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PARIS: Nice coach Lucien Favre urged
the surprise Ligue 1 leaders to look no
further than today’s clash against tradi-
tional French giants Lyon as they bid
to extend their unbeaten start. Nice
lead Cote d’Azur rivals Monaco by a
point at the top after eight matches,
and Favre is counting on his players to
resume where they left off prior to the
international break. No team has ever
finished below second with 20 points
on the board at this stage of the cam-
paign, but the Swiss swiftly refused to
entertain thoughts of Nice achieving
their best result since ending the 1975-
76 campaign as runners-up. “We’re not
thinking about that, but just the match
and staying focused on it and nothing
else,” said Favre, who will have Mario
Balotelli available after the striker’s red
card against Lorient was overturned.

“There’s only three points to play
for and we’re taking things match by
match,  i t ’s  the best  solution,”  he
added. “We’re up against a very good
side. Lyon have been one of the flag-
ship teams in Ligue 1 for years, they
have lots of internationals.”Balotelli’s
return is particularly welcome news
with the rejuvenated Italian having
scored five goals in just three league
appearances since his arrival from
Liverpool. Fifth-place Lyon defeated
bitter enemies Saint-Etienne 2-0 last
time out but would fall 10 points off
the pace should they lose at the Allianz
Riviera.

Falcao awaiting tests
Radamel Falcao will undergo neuro-

logical tests to determine whether he
can return for Monaco’s trip to fourth-
place Toulouse, with the Colombia for-
ward sidelined for the past three weeks
following a concussion sustained
against Nice. Coach Leonardo Jardim
made no secret that his preference
would have been to play on Saturday,
but a visit to the Pink City, so-called
because of its  terracotta bricks,  is
unlikely to hold much fear for a team
that has lost just once in their last 11
outings there. “Stats are stats but foot-
ball is not like that. It’s always a new
game against a team which has started
well in the league, is well organized
and has good players,” said Jardim,

whose side travel to CSKA Moscow in
the Champions League next Tuesday.

Reigning champions Paris Saint-
Germain are third, four points behind
Nice, as they continue to adapt to life
under new boss Unai Emery. With eight
goals in seven league games, Edinson
Cavani has assumed the role vacated
by Zlatan Ibrahimovic,  and the
Uruguayan will fancy his chances of
adding to that tally away to bottom
side Dijon tomorrow.  Lille, who head
to Guingamp this weekend, remain
mired in the relegation zone despite a
1-0 win before the international break,
while Marseille will look to exploit a
Metz side low on confidence after con-
ceding seven at home to Monaco in
their previous match.—AFP 

Favre keeps Nice grounded 
despite Ligue 1 flying start

Nice 8 6 2 0 14 5 20
Monaco 8 6 1 1 22 9 19
Paris SG 8 5 1 2 17 6 16
Toulouse 8 4 2 2 11 6 14
Lyon 8 4 1 3 15 9 13
Bordeaux 8 4 1 3 11 10 13
Rennes 8 4 1 3 9 10 13
Metz 8 4 1 3 9 15 13
Saint-Etienne 8 3 3 2 10 8 12
Guingamp 8 3 2 3 9 8 11

Bastia 8 3 1 4 6 6 10
Angers 8 3 1 4 8 9 10
Caen 8 3 1 4 7 14 10
Marseille 8 2 3 3 10 10 9
Dijon 8 2 2 4 11 13 8
Nantes 8 2 2 4 4 8 8
Montpellier 8 1 4 3 9 15 7
Lille 8 2 1 5 8 14 7
Lorient 8 2 0 6 5 13 6
Nancy 8 1 2 5 3 10 5

French League table
PARIS: French Ligue 1 table ahead of this weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Spartak, Rostov face off 
MOSCOW: Russia’s Premier League co-leaders Spartak Moscow
hope to bounce back from two consecutive league defeats when
they take on last season’s surprise runners-up Rostov tomorrow.
Spartak top the league table having won more matches this sea-
son, with Zenit Saint Petersburg, the league’s only unbeaten side,
in second, level on points. 

Reigning champions CSKA Moscow are a point behind in third
after sliding to a 2-0 defeat at fourth-placed Rostov. Spartak man-
ager Massimo Carrera, who blamed his team’s defeat at St
Petersburg on a lapse of concentration and lack of creativity in
attack, told his men to put the slip-up behind them. “After the
match at Saint Petersburg we had some time to rest and to do our
homework,” Carrera said. 

“We need to learn from the mistakes that we’ve made in our
previous encounter to avoid them in the future. Now we need to
focus on the match with Rostov. A win on Saturday will maintain
our lead in the league.” Meanwhile, Zenit, fresh from their win
over Spartak, which allowed them to join the Muscovites at the
top of the table, are set to extend their winning ways when they
visit lowly Ural Yekaterinburg on Sunday.  “It was an amazing
encounter,” Zenit striker Artem Dzyuba told his club’s official site.
“I’d like to play as many matches of such an importance and heat
of emotions as possible.

“Now we need keep our fighting spirit for the match at
Yekaterinburg. Ural will try to show their best against one of the
league leaders in front of their home crowd.” The champions
CSKA, who have missed a chance to move top at Rostov, will try to
boost their morale ahead of the crucial Champions League match
with the French side Monaco when they take on Ufa on Friday.
However, the Red Army side manager Leonid Slutsky has warned
his men against taking ninth-placed Ufa lightly.

“I expect a tough match as Ufa are on the rise, they are unbeat-
en in their last five league matches,” he said. “But I believe we’re
capable of producing quality football despite our personnel prob-
lems.” Today CSKA will be without Finland international Roman
Eremenko, who was last week suspended by UEFA for 30 days for
reasons yet to be revealed but which are rumored to be to do with
the use of a tobacco substitute.  Meanwhile, their first-choice goal-
keeper Igor Akinfeev, playmaker Alan Dzagoev and midfielder
Alexander Golovin, who all missed Russia’s friendly with Costa Rica
through injuries, remain uncertain for Ufa encounter.—AFP

Villa appoint 
Bruce as Di 

Matteo’s 
successor

LONDON: Aston Villa appointed Steve Bruce as the
Championship side’s new manager on Wednesday, the strug-
gling second-tier English club confirmed. Bruce, 55, replaces
Roberto Di Matteo at the helm of a team who were relegated
from the Premier League last season and who are now lan-
guishing in 19th place in the Championship. He becomes the
fourth permanent manager in the last 12 months at Villa Park.
Former Manchester United defender Bruce returns to man-
agement after quitting Hull in July, having successfully guided
the Tigers back to the Premier League.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity. It is one of the big clubs of
this country.  To be given the opportunity to manage it is ter-
rific,” Bruce told the club’s official website. “I relish the chal-
lenge of trying to take the club where it wants to go and
needs to be - and try to turn around the misfortune we seem
to have had over the past few years. I am absolutely delighted
to have been given the chance. I hope I can do my stuff.”
Bruce, who was in charge at city rivals Birmingham from 2001
to 2007, will be in the dugout for Saturday’s derby clash
against local rivals Wolves as Villa look to snap a nine-match
winless run.

The affable Bruce has always been the leading contender
for Villa, who also interviewed assistant manager Steve Clarke,
after Di Matteo was axed. Villa’s Chief executive Keith Wyness,
ex-boss Brian Little and technical director Steve Round
advised owner Tony Xia, who had the final say. “I’m delighted
to welcome Steve to the club. With his track record, not only
at leading teams to promotion from the Championship but
also vast experience in the Premier League,” Xia said on secur-
ing Bruce’s services. —AFPSteve Bruce

Dee out as Padres 
president following 

miserable season
SAN DIEGO: Mike Dee is out as president of the San Diego Padres,
who were embroiled in a major controversy toward the end of
another miserable season. Managing partner Peter Seidler offered
little insight into Dee’s departure Wednesday. He denied Dee was
fired, but wouldn’t say whether Dee resigned or if it was a mutual
decision. 

Seidler said Dee’s contract wasn’t set to expire until August
2018. Whatever happened, Dee’s ouster comes less than a month
after general manager AJ Preller was given an unprecedented
monthlong suspension without pay by MLB after its investigation
revealed the Padres had withheld medical information from trade
partners, including in the deal that sent All-Star left-hander Drew
Pomeranz to the Boston Red Sox.

“This had nothing to do with Preller,” Seidler said. “Mike’s not
taking the fall for the AJ stuff.” Seidler has said that Preller’s job is
safe. “Our baseball operations area is outstanding as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Seidler said. “We’ve got to fix our medical practices, which
we’re well on our way to making happen.” Preller had reported to
Dee. Seidler, the nephew of former Los Angeles Dodgers owner
Peter O’Malley, said he and executive chairman Ron Fowler must
decide whether Preller will report to them or to the new president.

Dee didn’t immediately respond to calls and texts seeking com-
ment. Fowler said in an email that he was in New York for CBA
negotiations and “will have no further statement.” The Padres had
released a one-sentence statement saying simply that Fowler and
Seidler “announced the departure of” Dee. Besides Preller’s suspen-
sion, there were other embarrassments during Dee’s tenure that
brought unwanted attention to a franchise that has missed the
playoffs for 10 straight seasons and is in a deep rebuilding mode.

The Padres angered many fans two years ago when they
named their hall of fame plaza for former commissioner Bud Selig,
a move that many felt helped San Diego land the 2016 All-Star
Game.  The Padres eventually reversed course on naming the plaza
for Selig. Early in the 2016 season, the San Diego Gay Men’s Chorus
was embarrassed when a Padres contract employee inadvertently
played a recording of a woman singing the national anthem rather
than a tape of the chorus singing it. —AP


