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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Iam very thankful that I get to answer queries
publicly and interact with people in Kuwait,
whether local or foreign. Even though I write a

lot for the public, I have never really explained
what I do to the public. I feel very grateful that as
a lawyer, I am able to make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives. 

Today though, I want to talk to you more about
what I do and what I want to focus on in the
future in my career. I aim to make the law accessi-
ble and understandable to everyone. I draft con-
tracts in simple terms and avoid legal jargon. I
provide consultations for commercial, media and
employment matters, and although I don’t per-
sonally deal with family- or crime-related law, I
translate for my clients and facilitate between
them and other lawyers. I don’t believe in going
to court and wasting my time and my clients’ time
and I like to come up with amicable solutions for
my clients. 

I am also very grateful that I work with small
and medium enterprises (SMEs) - I cannot empha-
size how important to me SMEs are. Actually not
just to me, but to our economy. Kuwait is finally
moving away (slower than we should) from oil
and gas and coming up with creative solutions by
our generation. I look around me and I see musi-
cians, dancers, financial analysts, artists, writers,
chefs, accountants, fashion designers, social
media activists - outspoken, generous, exuberant,
lovely people that not only want to make a living,
but want to make a difference with their products
and services. Therefore, today I want to focus
more on questions that I get from SMEs.

New website
Question: I have heard there is a new website

that allows you to obtain a commercial license
online with just a few simple steps/procedures. Is
this true? I know it’s true for other GCC countries
and if this is true, I think it will be great. 

Fajer: Yes, it is true that the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry has opened a business
center, and from my experience, it will take you
only one visit and four days. Check it out and
please send me your experience at
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Question: Can I run my business from home or
from a residential area?

Fajer: This depends on the business. Usually,
businesses that rely on craftsmen, lawyers, engi-
neers, interior designers, recording musicians, etc
can run their business from residential or non-
commercial places. Otherwise, you can check the
Ministry of Commerce’s executive bylaws that has
more details about which business can be run
from where. The Free Trade Zone has its own
bylaws, so does Shuwaikh Industrial Area, so it’s
best to check.

License
Question: Can I run my business online with-

out a commercial license? Like from the Web. 
Fajer: No, unfortunately in Kuwait, you still

need a commercial license to run a business. You
have to have a commercial entity that is licensed. 

Question: Where can I find laws and legisla-
tions that can help me with my business?

Fajer: For general laws, you can check
www.GCC-Legal.com, where you will find the
majority of GCC laws in Arabic. They usually take
time to update their website though. You can also
check the official Kuwaiti gazette for Kuwaiti legis-
lations in print and online. You can also check the
Ministry of Commerce website, which is updated
regularly. 

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Legalese

Small and Medium
Enterprises By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education (MoE)
needs to appoint 550 new expatriate teach-
ers for certain subjects due to a lack of
Kuwaitis teaching these subjects, assistant
undersecretary for administrative affairs
Fahd Al-Ghaiss said. Meanwhile, MoE’s
assistant undersecretary for financial affairs
Yousef Al-Najjar announced that expat
teachers’ October salaries would be paid in
full including the KD 150 rent allowance
because the ministry has not yet received
any instructions from the Civil Services
Commission on putting a decision to
reduce the allowance to KD 60 in effect.
“We will carry out the reduction as soon as
we get the letter,” he stressed. 

Family court
Lawyer Howra Al-Habib yesterday con-

tested the constitutionality of the family
court law, noting that articles 5, 6, 7, 11, 13
and 14 of the law are unconstitutional. 

Honoring Sawwagh
Kuwait Municipality’s Deputy Chairman

Meshaal Al-Jowaisri suggested naming a
street in Fintas after the late former MP
Falah Al-Sawwagh. 

Brand finance
In the Brand Finance Global 2016 report

issued by Brand Finance, Kuwait is ranked
49th worldwide and fourth amongst Arab
countries. 

TV improvement
The information ministry stressed its

intention to launch several development
projects including building an integrated
center for editing all Kuwait TV and Kuwait
Radio programs, at a total cost of KD 2.6
million. The ministry also announced that
two new live coverage vehicles fully
equipped with the latest technologies at a
total cost of KD 4 million would arrive by
January. 

Camping season
As the spring camping season nears,

head of the spring camps committee at
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
Colonel Yousef Al-Sefak announced
approving this year’s safety and preventive

measures. He added that in order to facili-
tate the process for campers, applicants
pitching camps over a maximum area of
2,000 sq m would have to sign an online
affidavit at the municipality’s website with-
out checking with KFSD, while those apply-
ing for camps of 5,000 plus sq m should get
KFSD’s approval. Sefak added that the safe-
ty conditions include having concealed
electrical wiring, not using heat sources
inside tents, not using wooden floors inside
tents, to have a gap of at least five meters
between tents, while kitchens should be at
least 10 meters away from tents, not to
burn garbage, keep the place clean, use
non-thermal lighting systems and provide
two four-kilo fire extinguishers per 1,000 sq
m of the camp.  

Kuwait needs more expat teachers: ministry
Lawyer challenges family court law

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwniya detectives arrested
two Asians for illegally practicing medi-
cine in Jleeb Al-Shuyiukh, said security
sources, noting that one of the suspects
claimed to be a doctor and the other
claimed to be a pharmacist. The suspects
were arrested with Ministry of Health
(MoH) medicines they confessed to
obtaining through a third suspect who
worked as a cleaner in a public hospital,
from where he stole them. 

Bootleggers in custody
Five Asians were arrested yesterday in

Sabah Al-Salem for brewing liquor, the
Interior Ministry announced yesterday.
The arrest came during an operation that
followed investigations which started
based on information received about the
suspect’s illegal activity. The five men were
taken to the proper authorities to face
charges.

By-elections
Criminal investigators arrested partici-

pants in a by-election held in Jahra in

preparation for the upcoming parliamen-
tary elections. Security sources noted that
by-elections are incriminated by law,
which penalizes both participants and
organizers with a maximum of five years in
prison and/or a fine of KD 2,000-5,000. 

Arsonists caught
Kuwait Interpol arrested three

Egyptians wanted in Egypt for arson, mur-
der and bullying others, said security
sources, noting that the suspects were
respectively sentenced to life, 25 years
and 10 years in prison. 

Inspection campaign
Ahamadi security launched inspection

campaigns in Mahboula, Dahr, Mangaf,
Fintas, Fahd Al-Ahmad, Hadiya, Zour and
Khairan. Security sources said the inspec-
tions resulted in arresting 87 people
including 12 absconders, 20 wanted for
civil cases, four wanted for criminal cas-
es, two reckless drivers, one for dual citi-
zenship, three for driving AT Vs along
main streets and two for not holding any
ID,  in addition to impounding seven
vehicles and 10 ATVs and filing 24 traffic
tickets.

Duo arrested for practicing medicine illegally

KUWAIT: This photo released by the Interior Ministry
yesterday reveals two suspects arrested for practicing
medicine illegally. Some medications stolen from a public hospital.

HOUSTON: KBR, a major engineering, procurement
and construction company, said its joint venture
with top private security firm Triple Canopy, has
been awarded a major contract by the US Army for
its Kuwait base operations.

It is a firm fixed-price contract for one year with
four option years. The total contract for the first year
is valued at over $115 million and the full contract is
expected to exceed $800 million over the five year
life of the contract, said a statement from KBR.

As per the deal, KBR-Triple Canopy JV will pro-
vide logistics, engineering services and installation
support services including morale, welfare and
recreation (MWR); information management; forms
and publications, official mail, and reproduction
services; postal operations; healthcare support serv-
ices; operations, security, fire and emergency servic-
es, it stated.

The Kuwait Base Operations and Security
Support Services (K-BOSSS 2.0) contract will cover
the Kuwait Area of Responsibility including: Camp
Arifjan, Camp Buehring, Udairi Range Complex,
Camp Patriot on the Kuwait Naval Base (KNB), the
Aerial Port of Debarkation (APOD) located at the
Kuwait City International Airport (KCIA), and Sea
Port of Debarkation (SPOD) located at the Kuwait
Port of Shuaiba, it added.

KBR has earlier provided services support solu-
tions for the US joint Armed Services spanning the
military operational continuum from contingencies
to critical forward locations across the globe and at
home, said the statement.

The company provides Base Operations Support
Services for the US Navy in Djibouti and Bahrain
while simultaneously providing immediate
response services support solutions for the US Army
in Kuwait, Iraq and much of Europe through the
Army’s Logistics Civil Augmentation IV contract, it
added.—Trade Arabia News Service

KBR wins US Army
project contract

in Kuwait


