
By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: An Arab expat was recently killed when he lost con-
trol over his vehicle and drove into a light post along the
Abadali farms highway. Security sources said that firemen had
to cut the vehicle’s Dupree to retrieve the man’s body. 

Blogger arrested
A famous blogger was recently arrested for being drunk,

dressed in army uniform, assaulting worshippers inside a

mosque in Mangaf and recording videos. 

‘Prostitutes’ arrested
Immigration detectives recently stormed two fake labor

offices where they arrested 17 Asians female. The women were
alleged hiring out as prostitutes to earn extra cash on their
weekly day off from their sponsors’ houses. In another incident,
an Asian was recently arrested in Farwaniya with the posses-
sion of home-made liquor, said security sources. 

Woman penalized 
MoI’s Relations and Security Media announced that stan-

dard legal measures have been taken against a female citizen
who insulted a traffic policeman after she was issued a ticket as
shown on social media. Denying the suspect’s allegations on
social media, the department stressed that the woman’s dri-
ver’s license was withdrawn pending further legal measures. 

Asians arrested for stealing
Two Asians working in a public hospital were recently

arrested for stealing and selling narcotic drugs and other med-
ications. Security sources said that the suspects used to stuff
their pockets with medicines and store them in their residence
before selling them to a third suspect. The sources added that
the suspects also had KD 1100 in cash which they had collected
from selling the drugs. Also, 8,064 pills were found in his pos-

session. Security sources estimated the market value of the
stolen drugs to over KD 10,000. 
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Maids leave but
aren’t blacklisted

KUWAIT: Around 900 domestic helpers have left Kuwait since
January through a travel program organized by their
embassies. The maids, most of whom absconded from their
employers were not blacklisted from returning to the country
and did not have their fingerprints taken as part of the normal
deportation procedures. The program is run in concert with the
Interior Minister as part of the partial amnesty, sources noted. 

RIYADH: A Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) health ministerial committee, in its
third meeting yesterday issued an execu-
tive decision to ensure healthcare equali-
ty amongst GCC citizens. In a statement
to the press after the meeting, Kuwait’s
Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi said that
the GCC health ministers conversed
about a number of issues germane to
healthcare in GCC nations. Moreover, he
underscored the importance of such
meetings to bolster joint work that
bodes well for GCC nationals, adding
that a strategy to implement decisions
that cater to the youth was also dis-
cussed. The meeting also yielded plans
to enhance cooperation in the health-
care sector, in addition to a report that
detailed how far recent decisions made
by the ministerial council have come.

On a related note, the meeting also
featured discussions over how to deal
with health emergencies and sustained
development goals, as well as volun-
teerism in the healthcare realm. In a
speech to kick off the meeting, the GCC
General Secretariat’s Assistant Secretary
General for Economic and Development
Affairs Abdullah bin Jumaa Al-Shibli
spoke of grand GCC accomplishments in
the healthcare sector. He also revealed
that a planned higher committee of GCC
economic and development affairs will
soon be formed, tasked with laying out
strategies and plans to ensure further
economic development. 

Strategic dialogue 
Meanwhile, GCC and Turkey yester-

day held the 5th session of their bilateral
strategic dialogue, in Riyadh. The ses-
sion brings together the foreign minis-
ters from both sides, together with the
Turkish Ministry of Economy. Kuwait’s
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah is leading the coun-
try’s delegation to the meeting.

The session continues the construc-
tive meetings between the two sides, in
light of directives by the GCC leaders to

discuss means of bolstering the histori-
cal ties with Turkey, Saudi Foreign
Minister Ahmed Al-Jubeir told the gath-
ering. Al-Jubeir, current president of the
GCC Ministerial Council, stressed the
existence of the will to promote the
already well-established GCC-Turkey
relations, and to proceed for achieving
joint strategic partnership for the good
of both sides, in line with the agreed-
upon work plan.

Today’s meeting offers a good
opportunity to carry on with consulta-
tions on the challenges and escalating
developments in the region, besides
coordinating stances to counter them,
he said. These are topped with the
Palestinian cause, the Syrian crisis and
the situation in Yemen. In statements to
the meeting, Turkey’s Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu, and Minister of
Economy Nihat Zeybekci, reiterated
Ankara’s keenness on enhancing rela-
tions with the GCC, saying that coordi-
nating stances on the regional and inter-
national issues is important for both.

The meeting aims to promote bilater-
al ties in all fields for the good of both
sides, the GCC Secretary General
Abdullatif Al-Zayani said. It comes amid
hard security circumstances in Syria,
Iraq, Palestine, Yemen and Libya, Al-
Zayani said, noting that discussing the
regional issues is likely to enhance the
efforts seeking stability in the region,
countering terrorism and protecting
civilians against the scourge of war, as
well as delivering humanitarian aid.

The gathering reaffirms GCC-Turkey
relations for promoting bilateral coordi-
nation and cooperation through the
mechanism of strategic dialogue, that
took off in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, in 2008,
the secretary said. Over the past years,
cooperation has led to remarkable
progress, pushing prospects of econom-
ic and trade to higher levels. Then the
GCC and the Turkish ministers held a
closed meeting to discuss the topics on
the agenda. A press conference is
expected later today to shed light on
the discussions. — Agencies 

Drug dealers arrested

Four Asians were recently arrested in Salwa in posses-
sion of meth, heroin and a bar of hashish, said security
sources noting that detectives also found some copper
cutting gear in the suspects’ vehicle. A case was filed and
further investigations are in progress. 

Fight in Hawally

Two Asians were recently arrested for fighting in Hawally.
The two men threw stones and used bats during the fight.

Fake checkpoint busted

A citizen was recently arrested in Amghara scrap market
for impersonating as police detective and setting up a fake
checkpoint. Upon questioning by a police patrol, the sus-
pect claimed to be an Interpol detective and refused to
show any ID. 

Meth user caught

A citizen was recently arrested in Farwaniya in possession
of meth, said security sources noting that the suspect attract-
ed the attention of a police patrol when he could not control
his vehicle and drove it onto the curb. The man confessed to
having taken illicit drugs. 

Officer, woman in dispute

A traffic policeman recently filed a complaint accusing a
female citizen of insulting him while on duty, said security
sources noting that the policeman stated that he stopped
the woman for a traffic violation and on asking for her dri-
ver’s license, she scolded and threatened him. The woman
also filed a complaint accusing the policeman of ticketing
her because she had rejected his attempts to flirt. 

GCC health ministers lay the 
groundwork for parity law
Gulf, Turkey hold 5th strategic dialogue session 

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah (center)
arrives for a meeting with foreign ministers of the GCC in the Saudi capital
Riyadh yesterday. — AFP 

Accident kills one


