
OHIO: From Cleveland to China, the mes-
sage was clear on Wednesday: There is real
hope of the NBA and its players getting a
new labor deal done in the coming weeks.
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver revealed
that the league and its players will resume
discussions on a new deal next week. Those
meetings will be a prequel to the league’s
Board of Governors session in New York on
Oct 20 and 21, where the labor talks will sure-
ly be very high on Silver’s agenda of things to
review with the full ownership.

“Why wouldn’t I be optimistic about it?”
Cleveland star LeBron James said. “First of all,
I’m a player who loves the game and I see
how our league is steamrolling right now.
I’ve been a part of this league for 14 years
and I’ve had one stoppage of play and it was-
n’t good for both sides. Over the last couple
of years, I’ve seen our league grow more and
more and more, so why wouldn’t I be opti-
mistic about it?”

In Beijing, where he was attending the
NBA Global Games, Silver said he would
return to the U.S. on Thursday - and then
planned to pick up where talks left off. He

said he has been meeting with union repre-
sentatives, including union head Michele
Roberts and president Chris Paul of the Los
Angeles Clippers, as well as owners who are
on the negotiating committee.  “Both sides
have been very engaged and eager to get a
deal done,” Silver said. The mere mention of
optimism makes these talks considerably dif-
ferent than the often-dysfunctional dis-
course that went on five years ago, when the
league and its players were so far apart that
the 2011-12 season wound up getting short-
ened from 82 games per team to 66 - the
result of a 161 day lockout that wounded
both sides.

Either side can opt out of the existing 10-
year contract in December. But with both
sides in deal-making mode, a new deal could
come before that. “Nobody wants to have a
lockout,” Miami guard Goran Dragic said. “I
don’t want to sit down at home and do noth-
ing. I want to play basketball and hopefully
the players union and the league are going
to make a decision and that decision is going
to be good for everybody. So far, it’s looking
good so hopefully we’ll make a deal.” — AP 
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LONDON: Tyson Fury has vacated his WBO
and WBA world heavyweight boxing titles to
concentrate on his treatment and recovery
from drug use and other personal issues.
Fury’s promoters released a statement yester-
day confirming the decision. It comes in the
wake of his second withdrawal from a
rematch with Wladimir Klitschko - scheduled
for Oct 29 - after being declared “medically
unfit” by his team and following his admitted
bingeing on cocaine and alcohol.

“I’m unable to defend at this time and I
have taken the hard and emotional decision
to now officially vacate my treasured world
titles and wish the next in-line contenders all
the very best as I now enter another big chal-
lenge in my life which I know, like against
Klitschko, I will conquer,” the British boxer
said in a statement. “I feel that it is only fair
and right and for the good of boxing to keep
the titles active and allow the other con-
tenders to fight for the vacant belts that I
proudly won and held as the undefeated
heavyweight champion of the world.”

The 28-year-old Fury faced the prospect of
being stripped of the titles when the British
Boxing Board of Control scheduled a meeting
this week and its general secretary, Robert
Smith, acknowledged the heavyweight’s
“recent issues” would be up for discussion.
Fury has not fought since beating Klitschko in
November 2015 to claim the WBA, WBO and
IBF titles. He was stripped of the IBF title soon
after beating Klitschko, for not fighting a
mandatory challenger. His decision to vacate
the WBO and WBA belts could set up a bout
between Klitschko and Anthony Joshua to
unify the heavyweight titles, with negotia-
tions between the two camps reportedly
underway.

Fury’s promotional company, Hennessy
Sports, released the statement confirming the
boxer’s decision to relinquish the titles “out of
respect for the governing bodies, the sport of
boxing and the heavyweight division.” The
statement said the break will also allow Fury

“the time and space to fully recover from his
present condition without any undue pres-
sure and with the expert medical attention he
requires.” In an interview with Rolling Stone
magazine this month, Fury is quoted as say-
ing he has been bingeing on cocaine and
alcohol to deal with manic depression. “I’ve
been out drinking, Monday to Friday to
Sunday,” Fury was quoted as saying. “I’ve tak-

en drugs, cocaine, on many, many occasions
for the last six months.”

In the interview, he also described himself
as a “manic depressive” and reportedly added:
“I just hope someone kills me before I kill
myself.” The World Boxing Organization said in
a statement earlier this week that Fury had 10
days to show why his WBO belt “should not be
vacated due to inactivity, breach of contract

and performance-enhancing drugs and stimu-
lants.” The WBO confirmed it received a report
from the Voluntary Anti-Doping Agency
(VADA) in the United States showing that Fury
failed a drug test on Sept. 22, and asked Fury if
he has requested analysis of a ‘B’ sample. The
WBO also said it received information from the
British board that Fury refused to be drug-test-
ed last month. — AP 

DUSSELDORF: This file photo shows British boxer Tyson Fury celebrating after the WBA, IBF, WBO and IBO title bout
against Ukrainian world heavyweight boxing champion Wladimir Klitschko in Duesseldorf, western Germany. Tyson Fury
has given up his WBO and WBA world heavyweight titles “with immediate effect” to concentrate on his “medical treat-
ment and recovery”, said a statement released late October 12, 2016 by his promoters Hennessy Sports. — AFP 

Fury gives up world titles to 
focus on treatment, recovery

JERUSALEM: The big man sat in a chair after
practice, ice packs taped to his knees, and spoke
about an upcoming basketball season that
promises to be far different from the many oth-
ers he has known. Amar’e Stoudemire was in
Jerusalem, half a world away from the bright
lights of New York City, where a Times Square
billboard once heralded the former NBA star’s
arrival. He was happy to be here, he stressed,
having chosen to play where he feels he has a
spiritual connection after a career-and a life-
filled with struggle.

“I have no regrets,” the towering 33-year-old
American said the day before the first league
game of the season with his new team, Hapoel
Jerusalem. Stoudemire, who followed a winding
path from poverty to professional basketball
fame in the United States, has embarked on a
new journey. After an NBA career that began
with great promise was cut short by injuries,
Stoudemire has decided to make Jerusalem his
home, becoming the most famous name to
ever join the Israeli league. His agent, Happy
Walters, said he had at one point converted to
Judaism while in New York with an Orthodox
rabbi and was seeking Israeli citizenship.

But recently Stoudemire has spoken of him-
self as a Hebrew Israelite-African-Americans
who believe they descended from the ancient
tribes of Israel. He has been a regular visitor to
Jerusalem and Israel and a part owner of the
team he now plays for, but was to sell his stake
when he joined as a player. He has described his
move to Jerusalem as a spiritual one, as well as
being about basketball. “I’m not sure what type
of emotions I’m going to feel,” Stoudemire said
the day before his first game. “Playing in front of
Jerusalem for the first time is going to be a feel-
ing that I’ve never felt before, I’m sure,” said
Stoudemire, whose many tattoos include the
Jewish Star of David and another that reads
“Black Jesus”.

Long struggles
Stoudemire grew up poor in Florida and

has seen his share of tragedy: his father died
when he was 12 and his brother was killed in a
car accident in 2012. His mother has served
prison time. He didn’t start playing basketball
until he was 14 and joined the NBA in 2002
out of high school rather via college-a less
common route. — AFP 

Former NBA star’s faith 
leads to ‘promised land’

Optimism - the current buzz 
word around NBA labor talks


