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JUNEAU, ALASKA: Alaska’s two US senators
resigned leadership posts in the state
Republican party after denouncing GOP pres-
idential nominee Donald Trump and saying
he should step aside. US Sens. Lisa Murkowski
and Dan Sullivan voluntarily resigned over
the weekend as honorary members of the
party’s state central committee, Murkowski
campaign spokesman Robert Dillon said
Tuesday.

Party officers are expected to back party
candidates. Last month, several GOP officers
resigned their posts to publicly back
Republican-turned-Libertarian Joe Miller in
his challenge to Murkowski in this fall’s
Senate race. State GOP chairman Tuckerman
Babcock said Murkowski and Sullivan held
their party leadership posts by virtue of hold-
ing elected office and would have those posi-
tions restored after the election. On Saturday,
after a 2005 video surfaced in which Trump

made lewd comments about women,
Murkowski said Trump had “forfeited the
right to be our party’s nominee.” She had not
previously endorsed Trump. Sullivan, who
had backed Trump, withdrew his support and
said he would support Trump’s running mate,
Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, for president.
Babcock said the state GOP remains commit-
ted to Murkowski as the party nominee in her
re-election bid. The state party also remains
behind Trump, he said.

Repentant
When asked his reaction to Trump’s video,

Miller pointed to a Facebook post he’d writ-
ten saying he found Trump’s comments
about women reprehensible but takes him at
his word that he is “repentant.”

He called Murkowski’s position on Trump
“a little curious” because Trump is the
Republican nominee but said this isn’t the

first time Murkowski hasn’t supported a GOP
nominee, an apparent jab at her refusal to
support Miller’s 2010 Senate campaign after
he beat her in the GOP primary that year. She
went on to win with a general election write-
in campaign.

Pollster Ivan Moore said Murkowski faced
less of a dilemma in taking a stance against
Trump than other GOP candidates because
she draws support across the political spec-
trum. But he said some Trump supporters
might see that as the “final straw” from
Murkowski and vote for Miller. One of the crit-
icisms that Murkowski has faced is that she is
not conservative enough or is a Republican in
name only.

Moore believes Murkowski holds the edge
in a race that also includes Democrat Ray
Metcalfe and independent Margaret Stock.
Murkowski on Tuesday reported that she had
raised $415,000 between July 28 and Sept. 30

and had nearly $1.6 million on hand. The oth-
er candidates had not yet released their latest
fundraising details.

Metcalfe said he will support his party’s
presidential nominee, Hillary Clinton, though
isn’t enthusiastic about it. Independent
Margaret Stock hasn’t said who she will sup-
port. All this comes as the Senate candidates
prepare for their first general election debate
Wednesday night in Kodiak. They’ll be debat-
ing without Miller, who will be in Sitka, Miller
spokesman Randy DeSoto said.

Miller’s campaign has taken issue with
some of the forums in which Murkowski has
agreed to participate, seeing them as friendly
to Murkowski. DeSoto said Miller has commit-
ted to four debates or forums, two of which
Murkowski also plans to attend. “I think this
puts to rest the accusation that Sen.
Murkowski is avoiding debates,” said Dillon,
Murkowski’s spokesman. —AP

Murkowski, Sullivan resign GOP posts after denouncing Trump

NEW YORK: Considering the recommen-
dation contented in the latest Security
Council resolution 2311, and its recom-
mendation, the General Assembly
appointed by acclamation the
Portuguese Antonio Guterres to be the
ninth Secretary General.

At the UN General Assembly main hall,
member states gathered appointing the
successor of UN chief Ban Ki-moon. The
GA welcomed the process of selection
and appointment of the Secretary
General and its timely conclusion, guided
by the principles of transparency and
inclusivity as set out in its past resolutions
in this matter, including the organization
of informal dialogues with all candidates
for the position of Secretary General.

The President of General Assembly
71st session Peter Thomson congratulat-
ed the designate on emerging as the best
candidate from such an historically rigor-
ous and comprehensive process.
“Guterres embodies the highest stan-
dards of competence, integrity and lead-
ership needed for the position,” he said.

Thomson affirmed that Guterres’ dedi-
cation to the high ideals and common
values of the United Nations is beyond
doubt. Thomson expressed confidence
that Guterres will serve the global com-
munity with dedication, as a moral
authority, and be the voice of the collec-
tive conscience and humanity, through-
out his term.

Ban Ki-moon congratulates 
Warmly congratulating Guterres on his

election, Ban on this occasion told the
gathered members that he have long val-
ued his advice and long admired his spirit
of service. “He is a wonderful choice to
steer this Organization as we build on the
progress of the past decade while
addressing the insecurity and uncertain-
ties of today’s world,” he said.

As he prepare to hand over the baton
of leadership, Ban said he  know that
Member States, the outstanding women
and men of the United Nations, and the
people of the world are all looking forward
to Guterres tenure with confidence and
excitement. On behalf of the Asia-Pacific
Group, its Chair Ambassador Mansour Al-

Otaibi the Permanent Representative of
Kuwait, addressed the GA thanking the
outgoing Chief Ban praising his efforts and
service. “He has inspired a global develop-
ment for the future through the advance-
ment in areas of women empowerment,
gender equality, human rights and climate
change,” he added.

On Guterres’ election, Al-Otaibi said it
signals an era of change at the United
Nations. As a momentous selection pro-
cedure was initiated this year, which
involved public hearings and informal
dialogues, a Global Town Hall meeting
and meetings with all of the United
Nations regional groups, Al-Otaibi noted
that it never has the election process
been more “open and transparent.” Over
six straw polls in the Security Council,
Guterres was a clear favorite for the posi-
tion, he added.

The Asia-Pacific Group welcomed the
Secretary General-designate Guterres,
and wish him success in fulfilling this cen-
tral role in an exceedingly critical time in
the history of the UN. “Guterres’ undeni-
able commitment is a stronghold to the
platform and priorities he envisions to
establish,” he said.  The Member States of

the Asia-Pacific Group pledged its firm
support to him in encountering new and
emerging challenges that lie ahead.

In closing his remarks, Al-Otaibi
affirmed that terrorism, violent extrem-
ism, xenophobia, racism, religious intoler-
ance, and its ramifications has been a
daunting concern worldwide and is one
of the foremost issues that the Secretary
General-designate need to raise aware-
ness in countering the threats it imposes
through international cooperation. Giving
the floor to Guterres, he pledged to make
human dignity the core of his work, and
the core of the UN’s common work. “I am
fully aware of the challenges the UN faces
and the limitations surrounding the
Secretary-General,” he said.

Guterres affirmed that the dramatic
problems of today’s complex world can
only inspire a humble approach - one in
which the him alone neither has all the
answers, nor seeks to impose his views.
“One in which the Secretary-General
makes his good offices available, working
as a convener, a mediator, a bridge-
builder and an honest broker to help find
solutions that benefit everyone involved,”
he added. —AP

UN officially appoints Antonio 

Guterres as next Secretary General 

To start on January 1st

NEW YORK: Outgoing UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon shakes hand
with Secretary-General-designate Antonio Guterres during the ceremo-
ny for the appointment of the Secretary-General during the 70th session
of the General Assembly yesterday. —AP

Syria makes major 

wheat deal with Russia 

after dire local harvest

ABU DHABI: Syria’s state grain buying agency Hoboob
struck a deal to purchase one million tons of Russian wheat
from political ally Russia, covering the needs of govern-
ment-controlled areas for a year.

The Damascus government subsidises bread for the
areas it controls ensuring the supply of flat loaves that are
a staple for Syrian people. Syria often buys wheat from
Russia but this was an unusually large amount for a cheap
price. The source said it should cover the government’s
needs for this year until the next local wheat buying sea-
son in 2017.

A Syrian government source close to the matter told
Reuters Hoboob purchased the wheat at 150 euros ($168)
a ton, on a cost and freight basis, and shipment would be
for a year after opening up the letter of credit.

The Russian Agriculture Ministry declined to comment
on the purchase but a source at the ministry told Reuters
Russia is still considering a shipment of around 100,000
tons of wheat to Syria as humanitarian aid, separate from
the Hoboob deal. Syria’s local wheat harvest nearly halved
to 1.3 million tons this year, the lowest in 27 years, as fight-
ing and poor rainfall further eroded the nation’s ability to
feed itself.

The government of President Bashar al-Assad was
forced to tender for wheat this summer, at a time when it
rarely holds international purchase tenders as it is busy
buying up wheat from local farmers. Hoboob procured a
little over 400,000 tons of local wheat this year. The gov-
ernment needs around 1.5 million tons a year for the areas
it controls.

It bought 350,000 tons of Russian wheat in two separate
tenders in July and August before announcing its tender
for one million tons. Wheat market traders said they were
puzzled because the price was too cheap for a commercial
deal. “This will be almost impossible to fulfill as a commer-
cial deal as it is too cheap,” one European trader said. “I
think this must be regarded as food aid as the price is too
low,” he said. 

The Syrian government source said the lower price
could have been agreed due to the large quantity pur-
chased in one deal. In neighboring Egypt’s wheat tender
on Thursday, Russian wheat was being offered at $177.94 a
ton free-on-board and $187.03 a ton cost and freight-
almost $20 a ton higher than the Syrian deal.

Before the five-year-old civil war, Syria was a wheat
exporter producing four million tons in a good year and
able to export 1.5 million tons. But wheat farms, seed dis-
tribution, milling and bakeries have all been damaged and
disrupted by the war.

While the government ensures cheap prices for bread in
the areas under its control and aid agencies offer support-
ed prices in some areas, Syrians elsewhere complain of
bread shortages and high prices. —Reuters


