
By Nova Safo

“Law and order” has been a central theme in Donald
Trump’s presidential campaign. But the term has
deep-rooted racial connotations in the United

States that give many African Americans pause. In pledging
to get tough on crime, the Republican nominee has invoked
Chicago, the third largest US city, which is blighted by a
seemingly out-of-control epidemic of gun violence. There
have been 579 murders in the city so far this year - more than
New York and Los Angeles combined - and 3,413 shooting
victims, according to the Chicago Tribune newspaper. 

Trump’s tough-on-crime stance includes employing the
controversial “stop and frisk” tactic in Chicago, in which police
officers can stop anyone and search them, whether or not
they are suspected of committing a crime or infraction. “You
have to do something. It can’t continue the way it’s going,”
Trump argued last month in support of the practice.

But those comments have been met with sharp rebukes
in Chicago, where “stop and frisk” has been tried before - and
was found to disproportionately target black people. “We are
not interested in any strategy that involves compromising
the civil rights of citizens,” Chicago Police Superintendent
Eddie Johnson said in a statement. “It’s also not very effec-
tive,” added Robin Robinson, a community relations advisor
to the police department. “It would effectively drive black
people and people of law enforcement further apart,” said
Robinson, who is black. 

Jedidiah Brown, a Chicago community activist also
believes the strategy would be counterproductive. “In order
for you to solve crimes,” Brown said, “You have to have rela-
tionships, people willing to talk to you, trust you, and tell you
who the perpetrators are.” Trump has credited “stop and frisk”
with reducing crime in New York.  But a federal judge ruled
that New York’s policy was unconstitutional and a new may-
or, Bill de Blasio, ended it. 

In Chicago, as recently as 2014, police stopped 250,000
people who were not charged with any crime or given a tick-
et, according to Illinois chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union. A vast majority of them were black. The ACLU reached
agreement last year with Chicago police to end the practice.
“The notion that to go back to the old system that you simply
stop people for being present in their neighborhoods, is
going backwards,” said Ed Yohnka, an ACLU spokesman. 

‘Chiraq’ 
Still, many African-Americans in Chicago want improved

policing to combat rising crime. While some Chicagoans
have criticized Trump for comparing the city’s violence to
that of war-torn countries, its own youth have dubbed it
“Chiraq,” an amalgamation of Chicago and Iraq. “Whole com-
munities are like third-world countries,” said Michael Pfleger,
a longtime pastor of a church in one of the most violence-
plagued areas of Chicago. “The despair and the anger, I’ve

never seen it as bad as it is right now. You have whole com-
munities held hostage by fear.”  

So what to make, then, of the fact that just four percent of
African Americans nationally support Trump, according to a
Los Angeles Times/USC tracking poll. Trump even polls high-
er among Latinos - currently around 20 percent - despite his
anti-immigrant rhetoric.  

Khalil Muhammad of Harvard University said that to
understand Trump’s lack of support among African
Americans, look no further than his use of the term “law and
order”. The phrase carries echoes of the late-1960s backlash
against the American civil rights movement, he said. “Much

of the civil rights activism that took place in the 1950s... the
southern criminal justice system used the rhetoric of ‘law and
order’ to delegitimize activism on the ground,” Muhammad
said.  Richard Nixon successfully took up that mantra to win
the 1968 presidential race. Trump has reportedly studied
Nixon’s campaign as a lesson for his own.  

Black Lives Matter 
On top of that, Trump has been critical of the nascent

Black Lives Matter movement, which sprung up to demand
change in policing across the country, after a string of high-

profile police shootings of black citizens. A series of graphic
videos of police shootings this summer inflamed racial ten-
sions. Officers were killed by gunmen in Dallas, Texas and
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in apparent retribution. Donald
Trump has blamed Black Lives Matter activists - mostly young
people who have protested in marches and rallies - for ham-
pering law enforcement. He has described the movement as
a “threat” and said its rhetoric may have instigated violence
against police.  

But failure to address the issues raised by Black Lives
Matter activists is a losing strategy for Trump, said Michael
Kazin, a professor of history at Georgetown University and

author of “America Divided,” a book examining 1960s US his-
tory. He said the movement is taking up unresolved griev-
ances from the civil rights era, when the Black Panthers
employed armed citizen patrols to monitor police interac-
tions with black citizens.

African Americans today want reform in the criminal jus-
tice system - such as changes to drug sentencing laws -
where they make up a third of the prison population but only
12 percent of the total US population. Trump, he said, “is not
trying to talk to African Americans in a way that could con-
ceivably win their votes.” —AFP
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By Julie Pace

Donald Trump keeps peddling the
notion the vote may be rigged. It’s
not clear if he does not understand

the potential damage of his words - or he
simply does not care. Trump’s claim - made
without evidence - undercuts the essence
of American democracy, the idea that US
elections are both free and fair, with the
vanquished peacefully stepping aside for
the victor. His repeated assertions are sow-
ing suspicion among his most ardent sup-
porters, raising the possibility that millions
of people may not accept the results on
Nov 8 if Trump does not win.

The responsibilities for the New York bil-
lionaire in such a scenario are minimal.
Trump holds no public office and has said
he’ll simply go back to his “very good way
of life” if he loses. Instead, it would be
Democrat Hillary Clinton and congressional
Republicans, should they win, who would
be left trying to govern in a country divid-
ed not just by ideology, but also the legiti-
macy of the presidency.

As Trump’s campaign careens from crisis
to crisis, he’s broadened his unfounded
allegations that Clinton, her backers and
the media are conspiring to steal the elec-
tion. He’s accused Clinton of meeting with
global financial powers to “plot the
destruction of US sovereignty” and argued

his opponent shouldn’t have even been
allowed to seek the White House. “Hillary
Clinton should have been prosecuted and
should be in jail,” Trump wrote Saturday
morning on Twitter. “Instead she is running
for president in what looks like a rigged
election.”

Trump is referring to Clinton’s use of a
private email system while serving as secre-
tary of state. Republicans (and some
Democrats) have harshly criticized her deci-
sion to do so, but the FBI did not recom-
mend anyone face criminal charges for her
use of a private email address run on a per-
sonal server. Trump has offered only broad
assertions about the potential for voter
fraud and the complaints that the several
women who have recently alleged he sexu-
ally accosted them are part of an effort to
smear his campaign.

“It’s one big ugly lie, it’s one big fix,”
Trump said at a Friday rally in North
Carolina, adding later: “And the only thing I
say is hopefully, hopefully, our patriotic
movement will overcome this terrible
deception.” Trump’s supporters appear to
be taking his grievances seriously. Only
about a third of Republicans said they have
a great deal or quite a bit of confidence
that votes on Election Day will be counted
fairly, according to recent poll from the
Associated Press-NORC Center for Public
Affairs Research.

During a campaign event Tuesday with
Trump running mate Mike Pence, a voter
said she was deeply concerned about voter
fraud and vowed to be “ready for a revolu-
tion” if Clinton wins. “Don’t say that,” Pence
said, waving away the woman’s rallying cry.
There is no evidence voter fraud is a wide-
spread problem in the United States. A
study by a Loyola Law School professor
found that out of 1 billion votes cast in all
American elections between 2000 and
2014, there were only 31 known cases of
impersonation fraud.

Trump’s motivations for stoking these
sentiments seem clear. One of his last
hopes of winning the election is to sup-
press turnout by making these final weeks
so repulsive to voters that some simply
stay home. Trump advisers privately say
they hope to turn off young people in par-
ticular. They lean Democratic but don’t
have a long history of voting and are
already skeptical of Clinton. Trump is also
likely considering how he would spin a loss
to Clinton, given that he’s spent decades
cultivating a brand that’s based on success
and winning. His years in public life offer
few examples where he’s owned up to his
own failings and plenty where he’s tried to
pass the blame on to others, as he’s now
suggesting he would do if he’s defeated.

Clinton appears increasingly aware that
if she wins, she’d arrive at the White House

facing more than the usual political
divides.  “Damage is being done that we’re
going to have to repair,” she said during a
recent campaign stop. But that task would-
n’t be Clinton’s alone. The majority of
Trump’s supporters are Republicans. If he
loses, party leaders will have to reckon
with how much credence they give to
claims the election was rigged and how
closely they can work with a president who
at least some of their backers will likely
view as illegitimate.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell’s office wouldn’t say Saturday
whether he agreed with Trump’s asser-
t ions the election is  being r igged.  A
spokeswoman for House Speaker Paul
Ryan said the Wisconsin lawmaker is “fully
confident the states will carry out this
election with integrity”. Republicans have
already experienced the paralyzing effect
of Trump stirring up questions about a
president’s legitimacy. He spent years
challenging President Barack Obama’s cit-
izenship, deepening some GOP voters’
insistence that the par ty block the
Democrat at every turn.

Jim Manley, a former adviser to Senate
Minority Leader Harry Reid, recalled the
skepticism some Republicans had about
Obama. “I’m afraid a President Clinton is
going to start off with far too many people
raising similar questions,” he said. —AP

Rigged election claims may leave lasting damage

US Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks at an event  on Saturday in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire. —AFP

By Laurent Barthelemy

Killer satellites, blinding lasers, sophisticated
jammers: The world’s military powers are quiet-
ly readying for a war in outer space - at the risk

of fueling a dangerous new arms race. US military
officials have in recent years sounded growing alarm
about the potential vulnerabilities of their satellites,
which underpin US military power. Initially, the
reserve of the United States and the Soviet Union,
space has now become accessible to an ever-expand-
ing multitude of nations and private firms.

And Moscow and Beijing are keen to show off their
space-attack capabilities, a deep worry for US strate-
gists. “We are changing the culture in our space enter-
prise because we need to get our heads around...
what happens if a conflict on Earth extends to space.
How will we defend our assets?” Air Force Secretary
Deborah Lee James said at an event last month.

In 2015, the mysterious behavior of a Russian
satellite fueled speculation about Moscow develop-
ing possible attack satellites, capable of maneuvering
through space and approaching a target. Without
warning or explanation, the craft positioned itself for
several months between two Intelsat satellites in geo-
stationary orbit, coming to within 10 kilometers of
one, before eventually moving away again.

“Our satellites are crucial for our national security
infrastructure,” said Victoria Samson of the Secure
World Foundation, which works to develop the safe
and sustainable use of space “The fact that another
entity can come close to them and interfere with their
work is very unsettling to US national security,” she
added.

A ‘Militarized’ Space 
China, too, has demonstrated its ability to send a

small, low-orbit satellite capable of maneuvering
toward another craft. Teresa Hitchens, senior research
scholar at the Center for International and Security
Studies at the University of Maryland, said that China
in 2013 launched three small satellites into orbit, one
of which had a robotic grappling arm. For the
Pentagon and many US experts, it is clear America
should speed up military efforts in space, and prevent
its communications network from becoming the
armed forces’ Achilles heel.

“The Department of Defense has aggressively
moved out to develop responses that we see coming
from China and Russia. I believe it’s essential that we
go faster in our responses,” General John Hyten, head
of the Air Force’s Space Command, told lawmakers in
September. Elbridge Colby, senior fellow at the
Center for a New American Security said the United
States must develop the ability to defend its own
space assets. “As human beings and more states are
able to operate in space, it will just become a reality
that it will become more militarized,” he told AFP. “The
United States should develop effective but limitable
forms of space attack, particularly non-kinetic ones
that do not result in space debris.”

But other experts say the United States should
show restraint, noting the Pentagon may already
have some of the offensive capabilities that China
and Russia are hoping to acquire. “I think it’s being
hyped somewhat by those in the US national security
community that have never felt comfortable with the
US losing its role as the dominant space power,”
Samson said.

The United States has since 2004 possessed a
mobile jamming station which, from the ground, can
block satellite communications. America has already
tested using a missile to blow up a satellite, and has
recently acquired four satellites that can maneuver in
orbit and inspect or monitor other space objects.

International Code of Conduct 
Hitchens, the Maryland researcher, said Russia and

China are quick ly catching up to where the
Americans are. “What you have is a brewing,” she said.
It’s a lead up “to a potential arms race in space, where
people start developing things for real.” Space war
could be devastating for humans, as a single explod-
ed satellite would leave a trail of debris that in turn
could damage other satellites in a chain reaction of
destruction. “We are at a very dangerous place right
now: if we actually ever fought a war that would
involve anti-satellite weapon, we would damage the
space environment to such an extent that it would
make it very difficult to have the benefits that satel-
lites provide to society,” Hitchens said. —AFP


