
KUWAIT: Since it was established 53
years ago, the Kuwaiti National
Assembly (parliament) has seen major
events, some of which led to dissolution
or resignation of MPs. The following is a
chronology of such significant events in
each legislative term since the first one
in 1963:

•  1963: A major event of the 1963
parliament was the resignation of eight
MPs in protest of approving freedom
restriction laws.

•  1967: Seven MPs resigned protest-
ing poll rigging.

•  1971: A motion of no confidence
was submitted against Minister of
Commerce and Trade Khalid Al-Adsani,
but it was rejected by 20-13 votes.

•  1975: The 1975 parliament was dis-
solved by an Amiri decree in 1976, after
the government resigned over the accu-
mulation of several draft bills at the
assembly for a long period.

•  The 1981 legislative term saw re-
dividing electoral constituencies to 25,
instead of 10.

•  1985: The parliament of 1985 was
dissolved by an Amiri decree in 1986
against the backdrop of what was
known as “climate crisis” and the many
grilling motions that followed impacting
cooperation between the legislative and
the executive Powers.

•  1992: This was the first national
assembly after a six-year standstill, fol-
lowing the Iraqi Invasion and the
Liberation war.

•  1996: This parliament was dissolved
in 1999. It was the first time the parlia-
ment was constitutionally dissolved due

to abuse of using constitutional tools.
•  1999: Though this legislative term

witnessed many grilling motions, yet it
was completed.

•  2003: The 2003 parliament swore
allegiance to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah after he was nominated by the
cabinet.  Also, it granted suffrage to
Kuwaiti women. It was dissolved, consti-
tutionally, in 2006.

•  2006: This was the first time for
Kuwaiti women to take part in parlia-
mentary elections. The parliament was
constitutionally dissolved in 2008.

•  2008: It was the first parliament
elected in line with the five-constituency
system. It was dissolved in 2009 for lack
of cooperation between the two powers.

•  2009: This term saw the first ever
grilling motion of the prime minister,
and the storming of parliament. It was
dissolved in 2011.

•  2012 (Feb): Only few months had
passed before the Constitutional Court
annulled the parliament, reinstating the
previous one of 2009.

•  2012 (Dec): This was the first parlia-
ment elected according to the one-vote
system. It was dissolved in 2013 after the
Constitutional Court annulled the leg-
islative elections.

•  2013: It was the first parliament
after the Constitutional Court immu-
nized the one-vote system. It saw several
grilling motions against ministers, before
it was dissolved Sunday, October 16,
2016, for lack of cooperation between
the executive and the legislative authori-
ties. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait operates under a unicameral
legal system with an executive and legislative
branch. The legislature, the Majlis Al-Ommah
(National Assembly) was established in 1962 and
has 50 directly elected officials from five con-
stituencies in Kuwait. 

Each constituency elects 10 officials in a one
man = one vote system with the 10 candidates
who receive the most votes winning the seats. If
two candidates receive an equal number of valid
votes, the polling committee draws lots and the
winner is declared elected. There is no threshold
to win a seat. There are no reserved seats or quo-
tas for tribal, women, minorities or other cate-
gories. 

Political parties are not allowed in Kuwait
though ‘groups’ and alliances often form for
short-term goals. The upcoming snap polls, like-
ly to be held in December (so as to be in compli-
ance with the 60 days from dissolution require-
ment under the Kuwait Constitution) will be the
seventh parliamentary polls since 2006. 

Voting is not compulsory but all voters
must meet the following requirements: 

•  Must be 21 years of age 
•  Citizens of Kuwait with Kuwaiti father 
•  Residence in the country at the time of elec-

tion 
•  Citizens overseas cannot vote 
• Disqualifications: Any imprisonment, per-

sons naturalized within the last 20 years, military
personnel and policemen, unrehabilitated per-
sons convicted of a felony or dishonorable
crime.

In the last elections in 2013, there were
439,911 registered voters with turnout of
228,314 (51.9%).

To qualify to run as a candidate for the leg-
islature:
•  Candidates must be at least 30 years old 
•  Citizens of Kuwait with Kuwaiti father 
• Residence in the country at the time of election 

•  Ability to read and write in Arabic
The Amir, cabinet ministers, judges and mem-

bers of the armed forces and police are not
allowed to run for political office. 

Kuwait’s Snap Polls: What you need to know

KUWAIT: Former Speaker of Kuwait’s National
Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem said Saturday the
parliament contributed to “imposing a state of
political stability” in Kuwait amidst exceptional
domestic and regional circumstances.

The wise leadership of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah following the terrorist
attack on Al-Sadeq Mosque and during capture
of what is known as Al-Abdali cell, helped parlia-
ment contribute to achieve political stability,
said Ghanem. This political stability “transformed
the sedition (caused by the two incidents) into a
national epic,” Ghanem said in an interview with
Al-Rai TV channel on the eve of the parliament’s
dissolution.

A suicide bombing targeted Al-Sadeq
Mosque in downtown Kuwait in June 2015
killing some 28 people and injuring 227 others.
The attack brought condemnations from around
the world. In September 2015, the public prose-
cutor lodged criminal charges against the terror-
ist cell known as the “Al-Abdali Cell,” in which 26
defendants were put on trial over possession of
huge caches of weapons and ammunition, as
well as espionage for Iran and Hezbollah.

Elections
Asked about the upcoming parliamentary

elections, Ghanem said dissolving the parlia-
ment was “a decision solely adopted by His
Highness the Amir, for he is the person with
authority over this issue.” Ghanem further stated
that the number of interpellations of ministers
by members of the now dissolved parliament is
the biggest in the history of parliamentary life in
Kuwait. “As a result of such grillings, six cabinet
members resigned.”

“However, I don’t consider this a criterion for
assessing the performance of the parliament.
The true criterion is specified in the provisions of
the constitution that set the parameters of effec-
tive supervision on the performances of govern-
ment bodies through the reports of the State
Audit Bureau (SAB),” he said.

SAB representatives attend the parliament
sessions and raise questions directly to minis-
ters, he pointed out. “The SAB reports used to
have no role in previous parliaments except in
case of grilling. The ministers used to pay no
attention to such reports. But, due to activation
of these reports, the ministers set up teams in
their respective ministries to review the SAB
observations. “As a result, the number such
observations went down by 52 percent, which
means that we are on the right track,” Ghanem
went on.

113 laws
Regarding the legislative role of the parlia-

ment, he said the MPs passed a total of 113 laws,
including the one on the right of an individual to
take lawsuits to the Constitutional Court. He not-
ed that this right has been a national issue over
the last four decades.

The recently-adopted legislations also include
amendments to the law on commercial franchis-
es, the retirement benefits law, the law on munic-
ipal reforms, and the law on pensioners’ medical
insurance, he said, noting that the medical insur-
ance system covers a total of 800 diseases.  The
new tendering law put an end to foul play and
helped attract foreign investors without need of
local agent, Ghanem pointed out.

The amended law on housemaids cut to a
quarter the cost of employing foreign maids and
ended foul play in this field, thus benefiting the
Kuwaiti families. The law on the national human
rights diwan and the law on the rights of dis-
abled schoolchildren and slow learning show
that the lawmakers pay attention to care for per-
sons with special needs, he noted.

On the controversial genetic fingerprinting
law, he said it is based on a legal opinion from
the Fatwa and Legislation Dept. following the
terrorist attack on Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque. “An
understanding has been reached with His
Highness the Prime Minister on the need to
amend the law so that fingerprints would be tak-
en from suspected persons instead of all per-
sons,” Ghanem disclosed.

Fuel prices
Dealing with the controversy over the gov-

ernment decision to hike the fuel prices, he said
the issue is a technical, rather than political, one.
“The government made this decision during the
interval between the legislative terms, which
prompted me to call for a joint meeting by the
government and the parliament’s office.

“The decision was part of the government
efforts to preserve the sovereign credit rating
of the country after Moody’s cautioned that it
would revise down Kuwait’s rating unless the
government adopts urgent measures to
address the economic challenges,” he noted.
“Nevertheless, we were able to find smart solu-
tions that do not affect the standard of living
of citizens through redirecting the subsidy
from the commodity (fuel) to citizens,” he
added. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The handing over the Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital project will be
between the project’s contractor and the public works ministry, the health
ministry said. The health ministry has no link or relation to the project yet
until it is fully completed along with all its facilities, Dr Ahmad Al-Shatti,
the ministry’s spokesman, said. 

The public works ministry is the official authority to receive Jaber Al-

Ahmad Hospital directly from the contractor when completed, Shatti
explained, reiterating his ministry’s non-involvement in the handing over
process. The process will be subject to checking procedures, including
engineering, technical, and observatory by the public works ministry, par-
ticularly the buildings, electricity, air-conditioning, sewers, lightning, park-
ing, elevators, and other services, he noted. — KUNA
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WASHINGTON: The US State
Department has approved a proposed
$194 million radar sale to Kuwait, the
Defense Security Cooperation Agency
announced Thursday. The sale would
involve radar field systems and related
equipment, training and support, the
agency said in a statement.

Included in the deal would be six
short-range radars, also known as gap
filler radars, one long-range radar with
primary and secondary surveillance
radar arrays, upgrades to the existing
AN/FPS 117 ( V ) 3 long-range radar,
upgrades to airfield radome and com-
munications systems, an upgrade to
secure identification friend or foe sys-

tems, site surveys, installation and
checkout, site acceptance testing, inter-
im contractor support, construction,
contractor logistics support, spares, sup-
port equipment and training.

Kuwait seeks the sale to improve ear-
ly warning, enhance internal and exter-
nal security and protect national sover-
eignty. The systems would provide situa-
tional awareness for Kuwaiti security
forces to detect and interdict fixed- and
rotary-wing aircraft while providing cov-
erage for the country’s northern and
eastern borders. The prime contractor
will be determined by competition
between Lockheed Martin, Northrop
Grumman, and Raytheon. — UPI
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KUWAIT: The Public Relations and Media Department at Kuwait Fire Services
Directorate (KFSD) recently concluded its tenth ‘A fireman in each house’
training course that aims at boosting public awareness about safety proce-
dures related to fires. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


