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Police raid 3 ‘illicit’ 
by-election centers

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry forces raided three places
where illegal by-elections were being held recently,
two in Jahra and one in Farwaniya. Dozens of people
were detained and organizers were arrested. By-elec-
tions are illegal in Kuwait as per Article 45 of law num-
ber 35/1962 and its amendments pertaining parlia-
mentary elections, reported Al-Anbaa. According to
the article, “He who organizes or takes part in organiz-
ing by-elections unofficially done prior to parliamen-
tary elections in order to choose a candidate to repre-
sent a certain sect (or group) will be punished by a
maximum of five years imprisonment and/or a fine
from KD 2000-5000.” 

Kuwait Energy commence 
oil production in Faihaa-2 

KUWAIT:  Kuwait Energy plc (Kuwait Energy)
announced the commencement of production in
Faihaa-2 well in the Block 9 concession situated in
the Basra Governorate, in Southern Iraq. The well
started commercial production at 36/64 inch choke
size and has stabilized at rate of 5,600 bpd. Kuwait
Energy holds a 60% revenue interest and is the oper-
ator of the Block 9 concession, while Dragon Oil
holds 30% and the Egyptian General Petroleum
Corporation holds 10%. Kuwait Energy is an inde-
pendent oil and gas company actively engaged in
the exploration, appraisal, development and produc-
tion of hydrocarbons. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Three lawmakers yesterday filed a
request to grill Finance Minister and Acting
Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh over the govern-
ment decision to raise petrol prices. Another
lawmaker, Abdullah Maayouf, also filed a
separate request to grill the justice and
Islamic Affairs Minister over alleged financial
and administrative violations. MPs Abdullah
Al-Turaiji, Ali Al-Khamees and Ahmad Al-
Azemi said in their grilling that the govern-
ment decision to raise petrol prices was
“unjustified” and taken without any study.

Although the council of ministers has
taken the decision, the three MPs blamed
the Finance Minister for failing to check ris-
ing corruption in the country and taking suf-
ficient steps to stop the squandering of
public funds. In his request to interpolate
justice minister Yacoub Al-Sane, Maayouf
accused the minister of exploiting his posi-
tion for personal benefit and for a host of
alleged financial and administrative viola-
tions in addition to failure to cooperate with
lawmakers.

The two grillings, besides the grilling
filed on Sunday also against Sane by MP
Ahmad Al-Qhudhaibi, will certainly intensify
the political crisis in the country between
the government and the National Assembly
over a variety of issues, mainly price hikes.
There have been calls by a number of MPs
for the government to step down after they
claimed it has failed to manage the eco-
nomic file in the wake of the sharp drop in
oil prices.

Earlier this week, a number of lawmakers

anticipated that the Assembly will likely be
dissolved even before it starts the new term
next Tuesday. “The government has proven
that it is incapable of running the country”
said Turaiji after filing the grilling against the
Finance Minister. “The Kuwaiti people are
not beggars” he insisted while explaining
the reasons for filing the grilling. The grilling
is based on three main issues; mismanage-
ment and random decisions, squandering
oil resources and a lack of credibility in
cooperating with the National Assembly.

“As we have promised the Kuwaiti peo-
ple that we will file to grill the finance minis-
ter for raising petrol prices, today we are ful-
filling our pledge,” MP Khamees told
reporters. “If the National Assembly gets dis-
solved, we will resubmit the grilling in the
new house if we get elected” he said. MP
Azemi urged the government to withdraw
its decision on petrol prices. “The govern-
ment must back down on its decision of
raising petrol prices. We have cautioned the
government several times ... We will not
accept that ordinary people bear the bur-
den of the government failure” Azemi said.
Petrol prices were increased by between 40
and 80 percent by reducing government
subsidies in a bid to contribute to plugging
a budget deficit resulting from low oil price.

Kuwait posted a budget shortfall of KD
4.6 billion in the 2015/2016 fiscal year which
ended March 31 for the first time after post-
ing healthy surpluses for 16 consecutive fis-
cal years. The government is projecting a
deficit of over KD 8.7 billion in the current
fiscal year. The government said it will resort
to borrowing through bond issuance in the

domestic and international markets to meet
the budget deficit. In a bid to resolve the
standoff with MPs, the government offered
last week to provide 75 liters of free petrol
monthly to every Kuwaiti citizen with a dri-
ver’s license. It excluded expatriates from
the grant.

But a majority of MPs rejected the offer
as insufficient and demanded that the
government totally exempts Kuwaiti citi-
zens from the hike. They also warned that
if the government does not withdraw its
decisions, they will file to grill ministers.
More grillings are expected to be filed
next week. MP Faisal  Al-Kundari  has
vowed to file to grill the finance minister
over the petrol price hike. He said he will
file the grilling on the first day of the new
term next Tuesday. Three more MPs,
Jamal Al-Omar, Saleh Ashour and Hamdan
Al-Azemi are reported to be preparing to
file to grill the prime minister over the
petrol price hike.

MP Jamal Al-Omar was reported by
local newspapers as saying that the nation-
al assembly may submit a no-cooperation
motion with the government to the Amir
who will then either dissolve the assembly
or dismiss the cabinet. Veteran MP Khalaf
Dumaitheer said earlier this week that he
expects the Assembly to be dissolved with-
in days. Under the constitution, only the
Amir has the right to dissolve the assembly
before completing its term. Political con-
sultations over the weekend and early next
week will determine the future of the
national assembly already in its last term of
the four-year life.

Political crisis brews 
MPs file request to grill ministers

KUWAIT: Ministry of Health yesterday launched a national vaccination campaign against respiratory diseases including seasonal flu and pneumococcal diseases by
providing over 33 preventive health centers with thousands of the vaccine shots. 
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Nine fishing vessels seized 
after ‘crossing illegally’

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s coast guard has managed to seize
nine fishing vessels after they had crossed the country’s
marine borders illegally, Ministry of Interior (MoI) said
yesterday. The radar systems monitored the vessels
while fishing outside the borders of Kuwait, added the
Ministry’s Security Media Department in a statement. The
vessels did not carry any legal permits to allow them
entry and exit to and from the country, it noted. All fish-
ing tools and equipment were confiscated and there
would be an action against the violators, the statement
pointed out. The vessels were moved to Sabah Al-Ahmad
naval base. The ministry called on all people to abide by
relevant regulations and laws, stressing that those who
commit violations will face liability. 

2 acquitted of Daesh links MoH investigates MP’s death
By Mesh’al Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health has officially condoled
the family of the late MP Falah Al-Sawwagh and stressed
that an investigation into his death was underway. Al-
Sawwagh, a former opposition Islamist lawmaker, died
unexpectedly following a recent surgery. Earlier reports
indicated that the ex lawmaker’s condition deteriorated
after a liposuction at the Babtain hospital for burns and
plastic surgeries, and was later shifted to the intensive
care unit where he died. He was 56. Sawwagh was elected
to the National Assembly for the first time in 2009 and was
reelected in Feb 2012. But he boycotted as part of the
opposition the following two polls in protest against the
change in the voting system. Sawwagh previously worked
for the Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC),
amongst other institutions.

KUWAIT: The Court of Appeal yesterday acquitted an
Egyptian and a Jordanian of charges of being affiliated with
Daesh (the Islamic State militant group in Iraq and Syria).
The men were also acquitted of being involved in a plot to
overthrow the leadership of Kuwait and of circulating publi-
cations in various mosques urging people to join Daesh.
Last weekend Kuwaiti authorities arrested an Egyptian man
who attacked US soldiers in Kuwait. 

The man rammed an explosives-laden garbage truck into
a vehicle carrying 5 US soldiers. Only the Egyptian man was
injured and the soldiers pulled him from the truck in a bid to
save his life. The man, 28 year old Ibrahim Sulaiman, later
admitted while in hospital that he had pledged alliance to
the Islamic State. In June 2015, an Islamic State suicide
bomber blew himself up at a mosque in Kuwait City, killing
27 people and wounding dozens. 


