum Shorts
08:20 Disney Cookabout
08:45 Bunkʼd
09:10 Austin & Ally
09:35 Shake It Up
10:00 A.N.T. Farm
10:50 Thatʼs So Raven
11:40 Good Luck Charlie
12:30 Jessie
12:55 Disney Mickey Mouse
13:00 The 7D
13:15 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
13:40 Hank Zipzer
14:05 Star Darlings
14:10 Austin & Ally
15:00 Liv And Maddie
15:25 Liv And Maddie
15:50 Dog With A Blog
16:15 Jessie
16:40 Bunkʼd
17:05 Star Darlings
17:10 Gravity Falls
17:35 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
18:00 Backstage
18:25 16 Wishes

20:00 Descendants Wicked World
20:05 Best Friends Whenever
20:30 Jessie
20:55 Liv And Maddie
21:20 Austin & Ally
21:45 Backstage
22:10 H2O: Just Add Water
23:00 Binny And The Ghost
23:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
00:10 Hank Zipzer
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Violetta
01:45 The Hive
01:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch

04:10 Henry Hugglemonster
04:20 Calimero
04:35 Zou
04:45 Loopdidoo
05:00 Art Attack
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Calimero
05:50 Zou
06:00 Loopdidoo
06:15 Art Attack
06:35 Henry Hugglemonster
06:50 Calimero
07:00 Zou
07:20 Loopdidoo
07:35 Art Attack
08:00 The Hive
08:10 Zou
08:25 Loopdidoo
08:40 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
09:05 Sofia The First
09:30 PJ Masks
09:40 Goldie & Bear
09:55 Doc McStuffins

10:10 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
10:20 PJ Masks
10:35 Miles From Tomorrow
10:45 Doc McStuffins
11:00 Sofia The First
11:25 The Lion Guard
11:55 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
12:25 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
12:50 The Hive
13:00 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:30 Doc McStuffins
14:00 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
14:15 Sofia The First
14:45 Goldie & Bear
15:15 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
15:45 Doc McStuffins
16:15 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
16:20 The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies
16:50 Miles From Tomorrow
17:15 Sofia The First
17:45 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 The Lion Guard
18:30 Goldie & Bear
18:55 Unbungalievable
19:00 Miles From Tomorrow
20:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
20:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
21:00 PJ Masks
21:30 The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies
22:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
23:00 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
23:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
00:00 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
00:05 Henry Hugglemonster
00:20 Calimero
00:35 Zou
00:50 Loopdidoo

04:40 Hollywood Cycle
06:30 Celebrity Style Story
07:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
07:55 E! News
08:10 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
09:10 E! News
10:10 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
13:00 E! News
13:15 LA Clippers Dance Squad
16:00 E! News
16:15 LA Clippers Dance Squad
17:05 WAGs Miami
18:00 Catching Kelce
18:30 Catching Kelce
20:00 E! News
21:00 WAGs Miami
22:00 Rob & Chyna
23:00 Rob & Chyna
00:00 E! News
00:15 WAGs Miami
01:05 Rob & Chyna
01:55 Rob & Chyna
02:50 E! News
03:50 WAGs

04:25 Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...
05:20 Paul Oʼgradyʼs Animal
Orphans
06:15 Murdoch Mysteries
07:10 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
08:05 The Chase
09:00 Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...
10:00 Paul Oʼgradyʼs Animal
Orphans
11:00 Murdoch Mysteries
11:55 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
12:50 The Chase
13:45 Emmerdale
14:15 Emmerdale
14:45 Coronation Street
15:15 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?
16:10 The Chase
17:00 Catchphrase
17:30 Royal Stories
17:55 Victoria

18:50 Murdoch Mysteries
19:45 Emmerdale
20:15 Emmerdale
20:45 Coronation Street
21:10 The Chase
22:00 Catchphrase
22:30 Royal Stories
22:55 Victoria
23:50 Emmerdale
00:15 Emmerdale
00:40 Coronation Street
01:10 Whoʼs Doing The Dishes?

04:05 Baking Good, Baking Bad
04:30 Eat: The Story Of Food
05:20 Eat Street
06:35 Valentine Warner Eats
Scandinavia
07:25 Meat v Veg
07:50 Access 360 World Heritage
08:40 Delinquent Gourmet
09:05 Eat Street
09:30 Baking Good, Baking Bad
10:20 Eat: The Story Of Food
11:10 Eat Street
12:25 Valentine Warner Eats
Scandinavia
13:15 Meat v Veg
13:40 Access 360 World Heritage
14:35 Delinquent Gourmet
15:00 Eat Street
15:30 Baking Good, Baking Bad
16:25 The Peninsula: The Making Of
A Gala
17:20 Eat Street
18:40 Lyndey Milan - Taste Of
Australia
19:10 Charlie Luxtonʼs Homes By
The Med
20:05 Baking Good, Baking Bad
20:30 The Peninsula: The Making Of
A Gala
21:25 Eat Street
22:40 Lyndey Milan - Taste Of
Australia
23:05 Charlie Luxtonʼs Homes By
The Med
23:55 Access 360 World Heritage
00:45 Delinquent Gourmet
01:10 Eat Street
01:35 Baking Good, Baking Bad
02:00 Street Food Around The World
02:25 Carnival Eats
02:50 The Food Files
03:15 Raw Travel
03:40 Raw Travel

04:45 Snakes In The City
05:40 Leopard Queen
06:35 Attack Of The Big Cats
07:30 Worldʼs Deadliest Animals
08:25 Snakes In The City
09:20 Leopard Queen
10:15 Animal Storm Squad
11:10 South Africa
12:05 Kangaroo Kaos
13:00 Search For The Giant Octopus
13:55 Tiger On The Run
14:50 Worldʼs Deadliest Animals
15:45 Snakes In The City
16:40 Super Predators
17:35 Animal Storm Squad
18:30 South Africa
19:25 Lion Warrior
20:20 Snakes In The City
21:10 Super Predators
22:00 Animal Storm Squad
22:50 South Africa
23:40 Lion Warrior
00:30 Search For The Giant Octopus
01:20 Tiger On The Run
02:10 Worldʼs Deadliest Animals
03:00 Wild Russia
03:50 Ultimate Animals

04:50 Nazi World War Weird
05:45 Innovation Nation
06:10 Innovation Nation
06:40 Last Days Of Man
07:35 Locked Up Abroad
08:30 No Man Left Behind
09:25 Family Guns
10:20 Innovation Nation
10:45 Innovation Nation
11:15 4 Babies A Second
12:10 Airport Security: Colombia
13:05 Brain Games
14:00 Family Guns
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SHARKNADO 3: OH HELL NO! ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

05:00 What If
07:00 Hot Pursuit
09:00 Win A Date With Tad Hamilton!
11:00 What If
13:00 Wild Hogs
15:00 Superfast
17:00 Win A Date With Tad Hamilton!
19:00 Forces Of Nature
21:00 St. Vincent

04:15 The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay Part I
06:30 Some Girls
08:00 Far From The Madding Crowd
10:00 Avengers: Age Of Ultron
12:30 Fast & Furious 7
14:45 Justice League: Throne Of
Atlantis
16:15 Ricki And The Flash
18:00 The Good Dinosaur
19:45 Jurassic World
22:00 Maze Runner: The Scorch
Trials
00:15 The Stanford Prison
Experiment
02:30 Spooks: The Greater Good

04:15 Sharknado 3: Oh Hell No!
06:00 Divergent
08:30 Unstoppable
10:30 Jesse Stone: Lost In Paradise
12:30 Last Knights
14:30 Divergent
17:00 Unstoppable
19:00 Four Brothers
21:00 Into The Storm
22:45 Dragonwolf
01:00 Girl House
03:00 The Borderlands

04:00 Unbroken
06:30 Romeo & Juliet
08:30 Seabiscuit
11:00 The Signal
13:00 Merchants Of Doubt
15:00 Testament Of Youth
17:30 Seabiscuit
20:00 War Horse
22:30 Birdman
00:30 Ex Machina
02:30 Testament Of Youth

05:15 Memory Loss
07:00 Barnyard
08:45 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
10:15 Jetsons: The Movie
12:00 Cher Ami
13:45 Bamse And The City Of
Thieves
15:15 Blue Elephant 2
17:00 Pixies
19:00 Jetsons: The Movie
21:00 True Story Of Pussʼn Boots
23:00 Blue Elephant 2
00:45 Pixies
02:15 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
03:45 True Story Of Pussʼn Boots

04:00 What Happened Next?
04:25 What Happened Next?
04:50 Ultimate Survival
05:40 How Itʼs Made
06:05 How Itʼs Made
06:30 Storm Chasers
07:20 Mythbusters
08:00 Kenny The Shark
08:25 Dick ʻnʼ Dom Go Wild
08:50 Too Cute! Pint-Sized

04:00 71
06:00 The Love Guide
08:00 Viktor
10:00 Breaking Through
12:00 The Love Guide
14:00 6 Ways To Sundown
16:00 The Girl
18:00 Breaking Through
20:00 The Zero Theorem
22:00 Fury
00:15 Magic Magic
02:00 The Girl

UNBROKEN ON OSN MOVIES HD FESTIVAL

04:01 Paw Patrol
04:24 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
04:35 Dora The Explorer
04:59 Max & Ruby
05:07 Bubble Guppies
05:29 Little Charmers
05:41 Shimmer And Shine
06:05 Dora And Friends: Into The
City!
06:27 Zack & Quack
06:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
07:00 Paw Patrol
07:13 Paw Patrol
07:36 Dora The Explorer
08:00 Wanda And The Alien
08:11 Zack & Quack
08:22 Dora And Friends
08:46 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
09:10 Paw Patrol
09:35 Shimmer And Shine
09:58 Dora The Explorer
10:21 Paw Patrol
10:45 Little Charmers
10:57 Bubble Guppies
11:20 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
11:40 Zack & Quack
11:52 Team Umizoomi
12:15 Louie
12:22 Louie
12:30 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
12:53 Olive The Ostrich
12:58 Olive The Ostrich
13:03 Max & Ruby
13:26 Wanda And The Alien
13:37 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
13:48 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
14:00 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
14:22 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
14:45 Zack & Quack
14:55 Zack & Quack
15:05 Team Umizoomi
15:28 Louie
15:35 Louie
15:40 Olive The Ostrich
15:44 Olive The Ostrich
15:49 Paw Patrol
16:01 Paw Patrol
16:24 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
16:35 Dora The Explorer
16:59 Max & Ruby
17:07 Bubble Guppies
17:29 Little Charmers
17:41 Shimmer And Shine
18:05 Dora And Friends: Into The
City!
18:27 Zack & Quack
18:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
19:00 Paw Patrol
19:13 Paw Patrol
19:36 Dora The Explorer
20:00 Wanda And The Alien
20:11 Zack & Quack
20:22 Dora And Friends: Into The
City!
20:46 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
21:10 Paw Patrol
21:35 Shimmer And Shine
21:59 Dora The Explorer
22:46 Team Umizoomi
23:32 Go Diego Go!
00:17 Shimmer And Shine
01:01 Paw Patrol
01:24 Paw Patrol
01:48 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
02:00 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:22 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:45 Zack & Quack
02:55 Zack & Quack
03:05 Team Umizoomi
03:28 Louie
03:35 Louie
03:42 Louie
03:48 Paw Patrol
03:58 Paw Patrol

04:00 Marvelʼs Planet Hulk
06:00 Aladdin
08:00 Capture The Flag
10:00 Cinderella
12:00 Wreck-It Ralph
14:00 D2: The Mighty Ducks
16:00 Snow Dogs
18:00 Underdog
20:00 Night At The Museum: Battle
Of The Smithsonian
22:00 Honey, I Shrunk The Kids
00:00 Snow Dogs
02:00 Night At The Museum: Battle
Of The Smithsonian

04:15 Cake Boss
04:35 Oprah Prime
05:20 Little People, Big World: Zachʼs
First Love
06:10 Toddlers & Tiaras
07:00 Little People, Big World
08:40 Little People, Big World: Big
Changes
09:30 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
10:20 7 Little Johnstons
11:10 My 600lb Life
12:00 My 600lb Life
12:50 Love, Lust Or Run
13:15 Love, Lust Or Run
13:40 Love, Lust Or Run
14:05 Love, Lust Or Run
14:30 Love, Lust Or Run
14:55 Oprahʼs Master Class
15:45 Oprah Prime
16:35 Cake Boss
17:00 Cake Boss
17:25 Cake Boss
19:30 Bride By Design
19:55 Bride By Design

20:20 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
21:10 7 Little Johnstons
22:00 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
22:50 7 Little Johnstons
23:40 New Body, New Style
00:30 Breaking Amish: Brave New
World
01:20 Extraordinary Pregnancies
02:10 Secret Eskimo Escape
03:00 Leah Remini: Itʼs All Relative
03:25 Leah Remini: Itʼs All Relative
03:50 Monsters Inside Me

09:40 How Itʼs Made
10:05 How Itʼs Made
10:30 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
11:20 Mythbusters
12:10 K9 Cops
13:00 Too Cute! Pint-Sized
13:50 Ultimate Survival
14:40 How Itʼs Made
15:05 How Itʼs Made
15:30 Storm Chasers
16:20 Mythbusters
17:10 Kenny The Shark
17:35 Dick ʻnʼ Dom Go Wild
18:00 The Big Brain Theory
18:50 Now Thatʼs Funny
19:40 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
20:30 How Itʼs Made
20:55 How Itʼs Made
21:20 Mythbusters
22:10 The Big Brain Theory
23:00 Now Thatʼs Funny
23:50 What Happened Next?
00:15 What Happened Next?
00:40 Ultimate Survival
01:30 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
02:20 The Big Brain Theory
03:10 Now Thatʼs Funny

15:00 Wicked Tuna: North vs. South
16:00 Disappeared: The Search For
Cody Dial
17:00 Locked Up Abroad
18:00 Airport Security: Colombia
19:00 Taboo
20:00 Taboo
21:00 Locked Up Abroad
21:50 Airport Security: Colombia
22:40 Taboo
23:30 Taboo
00:20 Last Days Of Man
01:10 Locked Up Abroad
02:00 Airport Security: Colombia
03:00 Nazi Megastructures
03:55 Nazi World War Weird

23:00 Superbad
01:00 The Ladies Man
03:00 Forces Of Nature

04:00 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
04:48 Prototype This
05:36 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
06:00 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars

06:24 How The Universe Works
07:12 How Do They Do It?
07:36 Food Factory
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 Prototype This
09:14 How The Universe Works
10:02 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
10:50 How Do They Do It?
11:14 Food Factory
11:38 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
12:02 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
12:26 Prototype This
13:14 How The Universe Works
14:02 How Do They Do It?
14:26 Food Factory
14:50 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
15:38 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
16:02 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
16:26 Prototype This
17:14 How The Universe Works
18:02 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
18:50 Prototype This
19:40 How The Universe Works
20:30 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
20:55 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
21:20 How Do They Do It?
21:45 Food Factory
22:10 Superhuman Showdown
23:00 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
23:25 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
23:50 How The Universe Works
00:40 Prototype This
01:30 How Do They Do It?
01:55 Food Factory
02:20 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
02:45 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
03:10 How The Universe Works

04:00 Betrayed
04:48 I Almost Got Away With It
05:36 On The Case With Paula Zahn
06:24 Deadly Affairs
07:12 Iʼd Kill For You
08:00 Nightmare Next Door
08:50 I Almost Got Away With It
09:40 On The Case With Paula Zahn
10:30 Deadly Affairs
11:20 Iʼd Kill For You
12:10 Evil Stepmothers
13:00 Nightmare Next Door
13:50 I Almost Got Away With It
14:40 On The Case With Paula Zahn
15:30 Deadly Affairs
16:20 Iʼd Kill For You
17:10 California Investigator
17:35 California Investigator
18:00 Nightmare Next Door
18:50 I Almost Got Away With It
19:40 On The Case With Paula Zahn
20:30 Deadly Affairs
21:20 Iʼd Kill For You
22:10 Web Of Lies
23:00 American Monster
23:50 Nightmare Next Door
00:40 Hate In America
01:30 Surviving Evil
02:20 American Monster
03:10 Nightmare Next Door
Discovery World
04:00 Discovery World
10:00 Discovery World
16:00 Discovery World
22:00 Discovery World
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ACROSS
1. A primeval personification of air and breath.
5. Arboreal civet of Asia having a long prehensile tail and shaggy black hair.
12. Inquire about.
15. A Chadic language spoken in Chad.
16. Small circular or square cases of dough with savory fillings.
17. A vessel (usually cylindrical) with a wide mouth and without handles.
18. A member of a Caddo people formerly living in north central Texas.
20. (Hinduism and Buddhism) The beatitude that transcends the cycle of rein-
carnation.
21. A river that rises in northern Colombia and flows generally eastward to
the Orinoco in central Venezuela.
22. A trade language widely used in Chad.
24. A plant hormone promoting elongation of stems and roots.
25. The process of exposing to air (so as to purify).
28. Petty quarrel.
31. Of or relating to the island or republic of Malta or its inhabitants.
33. Heart and liver and other edible viscera especially of hogs.
36. Instructed and encouraged in moral, intellectual, and spiritual improve-
ment.
40. A transuranic element that has not been found in nature.
41. Be going to.
45. The front of the head from the forehead to the chin and ear to ear.
46. A heavy long-handled hammer used to drive stakes or wedges.
48. Relatively low in price or charging low prices.
51. A period marked by distinctive character or reckoned from a fixed point or
event.
52. At full speed.
54. A shaft on which a wheel rotates.
56. Ancient city is southeastern Italy where Hannibal defeated the Romans in
216 BC.
58. A range of mountains (usually with jagged peaks and irregular outline).
60. A short heavy curved sword with one edge.
62. The basic unit of money in Finland.
66. Fudge made with brown sugar and butter and milk and nuts.
70. Large west African tree having large palmately lobed leaves and axillary
cymose panicles of small white flowers and one-winged seeds.
73. A master's degree in business.

CROSSWORD 1399
74. A cap with a flat circular top and a visor.
75. Dry red Italian table wine from the Chianti region of Tuscany.
77. A decree that prohibits something.
78. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually in favor of a person or cause).
79. (of hair) Made smooth by applying a sticky or glossy substance.
80. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. A town and port in northwestern Israel in the eastern Mediterranean.
2. Israeli statesman (born in Russia) (1898-1978).
3. Predatory black-and-white toothed whale with large dorsal fin.
4. A member of any of various Indian peoples of central Mexico.
5. Eurasian rose with prickly stems and fragrant leaves and bright pink flowers
followed by scarlet hips.
6. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
7. Sacred text of Zoroastrianism.
8. A state in New England.
9. Express or state indirectly.
10. (of spatial position) In or brought into line with or into proper relative
position.
11. Someone new to a field or activity.
12. A genus of Platalea.
13. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
14. A village of huts for native Africans in southern Africa.
19. (informal) Of the highest quality.
23. Aromatic bulb used as seasoning.
26. Before noon.
27. An African grass economically important as a cereal grass (yielding white
flower of good quality) as well as for forage and hay.
29. A republic on the Isthmus of Panama.
30. An ancient city on the Nile in Egypt.
32. A complete metric system of units of measurement for scientists.
34. A radioactive transuranic element produced by bombarding plutonium
with neutrons.
35. The fifth day of the week.
37. The United Nations agency concerned with atomic energy.
38. A very light brown.
39. No longer having or seeming to have or expecting to have life.
42. A radioactive element of the actinide series.
43. The sacred city of Lamaism.
44. All of the words in a language.
47. Antibiotic (trade name Lincocin) obtained from a Streptomyces bacterium
and used in the treatment of certain penicillin-resistant infections.
49. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar to but heavier than beer.
50. Spread or diffuse through.
53. An intricate traditional dance in India performed by professional dancing
girls.
55. An outlying farm building for storing grain or animal feed and housing
farm animals.
57. Motivation based on ideas of right and wrong.
59. Used of decomposing oils or fats.
61. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes readily.
63. A Bantu language spoken by the Kamba people in Kenya.
64. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegeta-
bles.
65. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.
67. Norwegian mathematician (1802-1829).
68. Type genus of the Nepidae.
69. A coil of rope or wool or yarn.
71. Being one more than two.
72. An enclosed space.
76. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal to 100 liters.
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MIAMI: ZMapp, once touted as a miraculous
“secret serum” against the deadly Ebola
virus, has shown some success but fell short
of the bar for effectiveness in a clinical trial,
researchers said Wednesday. Still, experts
pointed out that ZMapp helped more peo-
ple survive, compared to those who
received the standard therapy of intra-
venous fluids and medical care. “It is likely
that this drug had a significant effect. It is
not a miraculous effect,” said Jesse
Goodman, a doctor and infectious disease
expert at Georgetown University who was
not involved in the study.

A total of 37 percent of patients died
after receiving standard treatment alone,
compared to 22 percent who died after
receiving standard therapy plus ZMapp,
made by Mapp Pharmaceuticals in San
Diego, California, according to the study in
the New England Journal of Medicine.
Those who were given ZMapp saw a 40 per-
cent lower relative risk of dying than those
who did not get it. Statistically, this meant a
91 percent likelihood that ZMapp was bet-
ter than the current standard of care alone.

Before the trial began, researchers estab-
lished that the drug would have to meet a
97.5 percent probability threshold to be
declared superior to hydration and hospital
care. A key setback for the phase II clinical
trial undertaken in Sierra Leone, Guinea,
Liberia and the United States was that the
deadly epidemic was winding down by the
time the research got under way. Only 72
people enrolled instead of the hoped-for

200 patients during the study which ran
from March 2015 to January 2016. The Ebola
outbreak swept across West Africa from late
2013 to until 2016, and killed more than
11,000 people.

Fears of contagion
Ebola is spread by contact with bodily

fluids, and causes a range of symptoms,
from fever and body aches to vomiting,
diarrhea and hemorrhage. According to the
World Health Organization, Ebola has killed
up to 90 percent of those infected during
some outbreaks, though the average
chance of survival is about 50-50. There is
no drug on the market to treat Ebola. As an
experimental therapy not yet approved by
regulators, ZMapp was granted fast-track
status by the US Food and Drug
Administration last year, a designation
aimed at speeding its arrival on the market.
At the height of the Ebola epidemic, ZMapp
rose to fame as the possible reason why
some patients had reached the brink of
death and survived.

It was touted as key reason why
American missionary Kent Brantly was able
to pull through, after becoming infected
while treating Ebola patients in Liberia.
Grown in tobacco leaves, ZMapp was also
scarce, with a limited amount of doses ever
made. It even stoked controversy when
some claimed that white missionaries were
more likely to receive it than African
patients and medical workers who fell ill.
But a top doctor in Sierra Leone, Martin

Salia, who also became sick with Ebola
while treating patients, was given ZMapp
and died anyway. Doctors later said it
appeared his disease had been too
advanced by the time he was treated.

Trial’s end
ZMapp announced preliminary results

from the trial in February, but the full analy-
sis was not published until Wednesday. In a
statement, Kevin Whaley, CEO of Mapp
Biopharmaceutical, said the company would
“vigorously pursue further development and
licensure of ZMapp as a treatment for Ebola.”
The trial also showed that overall, 30 percent
of patients in the study died from Ebola
within 28 days of seeking treatment, far low-
er than the sky-high mortality rates that cir-
culated at the start of the outbreak.

Patients with higher viral load also
appeared to succumb to Ebola more often.
“Seven of the eight deaths recorded in
ZMapp recipients occurred before day 4 -
that is, before the second of three planned
infusions of ZMapp,” said the study. Martin
Friede, the Coordinator of the Initiative for
Vaccine Research for the World Health
Organization, described the results as
“encouraging,” and said ZMapp appears
most effective when patients are treated
early. Even though ZMapp did not meet its
mark in the phase II randomized trial,
Goodman said it is “the only one with data
that really suggests efficacy, because it was
the only one where there was a trial with a
meaningful control group.” — AFP 

Ebola drug may help, 
but not ‘miracle cure’

ZMapp touted as a miraculous ‘secret serum’
NEW YORK: Coca-Cola and Pepsi, the two major US soda
giants, have given millions of dollars to health organizations
while quietly fighting anti-obesity measures such as taxes
on soft drinks, a new study shows. The Coca-Cola Co and
PepsiCo, from 2011 to 2015, sponsored 96 national health
organizations battling public health problems such as obe-
sity, diabetes and heart disease, said the research published
in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine.

During the same period, the two soda companies lob-
bied against 29 public health bills intended to reduce soda
consumption or improve nutrition. “These companies lob-
bied against public health intervention in 97 percent of cas-
es, calling into question a sincere commitment to improv-
ing the public’s health,” said the study’s authors Daniel
Aaron and Michael Siegel of Boston University. “By accept-
ing funding from these companies, health organizations are
inadvertently participating in their marketing plans,” they
warned.

Most of the recipients of the companies’ largesse were
private organizations, while some were part of the US feder-
al government, such as the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). The donations have become larger in
recent years, alongside mounting public health campaigns
linking soft drinks to the country’s rising obesity levels-relat-
ed to a growing prevalence of diabetes. Coca-Cola recently
revealed it had spent more than $120 million since 2010,
financing scientific studies, partnerships with groups fight-
ing obesity and lobbying. According to The Center for
Responsive Politics-an independent, nonprofit organiza-
tion-PepsiCo on average has spent $3 million a year on lob-
bying since 2011.

By supporting health organizations, the companies are
trying to improve their goodwill image with the public to
distract from their lobbying efforts. “By being able to say
they partner with so many health organizations, they are
able to create this image that they are actually contributing
to public health,” Siegel said in a phone interview.  — AFP

Coke, Pepsi fund
health groups
but fight them 
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Sabah Hospital                                             24812000

Amiri Hospital                                               22450005

Maternity Hospital                                     24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                    25312700

Chest Hospital                                                  24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                       24892010

Adan Hospital                                                  23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                            24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                               24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                               24874330/9

Kaizen center                                                 25716707

Rawda                                                                22517733

Adaliya                                                              22517144

Khaldiya                                                           24848075

Kaifan                                                                24849807

Shamiya                                                            24848913

Shuwaikh                                                         24814507

Abdullah Salem                                            22549134

Nuzha                                                                22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh                                  24814764

Qadsiya                                                             22515088

Dasmah                                                             22532265

Bneid Al-Gar                                                   22531908

Shaab                                                                 22518752

Qibla                                                                   22459381

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO
WEDNESDAY (06/10/2016 TO 12/10/2016)

SHARQIA-1
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 7:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 10:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
STORKS 11:30 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 4:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 6:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:00 AM

SHARQIA-3
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 2:15 PM
STORKS 5:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 7:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:45 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 6:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:30 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 1:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 4:00 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 4:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:45 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 6:45 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 9:30 PM
NO FRI
PREMAM - Telugu 9:30 PM
FRI
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:15 AM

FANAR-1
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:15 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 2:30 PM
STORKS 5:15 PM
STORKS 7:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 PM

FANAR-2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D   4:15 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 7:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 9:45 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:05 AM

FANAR-3
TANK 432 11:30 AM
TANK 432 1:30 PM
MIRZYA - HINDI 3:30 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 3:30 PM
MIRZYA - HINDI 6:30 PM
NO FRI+MON
PREMAM - Telugu 6:30 PM

TANK 432 9:30 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 9:30 PM
TANK 432 12:15 AM

FANAR-4
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:15 PM
STORKS 1:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:30 AM

FANAR-5
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 4:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 7:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:45 PM

USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:30 AM

MARINA-1
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:30 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 4:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:30 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:15 AM

MARINA-2
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 2:00 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM
STORKS 6:15 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 8:15 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 10:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 1:30 PM
SULLY 4:15 PM
OPPAM - Malayalam 6:30 PM
ASHAN KHARGEN 9:30 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 11:45 PM

AVENUES-2
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN  -3D- 4DX 12:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON-2D- 4DX 2:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN  -3D- 4DX 5:15 PM
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS: PART 1- 2D 4DX 8:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON-2D- 4DX 11:00 PM

AVENUES-3
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 4:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 6:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:00 AM

360º- 1
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D 12:30 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 3:15 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 8:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D 11:30 PM

360º- 2
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 12:00 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 2:00 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 4:00 PM
SULLY 6:15 PM
SULLY 8:30 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 10:45 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 1:00 AM

360º- 3
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 1:00 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 3:45 PM
NO FRI+SAT
OPPAM - Malayalam 3:45 PM
FRI+SAT
OPPAM - Malayalam 6:45 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 9:45 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.1
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 2:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:00 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 6:15 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 8:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 10:45 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 1:00 AM

AL-KOUT.3
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 2:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 4:30 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 7:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:30 PM

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 04:30
Shorook 05:49
Duhr: 11:34
Asr: 14:51
Maghrib: 17:18
Isha: 18:35

CHANGE OF NAME

I Zahra holding Indian Passport
No. Z3218479 issued at Kuwait
on 29/11/2015, would like
change my name to Albertina
Fernandes. 
(C 5219)
14-10-2016
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Brexit fallout spreads to 
Britain’s famous Marmite
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Verizon closing call centers in 5 states, including New York
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WASHINGTON: In this Thursday, Sept. 29, 2016, file photo, Wells Fargo CEO John Stumpf leaves a hearing room on Capitol Hill.— AP

NEW YORK: Wells Fargo’s embattled CEO John Stumpf is step-
ping down as the nation’s second-largest bank is roiled by a
scandal over its sales practices.

The San Francisco bank said Stumpf is retiring effective
immediately and also relinquishing his title as chairman. He
won’t be receiving severance pay and the bank announced
earlier that he will forfeit $41 million in stock awards.

Wells Fargo’s chief operating officer, Tim Sloan, will suc-
ceed Stumpf as CEO and join the company’s board. Sloan has
been with Wells Fargo for 29 years. Stephen Sanger, the bank’s
lead director, will serve as the board’s non-executive chair-
man. Stumpf’s end at Wells Fargo comes a little over a month
after the bank was fined by California and federal regulators
$185 million over its sales practices. 

Illegal tactics to meet targets
The regulators alleged employees trying to meet aggressive

sales targets opened bank and credit card accounts, moved
money between those accounts and even created fake email
addresses to sign customers up for online banking - all without
customer authorization. Debit cards were issued and activated,
as well as PINs created, without customers’ knowledge.

“I wish I could snap my fingers and make everything all
right again, but it’s going to take time,” said Sloan said in
an interview late Wednesday. “We are going to make it
right by our customers and we are going to work to win
that trust back.”

Stumpf, a 34-year veteran of the bank who took over as
CEO in 2007, had previously gained acclaim for navigating
Wells Fargo through the financial crisis and keeping it free of
scandal. But he came under withering pressure over the
alleged misconduct, believed to have gone on at the bank for
years. Some 5,300 lower-level employees were fired. “While I
have been deeply committed and focused on managing the
company through this period, I have decided it is best for the
company that I step aside,” he said in a prepared statement
Wednesday.

Among Stumpf’s critics, Democratic Sen. Elizabeth Warren
of Massachusetts told him at a Senate Banking Committee
hearing last month that he should resign and “give back the
money you took while the scam was going on.” News of
Stumpf’s departure, however, did little to quell some lawmak-
ers’ anger over the affair or their demands for information
from the company on how harmed customers and employees

will be made whole. Senate Banking Committee Chairman
Richard Shelby, R-Ala., and the panel’s senior Democrat,
Sherrod Brown of Ohio, said Wednesday that Stumpf’s retire-
ment doesn’t answer important questions.

“We are still waiting for answers as to how Wells Fargo
plans to right its wrongs against customers and the low-paid
employees who weren’t given the benefit of a retirement
package when they were fired for refusing to cheat,” Brown
said in a statement.

Stumpf earned $19.3 million last year. But he and Carrie
Tolstedt, the executive who ran the retail banking division, will
forfeit millions. Tolstedt announced in July that she would
retire from the bank this year and had been expected to leave
with as much as $125 million in salary, stock options and other
compensation. She was stripped of $19 million of her stock
awards, and her departure was made immediate.

The revelations have sparked investigations by federal
agencies. The bank’s independent directors have also
launched their own investigation. Wells Fargo is scheduled
to report its quarterly results Friday morning. In after-hours
trading, its stock rose 76 cents, or nearly 1.7 percent, to
$46.08. — AP

Wells Fargo CEO John Stumpf steps down 
Bank grapples with sales scandal
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LONDON: Jars of savoury spread ‘Marmite’ which is owned by the Anglo-Dutch multinational Unilever, on sale in a
branch of Tesco yesterday. — AP

LONDON: The pound’s Brexit-fuelled
slump is unsettling food giants, who are
facing a squeeze in revenues as higher
product prices hit consumers in the
pocket. Britain’s biggest retailer Tesco
yesterday stopped sales of top Unilever
brands, including the distinctive
Marmite spread well known for its “love
it or hate it” advertising campaign.

Britain’s  media seized on the
announcement, with the BBC running a
live report on #Marmitegate and the
front page of the free Metro daily
splashing with the headline “Marmite
wars”. It also lit up social media. “Maybe
Tesco should have been sourcing their
stock from Uni-remainer? Just a
thought. #brexit #marmitegate”, Sara
Robinson tweeted. 

Jars of Marmite were “currently not
available” in the online store of Tesco,
the world’s third biggest supermarket
chain said after reportedly refusing
Unilever’s request to hike prices by 10
percent.  Other products made by
Dutch group Unilever, including PG
Tips teabags and Ben & Jerry’s  ice
cream, were also unavailable through
Tesco, but it was the sudden absence
of Marmite that prompted a national
furore.

Pinar Hosafci, senior food analyst at
consultancy Euromonitor International,
said Unilever was being hit by the
pound’s slump, which has tumbled to
31-year lows against the dollar and 7.5-
year troughs versus the euro since
Britain voted June 23 to exit  the

European Union. “Brexit has been a
trigger (for Unilever’s move) and it is
l ikely that other (food) companies
which are reporting in euros, including
the likes of Nestle and Ferrero, will fol-
low suit,” she said.

Releasing stagnant third-quarter fig-
ures Thursday, multinational Unilever
acknowledged it was a “tough market”
globally. “But in the UK, which is about
5.0 percent of our global turnover,
prices should start to increase to recov-
er higher cost of imported materials
from the weaker sterling,” chief finan-
cial officer Graeme Pitkethly told a con-
ference call.

Unilever refused to comment on its
relationship with Tesco,  while the
supermarket chain said: “We are cur-
rently experiencing availability issues
on a number of Unilever products. We
hope to have this issue resolved soon.”

Rising costs    
Analysts said Tesco, whose chief

executive Dave Lewis is  a former
Unilever executive, would be reluctant
to hike prices as it battles fierce compe-
tition with German-owned discounters
Aldi and Lidl-and traditional supermar-
ket r ivals  Asda,  Morrisons and
Sainsbury’s.

“Attentive investors should not be
surprised at Unilever’s demand that
Tesco pay 10 percent more for its prod-
ucts following the devaluation of the
pound,” Nicholas Hyett, equity analyst
at Hargreaves Lansdown stockbrokers,

said in a client note. 
“Results show that faced with cur-

rency devaluation in Latin America,
Unilever did just that, with prices up
15.5 percent. Consumers kept buying
though, with volumes declining just
five percent.”

Hyett added: “Tesco may choose to
stand its ground on pricing, but history
suggests that if  other retailers can
stomach the increase, consumers will
be willing to stump up to get their
Unilever fix.”

In London deals, Tesco’s share price
was down 2.19 percent at  196.80
pence, while Unilever shares shed 2.26
percent to 39.81 Euros in Amsterdam.
“The flare-up does show that pressures
are building in the consumer sphere
following the Brexit vote and they are
likely to persist,” said City Index analyst
Ken Odeluga.

“Unilever is legitimately trying to off-
set some of the revenue declines and
input cost rises that are a direct conse-
quence of sterling’s collapse over the
last few months. “But Tesco is loath to
put a 10-percent jump in Unilever prod-
uct prices in front of its customers whilst
a price war is raging with rivals.”

Marmite, a thick dark-colored salty
spread, first hit the shelves more than a
century ago from a factory still operat-
ing in England. Made from spent brew-
er’s yeast, Marmite is usually spread on
toast although its makers suggest using
it as an ingredient for dishes such as
bolognese and stir fry. — AFP

Brexit fallout spreads to 
Britain’s famous Marmite

A squeeze in revenues 

EU auditor wants better
accounts to improve

citizens’ trust
BRUSSELS: The European Union’s top auditor says
the EU and its  inst itut ions need to revamp and
improve financial governance to counter the distrust
among its citizens.

The European Court of Auditors signed off on the
EU’s accounts of 2015 and said that even if the level of
errors on expenditures had again gone down, to 3.8
percent, there was still much room for improvement.

And the Court’s president, Klaus-Heiner Lehne, said
that “people cannot even begin to trust us if they do
not believe we are looking after their money properly.”

For years, anti-EU parties have targeted wayward
EU spending and sometimes outr ight fraud.  On
Thursday too, the UKIP party that boosted Britain’s EU
exit vote, said that the EU has “obviously lost control
of the money tap.” — AP

Delta beats 3Q 
profit forecasts
ATLANTA: Delta Air Lines Inc. (DAL) yesterday reported third-
quarter profit of $1.26 billion. On a per-share basis, the
Atlanta-based company said it had profit of $1.69. Earnings,
adjusted for non-recurring costs, came to $1.70 per share.

The results surpassed Wall Street expectations. The aver-
age estimate of nine analysts surveyed by Zacks Investment
Research was for earnings of $1.65 per share. The airline post-
ed revenue of $10.48 billion in the period, falling short of
Street forecasts. Four analysts surveyed by Zacks expected
$10.59 billion. Delta shares have declined 23 percent since the
beginning of the year, while the Standard & Poor’s 500 index
has risen roughly 5 percent. The stock has declined 19 percent
in the last 12 months. — AP

Amazon adding 120,000
workers to meet
holiday demand  

NEW YORK: Amazon.com will add 120,000 seasonal work-
ers in an effort to meet an expected spike in demand dur-
ing the holidays.

The seasonal positions will be created at fulfillment
centers, sorting centers and customer service sites in 27
states. The move marks a 20 percent boost from the
100,000 seasonal hires a year ago. Last year, the company
said it transitioned 14,000 seasonal positions to regular,
full-time jobs and it expects to boost that figure this year.

The e-commerce giant saw its fourth-quarter profit in
2015 more than double on higher demand from online
shoppers during the holiday season. — AP
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WASHINGTON: Federal Reserve offi-
cials last month kept a key interest rate
unchanged but saw the decision as a
“close call.” Many believed that the case
for a rate hike had strengthened in
recent months.

Minutes of the Sept. 20-21 meeting
released Wednesday showed Fed offi-
cials were inching closer to hiking rates
for the first time since last December.
But they decided to hold off, given that
inflation was still running below their 2
percent target and there was little sign
of rising wage pressures.

The minutes said that some officials
believed it would be appropriate to
raise rates “relatively soon” if the labor
market kept improving. Analysts said
they believed the minutes provided fur-
ther evidence that the Fed will keep
rates unchanged at the next meeting in
November but will be ready to raise
rates in December.

“The meeting minutes make plain
that the case for a rate hike was a close
call  and it  looks l ike the only way
(Federal Reserve Chair Janet) Yellen
could hold down the get-going voices
of the hawks was to promise them a
rate hike later this year,” said Chris
Rupkey, chief financial economist at
MUFG Union Bank in New York. “At this
point there would have to be some very

weak economic data for the Fed not to
raise rates in December.”

The minutes, released after the cus-
tomary three-week lag, covered the
Fed’s Sept. 20-21 meeting. After that
meeting, the Fed announced that it was
keeping its key interest unchanged but
sent a strong signal that it could raise
rates before year’s end.

7-3 vote approval
The September decision was

approved on a 7-3 vote with a rare
three dissents. Three presidents of
Federal Reserve regional banks - Esther
George of Kansas City, Loretta Mester of
Cleveland and Eric Rosengren of Boston
- all dissented. All wanted the Fed to
raise rates at the September meeting.

The deep divisions were evident in
the minutes, which said that the offi-
cials pushing for an immediate rate hike
were concerned that further delay
risked eroding the Fed’s credibility, “giv-
en that recent economic data had large-
ly corroborated the committee’s eco-
nomic outlook.” But the majority of Fed
officials argued for delay, contending
that inflation was still very low and
three was still room for the unemploy-
ment rate to fall further without trigger-
ing high inflation.

“Some participants believed that it

would be approprriate to raise the tar-
get range for the federal funds rate rela-
tively soon if the labor market contin-
ued to improve and economic activity
strengthened, while some others pre-
ferred to wait for more convincing evi-
dence that inflation was moving
towards the committee’s 2 percent
objective,” the minutes said.

Last week, the government reported
that employers added 156,000 jobs in
September, fewer than the 167,000 in
August and well  below last year’s
monthly average of 230,000.

Analysts believe that the central
bank will wait until its last meeting of
the year in December before raising
rates. The Fed’s next meeting is Nov. 1-
2. But it’s not expected to make a move
then, given that it will be just a week
before the presidential election.

In December last year, the Fed hiked
its benchmark lending rate after leaving
it at a record low near zero since
December 2008.

It indicated at the time that it might
raise rates another four times in 2016.
But since then, turbulence in financial
markets, concerns about China and an
unexpected vote by Britain in June to
leave the European Union have
prompted the Fed to delay further rate
hikes. — AP

Fed saw no-hike decision 
in September as ‘close call’

Key interest rate unchanged 

Taiwan divided as offshore 
casino referendum looms

TAIPEI: As one of Taiwan’s islands prepares to vote on
whether to allow casinos, the prospect of new mega-resorts is
dividing communities and politicians.  While gambling is ille-
gal in most of Taiwan, apart from state-approved lotteries, out-
lying islands are permitted to develop casinos with a number
of caveats, including that local residents agree. 

That ruling was made in 2009, lifting the previous blanket
gambling ban that covered all of Taiwan’s territory. Since then
the process of going ahead with casino development has
stalled due to local objections and a government divided over
legal gambling.

But with Taiwan’s economy stagnating, advocates say now
is the time to finally give the green light. Others argue the
costs still outweigh the benefits, fearing the arrival of gam-
bling resorts would ruin some of Taiwan’s most stunning natu-
ral highlights. 

On the remote western archipelago of Penghu, which has a
population of 100,000 and is popular with visitors for its pris-
tine beaches and turtle sanctuaries, residents will vote
Saturday on whether to allow a casino to be developed. 

It is the second time they have voted, after rejecting the
idea seven years ago. Supporters say it would bring extra jobs
for young people and overhaul infrastructure. They want to
see Macau and Singapore-style “integrated resorts”, offering
restaurants, malls, theme parks and shows, as well as gaming.
“Without casinos, no foreign investor will come to Penghu,”
said Chuang Kuang-hui of the Penghu Internationalization
Promotion Alliance, which initiated the new referendum. 

Local businesswoman Felicia Chen is also backing the “yes”
camp, which argues casinos would help the economy during
the six-month tourist low season from November to April.
“Where there are crowds, there is money to boost tax rev-
enues, which can be used for social welfare for local people,”
she said. But opponents say rubbish and waste water generat-
ed from a huge increase in tourist numbers would pollute the
air and sea.  They also question whether there will be real eco-
nomic benefits, with gaming revenues in Asia shrinking, par-
ticularly in Macau, due to China’s anti-corruption crackdown
and slowing economic growth. “Given the regional gaming
downturns, it could even be a drag on the local economy,”
said Penghu-born Sheng I-che, head of the pro-environment
Tree Party. 

Slow process 
Even if there is a “yes” vote on Saturday, the path to build-

ing a casino is unlikely to be smooth. The Matsu islands opted
to approve a casino in a referendum in 2012, but it has never
been built as parliamentary approval is still pending. 

Politicians from the ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP), which is anti-gambling, have opposed a parliamentary
act dealing with gaming licensing and regulations that would
enable the casino to proceed. And even some in the opposi-
tion Kuomintang party, which was in power when the original
blanket ban was lifted, have reservations. 

However, observers say in the face of continued economic
problems, residents will expect the government to adhere to
their wishes if they vote “yes”. “If Penghu passes the referen-
dum, it can join hands with Matsu to negotiate with the cen-
tral government and demand voters’ wishes be respected,”
said Liu Day-yang, a gaming industry expert at National
Taiwan University of Science and Technology. “The DPP has to
carefully reconsider its position to revive the economy.”
Investors have already shown interest in Penghu. US real
estate developer Cordish Companies, behind America’s
Seminole Hard  — AFP

WASHINGTON: In this Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2016, file photo, Federal Reserve Board Chair Janet Yellen answers a ques-
tion during a news conference on Federal Reserve’s monetary policy. — AP

PENGHU’ERCUN, TAIWAN: In this photo taken October 4,
2016, supporters of the Penghu Internationalization
Promotion Alliance display placards calling on the public
to support the casino referendum in Penghu. — AFP
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BUFFALO: This Sept 5, 2016 photo shows a Verizon wireless store. —AFP

US air bag parts maker 
is stonewalling 
probe of death

DETROIT: The federal government has accused a small air
bag parts maker of stonewalling an investigation into a
fatal car crash, and threatened a large fine over the lack of
cooperation.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
said ARC Automotive Inc. of Knoxville, Tennessee, has
missed deadlines and failed to report crash information
and test results as required by law. The allegations are
contained in documents made available on the agency’s
website late Tuesday.

The failures “raise serious questions regarding the qual-
ity and integrity of ARC’s air bag inflators,” the agency
wrote in an Oct. 4 letter to the company.

Email and telephone messages left for ARC were not
immediately returned. NHTSA began asking for detailed
information in August after an ARC air bag inflator rup-
tured and killed a woman in Newfoundland, Canada. As
many as 8 million ARC inflators are under scrutiny. The
investigation is separate from one that resulted in the
recall of 69 million inflators in the US made by Takata
Corp. of Japan.

What the authorities think
Authorities say the Canadian woman was killed July 8

when the ARC inflator ruptured and sent metal shrapnel
into the passenger compartment of 2009 Hyundai Elantra
she was driving. Without the shrapnel injuries, she likely
would have survived the low-speed crash, Canadian offi-
cials said. Now, US and Canadian investigators are trying
to figure out what caused the inflator to blow apart.

With multiple deaths already confirmed from inflators
made by Takata, the death involving a different inflator
raised questions about the safety of air bags, which rely on
explosions to fill bags that protect people in crashes. It also
brought new urgency to a probe opened last year by NHT-
SA after an Ohio woman was injured by an ARC inflator.

NHTSA has said it wants to determine the entire popu-
lation of ARC inflators in the US, which it estimates at 8
million mainly in older vehicles made by General Motors,
Fiat Chrysler, Hyundai and Kia. About 2.6 million of the
parts were sold to General Motors.

In the Oct. 4 letter, NHTSA accused ARC of missing mul-
tiple deadlines to provide data and test results showing
inflator failures, failing to report a recall done by Toyota
due to an ARC inflator defect, and failure to comply with
directives from the agency.

ARC has questioned whether it needs to give NHTSA
the information has failed to provide documents in a
readable format and has “appeared nonchalant” in devel-
oping a plan to test the inflators, the letter said. “Instead
of noting the serious nature of these incidents earlier this
year and committing to work with NHTSA to determine
the appropriate range of issues at hand, ARC’s counsel
stated that they had no obligation to provide such infor-
mation and chastised agency staff for indicating other-
wise,” said the letter from Michael Brown, acting director
of NHTSA’s Office of Defects Investigation. —AP

ALBANY: Verizon plans to close call
centers in five states, including its home
state of New York, where the impend-
ing loss of hundreds of jobs prompted
the governor’s office to label the com-
pany’s move as “corporate abuse.”

The company said Thursday a con-
solidation of its call centers will impact
about 3,200 workers near Rochester
and New York City; Bangor, Maine;
Lincoln, Nebraska; Wallingford and
Meriden, Connecticut, and Rancho
Cordova, California.

Some 850 jobs will be lost at the
two New York locations, including 600
in Henrietta, outside Rochester. In
California, 700 jobs are being cut and
another 300 are being relocated. The
other cuts include 320 in Nebraska,
200 in Maine and 550 in Connecticut.
Another 175 jobs at a customer serv-
ice facility in Huntsville, Alabama, are
being relocated to Hanover, Maryland,

the company said.
Verizon has 162,000 US employees.
Verizon Communications Inc.

spokeswoman Kim Ancin said the
impacted workers were notified
Wednesday. All are being offered jobs
at other company sites or severance
packages if they decide not to relocate,
she said.

The job losses in New York come at a
time when Democratic Gov. Andrew
Cuomo is under increasing scrutiny for
his economic development efforts in
the upstate region, especially in areas
of western New York where the econo-
my still struggles.

Rich Azzopardi, a Cuomo
spokesman, called Verizon’s moves “an
egregious example of corporate
abuse.” “Verizon’s negligence is
astounding and as a result, hard-work-
ing New Yorkers will lose their jobs,” he
said in a statement.

Ancin called the Cuomo administra-
tion’s response to the job cuts “out of
line.” “I’m not sure what abuses he’s
referring to,” she said. “These are jobs
that are staying within the US”

Wednesday’s announcement comes
just days after the company announced
cut jobs in stores across the country as
it deals with increasing competition in
the wireless industry. Verizon said that
it was combining the roles of two store
positions - inventory stockers and cus-
tomer-service specialists who answer
questions about gadgets and bills.

Revenue growth across the wireless
industry has slowed. Most adults
already have smartphones, and carriers
offer discounts. In the first half of the
year, Verizon’s wireless revenue fell
nearly 3 percent to $44 billion; addi-
tions of the type of wireless subscribers
who are more lucrative to the company
fell 26 percent. —AP

Verizon closing call centers in
5 states, including New York

Hundreds of jobs lost
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KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE: This July 14, 2015, file photo
shows the ARC Automotive manufacturing plant. —AP

PALO ALTO: Tesla Motors CEO Elon Musk
faces a referendum next month, as share-
holders decide whether to support his
vision and combine Tesla with solar panel
company SolarCity Corp. Tesla and
SolarCity announced Wednesday that
shareholders will vote on the controversial
proposal Nov. 17.

SolarCity shareholders will receive 0.11
share of Tesla for each SolarCity share. As of
Oct. 10, the deal values SolarCity shares at
$22.10, for a total value of $2.45 billion.
Those values could change - the final terms
will be determined by the value of Tesla
shares on the day the merger goes into
effect. It’s a proposal that would unite two
companies on shaky financial ground as
they plow into relatively new markets. One
makes electric cars, the other installs solar
panels. Neither is profitable.

Last week, Goldman Sachs downgraded

Palo Alto-based Tesla’s shares from “buy” to
“neutral” and lowered its price target, saying
the potential merger could delay the release
of Tesla’s next vehicle, the Model 3. The car
is due out at the end of next year.

Deal value has sunk
The value of the deal has fallen by

around $350 million since Musk first pro-
posed it in June as share prices at Tesla and
SolarCity have tumbled. On Wednesday,
Tesla shares rose 1 percent to $202.05 in
afternoon trading. That’s down from
$219.61 on June 21, the day before the
merger was proposed. SolarCity shares
were up 2.5 percent to $19.87, still down
from $26.40 back in June.

Even more troubling to some sharehold-
ers is that Musk is the chairman of San
Mateo-based SolarCity, which is run by his
cousins, Lyndon and Peter Rive. Several law-

suits have been filed challenging the deal
on the grounds that it is a conflict of interest
for Musk. Musk has called the deal a “no
brainer.” He says SolarCity’s installation net-
work and Tesla’s global stores could provide
customers with a one-stop shop for sustain-
able energy and transportation. The compa-
nies plan to unveil a new solar roof product
on Oct. 28, and Tesla said it will provide
additional financial details on Nov. 1.

If the deal goes through, SolarCity will
adopt Tesla’s name and sell its solar panels
alongside Tesla’s power-storing batteries.
Musk reasons many of the people who
want to drive electric vehicles will have an
inherent interest in setting up cleaner ener-
gy systems in their homes and offices.
Although he said he didn’t know for certain,
Musk has estimated that one-fourth of
Tesla owners currently have solar energy
panels. —AP

Tesla, SolarCity shareholders to
vote on merger next month
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BOGOTA: People demonstrate for peace on Wednesday. —AFP

US reserves right to
punish China firms 

working with N Korea
WASHINGTON: The United States reserves the right to pun-
ish Chinese companies that violate UN sanctions on North
Korea if Chinese authorities don’t take action, a senior US
official said Wednesday.

Top US diplomat for East Asia, Daniel Russel, said that
since most of North Korea’s illegal activities are conducted
through neighboring China, companies are “going to have
to tighten up and shut down operations.” The US is looking
to cooperate with international partners in cutting revenue
sources for the North’s nuclear and missile programs.

North Korea has conducted two nuclear test explosions
and more than 20 missile launches this year, intensifying
concern that it is closer to having a nuclear-tipped missile
that could reach America.

The Justice Department last month unsealed criminal
charges against a China-based company, Dandong
Hongxiang Industrial Development Company, and four of
its executives for conspiring to evade sanctions, and the
Treasury Department barred them from business dealings
with the US Chinese authorities have also said they were
investigating Hongxiang on suspicion of unspecified “seri-
ous economic crimes.” “To the extent that the Chinese
authorities themselves take action against North Korea
malefactors or Chinese companies that are collaborating
with North Korea then there’s no cause for action by the
United States or others,” Russel told reporters.

“Where they don’t take action, the United States reserves
the right under UN Security Council resolution 2270 or
under our own national authorities to take action,” he said,
referring to the most recent sanctions resolution against
North Korea, adopted in March.

Frustration and differences of view 
Russel said while there’s “frustration and differences of

view” between Washington and Beijing, they do cooperate
on North Korea. The US is constantly “scanning the horizon”
for evidence of sanctions violations and makes a point of
sharing with China first any information they have about
“bad actors” there, he said.

China is the North’s traditional ally and main trading part-
ner. The US is currently pushing for tighter UN sanctions that
would impose additional restrictions on North Korea’s
exports of coal that account for about one-third of its export
income and mostly go to China.

A succession of UN sanctions resolutions and US sanc-
tions have failed to stop North Korea’s weapons develop-
ment and to force it to return to negotiations on giving up
its nuclear program in exchange for aid. The North argues
that it needs nuclear weapons to deter a US invasion. Russel
called that “absurd.”

He argued that the nuclear program has only diminished
the security of North Korea and its dictatorial leader Kim
Jong Un and hurt its diplomatic and economic standing.

“Put yourself in Kim Jong Un’s place. That is not a good
place to be. Perhaps he’s got an enhanced capacity to con-
duct a nuclear attack and then immediately die. But that
can’t be plan A,” Russel said. —AP

BOGOTA: Everything was ready: once
approved,  Colombia’s peace deal
would trigger a financial windfall,
boost the economy and encourage
investment. Then the “no” vote won.
After Colombians went to the polls
and shot down a potentially historic
accord that would have ended 52
years of armed conflict between the
government and FARC guerillas, the
country was left in limbo.

President Juan Manuel Santos had
promised that the peace deal repre-
sented “the best investment” possible
for the country, and the international
community agreed. The World Bank
announced in January that it had grant-
ed Colombia-Latin America’s fourth
largest economy — $1.4 billion to
finance its peace efforts.

The European Union was on board
too-about to send nearly 600 million
Euros ($661 million) to support imple-
mentation of the peace agreement.
And the United States had set aside
some $400 million towards a post-con-
flict Colombia.

But then everything crumbled.
Voters narrowly rejected the peace deal

in an October 2 referendum, saying
“no” to an agreement reached between
Santos’s government and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) after four years of
negotiations in Havana.

Critics of the accord complained
among other things that it went too
easy on the rebels. Now “there is con-
siderable uncertainty. All this will
remain frozen until the horizon clears.
Everything will depend on what the
three parties are willing to give up-the
government, FARC and the ‘no’ camp,”
economist Cesar Ferrari, a professor at
Javeriana University, told AFP.

While Colombia has seen average
3.9 percent growth in the last decade,
falling oil prices have weakened this
trend. Growth forecasts for 2016 have
been revised downwards, from three to
2.5 percent.

The government in Bogota, which
had placed its bets on the peace deal’s
passage, had already calculated the
post-conflict benefits: under the deal,
the country would see additional
annual growth of 1.1 to 1.9 percent,
thanks to better security and increased

investment in tourism, mining and
agriculture.

Santos, who won the Nobel Peace
Prize last week, is now racing to negoti-
ate a new deal acceptable to both the
FARC and the opposition. The govern-
ment has also announced that separate
peace talks with a smaller rebel group,
the National Liberation Army (ELN), will
open on October 27.

Short- and long-term forecasts    
According to the IMF’s director for

the Western Hemisphere, Alejandro
Werner, whose organization renewed
an $11.5 bil l ion l ine of credit to
Colombia in June, positive effects
“will not materialize” before the con-
flict’s end.

Reintegration of FARC guerillas in
civilian life, as specified under the
peace agreement which was signed on
August 24, is a costly task.

According to the Senate, this and
other provisions from the agreement
would cost around $31.4 billion over
the course of 10 years, a sum that repre-
sents a third of the country’s 2017
budget. —AFP

After Colombia peace failure 
comes economic consequences
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SEOUL: In this Feb. 26, 2016 file photo, Assistant
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs
Daniel Russel meets with reporters after the meeting
with South Korean senior officials at the Foreign
Ministry. —AP

TOKYO: Toyota, the world’s top automaker, and
Suzuki, a Japanese rival that specializes in tiny
vehicles, are tying up in a partnership. Both sides
announced in a joint statement Wednesday
they will study areas where they can work
together in developing technology for the envi-
ronment, safety and information networking.
They said such areas are likely to benefit from a
partnership since the industry is changing rapid-
ly in those areas.

Toyota Motor Corp. and Suzuki Motor Corp.
said they will continue to compete in other
ways. They expressed hopes other automakers
will join the partnership to help work toward an
industry standard in such areas.

Toyota President Akio Toyoda said survival

depends on such collaborations, and it was
not enough for a company to be doing just its
own research. “It is very important now to
have partners who share the same goal and
passion,” he said.

Suzuki specializes in minicars, which benefit
from tax breaks in Japan and are reputed to
boast good mileage. But it has acknowledged
problems with its emissions tests in Japan after
Mitsubishi Motors Corp. said it had cheated on
such tests.

Denial of violation
Suzuki denied violating any laws, but the

Japanese government ordered all automakers
to re-examine their emissions tests after the

Mitsubishi scandal. Suzuki does not have a
hybrid, electric car or fuel cell vehicle in its line-
up. Suzuki Chairman Osamu Suzuki stressed
that he has been eager for such a partnership
and had discussed it first with Toyoda’s father,
and Toyota’s honorary chairman, Shoichiro
Toyoda.

“Toyota is the industry-leading, and the most
reliable company which is actively working on
various advanced and future technologies,”
Suzuki said. Toyota leads the world in selling
gas-electric hybrids, headed by the Prius, and it
is also working on fuel cells and electric vehicles.
Emissions regulations are tightening around the
world, amid growing concerns about the envi-
ronment and global warming. —AP

Toyota, Suzuki tying up in 
technology, ecology partnership



OHIO: From Cleveland to China, the mes-
sage was clear on Wednesday: There is real
hope of the NBA and its players getting a
new labor deal done in the coming weeks.
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver revealed
that the league and its players will resume
discussions on a new deal next week. Those
meetings will be a prequel to the league’s
Board of Governors session in New York on
Oct 20 and 21, where the labor talks will sure-
ly be very high on Silver’s agenda of things to
review with the full ownership.

“Why wouldn’t I be optimistic about it?”
Cleveland star LeBron James said. “First of all,
I’m a player who loves the game and I see
how our league is steamrolling right now.
I’ve been a part of this league for 14 years
and I’ve had one stoppage of play and it was-
n’t good for both sides. Over the last couple
of years, I’ve seen our league grow more and
more and more, so why wouldn’t I be opti-
mistic about it?”

In Beijing, where he was attending the
NBA Global Games, Silver said he would
return to the U.S. on Thursday - and then
planned to pick up where talks left off. He

said he has been meeting with union repre-
sentatives, including union head Michele
Roberts and president Chris Paul of the Los
Angeles Clippers, as well as owners who are
on the negotiating committee.  “Both sides
have been very engaged and eager to get a
deal done,” Silver said. The mere mention of
optimism makes these talks considerably dif-
ferent than the often-dysfunctional dis-
course that went on five years ago, when the
league and its players were so far apart that
the 2011-12 season wound up getting short-
ened from 82 games per team to 66 - the
result of a 161 day lockout that wounded
both sides.

Either side can opt out of the existing 10-
year contract in December. But with both
sides in deal-making mode, a new deal could
come before that. “Nobody wants to have a
lockout,” Miami guard Goran Dragic said. “I
don’t want to sit down at home and do noth-
ing. I want to play basketball and hopefully
the players union and the league are going
to make a decision and that decision is going
to be good for everybody. So far, it’s looking
good so hopefully we’ll make a deal.” — AP 
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LONDON: Tyson Fury has vacated his WBO
and WBA world heavyweight boxing titles to
concentrate on his treatment and recovery
from drug use and other personal issues.
Fury’s promoters released a statement yester-
day confirming the decision. It comes in the
wake of his second withdrawal from a
rematch with Wladimir Klitschko - scheduled
for Oct 29 - after being declared “medically
unfit” by his team and following his admitted
bingeing on cocaine and alcohol.

“I’m unable to defend at this time and I
have taken the hard and emotional decision
to now officially vacate my treasured world
titles and wish the next in-line contenders all
the very best as I now enter another big chal-
lenge in my life which I know, like against
Klitschko, I will conquer,” the British boxer
said in a statement. “I feel that it is only fair
and right and for the good of boxing to keep
the titles active and allow the other con-
tenders to fight for the vacant belts that I
proudly won and held as the undefeated
heavyweight champion of the world.”

The 28-year-old Fury faced the prospect of
being stripped of the titles when the British
Boxing Board of Control scheduled a meeting
this week and its general secretary, Robert
Smith, acknowledged the heavyweight’s
“recent issues” would be up for discussion.
Fury has not fought since beating Klitschko in
November 2015 to claim the WBA, WBO and
IBF titles. He was stripped of the IBF title soon
after beating Klitschko, for not fighting a
mandatory challenger. His decision to vacate
the WBO and WBA belts could set up a bout
between Klitschko and Anthony Joshua to
unify the heavyweight titles, with negotia-
tions between the two camps reportedly
underway.

Fury’s promotional company, Hennessy
Sports, released the statement confirming the
boxer’s decision to relinquish the titles “out of
respect for the governing bodies, the sport of
boxing and the heavyweight division.” The
statement said the break will also allow Fury

“the time and space to fully recover from his
present condition without any undue pres-
sure and with the expert medical attention he
requires.” In an interview with Rolling Stone
magazine this month, Fury is quoted as say-
ing he has been bingeing on cocaine and
alcohol to deal with manic depression. “I’ve
been out drinking, Monday to Friday to
Sunday,” Fury was quoted as saying. “I’ve tak-

en drugs, cocaine, on many, many occasions
for the last six months.”

In the interview, he also described himself
as a “manic depressive” and reportedly added:
“I just hope someone kills me before I kill
myself.” The World Boxing Organization said in
a statement earlier this week that Fury had 10
days to show why his WBO belt “should not be
vacated due to inactivity, breach of contract

and performance-enhancing drugs and stimu-
lants.” The WBO confirmed it received a report
from the Voluntary Anti-Doping Agency
(VADA) in the United States showing that Fury
failed a drug test on Sept. 22, and asked Fury if
he has requested analysis of a ‘B’ sample. The
WBO also said it received information from the
British board that Fury refused to be drug-test-
ed last month. — AP 

DUSSELDORF: This file photo shows British boxer Tyson Fury celebrating after the WBA, IBF, WBO and IBO title bout
against Ukrainian world heavyweight boxing champion Wladimir Klitschko in Duesseldorf, western Germany. Tyson Fury
has given up his WBO and WBA world heavyweight titles “with immediate effect” to concentrate on his “medical treat-
ment and recovery”, said a statement released late October 12, 2016 by his promoters Hennessy Sports. — AFP 

Fury gives up world titles to 
focus on treatment, recovery

JERUSALEM: The big man sat in a chair after
practice, ice packs taped to his knees, and spoke
about an upcoming basketball season that
promises to be far different from the many oth-
ers he has known. Amar’e Stoudemire was in
Jerusalem, half a world away from the bright
lights of New York City, where a Times Square
billboard once heralded the former NBA star’s
arrival. He was happy to be here, he stressed,
having chosen to play where he feels he has a
spiritual connection after a career-and a life-
filled with struggle.

“I have no regrets,” the towering 33-year-old
American said the day before the first league
game of the season with his new team, Hapoel
Jerusalem. Stoudemire, who followed a winding
path from poverty to professional basketball
fame in the United States, has embarked on a
new journey. After an NBA career that began
with great promise was cut short by injuries,
Stoudemire has decided to make Jerusalem his
home, becoming the most famous name to
ever join the Israeli league. His agent, Happy
Walters, said he had at one point converted to
Judaism while in New York with an Orthodox
rabbi and was seeking Israeli citizenship.

But recently Stoudemire has spoken of him-
self as a Hebrew Israelite-African-Americans
who believe they descended from the ancient
tribes of Israel. He has been a regular visitor to
Jerusalem and Israel and a part owner of the
team he now plays for, but was to sell his stake
when he joined as a player. He has described his
move to Jerusalem as a spiritual one, as well as
being about basketball. “I’m not sure what type
of emotions I’m going to feel,” Stoudemire said
the day before his first game. “Playing in front of
Jerusalem for the first time is going to be a feel-
ing that I’ve never felt before, I’m sure,” said
Stoudemire, whose many tattoos include the
Jewish Star of David and another that reads
“Black Jesus”.

Long struggles
Stoudemire grew up poor in Florida and

has seen his share of tragedy: his father died
when he was 12 and his brother was killed in a
car accident in 2012. His mother has served
prison time. He didn’t start playing basketball
until he was 14 and joined the NBA in 2002
out of high school rather via college-a less
common route. — AFP 

Former NBA star’s faith 
leads to ‘promised land’

Optimism - the current buzz 
word around NBA labor talks
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Se Ri Pak of South Korea waves during her retirement ceremony at the LPGA KEBHana Bank Championship
2016 tournament in Incheon, South Korea yesterday. Pak ended her Hall of Fame career yesterday in front of
her adoring home fans. —AP

INCHEON: World number one Lydia
Ko birdied her last two holes to sal-
vage a three-over-par  75 in the
opening round of  the KEB Hana
Bank Championship yesterday,
while American Alison Lee struck
the front with a seven-under 65 in
Incheon. The 21-year-old Lee has
struggled throughout the year due
to shoulder problems, missing five
cuts in a row at one point, but said
she was finally playing to her poten-
tial after opening a three-shot lead
at the $2 million LPGA Tour event. “I
injured my shoulder back in
February and I didn’t know what
was wrong,” she told a news confer-
ence at the SKY 72 Golf Club. “I was

scared to hit ball, because I didn’t
know where it was going to go.

“So it was tough mentally going
through that, missing all those cuts.
But I’m very happy with where my
game is now.” New Zealander Ko,
who has not won on the LPGA Tour
since July, is being pushed hard for
the circuit’s points title by Thai Ariya
Jutanugarn, who finished one over
par yesterday.  Swede Anna
Nordqvist, France’s Karine Icher,
American Lizette Salas and Koreans
Cho Jeong-min and Kim In-kyung
are tied for second after carding
matching 68s. Defending champion
Lexi  Thompson is  a  further  two
shots adrift. —Reuters

Lee leads by three in 
Korea, Ko struggles

SEOUL: It has been 18 years since Pak Se-ri shed socks and shoes
and stepped gingerly into the water to play a daring recovery
stroke at the 1998 US Women’s Open, a shot that both defined her
career and helped change the face of women’s golf forever. Pak’s
victory over American Jenny Chuasiriporn after a 20-hole playoff in
Wisconsin would open up the LPGA Tour to an “Asian invasion”
and proved to be a stepping stone for women’s golf to reach new
markets.

After a retirement ceremony for the 39-year-old trailblazer yes-
terday at the co-sanctioned KEB Hana Bank Championship, Pak
said it had been difficult to get through the round. “I reached 18
and I didn’t think I could hit the tee shot,” she said. “I cried all the
way down the 18th. I’d had a lot of victories but that was one of the
happiest moments of my career.” Looking back on her 1998
groundbreaking win, Pak said the shot from the water, or rather,
making that decision to get into the water and play from an
“impossible” position, made her who she is today. 

“I know it was impossible but I wanted to try it,” she added. “In
that moment, without trying it, I don’t think I would here as ‘Seri
Pak’”. It would be difficult to overstate Pak’s influence on the
women’s game. Comparisons have been made to Tiger Woods and
Seve Ballesteros, game changers who brought the sport to new
audiences and encouraged a generation to play the game. But for
many, Pak’s influence is unrivalled.

Korean television deals have become the biggest source of rev-
enue for the LPGA Tour, which makes stops in China, Malaysia,
Taiwan, Japan and Singapore this year. On the playing side, more
than a quarter of all LPGA tournaments since Pak’s 1998 US
Women’s Open victory have been won by Korean-born players.
LPGA Commissioner Mike Whan thanked Pak for helping women’s
golf smash through regional barriers. “And most importantly, little
girls all over the world grew up watching you and saying, ‘I want to
do that, too,’” he said at a news conference this week.

Country captivated
Some of those she inspired to take up the game, dubbed the

“Seri Kids”, are here playing in Incheon this week including Ryu So-
yeon, Choi Na-yeon, Ji Eun-hee and Chun In-gee, who all followed
in Pak’s footsteps by winning the US Women’s Open. Seven-times
major winner and Olympic champion Park In-bee, missing from the
field this week as she continues her recovery from injury, was also
on hand at the retirement ceremony. Park was almost 10-years-old
when she stumbled out of bed to see what the commotion was in
the TV room as her parents cheered Pak’s victory in 1998. She took
up golf two days later.

While Pak was locked in an epic battle with Chuasiriporn at
Blackwolf Run in 1998, back home in South Korea an entire country
sat up in the wee hours of the morning, bleary-eyed but captivat-
ed. Parents woke children from their beds to watch a new national
hero emerge, the first female sporting icon in Korea’s male-domi-
nated society and one who would help lift the gloom of a financial
crisis that had brought the economy to its knees. Newspapers
trumpeted Pak’s triumph for days, splashing photo after photo of
her holding aloft the US Women’s Open trophy.

But it is the image of the barefoot 20-year-old producing a
piece of magic from the mud when her title bid was hanging by a
thread that still resonates most with South Koreans. Pak’s pale feet
and suntanned legs, testament to endless hours spent on the prac-
tice range instead of enjoying her youth, became a source of
national pride. The media said it embodied Korea’s spirit of sacri-
fice during tough economic times. As Pak raised aloft the US
Women’s Open trophy, parents the length and breadth of South
Korea looked at their daughters and wondered. Women’s golf
would never be the same. —Reuters

End of an era as pioneer Pak bids farewell

LOS ANGELES: Phil Mickelson, energized by America’s
Ryder Cup triumph, was raring to go Wednesday in Napa,
California, where the US PGA Tour season tees off
Thursday with the Safeway Open. “Well, after five solid
days off it’s exciting to start the year,” the five-time major
champion said in a jokey jab at the quick turnaround from
the Ryder Cup to the opening event on the 2016-17 calen-
dar. Little more than a fortnight ago, Rory McIlroy capped
the 2015-16 season with a scintillating victory in the US
PGA Tour Championship-nabbing the $10 million FedEx
Cup playoff bonus into the bargain.

Many of golf’s elite who battled in the playoffs and
Ryder Cup will skip the first low-key events of the new
season, and this week’s tournament will have its custom-
ary laid-back feel now that 14-time major champion Tiger

Woods has delayed his return from an injury absence last-
ing more than a year. “We all want Tiger to come back, but
we want him to come back when he’s ready,” Mickelson
said. “If he doesn’t feel like he’s ready, then he should wait.
“We’ll all wait in anticipation and we’re excited, but I
understand there’s a lot of pressure not just to come back
but to perform when he does come back. “If he doesn’t
feel like it’s right, then he needs to wait. We support him.”

The question of when Woods will return-and how he’ll
play when he does is a topic that sparks interest beyond
the confines of the golf world. But plenty of top golfers
who battled through 2016 season find themselves in
recovery mode in the waning months of the year. World
number one Jason Day of Australia, forced out of the Tour
Championship and the BMW Championship before that

with a back injury, has pulled out of next month’s
Australian Open and the World Cup of Golf, and indicated
he might not compete until 2017.

Day won three US PGA Tour titles in 2015-16. But
Player of the Year honors went to American Dustin
Johnson, whose three titles included his breakthrough
major at the US Open. Johnson is planning to make his
season debut at the WGC HSBC Champions in Shanghai
later this month, then play the elite Tournament of
Champions in Hawaii in January. “Obviously my expecta-
tions going into next year are going to be very high, and
that’s going to drive me to keep continuing to work hard
and keep doing exactly what I’m doing because it’s work-
ing,” Johnson said on a conference call to discuss his
Player of the Year award. —AFP

New US PGA Tour season tees off with Woods still in limbo

Alison Lee



SHANGHAI: Top-ranked Novak Djokovic dropped a hint that
he may split with coach Boris Becker yesterday, as Nick Kyrgios
was hit with a big fine for his Shanghai Masters meltdown.
Djokovic, who says he is taking a fresh mental approach after
struggling in recent months, revealed that he had made no
plans about retaining Becker in his team next year. “We are still
working (together), yeah... for now the plan is the rest of the
season, what’s left, indoor tournaments,” said Djokovic, after
reaching the Shanghai quarter-finals. Asked what would hap-
pen next year, the defending champion said: “We still haven’t
talked about it.”

Becker joined Djokovic’s coaching team at the start of 2014,
helping him win six of his 12 Grand Slam titles and put togeth-
er one of the all-time great seasons last year. Speculation about
their partnership has grown since the Serb suffered a crisis of
motivation and a series of injuries since completing a career
Grand Slam at the French Open. Djokovic lost in Wimbledon’s
third round and in round one at the Olympics before reaching
the US Open final, while also enduring wrist and elbow prob-
lems and admitting “private issues”.

“I don’t think about any trophies or number ones in the
world, rankings, anything like that. It’s completely different,” he
said this week, explaining his new approach. Djokovic skipped
last week’s China Open with his wrist injury but he was in
impeccable form as he dismantled Canadian qualifier Vasek
Pospisil 6-4, 6-4 yesterday. Second-ranked Andy Murray, who is
gunning for Djokovic’s world number one crown, was even
more impressive as he walloped Lucas Pouille 6-1, 6-3.  Murray
didn’t face any break points against France’s Pouille as, like
Djokovic, he raced into the last eight without dropping a set.

‘Lack of best efforts’
Separately Australia’s Kyrgios received a $16,500 fine after

his extraordinary 6-3, 6-1 defeat to 110th-ranked Mischa Zverev
where he tanked points and argued with fans. The combustible
world number 14 received the maximum $10,000 fine for “lack
of best efforts”, plus $5,000 for abusing a spectator and another
$1,500 for unsportsmanlike conduct. Trouble-prone Kyrgios, 21,
patted a slow serve into his opponent’s court and failed to con-
test several points in his second-round defeat on Wednesday.
Kyrgios also clashed with the chair umpire and fans, received a
code violation for swearing and had a heated argument with

one spectator when he was facing match points.
In further action, America’s Jack Sock beat Milos Raonic 0-6,

6-4, 7-6 (10/8), ending a run of eight straight defeats to the
Canadian fifth seed. And Jo-Wilfried Tsonga ousted racquet-
smashing teenager Alexander Zverev, denying the young
German a potential match-up with his older brother, Mischa.
Zverev, 19, pushed the ninth seed all the way until he was bro-
ken for 5-6 in the third set, prompting a furious racquet-batter-
ing which earned him a warning for unsportsmanlike conduct.

Tsonga, serving for the match, safely negotiated three break
points before a spectacular airborne smash set up match point,
which he gobbled up to win 6-7 (4/7), 6-2, 7-5. Zverev’s brother
Mischa, a decade older at 29, also went three sets against
Marcel Granollers of Spain but he won 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-1 to set
up a meeting with Djokovic. The Zverevs were the first brothers
since Olivier and Christophe Rochus at Miami 2006 to reach the
last 16 of a Masters tournament, and were on course to meet in
the semis. — AFP 
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SHANGHAI: Novak Djokovic of Serbia hits a return against Vasek Pospisil of Canada during the men’s singles
match at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP 

Djokovic drops Becker hint, Kyrgios fined
Djokovic dismantles Canadian qualifier Pospisil

Worried Nadal mulls 
slashing his schedule

SHANGHAI: Rafael Nadal said he may call an early halt to his
season and hit the practice courts instead as he bids to halt a
slide in his form and results in time for next season. The 30-year-
old, a 14-time Grand Slam champion, bore a worried look after
he was soundly beaten 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) by Viktor Troicki in his first
match at the Shanghai Masters. It extended a difficult run for the
Spanish left-hander who hasn’t reached a final since he won his
second title of the year in Barcelona in April.  

“I don’t know what’s going to happen in the next couple of
weeks. It’s something that I need to think about”, said the world
number five on Wednesday. “I cannot say now what I’m going to
do during the next month. I’m not sure about my calendar. I’m
not sure about the things that I need to do to try to be 100 per-
cent ready for next year.” The last events of the season include
the Swiss Indoors, the Paris Masters and the ATP World Tour
Finals in London. 

But Nadal said more tournaments may not be what he needs.
“Sometimes keeping (on) competing is not the solution.
Sometimes the solution is to practice and stop and have a
process of training. And maybe that’s an opportunity to do it,” he
said. “I’m not sure about that. Maybe I’m going to play in Basel in
two weeks. So it’s not the day and not the moment to analyse all
these kind of things.”

Steady decline
Nadal’s first ever defeat to Troicki, ranked 31st, came less than

a week after his dispiriting straight-sets loss to Grigor Dimitrov in
the China Open quarter-finals. Signs are growing of a steady
decline for the one-time clay court king, who won his first Slam
title aged 17 but hasn’t added to his tally of majors since the
2014 French Open. Nadal said he badly needed to work on his
once-formidable forehand, and the speed of movement which
made him a brick wall for so many opponents.  — AFP 

BEIJING: Top seed Agnieszka
Radwanska enjoyed a rapid win in the
WTA Tianjin Open second round yes-
terday, demolishing her opponent
Evgeniya Rodina 6-1, 6-1. At 103, the
Russian is exactly 100 places lower in
the WTA world rankings than the 2012
Wimbledon finalist, and the match
was over in a little more than an hour.
The only other seed in action yester-
day, Puerto Rican Monica Puig, also
had a straight sets win, disposing of

Spain’s Lara Arruabarrena 6-4, 6-2.
Low-ranked American Alison Riske,
the world number 56 whose victory at
the 2014 Tianjin Open remains her
only WTA Tour title, continued her
quest for a repeat, beating Poland’s
Magda Linette 6-3, 7-6 (7/2). China has
hosted an increasing number of WTA
tournaments as it seeks more clout in
the game. The Tianjin Open carries a
total prize purse of $426,750, accord-
ing to the WTA’s website. 

Zverev ousted 
In another development, Jo-

Wilfried Tsonga ousted racquet-
smashing teenager Alexander Zverev
at the Shanghai Masters yesterday,
denying the young German a poten-
tial match-up with his elder brother,
Mischa. Zverev, 19, pushed the ninth
seed all the way until he was broken
for 5-6 in the third set, prompting a
furious racquet-battering which
earned him a warning for unsports-
manlike conduct. Tsonga, serving for
the match, safely negotiated three
break points before a spectacular air-
borne smash set up match point,
which he gobbled up to win 6-7 (4/7),
6-2, 7-5 and reach the quarter-finals.

Zverev’s brother Mischa, a decade
older at 29 but ranked just 110th in
the world, also went three sets against
Marcel Granollers of Spain but he
came out on top 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-1. The
Zverevs were the first brothers since
Olivier and Christophe Rochus at
Miami 2006 to reach the last 16 of a
Masters tournament, and were on
course to meet in the semis. Alexander
Zverev has soared to 21st in the world
after he won last month in St
Petersburg, becoming the first teenag-
er in eight years to win an ATP tour
title. — Agencies 

Rapid-fire victory for Radwanska in Tianjin
Tsonga sends racquet-smashing Zverev packing

Agnieszka Radwanska 



BERLIN: The promotion of RB Leipzig to the
Bundesliga has caused resentment amongst hard-
core-fans of traditional teams, sparking fears that
‘plastic clubs’ could ruin the traditional culture in
Germany’s top flight. RB Leipzig are backed by
Austrian energy-drinks giants Red Bull, who took over
a football licence and founded the club in 2009. The
team was renamed RasenBallsport Leipzig, specifically
to get around the German league rule forbidding
teams from carrying a sponsor’s name.

Four promotions in seven years has taken Leipzig
to the Bundesliga and their young squad are unbeat-
en after six games on their first season in the top tier.
They have beaten both Borussia Dortmund and
Hamburg, while drawn with other powerhouse clubs
Cologne and Borussia Moenchengladbach. But their
impressive performances so far in their debut season

has earned little respect from Germany’s hardcore
fans-labeled ‘Ultras’.

Some Leipzig matches have been boycotted and a
severed bull’s head was even thrown onto the playing
area for an away German Cup match. Ultra fans of
Cologne blocked the Leipzig team bus for their home
game in September, which led to the kick-off being
delayed, while banners reading “We Hate RB” were on
display around the city. Borussia Dortmund’s Ultras
boycotted their away game in Leipzig last month,
with supporters groups refusing to put their money
into Red Bull’s pockets.

El Plastico  
“Red Bull Leipzig is leading the whole system of

football to ad absurdum,” filmmaker and Dortmund
fan Jan-Henrik Gruszecki told broadcaster Sport1.

“Traditional clubs like Dortmund, Schalke, Cologne
and Bayern Munich want to make money and play
football. “Red Bull want to sell a product and a brand.
This is the basic difference.” Hostility towards spon-
sored teams in Germany’s top flight is nothing new,
but RB Leipzig have crystallized growing resentments.

Ingolstadt, Bayer Leverkusen, Wolfsburg,
Hoffenheim and now Leipzig are all backed by wealthy
companies or individuals. None are widely popular
and all are dubbed plastic clubs. When Wolfsburg,
backed by car manufacturers Volkswagen, played
Bayer Leverkusen, sponsored by pharmaceutical firm
Bayer, last season, trade magazine Kicker dubbed it ‘El
Plastico’, a play on words using the ‘El Clasico’ refer-
ence to the Real Madrid-Barcelona clash. Theoretically,
Germany has a rule that should prevent individuals or
institutions owning clubs outright. — AFP 

Fans fear the rise of Germany’s ‘plastic clubs’

BEIJING: China’s latest football defeat has left
the country’s World Cup hopes in tatters, led
the national team’s coach to fall on his sword
and even prompted state media to ask if the
program should start again from scratch.
China coach Gao Hongbo announced his res-
ignation at a press conference in Tashkent fol-
lowing a 2-0 defeat to Uzbekistan on Tuesday
night, the latest in a string of humiliations,
including a World Cup qualifying defeat at
home to war-ravaged Syria a week ago. 

China’s crisis-they have lost three of their
World Cup qualifying matches and are bot-
tom of Asian qualifying Group A-comes as
huge sums of money are thrown at the game
in the hope that cold hard cash can end years
of underachievement. Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s call for the country to host and win a
World Cup by 2050 has triggered a flood of
investments by eager-to-please executives.
Enormous sums-more than 400 million euros
($440 million) this year-have been splashed
on bringing in foreign players to the Chinese
Super League. And companies from the
world’s second largest economy have either
bought outright or taken out huge invest-
ments in clubs in Italy, England and Spain.

‘Start again from zero’
The massive injection of capital has done

nothing to raise the standard of the national
team, making both fans and even state media
second-guess the country’s game plan.
“Should Chinese football start again from

zero?” asked a provocatively titled op-ed on
the website of the People’s Daily. The amount
of money being spent on the sport covers up
fundamental weaknesses, the article said
Wednesday, creating an illusion of progress
when in fact it was just “marking time or
going backwards”. 

Yesterday, the state-owned China Daily
cautioned that Chinese companies should
“invest carefully in European soccer”. Mark
Dreyer, a Beijing-based sports analyst, agrees.
“Investments in importing foreign stars to the
CSL and in acquiring football clubs have
made headlines, but have almost nothing to
do with improving the fortunes of the nation-
al team,” he said.

China’s national team are ranked a lowly
78th in the world by FIFA-just below the
Caribbean island nation of St Kitts and Nevis,
population 50,726 - and have qualified for the
World Cup only once in 2002 when they lost
every match and failed to score a goal.
“Simply put, the Chinese players are not good
enough to qualify for the World Cup and no
manager in the world... could realistically be
expected to change that,” Dreyer said. The
government’s increased focus on getting into
the team to the FIFA showpiece has only
“increased the pressure on players and offi-
cials”, he added.  

Next generation
Chinese fans and officials need to resign

themselves to at least another decade of dis-

appointment, according to commentators
who follow the country’s football programs.
The Asian giant has made improving youth
football programs a national priority, with an
official plan promising 20,000 academies and
30 million elementary and middle school
pupils playing the sport within four years. The
goal is to make China one of the world’s top
sides by 2050, the document said, to bring to
life “the sports-superpower dream”.

From the far western region of Xinjiang to
the capital, schools are making the beautiful
game an integral part of their physical educa-

tion curriculum. China has the right ingredi-
ents for success, said Marcus Luer, founder
and CEO of marketing agency Total Sports
Asia: “Deep human resources, money, political
will and hungry athletes.” The question is how
they were managed: “They need to be put
into the right structure and results will show.”
But even under a best case scenario, such ini-
tiatives will take time to show results, he
added. “It’s a process which will take time,
patience and money. It normally takes at least
10 years of methodical planning before you
see a major turnaround in sports.”— AFP 
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China’s crisis shows that money can’t buy success

XIAN: China’s national football coach Gao Hongbo reacts during the World Cup football
qualification match between China and Syria at Shanxi Stadium in Xian. — AFP 

LONDON: Liverpool and Manchester
United have warned fans that they will be
removed from Anfield and could face crim-
inal charges if found engaging in “offensive
or discriminatory behavior” in Monday’s
Premier League clash. The English clubs
were fined by UEFA earlier this year over a
variety of charges, including illicit chanti-
ng, during their Europa League last-16 tie
in March. The clubs were fined 40,000
euros ($44,804.00) each for the chants by
their fans.

“There is great rivalry between our fans
and we ask all supporters to be respectful
and help eradicate all forms of offensive
and discriminatory behavior from the
game,” the clubs said in a joint statement.
“If any supporters are found to be engaged
in any form of offensive or discriminatory

behavior by stewards or via CCTV then they
will be immediately removed from the sta-
dium, risk arrest, prosecution and be report-
ed in accordance with the club’s ground
regulations.” Liverpool manager Juergen
Klopp expects Monday’s clash to be a
thriller because of the typically fevered
atmosphere during the encounters.

Liverpool knocked United out of the
Europa League last season but have not
beaten them in domestic competition since
March 2014. “We are really looking forward
to what will be a fantastic game at Anfield.
Those Europa League games were really
nice.  Both games were intense and com-
petitive,” Klopp told Liverpool Echo. “We
were better in the first game at Anfield. We
had a fantastic atmosphere and the players
were inspired by that. — Reuters

Liverpool, Man United warn 
fans ahead of league clash 
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BERLIN: FIFA President Gianni Infantino’s
proposal for a bigger World Cup is com-
plete insanity, putting more pressure on
already stretched players and risking
damage to the sport’s showcase event,
Borussia Dortmund CEO Hans-Joachim
Watzke said yesterday. FIFA President
Gianni Infantino proposed this month
increasing the World Cup to 48 teams up
from the current 32. A decision will be
taken in January, but FIFA is discussing it
this week. “I am totally against it. It is
complete insanity,” Watzke told Reuters
in an interview. “The World Cup is the
biggest thing in football and should not
be played around with.”

He said players were already playing
too many games, in several competitions
simultaneously. “Players are already per-
manently stretched too thin. For FIFA
this may not be important at all but we
as a club have to go against it,” Watzke
said. “What will happen next? The next
FIFA President proposes 84 clubs? Look
at the huge gaps in the qualifiers that
already exist. The qualifiers are at times
so boring that any thought of a bigger
World Cup is crazy.” A FIFA spokesperson
simply said: “The proposal for a 48-team
World Cup will be discussed at the FIFA
Council during the next two days.”

Watzke said the many competitions
could prove a challenge for Dortmund as
well this season, following the departure
of key players, including Mats Hummels,
Ilkay Guendogan and Henrikh
Mkhitaryan. “In the last years we had a
well-tuned team but this season five
players, of which three are key players,
left and we brought in eight young play-
ers,” he said. “We had a lot of respect for
the season before the start and after the
first two months in all competitions we
are absolutely on target.” Dortmund are
four points off leaders Bayern and top of
their Champions League group, ahead of
Real Madrid.

Season setbacks 
“Players like (new signings) Ousmane

Dembele, Emre Mor or Raphael
Guerreiro... they do not know how it is
to play in three competitions at the
same time so this is a challenge,” Watzke
said. “But we will play a good season
although there will be setbacks, no
doubt, given the age of the team and
the three competitions we are playing
in. That is something that cannot be
avoided.” Dortmund are challenging for
the Bundesliga, the Champions League
and the German Cup. 

Off the pitch the club is expecting
another successful season, after posting
a record 376 million euro turnover in
2015/16 that was partly driven by trans-
fer revenues. “Our aim is to break the
400 million euro (turnover) mark by
2019,” he said. “I do not rule it out for

this season either but you cannot accu-
rately answer that yet. If we reach that it
will be because of the club’s sporting
success.

Proposed changes to the Champions
League from 2018 onwards, giving
Germany, among other big leagues, four
guaranteed automatic group spots,
could further boost revenues. “I think all
in all it is a good compromise,” he said
of UEFA’s proposed changes. These
have been criticized by other leagues,
who say bigger clubs gain too much of
an advantage. “I am happy with this for-
mat. Bayern but also Borussia Dortmund
will participate in sharing more rev-
enues from 2018 onwards and rightly
so.” “Bayern but also us, we both helped
to leave the mark on this international
competition in the past seasons,”
Watzke said.— Reuters

LONDON: The football agent who set
up the meeting that led to Sam
Allardyce losing his job as England
manager has labeled the decision to
sack him “a joke”. Scott McGarvey, a
longstanding friend of Allardyce, said
yesterday he felt “devastated” to have
set in motion a train of events that led
to the former Bolton, Newcastle, West
Ham and Sunderland boss being
sacked by the Football Association
after just one game in charge of
England. 

Allardyce, 61, was sacked following
the publication by the Daily Telegraph
last month of controversial comments
made to undercover reporters. He was
secretly filmed giving advice on how to
circumnavigate transfer rules and
mocking England predecessor Roy
Hodgson. Appointed England manager
on a £3 million-a-year contract ($3.9
million), Allardyce also agreed to travel
to Singapore and Hong Kong as an
ambassador for their fictitious firm for

a fee of £400,000.
Allardyce attended the meeting in a

London hotel at the instigation of
McGarvey. “I’m devastated for him
(Allardyce),” McGarvey told Sky Sports.
I can’t think of anything worse that
could have happened. “He’s got to feel
I’m responsible because I’m the one
who’s brought him to the meeting, but
he’s only come for me. “He’s never
once spoken about money. He’s never
once said anything about money. It
was only, ‘Are you okay, lad? I’ll help
you’.” McGarvey insisted he had no
knowledge either he or Allardyce were
being set-up in a newspaper ‘sting’
until long after the meeting.

‘Hurt’  
“Do I think he holds me responsi-

ble? I think he’s known me for a long,
long time. He knows that I’d never do
that to him or to anybody in football,”
McGarvey said. “I can understand if he
doesn’t speak to me again. I need to

respect that, but I hope not because
we go back a long way. “It might take a
bit of time because I know how hurt he
is at losing the England job. “It doesn’t

matter if you’re the manager of Crewe
and you lose your job but if you’re the
manager of England and you lose your
job after one game, it’s a joke.” — AFP 

48-team WCup 
faces key test 

LAUSANNE: FIFA president Gianni Infantino’s plan to
expand the World Cup faces a key test at a meeting of
world football’s top executives. Infantino wants to
expand the tournament to 48 teams, a contentious move
that critics say would dilute the quality of World Cup
competition and add new fixtures to football’s already
packed calendar.  

“It is not a secret that I believe in an expansion of the
World Cup,” Infantino said last week, opting for a 48-
team competition by 2026. Infantino has floated a pro-
posal that would see the 16 winners of group qualifying
rounds automatically book a place in the showcase tour-
nament. An additional 32 teams would battle it out in a
new pre-tournament play-in round, with 16 nations mov-
ing on to the World Cup. 

Infantino told AFP that for the World Cup proper “the
ideal format is 32 teams”, but that would not stop him
from seeking to widen opportunities for more countries
while boosting revenues from the cash cow tournament.
The powerful 36-member FIFA Council will weigh the
idea at the meeting yesterday and Friday but a final deci-
sion will not be made until next year, Infantino said. It has
been nearly eight-months since the Swiss-Italian national
was elected to take over world football’s governing body
amid an unprecedented crisis. 

His tenure has faced its share of challenges: he has
been the target of an ethics probe that ultimately cleared
him any wrongdoing, a former top executive blasted
Infantino as an autocrat in his resignation letter, while
prosecutors in the United States and Switzerland contin-
ue to probe decades of FIFA graft.  But Infantino has
insisted he remains focused on reforming an organiza-
tion that had become globally disgraced under the lead-
ership of ex-president Sepp Blatter. The 46-year-old
lawyer and former UEFA number two has made growing
football globally and increasing FIFA income top priori-
ties of his administration. 

Broadening the World Cup could further both objec-
tives. A marketing executive who worked with Infantino
at UEFA and requested anonymity told AFP the FIFA chief
may be pushing for a 48-team tournament as leverage
but would settle for a 40-team format. The 40-team idea
was studied last year by FIFA’s executive committee-
since renamed the FIFA Council-but no decision was
reached. A FIFA Council member, also speaking anony-
mously, said broadcasters who pay hugely lucrative
rights fees would likely have the final say on any changes
to the World Cup format.  — AFP 

Sam Allardyce

ZURICH: FIFA President Gianni Infantino poses for a picture during an interview
with AFP at the world football’s governing body headquarters in Zurich. — AFP 

Bigger World Cup is ‘complete 
insanity’, says Dortmund CEO
FIFA President proposes a bigger World Cup

Allardyce’s sacking ‘a joke,’ agent says 
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PARIS: Nice coach Lucien Favre urged
the surprise Ligue 1 leaders to look no
further than today’s clash against tradi-
tional French giants Lyon as they bid
to extend their unbeaten start. Nice
lead Cote d’Azur rivals Monaco by a
point at the top after eight matches,
and Favre is counting on his players to
resume where they left off prior to the
international break. No team has ever
finished below second with 20 points
on the board at this stage of the cam-
paign, but the Swiss swiftly refused to
entertain thoughts of Nice achieving
their best result since ending the 1975-
76 campaign as runners-up. “We’re not
thinking about that, but just the match
and staying focused on it and nothing
else,” said Favre, who will have Mario
Balotelli available after the striker’s red
card against Lorient was overturned.

“There’s only three points to play
for and we’re taking things match by
match,  i t ’s  the best  solution,”  he
added. “We’re up against a very good
side. Lyon have been one of the flag-
ship teams in Ligue 1 for years, they
have lots of internationals.”Balotelli’s
return is particularly welcome news
with the rejuvenated Italian having
scored five goals in just three league
appearances since his arrival from
Liverpool. Fifth-place Lyon defeated
bitter enemies Saint-Etienne 2-0 last
time out but would fall 10 points off
the pace should they lose at the Allianz
Riviera.

Falcao awaiting tests
Radamel Falcao will undergo neuro-

logical tests to determine whether he
can return for Monaco’s trip to fourth-
place Toulouse, with the Colombia for-
ward sidelined for the past three weeks
following a concussion sustained
against Nice. Coach Leonardo Jardim
made no secret that his preference
would have been to play on Saturday,
but a visit to the Pink City, so-called
because of its  terracotta bricks,  is
unlikely to hold much fear for a team
that has lost just once in their last 11
outings there. “Stats are stats but foot-
ball is not like that. It’s always a new
game against a team which has started
well in the league, is well organized
and has good players,” said Jardim,

whose side travel to CSKA Moscow in
the Champions League next Tuesday.

Reigning champions Paris Saint-
Germain are third, four points behind
Nice, as they continue to adapt to life
under new boss Unai Emery. With eight
goals in seven league games, Edinson
Cavani has assumed the role vacated
by Zlatan Ibrahimovic,  and the
Uruguayan will fancy his chances of
adding to that tally away to bottom
side Dijon tomorrow.  Lille, who head
to Guingamp this weekend, remain
mired in the relegation zone despite a
1-0 win before the international break,
while Marseille will look to exploit a
Metz side low on confidence after con-
ceding seven at home to Monaco in
their previous match.—AFP 

Favre keeps Nice grounded 
despite Ligue 1 flying start

Nice 8 6 2 0 14 5 20
Monaco 8 6 1 1 22 9 19
Paris SG 8 5 1 2 17 6 16
Toulouse 8 4 2 2 11 6 14
Lyon 8 4 1 3 15 9 13
Bordeaux 8 4 1 3 11 10 13
Rennes 8 4 1 3 9 10 13
Metz 8 4 1 3 9 15 13
Saint-Etienne 8 3 3 2 10 8 12
Guingamp 8 3 2 3 9 8 11

Bastia 8 3 1 4 6 6 10
Angers 8 3 1 4 8 9 10
Caen 8 3 1 4 7 14 10
Marseille 8 2 3 3 10 10 9
Dijon 8 2 2 4 11 13 8
Nantes 8 2 2 4 4 8 8
Montpellier 8 1 4 3 9 15 7
Lille 8 2 1 5 8 14 7
Lorient 8 2 0 6 5 13 6
Nancy 8 1 2 5 3 10 5

French League table
PARIS: French Ligue 1 table ahead of this weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Spartak, Rostov face off 
MOSCOW: Russia’s Premier League co-leaders Spartak Moscow
hope to bounce back from two consecutive league defeats when
they take on last season’s surprise runners-up Rostov tomorrow.
Spartak top the league table having won more matches this sea-
son, with Zenit Saint Petersburg, the league’s only unbeaten side,
in second, level on points. 

Reigning champions CSKA Moscow are a point behind in third
after sliding to a 2-0 defeat at fourth-placed Rostov. Spartak man-
ager Massimo Carrera, who blamed his team’s defeat at St
Petersburg on a lapse of concentration and lack of creativity in
attack, told his men to put the slip-up behind them. “After the
match at Saint Petersburg we had some time to rest and to do our
homework,” Carrera said. 

“We need to learn from the mistakes that we’ve made in our
previous encounter to avoid them in the future. Now we need to
focus on the match with Rostov. A win on Saturday will maintain
our lead in the league.” Meanwhile, Zenit, fresh from their win
over Spartak, which allowed them to join the Muscovites at the
top of the table, are set to extend their winning ways when they
visit lowly Ural Yekaterinburg on Sunday.  “It was an amazing
encounter,” Zenit striker Artem Dzyuba told his club’s official site.
“I’d like to play as many matches of such an importance and heat
of emotions as possible.

“Now we need keep our fighting spirit for the match at
Yekaterinburg. Ural will try to show their best against one of the
league leaders in front of their home crowd.” The champions
CSKA, who have missed a chance to move top at Rostov, will try to
boost their morale ahead of the crucial Champions League match
with the French side Monaco when they take on Ufa on Friday.
However, the Red Army side manager Leonid Slutsky has warned
his men against taking ninth-placed Ufa lightly.

“I expect a tough match as Ufa are on the rise, they are unbeat-
en in their last five league matches,” he said. “But I believe we’re
capable of producing quality football despite our personnel prob-
lems.” Today CSKA will be without Finland international Roman
Eremenko, who was last week suspended by UEFA for 30 days for
reasons yet to be revealed but which are rumored to be to do with
the use of a tobacco substitute.  Meanwhile, their first-choice goal-
keeper Igor Akinfeev, playmaker Alan Dzagoev and midfielder
Alexander Golovin, who all missed Russia’s friendly with Costa Rica
through injuries, remain uncertain for Ufa encounter.—AFP

Villa appoint 
Bruce as Di 

Matteo’s 
successor

LONDON: Aston Villa appointed Steve Bruce as the
Championship side’s new manager on Wednesday, the strug-
gling second-tier English club confirmed. Bruce, 55, replaces
Roberto Di Matteo at the helm of a team who were relegated
from the Premier League last season and who are now lan-
guishing in 19th place in the Championship. He becomes the
fourth permanent manager in the last 12 months at Villa Park.
Former Manchester United defender Bruce returns to man-
agement after quitting Hull in July, having successfully guided
the Tigers back to the Premier League.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity. It is one of the big clubs of
this country.  To be given the opportunity to manage it is ter-
rific,” Bruce told the club’s official website. “I relish the chal-
lenge of trying to take the club where it wants to go and
needs to be - and try to turn around the misfortune we seem
to have had over the past few years. I am absolutely delighted
to have been given the chance. I hope I can do my stuff.”
Bruce, who was in charge at city rivals Birmingham from 2001
to 2007, will be in the dugout for Saturday’s derby clash
against local rivals Wolves as Villa look to snap a nine-match
winless run.

The affable Bruce has always been the leading contender
for Villa, who also interviewed assistant manager Steve Clarke,
after Di Matteo was axed. Villa’s Chief executive Keith Wyness,
ex-boss Brian Little and technical director Steve Round
advised owner Tony Xia, who had the final say. “I’m delighted
to welcome Steve to the club. With his track record, not only
at leading teams to promotion from the Championship but
also vast experience in the Premier League,” Xia said on secur-
ing Bruce’s services. —AFPSteve Bruce

Dee out as Padres 
president following 

miserable season
SAN DIEGO: Mike Dee is out as president of the San Diego Padres,
who were embroiled in a major controversy toward the end of
another miserable season. Managing partner Peter Seidler offered
little insight into Dee’s departure Wednesday. He denied Dee was
fired, but wouldn’t say whether Dee resigned or if it was a mutual
decision. 

Seidler said Dee’s contract wasn’t set to expire until August
2018. Whatever happened, Dee’s ouster comes less than a month
after general manager AJ Preller was given an unprecedented
monthlong suspension without pay by MLB after its investigation
revealed the Padres had withheld medical information from trade
partners, including in the deal that sent All-Star left-hander Drew
Pomeranz to the Boston Red Sox.

“This had nothing to do with Preller,” Seidler said. “Mike’s not
taking the fall for the AJ stuff.” Seidler has said that Preller’s job is
safe. “Our baseball operations area is outstanding as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Seidler said. “We’ve got to fix our medical practices, which
we’re well on our way to making happen.” Preller had reported to
Dee. Seidler, the nephew of former Los Angeles Dodgers owner
Peter O’Malley, said he and executive chairman Ron Fowler must
decide whether Preller will report to them or to the new president.

Dee didn’t immediately respond to calls and texts seeking com-
ment. Fowler said in an email that he was in New York for CBA
negotiations and “will have no further statement.” The Padres had
released a one-sentence statement saying simply that Fowler and
Seidler “announced the departure of” Dee. Besides Preller’s suspen-
sion, there were other embarrassments during Dee’s tenure that
brought unwanted attention to a franchise that has missed the
playoffs for 10 straight seasons and is in a deep rebuilding mode.

The Padres angered many fans two years ago when they
named their hall of fame plaza for former commissioner Bud Selig,
a move that many felt helped San Diego land the 2016 All-Star
Game.  The Padres eventually reversed course on naming the plaza
for Selig. Early in the 2016 season, the San Diego Gay Men’s Chorus
was embarrassed when a Padres contract employee inadvertently
played a recording of a woman singing the national anthem rather
than a tape of the chorus singing it. —AP
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