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MIDDLESBROUGH: Watford’s French midfielder Etienne Capoue vies with Middlesbrough’s Uruguayan midfielder Gaston Ramirez (R) during the English Premier League football match between Middlesbrough and Watford at
Riverside Stadium in Middlesbrough, north east England yesterday. —  AFP

MIDDLESBROUGH: Jose Holebas’s powerful strike saw
Watford to a 1-0 win away to Middlesbrough in the
Premier League yesterday.

Victory saw Watford climb to ninth in the table but
the result condemned northeast side Middlesbrough to
a fourth defeat in five league matches.

Greece international Holebas’s goal was a rare high-
light in a largely uninspiring contest where referee
Roger East turned down several penalty appeals of

varying merit at the Riverside Stadium.
“I’m very satisfied because we won an away game in

such a difficult stadium,” Watford manager Walter
Mazzari told the BBC.  “I’m mainly (satisfied) with the
character of the team but I’m less satisfied on the over-
all performance.”

He added: “In the first half we were allowing too
much on the right side and in the second half we man-
aged to make some modifications and stopped them
attacking on the right side and we’re happy about this.

“I’m happy. It’s going very well. We could’ve had one
or two points more at this stage. We’ve been playing all
the games well with the exception of Burnley away.”

Disappointed Boro boss Aitor Karanka added: “We
played the first 35 minutes really good and I told them
at half-time we couldn’t play the way they were play-
ing in the last 10-15 minutes. The second half we

couldn’t play.  “Had we scored the chances we created
at the beginning of the game maybe we’d have won
the game.  “When they scored it was impossible to play.
They’re really experienced players. We need to learn and
keep going. The only way we know how to play is the
way we played the first 35 minutes.”

Middlesbrough had the greater share of possession
in the first half but rarely threatened the Hornets’ goal.
Stewart Downing fired a third-minute half-volley over
the crossbar and Gaston Ramirez dragged a shot wide.

Middlesbrough’s Alvaro Negredo had a penalty
appeal rejected as he went down under the combined
challenge of Younes Kaboul and Nordin Amrabat, who
was fortunate to escape sanction for grabbing his
opponent’s shirt.

Moments later, Boro had a far less convincing penal-
ty shout when Downing headed against Amrabat’s arm

from point-blank range before firing the rebound wide
of goal. Boro defender Ben Gibson tried his luck with a
35-yard shot but the match was still goalless come half-
time. The home side appealed unsuccessfully for a
penalty early in the second half when Negredo went to
ground following a challenge by Holebas.

At the other end of the pitch, Holebas gave Watford
the lead in some style when, having latched onto
Marten de Roon’s clearance, he smashed a fierce shot
high into the top corner and beyond stunned goalkeep-
er Victor Valdes.

Ramirez had another penalty appeal turned down
after falling to the turf following a clash with Miguel
Britos eight minutes later, and in the closing stages it
was Watford who almost grabbed the game’s second
goal when a shot from Isaac Success was saved by
Valdes. —  AFP

Holebas sees Watford to Boro win
Middlesbrough 0

Watford 1

SHANGHAI: Andy Murray demolished
Roberto Bautista to win the Shanghai
Masters without dropping a set as he
edged closer to Novak Djokovic’s world
number one ranking yesterday.  The
Wimbledon and Olympic champion won
seven points in a row in the first-set tie-
break and he broke Bautista three times in
the second to win his third Shanghai title
7-6 (7/1), 6-1.

The rampant Murray is now on a 10-
match winning streak in which he has
won 20 straight sets, including last week’s
similarly impressive victory at the China
Open in Beijing. But most importantly, the
world number two slashes the gap to just
915 points from the out-of-sorts Djokovic,
who was shocked by Spain’s Bautista in
the semis.

“I believe I can get there. I definitely
believe I can get there. These last few
months have proved that to me,” Murray
said of the top ranking.  “I may never get
another chance to be number one, so I’ll
give it my best shot to do that while I have
the opportunity.”

Nineteenth-ranked Bautista, who was
playing his first Masters final, said it was
clear how much Murray wanted to secure
the top spot.  “I think I can see it in his
eyes. He’s really focused on getting num-
ber one,” the Spaniard said.

Murray’s first serve of the match was a
thumping ace and he took a grip on the
opening set at 3-3 when Bautista netted a
backhand to lose the first break point of
the match. But Murray, serving at 5-4, lost

three set points and got in a tangle on a
drop shot to hand Bautista his first break
point, which he converted with a strong
forehand. The Briton slammed three con-
secutive aces for 6-6 and he dominated
the tie-break, reeling off seven points in a
row and taking the set with a sizzling
backhand return. 

A string of Bautista errors put Murray a
break up at the start of set two, but to his
obvious frustration he gave it straight
back with a miscued forehand.  But
Bautista twice double-faulted to go a
break down before handing over yet
another break, making victory a formality
for Murray who tucked away his first
championship point.

With his 41st tournament victory and
sixth this year, Murray joins Stefan Edberg
in joint 15th place on the list of Open-era
title winners.  Of greater concern will be
his place in the rankings as he draws ever
closer to the imploding Djokovic, who has
hit a rocky patch after a period of sus-
tained dominance.

“I will try and finish this year as strong
as I can. And next year if the opportunity
is there to reach number one, then I want
to try and take it,” Murray said. 

“But it’s not going to be easy because
Novak plays great tennis indoors, and also
his record at the beginning of the year is
phenomenal in Australia and Indian Wells,
Miami. “It’s going to be a tough thing to
achieve that. I’m aware of that. I’m  close-
ish right now, but it’s going to be really
tough still.”  —  AFP

HONG KONG: Former world number one
Caroline Wozniacki beat unseeded French
challenger Kristina Mladenovic to take
the Hong Kong Open yesterday after a
battle of wills that lasted almost three
hours.  Wozniacki of Denmark, seeded
fifth in the competition, stormed the first
set 6-1 with Mladenovic visibly despon-
dent and limping slightly. The 23-year-old
Frenchwoman emerged in the second set
with her right leg bandaged and with a
renewed focus, forcing Wozniacki to dive
around the court with a combination of
drop shots and powerful drives.  The set
went to 6-6, with Mladenovic sealing the
tie-break 7-4 to go even.  Spectators
around the packed stadium waved paper
fans constantly on a hot and humid after-
noon, with temperatures at 30 degrees
Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit).

Dressed all in green, a determined
Wozniacki, 26, finally sealed victory in the
third set. A tired Mladenovic was ulti-
mately unable to match the Dane’s power
and consistency.  Frequently bending to
lean on her racquet between points, the
Frenchwoman was in tears as she desper-
ately tried to fight back after Wozniacki
took a 5-0 lead.

Wozniacki eventually took the final set
6-2. “I’m really pleased with my week this
week-there was some good tennis and
long battles,” Wozniacki told reporters.

The 26-year-old Wozniacki, who will
now move back into the world’s top 20,
has been in fine form, winning 19 of her
last 22 matches. The Dane said the final

had been a mental battle, as it was
unclear to her how badly Mladenovic was
hurt.  “It wasn’t easy mentally because
sometimes she would look like she could-
n’t play, and then she would run like
Speedy Gonzalez-clearly it’s not that bad
if you can run side to side. There was defi-
nitely a mental game. I just happened to
win it,” she said.

Wozniacki herself has battled back
from injury and has had a resurgent run
of form in the past two months, reaching
the semi-finals of the US Open and win-
ning the Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo.

She is still without a Grand Slam title
to her name and said it was her ambition
to win one.

“It’s the only thing missing from my
CV,” she said.  Wozniacki had downed sev-
enth seed Jelena Jankovic, also a former
world number one, to book her finals
place.

Mladenovic had been aiming for her
first WTA title-it was the third time she
had made a singles competition final only
to lose.  She told reporters she had strug-
gled with exhaustion and a hamstring
injury during the final after a week of
long matches, as well as suffering in the
heat and humidity.

“I was not coming out fresh and when
you play someone like Caroline, who is
running down every point, you have to
fight,” she said, adding that she was sad
and frustrated during the match.

“It was very difficult. I have no idea
how I made it to three sets.”  — AFP

Wozniacki back in top 
20 with HK Open win

SHANGHAI: Andy Murray of Britain holds his trophy after
winning his men’s singles finals match against Roberto
Bautista Agut of Spain at the Shanghai Masters tennis
tournament in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP 

Shanghai knight Murray 
gallops to top ranking


