
LONDON: Wayne Rooney will get the “respect he deserves” when the 30-
year-old forward returns to Manchester United, manager Jose Mourinho has
insisted. The dropped England captain returned to Old Trafford earlier in the
week following an international break when he was booed by home fans dur-
ing a 2-0 World Cup qualifying win over Malta at Wembley. Days later Rooney,
England’s all-time record scorer, was left out of the subsequent goalless draw
away to Slovenia by interim national manager Gareth Southgate. Rooney
could well be left on the bench again by Portuguese boss Mourinho when
United face bitter rivals Liverpool at Anfield on Monday.  And
while Rooney could well receive a rough reception in
Liverpool, Mourinho has assured the striker, who launched
his career with Liverpool’s city rivals Everton, of a warm wel-
come back at Old Trafford. “He was not booed by Man
United fans,” Mourinho said. “To be honest, the last match
when he went to the warm-up I was feeling Old Trafford
was behind him and immediately supporting him during
the warm-up before he came on against Stoke. “I think at
Man United he feels at home, at Man United he feels
the respect he deserves. —AFP
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CHITTAGONG:  England’s left-arm spinner Zafar Ansari grabbed
four wickets to stake his claim for a Test berth on the first day of
their two-day warm-up match against a Bangladesh Cricket
Board XI in Chittagong yesterday. The BCB XI were all out for 294
thanks to a century by opener Abdul Mazid, who made 106 off
95 balls and shared two useful partnerships with Nazmul
Hossain (72) and Mosaddek Hossain (47).   England were two
without loss at stumps in what could be their final innings
before the first Test starts in the same city on October 20. Chris
Woakes removed Soumya Sarkar early on but Mazid carried the
local side with fluent batting before Ansari put the brakes on
their innings with three quick strikes. After going wicketless in
the previous warm-up game that ended on Saturday, Ansari fin-
ished with 4-68 as the visitors made a late comeback. Stuart
Broad bowled Mazid to end his blistering innings, which includ-
ed 16 fours and a six, before finishing with 2-43 while spinner
Gareth Batty claimed 2-55. England rested leg-spinner Adil
Rashid and seamer Jake Ball while captain Alastair Cook flew
back home to attend the birth of his second child. —AFP
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PARIS: Norway’s Aksel Lund Svindal and Austrian Anna Veith will both skip this
season’s opener in Soelden next weekend in a bid to regain full fitness. Svindal,
who ruptured knee ligaments in the famed Kitzbuehel downhill in January,
said: “Next Sunday it’s racetime for the boys!!! I will not be ready to compete. My
rehab needs more time,” said the 2007 and 2009 World Cup overall champion, a
five-time world gold medallist and 2010 Olympic super-G champion. Veith, for-

merly Fenninger, is also in full rehabilitation, having missed the
2016 season because of a knee injury. “The season’s starting

but I’ve realised that I need more time,” Veith said on her
Facebook page. “Racing as I imagine it is still not possible.
“Therefore I won’t be at the starting gate in Soelden next
week. I promise you I’ll do everything to be back for the

World Cup as soon as possible.” The expected icy conditions
and steep pitch on the Rettenbach glacier in Soelden are too

tough for an early return, the Austrian ski federation added. The
women will race a giant slalom on October 22, with the men tak-

ing to the piste the following day of the traditional season opener
of the FIS World Cup.—AFP
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DOHA: Slovakia’s Peter Sagan celebrates after winning the men’s elite road race event as part of the 2016 UCI Road World Championships yes-
terday, in the Qatari capital Doha. — AFP

DOHA: Peter Sagan retained his world road race
title in an exciting sprint finish in Doha yester-
day, edging Britain’s Mark Cavendish into sec-
ond. Slovakian Sagan, who also won in
Richmond, USA, last year, said the result was
“unbelievable”.

“I am still in total shock, I am very, very hap-
py,” said the 26-year-old.  He is the first rider to
retain the road race world title since Italy’s Paolo
Bettini in Germany in 2007.

Belgium’s Tom Boonen finished third, which
meant for the first time in the history of the
event all three cyclists on the podium were for-
mer champions-Cavendish won in 2011 and
Boonen in 2005.

It caps a remarkable season for Sagan, who
won the points classification at the Tour de
France for the fifth consecutive year and the
European Road Race championships only last
month. Sagan, who prepared for the hot condi-
tions by training in Oman, rode a masterful race

throughout and was able to squeeze an opening
as the sprinters bunched towards the finish line.

Many had predicted that the race, the final
competition of the Road World Championships,
would come down to a shootout between Sagan
and Cavendish, and so it proved.

Sagan said he was fortunate at the finishing
line as he was not boxed in by any other riders. “I
was very lucky,” he said. “You never know what is
going to happen in sprints like this.” He and
Cavendish were part of a group of more than 20
riders which split from the peloton some 170km
from the finish line, as the race passed through
desert north of the capital Doha.

This group were able to keep the peloton at
bay, meaning favoured sprinters such as France’s
Nacer Bouhanni and German pair Marcel Kittel,
who visibly suffered in temperatures of around
34 degrees Celsius (93 Fahrenheit), and Andre
Greipel were never in with a shout of winning.
There were no further attacks as the leading

group completed seven laps of the Pearl Qatar,
where the race finished after 257km with a
sprinters’ shoot-out.

Cavendish, who appeared to be checked
behind Australia’s Michael Matthews as he made
his final push towards the line, said he was “frus-
trated” by his second place.

“When I am not good enough, that’s one
thing, but today tactically I made a mistake,” said
the Briton.

“I feel like, I know that I lost gold not won sil-
ver.” Boonen seemed irked when asked if Sagan
was beatable. “Of course,” he said. “He’s won a
few titles but he hasn’t won everything.
Everybody is beatable.” 

The race brought the curtain down on a con-
troversial world championships dogged by criti-
cism of the lack of spectators watching events
and the fierce temperatures which confronted
cyclists throughout the week.  Next year’s event
will be held in Bergen, Norway. —AFP
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Toyota GAZOO racing team earns podium finish in sixth round

2016 FIA World Endurance Championship
AUSTIN: Toyota GAZOO Racing earned anoth-
er podium finish after a strong performance
recently in a closely-fought 6 Hours of Circuit
of the Americas, the sixth round of the 2016
FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC)
held in Austin, Texas, USA. 

The #6 TS050 Hybrid of Stephane Sarrazin,
Mike Conway and Kamui Kobayashi finished
third for their fourth podium of 2016, finishing
just 26.096 seconds behind the winner after
an exciting victory battle between all three
LMP1 hybrid manufacturers.

Anthony Davidson, Sebastien Buemi and
Kazuki Nakajima in the #5 suffered another
unfortunate race, with several minor issues

combining to keep it out of the podium fight,
finishing in fifth.

The race had started promisingly for the #5,
when Sebastien moved from sixth on the grid
to fourth place during a charging first stint
under blazing sunshine and with air tempera-
tures over 35C. Mike took the start in the #6
and ran sixth during the opening stint before
handing over to Kamui at the first pit stops. At
the same time, great pit work on the #5
allowed Anthony to emerge in third. As dark-
ness fell and the race reached half distance,
the #5 lost more time when a damaged front
end was changed after Kazuki’s stint, then suf-
fered again soon after when a rear left punc-

ture forced an unplanned pit stop for
Sebastien. Stephane took over from Kamui for
the final stint in third place. Stephane had
fresh tyres and pushed to close the gap, with
the race leader also not far away. A fighting
performance in the final laps saw the gap
close, but second place was just out of reach,
with Stephane taking the chequered flag only
2.455 seconds behind the second-placed car
and 26.096 seconds behind the winning car.
Sebastien brought the #5 home two laps
down in fifth.

According to Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief
Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Office, Toyota Motor

Corporation, “It was a commendable perform-
ance by the Toyota GAZOO Racing team in a
competitive race backed by the solid perform-
ance of the TS050 Hybrid. It also demonstrates
the performance capabilities of our hybrid
cars in global racing. At Toyota, we hold a
shared belief that participating in motorsports
is the key to developing people and making
ever-better cars. We sincerely appreciate our
customers for supporting our racing initiatives
over the years.”

Toshio Sato, Team President, said: “I am
pleased with our strong performance here in
Austin. We have focused all week on race pace
and it paid off today. I am particularly proud of

the job done by everyone in the team, espe-
cially considering how difficult it has been in
this heat. Our quick pit stops and effective
strategy helped to achieve a strong result. This
has been a good step towards our home race
at Fuji Speedway, where we want to give our
Japanese fans and colleagues a result to
enjoy.” 

The Toyota GAZOO Racing team will now
travel with optimism to its home race, the 6
Hours of Fuji on 16 October, which takes place
just a few kilometres from the Higashi-Fuji
Technical Centre where the 1,000hp Toyota
Hybrid System-Racing (THS-R) technology is
developed and built.

Australia’s track 

queen Meares retires
MELBOURNE: Australia’s track cycling
queen Anna Meares announced her retire-
ment yesterday, two months after grab-
bing her sixth Olympic medal to cap a
career defined by courage and sacrifice.
The twice Olympic champion, who won 11
world titles and bore her nation’s flag at
Rio, mulled bowing out at the 2018
Commonwealth Games in her home state
of Queensland but said the physical toll
extracted by 22 years of competition had
helped make up her mind.

Meares revealed she had taken six corti-
sone injections in her spine just to get to
Rio where she struggled in the defence of
her sprint title but took the keirin bronze.

“Having had to change tack for six
months leading into it and to achieve the
things I have, I feel satisfied and happy to
step aside from the sport and try some-
thing new and different,” the 33-year-old
told local broadcaster Channel Nine.

“I have been able to achieve so many
wonderful things, more than most. I am the
most successful for women in my sport in
the field.” A coal miner’s daughter raised in
a remote Queensland town, Meares spent
much of her childhood in the back seat of
her parents’ car, driving some 250 km to
reach the nearest velodrome for training.

She emerged as a 20-year-old sensation
in 2004, storming to the 500 metres time
trial gold in world record time at the
Athens Games, months after winning the
world title at her home championships in
Melbourne.

Her reputation for toughness was
forged four years later, however, when she
broke her neck, dislocated her shoulder
and tore ligaments in a sickening crash at a
World Cup event seven months before the
Beijing Olympics. Wheelchair-bound and
with her neck in a brace, Meares told a
stunned media conference she intended to
compete at Beijing. Less than two weeks
later, she was back on her bike, starting an
intensive rehabilitation that would culmi-
nate in a sprint silver behind Victoria
Pendleton.

Her enthralling rivalry with the British
great raised the profile of track cycling,
offering a rare narrative of clean competi-
tion, even as a seemingly endless string of
doping scandals on the men’s pro tour
blighted the sport overall. Meares won
their dramatic replay of the sprint final at
London, the pair’s teary embrace after the
duel one of the Games’ most memorable
moments.

A new generation of riders emerged to
challenge Meares in the next Olympic
cycle, but she remained at the pinnacle in
her thirties, clinching her third keirin world
title at Yvelines last year. She said she
would remain involved in Australian
cycling in mentoring roles, as the national
team strives to regroup for Tokyo after a
disappointing campaign in Rio. “It is hard to
close this chapter, because it is a bloody
big one,” she said. “But I am really excited
about the doors opening in to the next
chapter of my life.” — Reuters
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