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PHNOM PENH: China’s President Xi
Jinping arrived in Cambodia yesterday
for a state visit to one of its staunchest
regional allies, with ties flourishing
after the kingdom supported Beijing in
a maritime dispute. Hundreds of stu-
dents waving Cambodian and Chinese
flags greeted Xi alongside officials at
the airport before his motorcade sped
into town for an audience with the
royal family and later Prime Minister
Hun Sen. Cambodia has long been a
strident supporter for Beijing’s com-
munist rulers, who have lavished the
poor country with aid and loans.

In recent years it has become a
thorn in the side for its neighbors hop-
ing to present a unified front against
Beijing’s island building in the South
China Sea. Several Southeast Asian
nations have competing claims to
parts of the strategic waters and many
in the region want to keep pressure on
China over its efforts to militarize the
sea. But Cambodia’s unwavering sup-
port for China has scuppered regional
efforts to jointly rebuke Beijing.  Ahead
of his trip, a leading Cambodian news-
paper published an article signed by Xi

that praised the Southeast Asian
nation for coming to its defense over
the sea row.

“When China acted to safeguard its
territorial sovereignty and maritime
interests and was devoted to resolving
related disputes through peaceful
negotiation, Cambodia did not hesi-
tate to speak out to uphold justice,”
the Chinese president wrote in the
article published by Cambodia’s
Rasmei Kampuchea newspaper. He
also described the two nations’ friend-
ship as “beaming with new vitality”
and enjoying “deep political trust and
win-win economic cooperation”. Large
portraits of the Chinese leader and
Cambodia’s King Norodom Sihamoni
were erected along the streets of the
capital Phnom Penh ahead of the two-
day visit, which is Xi’s first there as
president.

At least 28 pacts, including deals to
boost the sale of Cambodian agricul-
tural products to China, will be signed
during a meeting between Xi and the
premier yesterday. China is Cambodia’s
top foreign investor and has given the
country billions of dollars in grants and

low-interest loans during Hun Sen’s 31-
year rule. In July it offered Cambodia
nearly $550 million in aid, days after
the kingdom was accused of under-
mining regional unity over South China

Sea disputes. When Xi visited
Cambodia in 2009 as vice president,
the two countries signed 14 bilateral
agreements worth $1.2 billion dollars
in aid and loans to Cambodia. — AFP

Cambodia embraces China’s President Xi on state visit

MANILA:  Firebrand Phi l ippine
President Rodrigo Duterte heads to
China next week seeking billions of
dollars in investments and buckets of
respect, as he pivots angrily away from
tradit ional  al ly  the United States.
Chinese President Xi Jinping is set to
give the mercurial leader a warm wel-
come, after Duterte threatened to end
a decades-long al l iance with the
United States and gave Beijing a timely
boost in its quest for more control over
the strategically vital South China Sea.
Duterte, 71, has said he is trying to
wean the Philippines off an unhealthy
reliance on its former colonial ruler,
although he has signalled the shift is
also due to his outrage at US criticism
of his deadly war on crime.

Analysts believe Duterte’s attraction
to a rising China is typical of his ultra-
pragmatic governing style, following
repeated speeches from him highlight-
ing what he believes is the United
States’ diminishing economic and mili-
tary might. “He is a results-oriented
person, Machiavellian, too,” University
of the Philippines political science pro-
fessor Clarita Carlos told AFP.  “The guy
knows if he can find markets for our
bananas,  pineapples,  and create
employment, whether it’s China, Russia
or Mali, that’s where we are going.
Whatever works.”

Duterte is bringing along a delega-
t ion of  hundreds of  businessmen,
including many of the Philippines’
most powerful tycoons, in a bid to cap-
italize on the warming of relations that
have taken place due to his efforts to
placate Beijing on the South China Sea
row. China claims nearly all  of the

strategically vital sea, even waters
approaching the Philippines and other
Southeast Asian nations, and has in
recent years built artificial islands in
the disputed areas that are capable of
hosting military bases.

Chinese anger 
Duterte’s  predecessor,  Benigno

Aquino, infuriated Beijing by challeng-
ing it on a range of fronts. Aquino
allowed American troops to be sta-
tioned in the Philippines, launched
joint patrols in the sea, filed a legal
case at a UN-backed tribunal, repeat-
edly raised the issue at regional sum-
mits and refused to hold direct negoti-
ations with Beijing. In July, 12 days
after Duterte took office, the interna-
tional tribunal handed the Philippines
a surprisingly resounding victory, rul-
ing that China’s claims to most of the
sea had no legal basis and that its arti-
ficial island-building was illegal.

But, instead of using the verdict to
pressure China as Aquino would have
done, Duterte sought to mend ties
with Beijing. He also launched a sus-
tained verbal assault on the United
States, scrapping the joint patrols as
well as a series of annual war games.
During the election campaign, Duterte
said he was willing to “set aside” the
South China Sea dispute in return for
China building a railway through the
impoverished southern Phil ippine
region of Mindanao. He also said it was
not in the nation’s interest to insist on
its claim over Scarborough Shoal, a
fishing ground within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone that China
seized in 2012.  “Let’s just not dwell on

Scarborough because we cannot fight
them,” Duterte said this week.

Respect 
Duterte has also signalled he wants

to go to Beijing to enjoy some respect,
following relentless criticism from the
West about al leged extrajudicial
killings in his war on crime. More than
3,300 people have been killed in the
crackdown, and US President Barack
Obama has been among the many crit-
ics to express concern about an appar-
ent breakdown in the rule of  law.
“Eventually I might in my term, break
up with America. I would rather go to
Russia or to China. Even if we do not
agree with their ideology, they have
respect for  the people.  Respect is
important,” Duterte said this month. 

He also said he hoped to visit Russia
soon after China. Maritime law expert
Jay Batongbacal warned Duterte’s
approach was a big gamble for the
Philippines, with China the only sure
winner at this stage. Duterte “is taking
a huge r isk,  betting al l  on China’s
goodwill and beneficence without the
insurance provided by the diversified,
multilateral support of historical and
tradit ional  fr iends and al l ies” ,
Batongbacal ,  a  University  of  the
Philippines law professor, wrote this
week. Still, it is too early for China to
claim victory, according to Richard
Javad Heydarian, a regional expert at
De La Salle University in Manila.  “I
won’t be surprised if at some point
Duterte will hedge his bets and pivot
back to the US if he fails to get any sat-
isfactory concession from China,”
Heydarian said. — AFP

Elephants rescued from
SW China water tank

BEIJING: Rescuers in China used helicopters and a digger to
free three wild Asian elephants-including one young calf-from
a water tank where they were helplessly trapped for more
than two days, state media said. Pictures showed the trio lan-
guishing in muddy waters with their trunks raised to breathe
inside a concrete basin just a few meters wide, with the baby
submerged up to its eyes. The young elephant probably fell in
before the adults tried unsuccessfully to help it out, the official
Xinhua news agency cited forestry officials in the southwest-
ern province of Yunnan as saying. 

More than a dozen wild elephants soon surrounded the
tank, becoming agitated after repeated attempts to pull out
their companions using their trunks.  The baby became
increasingly frail, Xinhua said, as heavy rain stalled rescue
efforts on Monday.  “We were worried that the baby elephant
might choke on the water or die from exhaustion,” Xinhua cit-
ed Xiong Chaoyong, deputy manager of Yunnan’s Asian ele-
phant breeding and rescue center as saying. Rescuers used
firecrackers and helicopters to keep the rest of the herd away,
giving a digging machine the chance to smash one wall of the
tank, providing the pachyderms with an escape route. The
digging process took about a half hour and injured the eye of
one of the adults, the Beijing News reported.  The trio trun-
dled away from the site on Tuesday afternoon.  Asian ele-
phants are first-class national protected animals in China, but
poaching has caused their numbers to dwindle to about 300
in the wild. — AFP

Philippines’ Duterte seeks 
money, respect in China

‘He is a results-oriented person, Machiavellian, too’

PHNOM PENH: Chinese President Xi Jinping (left) shakes hands with
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen during a meeting at the Peace Palace in
Phnom Penh yesterday. — AFP

XISHUANGBANNA, China: This picture shows two ele-
phants and a baby elephant trapped in the reservoir after
having fallen inside when drinking water at a farm in
Xishuangbanna, Yunnan province. — AFP


