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CALAIS: Inside the Kids Cafe, a ram-
shackle refuge in a sprawling migrant
slum in Calais, a mobile phone rings.
Afghan teenager Wasaal takes the call. A
friend of his has managed to hide inside
a truck and hopes he will soon be on the
other side of the English Channel. “The
problem is that he does not have GPS on
his mobile. He does not know if the truck
is moving in the right direction,” the 14-
year-old said.

In fact, few in this muddy, violent
camp in the northern French city know
where they are going, but dreams
abound of a life in Britain, just 21 miles
across the sea. The French government
has announced plans to shut down the
camp that has become a demoralizing
symbol of Europe’s migrant crisis by the
end of the year. That means 6,000 to
10,000 migrants will need to be relocat-
ed, including up to 1,300 minors, accord-
ing to different estimates from charities
operating in the camp.

Terrible experience 
Many refugee children in Calais claim

to have family ties in the UK and don’t
even consider building their future in
France. Jonny Willis, a volunteer from the
French refugee and youth service, says
the camp’s appalling living conditions
and poor hygiene have been a strong
deterrent. “They went through a terrible
experience here,” said Willis. “They have
been treated so badly by police. This
camp lacks basic services, in addition
there is no security.” Wasaal himself has
stopped trying to sneak onto trucks to
Britain. Instead he’s had his fingerprints
taken as part of his request for asylum.

“I tried it more than 10 times over the
past seven months,” he said. “But I’m not
doing it anymore. I’m in the process of
being reunited with my uncle and
cousins. I don’t how long it will take, it’s
for the Home Office to decide.” Britain’s
Home Office says small groups of
refugee children have been coming in a
weekly basis for the last few months and
hundreds are now expected to cross the
Channel legally before the Calais camp is
destroyed.

Inside the Kids Cafe, a place where

teenagers can relax and enjoy a free
meal, Wasaal and a dozen of other boys
are listening to music while playing pool.
The sofas are worn out, but a poster of a
red British double-decker bus reminds
everyone that London is just a few miles
away. After a perilous three-month jour-
ney across countries including Syria,
Turkey, and Serbia, Wasaal can’t wait for
his British dream to come true. 

“Here I’m just wasting my time,” the
teenager said in fluent English. “We are
too busy dealing with daily life prob-
lems. We can’t think properly.” “I left
because my family was in danger,” said
the boy, who fled Kunduz province in
northern Afghanistan where Taliban are
conducting repeated raids. Wasaal has
lost touch with his parents, who also fled
the violence. His hopes are simple:
receiving a proper education in a safe
environment. “I just dream to be in a
place where there will be no one to harm
me. Back in Afghanistan, I had very good
results in two different subjects, physics
and mathematics. I want to be an engi-
neer,” he said.

‘Danger of being exploited’ 
Aid groups agree the Calais slum

must be shut down, but are urging
authorities to take their time. The
refugee youth service has handed
mobile phones to hundreds of children
and collected information to make sure
they won’t go missing when the camp is
dismantled. When the southern part of
the camp was destroyed in April, 129
children vanished. “We should do every-
thing to ensure that minors don’t disap-
pear,” Genevieve Avenard, the French
government’s children rights watchdog,
said during a recent visit. “They are in
danger of being exploited. We also need
time to give these children their confi-
dence back, so they can set up a project
for their future life.”

Mahmud, 16, already knows what he
wants to be - a business accountant. The
Afghan teenager, whose parents were
killed when he was a boy, hopes he will
be transferred to Birmingham, where his
uncle has already been in touch with
British authorities. In the meantime, he’s

bored of wandering around the camp
without a plan. At night, he sleeps in
Container No. 51, one of the heated
white containers holding up to 1,500
people. Mahmud is also wary of the fre-
quent violence in the camp. “There are
too many fighting here. I really don’t like
that,” said the diminutive boy, wearing
only a pair of flip flops on a cold after-
noon. Tensions have been growing amid
the looming uncertainty. It’s only a mat-
ter of weeks before all  the Calais
migrants will be deported, transferred to
England or relocated to more than 160
centers around France. One British chari-
ty has warned of possible suicide
attempts from desperate migrants. But
new migrants are still arriving.

On Thursday at the Calais-Frethun
train station, a young boy in jeans and
sneakers stepped out of the express train
from Paris. He was immediately arrested
by two French police officers. “We
checked his ID, he’s a 17-year-old from
Somalia,” one police officer said, speak-
ing on customary condition of anonymi-
ty. “He wants to go to England. — AP

In Calais’ refugee slum, teens dream of Britain

TEHRAN: A group of Iranian lawmakers
has written an open letter to the head of
the judiciary calling for the release of
Narges Mohammadi, an activist sentenced
to 10 years in prison. Mohammadi, 44, has
campaigned against the death penalty
and was awarded the City of Paris medal
earlier this year for her work on women’s
rights. 

Arrested in May last year, the mother-
of-two was sentenced in April to a total of
16 years in prison on various charges,
including “forming and managing an ille-
gal group”. In the letter published by
Iranian media yesterday, the lawmakers
call on Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani, the head
of the judiciary, “to apply the clemency
and mercy of the Islamic republic” and
reunite her with her children.  They also

highlight Mohammadi’s medical problems
including “muscular paralysis”. 

Among the signatories were parlia-
mentary vice president Ali Motahari and
several female MPs. Mohammadi, who
was also spokeswoman for Iran’s Centre
for Human Rights Defenders, went on
hunger strike in June after being denied
phone contact with her children, who live
with their father in France. The authorities
relented after 20 days of the hunger strike.
Under a law passed last year, she should
only serve the sentence linked to the most
important charge-in this case 10 years for
forming the “illegal group” Legam which
pressed for an end to capital punishment.
Amnesty International says Iran executed
977 people last year, mostly on drug traf-
ficking charges. —AFP 

ISTANBUL: A suspected Islamic State suicide
bomber blew himself up during an anti-terror
raid in the Turkish city of Gaziantep yesterday,
killing three police officers, officials said.  A few
hours later, a second suicide bomber-identified
as the chief of IS group “bomb cells” in the city
near the Syrian border-detonated his explo-
sives, killing himself but without causing any
further fatalities. 

The blasts took place shortly after Turkish-
backed rebels captured the northern Syrian
town of Dabiq from the IS group, dealing a
major symbolic blow to the jihadists. In the first
attack in Gaziantep, the bomber set off his

explosives to avoid being captured by Turkish
police, local governor Ali Yerlikaya said in tele-
vised comments. Turkish media had initially
spoken of more than one attacker but the gov-
ernor and the local prosecutor’s office said the
body of just one bomber was found at the
scene. The governor said five police and four
Syrians were also injured. Acting on a tip-off,
special police used armored vehicles to block

the road where the suspected jihadists were
holed up in a house, the state-run news agency
Anadolu reported. Witnesses told private NTV
television they heard sound of gunfire and
clashes in the area, which is mostly populated
by university students.

‘Suspected sleeper cells’ 
Video footage released by the private

Dogan news agency showed several suspects
with their hands tied behind their backs as they
were taken to a police car.  Yerlikaya said the
raid took place after Turkish authorities gath-
ered intelligence about a possible suicide bomb

attack by a suspected IS sleeper cell  in
Gaziantep against an Alevi cultural association.
Police confiscated computers and hard disks
from the house.

A second suicide bomber blew himself up as
police hunted for suspects who fled after the
first blast, Yelikaya said. He was identified as
Mehmet Kadir Cabael, chief of the IS group’s
“bomb cells” in the Gaziantep region and who

was believed to be supplying logistical support
to the organisation, according to the governor.
He said the second bombing caused no further
casualties, adding that the suspect’s wife and
children who were in the apartment building at
the time did not suffer any injuries. Turkish
police have detained 19 suspects for alleged
links to IS group, the governor said. Gaziantep, a
major city lying just 60 kilometres (37 miles)
north of the Syrian border, has become a hub
for Syrians fleeing the civil war.

‘Continue anti-terror fight’ 
Since the summer of 2015, Turkey has suf-

fered a string of attacks in Gaziantep and else-
where blamed on IS jihadists and Kurdish mili-
tants. In August, a suicide bombing at a Kurdish
wedding in the city killed 57 people, 34 of them
children. The attack was blamed on IS jihadists.
In September, the United States warned of the
risk of a terror attack in Gaziantep on businesses
frequented by Westerners, including the popu-
lar coffee chain Starbucks.

At the time, the US embassy in Ankara
warned its citizens that Turkish police were
investigating a possible “terror cell” in
Gaziantep. Turkish authorities acknowledge that
IS jihadists have built up a presence in the
southeastern city with the aim of staging
attacks, and yesterday’s raid was part of a wider
crackdown on sleeper cells across the country.
Yerlikaya said Turkey “will continue its fight
against all terror groups including Daesh”, using
an Arabic acronym for IS.  

Turkey launched an unprecedented opera-
tion inside Syria on August 24, backing up
opposition fighters, with the ultimate goal of
cleansing its border of IS jihadists and stopping
the advance of Syrian Kurdish militia forces
which Ankara vehemently opposes. President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has also voiced Turkey’s
willingness to become involved in a coalition
operation to recapture the northern Iraqi city of
Mosul from IS.

Turkey is still reeling from an attempted July
15 coup blamed on US-based Islamic preacher
Fethullah Gulen that has been followed by a
relentless purge of his supporters from all state
institutions. Kurdish militants have also staged a
number of attacks. Adherents of the Alevi
branch of Islam are known for their hardline
opposition to the Islamic-rooted ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP) co-founded by
Erdogan. — AFP 

3 Turkish police killed by 

suicide bomb near border
Another ‘bomb cell’ explosive detonated but no causalities   

BAGHDAD A suicide bomber struck a gath-
ering of Shiite mourners in Baghdad yester-
day, killing at least four people and wound-
ing another 12, Iraqi officials said, as gov-
ernment troops prepared for a decisive bat-
tle to drive the Islamic State extremist
group from the major northern city of
Mosul. The attack took place in Baghdad’s
Shiite-dominated Jadriyah neighborhood
on the Tigris River, where the explosive-
laden bomber approached Shiites com-
memorating the 7th century death of
Imam Hussein, the grandson of the Prophet
Muhammad, a police officer said.

A medical official confirmed the toll.
Both officials spoke on condition of
anonymity as they were not authorized to
release information to the press. The IS mili-
tants claimed responsibility for the bomb-
ing in a statement carried by the IS-linked
Aamaq news agency. The claim could not
be independently verified. The group
swept through a swath of Iraq in June 2014
and took control of significant areas in the
north and west. 

Along with parts of Syria, it declared an
Islamic caliphate that covers nearly a third
of each country. But since late last year, the
militants have suffered battlefields loses
and their power has shrunk to the northern
city of Mosul, Iraq’s second-largest city
located about 360 kilometers (225 miles)
northwest of Baghdad, along with small

towns in the country’s north and west. Iraq
is now gearing up for a major battle with IS
for Mosul, an operation that is expected to
be the most complex yet for Iraq’s military,
which is still rebuilding from its humiliating
2014 defeat.

The “operation to liberate Mosul will
start very soon in the coming few days,”
Brig Gen Haider Fadhil told The Associated
Press in an interview. Fadhil said more than
25,000 troops, including paramilitary forces
made up of Sunni tribal fighters and Shiite
militias, will take part in the offensive that
will  be launched from five directions
around the city. In addition to carrying out
airstrikes, the US-led international coalition
will also offer artillery fire, he added.

According to UN estimates, up to 1 mil-
lion people could be displaced from Mosul
during the operation, exacerbating the
humanitarian situation in the country. The
conflict in Iraq has forced 3.3 million people
to flee their homes, with most of them liv-
ing in camps or informal settlements.
Fadhil voiced concern about potential
action from Turkish troops based in the
region of Bashiqa, northeast of Mosul.
Turkey sent troops to the area late last year
to train anti-IS fighters there. But Baghdad
has seen the Turkish presence as a “blatant
violation” of Iraqi sovereignty and has
demanded the Turkish troops withdraw, a
call Ankara has ignored. — AP 

BAGHDAD: The Iraqi army dropped tens of
thousands of leaflets over Mosul before dawn
yesterday, warning residents an offensive to
recapture the city from Islamic State was in its
final stages of preparation, according to a mili-
tary statement in Baghdad. The leaflets carried
several messages, one of them assuring the pop-
ulation that advancing army units and air strikes
“will not target civilians” and another telling
them to avoid known locations of Islamic State
militants.

The assault on Mosul, the last city still under
control of the ultra-hardline Islamic State in Iraq,
could begin this month with the support of a
US-led coalition, according to Iraqi government
and military officials. Islamic State fighters are
dug in and are expected to fight hard. They have
forced civilians to stay in harm’s way during pre-
vious battles to defend territory. Russian
President Vladimir Putin said yesterday he
hoped the United States and its allies would do
their best to avoid civilian casualties in an attack

on Mosul. Reflecting the authorities’ concerns
over a mass exodus that would complicate the
offensive, the leaflets told residents “to stay at
home and not to believe rumours spread by
Daesh” to cause panic, referring to Islamic State
by its Arabic acronym. With a pre-war population
of around 2 million, Mosul is around 4-5 times
the size of any other city recaptured so far from
the militants, who swept through northern Iraq
in 2014 and also hold a swathe of Syria.

The UN last week said it was bracing for the
world’s biggest and most complex humanitarian
effort in the battle for the city, which could make
up to 1 million people homeless and see civil-
ians used as human shields or even gassed.
“Keep calm and tell your children that it is only a
game or thunder before the rain,” a leaflet said.
“Women should not scream or shout, to pre-
serve the children’s spirit.” “If you see an army
unit, stay at least 25 meters away and avoid any
sudden movements,” another said.

Iraq earlier this month launched a radio sta-
tion to help Mosul residents stay safe during
the offensive. The radio is broadcasting from
Qayyara, a town 60 kilometers south of Mosul,
where the army is massing forces ahead of the
offensive. Qayyara has also an airfield that will
be used as a hub by the US-led coalition to
suppor t  the offensive in which Kurdish
Peshmerga and Sunni  tr ibal  f ighters are
expected to take part.

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has not
yet made it clear whether Iranian-backed Shi’ite
paramilitary units will participate in the offen-
sive on the mainly Sunni city. Local Sunni politi-
cians and regional Sunni-majority states includ-
ing Turkey and Saudi Arabia have cautioned that
letting Shi’ite militias take part in assault could
lead to sectarian bloodletting. — Reuters 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces and policemen inspect the site of a bombing which
targeted a tent where Shiites distribute food as part of annual religious commemo-
rations. — AFP 

IS bomber hits Shiite 

mourners in Baghdad 

GAZIANTEP: Ambulances and security members attend the scene, near an explosion site after
suicide bombers blew themselves up Sunday during a police raid against suspected Islamic
State militants near the Syrian border. — AP 

Iraqi army drops leaflets 

In Mosul in preparation 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi policemen inspect their weapons at the Qayyarah military base, about 60
kilometres (35 miles) south of Mosul. — AFP 

AMMAN: Two Jordanian brothers were
charged with murdering their two sisters in
apparent “honor killings”, a court official said
yesterday. The men, aged 22 and 24, were
charged with murdering their sisters on
Thursday evening in Naur, 20 kilometers
southwest of Jordan’s capital Amman. The
official, who asked to remain anonymous,
said the brothers claimed they had killed the
women, aged 20 and 34, “to defend the fami-
ly’s honor”.

“The two brothers were looking for their
older sister, who had been away from the
family home,” he said. “They found her in the
house of the younger sister, who had married
without the knowledge or consent of the fam-

ily.” They shot the younger sister twice and the
older one five times, including once to the
head, the official said. The younger sister’s
husband, who informed the brothers where
the women were, was also arrested. “The pub-
lic prosecutor charged all three of the arrested
men with murder,” said the official. Another
source familiar with the investigation said the
two brothers had “claimed during questioning
that they had carried out the crime for honor”.
Murder is punishable by death by hanging in
Jordan, but courts usually commute or reduce
sentences in so-called cases of “honor killings,”
particularly if the victim’s family urges lenien-
cy. Jordan sees around 15-20 cases of so-
called honor killings a year. — AFP 

Iran MPs call for release 

of death penalty activist
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