
S PORTS
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016

DUBAI: Top officials of the World Cricket
Committee insisted yesterday that inno-
vations such as the pink ball day-night
matches are aimed to make Test cricket
competitive and fan-friendly.

Mike Brearley, the former England
captain and current chairman of the
committee, and member John
Stephenson were speaking in Dubai at
the Test between Pakistan and the West
Indies-only the second ever day-night
Test match.

“We started experimenting with the
pink ball in 2008, brought the pink ball
matches to Abu Dhabi and all the efforts
were aimed at making the five-day Test
more competitive and to attract more
crowds,” Brearley told reporters.

Australia and New Zealand featured
in the first ever day-night Test in
Adelaide in November last year.  I t
increased the crowds threefold over the
three days of action as Australia won the

match by three wickets.   Stephenson,
who played one Test for England in 1989,
said that following experiments, the pink
ball case was presented to the ICC meet-
ing in 2011. “We took the evidence (on
the pink ball) to the ICC cricket commit-
tee in 2011 and it was in that meeting
that the ICC allowed the member
nations to get together and play a day-
night Test if  they want to,” said
Stephenson.  “It took some years to
come to fruition in November 2015.” The
committee under the Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC), regarded as the cus-
todians of the rules of cricket, works as a
complementary body to the
International Cricket Council (ICC) and
it’s member nations.  Australia will host
two more day-night Tests-against South
Africa in November followed by one
against Pakistan a month later.

England have announced they will
host a day-night Test in 2017 and play

another in New Zealand a year later.
India and Bangladesh have also shown
interest in the idea. Stephenson said the
Adelaide Test was a big success. “The
Adelaide Test was a different occasion, a
social calendar thing as a huge party
was going on. An Australia-New Zealand
Test would usually attract 40,000 people
in three days-it attracted 123,000.”

Brearley said the sub-continent could
be suitable for day-night Tests. “I think
the sub-continent is ideal for it but you
have to pick the right venue where peo-
ple can walk in, no dew and good lights.
You have to tick a few boxes to make
sure it works,” said Brearley, who led
England to 18 wins in 31 Tests as captain. 

“The day-night Test give a chance to
people to come after work and it’s a
good spectacle and I am happy that
people are trying it. I have seen how
things changed in one-day, so it’s a new
innovation.” —AFP

Pink ball pioneers target competitive Test cricket

DUBAI: Top officials from the world cricket committee Mike Brearley (R) and
John Stephenson look at the pink ball at the Dubai International Cricket
Stadium in the Gulf Emirate on Saturday.  Top officials of the World Cricket
Committee insisted that innovations such as the pink ball day-night matches are
aimed to make Test cricket competitive and fan-friendly. — AFP

DHARAMSALA: Bowlers set up India’s com-
prehensive six-wicket win over New Zealand
in the first one-day international as batting
mainstay Virat Kohli anchored the hosts’ chase
in the low-scoring encounter in Dharamsala
yesterday.  The hosts, who were chasing a
modest 191 for victory, rode on the 60-run
partnership between Kohli (85 not out) and
skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni to canter
home in 33.1 overs.

But it was the bowling led by debutant
medium-pacer Hardik Pandya (3-31) and Amit
Mishra (3-49) that helped topple New Zealand
for a lowly 190 and set the platform for the
big win.

Pace spearhead Umesh Yadav and off-spin-
ner Kedar Jadhav also took two wickets each
after the hosts elected to bowl first at the pic-
turesque Dharamsala ground.

“Fantastic per formance from the fast
bowlers. We had no clue it (the pitch) would
help the fast bowlers,” Dhoni said after the
win.  “Hardik exploited the good length.
Umesh is somebody who has been quite
quick consistently, he has gone from fit to one
of the fittest.  “Hardik is deceptive, you think
he’d bowl 132, but he crosses 135 consistent-
ly,” Dhoni said in praise of the 23-year-old pac-
er who was named man of the match.

New Zealand pacer Doug Bracewell
checked India’s brisk start after getting Rohit
Sharma lbw for 14 after the batsman missed a
fuller delivery while trying to flick it on the leg
side.

Ajinkya Rahane did not last long after los-
ing his opening partner as he was caught
behind off James Neesham for 33, his knock
laced with 4 fours and 2 sixes.

Kohli then put on 40 runs with Manish
Pandey (17) as the duo looked to stabilise the
chase. Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi had Pandey
walking back to the pavilion as the visitors
made a valiant attempt to make inroads into
the Indian middle order.  But Kohli stayed firm
to record his 37th ODI fifty in 172 games as
the prolific scorer hit 9 fours and a winning six
during his 81-ball stay at the crease.

ROAD TO VICTORY 
Returning paceman Tim Southee gave

Kohli a reprieve on 60 after he dropped a
caught and bowled chance, but the hosts
were in the driving seat by then.  A mix-up
between the two onfield batsmen resulted in
Dhoni being run out for 21 but the wicket
proved to be a mere hiccup in India’s road to
victory.  “India were too good, very good chas-
ing side and they showed it today,” said
Williamson.

“We were below par in all areas, we need to
step that up. We’re a tough unit, so we need

to stick together and have to play our best
cricket to beat India.”

Earlier the visitors managed to eke out
some gains thanks to a 71-run stand between
opener Tom Latham (79 not out) and Southee,
but their total proved far from competitive.

Latham batted with purpose and defiance
during his 98-ball knock while Southee
attacked the Indian bowling with more aban-
don as he made 55 off 45 deliveries.

Pandya, who was at the receiving end of
three boundaries by Martin Guptill in his
opening over, got his revenge by having the
opener caught at second slip for 12.

Yadav had star batsman Kane Williamson
caught at third man after the Black Caps’ skip-
per slashed at a wide delivery. He was on
three.  Yadav then bowled Ross Taylor for a

duck on the first delivery of his very next over
to be on a hat-trick, only to be thwarted by
Latham who went on to record his fifth ODI
half century.

Pandya kept making inroads from the oth-
er end with the key wickets of the destructive
Corey Anderson (4) and Luke Ronchi (0) as
New Zealand slipped to 48 for five.

“We had to weather the storm a little bit,
the first 10 overs they bowled really well and
some soft dismissals. Disappointing with the
bat,” said Williamson.

Southee, who returned after missing the
Test series with an ankle injury, took the
attack to the opposition during his blitz as he
hit 6 fours and 3 sixes. India lead the five-
match series 1-0 with the next game in Delhi
on October 20. — AFP

Kohli anchors India to 

six-wicket win over NZ

DHARAMSALA: Indian batsman Virat Kohli raises his bat after completing a half century (50 runs) during the first one day international match
between India and New Zealand at The Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium (HPCA) in Dharamsala yesterday. — AFP

New Zealand
Martin Guptill c Sharma b Pandya 12
Tom Latham not out 79
Kane Williamson c Mishra b Yadav 3
Ross Taylor c Dhoni b Yadav 0
Corey Anderson c Yadav b Pandya 4
Luke Ronchi c Yadav b Pandya 0
James Neesham c & b Jadhav 10
Mitchell Santner c Dhoni b Jadhav 0
Doug Bracewell c Rahane b Mishra 15
Tim Southee c Pandey b Mishra 55
Ish Sodhi lbw b Mishra 1
Extras: (2b, 1lb, 8w) 11
TOTAL: (all out) 190
Overs: 43.5
Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-29, 3-33, 4-43, 5-48, 6-65, 7-65, 8-
106, 9-177, 10-190.
Bowling: Umesh Yadav 8-0-31-2 (3w), Hardik Pandya 7-
0-31-3, Jasprit Bumrah 8-1-29-0 (2w), Kedar Jadhav 3-0-

6-2, Axar Patel 9-1-41-0 (3w), Amit Mishra 8.5-0-49-3.

India
Rohit Sharma lbw b Bracewell 14
Ajinkya Rahane c Ronchi b Neesham 33
Virat Kohli not out 85
Manish Pandey c Williamson b Sodhi 17
MS Dhoni run out Guptill/Ronchi 21
Kedar Jadhav not out 10
Extras: (1lb, 13w) 14
TOTAL: (for 4 wickets) 194
Overs: 33.1
Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-62, 3-102, 4-162.
Did not bat: Hardik Pandya, Amit Mishra, Axar Patel,
Umesh Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah.
Bowling: Tim Southee 9-0-57-0 (2w), Doug Bracewell 8-
2-44-1 (1w), James Neesham 6-0-40-1 (6w), Ish Sodhi
4.1-0-34-1, Mitchell Santner 6-0-18-0.
Result: India won by 6 wickets.

SCOREBOARD

DHARAMSALA, India: Scoreboard yesterday of the first one-day international between India and New Zealand at
HPCA Stadium:

Pakistan, first innings 579-3 declared (Azhar Ali
302 not out, Sami Aslam 90, Babar Azam 69, Asad
Shafiq 67)

West Indies 1st innings (overnight 315-6)
K. Brathwaite lbw b Shah 32
L. Johnson lbw b Shah 15
D. Bravo c Ali b Nawaz 87
M. Samuels lbw b Sohail 76
J. Blackwood c Ahmed b Riaz 37
R. Chase c Azam b Riaz 6
S. Dowrich lbw b Shah 32
J. Holder b Shah 20
D. Bishoo b Nawaz 17
M. Cummins b Shah 0
S. Gabriel not out 6 
Extras: (b9, lb8, nb11, w1) 29
Total: (all out; 123.5 overs) 357
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Johnson), 2-69 (Brathwaite),
3-182 (Samuels), 4-259 
(Blackwood), 5-266 (Chase), 6-300 (Bravo), 7-325
(Dowrich), 8-346 (Holder), 9-351 (Cummins)
Bowling: Amir 22-6-54-0 (2nb), Sohail 16-2-56-1,

Shah 43-15-121-5, Riaz 23.3-3-65-2 (8nb, 1w),
Nawaz 16.5-5-38-2 (1nb), Ali 2.3-1-6-0

Pakistan 2nd innings
Sami Aslam c Blackwood b Bishoo 44
Azhar Ali lbw b Gabriel 2
Asad Shafiq lbw b Bishoo 5
Babar Azam b Bishoo 21
Misbah-ul-Haq b Bishoo 15
Sarfraz Ahmed st Dowrich b Bishoo 15
Mohammad Nawaz b Bishoo 0
Wahab Riaz c Brathwaite b Bishoo 5
Yasir Shah c and b Holder 2
Sohail Khan not out 1
Mohammad Amir b Bishoo 1
Extras: (b10, nb2) 12
Total: (all out; 31.5 overs) 123
Fall of wickets: 1-13 (Ali), 2-20 (Shafiq), 3-77
(Azam), 4-93 (Aslam), 5-112 (Misbah), 6-112
(Nawaz), 7-118 (Riaz),  8-121 (Shah), 9-121
(Ahmed) Bowling: Gabriel 7-1-23-1 (1nb),
Cummins 7-0-29-0 (1nb), Bishoo 13.5-1-49-8,
Holder 4-0-12-1.

SCOREBOARD

DUBAI: Scores after Pakistan’s second innings on the fourth day of the first Test, a day-nighter, against
West Indies at Dubai stadium yesterday:

DUBAI:  Leg-spinner Devendar Bishoo
took a career best six wicket haul but
Pakistan still swelled their lead over West
Indies on the fourth day of the first Test
in Dubai yesterday.  Bishoo returned with
figures of 6-47 in 13 overs as Pakistan
stuttered to 121-8 at dinner-having an
overall lead of 343 with two wickets in
hand as the Dubai stadium pitch took
sharp turn on the penultimate day of the
day-nighter.

Earlier it was Pakistani leg-spinner
Shah who became the second joint-
fastest bowler to take 100 wickets in Test
cricket during his 5-121 which bundled
West Indies out for 357 in their first
innings.  Pakistan, who scored 579-3
declared in their first innings, did not
enforce the follow-on despite West
Indies coming up 23 runs short of the fol-
low-on target of 380.

At tea Sarfraz Ahmed was not out on
15 while Yasir Shah was dismissed for
two as Pakistan collapsed in search of
quick runs to effect a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series.

With the rough marks on the pitch
helping spinners, Bishoo triggered a mid-
dle-order collapse after Pakistan had lost
opener Azhar Ali (two) and Asad Shafiq
(five) just before tea.

Bishoo, who had trapped Shafiq leg-
before ahead of tea, then came into his
own, dismissing Babar Azam (21), Sami

Aslam (44), Misbah-ul-Haq (15),
Mohammad Nawaz (nought) and Wahab
Riaz (five) in the space of 40 balls for 21
runs.  Bishoo’s previous best bowling was
6-80 against Australia at Dominica last
year. Ali, who scored a career best 302 in
the first innings, was lucky to avoid a
caught behind decision off Gabriel but
was trapped leg-before the very next
ball. The day also belonged to Shah who
wrapped up the West Indies innings in
quick time and also reached a milestone. 

England’s right-arm medium-pacer
George Lohmann reached 100 Test wick-
ets in just 16 Test matches in 1896, which
still is a world record in Test cricket’s 140-
year history.

Australia’s Charlie Turner and Clarrie
Grimmett, and England’s Sydney Barnes
each got to the milestone in their 17th
Test.  Shah, who made his debut at the
same venue in October 2014, bettered
off-spinner Saeed Ajmal who held the
Pakistani record of fastest to 100 Tests
wickets in 19 matches. West Indies’s
overnight batsmen Shane Dorwich (32)
and Jason Holder (20) both fell to Shah
while Bishoo (17) fell to Nawaz as West
Indies failed to delay the inevitable.

Nawaz finished with 2-30 on debut
and Riaz took 2-65. The remaining two
Tests will  be played in Abu Dhabi
(October 21-25) and  Sharjah (October
30-November 3). —AFP

Bishoo sparks Pakistan 

collapse in first Test

DUBAI: Pakistani batsman Mohammad Amir (L) is bowled out by West Indies spin-
ner Devendra Bishoo on the fourth day of the first day-night Test between Pakistan
and the West Indies at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium in the Gulf Emirate
yesterday. — AFP

DUBAI: Pakistan’s leg-spinner Yasir Shah
became the second joint-fastest bowler
to take 100 wickets in all Test cricket on
the four th day of the f irst  day-night
match against West Indies in Dubai yes-
terday.  The 30-year-old dismissed West
Indian tail-ender Miguel Cummins to
complete 100 wickets in his 17th Test
match, the fastest Pakistani to the mile-
stone.  England’s right-arm medium-
pacer George Lohmann reached 100
Test wickets in just 16 Test matches in
1896 which still is a world record in Test

cricket’s 140-year-old history. Australia’s
Charlie Turner and Clarrie Grimmett and
England’s Sydney Barnes each got to the
milestone in their 17th Test.

Shah,  who made his  debut at  the
same venue in October 2014, bettered
off-spinner Saeed Ajmal who held the
Pakistani record of fastest to 100 Tests
wickets in 19 matches.Shah finished
with 5-121 in the first Test as West Indies
were dismissed for  357 in their  f i rst
innings in reply to Pakistan’s big 579-3
declared. — AFP

Yasir becomes joint second 

fastest to take 100 wickets


