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financial and administrative violations. Other lawmakers
had vowed to file more grillings against a number of other
ministers, which intensified political tension. The decision to
raise petrol prices subjected lawmakers to tremendous popu-
lar anger that endangered MPs losing their credibility in the
eyes of voters in any future election.

After the election date is set, the interior ministry will invite
candidates to register for the polls. After yesterday’s dissolu-
tion, the only assemblies that completed their full four-year
terms since 1985 were the ones elected in 1992 and 1999. All
the rest were dissolved prematurely either by HH the Amir or
the constitutional court.

A majority of the opposition groups that boycotted the
last election after the government changed the voting system
appear to be set to take part in the next polls, with some pre-
dicting a good show for them. Opposition activists who have
been very critical of the Assembly since it was elected in July
2013, saw the reasons behind the dissolution as unconvinc-
ing.  Some said that the agreement between the government
and the speaker to hold snap polls was to prevent jailed
opposition leader and former MP Musallam Al-Barrak from
running in the election. Barrak is serving a two-year jail term

for insulting HH the Amir and is due to complete his jail term
in April next year. The activists said that even the mere pres-
ence of Barrak outside jail is threatening to the government
and members of the Assembly.

The activists said on Twitter that the main achievements of
the Assembly were soaring prices, hiking petrol prices, failure
of development, raising electricity charges and other negative
issues. Activist and university professor Ahmad Al-Thayedi
said the dissolution is evidence that “Kuwait is experiencing a
real political dilemma and the solution should be through dia-
logue and reforming the political system and not through dis-
solving the National Assembly”.

MP Saleh Ashour congratulated the people for the dissolu-
tion and hoped that the voters will elect lawmakers who will
achieve their aspirations. A majority of the outgoing lawmak-
ers appear to be prepared to seek reelection, with only a few
of them opting out. The three lawmakers who are Cabinet
ministers - Yaqoub Al-Sane, Ali Al-Omair and Issa Al-Kandari -
said they will resign from the Cabinet to be able to contest the
elections.

The new voting system introduced in Dec 2012 allows
each voter to elect only one candidate. Each of the five elec-
toral districts elects 10 lawmakers to make up the 50-elected
members of the Assembly.

Stage set for snap elections after Assembly...
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residency law to raise the salary requirement for depend-
ent visas from KD 250 to KD 450, a move expected to cut the
number of foreign families in the country.

The two most recent steps come as Kuwait scrambles for
solutions to address a demographic imbalance problem that is
widely blamed for the country’s deteriorating public services
and infrastructure and unemployment among other issues.
“We have 2,670,000 expats, and if we do not take such meas-
ures, this number will double in a few years, creating a bigger
problem,” Maarafi told Al-Rai daily.

“How can a person whose monthly salary is KD 250 deal
with the high cost of living and meet all the demands of his
family?” Maarafi said in defense of the interior ministry’s deci-
sion. “It is illogical, and keeping it unchanged means costing
the state money and commitment towards unproductive
manpower.” Maarafi reassured that the decision will not be
enforced retroactively, and will only affect dependent visa
applications submitted after the decision became effective.
Dependent visas issued before the decision can still be
renewed based on the old salary, and the same goes for issu-
ing visas for newborns, he added.

Only male expatriates are allowed to sponsor a family,
according to Kuwait’s residency laws. The average salary of a
male expat in the private sector is only KD 247, according to
the latest statistics. In case the husband dies, a working mother
can sponsor her children, provided that her monthly salary
meets the KD 450 minimum requirement, Maarafi explained.
Some exceptions will also be made on humanitarian grounds
regarding spouses and children, he added.

The interior ministry’s recent measures are directly linked
to the government’s plan to readjust Kuwait’s population,
which is currently dominated by expats at nearly 70 percent,
according to sources familiar with the issue. Meanwhile, the
same sources who spoke to Al-Rai on the condition of
anonymity admitted that a proposal to reduce or set a quota
for the number of expat communities in Kuwait will take time
to implement, adding that any step in this regard would be
taken on a gradual basis in order to minimize any potential

negative effects that might happen as a result. “[Rushing the
decision] could create confusion in the state’s economic and
labor market fields, in addition to the effect a drastic reduc-
tion could have on Kuwait’s relations with other countries,”
said the sources.

The Egyptian government last week urged Kuwait to retract
a decision it recently made to reduce the monthly rent
allowance paid to expat teachers in public schools from KD
150 to KD 60, which affects nearly 13,000 Egyptian teachers
working in the state. Egyptian Minister of Manpower
Mohammad Saafan was even quoted in the Kuwaiti press as
saying that the ‘crisis’ resulting from this decision will be pre-
sented for discussion during the Arab Labor Organization’s
meeting late next week in Qatar.

Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for
Planning and Development Hind Al-Subaih reiterated as well
that rectifying Kuwait’s demographic imbalance remains part
of the government’s plans, yet its implementation needs “pro-
longed periods of time”.

In other news, Maarafi announced that the interior ministry
will implement the interior minister’s decision pertaining with
rectifying the situation of Palestinians in Kuwait who carry trav-
el documents issued by Arab countries. Nearly 8,000
Palestinians have been dealing with a dilemma for the past
few months after Egyptian authorities stopped renewing their
travel documents issued by the Egyptian government on
grounds that they already carry Palestinian passports. 

However, those Palestinians could not renew their visas in
Kuwait because Kuwaiti authorities were yet to recognize their
passports as official documents. But this changes this week as
the systems at all immigration departments around Kuwait will
be updated to accept Palestinian passports, Maarafi said,
adding that Palestinians with expired visas would then be
required to obtain a certificate from the Palestinian Embassy to
confirm that their passports are valid, before their new visas
are printed on the passport.

Separately, Maarafi expressed hope that the foreign min-
istry would begin searching for new markets to recruit domes-
tic helpers before a national domestic labor recruitment com-
pany that was established earlier this year begins its work.

Minimum salary for visit visas raised...

Continued from Page 1

Fighting continued meanwhile in the city of Aleppo,
where government troops have been waging a fierce
Russian-backed offensive on rebels in the eastern quar-
ters. Clashes took place in Aleppo’s northern and south-
ern outskirts yesterday, as well as in the city center,
according to the Observatory.  AFP’s correspondent in
Aleppo said there had been nearly non-stop air raids on
the opposition-held half of the city since midnight.

The Observatory said at least four people were killed
in raids on the city’s east yesterday. Rebel fire on gov-
ernment-controlled districts meanwhile left three peo-
ple dead and more than two dozen wounded according
to state news agency SANA. Fighting has surged in
Aleppo following the collapse last month of a ceasefire
brokered by the United States and Russia, raising deep
international concern.

Kerry flew to London yesterday to brief Washington’s
European allies after “brainstorming” talks in Lausanne
with the main players in Syria’s conflict. The Swiss meet-

ing on Saturday included key rebel backers Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkey, as well as regime supporters Iran
and Russia. But it did not produce a concrete plan to
restore the truce that collapsed amid bitter recrimina-
tions between Washington and Moscow.

Russian President Vladimir Putin yesterday said his
country was “always ready to talk with everyone” on
ways to end the conflict, and took a jab at France who
he said was “not so involved” in peace efforts. Putin had
accused France of pushing for a UN proposal on Syria
knowing Russia would veto it. Kerry is expected to meet
yesterday with his counterparts from Britain and France,
but hopes for a breakthrough have been dim.

British foreign minister Boris Johnson is expected to
propose “no-bombing zones” for Syria - including
Aleppo - during the meeting, the Sunday Times report-
ed. Quoting a source close to Johnson, the report said
he would seek backing from Washington and others for
a proposal to threaten strikes on Syrian military sites in
retaliation for bombings of certain areas or facilities
such as hospitals. — AFP 

Rebels seize emblematic IS stronghold
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“I don’t really see it as me changing the world or
changing the US, even,” she said during an interview on
the Norwich parade ground. “I just kind of see it as the
school allowing an American student to practice her faith
while also training to be an officer in the Navy.” Hamze’s
great-grandmother was in the Air Force and two of her
grandparents met while serving in the Navy in Puerto
Rico. Her father is a police officer in Florida.

Hamze said that she has been subject to hostile stares
and comments while wearing her hijab in public, but nev-
er at Norwich, where she is not the first Muslim to attend
the school, or in Vermont. The hostility to her faith hasn’t
made her bitter or curbed her dream of serving her coun-
try. “It doesn’t scare me because I know what I’m doing is
not to harm anyone,” she said. “I know what I’m doing is to

actually protect the country. I’m joining the task force that
protects this country.”

Hamze’s college plans made headlines this spring
when The Citadel - the Charleston, South Carolina, mili-
tary college she had hoped to attend - refused to change
its uniform policy to accommodate her hijab.  Norwich
was quick to agree to make the accommodation, which
will also apply to Jewish men who wish to wear a yarmul-
ke along with their uniforms.

Norwich, located in the town of Northfield, about 10
miles south of the Vermont capital of Montpelier, is the
nation’s oldest private military college. Last spring, it host-
ed a celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Reserve
Officers Training Program. Of its total on-campus student
body of about 2,250, about two-thirds of students are in
the Corps of Cadets, its military program, while the rest are
civilians who don’t participate in military training. — AP

Hijabi cadet settles in at US college
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jury convicted him for his role in Al-Qaeda bombings
in East Africa. He is serving a life sentence.

Just six Guantanamo cases have resulted in convictions
so far, with two guilty verdicts being appealed, according
to the military commissions’ website. In one appeals case,
a federal court overturned two of the three convictions of
Ali Hamza Al-Bahlul, the suspected publicist for slain Al-
Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. An appeal decision is
pending on the third charge.

Pentagon officials defended the pace of proceedings,
saying that it takes time to resolve many of the classified
documents submitted as evidence. “The Department of
Defense is committed to fairness and transparency in the
military commissions proceedings,” Pentagon spokes-
woman Lieutenant Colonel Valerie Henderson said in an
email.

President George W Bush signed the law creating the
tribunals on Oct 17, 2006, after the US Supreme Court
struck down previous tribunals set up to try Al-Qaeda sus-
pects, ruling that they violated US military law and the
Geneva Conventions. Obama took office in 2009 and

vowed to close the prison. He approved legislation that
included barring the use of evidence obtained under tor-
ture. The effort to close Guantanamo stalled amid opposi-
tion from Congress, with Republicans saying many of the
prisoners are too dangerous to release.

John Yoo, who helped draft the Bush administration’s
legal strategy after 9/11, said the Guantanamo courts
were designed for plea bargaining to get suspects to
cooperate with government intelligence agencies. The
Supreme Court ruling “slowed the whole thing down, and
it has become a risk-averse system that doesn’t want to
make another mistake,” said Yoo, now a law professor at
the University of California, Berkeley.

Government interference is also an issue. Sept 11
defense lawyers have found their meeting rooms bugged,
had mail with clients seized, and contend that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation has tried to infiltrate a defense
team. Last year, a Sept 11 suspect at Guantanamo recog-
nized that a court interpreter had also worked at a Central
Intelligence Agency prison where he was held. “Every
issue that comes up is a new and novel issue that can take
days” to resolve, said Morris Davis, a former Air Force
colonel and the first Guantanamo prosecutor. — Reuters 

At Guantanamo, wheels of justice barely...

Continued from Page 1

and drill into it, in search of extraterrestrial life - past or
present. While any life is unlikely to be found on the barren,
radiation-blasted surface, scientists say traces of methane
in Mars’ thin atmosphere may indicate something living
underground - likely to be single-celled microbes, if that is
the case. Mars has become a graveyard for many a mission
seeking to probe a planet that has captured the human
imagination for millennia. Since the 1960s, more than half
of US, Russian and European attempts to land and operate
craft on the Martian surface have failed.

The last time the European Space Agency (ESA) tried,
the British-built Beagle 2 disappeared without a trace
after separating from the Mars Express mothership in Dec

2003. The mini-lab - a disc about the size of a dustbin lid -
was finally spotted in Jan 2015 in a NASA image. Getting a
lander on Mars “is a complex mission,” said Thierry
Blancquaert, Schiaparelli’s manager.

Craft must be built to survive a long trip from Earth,
then a high-speed, ultra-hot journey through Mars’ tenu-
ous, carbon dioxide-rich atmosphere. They require protec-
tion against a heat of several thousand degrees Celsius
heat generated by atmospheric friction, extreme braking
just above the surface, and a soft touchdown in terrain
where any jagged rocks or craters could spell doom. So
far, only the United States has successfully operated
rovers on Mars. After releasing its precious charge on
Sunday, the TGO was programmed to change course to
avoid crashing into Mars. — AFP

European lander starts descent to Mars...

A Persian cat is seen during a cat show contest organized by the World Cat Federation (WCF) yesterday in
Istanbul.— AFP


