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HONG KONG: A swimmer drowned yes-
terday in Hong Kong and another was
left in critical condition as they took part
in the city’s annual cross-harbour swim,
which attracts world-class international
competitors.

Local media said the man who died
was rushed to hospital after being pulled
unconscious from the water by a rescue
boat. He was reported to be in his forties.
A woman thought to be in her 60s was
separately pulled unconscious from the

water and is reported to be in intensive
care in hospital. The 1,500-metre race
saw around 3,000 people swim between
two piers on opposite sides of Hong
Kong’s famous harbour — 500 up from
the previous year according to reports.
Some local media questioned why only
10 extra lifeguards had been added
when the field had expanded so much.
There was a total of 120 lifeguards at the
event, local broadcaster RTHK reported
on its website. Swimmers are split into

racing and recreational groups-both the
dead man and the hospitalised woman
were taking part in the leisure category,
which is for slower swimmers, according
to reports.

Local media cited the president of the
Hong Kong Amateur Swimming
Association defending the number of
lifeguards as sufficient for the event.

“We are very saddened by the news
and will do whatever possible to help his
family get through this difficult time,” the

South China Morning Post cited Ronnie
Wong as saying.   RTHK said Wong had
confirmed the man’s death and the
woman’s hospitalisation.  The weather
was warm and sunny, with air tempera-
tures reaching around 30 degrees Celsius
(86 degrees Fahrenheit). However, some
swimmers had complained of strong cur-
rents, the Post said. It is the first death in
the race since it was resumed in 2011 after
a 30-year break, local media reported.

The decades-long hiatus was due to

fears over pollution levels in the water.
Although water quality is said to have
improved, there are still environmental
concerns over the harbour, where rub-
bish is frequently seen floating in the
water. American swimmer Charles
Peterson won the men’s title in just 16
minutes 44 seconds this year. Rio
Olympics 10-kilometre open water gold
medallist Sharon van Rouwendaal from
the Netherlands took the women’s
crown. —AFP

Swimmer dies in Hong Kong harbour race: Reports

PARIS: Munster head coach and former Irish
international Anthony Foley died suddenly in a
Paris hotel yesterday at the age of 42, triggering
a flood of tributes from stunned former team-
mates, opponents and admirers of the rugby
hardman. Foley, a married father of two boys,
was one of Irish rugby’s most prominent figures
whose father was also capped for his country. In
a tribute, the president of Ireland, Michael
Higgins, dubbed Foley “one of the great figures
of Irish sport in the modern era”.

“It is with great sadness that we bid farewell
to our coach, former captain, colleague and
friend today, rest in peace Anthony Foley,”
Munster Rugby tweeted.

The Irish province’s European Champions Cup
match against Racing 92, scheduled for Sunday
in Paris, was postponed to a later date. Munster
fans who had travelled to Paris for the Racing
match gathered outside the Stade Yves-du-
Manoir in northwestern Paris, laying flowers on
flags and breaking into spontaneous renditions
of Munster ’s adopted hymn, ‘ The Fields of
Athenry’.

As a robust backrow forward, Foley led
Munster to European Cup victory in 2006 with
victory over Biarritz in Cardiff and went on to
win 62 caps for Ireland, captaining the national
side on three occasions, his last appearance
coming in 2005 after debuting 10 years earlier.

He played 86 European matches for Munster,
including a record 71 consecutive games, and
retired in 2008 as the club’s most-capped player
with 194 appearances for the provincial side.

He was named head coach of the Irish
province in 2014 after having also coached the
Munster ‘A’ team, the Ireland Wolfhounds and
the Irish forwards on a temporary basis in 2012.

French police in the western suburb of
Suresnes have opened an enquiry to confirm the
cause of death of the forward affectionally
known as ‘Axel’ after Eddie Murphy’s character
from the film Beverly Hills Cop.

“The IRFU (Ireland rugby union) and Munster
Rugby pass on our deepest sympathies to all of
Anthony’s family and friends and ask for privacy
for the family at this sad time,” a joint statement
said. Organisers of the European Champions
Cup confirmed the postponement of Munster’s
opener against Racing in Paris. “Due to the tragic
passing in Paris of Munster Rugby head coach
and former captain, Anthony Foley, today’s
European Rugby Champions Cup Round 1
match between Racing 92 and Munster Rugby
has been postponed and will be rescheduled,”
organisers European Professional Club Rugby
(EPCR) said.

EPCR chairman Simon Halliday said: “On
behalf of EPCR, I would like to extend my deep-
est sympathies to Anthony’s family and to every-
one associated with Munster and Irish rugby.

“He was a magnificent player and a superb
coach and he will be sorely missed.” Racing
released a statement saying it accepted without
reservation the postponement of the game.

TRIBUTES POUR IN 
Ireland President Higgins, a patron of the

IRFU, praised Foley’s “huge contribution to the

successes of Munster and Ireland, in both his
playing and coaching careers.”

Frankie Sheahan, the former Ireland and
Munster hooker, posted a recent photo of him
and others celebrating ex-Ireland international
Mick Galwey’s birthday.

“Distraught at the tragic news of Anthony
Foley, great friend, teammate & legend. Super
form last weekend at Mick Galwey’s 50th.
Incomprehensible,” he said.

Donal Lenihan, who made his debuts for both
Munster and Ireland caps alongside Foley’s
father Brendan-a member of the Munster side
that beat the All Blacks in 1978, said:

“Everybody’s just been taken by shock.”
Foley’s sudden death brought a welter of

reaction from the wider rugby family. World
Rugby chief executive Brett Gosper tweeted:
“Shocked by the tragic news of Anthony Foley.

“All at World Rugby send our heart-felt con-
dolences and thoughts to family, friends and
Munster.”

“Unbelievably sad news. Thoughts and
prayers with all Anthony’s family, friends and col-
leagues. RIP,” added the Welsh Rugby Union.
Glasgow Warriors coach and former Scotland
international Gregor Townsend said it was a “sad
day for rugby”. —AFP

Munster coach Foley 

dies, tributes pour in

CARDIFF: This file photo taken on May 20, 2006 shows Anthony Foley (C-bottom), then
Munster captain holding the Heineken Cup European final trophy at the Millennium Stadium
in Cardiff. Munster head coach Anthony Foley died suddenly in Paris on October 10, 2016, at
the age of 42, causing the Irish province’s European Champions Cup match against Racing 92
to be postponed. — AFP 

INCHEON: Carlota Ciganda of Spain poses with her trophy after winning the LPGA KEB
HanaBank Championship at Sky72 Golf Club in Incheon, South Korea, yesterday. — AP

INCHEON: Carlota Ciganda beat Alison
Lee with a birdie on the first hole of a
playoff yesterday in the rainy LPGA KEB
HanaBank Championship after each
player lost big leads. The 26-year-old
Spaniard won with a 6-foot putt after
Lee’s birdie chip from the rough off the
back edge of the green missed a half-
inch to the right. Ciganda overcame a
five-stroke deficit to Lee on the front
nine, then blew a five-stroke lead on the
final five holes - getting into the playoff
when Lee bogeyed the par-5 18th after
hitting her third shot into the water.

Ciganda played the final five holes in
4 over - making a double bogey on 14
and bogeys on 16 and 18 - for a 2-over
70 at Sky 72 in the event that had an
emotional start with Se Ri Pak ending
her Hall of Fame career Thursday in front
of her home fans.

Three-strokes ahead of US Women’s
Open champion Brittany Lang entering
the day, Lee had a 75 to match Ciganda
at 10-under 278 on the Ocean Course.
The 21-year-old American, still a student
at UCLA, is in her second season on the
tour. Ciganda won her first LPGA Tour
title and became the third European
winner this year, joining Sweden’s Anna
Nordqvist and Germany ’s Caroline
Masson. Ciganda birdied five of the first
eight holes, taking a one-stroke lead
with a 6-foot birdie putt on the par-3
eighth. The two-time European Solheim
Cup player added a 20-footer on the par-
4 10th and was five strokes ahead enter-
ing the par-4 14th. She made a double

bogey there, dropped another stroke on
the par-4 16th and three-putted 18.

Needing a par on 18 for her first victo-
ry, Lee hit a wedge that smacked into
the front bank and bounced into the
water. She was able to drop a few feet
off the right edge of the green, chipped
past and made a 5-footer to force the
playoff.

Lee had four birdies in a five-hole
stretch in the middle of the round to
seemingly fall out of contention. But
while Ciganda faltered in the group
ahead, the American made a 5-foot
birdie putt on the par-4 15th and a 12-
footer on the par-3 17th. China’s
Shanshan Feng (70) and South Korea’s
Min-Sun Kim (71) tied for third at 8
under.  Feng had her third straight top-
four finish in Asia after tying for fourth in
China and finishing second last  week in
Taiwan. The tour will return to China
next week for the Blue Bay LPGA on
Hainan Island, then make stops in
Malaysia and Japan. Lang had three
bogeys in a 75 to tie for third at 7 under.
Lexi Thompson, the winner last year, had
a 73 to tie for 13th at 4 under. Second-
ranked Ariya Jutanugarn (69) and No. 3
Gee Chun (71) also were 4 under.

Top-ranked Lydia Ko closed with a 74
to tie for 51st at 3 over. She has four vic-
tories this year,  one behind Jutanugarn
for the tour lead. Fourth-ranked Brooke
Henderson also struggled, shooting 78-
72 on the weekend to finish at 5 over.
The Canadian teen plans to play all six
weeks in Asia. —AP

Ciganda beats Lee in 

LPGA Tour playoff

CARY:  Bernhard Langer birdied the final
four holes for his second straight 5-under
67 and a two-stroke lead Saturday in the
PGA Tour Champions’ SAS Championship.

Langer had a bogey-free round at
Prestonwood in the regular-season
finale. The 59-year-old German star leads
the tour with four victories and earnings
of $2,512,659. He won the 2012 event
and tied for third the last two years.

“I played pretty steady golf through-
out the whole day,” Langer said. “Had to
be very patient in the middle of my
round because just the putts didn’t go in.
I didn’t hit my irons really close, had a
few chances here and there, but just did-
n’t make anything. Then toward the end I
hit the ball really well.  Hitting irons a lit-
tle closer and finally made some good
putts coming in.”

Langer is tied for second with Lee
Trevino with 29 career victories on the
50-and-over tour.  Hale Irwin is the leader
with 45. “Two shots is nothing,” Langer
said. “You can lose two shots in one hole.
You make a bogey and the other guy
makes a birdie and it’s gone. You still
have to have the mindset of going out
and playing hopefully the best round or
one of the best rounds of the day.”

Larry Mize and first-round leader

Doug Garwood were tied for second at 8
under. Mize had a 69, and Garwood fol-
lowed his opening 65 with a 72. Jeff
Sluman (67) and Senior British Open win-
ner Paul Broadhurst (69) were 7 under.

The top 72 players on the money list
after the tournament - and one player in
the top 10 in the event but outside the
top 72 for the season - will get spots in
the Charles Schwab Cup Playoffs opener
- the PowerShares QQQ Championship at
Sherwood in California on Oct. 28-30.

Langer began the late with a 12-foot-
er on the par-4 15th, and got up-and-
down for birdie from over the green on
the par-5 16th.

“Driver, 3-wood straight at the pin and
rolled through the green into the rough
and had a very tough pitch because it
was straight downhill,” Langer said.
“Played it pretty decent, got it to about 5
feet.” He added 14-footers on par-3 17th
par par-4 18th. “That was nice because I
hit a good putt, but it didn’t turn until
the very, very end and just snuck in on
the high side,” Langer said about 17.
“That was nice to see that one turn in.
And then 18 was a perfect putt, went
right in the middle.” Defending champi-
on Tom Lehman was tied for 10th at 4
under after a 68. — AP

Langer takes PGA 

Tour Champions lead

TULSA: Dennis Byrd, the former NFL defensive
lineman whose career was ended by neck injury,
was killed Saturday in a car accident. He was 50.

The Oklahoma Highway Patrol said Byrd was
killed in a two-vehicle collision on Oklahoma 88
north of Claremore. The Tulsa World first report-
ed Byrd’s death. He starred at Tulsa before play-
ing for the New York Jets.

“We extend our sincere condolences to
Dennis’ wife, Angela, their children and the
entire Byrd family,” said Dr. Derrick Gragg, Tulsa’s
athletic director. “Dennis exemplified true deter-
mination, tremendous heart and humility
throughout his life. He had a tremendous play-
ing career at TU and professionally with the New
York Jets. He overcame great personal adversity
after a life-altering injury on the football field.
We know that Dennis touched numerous lives
and will be missed by many.”

The highway patrol said the crash happened
about 11:15 a.m. between Oologah and
Claremore. It said a 17-year-old Claremore youth
driving a 2000 Ford Explorer northbound on
Oklahoma 88 veered into the oncoming lane,
striking the 2004 Hummer H2 that Byrd was driv-
ing. Byrd was pronounced dead at the scene,
and the 17-year-old driver and a 12-year-old
passenger in Byrd’s vehicle were taken in critical
condition to Saint Francis Hospital in Tulsa.

Byrd was midway through his fourth NFL sea-
son when he was briefly paralyzed during a
game on Nov. 29, 1992, against Kansas City. He
broke his neck after slamming headfirst into the
chest of teammate Scott Mersereau as Chiefs
quarterback David Krieg stepped forward to
avoid a sack.

The impact broke the C-5 vertebra in Byrd’s
neck, leaving him unable to walk for a few
weeks. After a vigorous rehabilitation, Byrd
returned to the Meadowlands for the Jets’ open-
ing game the following season and walked to
midfield as an honorary captain.

He never fully recovered from the injury,

walking with some difficulty and going through
continuous rehabilitation during the years since.
But Byrd, a devout Christian, wrote a book in
1993 called “Rise and Walk,” which detailed how
he relied on his faith and family to push through
his injury to recover and serve an inspiration to
others who went through similar situations.

Byrd’s story was later made into a made-for-
TV movie, with actor-director Peter Berg playing
him. During the 2010 season, Byrd sent then-Jets
coach Rex Ryan the No. 90 jersey that had been
torn from his torso after the collision as an inspi-
rational gift. As a guest of the team, Byrd deliv-
ered a moving speech to the Jets at their hotel
the night before a 28-21 playoff victory over the
New England Patriots - during which the Jets
had hung Byrd’s jersey in their locker room.

Running back LaDainian Tomlinson and safe-
ty James Ihedigbo also carried out a green and
white No. 90 jersey to midfield for the coin toss
before the game.

No Jets player has worn No. 90 since Byrd,
and on Oct. 28, 2012, the team honored him at
halftime of its game against Miami by making
him the fifth player in franchise history to have
his number retired.

Mersereau introduced Byrd to the crowd, say-
ing the most touching moment of his life came
when he visited Byrd in the hospital and his
teammate - unable to walk at that time - told
him: “Angie and I have been worried about you.”

Flanked by wife Angela and their four chil-
dren, along with several of his former team-
mates, Byrd fought back tears while he was giv-
en a standing ovation by the fans at MetLife
Stadium.

“I learned to be a man in Oklahoma,” Byrd
said, “and I grew to be a man in New York.” Every
year, a Jets player is selected to receive the
Dennis Byrd Most Inspirational Player award by
his teammates.

Byrd was a second-round draft pick of the
Jets in 1989 out of Tulsa. He was considered one

of the NFL’s promising young defensive ends at
the time of his injury, registering 28 sacks in his
four seasons. —AP

Dennis Byrd

Former NFL player Dennis Byrd killed in accident


