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MILAN: Inter Milan striker Mauro Icardi
could be stripped of the club captaincy
after incensing the club’s hardline fan base
with comments in a recently published
autobiography.

“We will take measures,” Inter’s vice-
president and legendary former captain
Javier Zanetti said amid a growing row
surrounding the Argentina international
yesterday.

“The fans are crucial for us and every-
one should respect them.” Icardi may be
Inter’s main source of goals, but com-
ments in his recently-published biography

‘Sempre Avanti, la mia storia segreta’
(Forever onwards, my secret story)
prompted the ‘ultra’ fans who usually occu-
py the Curva Nord (North End) of the club’s
shared San Siro ground to demand he be
stripped of the captaincy.

It followed Icardi’s description in his
autobiography of a post-match altercation
with ‘ultra’ supporters following a 3-1
defeat at Sassuolo in February 2015.

Icardi claims in the account he openly
challenged ultra supporters after they
snatched the shirt and shorts he had
offered to a young Inter supporter and

threw them back in his face.
Icardi said he was “hailed a hero” in the

dressing room after the incident, claiming
he had reminded the irate fans that he had
“grown up in one of the areas of South
America with the biggest crime rates”.

Icardi added: “How many are there
(fans)? Fifty? One hundred? Two hundred?
Ok, I will bring over 100 criminals from
Argentina and they will kill them on the
spot. Then we’ll see.”

Curva Nord fans dismissed Icardi’s
account of the events and were so
incensed they issued a statement to the

Italian media yesterday morning. “Why
such wretched fiction? We are shocked,
this book is ridiculous and with regard to
that incident it’s all lies,” said the statement.
“No more excuses. We considered him
young, a bit daft (like many players), but
deep down a decent lad. Instead, we have
someone who should not be allowed to
wear the Inter armband.

“Inter simply don’t deserve this. For us,
you are finished. TAKE THE ARMBAND OFF,
YOU CLOWN.”

Despite being Inter’s star man, the Serie
A giants could give in to fans’ demands.

New Inter coach Frank De Boer recently
reacted to Marcelo Brozovic’s social media
gaffe by sidelining the Croatia midfielder
for several games. And Icardi could soon
follow suit, according to Zanetti, a former
Argentina international who played over
600 games for Inter. From 1999 to his
retirement in 2014, Zanetti wore the black
armband and came to be known as ‘Il
Capitano’. Zanetti added: “We cannot
accept this kind of behaviour from an
employee of our club. After this match we
will talk things over and see what hap-
pens.” — AFP

Icardi risks captaincy over fan slurs: Zanetti

MILAN: Inter Milan’s Cristian Ansaldi, left, challenges for the ball with Cagliari’s Nicolo’ Barella during a Serie A soccer match between Inter
Milan and Cagliari, at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, yesterday. — AP

MILAN: Inter Milan captain Mauro Icardi can do
no right, it seems, and yesterday  added a
missed a penalty to his woes as his side was
beaten 2-1 by Cagliari.

Icardi had had a fantastic start to the season,
with six goals in seven matches, but angered the
Inter ultras with comments in his autobiography,
which the fans called “lies” in a lengthy state-
ment. The Argentina forward attempted to pla-
cate the fans with a statement of his own on
social media but he was jeered as he walked out
ahead of the match, and was greeted by insult-
ing banners about him in the San Siro.

Inter fans even cheered after Icardi sent his
penalty woefully wide of the right post in the
26th minute after he had been pushed over by
Bruno Alves. Joao Mario gave Inter the lead 10
minutes after halftime, finding Ivan Perisic and
then racing into the box to collect the return
pass. Cagliari goalkeeper Marco Storari saved his
initial effort but Joao Mario tapped in the
rebound. However, Federico Melchiorri leveled
in the 71st and had a hand in the second, five
minutes from time, as his deflected cross was
turned in by Inter goalkeeper Samir
Handanovic.Melchiorri has now scored two
goals in his only two Serie A matches after a dif-
ficult few years that saw him undergo brain sur-
gery and also return from a serious knee injury.
Cagliari, which won the second division last sea-
son, moved above Inter into seventh spot.

LAZIO 1 BOLOGNA 1
Lazio could have moved second in Serie A,

instead it needed a controversial last-gasp
penalty to rescue a point against
Bologna.Bologna took the lead in the 10th
minute when Simone Verdi whipped in a free
kick from the right flank and Filip Helander
stretched out a leg to poke it past Federico
Marchetti at the far post.

Lazio, which also hit the woodwork, thought
it had leveled in the 69th but goalline technolo-
gy showed the ball had not crossed the line -
sparing the blushes of Erick Pulgar, whose back-
pass set up the chance.The capital club did level
in the sixth minute of stoppage time when Ciro
Immobile converted from the spot with the last
kick of the game. However, television replays
showed it was a harsh decision against Bologna
defender Marios Oikonomou because Lazio
defender Wallace appeared to dive.

Lazio moved third, above Napoli on goal dif-
ference, but could be overtaken by AC Milan or
Chievo Verona, which play later.

OTHER MATCHES
Bottom club Crotone appeared to be heading

for its first ever Serie A win after on-loan forward
Diego Falcinelli gave it a second-minute lead
against his parent club Sassuolo. However, sub-
stitutes Stefano Sensi and Pietro Iemmello
scored in the final seven minutes to pull out a 2-
1 win. Both teams also hit the woodwork twice.
Elsewhere, 10-man Genoa drew 0-0 against
Empoli, as did Fiorentina against Atalanta. — AP

Icardi misses penalty as 

Inter loses to Cagliari

SOUTHAMPTON: Charlie Austin scored
twice as Southampton beat Burnley 3-1 at
St Mary’s yesterday to climb into the top
eight of the Premier League.

The south coast club were in dominant
form, with Nathan Redmond also on target
before Sam Vokes pulled a goal back for the
visitors late on. It was a fine way for the
Saints to start a run of seven fixtures in 22
days, with their next game a Europa League
clash against Italian giants Inter Milan.

Burnley kept the game goalless until the
second half before the Saints scored three
goals in 14 minutes after the break.

They might have been ahead earlier in
the match but Austin’s fifth-minute header
was well-saved by Burnley goalkeeper Tom
Heaton. Southampton’s Dusan Tadic was
also denied by Heaton when one-on-one
with the keeper in the 31st minute.

Redmond and Austin also had chances
in the first half but poor finishing kept the
game goalless. Southampton’s pressure,
however, told in the second period with a
quickfire three-goal burst.

In the 52nd minute, Tadic’s corner was
headed across goal by Virgil van Dijk and
Austin, at the second attempt and amid
some poor defending by the Clarets, scored
from in front of goal.

On the hour, Southampton doubled

their lead courtesy of a fine goal from
Redmond. Following another corner, he
waited for the ball to arrive before striking
a low finish beyond the reach of Heaton
and into the bottom right corner.

Minutes later, Austin put the result
beyond doubt with a penalty awarded
after Burnley’s Johann Berg Gudmundsson
brought down Sam McQueen. The goal
was the forward’s seventh in six games.

Burnley managed a consolation goal 18
minutes from time when referee Mike Dean
pointed to the penalty spot for a foul by
Tadic on Ben Mee and Vokes scored as the
Saints finally conceded for the first time in
over 10 hours.

The Clarets’ loss was their third in four
games and left them just a point above the
bottom three. —AFP

Austin double takes 

Saints into top eight

Southampton 3

Burnley 1

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Liverpool v Man United 22:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

SPANISH LEAGUE

SD Eibar v Osasuna 21:45
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE

Citta di Palermo v Torino 21:45
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

SOUTHAMPTON: Southampton’s Dutch defender Virgil van Dijk (R) heads the ball
during the English Premier League football match between Southampton and
Burnley at St Mary’s Stadium in Southampton, southern England yesterday. — AFP

Athletic produce 

stirring comeback to 

win Basque derby
BARCELONA: Athletic Bilbao came from a
goal down at halftime to produce a stirring
fightback in the Basque derby and beat
their old rivals Real Sociedad 3-2 yesterday.

David Zurutuza crashed in a volley from
inside the area following a corner to put
the visitors ahead in the 16th minute but
Athletic responded superby.

Only four inspired saves from Geronimo
Rulli prevented an equaliser before half-
time but a wonderful individual goal from
Iker Muniain deservedly pulled Athletic lev-
el in the 51st minute.

The forward cut inside from the left to
hook the ball into the far corner and within
10 minutes, Aritz Aduriz had put Athletic in
charge with a cool chip over the stranded
Rulli after a mix-up between the goalkeep-
er and defender Raul Navas.  Then the vet-
eran striker Aduriz pounced on more woe-
ful defending to lay on the pass for Inaki
Williams to knock in the third in the 72nd

minute. A well-worked set piece saw
Sociedad defender Inigo Martinez head
home in the 83rd minute to set up an excit-
ing finish, but Athletic held firm to move up
to fifth in La Liga.  Earlier, Alaves were
denied a third win of the season as a late
missile from Roberto Rosales saw them
draw 1-1 at home to Malaga in a feisty
game that ended with each side having a
player sent off.

Brazilian striker Deyverson had put
Alaves in front in the eighth minute and
had a goal ruled out for offside, correctly, in
the 89th minute.

Alaves defender Theo Hernandez was
given a straight red card a minute later for a
dangerous challenge, while Malaga substi-
tute Juanpi was shown a second yellow
card for dissent in the 93rd. Valencia visit
Sporting Gijon later yesterday in new coach
Cesare Prandelli’s first game in charge and
Villarreal host Celta Vigo. —Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: Hot favourite Riyad
Mahrez of Algeria was among 30 nominees
named Saturday for the 2016 African Player
of the Year football award.

The winger, who is equally efficient at
scoring and creating goals, was a key figure
for sensational 2015-2016 English Premier
League (EPL) title winners Leicester City.
His efforts were acknowledged by fellow
professionals in the most watched domes-
tic football league in the world when they
voted him EPL Players’ Player of the Year.

Mahrez has been equally impressive for
Algeria, who have been consistently
among the top ranked African football
nations for several years.  So good has
been his form on the right side of midfield
that long-time Algerian football icon
Sofiane Feghouli cannot always made the
starting line-up for the Desert Foxes. It
would be a shock if Mahrez, who joined
Leicester two years ago from French outfit
Le Havre, is not named African Player of the
Year in Abuja on January 5.

The Algerian is one of three Leicester
stars in the running for the top African
football individual award-the others are
compatriot and striker Islam Slimani and
Nigeria winger Ahmed Musa. EPL foot-
ballers dominate the 30-star list with 12
included, three come from the Italian Serie
A, two each from the Spanish La Liga and
French Ligue 1 and one from the German
Bundesliga. 

CAF media, development and technical
committee members, journalists and TV
consultants and national coaches or
national technical directors are involved in
the selection process. The lone nominee
from the Bundesliga, Gabon and Borussia
Dortmund striker Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang, was a controversial 2015
winner.  Ivory Coast and Manchester City
midfielder Yaya Toure, who was seeking a
record-extending fifth consecutive award,
publicly criticised the choice of the Gabon
goal-poacher. Toure dismissed the out-
standing form of Aubameyang for
Dortmund in the Bundesliga and the
Europa League, saying 2015 Africa Cup of
Nations performances should have been
prioritised.

He was part of the Ivory Coast team that
won the African showpiece for the first

time in 23 years, ending a decade of under-
achievement by a self-styled ‘golden gener-
ation’. Toure has been sidelined amid a war
of words between his agent and new
Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola
and was not nominated.  Three Ivorians
made the list-veteran winger Gervinho,
centre-back Eric Bailly and controversial
Paris Saint-Germain right-back Serge
Aurier.  The defender is being investigated
by world body FIFA for making a throat-slit-
ting gesture after creating a goal for Ivory
Coast in a World Cup victory over Mali last
weekend. But Mali coach Alain Giresse has
hailed Aurier, saying he “saved the life” of
opponent Moussa Doumbia by preventing
him swallowing his tongue after being
knocked unconscious.

Tanzania striker Mbwana Samatta, win-
ner of the 2015 Africa-based Player of the
Year award, is not among the nominees for
that category as he now plays in Belgium.
Among those who could succeed him are
Uganda goalkeeper Dennis Onyango and
Zimbabwe striker Khama Billiat from CAF
Champions League finalists Mamelodi
Sundowns of South Africa. — AFP

Riyad Mahrez 

Mahrez favourite 

for African award


