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SAN DIEGO: Top stars in Latin music
pleaded Saturday for tolerance in a con-
cert from the US-Mexico border, taking
a stand weeks ahead of a divisive US
presidential election. Thousands of peo-
ple turned out in the walkway between
San Diego and Tijuana for the show put
together by Univision, the US Spanish-
language network with a strong follow-
ing among Hispanics, and its English-
language, youth-oriented unit Fusion.

Called “RiseUp As One,” the concert
was officially non-partisan but came
amid the heated rhetoric of Republican
nominee Donald Trump, who has
described Mexican immigrants as
rapists and vowed to build a wall on the
border. Rene Perez of the Puerto Rican

reggaeton group Calle 13 appealed for
US voters to pick the “least worst” candi-
date, in a clear reference to Democrat
Hillary Clinton, and closed the concert
with the song “Latinoamerica” in a pow-
erful duet with the Mexican singer Lila
Downs.

Downs, one of the most energetic
performers of the evening, appealed to
Latinos to prove that the community is
“stronger than hate.” Los Tigres del
Nor te,  a top act from the folksy
Mexican-rooted genre of nor teno
music, opened the concert poignantly
with the song “Somos Mas Americanos,”
or “We Are More American.” “I didn’t
cross the border / The border crossed
me,” runs one of song’s lyrics in Spanish,

a reference to the US seizure of Mexican
land in the 1840s. While mostly consist-
ing of Latin artists, the concert also
drew Andra Day, the rising San Diego-
born soul singer and protegee of Stevie
Wonder.

‘Why humanity has survived’ 
Outside the music world, stars who

appeared included the Mexican actor
Gael Garcia Bernal, whose films include
“Babel” and the TV series “Mozart in the
Jungle.” “Migration is the reason that
we’re here on this planet and the reason
why humanity has survived,” Garcia
Bernal told interviewer Jorge Ramos, the
Univision anchor who has entered tense
exchanges in covering Trump.

The veteran Panamanian-born singer
Miguel Bose encouraged viewers to vote
on November 8. “We’re going to decide
if we want progress and dignity or if we
want regression and chaos,” Bose said.
“For me as a Latino, I’m very worried and
I’ve come to tell you that you have a
weapon, and that is your vote and our
voice,” he said. Other major acts includ-
ed Spanish singer-songwriter Alejandro
Sanz, Colombian stars Carlos Vives and
Juanes, and Mexican pop singer Natalia
Lafourcade, who triumphed at last year’s
Latin Grammys with five awards.

And Uruguayan star Jorge Drexler
sang “Al Otro Lado del Rio” (“The Other
Side of the River”), his Oscar-winning
song from “The Motorcycle Diaries,” the

2004 biopic in which Garcia Bernal stars
as revolutionary Che Guevara. “I don’t
know where I’m from / My house is on
the border / And borders move like
flags,” the song goes in Spanish.

Surveys have shown Clinton enjoying
a major edge over Trump among
Hispanics, who make up 17 percent of
the US population and-unless turnout
spikes this year-around 12 percent of
the electorate. Wilmer Valderrama, the
Miami-born actor of Colombian and
Venezuelan descent best known for
“That ‘70s Show,” said that the United
States was defined by immigrants. 

“My family and I are the living proof
that the American dream can come
true,” he said. — AFP 

Stars rally for diversity in US-Mexico border show

OTTAWA: The phenomenon that is Justin
Trudeau continues to soar one year after his
landslide election. On the eve of this anniver-
sary, the Canadian prime minister’s approval rat-
ing reached 65 percent (compared with the pre-
vious Tory administration, which peaked at 42
percent), while his celebrity and policies have
molded him into the new liberal standard-bearer
on the world stage.

Early on in his mandate, the son of former
prime minister and liberal lion Pierre Trudeau
staked out deficit spending and open border
policies, rejecting the divisive politics of his
predecessor Stephen Harper. The former teacher
and amateur boxer has earned praise for moves
like budgeting billions in spending to bolster a
fragile economy, promoting feminism and hand-
ing out parkas to Syrian refugees-bucking the
rise globally of the ultra-right.

His fans include United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, US President Barack
Obama and IMF Managing Director Christine
Lagarde. Trudeau’s impressive rise-defeating a
sitting government with a third-placed party-is
largely attributed to his outreach to Millennials.
He has tapped into a generational shift in values
and the way people increasingly use social
media to communicate, while using his famous
name to his advantage.

“He has very strategically promoted his and
his spouse’s celebrity, knowing that you reach a
broader number of voters when you do that,”
said Duff Conacher, co-founder of advocacy
group Democracy Watch. “And they will contin-
ue to do that because people who don’t pay a
lot of attention to politics, if they do vote, will
make decisions based on who they like.”

Born to be liberal 
Trudeau grew up in the spotlight under the

wing of his father, who is considered the father
of modern Canada. He is comfortable jumping
into crowds to glad-hand and pose for selfies.
Using social media, he reaches out directly to
citizens at home and abroad. Meanwhile, the
good looks of Trudeau and his family-wife
Sophie, a former TV host, and their three young
children-have been splashed across the pages
of fashion magazines and newspapers, and
even a comic book.

“People are connecting with this government
and its style,” said PG Forest, director of the
School of Public Policy at the University of

Calgary. “His value set is also very much what
people want of politicians at the moment,” he
said, adding that Trudeau also has “what I call
‘the Hollywood factor.’ After a few minutes the
whole room revolves around him.” The downside
of celebrity culture in politics, observers agreed,
is that style trumps substance. “The more we talk
about the way they look and their personal
habits, the less we talk about public policy,” said
Alex Marland, a politics professor at
Newfoundland’s Memorial University.

‘Canada is back’ 
The opposition is rudderless with both the

Tories and New Democrats due to pick new lead-
ers next year. As the government makes good

on more of its 300-plus campaign promises,
which may require compromises, some backers
will inevitably be disappointed by the outcomes.
So far, Trudeau has championed the landmark
Paris climate accord, aboriginal reconciliation,
feminism, and is expected to make Canada the
first G7 nation to legalize marijuana in 2017. He
also exploded on the world stage, following the
previous administration’s retreat, declaring:

“Canada is back!”
This has meant a shift toward multilateralism,

including more peacekeeping missions and
increased foreign aid. “He is the lone liberal on
the global stage,” said Conacher, citing Trudeau’s
promotion of “tolerance” and the challenge of
growing anti-immigration and anti-globalization
in Europe and the United States. Notably
Trudeau has reversed many of his predecessor’s
policies. “So when he goes out and speaks on
the international scene, it has greater resonance
and newsworthiness because it comes after 10
years of policies that are the complete opposite
(of those) under the Conservatives,” Conacher
said.

Some argue that the current competition to

be the world’s leading liberal voice is lackluster.
“It ’s difficult to find Francois Hollande very
inspiring, or (Mariano) Rajoy Brey in Spain, or
Theresa May or even Hillary Clinton. Obama is
on his way out and people soon won’t be able to
name an inspiring leader on the world scene at
this moment,” said Forest. “So the world needs
Trudeau to be a strong liberal voice and a coun-
terbalance to the rising right.” — AFP 

Canada’s liberal champion PM 

Trudeau celebrates one year

‘People are connecting with his government and style’ 

WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton’s campaign
asked former President Bill Clinton to can-
cel a speech to a Wall Street investment
firm last year because of concerns that the
Clintons might appear to be too cozy with
Wall Street just as the former secretary of
state was about to announce her White
House bid, newly released emails show.
Clinton aides say in hacked emails released
Friday by the anti-secrecy group WikiLeaks
that Hillary Clinton did not want her hus-
band to cancel the speech, but after a “cool
down period” was eventually convinced
that canceling was the right step.

Campaign manager Robby Mook said
he realized canceling the lucrative speech
would disappoint both Clintons but “it’s a
very consequential unforced error and
could plague us in stories for months.” The
Clintons’ paid speeches have been an issue
throughout the campaign, particularly
Hillary Clinton’s private speeches to Wall
Street firms. Hillary Clinton earned about
$1.5 million in speaking fees before launch-
ing her presidential campaign, while Bill
Clinton reaped more than $5 million from
banking, tech and other corporate inter-
ests, according to financial documents filed
by Hillary Clinton.

The campaign has never released tran-
scripts of Hillary Clinton’s speeches, but the
hacked emails did reveal excerpts flagged
by her advisers as potentially concerning.
In the excerpts, Clinton talked about
dreaming of “open trade and open borders”
in the Western Hemisphere. She also says
politicians sometimes need to have “both a
public and a private position” on issues. Bill
Clinton was scheduled to speak to Morgan
Stanley executives in April 2015, a few days
after his wife was set to launch her bid for
president.

“That’s begging for a bad rollout,” Mook
wrote in a March 11, 2015, email. In a later
email, Mook says he feels “very strongly
that doing the speech is a mistake” with
serious potential consequences for Hillary
Clinton’s campaign. “People would (right-
fully) ask how we let it happen.” Hillary
Clinton was scheduled to campaign in
Iowa, “where caucus goers have a sharply
more negative view of Wall Street than the
rest of the electorate,” Mook wrote. “Wall
Street ranks first for Iowans among a list of
institutions that ‘take advantage of every

day Americans,’ scoring twice as high as the
general election electorate. ... This is a very
big deal in my view.”

‘A cool down period’ 
Clinton’s longtime aide, Huma Abedin,

assured Mook the next day that Clinton
was fine with canceling the speech, espe-
cially if Bill Clinton agreed. The candidate
“just needed a cool down period,” Abedin
wrote. The emails were among thousands
published this week by WikiLeaks, which
has been releasing a series of emails
hacked from the accounts of Clinton cam-
paign chairman John Podesta.

US intelligence officials last week
blamed the Russian government for a
series of breaches intended to influence
the presidential election. The Russians deny
involvement. Podesta’s hacked messages
offer insight into the various strategies and
responses considered by those close to
Clinton as they grappled with pitfalls in her
bid for the Democratic presidential nomi-
nation, including the 2009 decision to use a
private email server while serving as secre-
tary of state. In a separate email, Clinton
aides discussed how to explain her 2001
support for an overhaul of the nation’s
bankruptcy system. Sanders was citing past
criticism by Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass.,
as evidence of Clinton’s favoritism to Wall
Street. Clinton defended the vote in a TV
interview earlier this year, saying she pur-
sued language to ensure women received
child support if a spouse went into bank-
ruptcy. In a Feb. 7 email,  adviser Ann
O’Leary noted that Clinton had overstated
her case: “She said women groups were all
pressuring her to vote for it. Evidence does
not support that statement.”

Clinton spokeswoman Jennifer Palmieri
said Friday that the campaign has taken
unspecified precautions to secure its
emails. Asked whether officials were con-
sidering releasing all of Podesta’s emails at
once, Palmieri said, “ That is what the
Russians would like us to do and we are not
going to do that.” Emails released Friday
also show that Clinton’s daughter, Chelsea,
used a second alias to communicate with
her mother ’s campaign: Anna James.
Chelsea Clinton also used the alias Diane
Reynolds, according to emails previously
made public. —AP 

PORT-AU-PRINCE: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon voiced distress Saturday at the “absolute
devastation” caused by a deadly hurricane in
Haiti, and disappointment at scant emergency
aid reaching the struggling nation. “I am disap-
pointed by the response of the international
community. I sincerely hope and I urge the
major donors to lend their helpful hand,” Ban
said at Port-au-Prince airport following a heli-
copter overflight of the hard-hit southern
regions.

Haiti is only just emerging from the devastat-
ing aftermath of a January 2010 earthquake that
killed more than 200,000 people. The interna-
tional aid that poured in at the time, poorly coor-
dinated, became a major fiasco, with only a frac-
tion of the funds reaching the victims of the
catastrophe. “I know there is some fatigue from
certain countries, but the current situation, the
current disaster that hit this country through
Hurricane Matthew is beyond description,” Ban

said during a joint press conference with interim
president Jocelerme Privert.

At least 546 people were killed, and more
than 175,000 people have lost their homes. Ban
said Monday that a “massive response” was
needed to cope with the destruction, with 1.4
million people in need of urgent assistance after
towns and villages were almost wiped off the
map. The United Nations has launched a flash
appeal for $120 million to help Haiti, the poorest
country in the Western Hemisphere, cope with
its worst humanitarian crisis since a devastating
2010 earthquake. But so far, only about 12 per-
cent of the needed funds has been raised to
help stave off famine and serious health crises,
including cholera.

‘Very, very sad’ 
Privert, the interim leader, called for long-

term support from allies. “There will always be
hurricanes, there will always be catastrophes. We

need concrete actions to mitigate the damage
from the next hurricanes that have not hit yet,”
Privert said. Earlier, Ban visited Les Cayes, one of
the worst affected by Hurricane Matthew when
it crashed ashore on October 4, packing winds of
145 miles (230 kilometers) per hour.

“I was very, very sad when we saw the com-
plete devastation. But people the world over
stand with you,” the UN chief said, speaking in
French. “The United Nations stands by your side.
We will mobilize all resources to help you.”  The
streets have been cleaned. The branches and
tree trunks form massive heaps on the side-
walks. Businesses have reopened.

Ban was warmly received at Philippe Guerrier
high school, where more than 500 people are
still huddled. He spoke with a young man who
was wounded, before telling the displaced:
“kembe fem” in Creole (“hang in there”). “We
have been told to leave because school has to
start again, but we don’t have anywhere to go,”
said Aivi Jean-Bar.  “They bring us a bit to eat and
drink, but that’s not what we need. What we
want to know is where we can go to sleep,” the
36-year-old woman sheltering at the school with
her four children told AFP.

Cholera on the rise 
In addition to the destruction of countless

homes and farms, Haitians in the worst-affected
areas are dealing with a lack of potable water,
which is contributing to the spread of disease.
Haiti has been plagued for half a dozen years by
cholera, which has claimed close to 10,000 lives,
despite extensive efforts to combat it

The malady was brought to Haiti by UN
peacekeepers from Nepal, who were helping in
the aftermath of the earthquake. Officials have
seen evidence of a new spike in cholera cases,
which prompted the World Health Organization
last week to announce it was sending an addi-
tional one million doses of vaccine to Haiti. The
UN Security Council, meanwhile, agreed earlier
this week to extend MINUSTAH’s stay until April
of next year to help combat the myriad crises in
the aftermath of Matthew. The hurricane also
prompted election officials to push back already
delayed presidential and legislative elections
until November 20. The elections are a do-over
after an earlier vote had to be annulled because
of violence and massive fraud. — AFP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton waves after
speaking at a fundraiser at the Civic Center Auditorium. — AP 

Emails show a concern over 

Clinton’s Wall Street speech

OTTAWA: French Prime Minister Manuel Valls (L) and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
walk down the hall of honor on Parliament Hill. — AFP 

UN chief urges against ‘aid 

fatigue’ in disaster hit Haiti

LES CAYES: Members of an evangelic church attend church damaged by Hurricane Matthew, in
the commune of Roche-a-Bateaux. — AFP 

FAIRLESS HILLS: To the Republicans in
the red “Can’t Afford Katie” T-shirts, it’s as if
Donald Trump doesn’t even exist. These
activists have been sprinting through
Pennsylvania neighborhoods, talking to
people about how bad Democrat Katie
McGinty would be as a U.S. senator. Here
to help save Republican Sen. Pat Toomey -
and, more broadly, the party’s control of
the Senate - are employees and volun-
teers for Americans for Prosperity, the
best-known group financed by conserva-
tive billionaires Charles and David Koch.
Similar scenes are playing out in North
Carolina, Florida and Ohio.

In addition to having nail-biting Senate
races this year, those four states are some
of the most important battlegrounds in
the presidential race. Yet the Koch activists
interacting with millions of people who
could be Trump’s most crucial voters aren’t
supposed to utter a word about him or
Hillary Clinton, a Democrat they’d been
preparing for years to attack. Four years
after spending heavily in a futile effort to
prevent President Barack Obama’s second
term, the Kochs have pushed all of their
resources down ballot. And their
resources are ample: They’re on track to

spend about $250 million on policy and
politics in the two years leading to
Election Day. The brothers and many of
their wealthy donor friends who fund the
political and policy groups known as the
Koch network have no interest in backing
Trump. In a television interview in April,
Charles Koch called Clinton and Trump
“terrible role models” and trashed Trump’s
“monstrous” proposal for a temporary ban
of foreign Muslims entering the US.

In the months since, while many
Republicans flipped back and forth as to
whether to support their nominee, the
Kochs never considered engaging in a
Trump-Clinton match, even when some
donors pressed them at a conference in
August. Instead, Koch groups have spent
about $42 million on TV, radio and digital
advertising in Senate races. As of this
month, they have abandoned paid media
altogether, preserving their money for
what is a much more critical hole to plug:
door-to-door advocacy. Trump’s campaign
has eschewed traditional political grunt
work, leaving that to overworked national
and state Republican parties, which must
advocate for GOP candidates from Trump
down to the local council members. — AFP

Koch brothers are focusing  

on GOP senate, not trump


