
SHANGHAI: Top-ranked Novak Djokovic dropped a hint that
he may split with coach Boris Becker yesterday, as Nick Kyrgios
was hit with a big fine for his Shanghai Masters meltdown.
Djokovic, who says he is taking a fresh mental approach after
struggling in recent months, revealed that he had made no
plans about retaining Becker in his team next year. “We are still
working (together), yeah... for now the plan is the rest of the
season, what’s left, indoor tournaments,” said Djokovic, after
reaching the Shanghai quarter-finals. Asked what would hap-
pen next year, the defending champion said: “We still haven’t
talked about it.”

Becker joined Djokovic’s coaching team at the start of 2014,
helping him win six of his 12 Grand Slam titles and put togeth-
er one of the all-time great seasons last year. Speculation about
their partnership has grown since the Serb suffered a crisis of
motivation and a series of injuries since completing a career
Grand Slam at the French Open. Djokovic lost in Wimbledon’s
third round and in round one at the Olympics before reaching
the US Open final, while also enduring wrist and elbow prob-
lems and admitting “private issues”.

“I don’t think about any trophies or number ones in the
world, rankings, anything like that. It’s completely different,” he
said this week, explaining his new approach. Djokovic skipped
last week’s China Open with his wrist injury but he was in
impeccable form as he dismantled Canadian qualifier Vasek
Pospisil 6-4, 6-4 yesterday. Second-ranked Andy Murray, who is
gunning for Djokovic’s world number one crown, was even
more impressive as he walloped Lucas Pouille 6-1, 6-3.  Murray
didn’t face any break points against France’s Pouille as, like
Djokovic, he raced into the last eight without dropping a set.

‘Lack of best efforts’
Separately Australia’s Kyrgios received a $16,500 fine after

his extraordinary 6-3, 6-1 defeat to 110th-ranked Mischa Zverev
where he tanked points and argued with fans. The combustible
world number 14 received the maximum $10,000 fine for “lack
of best efforts”, plus $5,000 for abusing a spectator and another
$1,500 for unsportsmanlike conduct. Trouble-prone Kyrgios, 21,
patted a slow serve into his opponent’s court and failed to con-
test several points in his second-round defeat on Wednesday.
Kyrgios also clashed with the chair umpire and fans, received a
code violation for swearing and had a heated argument with

one spectator when he was facing match points.
In further action, America’s Jack Sock beat Milos Raonic 0-6,

6-4, 7-6 (10/8), ending a run of eight straight defeats to the
Canadian fifth seed. And Jo-Wilfried Tsonga ousted racquet-
smashing teenager Alexander Zverev, denying the young
German a potential match-up with his older brother, Mischa.
Zverev, 19, pushed the ninth seed all the way until he was bro-
ken for 5-6 in the third set, prompting a furious racquet-batter-
ing which earned him a warning for unsportsmanlike conduct.

Tsonga, serving for the match, safely negotiated three break
points before a spectacular airborne smash set up match point,
which he gobbled up to win 6-7 (4/7), 6-2, 7-5. Zverev’s brother
Mischa, a decade older at 29, also went three sets against
Marcel Granollers of Spain but he won 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-1 to set
up a meeting with Djokovic. The Zverevs were the first brothers
since Olivier and Christophe Rochus at Miami 2006 to reach the
last 16 of a Masters tournament, and were on course to meet in
the semis. — AFP 
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SHANGHAI: Novak Djokovic of Serbia hits a return against Vasek Pospisil of Canada during the men’s singles
match at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP 

Djokovic drops Becker hint, Kyrgios fined

Djokovic dismantles Canadian qualifier Pospisil

Worried Nadal mulls 

slashing his schedule

SHANGHAI: Rafael Nadal said he may call an early halt to his
season and hit the practice courts instead as he bids to halt a
slide in his form and results in time for next season. The 30-year-
old, a 14-time Grand Slam champion, bore a worried look after
he was soundly beaten 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) by Viktor Troicki in his first
match at the Shanghai Masters. It extended a difficult run for the
Spanish left-hander who hasn’t reached a final since he won his
second title of the year in Barcelona in April.  

“I don’t know what’s going to happen in the next couple of
weeks. It’s something that I need to think about”, said the world
number five on Wednesday. “I cannot say now what I’m going to
do during the next month. I’m not sure about my calendar. I’m
not sure about the things that I need to do to try to be 100 per-
cent ready for next year.” The last events of the season include
the Swiss Indoors, the Paris Masters and the ATP World Tour
Finals in London. 

But Nadal said more tournaments may not be what he needs.
“Sometimes keeping (on) competing is not the solution.
Sometimes the solution is to practice and stop and have a
process of training. And maybe that’s an opportunity to do it,” he
said. “I’m not sure about that. Maybe I’m going to play in Basel in
two weeks. So it’s not the day and not the moment to analyse all
these kind of things.”

Steady decline
Nadal’s first ever defeat to Troicki, ranked 31st, came less than

a week after his dispiriting straight-sets loss to Grigor Dimitrov in
the China Open quarter-finals. Signs are growing of a steady
decline for the one-time clay court king, who won his first Slam
title aged 17 but hasn’t added to his tally of majors since the
2014 French Open. Nadal said he badly needed to work on his
once-formidable forehand, and the speed of movement which
made him a brick wall for so many opponents.  — AFP 

BEIJING: Top seed Agnieszka
Radwanska enjoyed a rapid win in the
WTA Tianjin Open second round yes-
terday, demolishing her opponent
Evgeniya Rodina 6-1, 6-1. At 103, the
Russian is exactly 100 places lower in
the WTA world rankings than the 2012
Wimbledon finalist, and the match
was over in a little more than an hour.
The only other seed in action yester-
day, Puerto Rican Monica Puig, also
had a straight sets win, disposing of

Spain’s Lara Arruabarrena 6-4, 6-2.
Low-ranked American Alison Riske,
the world number 56 whose victory at
the 2014 Tianjin Open remains her
only WTA Tour title, continued her
quest for a repeat, beating Poland’s
Magda Linette 6-3, 7-6 (7/2). China has
hosted an increasing number of WTA
tournaments as it seeks more clout in
the game. The Tianjin Open carries a
total prize purse of $426,750, accord-
ing to the WTA’s website. 

Zverev ousted 
In another development, Jo-

Wilfried Tsonga ousted racquet-
smashing teenager Alexander Zverev
at the Shanghai Masters yesterday,
denying the young German a poten-
tial match-up with his elder brother,
Mischa. Zverev, 19, pushed the ninth
seed all the way until he was broken
for 5-6 in the third set, prompting a
furious racquet-battering which
earned him a warning for unsports-
manlike conduct. Tsonga, serving for
the match, safely negotiated three
break points before a spectacular air-
borne smash set up match point,
which he gobbled up to win 6-7 (4/7),
6-2, 7-5 and reach the quarter-finals.

Zverev’s brother Mischa, a decade
older at 29 but ranked just 110th in
the world, also went three sets against
Marcel Granollers of Spain but he
came out on top 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-1. The
Zverevs were the first brothers since
Olivier and Christophe Rochus at
Miami 2006 to reach the last 16 of a
Masters tournament, and were on
course to meet in the semis. Alexander
Zverev has soared to 21st in the world
after he won last month in St
Petersburg, becoming the first teenag-
er in eight years to win an ATP tour
title. — Agencies 

Rapid-fire victory for Radwanska in Tianjin

Tsonga sends racquet-smashing Zverev packing
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