
ALEPPO: Russia yesterday announced an
eight-hour “humanitarian” ceasefire in
Aleppo later this week, as the EU warned
that the Syrian regime’s Moscow-backed
assault on the city could amount to war
crimes. The United Nations and European
Union welcomed the announcement,
but said the planned pause in fighting

needed to be longer to allow the deliv-
ery of humanitarian aid. In the latest vio-
lence, dozens of civilians including 12
members of the same family were killed
in heavy bombardment of rebel-held
eastern sectors of the embattled city, a
monitoring group said.

Continued on Page 13
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Election fever grips Kuwait as 

snap elections set for Nov 26

Political groups, tribes to name candidates soon
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Snap National Assembly elections will be held
on Nov 26, according to a decision by the Cabinet yes-
terday, a day after HH the Amir dissolved the Assembly
over a row over the hike in petrol prices. The Cabinet’s
decision will be issued in an Amiri decree and published
in the official gazette Kuwait Al-Youm to signal the start
of the 40-day election campaign to elect 50 new mem-
bers to the Assembly.

Under the election law, the Amiri decree must be
published in the official gazette at least one month
before the election date. Registration of candidates
will start after the publication for 10 days, and with-
drawal from the race will remain open until four days
before the election date. Candidates must be Kuwaiti
citizens by birth and at least 30 years of age on the day
of the polls.

Almost all outgoing Assembly members are expect-
ed to seek reelection. So far,  only Salafist MP
Abdulrahman Al-Jeeran said he is not contesting
because the Salafist group has unanimously elected ex-
minister and former lawmaker Ahmad Baqer to contest
in the second constituency. The three Cabinet ministers
who are elected MPs - Public Works Minister Ali Al-
Omair, Communications and Municipality Minister Essa
Al-Kandari and Awqaf and Justice Minister Yaqoub Al-
Sane - submitted their resignations in order to be able
to contest the polls. Their resignations were accepted
by the Cabinet. Under Kuwaiti law, the 16-member
Cabinet must include at least one elected member from
the Assembly.

This year’s election is expected to attract huge atten-
tion and witness heated races after many opposition
groups said they will field candidates after boycotting
the previous two polls in protest against the change in
the voting system. The Islamic Constitutional
Movement, the Kuwaiti arm of the Muslim Brotherhood,
said it will name its candidates this week. 

Continued on Page 13

AL-SHURA, Iraq: Iraqi forces advanced yesterday after
launching an offensive aimed at retaking Mosul and
dealing a death blow to the Islamic State group’s
“caliphate” in the city where it was declared two years
ago. The start of the long-awaited assault raised deep
concerns for hundreds of thousands of civilians
trapped in Iraq’s second-largest city, with aid groups
warning of a massive humanitarian crisis.

Some 30,000 federal forces are leading the offen-
sive, backed by air and ground support from a 60-
nation US-led coalition, in what is expected to be a
long and difficult assault on IS’ last major Iraqi strong-
hold. Iraqi forces could be seen readying weapons
and ammunitions as columns of armored vehicles
headed towards Mosul from the town of Al-Shura,
some 45 km south of the city.

The Pentagon described the operation as a “deci-
sive moment” in the fight against IS but the US-led
coalition’s top commander warned it could last weeks
or more. Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi
announced the beginning of the assault in a televised
address in the early hours of yesterday. “Today I
declare the start of these victorious operations to free
you from the violence and terrorism of Daesh (IS),”
Abadi said. IS seized control of large parts of Iraq and
neighboring Syria in mid-2014, declaring a cross-bor-
der “caliphate” and committing widespread atrocities.

The militants have suffered a string of territorial
defeats this year in both countries, and the retaking of
Mosul would all but end the group’s presence in Iraq
as a land-holding force. Iraqi forces have been closing
in on Mosul in recent weeks but the battle launched
yesterday could be the toughest yet in the fight
against IS.

Continued on Page 13

Iraq forces launch Mosul offensive

KHAZER, Iraq: Kurdish security forces take up a position as they fight overlooking Islamic State-controlled
villages surrounding Mosul yesterday. — AP 
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Court to look into 
DNA law Dec 21

KUWAIT: The Constitutional Court yesterday set Dec 21 as
the date to look into constitutional challenges to the DNA
law. On June 13, the court received challenges to the law
from citizens questioning the constitutionality of the bill.
On July 1, 2015, the National Assembly passed the 13-arti-
cle law making DNA testing mandatory for all people in
Kuwait, with the aim of establishing a comprehensive data-
base to be used to identify criminals and terrorists. People
who refuse to take the test face a jail term of a maximum of
one year and a fine of up to KD 10,000, or one of the two
penalties. According to Article 11, the law applies to citi-
zens, expats and anybody who enters the country.

Kuwait among 24 teams in 
Asian football cup draw

KUWAIT: Kuwait is among 24 football teams in the
draw for the qualifying rounds of the Asian Football
Confederation’s (AFC) Asian Football Cup, the Kuwait
Football Association (KFA) said. In a press statement
released yesterday, the association said it received an
official statement from the AFC on teams participat-
ing in the final qualifying rounds to be held in the
UAE in 2019. The Kuwaiti team was among the best
third-place winners, said KFA. AFC will announce the
time of the draw later, the statement added. 

Saleh expects production 
‘understanding’ at OPEC

KUWAIT: Finance Minister and acting oil minister
Anas Al-Saleh said yesterday he was optimistic that an
understanding on production “at least” would be
reached between producers at an OPEC meeting in
November. He said expectations that oil prices would
be between $50 and $60 over the next 10 to 15
months were “logical and acceptable”. Saleh was
speaking with journalists on the sidelines of the
opening of the Ahmad Al-Jaber oil and gas exhibition. 

Finance ministry to only
use e-stamps from Dec

DUBAI: Kuwait’s Ministry of Finance will stop dealing with
traditional stamps and change to electronic ones from
December, a step in line with the ministry’s goal to mod-
ernize all financial services and transactions, the ministry’s
Undersecretary Khalifa Hamada said yesterday. The offi-
cial’s statement to KUNA came during his participation at
GITEX Technology Week in Dubai. Hamada added that the
new electronic system will be applied with best standards
and will facilitate data extraction. The ministry is going
ahead with some other projects, namely the state’s unified
electronic payment systems that aim at collecting fines
and processing other transactions in one location.

Russia announces brief Aleppo truce 

Air strikes flatten buildings • EU warns of ‘war crimes’

ALEPPO: Members of the Syrian Civil Defense, known as the White Helmets, carry the
body of a girl dug out from the rubble of a destroyed building following air strikes in
the rebel-held Qatarji neighborhood of this northern Syrian city yesterday.— AFP 

DUBAI: A man named by Philippines’
president as a major drug kingpin was
arrested in the capital of the United
Arab Emirates after apparently fleeing
his country, a Filipino diplomat said
yesterday. Rolando “Kerwin” Espinosa Jr
was arrested Sunday night in an apart-
ment in Abu Dhabi, Ambassador
Constancio Vingno Jr told AP. Abu
Dhabi investigators used intelligence
gathered by the Philippine National
Police to locate Espinosa, Vingno said.
He said that his country hopes to extra-
dite Espinosa soon.

Filipino media quoted local police
as saying an overseas Filipino worker
tipped off authorities. An Interpol red
notice for Espinosa, the son of a mayor
also accused of being a drug kingpin,
says he is wanted on drug and
weapons charges. It wasn’t clear if he
had a lawyer. Vingno said Espinosa
hadn’t requested consular assistance.

Espinosa and his father had been
warned by Philippines President
Rodrigo Duterte they faced potentially
being shot on sight if they didn’t turn
themselves in.

It’s part of Duterte’s deadly crack-
down on illegal drugs in his southeast
Asian country that’s seen more than
1,300 suspects killed in gunbattles
with police - an average of 36 killings a
day since he took office on June 30.
Human rights group criticize the cam-
paign as condoning extrajudicial
killings. Vingno said it was unclear if
anyone else would face charges over
Espinosa hiding in the UAE. Emirati
officials did not immediately comment
on his arrest. However, Vingno stressed
that Espinosa’s arrest shouldn’t be tak-
en as a stain on the reputation of the
600,000 Filipinos working across the
UAE. “It should not reflect on the peo-
ple we are,” he said. — AP 

Envoy: Top Filipino drug 

kingpin arrested in UAE

NEW YORK: Activists rally during a protest against Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump over his ‘treatment of women’ in front of Trump Tower yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Republican candidate
Donald Trump said yesterday he expected
widespread voter fraud in the Nov 8 US
presidential election, ramping up his warn-
ing of a rigged election without providing
any evidence and despite numerous stud-
ies that show the electoral system is sound.
Trump has tried to whip up fears of a
flawed election as he has fallen back in
opinion polls against Democrat Hillary
Clinton. He is also strongly denying allega-
tions from multiple women that he has sex-
ually assaulted or otherwise behaved inap-
propriately with them.

“Of course there is large scale voter fraud
happening on and before election day. Why
do Republican leaders deny what is going
on? So naive!” Trump said on Twitter yester-
day. Trump, a New York businessman mak-
ing his first run for public office, has worried

a number of Republicans over his allega-
tions of election fraud. Some of them have
urged him publicly to show proof or drop
the assertions. Early voting and voting by
mail have begun in many states.

While Trump’s vice presidential running
mate, Mike Pence, and his campaign man-
ager, Kellyanne Conway, have tried to
reshape the candidate’s comments as
being aimed at an unfair news media,
Trump’s own words have targeted the legit-
imacy of the election system. Even after
Pence said in a televised interview on
Sunday that Trump would accept the
results of next month’s election, Trump
tweeted that the “election is absolutely
being rigged by the dishonest and distort-
ed media pushing Crooked Hillary - but also
at many polling places - SAD.”

Continued on Page 13
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday received
First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
and Director of the Board of Trustees of
Abdulrahman Al-Sumait Prize for African
Development Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, and board members.

During the meeting that came on the occa-
sion of announcing winners of Al-Sumait Prize
for African Development for the years 2015 and
2016, His Highness the Amir recalled Sumait’s
exploits and his great services to Islam and chari-
ty on the continent.

Sumait has offered a civilized and honorable
model for charity and humanitarian work of his
country, devoting his life to assisting the afflict-
ed and the needy. His Highness wished the
board everlasting success. The meeting was
attended by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Winners
Dr Kevin March of the Kenya-based African

Academy for Sciences and Oxford University was
awarded the 2015 health award for his relentless
work to improve children’s lives in the African
continent,  Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled announced
after chairing a meeting of the Board of Trustees
of the Prize. Meanwhile, the 2016 prize, also $1
million and dedicated for food security, was
shared by the Peru-based CIP’s Sweet Potato for
Nutrition Team and the International Institute for
Tropical Agriculture (IITA), based in Nigeria.

He said Dr March, who would receive the $1
million prize, won the award for his sustained
efforts for around three decades in scientific
research, training and building of institutions
with the objective of controlling and eradicating
Malaria, Sheikh Sabah said. He also indicated
that Dr March has big contributions to address-
ing problems of respiratory system as well as
malnutrition.

CIP’s team, explained Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled, had successful research in improving
quality of nutrition especially by sweet potato in
the African continent. The team, he added,
developed new types of sweet potatoes rich
with vitamin A thus improving food system of
millions of African families, compensating severe
shortage of this essential vitamin.

The IITA has successful application of research
aimed at improving quality of basic food sub-
stances, corn and legumes. Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled said IITA succeeded in developing food
security for millions of people in Africa through
the development of major staple food crops,
such as cassava, banana and maize. The winners
will be officially awarded during the upcoming
Arab-African Summit, due in Equatorial Guinea,
next month.

Developments
At the beginning of the Board of Trustees

meeting, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, in a brief
speech, called for collaboration of efforts to
improve sustainable development plans of

developing countries, particularly the African
continent to eradicate poverty, illiteracy and
diseases.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, who conveyed
greetings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to members of
Board of Trustees, said Kuwait has long been
supporting humanitarian and development
domains all over the world.

He said Abdulrahman Al-Sumait prize was
another addition to endeavors by the state of
Kuwait towards development of needy commu-
nities. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled cited the UN hon-
oring of His Highness the Amir as a
“Humanitarian Leader,” and Kuwait as a
“Humanitarian Center.” The Board of Trustees
consists of Bill Gates, co-chair of Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, Dr Donald Kaberuka, Former
President of the African Development Bank, Dr
Kwaku Aning, Former Deputy Director General
of the International Atomic Energy Agency,
Abdulateef Al-Hamad, Director General and
Chairman of the Kuwait-based Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development, and Tareq
Al-Mutawa, Executive Member of the Board of
Public Gathering Charity Committee and others.

Discoveries
Dr Adnan Shihab-Eldin, Director General of

the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS), which administers the awards, is
the rapporteur. Shihab-Eldin, in a separate state-
ment, said “we are deeply humbled by the efforts
demonstrated by Al-Sumait prize laureates in the
pursuit of scientific discoveries to meet the chal-
lenges of disease, nutrition, food production and
climate change. “The laureates were in the front-
line of Africa’s challenges, yet have succeeded
despite limited resources,” he said.

Al-Sumait prize honors individuals or institu-
tions that help advance economic and social
development, human resources development
and infrastructure in Africa through their sus-
tained research and or innovative projects that
result in major impact on the lives and welfare of
the people of Africa especially the poor and
underprivileged.

The prize was announced by His Highness
the Amir during the 3rd Arab-African summit
that was held in Kuwait in 2013 in appreciation
of Al-Sumait ’s humanitarian legacy in the
African continent. “Each of the winners repre-
sent innovative, exciting initiatives being done
to address the challenges facing Africa,” said
Shihab-Eldin. —KUNA

Amir receives Al-Sumait

Prize Board of Trustees
2015, 2016 winners announced

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister and Director of the Board of Trustees of Abdulrahman Al-Sumait Prize
for African Development Sheikh Sabah Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, as well as the winners of the prize’s first two editions. —Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

First Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
chairs a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Prize yesterday.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received visiting Jordanian Senate
President Faisal Akef Al-Fayez at Bayan
Palace yesterday, in presence of His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. During the
meeting, the Jordanian Senate President
delivered a written letter to His Highness
the Amir addressed from Jordanian King
Abdullah II on bilateral relations and how
to enhance them.

The letter also handled coordination
and cooperation over various regional
issues as part of Arab and Islamic integra-

tion. The meeting was attended by Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah and Secretary-General of
Kuwait’s National Assembly Allam Ali Al-
Kandari. Earlier, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah received the Jordanian Senate
President and his delegation. The meeting
was attended by Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, head of His
Highness the Premier’s Diwan Sheikha
Itimad Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Kandari, and Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan
Hamad Al-Duaij. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Jordanian Senate President Faisal Akef Al-Fayez. 

—Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah meets with Jordanian Senate President Faisal Al-Fayez.

Amir receives letter

from Jordan’s King

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received yesterday at Bayan Palace the
newly appointed US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Robert Silverman. His Highness
the Crown Prince also received today the
newly appointed German Ambassador to
Kuwait. The meeting was also attended by
head of the protocol at the Diwan of
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the
Crown Prince received Minister of
Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Bader Al-Essa, as well as the
outgoing Minister of Public Works and
Minister of State for National Assembly
Affairs Dr Ali Saleh Al-Omair, and Minister
of State for Municipal Affairs and Minister
of Communication Essa Ahmad Al-Kandari.
His Highness also met with National
Security Apparatus Chief Sheikh Thamer Al-
Ali Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with the newly appointed US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Robert Silverman. —KUNA photos

Crown Prince meets newly

appointed Ambassadors

KUWAIT: Deputy Amiri Diwan Minister Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah, during a vis-
it to the Thai Embassy yesterday, conveyed condolences from His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the death of King
Bhumibol Adulyadej. He also conveyed the condolences of His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Kuwait’s new 

Ambassador to

Qatar submits 

credentials

DOHA: Kuwait’s new Ambassador to Qatar Hafeeth
Mohammad Al-Ajmi presented his credentials yesterday
to Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. The
Kuwaiti diplomat said that he conveyed the Kuwaiti
leadership’s greetings and well wishes to the Qatari
Amir. Moreover, he underscored historic ties between
both nations, saying that both countries strive to bol-
ster Gulf and Arab cooperation.

Meanwhile, Ajmi had previously handed over a copy
of his credentials to Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammad bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, subsequently
discussing with him bilateral ties. The meeting was
attended by the Kuwaiti embassy’s counselor Nasser Al-
Ghanem, along with secretaries Fahad Al-Awadhi and
Mohammad Al-Omar. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani meets with Kuwait’s new Ambassador to
Qatar Hafeeth Mohammad Al-Ajmi. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: The cabinet yesterday
approved a draft decree that sets
November 26 for parliamentary
elections, and referred it to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. During
the weekly meeting at Bayan
Palace, chaired by His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the
ministers were notified of a decree
consenting the resignation of three
ministers who will stand in the par-
liamentary elections. These are
Minister of Public Works and State
Minister for National Assembly
Affairs Ali Saleh Al-Omair, Minister
of Communications and Minister of
State for Municipality Affairs Eissa
Ahmed Al-Kanderi and Minister of
Justice, Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sanea. His
Highness the Prime Minister
thanked the three ministers for their
sincere efforts in office, wishing
them every success in serving the
nation, said Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

Sinai attack
Meanwhile, the cabinet con-

demned a recent terrorist attack
targeting a security position in
Egypt’s North Sinai, which left sev-
eral soldiers dead or wounded. The
cabinet said that Kuwait stands by
Egypt in its bid to safeguard its
security and stability. It also reiter-
ated Kuwait’s principled and firm
position based on the rejection of
all forms and manifestations of ter-

rorism. The cabinet further offered
heartfelt and sincere condolences
to Egypt’s leadership, government
and people over the victims of the
attack on the security position in
North Sinai.

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
added that the cabinet was also
informed about a message from
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Mohammad

Nawaz Sharif to His Highness the
Amir on means to enhance bilateral
relations in all fields. Meanwhile, the
ministers reviewed the outcome of
His Highness the Amir’s visit to
Thailand where he attended the 2nd
Asian Cooperation Dialogue Summit,
themed ‘One Asia, Diverse Strength.’

First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed
the meeting on the major points on

the final statement of the summit,
topped with establishing an ACD
secretariat to be based in Kuwait.
He also apprised the cabinet of His
Highness the Amir’s speech to the
summit, and his directives on com-
mitment to the goals, role, and the
principles of dialogue that con-
tribute to achieving stability and
sustainable development.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled offered
the meeting a brief account of His
Highness the Amir’s historic visit to
the Sultanate of Brunei and his talks
with Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
on boosting bilateral ties, besides
regional and international issues
and developments of common
concern. Then, the First Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
gave notice to the cabinet of his
participation in the 5th session of

the GCC-Turkey High Level
Strategic Dialogue, in Riyadh last
week. The session brought togeth-
er foreign ministers from the two
sides, and the Turkish minister of
economy.

Unlicensed mosques
In the meantime, the cabinet

tasked the Kuwait Municipality, in
cooperation with the Ministry of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and the
committee in charge of removing
encroachments on state property,
with developing solutions to the
issue of unlicensed mosques and
similar prayer places. The cabinet
consented two draft  decrees
approving a MoU for labor and
social affairs cooperation with
Tunisia, and a cultural and techni-
cal agreement with Algeria. The
two decrees were referred to His
Highness the Amir.

Afterwards, the cabinet eulo-
gized former MP Falah Al-Sawagh
who died last week. Reviewing
the political developments on
the Arab and internat ional
scenes,  the cabinet eulogized
K ing of  Thai land Bhumibol
Adulyadej who passed away on
Th u r s d ay,  e x p re s s i n g  co n d o -
lences to the Kingdom. On the
other hand, the cabinet congrat-
ulated Antonio Guterres who will
succeed Ban Ki-moon as the new
UN Secretary General on January
1. The ministers recalled Ban’s
sincere efforts to serve peace,
justice and humanity around the
globe. —KUNA

Cabinet approves

early election decree
Ministers deplore Egypt attack

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah chairs the cabinet’s meeting yesterday. —KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to
Kuwait Rami Tahboub said Education
Minister Bader Al-Essa will visit Ramallah in
November to sign an agreement to recruit
400 Palestinian teachers in various special-
ties. Speaking during a dinner banquet
held to the honor PalSat Chairman Ahmed
Assaf and his accompanying delegation,
Tahboub said that the agreement was
ready and only needs to be signed, but the
visit was postponed because of Essa’s tight
schedule. 

Labor shelter
Acting Director of the Public Authority

for Manpower Abdullah Al-Motoutah
received the Ambassador of the Philippines
to Kuwait Renato Pedro Villa, who dis-
cussed labor-related cooperation between
both countries. Villa expressed appreciation
for hosting 160 Filipinos at the expatriate
labor shelter and hailed the services they
received. Both sides also discussed the
problems of Filipino laborers at the
embassy shelter and the possibility of
transferring them to the authority’s shelter. 

Retirement
Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi yester-

day referred more officials to retirement,
including the ministry’s public relations
and media manager Faisal Al-Doussary, the
undersecretary’s office manager Dr Adel Al-
Ali and four nursing staff members.  

Infrastructure
Ministry of Public Work’s undersecretary

Awatef Suleiman Al-Ghunaim yesterday
signed three infrastructure agreements for
Garnada, Sabah Al-Nasser and Andalus, in
addition to laying the main sewage line
between Surra and Riggae at a total cost of
KD 5,862,845. 

Assessment
The ‘Kuwait Needs’ campaign’s monthly

reports for August and September showed
the assessment of seven government bod-
ies - the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor
(MSAL), Public Authority for Manpower,
Ministry of Commerce (MoC),  Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR), Kuwait Municipality,
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)
and the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) - were excellent in terms
of these bodies’ response to citizens’ com-
plaints. The report also showed that the
finance and awqaf ministries were
assessed as ‘good’, while the interior, health
and public works ministries in addition to
the Environment Public Authority (EPA)
showed little response to complaints.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education
(MoE) and Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCI) lacked any response to
public complaints. Commenting on the
report, Minister Hind Al-Subaih said that it
confirms the spirit of teamwork prevailing
at MSAL that helps achieve success in pro-
viding better services to the public. 

Kuwait to recruit 400

Palestinian teachers

WASHINGTON: The Kuwaiti Minister
of Education and Higher Education
Dr Bader Al-Essa attended this week
an event with a wide group of World
Bank education exper ts  in
Washington DC to showcase a large
education reform effort in Kuwait
and to exchange views on relevant
global  experiences.  The reform
effort, launched in 2010 and sup-
ported by the World Bank, aims to
modernize the public school system
in the country. 

During this remarks, Minister Essa
mentioned that that “Kuwait recog-
nizes the need for greater emphasis
on quality in education and on insti-
tutional capacity, as well as for sys-
tem-wide reforms.”  He also empha-
sized the importance of early child-
hood development and inclusive
education - and said that the goal of
the Ministry of Education is to “trans-

form Kuwait’s entire education sys-
tem towards becoming fully compe-
tence -based. The Ministry of
Education, in partnership with the
World Bank, experts worked very
closely on designing a homegrown
reform program, the most important
investment Kuwait can make for its
future”, he further added.

At the event, World Bank’s Practice
Manager for Eastern Europe and Asia
Cristian Aedo stated that “4.5 percent
of Kuwait’s GDP is spent on education,
but outcomes are below expectations,
so there is lots of room to improve
efficiency of the system”. Harry
Patrinos, Practice Manager for East
Asia and the Pacific stressed that “par-
ents should be empowered to con-
tribute to kids’ school quality, and pri-
vate schools should be accountable to
the public system”, in addition to
investing in teachers and assessing

students, “if you don’t know where
you are, you can’t improve”. 

The educational reform efforts in
Kuwait encompass the introduction of
a competence-based curriculum
across public schools; developing a
conducive environment for effective
teaching; enabling schools to be
active centers of learning; and
strengthening systems for enhanced
accountability and evidence-based
decision-making. 

One of the great successes of the
program to date has been the devel-
opment and roll-out of a compe-
tence-based curriculum in grades 1,2
and 6. This process, led by local
experts with technical assistance from
the World Bank, has resulted in a
nationalized curriculum that provides
a balance of national values and tradi-
tions combined with international
best-practice in curriculum design. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash,
Director General of the  relations and secu-
rity media Department at the Ministry of
Interior (MoI) announced new licenses for
domestic labor recruitment offices and
companies are being issued. Hashash said
the conditions to get the new licenses are
available at MoI’s website and include the
following: Applicants must be Kuwaitis

with good reputation, have not been previ-
ously sentenced for crimes or disgraceful
offenses (unless they have been rehabilitat-
ed) and aged 30-70. Hashash also noted
that applicants must be healthy without
any disability. Individual applicants have to
present a KD 40,000 letter of guarantee
from a local bank, while companies should
present a KD 100,000 letter of guarantee. 

In other news, MoI Undersecretary Lt
Gen Suleiman Al-Fahd yesterday received at

his offices representatives of husseiniyas to
thank them for cooperating with security
forces on securing husseiniyas during the
month of Muharram. The representatives
thanked Fahd and MoI for the security forces’
efforts. Also yesterday, MoI’s relations and
security media department said that the
ministry’s legal affairs department warned
that voter lists circulating on social media
networks over the past two days include
incorrect figures. 

KD 40,000 guarantee for individuals

to license domestic helpers’ office

Brigadier Adel 
Al-Hashash

Industries, Construction Exhibition

supports the industrial development

Organized by National Industries and Expo-Taj
KUWAIT: Deputy Chairman and CEO
of National Industries Company, Dr
Adel Al-Subaih asserted that the
Industries and Construction Exhibition
is considered a national annual event
aimed at supporting local industry
and national products, pointing out
that the success of exhibition during
the past five years affirm the trust of
the companies and competent author-
ities in this major event. 

This was reported in a press state-
ment for Subaih on the occasion of the
announcement of the launch of the
sixth session of the exhibition, organ-
ized by both National Industries and
Expo-Taj for Exhibitions and
Conferences under the auspices of the
Minister of State for Housing Affairs
Yasser Abul, from December 5-8, 2016
at Jumeirah Messilah Hotel - Kuwait,
with the participation of over 60 pri-
vate and public entity. 

Subaih said that the objective of the
exhibition accomplished in the previ-
ous sessions are in line with the vision
of his Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah the Amir,
which emphasizes the importance of
achieving industrial and economic
revival in Kuwait and encourage indus-
trial development, including the con-
struction and housing sector.

Subaih added that the Industries
and Construction exhibition comes as

a continuation of the role played by
the National Industries Company
regarding the manufacturing of con-
struction materials, and using modern
methods that saves as much energy as
possible, such as thermal insulation of
buildings, energy-saving lighting and
solar energy lamps, in line with the
government approach as part of the
rationalization of consumption and the
economic reform process of the State.

Latest developments
Furthermore, he explained that the

exhibition seeks to introduce to the
public, the latest developments of
construction materials, especially the
beneficiaries of the housing care pro-
vided by the State, and provide all that
is needed in the construction phases.

The Industries and Construction 6th
Exhibition aims to achieve its goals
through a set of strategies, said
Subaih. Mainly supporting Kuwaiti
products through quality, price, and
discounts competition and sophisti-
cated display style, show of modern
methods of energy-saving and the
amount of savings realized for the
State of Kuwait and its citizens, in addi-
tion to communicating with the
Federation of GCC Chambers of
Commerce by inviting them to attend
the exhibition, consistent with the
government’s approach to creating
investment and export opportunities
for region businessmen. 

Moreover, he pointed out that
Industries and Construction exhibition
was able to confirm the important role
it plays in supporting this sector, as the
largest local gathering for construc-
tion, dÈcor specialists from the private
and public sectors, as the exhibition
has sponsorships and participation
from various relevant government
authorities, as well as the presence of a
group of specialized companies that
provide the latest and finest products
related to the construction process, in
line with the taste of the Kuwaiti citi-
zen; in addition to the participation
and support of a number of local
banks in the event offering its best
housing related services.

Education Reform in

Kuwait: Doing it Differently

Dr Adel Al-Subaih

Licensed companies can

provide IPTV cable TV services

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Before submitting his resignation yester-
day, Minister of Communications and Minister of
State For Municipal Affairs Essa Al-Kandari issued a
decision allowing companies licensed by the infor-
mation ministry to provide IPTV cable TV services
through the NGN network and to reduce the cost of
Internet services by 40 percent to KD 3,600 annually
per 100 mbps and KD 24,000 per one gbps, plus KD
1,000 each ISP pays to the ministry for installation
fees. Kandari also decided allowing bodies receiving
IPLC Internet to increase their capacity by 10 per-
cent for 25 GB capacity, 20 percent for 50 GB capaci-
ty, 30 percent for 75 GB capacity and 40 percent for
100 GB capacity. Kandari added that the decisions
were made in collaboration with the public authori-
ty for IT and communications in order to provide
cheaper high quality Internet services. 

Naturalization suspended
Well-informed sources said that the Cabinet

suspended a list of military bedoons, veteran oil

sector staff and others, including children of
Kuwaiti women, due to be granted Kuwaiti citi-
zenship. The sources explained that due to the
upcoming parliamentary elections, the process
was suspended and deferred to next year at the
beginning of the next parliamentary term in order
to avoid any accusations of profiteering or doing
favors to certain candidates. 

Disabled club
The Municipality approved a request by the

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor (MSAL) to
shift Kuwait Disabled Sports Club from MSAL to
under the authority of Public Authority for Sports
(PAS). Meanwhile, Director of the Public Authority
for Food and Nutrition (PAFN) Essa Al-Kandari
transferring the administrative and technical
authorities of cattle and poultry slaughterhouses
from the Municipality to PAFN, effective Dec 1,
2016. Speaking to reporters yesterday, Kandari
said that food and food supplements-related
activities would be fully transferred to PAFN
effective Nov 1, 2016.
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Arab media conference 
KUWAIT: Secretary General of the Federation of Arab
News Agencies (FANA) Dr Farid Ayar has underlined that
the current federation’s conference has a key role in pro-
moting media cooperation amongst Arab news agencies
on one hand and supporting Arab media generally on
the other hand. Ayar made the statement yesterday
aftere arriving in Kuwait to take part in the 44th General
Assembly of FANA on October 17-19. “We are trying to
address several pending issues like increasing sharing
news amongst Arab news agencies,” he said. —KUNA

Kuwait-Egypt relations
CAIRO: Kuwait Ambassador in Cairo Mohammad Al-
Thuwaikh Sunday termed as strategic relations between
Kuwait and Egypt, and that the two countries shared posi-
tions over vital issues of interest to Arab and Islamic worlds.
Thuwaikh said relations between the two countries were
witnessing further growth. Al-Thuwaikh said there were
thousands of Kuwaitis studying in Egyptian colleges and
universities, while over a 1,000 Kuwaiti companies working
in Egypt. Kuwait, he added, was also hosting hundreds of
thousands of Egyptians working in the country. —KUNA

Anti-terror cooperation
CAIRO: Officials from the Arab ministries of interior, and
justice discussed means to boost Arab and international
cooperation for combating terrorism, and incriminating
paying ransom to terrorists. The joint meeting, held at the
Arab League in Cairo on Sunday, came upon an invitation
from the League’s Secretariat. The meeting discussed a
proposal to incriminate the act of paying ransom to terror-
ists, in a bid to support the Arab vision on the issue seek-
ing to block financing to such groups. —KUNA

In Brief

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

KUWAIT: A picture taken from inside the Arab Towns Organization’s building in Kuwait City. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: Ahli  United Bank (AUB)
announced the sponsorship of
‘Service Is My Joy’ Program within the
framework of its strategic partnership
with LOYAC Kuwait. The Bank’s latest
alliance reflects its effort to reinforce
its extensive range of community
activities and underlying support for
the Kuwaiti society.

‘Service Is My Joy’ initiative aims at
helping supporting various social
segments. The initiative involves par-
ticipants aged 16 and above taking
part in volunteering committees and
collaborating with a number of vol-
unteering centers such as KAACH,
Paradise Institute and Abeer 2.
Throughout the program, activities
range between learning how to per-
form first  aid at the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society as well as providing
support services to the elderly. 

On this occasion, Moataz Al-Rafi,
AUB’s Senior Deputy CEO, Banking
Group, said, “We are delighted with
the new par tnership agreement
between the Bank and LoYAC. This
new t ie  up wi l l  result  in  a  wide
range of diversified activities in the
near  future,  to  fur ther  help in
achieving our objectives in support-
ing Kuwaiti society through mean-

ingful partnerships between finan-
cial institutions and a promising
younger generation.”

Al Rafi confirmed that AUB has
spared no effort to intensify its par-
ticipation in the various initiatives
that are in the interest of society. He
promised more activities and initia-
tives that reflect the Bank’s strategic
plan for social responsibility as a
financial institution.

Moreover, Fetouh Al-Dalali, LoYAC
Kuwait board member said, “We are
proud of our new partnership with
Ahli United Bank, and excited about
the team’s overall positive spirit. The
Bank is keen to support the youth
and drive positive change, with an
objective to spread positive values
through a wide range of programs
that enable the younger generation
capable to achieve development.”

LoYAC is a nonprofit organization
and was established in 2002 as a pos-
itive initiative. The founding mem-
bers of LoYAC recognized that youth
can be led towards peace by provid-
ing them with opportunities for per-
sonal growth; experience the joy of
service and developing their profes-
sional skills to qualify and enable
them to join the workforce.

Ahli United Bank sponsors
‘Service is My Joy’ in

collaboration with LoYAC 

KUWAIT: AUB  executive management are pictured with LoYAC representatives.

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti explorer Lamees Najim was
chosen to take part in expeditions to explore
the North and South Poles alongside fellow
British explorer Felicity Aston. The trip, set for
next April, will include 12 female explorers from
different countries, aiming to share their experi-

ences and cultures, Najim said yesterday. The
expedition will showcase the strong will of
Kuwaiti and Arab women to face challenges and
survive in extreme conditions, she noted. She
said that Aston has over 20 years of experience
in leading expedition in the poles, adding that

the trip participants will undergo a training
course in Iceland on skating, facing extreme low
temperatures and other natural threats. The trip
will also include explorers from the UK, Slovenia,
Sweden, Germany, France, Cyprus, Jordan,
Oman, Saudi, Qatar, and the UAE. — KUNA

Kuwaiti female explorer to participate
in North, South Poles expeditions

Kuwaiti explorer Lamees Najim
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KUWAIT: Poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain, Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, Kuwaiti businessman Jawad Bukhamseen
and other guests attend the screening. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: ‘Add-Effect Advertising’
Company announced for its winning
the tender of license and exploit ad
billboards at Hawally governorate,
such tender is considered the most
recent invited for by Kuwait
Municipality, being the largest gover-
norate based on value, so it is the most
important ad market in Kuwait, due to
its distinctive location, population and
commercial diversity. 

On this occasion, Naser Al-Thaidi
General Manager of ‘Add-Effect’ after
singing tender contract with Ahmed
Al-Manfouhi General Manager of
Kuwait Municipality, told that total val-
ue of the tender has reached KD 8.8
million, the contract extends for three
years as of expected date of com-
mencement i.e. the beginning of 2017,
knowingly that the said contract
includes all roads billboards (Mega,
Unipole, Mupi, TV screens). 

“By singing the new contract ‘Add-
Effect’ became the biggest operator
for billboards in State of Kuwait, that
represents 80 percent of total bill-
boards spread all over Kuwait’ Thaidi
added. As ‘Add-Effect’ runs motorway
billboards, in addition to Farwaniya,
Jahra and Hawally governorates bill-

boards, along with it is the exclusive
agent for billboards of Kuwait airport,”
Thaidi continued 

‘Add-Effect’ success during previous
years is thanks to almighty God then
thanks to its distinguished relations
with its clients, built during last five
years through the distinctive
Marketing and Advertisement team-
work at the Company. Such relation-
ship enabled the company from build-
ing two sides trust with clients and
advertisers,” Thaidi confirmed. 

Thaidi further indicated that ‘Add-
Effect’ continues in developing its
investments, works in roads billboards
industry along with other advertise-
ments means, the company seeks to
develop this industry, its means to
become in its shipshape, give the
esthetic image of advertisement, in a
way to achieve advertising effect
aimed by advertisers either they are
social or commercials by State min-
istries and authorities, commercial cor-
porations and establishments, private
sector bodies. Thaidi expressed his
hope that such advertisement means
would assist advertisers in achieving
their goals, deliver their ad message to
all members of the society.

KUWAIT: Naser Al-Thaidi General Manager of ‘Add-Effect’ and Ahmed Al-
Manfouhi General Manager of Kuwait Municipality sign the tonder contract.

‘Add-Effect’ signs road
advertising contract

with Kuwait municipality 

‘Roots and Leaves’ documentary
screened at Al-Babtain library

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Al-Babtain Central Library for Arabic
Poetry screened a documentary titled “Roots
and Leaves” on Sunday under the auspices of
Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah. Al-Babtain Foundation produced
the documentary as part of the national activ-
ities celebrating Kuwait as the 2016 Islamic
Cultural Capital.

On the sidelines of the event, Sheikh
Salman affirmed Kuwait’s interest in the politi-
cal leadership of culture and its role in sup-
porting the march of civilization. The minister
noted that the documentary showed the
importance of Arab and Islamic cultures that
are full of values. He praised the great work of
the people of Kuwait in supporting social,
humanitarian and charitable work in the edu-
cation and health fields.  He also praised the
role of Al-Babtain Foundation in spreading
the Arabic language and Islamic values
through a dialogue of civilizations and seats
the foundation grants at universities.

Chairman of Al-Babtain Foundation, poet
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain, said the documen-
tary chronicles the history of Islamic culture in
Kuwait. He added that Kuwait was chosen as
the Islamic Cultural Capital for 2016 because
of its efforts in the fields of education, science,
literature and arts, and its remarkable impact
on the development of Islamic culture.

Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation also

launched a special book on this occasion
called “Lights of Islam in Arabic Poetry in
Kuwait”. The book has more than 300 poems
for Islamic occasions such as the Prophet’s
(PBUH) birthday, penned by 66 Kuwaiti poets. 

The documentary “Roots and Leaves”
shows the emergence of Kuwait and the dai-
ly life of the community, highlighting the
first generation of Kuwaiti men and the gen-

erations that contributed to its development,
and the growth of culture and civilization. A
number of iconic national f igures who
played a key role at the cultural level were
honored. They include Sheikh Abdulaziz Al-
Reshaid, Sheikh Yousef bin Isaa Al-Qinaee,
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri ,  Sheikh
Abdulrahman Al-Sumait and Sheikh
Abdulmohsen Ibrahim Al-Babtain.

Poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain (left) honors an official (center) as Information Minister
Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah looks on.
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Al-Anbaa

By Saad Al-Motesh

Istill remember when the late Dr Ahmed Al-Rubei
and Dr Saad bin Tafla used to argue with some-
one from the deposed Iraqi regime members,

who demanded turning over a new leaf. Both of
them stressed that all the problems Kuwait suf-
fered were because of the Iraqi aggression, while
hypocrites supporting that regime demanded to
let bygones be bygones. 

Both the true Kuwaitis were right in referring all
regional sufferings to the Iraqi invasion, while
those on the other side refused going back to the
origin of the problem because they knew they
were wrong and had no logical justifications to the
invasion.

I recalled that maneuver while observing the
remarks by some people expressing dissatisfaction
with increasing fuel prices. I do agree with them, but
why blame others instead of blaming those who
were actually behind such an increase? It seems as if
we are acquitting the real doers who authorized the

government to do so by powers of law. 
Lawmakers in the 1995 parliament were the

ones who fully authorized the government to
review petroleum derivatives whenever it wished
to do so. So, why don’t those trying to blame
things on others admit it and blame it on the real
doers? It was the very same parliament that passed
a law on debts worth KD 6 billion without even
blinking. Have you forgotten all this?!

I n  the af termath of  the l iberat ion,  Kuwait
adopted a general motto that goes ‘Let Us Not
Forget!’ but it seems that we have already forgot-
ten. Today, we need to revive that motto and will
never forget those who voted for authorizing the
government  to  increase  fuel  pr ices,  though
Saddam’s supporters pretend they have. We will
never forget the parliament that was described
as ‘The master of its own decisions’ - decisions
that we would have been far much better off
without! —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Rubei, bin Tafla and hypocrites

Crime
R e p o r t

Teen escapes

from kidnappers
KUWAIT: A 17-year-old female citizen reported that four
young men abducted her in the southern chalets area, but
she managed to escape and hide from them in a deserted
chalet. The girl added that the four kidnappers searched
the area but could not locate her. The girl provided detec-
tives with the alleged kidnappers’ description. 

Drug dealer

Following up the arrest of a popular actor and producer
for drug trafficking, the suspect told detectives that he
had ordered a new shipment one week before he was
arrested, and it was due to arrive that day. Accordingly,
detectives received the parcel that included drugs
mailed to him by a Briton. The suspect also confessed
that he had recruited seven juveniles to distribute the
drugs for him in return for a sum of money and a bonus
of one packet for each ten they manage to sell. 

Harasser caught

A citizen was arrested for harassing a female citizen and
insisting on giving her his mobile phone number and taking
hers outside a Fintas restaurant, despite her protests. The girl
finally took his number and reported the matter to the police. 

Fight

Two citizens were arrested for fighting in Salmiya, said
security sources, noting that the two men used sharp
metal objects during the fight. The suspects were
referred to the proper authorities for further action.

Domestic violence

A female citizen called the police reporting that her husband beat
her and threw her out of their house in Fintas. A case was filed and
the husband is being summoned for further investigations. 

Fugitive caught

An Asian wanted for a four-year prison sentence was arrest-
ed in Abu Halifa. Security sources said that on seeing a
police patrol, the suspect ran and hid inside a garbage
dumpster for a while before policemen found him. 

—Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

Thief identified

Following up the robbery at a money exchange
bureau in Fahaheel, detectives managed to identify
the culprit through surveillance cameras and arrested
him. The suspect, a 30-year-old Syrian, confessed to
planning the robbery a month before with hopes that
he would get away with a fortune. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Oil sector halts

appointments
KUWAIT: Oil companies received verbal orders to stop
appointments, promotions and transfers until further
notice. This is a standard protocol followed whenever the
parliament is dissolved or the cabinet resigns to insure that
no violations are committed and maintain transparency
and impartiality, sources said. Current vacant posts are not
expected to be filled until a new parliament is elected, the
sources added. —Al-Rai

Fertilizer plants closed

KUWAIT: The Petrochemical Industries Company
informed its staff that fertilizers’ plants will be closed
between December 2017 and March 2018. A total of 360
Kuwaiti employees working at those plants will be trans-
ferred to other sectors, while 580 contracted expatriate
workers are likely to be assigned to other duties such as
operating the polypropylene and aromatics plants, the
company said in a letter to employees. —Al-Anbaa

Production quotas

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s OPEC Governor Nawal Al-Fuzai con-
firmed that Kuwait is committed to follow the production
quotas to be specified during the organization’s meeting in
Vienna next November, indicating that Kuwait’s currently
produces 2,970 million barrels of crude a day. She said that
oil prices are likely to be around $50 per barrel until the
end of the year, while the Kuwaiti crude’s price is expected
to be around $45 per barrel. —Al-Anbaa

Health insurance

KUWAIT: A retired woman covered by a health insur-
ance program approved this year for retired citizens
gave birth to a healthy baby at a local private hospital,
the first case of its kind since the program went into
effect last month, Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-Obaidi
announced. A total of 21,000 citizens received treat-
ment at private clinics through the ‘Afiya’ program,
Obaidi said, adding that 52,475 retired Kuwaitis, or
nearly 50 percent of eligible citizens have applied to
receive their insurance cards. —Al-Anbaa

Municipal Council

KUWAIT: The Municipal Council is expected to lose some
members who intend to run for parliament, and by-elections
to fill their vacant seats are likely to take place following the
National Assembly elections. The law stipulates that a
Municipal Council member is considered resigned when he or
she runs for parliament. At least seven members are expected
to contest for parliamentary elections including Abdullah Al-
Kandari, Meshal Al-Juwaisri, Mane Al-Ajmi, Yousuf Al-Ghareeb,
Nayef Al-Sour, Dr Meshari Al-Mutawtah and Ahmad Al-
Bughaili. —Al-Qabas
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We’re changing
the demands. It’s
election season!

Voters’ 

demands

KUWAIT: The Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness
and Creativity (SACGC), a Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences institutions, hosted a cere-
mony yesterday to inaugurate applied education

workshops (Fab Lab). Jahra Governor Lieutenant
General Fahad Al-Amir and other state officials
attended the event. SACGC General Director Dr
Omar Al-Bannai said in a speech that Fab Lab is

the first workshop of its kind that gives young
people an opportunity to exchange ideas and uti-
lize their time in a positive way. Furthermore, he
spoke about the center’s mathematics club “which

aims to turn mathematics from being an analytical
subject to a tangible one using modern scientific
tools and advanced educational skills.

Meanwhile, Lt Gen Amir commended the cen-

ter’s achievements, which he said were crowned
with opening classrooms for gifted students at
public schools in Jahra, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education.

Sabah Al-Ahmad Center opens applied education workshops

KUWAIT: SACGC General Director Dr Omar Al-
Bannai speaks at the event.

Jahra Governor Lieutenant General Fahad Al-Amir
speaks.



NEW YORK: Jim Kowalczik plays with Jimbo, a 1500-pound Kodiak bear, in this photo at the Orphaned Wildlife Center
in Otisville, NY. —AP

OTISVILLE: Bear hugs are nothing. Jim Kowalczik hugs
bears. Kowalczik lies on the ground as his 1,500-pound
bear buddy, Jimbo, rests a heavy paw on his waist. He
feeds Jimbo a marshmallow from his mouth and laughs as
a big bear tongue slobbers on his ear. If that sounds suici-
dal, consider that Kowalczik and his wife, Susan, have cared
for Jimbo for almost 23 years, since the Kodiak bear first
came to the couple’s upstate New York haven for injured or
unwanted animals as a bottle-feeding cub. “He’ll play with
you all day if you have the time,” Kowalczik says after a
recent horseplay session, adding that it’s fortunate the
bear doesn’t throw his weight around casually. “If he lays
on you, you’ve got a problem.”

Jimbo is among the 11 bears living at the couple’s non-
profit Orphaned Wildlife Center 60 miles northwest of New
York City. One of them, a black bear named Frankie, was
born in the wild and found his way here in 2012 after being
hit by a car. The rest of the bears here were born in captivi-
ty, eight of them Syrian brown bears or mixes that came
from a breeding program. Jimbo came from a West Coast
game farm with an injured leg. There are plenty of wildlife
rehabilitators and other centers that care for bears. But
Kowalczik has grabbed attention for his hands-on
approach. 

One Facebook video of him playing with Jimbo has
received more than 16 million views. Kowalczik describes it
as if it was something as natural as petting your dog. The
bears are like his children, he says, and they have never
injured him. “There’s no false pretenses like there are with

people and stuff,” Kowalczik says. “What you see is what
you get.” The couple has been rehabilitating squirrels,
ducks, deer, mink and other animals together since the ear-
ly 1990s. The main goal is to release animals, but the bears
here cannot be released because of injuries or because
they are too accustomed to captivity.  

Bears are in 57-year-old Susan Kowalczik’s bloodline. Her
father, Albert Rix, was a well-known circus veteran from
Germany who raised Syrian brown bears. Jim, 60, is a retired
corrections officer. The Kowalcziks funded the venture out of
their own pockets until creating the nonprofit last year,
which allows them to take donations. It’s still just them, plus
director Kerry Clair, who handles administrative duties. The
videos help with exposure. But experts are pretty clear: Do
not get up close with bears, like Kowalczik does.

Even with captive bears, there’s a chance their instincts
will take over, says Matt Merchant, senior wildlife biolo-
gist with New York’s Department of Environmental
Conservation. Plus, there are inherent dangers of rolling
around with an animal that’s three-quarters of a ton.  “I
don’t think people get a lot of good information or edu-
cation from that kind of behavior,” Merchant says. “They’d
be better off watching a naturalist show off bears in the
wild, or just going out and hiking around and seeing
them on their own.” Sitting on the ground next to Jimbo,
Kowalczik shrugs at the thought of personal danger from
his bear buddies. “They’re content, they’re happy. If they
weren’t,” Kowalczik pauses as Jimbo licks him, “you would
know it.” —AP 

Man grabs attention
for hugging bears

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

Woman screams in 
pain during caning 
in Indonesia’s Aceh Court overturns jail term of Bahrain opposition chief

Page 8 Page 12

VIENNA: The house in Austria where Adolf Hitler was born
is to be torn down to stop it from becoming a neo-Nazi
shrine, the government said yesterday, after years of bitter
legal wrangling with the current owner. “The Hitler house
will be torn down. The foundations can remain but a new
building will be erected. It will be used by either a charity
or the local authorities,” Interior Minister Wolfgang Sobotka
told Austrian newspaper Die Presse. “In any case, there
shall be no further connection with Adolf Hitler because
otherwise the myth of the birth house will be upheld.”

He said the decision was based on the recommenda-
tions of a 13-member expert committee tasked with
deciding what to do with the controversial building in the
quaint northern town of Braunau am Inn. The government
hopes this will bring to an end a difficult chapter regard-
ing the large yellow corner house where Hitler was born
on April 20, 1889. Although he only spent the first few
weeks of his life at Number 15 Salzburger Vorstadt Street,
the address has become a pilgrimage site for Nazi sympa-
thisers from around the world who pose in front of the
three-storey building with the Hitler salute.

Stigma ‘Not Deserved’ 
The property has been empty since 2011 when the

government became embroiled in a dispute with owner
and local resident Gerlinde Pommer. Her family has owned
the 800-sq-m building for more than a century, except for
a brief period during the Nazi regime when Hitler’s private
secretary Martin Bormann bought the building for four
times its value in 1938. After the war, the house was
returned to the Pommers in the 1950s. In 1972, the
Austrian government signed a lease with Gerlinde
Pommer in 1972 and turned the premises into a center for

people with disabilities.
But the arrangement came to an abrupt end five years

ago when Pommer unexpectedly refused to grant permis-
sion for much-needed renovation works. The famously
elusive owner also rejected a purchase offer made by the
increasingly exasperated interior ministry. In July, the gov-
ernment approved a legislation amendment to seize the
house from Pommer who continues to net Ä4,800 (around
$5,300) in rent every month.

The interior ministry said yesterday that the expropria-
tion bill would be debated in parliament this week and
could enter into force by the end of the year. “There is now
a clear perspective regarding the future of the building
under the ownership of the Austrian republic,” ministry
spokesman Karl-Heinz Grundboeck told AFP. The issue has
sparked heated debate among Braunau’s 17,000 residents.
Some wanted it to become a refugee centre, others a
museum dedicated to Austria’s liberation from Nazi rule.

A number of cultural  organizations previously
opposed the building’s demolition because it is part of
the historic city center and therefore under heritage pro-
tection. Every year on Hitler’s birthday, anti-fascist pro-
testers organize a rally outside the building at 15
Salzburger Vorstadt Street, next to a memorial stone
reading: “For Peace, Freedom and Democracy. Never
Again Fascism, Millions of Dead Warn.”

But locals resent the attention, dismayed that their pas-
tel-colored town is known for being the cradle of one of
the world’s most reviled political figures, rather than for its
Gothic architecture or pretty river. “The people here don’t
deserve this stigma,” district commissioner Georg Wojak
told AFP in an interview last year. “Braunau’s only crime
was that Hitler was born here.”  — AFP 

Austria to tear down Hitler birth house
Govt wants to prevent building from becoming neo-Nazi shrine

BRAUNAU AM INN, Austria: This Sept 27, 2012 file picture shows an exterior view of Adolf Hitler’s birth house. — AP
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TRIPOLI: Five years after an uprising
killed Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi, resi-
dents in the chaos-wracked country’s
capital joke they have grown to miss the
longtime dictator as the frustrations of
daily life mount. Those living in the capi-
tal say they are exhausted by power cuts,
price hikes and a lack of cash flow as rival
authorities and militias battle for control
of the fragmented oil-rich country. “I
hate to say it but our life was better
under the previous regime,” says Fayza
Al-Naas, a 42-year-old pharmacist, refer-
ring to Gaddafi’s more than four decades
of rule. 

Today, “we wait for hours outside
banks to beg cashiers to give us some of
our own money. Everything is three
times more expensive.” A UN-backed uni-
ty government has struggled to assert its
authority nationwide since arriving in
Tripoli in March, with a rival parliament
in the country’s far east refusing to cede
power to it. On Friday it suffered a new
blow when a rival seized key offices in
the capital and proclaimed the reinstate-
ment of a third administration previously
based in Tripoli.  The turmoil after

Gaddafi’s 2011 fall  has allowed the
Islamic State jihadist group to gain a
foothold on Europe’s doorstep after seiz-
ing the strongman’s hometown of Sirte
in June last year.

Forces loyal to the unity government

have for five months been fighting to
expel the last jihadists from the former IS
stronghold, with support from US air
strikes since early August. With the loyal-
ists weakened by the anti-IS battle,
forces led by a controversial field mar-

shal last month seized key oil terminals
to its east, allowing the National Oil
Company to resume crude exports. The
eastern parliament has thrown its sup-
port behind Khalifa Haftar, who presents
himself as Libya’s savior in the face of a
growing jihadist threat but is a hugely
divisive figure.

‘Chaos or military rule’
While his army has ousted most

jihadists from Benghazi, the birthplace of
the 2011 uprising, his detractors accuse
him of working towards the single goal
of seizing power to establish a new mili-
tary dictatorship. “Libyans are forced to
choose between two extremes: either
chaos with militias and Islamist extrem-
ists as the dominant forces, or military
rule,” said Libya analyst Mohamed Eljarh.
“No other convincing options are on
offer,” added Eljarh, of the Rafiq Hariri
Centre for the Middle East. 

Haftar’s forces have fought for more
than two years to expel jihadists from
second city Benghazi, while pro-GNA
forces are caught up in fighting IS in
Sirte. According to Libya expert Mattia

Toaldo, these rival forces might then
want to extend their influence in other
areas of the country and be met with
tough local resistance. “It is hard to think
that the country will be stabilized any
time soon,” said Toaldo. “Libyans seem to
have swapped a repressive centralized
authoritarianism with a more decentral-
ized and chaotic form of authoritarian-
ism, be it under militias or under the rule
of general Haftar.”

The persistent chaos has also enabled
human traffickers to step up their lucra-
tive trade in the Mediterranean nation,
with hundreds of migrants dreaming of
Europe drowning off the Libyan coast.
And Libya has been the launchpad of
deadly attacks on holidaymakers in
neighboring Tunisia. While some Libyans
mourn an easier life under Gaddafi, oth-
ers stress that the chaos in Libya springs
from decades of mismanagement under
the dictator. “The struggles of Libyans
today are the logical consequence of 42
years of systematic destruction and sab-
otage” by the state, said Abderrahman
Abdelaal, 32, an architect unable to find
work in his field. —AFP 

War-weary Libyans miss life under Gaddafi

Buses collide head-on 
in Pakistan, killing 24 

MULTAN: Two passenger buses collided head-on in cen-
tral Pakistan yesterday, killing 24 people and injuring 69,
officials said. The accident, which occurred on a danger-
ous curve in Khanpur town in Rahim Yar Khan district,
was likely caused by speeding, said police official
Jamshid Shah. Several children, college students and
women were among the victims, Shah said. He said
police and rescue officials were using cutters and to
retrieve bodies trapped inside the two buses. Dr Tasleem
Kamran at a government hospital said the injured were
being treated and that several were reported to be in
critical condition. “We have declared an emergency. 

A North Korean missile 
exploded after lift-off

SEOUL: An explosion almost immediately after launch
was behind the failure of North Korea’s latest test-firing of a
powerful medium-range missile, the South Korean military
confirmed yesterday. North Korea tested a Musudan mis-
sile-capable of hitting US bases as far away as Guam-shortly
after midday Saturday near an air base in the northwestern
city of Kusong. Such launches are usually reported within a
few hours or even minutes by South Korean and US mili-
tary monitors, but the news of Saturday’s test only came
out around 16 hours after the event. “North Korea’s missile
launch failed shortly after lift-off so a considerable amount
of time was needed to analyze it,” a South Korean Joint
Chiefs of Staff official told reporters yesterday. 

Suicide blast kills 10 
in Baghdad’s south

BAGHDAD: A suicide car bomb attack claimed by
the Islamic State group and targeting an Iraqi army
checkpoint south of Baghdad yesterday killed at
least 10 people, security and medical sources said.
The blast in Yusufiya, a frequently targeted area just
south of the capital, also left at least 17 people
wounded, an interior ministry official said. A medic
at the nearby Mahmudiyah hospital said at least four
soldiers were among those killed in the blast. It
came just hours after Iraqi forces launched an offen-
sive to retake second city Mosul, in the north of the
country, from IS. 

Police search German 
schools after threats

BERLIN: Police were searching at least a dozen schools
across Germany after they received threats by email yester-
day, although officials said they didn’t believe the mes-
sages constituted a serious danger. Nine schools in the
eastern city of Leipzig were emailed threats, a police
spokesman said, without giving details of the content of
the messages. Investigators were searching the premises
while students and teachers were told not to leave the site,
he said.  Schools in the western city of Goettingen as well
as the eastern city of Magdeburg also reported receiving
similar messages. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Somalia govt shuts down 
newspaper, arrests editor 

MOGADISHU: Somali security forces shut down a newspaper
and arrested an editor, the Somali journalists’ union said yes-
terday, the latest crackdown in what reporters say is a climate
of intimidation. Intelligence officers stormed the offices of
Xog Ogaal, confiscating computers and cameras, and detained
an editor, Abdi Adan Guled, on Saturday night, the National
Union of Somali Journalists said. It was unclear why Guled was
arrested, but the union said it was the first time the govern-
ment had acted against the paper, which has been publishing
since 1991. Somali authorities did not return calls seeking com-
ment. Security forces and officials frequently detain or threaten
journalists whose coverage has offended them. 

KHANPUR: A Pakistani rescue team works on the
wreckage of a deadly accident involving two buses,
in Khanpur yesterday. —AP 

DUBAI: A top court in Bahrain
yesterday overturned a nine-year
jail term against Shiite opposi-
tion chief cleric Ali Salman, con-
victed of inciting hatred and call-
ing for forceful regime change.
The Court of the Cassation
ordered a retrial of the head of
the Al-Wefaq political formation
before the Appeals Court, said a
judicial source. The same court
overturned three death sen-
tences and seven life imprison-
ment sentences against a group
convicted of killing three police,
including an Emirati officer in a
bomb attack more than two
years ago. 

Salman had been sentenced
in July 2015 to four years in jail
after being convicted of inciting
hatred in the Sunni-ruled Gulf
kingdom. But the appeals court
in May more than doubled his
jail  term to nine years after

reversing an earlier acquittal on
charges of calling for regime
change by force. Salman’s arrest
in December 2014 sparked
protests in Shiite-majority
Bahrain. The cassation court had
rejected a request to release the
cleric earlier this month.

His jail sentence came during
a crackdown on the Gulf nation’s
largest opposition group, which
has been dissolved by a court
order over accusations of “har-
boring terrorism”. Al-Wefaq had
the largest bloc in parliament
before lawmakers walked out in
February 2011 in protest over a
deadly crackdown on Arab
Spring-inspired protests. The
crackdown on Wefaq has drawn
criticism from UN chief Ban Ki-
moon and Bahrain’s allies in
Washington, as well as rights
groups. Hundreds of Shiites have
been arrested and put on trial

since security forces backed by
Saudi-led troops crushed in
March 2011 month-long protests
that demanded democratic
reforms.

Authorities have also stripped
at least 261 people of their citi-
zenship since 2012, according to
the Bahrain Centre for Human
Rights, including the country’s
Shiite spiritual leader Sheikh Isa
Qassim. In the other ruling, the
court of cassation ordered a retri-
al of the case of 10 defendants
found guilty of planting a bomb
in March 2014 in Deih Shiite vil-
lage, which killed an Emirati
police officer and two Bahraini
policemen. The Emirati officer
was part of the Saudi-led Gulf
force. Appeals court had on May
31 upheld the three death sen-
tences and life terms for the oth-
er seven who were also stripped
of their citizenships. — AFP 

This file photo shows Libya’s leader Muammar Gaddafi. — AFP 

Top court overturns jail term 
of Bahrain’s opposition chief

Court of Cassation ordered a retrial

AZ ZINJ, Bahrain: File photo shows a Bahraini cleric (left) walking past
a cardboard cutout bearing the portrait of Sheikh Ali Salman, head of
the Shiite opposition movement Al-Wefaq, during a protest against
his arrest, at Al Wefaq headquarter building, in the village of Zinj. A
top court yesterday overturned a nine-year jail term against Shiite
opposition chief cleric Ali Salman, convicted of inciting hatred and
calling for forceful regime change. — AFP 

Man ‘blows himself up’ in 
Georgia breakaway region

MOSCOW: An unidentified man yesterday blew himself up
at the state-owned TV centre in Abkhazia, a tiny Russian-
backed breakaway region of Georgia, local officials said. “A
man blew himself up on the territory of the TV centre. It
was obviously clear that he had a bomb,” Russian news
agency RIA Novosti quoted Abkhaz interior minister Aslan
Kobakhiya as saying. Interfax news wire reported that the
blast occurred at the entrance to the TV station’s headquar-
ters in the Abkhaz capital Sukhumi. It cited the separatist
region’s emergency services ministry as saying the “corpse
of a bearded man” was found at the scene. 

TRIPOLI: A multitude of rival authorities and fac-
tions are contesting power amid the anarchy that
has gripped Libya since its 2011 revolution which
ousted longtime dictator Muammar Gaddafi.
Below is list of the main warring forces.

Misrata dominates west
Located 200 kilometers east of Tripoli, the city of

Misrata bore the brunt of the violence during the
revolution and is now home to the country’s main
armed groups. The groups, after having inherited
much of the arsenal of the fallen Gaddafi regime,
are the best organized and armed in Libya. Some of
these groups have sided with the UN-backed and
internationally-recognized Government of National
Accord (GNA) as it struggles to exert its authority
beyond Tripoli. They have since mid-May taken part
in an offensive to expel the Islamic State (IS) jihadist
group from the coastal city of Sirte that had been
its stronghold inside Libya.

Misrata groups make up the core of the Fajr
Libya coalition which seized control of Tripoli in the
summer of 2014, ousting their rivals from Zintan
who have since regrouped in their hometown, 170
kilometers to the southwest.  Fajr Libya controls vir-
tually all coastal cities between Misrata and the
Tunisian border as well as southern towns such as
Gharyan, Nalut and Jado in the mainly Berber
mountain range of Nafusa. The tribes of Zintan,
which have been largely isolated, support the con-
troversial anti-Islamist field marshal Khalifa Haftar.

Haftar rules the east
Rival authorities in eastern Libya, which sits on

top of most of the nation’s oil wealth, do not recog-

nize the GNA and have extended their influence to
swathes of territory reaching the south of the
country.  They are supported by the armed forces
under Haftar’s command that in the space of three
days in September seized control of Libya’s “oil cres-
cent”, defeating a force of oil terminal guards which
had announced its allegiance to the GNA. In July
2014, Islamist militias drove Haftar ’s “Libyan
National Army” (LNA) out of second city Benghazi,
1,000 kilometers east of Tripoli, taking refuge in
towns such as Tobruk near the Egyptian border. It
has since recaptured the city but still faces pockets
of resistance from the Shura Council of Benghazi
Revolutionaries, a coalition of anti-Haftar Islamist
militias and radical groups. The LNA is composed
mainly of former army officers from eastern Libya
who defected at the outset of the 2011 revolt,
including air force units and special forces.

Contested south  
The Fezzan region with its oil fields is a smug-

gling hotbed, disputed by a myriad of tribal and
ethnic forces. The factions are allied to Libya’s rival
authorities but regularly switch allegiances. Clashes
often break out between the Toubou minority
allied to Haftar and Tuareg tribes, which largely
control the borders with Algeria, Niger, Chad and
Sudan. Arab tribes such as the Sebha and Koufra
are allied with the authorities in western Libya. A
former Gaddafi-era army officer, Ali Kennah, in a
video posted on the Internet, has vowed to work to
restore security in the south while maintaining
neutrality between the two main camps in Libya’s
power struggle. But the Haftar camp has accused
him of trying to set up a “parallel army”. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces have launched a final push to retake
Mosul from the Islamic State group, which seized the country’s second city
more than two years ago. Here are some of the tactics that will likely be
employed by Iraqi security forces, and those IS may use against them:

Encirclement then assault
Iraqi forces will fight their way to Mosul and then seek to encircle the

city before launching an attack inside it-tactics they have used in opera-
tions to retake other IS-held cities including Ramadi and Tikrit. The eventu-
al assault into Mosul will likely be led by Iraq’s elite counter-terrorism serv-
ice, which has spearheaded most operations against the jihadists. To reach
Mosul, Iraqi forces will have to advance through several dozen kilometers
of IS-held territory, including multiple villages.

The US-led anti-IS coalition will carry out strikes against IS with various
types of aircraft, possibly including Apache attack helicopters. The coalition
has also deployed artillery including cannons and rocket launchers to pro-
vide fire support from the ground. The operation will involve a coalition of
sometimes rival Iraqi forces including soldiers, police, peshmerga forces
from Iraq’s autonomous Kurdish region, and various pro-government para-
military groups. The exact role of the various forces has not been publicly
announced, but there have been reports of an agreement under which nei-
ther the peshmerga nor Iran-backed Shiite militia forces will enter Mosul,
leaving that assault primarily to the Iraqi army. Iraqi forces are equipped
with assault and sniper rifles, light and heavy machineguns, mine-clearing
charges, armored personnel carriers, tanks, various types of artillery, attack
helicopters and aircraft including Su-25 and F-16 jets.

Bombs, human shields 
IS will be vastly outnumbered in the battle and will seek to use hit-and-

run tactics, ambushes, snipers, bombs, berms and trenches to slow down
and bleed Iraqi forces. The jihadists have littered other cities with thou-
sands of bombs, placing them in roads, buildings and houses. The large
civilian population inside Mosul may have limited the locations they could
place explosives, but bombs will still play a major role in IS’s defenses.
Obstacles such as earthen barriers-sometimes with bombs inside-will be
used to slow down Iraqi forces who will need to clear them to advance,
exposing them to ambushes.

IS will target Iraqi troops with suicide bombers wearing explosive vests
or belts, and others driving bomb-rigged vehicles. The jihadists may equip
attackers with rifles as well as bombs, allowing them to attack with guns
and then blow themselves up. The jihadists will likely seek to use Mosul
civilians as human shields to limit air strikes against them, and have also
previously lit fires in an attempt to provide cover from attacking war-
planes. IS seized a large number of armored vehicles, trucks, arms and oth-
er equipment when they overran Mosul and other areas in June 2014, but
it is unclear how much of it has been lost in previous battles that have
driven the jihadists out of much of the territory they seized. IS fighters will
be armed with assault and sniper rifles, light and heavy machineguns,
armored vehicles, possibly including tanks, mortars, and a wide array of
bombs-some planted to be triggered by Iraqi forces, and others set off by
suicide bombers. 

Questions of timing
Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi announced yesterday that operations to

liberate Mosul had begun after already calling an operation to retake
Nineveh province, of which Mosul is the capital, in March this year. The
timing of Abadi’s announcement is in line with predictions by Western offi-
cials, including US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Joe
Dunford, that an offensive would be launched in October.A key require-
ment was the cooperation of peshmerga forces from the autonomous
Kurdish region.  Their leader Massud Barzani said on Saturday that the
time had come to begin operations. Abadi remains on target to keep his
promise that Mosul would be liberated in 2016 but it is still unclear when
Iraqi forces will be in a position to move into the city proper. Paramilitary
forces known as the Hashed Al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation) will also take
part in fighting in the Mosul theatre. While they are ostensibly under
Abadi’s control, the most powerful groups operate with a great deal of
autonomy and with input from Tehran.  — Agencies 

Tactics of battle 
for Iraq’s Mosul

SIRTE, Libya: Members of the forces loyal to Libya’s UN-backed Government of National Accord
(GNA) gather in the coastal city of Sirte, east of the capital Tripoli, during their military operation to
clear the Islamic State group’s (IS) jihadists from the city. — AFP 

The Main forces in 
post-Gaddafi Libya
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SAO PAULO: At least 25 inmates died
Sunday in clashes between two rival fac-
tions in a prison in far northern Brazil, the
latest episode of violence shaking the
country’s underfunded and overcrowded
prison system. Seven of the dead were
beheaded and six burned to death in
fighting at a prison in Boa Vista, the capi-
tal of Roraima state, the news site G1
reported, citing local police. The blood-
shed began when inmates of one wing of
the Agricola de Monte Cristo prison broke
into another wing.

Prisoners were armed with knives and
wooden clubs, an inmate’s wife who was
in the prison when the riot broke out told
G1. Roraima state Secretary of Justice
Uziel Castro said that the fight erupted
during visiting hours, and some 100 rela-
tives of inmates were briefly held hostage.
The rioters demanded that a judge come
to hear their demands. Instead, Special
Operations Police stormed the prison,
released the hostages and regained con-
trol of the site by sundown. “All the
hostages were released,” Castro said,

adding that most of them were women.
The prison, some 3,400 kilometers (2,100
miles) northwest of Rio de Janeiro, is in a
state that borders Venezuela and Guyana.

Violent, overcrowded 
Joana Moura, head of the union of

Roraima penal workers, told the Folha de
Boa Vista newspaper that the incident “is a
reflection of the lack of interest from the
state government” towards the prison sys-
tem. According to Moura, “there is no secu-
rity equipment, there are not enough per-

sonnel for the tasks, and the agents are
working beyond their limits.” Officials from
the coroner’s office were in the prison to
take out the bodies, the newspaper report-
ed. Fights and riots are frequent through-
out Brazil’s overcrowded prison system.
As of the end of 2014, there were 622,000
people imprisoned in Brazil, according to
a Ministry of Justice report, which added
that most of the prisoners are black
males. Brazil has the world’s fourth largest
prison population, the report said, after
the United States, China and Russia.

Human Rights groups have long com-
plained about the deplorable conditions
in Brazilian prisons. 

In late May, 14 inmates died in prisons
in the northeastern state of Ceara, which
led the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights to issue a statement
expressing their concern over prison vio-
lence and urged structural reforms. In a
separate incident in September, some 200
inmates rioted and escaped from the
overpopulated Jardinopolis prison in Sao
Paulo state. —AFP 

25 inmates killed in Brazil prison clash

HILLSBOROUGH: Authorities are investigating
after a local Republican Party office in North
Carolina was set on fire in what a state GOP offi-
cial called an act of “political terrorism.” A bottle
filled with flammable l iquid was thrown
through the window of the Orange County
Republican Party headquarters overnight,
according to a Sunday news release from the
town of Hillsborough. The flammable substance
that was thrown into the office ignited and
damaged the interior before burning out. No
one was injured.

In addition to the fire, the news release said
an adjacent building was spray-painted with the
words: “Nazi Republicans leave town or else.”
Another business owner discovered the dam-
age Sunday morning. The Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives was working
with local investigators. State GOP executive
director Dallas Woodhouse said people some-
times work after-hours and he felt lucky no one
was there at the time. He said the bottle
appeared to have landed on or near the couch
where volunteers sometimes take naps. “They
are working around the clock. It is a miracle that
nobody was killed,” he said in an interview, call-
ing the fire an act of “political terrorism.”

He said Republican offices around the state
were re-examining their security. On Sunday
afternoon, the walls of the multi-room office
were covered in black char, and a couch against
one wall had been burned down to its springs.
Shattered glass covered the floor, and melted
campaign yard signs showed warped lettering.
The graffiti had been covered in paint. The vio-
lent act in the key battleground state was con-
demned by public figures across the political
spectrum. Hillary Clinton, the Democratic nomi-

nee for president, said on Twitter that the attack
“is horrific and unacceptable. Very grateful that
everyone is safe.”

Republican nominee Donald Trump blamed
the act on Democrats in a Tweet and he also
encouraged local Republicans, saying: “With you
all the way, will never forget. Now we have to
win.  Proud of you all!”

At a news conference, Woodhouse urged
Republicans to respond peacefully by turning
out to vote in November. He said he’d received
messages of support from Democrats.

Orange County GOP chairman Daniel Ashley
told reporters no one had previously made vio-
lent threats against the office several miles from

the town’s historic square. Tom Stevens, mayor
of the town about 40 miles northwest of
Raleigh, said it was fortunate the fire didn’t burn
the office and other adjacent buildings that are
decades old to the ground. Stevens, a
Democrat, said the act doesn’t represent the
character of Orange County,  which also
includes much of Chapel Hill and the University
of Nor th Carolina campus.  Registered
Democrats outnumber Republicans by a 3-1
margin in the county that picked President
Barack Obama by a lopsided margin in the 2012
election. “I’d like to believe we aspire to respect
hearing differing views,” Stevens said in an
interview. “This is very troubling.”_—AP 

North Carolina’s GOP 

local office set ablaze 
An act of ‘political terrorism’

HILLSBOROUGH: A burned couch is shown next to warped campaign signs at the Orange
County Republican Headquarters in Hillsborough, NC. — AP 

PODGORICA: Montenegro’s veteran
premier Milo Djukanovic appeared
likely to extend his long term in office
yesterday after coming first in elec-
tions marred by the arrest of 20 Serbs
accused of planning attacks. With vir-
tually all votes counted, Djukanovic’s
Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS)
had won more than 40 percent-more
than double than that of the main
opposition Democratic Front.
However, he fell short of an overall
majority, meaning he will have to
begin long coalition negotiations,
sparking fears of political instability in
the country of 620,000 people.

Two other parties, Kljuc (Key) and
the Democrats of Montenegro, won
ten percent each, according to the
results of Sunday’s vote, which was
seen as a choice between closer ties
with the West or with long-time ally
Russia.  Tensions were already running
high over Djukanovic’s plans to forge
closer ties with the EU and NATO and
were further inflamed after the dra-
matic arrest of the 20 Serbs.
Authorities said the Serbs-with retired
police chief Bratislav Dikic allegedly at
the helm-plotted to seize the prime
minister and parliament and proclaim
victory for the opposition. “We suspect
that this criminal group was aiming to
arrest the prime minister of

Montenegro,” the prosecutor’s office
said. “The plan was to attack citizens
gathered outside parliament, as well
as police, during the announcement of
the results, and then take control of
parliament and proclaim victory for
the opposition,” it said.The pro-Russian
opposition branded the arrests as
propaganda, while Serbian Prime
Minister Aleksander Vucic said he “per-
sonally did not believe” in the plot. “I
would like to see and hear serious
information that he (Dikic) was plan-
ning terrorist acts,” Vucic said, accord-
ing to the Tanjug news agency. Vucic
had previously questioned the timing
of the alleged plot. “I find it curious
that this is happening today, and that’s
all I’ll say... As for the rest, it would be
better for me to bite my tongue.”

PM under pressure
Djukanovic, 54, is the only Balkan

leader to have held onto power since
the collapse of Yugoslavia began in
the early 1990s, serving several times
as prime minister and once as presi-
dent in the country. But analysts say
he is now under pressure, with critics
accusing his government of cronyism,
corruption and links to organized
crime. His win without a majority will
likely usher in a lengthy period of
negotiation and a “period of instabili-

ty”, said political analyst Srdjan
Vukadinovic. The results should hand
Djukanovic 36 seats in the 81-seat par-
liament, meaning he will have to court
parties representing Croatian, Bosnian
and Albanian minorities. Turnout was
around 72 percent and international
observers were set to reveal their find-
ings about the running of the election
later. Barricades have been erected near
parliament, apparently to protect the
building against any post-election vio-
lence.  Opposition leader Mandic urged
his supporters to stay calm and Interior
Minister Goran Danilovic, who belongs
to an opposition party, urged voters not
to head into the streets to celebrate.

‘Russian colony?’
One of the six founding republics of

the former Yugoslavia, Montenegro
joined a loose union with Serbia after
the Yugoslav breakup. This ended in
2006, when the country narrowly vot-
ed in favor of independence, and rela-
tions with Serbia have been fraught
ever since. Montenegro was invited to
join NATO in December, and ratifica-
tion of the deal will be put to the next
parliament. But the issue profoundly
divides the country, prompting
reminders of the bonds with Russia
and the alliance’s 1999 bombing of
Yugoslavia.  — AFP

MONTREAL: Justin Trudeau hasn’t been
alone as his star rises in the political
world-whether visiting China’s Great Wall,
dining at the White House or marching in
Toronto’s gay pride parade, he’s often
joined by his family who have helped
cement his reputation as a down-to-earth
everyman. Upon taking office one year
ago, the prime minister set the tone:
Although he’s Canada’s leader, he’s also a
father with a young family. Wife Sophie,
nine-year-old Xavier, seven-year-old Ella-
Grace and two-year-old Hadrien have
done their part to bolster dad’s political
career.

The children seemed unaffected by
the glare of the media at Trudeau’s swear-
ing-in, while trick-or-treating on
Halloween, or during foreign trips on gov-
ernment business. “Justin explored the
world when he was young,” when his
father Pierre Trudeau was prime minister
and similarly grew up in the limelight,
said Alex Marland, a politics professor at
Memorial University in Newfoundland.
His carefree “flower child” mother and sib-
lings were also used to bolster the prime
minister’s image, Marland said, shown at
the elder Trudeau’s side when he greeted
Queen Elizabeth II or Fidel Castro.

“Justin Trudeau grew up with the
media, and his wife (a former television
host) has obviously a lot of experience
with the media too,” Marland said. Sophie
Gregoire-Trudeau has a natural elegance
and has helped promote Canadian fash-
ions by wearing pieces by local designers.
Days after the Liberals’ election win, the
couple were featured on the cover of
Vogue magazine gazing deeply and
affectionately into each other’s eyes. “It’s
celebrity politics,” said Myriam Durocher, a
communications researcher at the
University of Montreal. The couple and
their three children evoke traditional fam-
ily values, she said.

Please don’t call me Madame
PG Forest, director of the School of

Public Policy at the University of Calgary,
says Trudeau has what he calls “the
Hollywood factor.” “Part of his personal
appeal and very high approval rating is
his ability to relate to anybody,” he added.
“It ’s fascinating.” In the spring, the
Trudeaus traveled to Washington for a
state dinner hosted by US President
Barack Obama, which drew not only sen-
ior government officials but also stars
from Hollywood and American music.
Aged 44 and 41, Justin and Sophie
embody a new generation in Canadian
politics. At a Gay Pride event in Vancouver
this summer, Justin pushed Hadrian in a
stroller while Xavier and Ella-Grace
marched alongside their mother seem-
ingly unfazed by the gaze of the huge
crowd around them. “Publicity and poli-
tics go hand in hand, and in order to have
a public profile you must promote a pub-
lic image,” Durocher said. Trudeau, she
says, has nurtured his image as modern
leader. She also points out that Trudeau
taps into deep emotions with the public,
for example, when he stepped down
from the plane that brought him to
Washington with Hadrien in his arms, or
when he and his wife dressed as Star Wars
characters to take their children trick-or-
treating on Halloween.

Trudeau uses social media platforms
like Facebook and Instagram (or WeChat
and Weibo during a visit to China) to
reach younger generations. He poses will-
ingly with strangers for selfies. His wife is
now catching up, having launched
Facebook and Instagram accounts only a
few days ago.  “Today is a first! For the
past decade or so, I’ve resisted getting on
social media in every way... It’s time,” she
wrote in her inaugural post. Her Facebook
cover photo is a goofy family photo, and
she signed her first post “Sophie (please
don’t call me Madame).” — AFP 

Justin Trudeau, Sophie and the 

kids: Canada’s political family

Montenegro ruling party 

ahead in tense elections

PODGORICA: Montenegrin Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic and leader of ruling Democratic Party of Socialists
speaks to his supporters after parliamentary elections in Podgorica yesterday. — AFP 



I N T E R N AT I O N A L
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

KIGALI: The last king of Rwanda, Kigeli V,
who ruled the east African nation for less
than a year before being forced into exile,
finally settling in the United States, died
early Sunday according to his official web-
site. He was 80. Born Jean-Baptiste
Ndahindurwa, King Kigeli came to power
in 1959 and was forced to leave the coun-
try the following year after clashing with
the Belgian colonial power. In 1961, the
monarchy was abolished. The king began
a life of exile in east Africa, including
Kenya and Uganda, before leaving for
America, where he settled in the suburbs
of Washington in 1992.

Details of his death were not immedi-
ately known. “It is with a very heavy heart
that we announce that His Majesty King
Kigeli V Ndahindurwa, the last King of
Rwanda, died early this morning,” read a
statement on his website. “He was a
devout and dedicated believer and the
last anointed African Roman Catholic king
to reign over a full country.” Funeral
arrangements, and details on the heir to

the throne will be announced at a later
date, the statement said. King Kigeli had
come to power after succeeding his half-
brother Mutara III, who died in unclear cir-
cumstances on the eve of the Hutu “social
revolution” which sent hundreds of thou-
sands of ethnic Tutsi fleeing.

Most of them did not return home to
Rwanda until after the 1994 genocide,
which left some 800,000 dead, mostly from
that minority. Kigeli V is a Tutsi, but the tra-
dition is that the monarchy represent all
Rwandans of all ethnicities. In September
1961, the monarchy was abolished by ref-
erendum and Rwanda gained independ-
ence the following year. While in the
United States, the exiled monarch led the
King Kigeli V Foundation to aid Rwandan
refugees. A 2013 profile in Washingtonian
magazine, found him living in subsidized
housing, on food stamps and donations, in
Oakton, Virginia, happy to hand out choco-
lates to neighbors’ children. “They call me
the King of Africa,” Kigeli said of the neigh-
bors, in that report. — AFP

DONETSK: Ukraine’s pro-Russian rebels
announced three days of mourning yes-
terday after notorious rebel commander
Arseny Pavlov, known as “Motorola”, was
killed in a lift bombing. The 33-year-old
Russian died late on Sunday when a
homemade device exploded in the lift at
the entrance to his block of flats in the de
facto rebel capital Donetsk, separatist
authorities said. It was the latest in a
string of assassinations of insurgent com-
manders, with rebel chief Alexander
Zakharchenko blaming it on Kiev,
describing it as a declaration of “war” by
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko.
But other separatists said the bombing
may have been part of an internal power
struggle among the rebels, who Kiev and
the West say are directed by Russia.  

“Either it’s an operation staged by the
Ukrainian services or it was one of us,”
said a fighter in the Sparta battalion
which had been led by Pavlov.  Ukrainian

military spokesman Andriy Lysenko said
yesterday that Pavlov’s death meant he
had escaped “inevitable punishment in
the form of life imprisonment”.  “He sim-
ply got lucky,” Lysenko said. An army vet-
eran from Russia’s Komi region, Pavlov-
who fought in the second Chechen war-
joined the fighting that broke out in east
Ukraine in April 2014 as a volunteer, ris-
ing to prominence after appearing on
Russian TV broadcasts. 

Flowers, glowing tributes 
In a 2015 interview, he famously

boasted of having shot 15 Ukrainian pris-
oners of war, prompting calls for an
investigation by Amnesty International.
And in June this year, he reportedly sur-
vived another assassination attempt.  His
death was widely reported by Russian
state media, which paid glowing tribute
to him.  Yesterday morning, the crime
scene was ringed by armed rebel fighters

who refused to let reporters through,
saying investigators were at work.
Several pensioners came to lay flowers
outside the block of flats.  Three people
who witnessed the explosion told AFP
Pavlov’s bodyguard was also killed,
although this has not been confirmed by
rebel officials.   Fighting in east Ukraine-
which has claimed nearly 10,000 lives-
has dragged on despite a peace plan
brokered by Germany and France, which
has run around amid acrimony between
Russia and Ukraine.  Kiev yesterday said
one soldier was killed and seven injured
in the latest clashes. Pavlov is the latest of
rebel leader to be killed in the war-torn
region controlled by heavily-armed mili-
tias. Earlier attacks have seen pro-Russian
warlords blown up by car bombs and anti-
tank missiles in spectacular mob-style hits
that the rebel leadership blamed on Kiev
but which many put down to separatist
power struggles. — AFP 

Notorious warlord killed in eastern Ukraine

MALAKAL: At least 56 rebels and four govern-
ment troops were killed in heavy weekend clash-
es in northeastern South Sudan, in a worrying
surge of violence in the world’s youngest nation.
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA)
spokesman Brigadier General Lul Ruai Koang
said Monday that rebels aligned with former vice
president Riek Machar attacked government
troops near the country’s second largest city of
Malakal.  

Violence between Machar’s supporters and

troops loyal to his bitter political foe President
Salva Kiir, has blighted the nation for much of its
hard-won independence from Sudan, achieved
in 2011. “The rebels of Riek Machar attacked us
in two places of our defense, that is Wajwok and
Lelo, and we heavily impacted on them. The
dead bodies of the rebels confirmed after count
was 56,” the spokesman said, adding that the
clashes began Friday evening and ended on

Saturday.
“On our side we lost four SPLA fighters and

twenty were wounded.” Forces loyal to Kiir invit-
ed journalists to the region on Sunday to show
they were in control of the area, and an AFP pho-
tographer reported seeing up to 40 bodies in
the places he could access. However Major
Dickson Gatluak with the rebel SPLA In
Opposition (SPLA-IO) insisted his forces were in
control of the two towns as well as the northern
part of Upper Nile state. “What we are trying to

do now is, our forces are trying our level best to
try to march to Malakal town. So our forces are
not yet displaced from those areas and this is
not true,” he said.

Malakal is the closest town to the oil fields in
the Upper Nile region which bring in govern-
ment’s biggest revenue, and has changed hands
several times since fighting broke out in 2013.
Gatluak said fighting was ongoing, although the

AFP photographer reported it was calm on
Sunday. “It is just a matter of time (before) our
forces will take Malakal ... we have realized that
there is no political settlement in Juba, there is
not any political space in Juba so we have to
organize ourselves because the government has
failed,” he said. 

‘On the edge of a precipice’ 
South Sudan, which gained independence in

July 2011, descended into war just two and a
half years later when Kiir in December 2013
accused Machar-who he had sacked as his
deputy-of plotting a coup.  Kiir is a member of
the Dinka tribe, while Machar is a Nuer, and
fighting has split the country along ethnic lines.
Numerous attempts to shore up a fragile 2015
truce have failed, and in a major setback to
peace efforts, fierce clashes erupted in Juba on
July 8 this year between Kiir’s forces and those
loyal to Machar.  

The international community has expressed
deep concern over a spread in violence since the
July clashes, which pushed the number of
refugees from the war-scarred nation past the
one-million mark, according to the UNHCR. In a
further blow to peace hopes, Machar last month
urged “a popular armed resistance” against his
rival’s government. Machar, who fled to
Khartoum after the July fighting, last week left
for South Africa for medical tests. An influential
group of South Sudanese politicians known as
the ‘former detainees’ after their arrest when war
broke out in 2013, warned last week that “the
country is on the edge of a precipice”.

And in a sign of growing frustration in the
region with the warring leaders of South Sudan,
Kenyan lawmakers last week threatened sanc-
tions. Defense and Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman, Ndung’u Gethenji, said lawmakers
were mulling sanctions “against those who are
perpetuating war-like activities, genocide and
killing (so that they) may no longer enjoy having
their assets in our country, their children study-
ing in our schools in relative comfort in peace
and security while they continue to destroy the
lives of their people back in their own country.
“Kenya can no longer afford to have another
failed state on its border,” he said.— AFP 

DONETSK: In this file photo, Donetsk People’s Republic platoon commander
Arsen Pavlov, also known as Motorola, rides a bike at a checkpoint blocking the
major highway which links Kharkiv, outside Slovyansk, eastern Ukraine.
Separatist rebels in eastern Ukraine say a notorious warlord has been killed in a
bombing in the rebel stronghold of Donetsk. — AP 

60 killed as South 

Sudan war rages 
A worrying surge of violence in world’s youngest nation

MALAKAL: Soldiers of the Sudan People Liberation Army (SPLA) patrol near to dead bodies of
rebel soldiers in Lelo, outside Malakal, northern South Sudan. — AFP 

ABS, YEMEN: An elderly man walks next to his donkey at a camp for internally dis-
placed people near the town of Abs, located on Yemen’s western coastal plain below
towering desert mountains. — AP 

ABS, Yemen: The cornfield is dotted with
tents, mud-brick shelters and huts made of
sticks and plastic sheets, home to around
900 Yemenis who fled the front-lines of
their country’s war.  Buried in the field’s soil
are the bodies of loved ones they carried
with them as they escaped. Around 30
miles to the north near the border with
Saudi Arabia, their hometown Haradh lies
emptied of people and largely destroyed
by fighting as Yemeni rebels and Saudi
forces bombard each other with rockets
and missiles across the frontier.

“I am still in disbelief,” said Moussa Al-
Shibani, a farmer now living in the corn-
field, known as Al-Makhzan camp. “I was
stable in my land, my town, among my
family. I never thought to leave. My home is
a piece of me.” Al-Makhzan camp, located
on Yemen’s western coastal plain below
towering desert mountains, is just one
small corner of misery in the humanitarian
crisis that has overwhelmed this country.
More than 3 million of the country’s 26 mil-
lion people have been driven from their
homes; entire towns have been wiped out
under airstrikes; other cities have come
under crippling sieges by Houthi forces.
Hunger has become widespread.

The war began when the Shiite rebels
known as Houthis based in the north
seized the capital Sanaa. In March 2015,
Saudi Arabia and its Gulf allies launched a
campaign of airstrikes against the rebels.
More than 4,000 civilians have been killed
in airstrikes or in ground fighting between
the rebels and fighters backing the interna-
tionally recognized president. Haradh had
once been relatively prosperous, benefiting
from cross-border trade and smuggling.

Some 11,500 families
Now the main street is lined with lev-

eled buildings, according to footage aired
on Yemeni TV. Most residents - some 11,500
families - fled in the summer of 2015, scat-
tering to various nearby areas.  Some came
to the field outside the town of Abs, and its
owner let them set up shacks, which has
since grown into Al-Makhzan camp. Leila, a
grandmother with a traditional tattoo on

her forehead, said her home was flattened
in an airstrike. As her family fled, they car-
ried with them the bodies of two of her
children and a friend killed in the strike. 

They are now buried in the field. “We’re
worth nothing, not even the palm of a
hand,” she said, using a local expression
that means a tiny amount. In Al-Makhzan,
barefoot children roam the field. The men
are jobless. There are no medical facilities.
The closest hospital was in Abs, a half-hour
drive away. Few could afford the car fare for
that. Then in August an airstrike destroyed
the Abs hospital, so now the nearest med-
ical facility is even farther, three hours
away. Several elderly people over 80 years
bedridden in their shacks said they are just
waiting to die, too weak to seek help for ail-
ments.

Every three months, aid from UN agen-
cies arrives. The residents need everything
but most of all, food, said Al-Shibani, who
now acts as an aid coordinator. Many are
living on just bread and tea. Al-Shibani left
the Haradh area with his and his brothers’
families after an airstrike hit a gas station
next to his house. He later returned to take
care of his sheep and a plot of land where
he grew vegetables. He found the whole
area deserted, his land littered with muni-
tions and cluster bombs. “I was the only
one left,” he said. “There is nothing but a
battlefield.” Rebel fighters told him it was
better for him to leave.

Motta Ali Arfag built a mud-brick shelter
with her own hands in Al-Makhzan for her
family - her parents, husband and three
children. Her brother lives nearby in a shack
with his family. Now Arfag is four months
pregnant with another child. “I don’t want
children anymore ... not at a time of war,”
she said. Her kids become terrified and
unable to sleep when warplanes fly over-
head. Yahia Gaber’s four daughters have
suffered psychological trauma from the
bombings. His daughter Beshayer, nearly
15, bites people, tears her hair and slaps
her own face. Doctors told them there’s
nothing that could be done, Gaber said,
adding his own explanation: “They have
been struck by devils.”— AP 

Town destroyed, displaced 

Yemenis languish in a field

PARIS: Former French president Francois
Mitterrand’s mistress and mother of the daugh-
ter he kept hidden for 20 years blamed her “sub-
missive” upbringing for agreeing to “accept the
unacceptable”, in an interview broadcast yester-
day. Anne Pingeot told France Culture radio that
growing up in a conservative Catholic house-
hold in southwest France she was taught that “a
woman should be submissive and have no intel-
lectual life.” “My family was one or two genera-
tions behind the times. This was the countryside,
it was very reactionary, very right-wing... Farmers
in the area were still harvesting with scythes.”

The great love of Mitterrand’s life, who last
week published the 1,218 love letters she
received from him over the course of their pas-
sionate 33-year affair, said it took the Socialist
leader to “help me advance in another direction.”
“At the same time that submissive side led me to
accept the inacceptable,” the 73-year-old former
museum director said. Pingeot was just 14 when
her father, a car firm executive, brought
Mitterrand home after a round of golf in
Hossegor, a seaside resort in southwest France.
Mitterrand, who was married to Danielle and
had two children, was just a year younger than
her father. But he and Pingeot were instantly
smitten. “He left an indelible impression,” she
said.

Six years later they began an affair that con-
tinued throughout his 1981-1985 presidency
until his death of prostate cancer in 1996.
Mitterrand’s intensely intimate, beautifully writ-
ten letters to his lovers were published last week
under the title “Lettres a Anne (Letters to Anne),
1962-1995.” The intensely private Pingeot said
she agreed to make the letters public to ensure
they were not published “in the wrong way”. “I
don’t know if I did the right thing,” she said of the
book, which has catapulted her back into the
spotlight, more than 20 years after Mitterrand’s
death.

Silent heroine
Mitterrand’s affair with Pingeot was an open

secret among reporters who covered his presi-
dency, bound by an unwritten French code of
respect for the private lives of public figures. The
public was, however, oblivious to his double life
as head of state and a man mad about a woman
and a child with whom he spent much of his free
time and holidays. 

It was not until late 1994, a few months
before he left office, that the existence of
Mazarine was revealed in a picture on the front

cover of Paris Match magazine, on the eve of her
20th birthday.  A little over a year later, Mazarine
and her mother were among the mourners at
Mitterrand’s funeral,  alongside Danielle.
Mazarine Pingeot, now 41 and a professor of
philosophy, broke her silence on her childhood
in 2010 with a book “Bouche Cousue” (which
translates as “My Lips Are Sealed”). In the book
she described her mother as “the heroine of a
film that no one will ever see”. — AFP 

Mitterrand mistress blames her 

silence on submissive childhood

PARIS: This file photo shows late French President Francois Mitterrand (3rd-left), standing
beside Valery Giscard d’Estaing (left) and Francoise Cachin (right) as they listen to chief curator
at the Musee D’Orsay Anne Pingeot (In Red) during the inauguration of the museum in Paris.
The world has long known that Francois Mitterrand had a 33-year affair that produced his
daughter Mazarine, but only now can the fervor of the love between the then French president
and his mistress be revealed. — AFP 

Rwanda last king, 

Kigeli V dies at 80
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BANGKOK: A 96-year-old former general has
become temporary regent after Thailand’s Crown
Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn, in a surprise move,
delayed his own proclamation as king following the
death of his beloved father. So who is the regent,
Prem Tinsulanonda?

A 96-year-old regent?
That may raise eyebrows outside Thailand but

Prem is astonishingly spry, frequently attending roy-
al engagements, delivering speeches and moving
around without help. His installation as temporary
head of the revered and influential monarchy further
cements his status as one of the shrewdest and most
powerful players in the Machiavellian game of Thai
politics. Born in the southern province of Songkhla
in 1920, he stormed up the army ranks during the
Cold War and was promoted above his seniors to
army chief in 1978. Two years later, he assumed pow-
er in what was widely viewed as a silent coup
endorsed by the king and queen. His 1980-1988
spell as premier was a rare period of political and
economic stability, contrasting with the tumultuous
years of coups and counter-coups preceding it. Prem
later led the Privy Council of late King Bhumibol
Adulyadej-who died last Thursday after a 70-year
reign-making him the monarch’s closest adviser and
gatekeeper.

Why is he regent? 
Because the law says so. Past dynastic changes

often sparked periods of intense instability as com-
peting princes battled for the throne.The 1924 suc-

cession law, and Thailand’s constitution, attempted
to end that by mandating that until the next king is
proclaimed, the Privy Council’s head automatically
becomes acting regent until a solution is found.
Senior junta official Wissanu Krea-ngam assured
Thais over the weekend that Prem’s elevation to
regent was temporary and followed Vajiralongkorn’s
request to be given time to mourn his father and
prepare for the trappings of kingship before being
formally proclaimed.

Why does this matter?
Bhumibol was the only king most Thais had

known and he was revered as a moral anchor in a
country riven by political and class divides.  So his
death inevitably causes grief and anxiety among mil-
lions of  subjects. A delay in proclaiming his desig-
nated successor doesn’t help.The elite acknowl-
edged these concerns on Saturday, when military
junta leader Prayut Chan-O-Cha said the crown
prince told him Thailand’s people should not “be
confused or worry about the country’s administra-
tion or the succession”.

How long will this last?
The prince has indicated his desired to be pro-

claimed king at the “appropriate” time after mourn-
ing, but it remains unclear how long that will take.
Prayut has said the proclamation will occur after reli-
gious and funeral rites are completed, but he gave
no timeframe. The crown prince, who spends much
of his time outside the kingdom, has yet to attain his
father’s widespread popularity.

Impact on Thailand
Both as prime minister in the 1980s and later as

head of the Privy Council, Prem cemented the mili-

tary’s self-designated role as protector of the monar-
chy through his remarkable relationship with
Bhumibol. “He was able to make the military into a
mechanism for the monarchy but keep the military
as a powerful institution in Thai politics,” Paul
Chambers, an expert on Thailand’s military said. Since
the end of absolute monarchy in 1932, Thailand has
seen 12 successful military coups. Prem has instigat-
ed or had a hand in five of them, said Chambers.  The
most recent came in 2014, toppling the democrati-
cally elected government of Yingluck Shinawatra, sis-
ter of telecoms billionaire and former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra who was himself ousted in a
2006 coup.  

Prem-Thaksin relations 
They are believed to be bitter foes. Thaksin was

loved by Thailand’s rural and urban poor, especially
in the long-neglected north and northeast, and won
resounding election victories.  But he was loathed by
Bangkok’s military and aristocratic elite who saw him
as a corrupt populist threatening their power base.
Pavin Chachavalpongpun, a Thai politics expert at
Kyoto University in Japan, said Thaksin became “the
number one threat” to the royalist elite and that
“Prem helped remove him” in 2006. For the next
eight years Thailand was battered by political strife-
including deadly violence-pitting Shinawatra family
supporters against the military-royal elite until the
2014 coup brought Prayut to power. The generals
say they acted to restore stability, but critics say the
coup was partly a move to ensure the military held
control during the royal succession. — AFP 

Who is Thailand’s 96-year-old royal regent?

YANGON: Searchers have recovered 32 bodies
after an overloaded ferry sank in central
Myanmar and expect to find dozens more dead,
officials said yesterday, as workers began raising
the boat from the riverbed. A total of 154 peo-
ple were rescued alive after the ferry sank early
Saturday on the Chindwin River, about 72 kilo-
meters north of the city of Monywa. But res-
cuers have found only bloated corpses floating
in the water since then, and fear the toll could
reach 100 once they raise the craft. 

“So far we have recovered 32 dead bodies,”
said Sa Willy Frient, director of the local relief
and resettlement department who is oversee-
ing the operation. “We are trying to raise the
boat using a crane after tying it with strong
ropes. After we lift it out, the death toll will be
higher.” Sa Willy Frient estimated 240-250 peo-
ple-around 100 more than its capacity-were on
the boat, along with heavy cargo. 

Survivor Hnin Lei Yee, a 27-year-old school-

teacher, was travelling with her husband and
one -year-old daughter to celebrate the
Buddhist Thadingyut festival with her family.
Her baby was killed in the disaster. She still does
not know her husband’s fate. “It happened very
fast,” she told AFP. “The window was open so I
had a chance to get out of the boat.” “I cannot
swim so I had to hold on to a plastic float and
finally the rescue boat came to save my life.” “In
the morning, I heard there was a dead child in
the hospital and I went there. I saw my daughter
dead,” she said, weeping. Some 30 teachers
were thought to be among the passengers,
along with dozens of students from Monywa
university and workers heading home for
Thadingyut.

Four arrested
“I am really so sorry,” said Sai Khaing Myo

Tun, vice president of Myanmar’s teachers’ fed-
eration. “This incident has terrified us very

much.” “The teachers often have to use such
unsafe transportation, especially when they
(come to) get their monthly salary.” Four of the
boat’s staff have been arrested and will face
legal action. Authorities are still hunting for one
crew member and the ferry’s owner.

Local lawmaker Shwin Htay said people were
devastated by the scale of the disaster as he
called for the boat operators to face justice. “I
have never known of a boat sinking where so
many people have died in this area,” he said.
Boat accidents are common in Myanmar.
People living along the nation’s long coastline
and flood-prone river systems rely heavily on
often overcrowded ferries for transport. At
least 21 people, including nine children, died
in April after a boat capsized off the coast of
Myanmar’s western state of Rakhine. In March
last year at least 52 people lost their lives off
the west coast when an overloaded ferry sank
in rough waters. — AFP 

BANGKOK: This file photo shows Thai General
Prem Tinsulanonda during a gala dinner for the
Royal Thai Army Day at the Thai Army Club in
Bangkok. The surprise decision by Thailand’s
Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn to delay
being officially proclaimed the new king follow-
ing the death of his beloved father has resulted
in a 96-year-old former general becoming the
temporary regent. — AFP 

32 bodies found in Myanmar 
ferry disaster; toll mounts

A total of 154 people rescued 

DHAKA: Bangladesh police said yester-
day they have arrested the main suspect
in the murders of a gay activist and a sec-
ular blogger who wrote against radical
Islam. They say Rashidun Nabi is the main
suspect in the murder of 26-year-old law
student and blogger Nazimuddin Samad
and gay activist Xulhaz Mannan, who
were brutally hacked to death in April.
Bangladesh has seen a spate of gruesome
attacks on secular activists, religious
minorities, bloggers, gay rights activists
and foreigners, many of whom have been
hacked to death with machetes. 

Counter-terrorism officers said they
detained Nabi at a bus station in the capi-
tal Dhaka, alleging he was the ringleader
in Samad’s killing. “Five people including
Rashidun Nabi took part in Samad’s
killing,” said Monirul Islam, head of Dhaka
police’s counter-terrorism unit. “They all
carried sharp weapons and one carried a
firearm. They hacked Nazimuddin with
the sharp weapons and later shot him

when people started to gather around,”
he told reporters.

Dhaka police spokesman Masudur
Rahman said Nabi was also a suspect in
Mannan’s murder, and in an attack on
publisher Ahmedur Rashid Tutul. A police
statement said Nabi was a member of
Ansar al-Islam, also known as Ansarullah
Bangla Team, which purports to be the
Bangladesh branch of Al Qaeda in the
Indian subcontinent. Ansar is one of two
homegrown extremist outfits accused in
the recent wave of murders, and had
claimed responsibility for Samad’s killing.
Nabi’s arrest was announced hours after
Bangladesh executed a militant leader of
the outlawed Jamayetul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) over a 2005 blast that
killed two judges. 

The government has blamed JMB for a
deadly July 1 attack in an upmarket
Dhaka cafe where 22 people, mostly for-
eigners, were killed by suspected mili-
tants. — AFP

MONYWA, Myanmar: Government rescue personnel from the Myanmar Fire Services Department transport a victim’s body during a search
operation after a ferry capsized on the Chindwin River near Monywa city in Sagaing region. — AFP 

Bangladesh arrests suspect 
in secular activist murders

MOSCOW: Police in bullet-proof vests
guard a military court for the terrorism trial
of Varvara Karaulova, a slim 20-year-old
with braided hair who clutches a page of
handwritten notes. Karaulova was studying
philosophy at the renowned Moscow State
University when she tried to enter Syria last
year after falling in love online with an
Islamic State fighter. Karaulova’s trial on ter-
rorist-related charges is the most high-pro-
file yet of a Russian heading to Syria-where
Moscow warplanes are bombing in support
of ally President Bashar Al-Assad-and sup-
porters say authorities are using her to
send out a warning. A large number of the
foreign fighters with the jihadist IS group in
Syria are from Russia, and Moscow claims
2,700 of its nationals and citizens from oth-
er ex-Soviet republics have been killed in
the anti-IS operation. But most of those
from Russia fighting in Syria come from
Muslim communities principally in the
volatile North Caucasus region. 

‘I didn’t join anything’
As an ethnic Russian woman from a priv-

ileged background, Karaulova is a rarity.
She is charged with preparing to partici-
pate in a “terrorist organization” and if con-
victed faces up to five years in jail with the
verdict expected in a week or two. She is
pleading not guilty, arguing she never
intended to fight but simply wanted to be
with the man she loved. In court she is
known as Alexandra Ivanova after chang-
ing her name to try to avoid media atten-
tion.  “I didn’t join anything, I’m not a terror-
ist and absolutely never intended to
become one,” she said at the opening of
the trial on October 5, quoted by Interfax
news agency. Her defense lawyer Sergei
Badamshin said the justice system is mak-
ing an example of her, even though “fami-
lies of terrorists are not punished in our
country.” “This is undoubtedly a show trial,”
he said. “Unfortunately, they chose a victim
who has nothing to do with IS’s terrorist

activities.” “Why it was her-I can’t say.”

‘Winner in life’
Karaulova grew up in a middle-class fam-

ily in a leafy area of Moscow and left school
with all A grades, Badamshin said. “She’s a
winner in life.”  Then Karaulova  became
interested in Islam and began wearing a
headscarf, and on May 27, 2015, she disap-
peared. Her father reported her missing and
traced her to Turkey, where she and a group
of other women were caught by border
guards as they attempted to cross into Syria.
After her return to Russia in a blaze of pub-
licity, investigators initially said she had
committed no crime. But almost half a year
later, she was detained and charged. She is
being held in the notorious Lefortovo jail
under tight supervision, her lawyer said. At
the trial held in Moscow District Military
Court, Karaulova speaks clearly but briefly,
and keeps a copy of the Criminal Code on
the seat in her glass cage. At one point a wit-
ness described her as weighing around 75
kilograms and she flares up: “Did the witness
weigh me?” She refuses to answer questions
about her religious views, but is now bare-
headed and wears colorful dresses, her eyes
ringed in dark liner.

First love 
She says she got to know a man through

a social networking site, who used various
names including Vlad, Artur Sokolov and
Adam, but whose real name is reportedly
Airat Samatov, a Russian citizen, who inves-
tigators say is fighting with IS. Her lawyer
says Karaulova was going through a period
of teenage low self-esteem that made her
vulnerable to such tactics. “She’s a closed,
reserved person... No one knew what was
going on inside her, not her parents, not
her friends,” Badamshin said. For her, it was
first love, he says, while raising the possibil-
ity that the messages to her were not even
all written by the same person, due to sty-
listic differences.  — AFP 

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s top anti-
corruption prosecutor resigned
yesterday after President
Maithripala Sirisena accused her of
launching politically-motivated
investigations into former military
officials, including the brother of
his predecessor.  Sirisena, who
came to power last year promising
to end corruption and restore rule
of law, took the unusual step of
publicly condemning Dilrukshi
Wickramasinghe last week over the
prosecution of three retired admi-
rals and the former defense secre-
tary.

Yesterday Wickramasinghe
resigned as head of the

Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption (CIABOC), commission
member Neville Guruge said.
Sources close to her said the presi-
dent’s public comments last week
prompted her decision.
Wickramasinghe, a senior prosecu-
tor from the state Attorney
General ’s department, has
launched several high-profile
investigations against members of
the former regime and the family
of former president Mahinda
Rajapakse.  

There was no immediate com-
ment from Sirisena, who said last
week that military commanders

who led the successful campaign
to crush separatist Tamil Tiger
rebels in 2009 should not be
humiliated in such a manner. The
president accused Wickramasinghe’s
CIABOC of working according to a
“political agenda” and vowed to take
unspecified “stern action” against it
and two other anti-corruption bod-
ies, the Financial Crimes
Investigations Division (FCID) and
the Crime Investigations Division
(CID). Analysts said the president’s
remarks signaled a rift between him
and the national unity government
led by Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, which oversees the
FCID and the CID. The two men are

from rival parties, but made com-
mon cause to topple former strong-
man Rajapakse, whose entire family
and closest associates face allega-
tions of corruption as well as murder.
Members of the former regime are
accused of siphoning billions of
dollars from the country during
Rajapakse’s decade in power that
ended on January 8, 2015. The new
government is yet to deliver on
promises to the UN that it will
investigate allegations that troops
under Rajapakse’s command killed
at least 40,000 Tamil civilians while
battling separatists in the final
months of an ethnic war that end-
ed in 2009. —AFP 

Sri Lanka’s prosecutor Wickramasinghe quits

Student who followed IS 
lover to Syria faces trial

MOSCOW: Moscow State University student Varvara Karaulova sits inside a defen-
dants’ cage during a hearing at Moscow’s District Military Court. — AFP 
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BANDA ACEH: A young woman screamed in pain
as she was caned yesterday in front of a jeering
crowd in Indonesia’s Aceh, the latest person to be
punished for breaking the province’s strict Islamic
laws. Aceh is the only province in the world’s most
populous Muslim-majority country that imposes
sharia law. People can face floggings for a range of
offences-from gambling, to drinking alcohol, to gay
sex. The woman was among 13 people-seven men
and six women aged between 21 and 30 - who
were caned Monday at a mosque in the provincial
capital Banda Aceh, as a baying crowd cheered the
spectacle.

Six couples were found guilty of breaking Islamic
laws that ban intimacy, such as touching, hugging
and kissing, between unmarried people. A man was
caned for a less serious offence described as spend-
ing time with a member of the opposite sex in a
hidden location in a fashion that could lead to adul-

tery. One 22-year-old woman due to be flogged was
given a temporary reprieve as she was pregnant-but
Aceh Deputy Mayor Zainal Arifin pledged: “The pun-
ishment will be handed down after she gives birth.”
The official added that he hoped the canings would
serve as a deterrent: “We hope there are no more
people in Banda Aceh who break the law in future.”

More and more people are being caned in Aceh,
with a particular increase in recent times in the
number of women being flogged. Aceh, on Sumatra
Island, began implementing sharia law after being
granted special autonomy in 2001, an attempt by
the central government in Jakarta to quell a long-
running separatist insurgency.  Islamic laws have
been strengthened since the province struck a
peace deal with the central government in 2005.
More than 90 percent of Indonesians describe
themselves as Muslim, but the vast majority practise
a moderate form of the faith.— AFP 

Woman screams in pain during caning in Indonesia

MANILA: The daughter of late Philippine
dictator Ferdinand Marcos called for for-
giveness yesterday as she led a rally at
the Supreme Court urging it to approve a
controversial hero’s burial for her father.
About 1,000 supporters gathered with
Imee Marcos at the court, which may
announce today whether it approves
President Rodrigo Duterte’s order to
allow the burial at Manila’s National
Heroes’ Cemetery 27 years after the
strongman died. Imee, governor of the
family’s northern stronghold of Ilocos
Norte, cited Pope Francis as she called for
human rights victims and other critics of
the dictatorship to abandon their cam-
paign against the burial plan.

“To those who are criticizing and who
are not allied with us, I hope you set
aside your grievances. All of us have
anger and bitterness in our hearts but we
should set that aside because, as the
pope said: ‘When we forgive, you will be
free and happy’,” Marcos told reporters
outside the Supreme Court.  However
she maintained her family’s longtime
position that her father, accused of plun-
dering billions of dollars and overseeing
widespread human rights abuses during
his 21-year rule, was a positive force for
the country. “If in our view my father was
great, others have many criticism, but let
us no longer debate,” she said. 

The dictator and his wife Imelda led
their family into US exile in 1986 after a
military-backed “People Power” revolu-
tion toppled him from power. Marcos
died in Hawaii three years later. His
embalmed body was brought back to
the Philippines in 1993 and placed in a
glass-topped casket at his northern
Philippine home. Presidents since then
refused family requests for him to be
buried at the heroes’ cemetery, even as
the Marcos clan enjoyed a remarkable
political comeback. Imelda Marcos is a
congresswoman and her son, Ferdinand
Marcos Jnr, remains a powerful politician
with presidential ambitions after narrow-
ly losing the election for the vice presi-
dency this year.

Duterte, who was elected in a land-
slide this year, has close ties to the Marcos
family and has pushed for the burial.
Opponents of the Marcos regime have
insisted this would just help to whitewash
his crimes, and filed the petition with the
Supreme Court to ban it. One prominent
opponent who was detained under the
Marcos regime, Satur Ocampo yesterday
dismissed Imee Marcos’s appeal for for-
giveness. “It’s unfair that they are asking
people to forgive and forget without
them making a formal acknowledgement
of the crimes of the Marcoses to the peo-
ple,” he said. —AFP 

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia: A Muslim woman gets caned 23 strokes after being caught in close proximity
with her boyfriend in Banda Aceh yesterday. — AFP 

TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe sent
a ritual offering to a controversial war shrine yes-
terday, drawing fire from China which sees it as a
painful reminder of Tokyo’s warring past. The
conservative premier-who has been criticized for
what some see as a revisionist take on Japan’s
wartime record-sent a sacred “masakaki” tree
bearing his name to Yasukuni Shrine at the start
of a four-day festival. The shrine honors millions
of Japanese war dead, but also senior military
and political figures convicted of war crimes
after World War II.

The site has for decades been a flashpoint for
criticism by countries that suffered from Japan’s
colonialism and aggression in the first half of the
20th century, including China and the two
Koreas. More controversial than the shrine is an
accompanying museum that paints Japan as a
liberator of Asia and a victim of the war. “The
Yasukuni Shrine honors class A war criminals of
WWII who were directly responsible for the war,”
said Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying, speaking in Beijing. “We oppose this
ritual offering and we urge Japan to reflect on its
aggressive history and take concrete actions to
win back the trust of its Asian neighbors and the
international community.”

South Korea did not immediately issue an
official response.  Abe and other nationalists
say Yasukuni is merely a place to remember fall-
en soldiers and compare it with Arlington
National Cemetery in the United States. Abe
visited in December 2013 to mark his first year
in power, a pilgrimage that sparked fury in
Beijing and Seoul and earned a diplomatic
rebuke from close ally the United States, which
said it was “disappointed” by the action. But he
has since refrained from going, sending ritual
offerings instead. Scores of conservative law-
makers, possibly including cabinet ministers,
are expected to go to the shrine to mark the
autumn festival today. 

Possible abdication
In another development, experts on a gov-

ernment-commissioned panel were set to hold
their first meeting yesterday to study how to
accommodate Emperor Akihito’s apparent abdi-
cation wish, in a country where he is not sup-
posed to say anything political. Unlike many
European countries where abdication of kings
and queens are relatively common, Japan’s mod-
ern imperial law doesn’t allow abdication, and
Japan’s postwar constitution stipulates the
emperor as a mere “symbol” with no political
power or say.  Allowing Akihito to abdicate

would be a major change to the system, and
raises a series of legal and logistical questions,
ranging from laws subject to change to the
emperor’s post-abdication role, his title and resi-
dence.

The six panel members - five academics and a
business organization executive - are to compile
a report early next year after interviewing spe-
cialists on the constitution, monarchy and histo-
ry. Akihito, 82, suggested his wish to abdicate in
a rare video message to the public in August, cit-
ing his age and concern that he may not be able
to fulfill his official duties. His message was sub-
tle and the emperor did not use the word “abdi-
cation,” because saying that openly could have
violated his constitutional status.

Current law, set in 1947, largely inherits a
19th-century constitution that banned abdica-
tion as a potential risk to political stability. About
80 percent of the general public supports
Akihito’s abdication, saying he should be
allowed to retire and enjoy life while he is still in
good health. In addition to receiving foreign dig-
nitaries, Akihito still travels across the country to
attend ceremonies and has repeatedly visited

disaster-hit areas to console survivors. The gov-
ernment reportedly wants to allow Akihito’s
abdication as an exception and enact a special
law to avoid dealing with divisive issues such as
possible female succession and lack of succes-
sors. Akihito suggested in his public message a
need to consider how to make the succession
process smoother. He recalled the difficulties he
faced when his father, Hirohito, died in 1989
while he was largely serving as a substitute. He
said he doesn’t wish to cling to his title if his
responsibilities have to be severely reduced and
he has to rely on a regent.

The abdication issue has also renewed con-
cerns about aging and shortage of successors
in the 2,000-year-old monarchy, reflecting the
overall concern about Japan’s declining and
rapidly aging population. Akihito and his wife,
Michiko,  have two sons -  Crown Prince
Naruhito and his younger brother, Akishino - as
first and second in line to the Chrysanthemum
throne. The couple has four grandchildren but
only one - Akishino’s son - is eligible to become
emperor under Japan’s male-only succession
system. —Agencies 

Japanese PM Abe sends

offering to war shrine
Panel studies emperor’s possible abdication

TOKYO: A wooden plaque (left) showing the name of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is seen
with a “masakaki” tree that he sent as an offering to the controversial Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo
yesterday. Abe sent the ritual offering to a controversial war shrine at the start of a four-day fes-
tival but did not visit, possibly avoiding an angry reaction from China and South Korea. — AFP 

HANOI: Severe flooding in central Vietnam has
killed at least 25 people and destroyed thou-
sands of homes, officials said yesterday, as the
country braced for further destruction with a
typhoon barrelling closer. Images from flood-hit
provinces showed houses almost completely
submerged and people paddling down water-
logged streets following heavy rain that started
last week. Four people are still missing after the
deluge, which has destroyed or damaged more
than 240,000 homes in several central provinces
since Friday, the Natural Disaster Prevention
office said on its website.

Nguyen Khac Vinh, a resident in the hardest-
hit province of Quang Binh, said there was still
no water for drinking and cooking at his house
which was totally flooded. “The water came so
quick... our rice, chicken and ducks, our belong-
ings were all swept away,” Vinh said, standing in
knee-deep water in the streets of Kien Giang
township.  State-run media earlier reported that
at least one local hydropower plant suddenly
released water from its reservoir, which con-
tributed to some of the destruction over the
weekend. 

The government said it was looking into

whether the Ho Ho hydropower plant in Ha Tinh
province should have released the water with-
out warning. Meanwhile, Typhoon Sarika which
lashed the Philippines over the weekend is
expected to hit Vietnam Wednesday, with north-
ern provinces on high alert.  Local forecasters
said they expect Sarika to be the biggest storm
of the season. Authorities said they may issue
evacuation orders and a ban on ships going to
sea, according to reports. Vietnam is hit every
year by up to a dozen tropical storms or
typhoons, which often cause widespread
destruction along coastal regions.  — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia’s detention of asylum-
seekers on a remote Pacific island “amounts
to torture” under international law, Amnesty
International said yesterday in a report that
alleged widespread abuse and an “epidemic
of self-harm”. Canberra sends asylum-seek-
ers who try to reach the island continent by
boat to the Pacific islands of Nauru and
Papua New Guinea’s Manus, where they are
blocked from being resettled in Australia
even if found to be refugees. The Nauru
facility-which holds just over 400 men,
women and children-has been under scruti-
ny after allegations of thousands of inci-
dents of abuse and self-harm were leaked to
the Guardian Australia in August.

Amnesty’s senior director for research
Anna Neistat said interviews she conducted
with more than 100 people, including asy-
lum-seekers, refugees, and current or former
detention centre staff, between July and
October “paint a picture of people driven to
absolute despair”. The rights group’s report
said there was an “epidemic of self-harm”
among those held on Nauru, with nearly all
the asylum-seekers interviewed reporting
mental health issues that many said started
after being transferred to the camp.

Contributing to their feelings of despair
were inadequate medical care, exposure of
children to abuse, and attacks and threats
by some Nauruans outside the centre, it
said. Asylum-seekers on Nauru have been
free to roam around the tiny nation since
last year, no longer forced to remain locked
up, but the report alleged that some who
ventured outside the camp were attacked

and raped. “Australia’s offshore processing
regime fits the definition of torture under
international law,” Amnesty said in a state-
ment, pointing to the refugees’ “severe
mental anguish” and the use of offshore
processing as a deterrent.

Amnesty also accused Australia of oper-
ating the camp “behind a fortress of secre-
cy”. Only a handful of journalists and refugee
advocates, including Neistat, have gained
access to Nauru in recent years. Some of
those interviewed by Amnesty said their
time on Nauru was more difficult than the
conflicts they had fled in Iraq and Syria. “I
cannot go back. But here I am dying a thou-
sand times,” said an Iraqi man, identified
only as Edris. “In Iraq, you get just one bullet
or a bomb, and it’s over, and here I am slowly
dying from the pain.”

Another, 19-year-old Ali Kharsa, who was
held on Nauru for three years, said: “We fled
Syria, but Nauru was the hardest thing I ever
had.” The Australian government was not
immediately available for comment. But
Canberra has strongly defended its tough
policies towards “boatpeople” in the past,
saying it has prevented deaths at sea and
secured the nation’s borders. Nauru’s gov-
ernment in August dismissed the leaked
incident reports that asylum-seekers faced
violence, abuse and humiliating treatment
as “fabricated”. Just over 800 asylum-seeker
men are held in the Manus camp, with
Australia in August agreeing to close it fol-
lowing a Papua New Guinea Supreme Court
ruling declaring that holding people there
was unconstitutional and illegal. —AFP 

JAKARTA: Dozens of Indonesians who
joined Islamic State in Syria have returned
home with combat experience and pose a
major threat to the world’s biggest Muslim-
majority nation, the police chief said yester-
day. Authorities are closely monitoring
about 40 returnees and are concerned they
could be linking up with existing networks
to equip a new generation of radicals with
the skills and equipment required to
launch a major attack.

“We are getting in touch with them but
they can evade our detection. We believe
they are organizing secretly and building
interactions with other (radical) networks,”
police chief Tito Karnavian told Reuters in
an interview. About 10 were in custody for
questioning and the rest remained free,
Karnavian said, adding there was no evi-
dence of an imminent attack. The vast
majority of Indonesia’s 250 million people
practise a moderate form of Islam. Small
extremist groups that have periodically
mounted attacks against the state and for-
eigners in the country have been largely
disbanded or driven underground.

But the country has seen a recent resur-
gence in militancy, inspired in part by
Islamic State. Authorities believe Islamic
State has more than 1,200 followers in
Indonesia and nearly 400 Indonesians have
left to join the group in Syria. Indonesia suf-
fered its first militant attack in years in

January, when four pro-Islamic State mili-
tants launched a gun and bomb attack in
the heart of the capital Jakarta. Eight peo-
ple were killed, including the attackers
themselves. Authorities said the assault
was poorly planned and executed.

Karnavian also said a worrying new
trend was emerging of teens being radical-
ized online and lured into carrying out
small-scale attacks. A 16-year-old in August
tried but failed to detonate a homemade
bomb in a church in the northern city of
Medan. The teen also tried to stab the
priest leading the service but was subdued
by members of the congregation.
Authorities said the teen was obsessed
with Islamic State leader Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi and had researched his ideology
online.

“This is a new trend. It’s more difficult (to
track them) than existing
networks...because they are what are called
lone wolves that are being radicalized
online,” Karnavian said, adding police were
aware of at least 10 such cases. Under anti-
terrorism laws, police can detain suspects
for questioning for up to seven days. The
government has called for preventive
detention and the stripping of known mili-
tants of their citizenship if they fight for
extremist groups overseas. Revisions to the
anti-terrorism bill are pending parliamen-
tary approval. — Reuters

Vietnam floods kill 25 

HANOI PROVINCE: This picture shows villagers in a boat transporting boxes of instant noodles they received as relief aid past flooded homes in
a village in Huong Khe district in the central province of Ha Tinh. — AFP 
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The opposition group, which ended its boycott, is
fielding six candidates. The Islamist Ummah Principles
Group, another opposition group that will take part in
the polls, is also fielding several candidates.

MP Ali Al-Khamees said he has decided to seek
reelection mainly to confront the candidacy of contro-
versial MP Abdulhameed Dashti, who said on Twitter
that he is contemplating to run in the election. Dashti,

who has received total jail sentences of over 31 years for
insulting Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, has been living out-
side Kuwait since March.

On Sunday, HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah dissolved the Assembly at the recommendation
of the Cabinet after MPs filed three requests to grill min-
isters for raising petrol prices and alleged financial and
administrative violations. The Assembly has been dis-
solved seven times since 2006 over continued disputes
between MPs and the government.

Election fever grips Kuwait as snap...

Continued from Page 1

IS forces are vastly outnumbered, with the US military
estimating that 3,000 to 4,500 jihadists are in the city and
surrounding area.

But they have had months to prepare and will seek to
use hit-and-run tactics, ambushes, snipers, bombs, berms
and trenches to slow down and bleed Iraqi forces. In a
statement released online after the beginning of the
assault, IS claimed it launched a series of deadly suicide car
bomb attacks against Iraqi forces. As the assault began,
federal forces moved from their main staging base of
Qayyarah, south of Mosul, while peshmerga forces from
the autonomous Kurdish region advanced from the east.

Around 4,000 Kurdish peshmerga took part in a push to
reclaim villages once inhabited by members of the
Christian and Kakai minorities, a statement said. Several vil-
lages were promptly recaptured and peshmerga forces
had moved to the edges of Qaraqosh and Bartalla, two
Christian towns seized by IS in Aug 2014, commanders
said. At a staging area near the village of Khazir east of
Mosul, Kurdish forces could be seen firing artillery and
rockets as smoke rose from houses in the distance.

The United Nations and other aid organizations warned
that a huge number of civilians were in immediate danger.
“I am extremely concerned for the safety of up to 1.5 mil-
lion people,” the UN deputy secretary general for humani-
tarian affairs and emergency relief, Stephen O’Brien, said.

The UN’s humanitarian coordinator in Iraq, Lise Grande,
told reporters that an exodus could begin within a week.
“It’s a trickle right now,” she said. But “our expectation,
based on what the military has briefed us (on), is that if we
start to see significant population movements, it’s likely to
be within five to six days.”

The Norwegian Refugee Council said safe exits from
Mosul must be provided or civilians “will be faced with the
bleakest of choices: stay behind and risk their lives under
attack, or risk their lives trying to flee”. Iraqi forces advanc-
ing on multiple fronts are some distance from Mosul and

are expected to eventually take up positions on the edge
of the city and lay siege before breaching its boundaries
and directly engaging diehard jihadists.

“This operation to regain control of Iraq’s second-largest
city will likely continue for weeks, possibly longer,” warned
Lieutenant General Stephen Townsend, commander of the
US-led coalition. Most of the coalition’s support has come
in the shape of air strikes and training but US, French and
British special forces are also on the ground to advise local
forces in battle. “This is a decisive moment in the campaign
to deliver ISIL a lasting defeat,” US Secretary of Defense Ash
Carter said, using an alternative acronym for the jihadist
group.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday indicated
that Turkey would also play a role in the offensive despite
concerns raised by Baghdad over Ankara’s involvement.
“We will be in the operation and we will be at the table,”
Erdogan said in a televised speech. “It is out of the ques-
tion that we are not involved.”

As the biggest Iraqi military operation since the 2011
withdrawal of US troops unfolded, a Turkish delegation
arrived in Baghdad for talks and coalition defense minis-
ters agreed to meet in Paris on October 25 to take stock. IS
once controlled more than a third of Iraq’s territory but its
self-proclaimed “state” has been shrinking steadily. It lost
its emblematic bastion Fallujah in June, the Anbar provin-
cial capital Ramadi months earlier and on Sunday Syrian
rebels retook the town of Dabiq, which held special ideo-
logical significance for the group.

If Mosul falls to Iraqi forces, only Raqqa in Syria would
remain as the last major city in either country under IS con-
trol. But even the recapture of Mosul will not mark the end
of the war against IS, which is likely to increasingly turn to
insurgent tactics as it loses more ground. Just hours after
the offensive was launched, IS claimed responsibility for a
suicide car bombing targeting an Iraqi army checkpoint
south of Baghdad that killed at least 10 people. The
jihadists have claimed a string of deadly bomb attacks in
Baghdad in recent days. — AFP 

Iraq forces launch Mosul offensive
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Clinton is lying low ahead of the final debate tomorrow,
apparently relying on Trump self-destructing. “She is trying to
avoid issues for the next 22 days in the hopes that this will just
end up being about Mr Trump,” Conway told CNN yesterday
outside Trump Tower in New York. Conway also added fuel to
her boss’ contention that the election could be stolen. “If
there’s compelling evidence of voter fraud, obviously as early
voting goes on... certainly we would take action,” she said.

Trump has tried to portray Clinton, a former US senator
and secretary of state, as a corrupt lifelong politician who is
vested in preserving the status quo. His campaign pounced
on the release yesterday of FBI documents that cited an FBI
official as saying a senior State Department official sought to
pressure the bureau in 2015 to drop its insistence that an
email from Clinton’s private server contained classified infor-
mation. Clinton’s decision to use a private server while secre-
tary of state from 2009-13 has drawn criticism that she was
careless with national security.

The country’s top elected Republican, House of
Representatives Speaker Paul Ryan, has tried to counter
Trump’s message about election fraud. Spokeswoman AshLee
Strong said yesterday that Ryan “is fully confident the states
will carry out this election with integrity”. Ryan last week dis-
tanced himself from Trump, saying he was going to focus his
election campaign efforts on trying to preserve the
Republican majorities in Congress.

In the traditionally closely fought state of Ohio, the top
elections official, a Republican, said concerns about wide-
spread voter fraud were simply not justified. “I can reassure
Donald Trump: I am in charge of elections in Ohio and they’re
not going to be rigged, I’ll make sure of that,” Ohio Secretary

of State Jon Husted told CNN. Numerous studies have shown
that voter fraud in US  elections is very rare, according to the
Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of
Law. In a report titled “The Truth About Voter Fraud,” the cen-
ter cited voter fraud incident rates between 0.00004 percent
and 0.0009 percent.

An August study by The Washington Post found 31 credi-
ble cases of impersonation fraud out of more than 1 billion
votes cast in elections from 2000 to 2014. Arizona State
University studies in 2012 and 2016 found similarly low rates.
“Despite this overwhelming evidence, claims that voter fraud
is rampant consistently garner media attention, because per-
ceived threats to electoral integrity - even those with no
basis in fact - frighten voters by striking at the core of our
democracy,” Brennan Center counsel Jennifer Clark wrote in a
blog last month.

Clinton campaign manager Robby Mook told reporters
that Trump’s assault on the voting system was an act of des-
peration. “He knows he’s losing and is trying to blame that on
the system. This is what losers do,” Mook told reporters. “It’s
not true. The system is not rigged.” The RealClearPolitics aver-
age of national opinion polls put Clinton currently leading
Trump by 5.5 percentage points, at 47.7 percent support to
his 42.5 percent.

Trump’s campaign has been struggling with sexual mis-
conduct allegations from several women since a 2005 video-
tape emerged on Oct 7 showing him boasting about groping
and making other unwanted sexual advances on women.
“Can’t believe these totally phony stories, 100% made up by
women (many already proven false) and pushed big time by
press, have impact!” Trump said in another Twitter post yester-
day. Trump has repeatedly denied the allegations but has not
provided any proof they are false. — Agencies 

Trump ramps up voter fraud claim, slams...

Members of the Syrian Civil Defense, known as White Helmets, search for victims amid the rubble of a
destroyed building following air strikes in the rebel-held Qatarji neighborhood of the northern city of Aleppo
yesterday.— AFP 

Continued from Page 1

“We have taken a decision not to waste time and to
introduce ‘humanitarian pauses’, mainly for the free pas-
sage of civilians, evacuation of the sick and wounded and
withdrawal of fighters,” senior Russian military officer
Sergei Rudskoi told a press briefing in Moscow. The cease-
fire would run from 0800 to 1600 local time (0500 GMT to
1300 GMT) “in the area of Aleppo”, Rudskoi said. “During
this period the Russian air force and Syrian government
troops will halt air strikes and firing from any other types
of weapons.”

Russia’s announcement, to which there was no
immediate reaction from rebels, came as the EU con-
demned the ferocious air war waged on Aleppo over
the past three weeks. “Since the beginning of the offen-
sive by the regime and its allies, notably Russia, the
intensity and scale of the aerial bombardment of east-
ern Aleppo is clearly disproportionate,” EU foreign min-
isters said in Luxembourg. “The deliberate targeting of
hospitals, medical personnel, schools and essential
infrastructure, as well as the use of barrel bombs, cluster
bombs, and chemical weapons, constitute a catastroph-
ic escalation of the conflict...  and may amount to war
crimes,” they said in a statement.  

The EU ministers said they would also press ahead with
extending sanctions against Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad’s regime, but stopped short of threatening meas-
ures against Russia. EU foreign affairs chief Federica
Mogherini called Moscow’s announcement “positive” but
not long enough to allow humanitarian aid to reach the
besieged city. “It can be a start... for sure it is a positive
step,” she told reporters at the close of the ministerial
meeting in Luxembourg. “The latest assessment from the
aid agencies (however) is that 12 hours is needed so work
is needed to find common ground,” she added. UN
spokesman Stephane Dujarric also welcomed the truce
announcement but stressed the “need for a longer pause
in order to get the aid in”.

Once Syria’s thriving commercial hub, Aleppo has been
ravaged by air raids and intensifying clashes as regime
forces fight to capture the rebel-held east. Russian air sup-
port for the onslaught - which has destroyed hospitals
and other civilian infrastructure - has spurred the accusa-
tions of potential war crimes. Yesterday’s air strikes on
Aleppo killed 13 civilians in the rebel-held district of
Marjeh, including 12 members of the same family, said
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. “Nine of the
family members were minors, including a 17-year-old girl
and her newborn,” said the Britain-based group’s head
Rami Abdel Rahman. 

The deaths brought to 47 the number of people killed
since Sunday morning in east Aleppo, the Observatory
said. The deadliest raids were overnight on a residential
block in Qaterji, where the Observatory said Russian
strikes killed 18 civilians. “There are still families under the
ruins. We pulled out seven or eight bodies and dozens of
wounded,” said ambulance driver Abu Mohamed. “The
hospitals are full of casualties. It’s a disaster.”

More than 430 people have been killed in bombard-
ment on the eastern half since the assault on Aleppo was
announced on Sept 22, according to the Observatory.
Another 82 people have died in rebel fire on govern-
ment-held neighborhoods in the west. Further west in
Aleppo province, Russian raids killed 23 people in the vil-
lage of Uwaijal yesterday, said the Observatory.

US Secretary of State John Kerry met his counter-
parts from Russia, Iran, and Syria’s neighbors in
Switzerland on Saturday, and travelled on to London for
meetings with the British and other European foreign
ministers. Kerry said the Lausanne meeting produced
new ideas on reviving a Syrian truce, after a ceasefire
jointly brokered by Moscow and Washington broke
down last month, but said high-level contacts to flesh
them out would continue. Syria’s war has devolved from
a widespread protest movement against Assad’s rule to
a multi-front war between rebels, jihadists, Kurds and
regime forces. — AFP 

Russia announces brief Aleppo truce 



As the United Nations prepares a 20-year plan to cope with the
challenges of booming urbanization, residents of the world’s
five biggest slums are battling to carve out a place in the cities

of the future. Home to more than 900 million people worldwide - or
nearly one in every seven people - the U.N. says slums are emerging
spontaneously as a “dominant and distinct type of settlement” in the
21st century.

Today one quarter of the world’s city dwellers live in slums - and
they are there to stay. The U.N.’s 193 member states are set to adopt
the first detailed road map to guide the growth of cities, towns and
informal settlements, ensure they are sustainable, do not destroy the
environment and protect the rights of the vulnerable. Held once every
20 years, the UN’s Habitat III conference comes at a time when, for the
first time in history, more people live in cities than rural areas.

In 2014, 54 percent of the global population lived in cities but by
2050, this is expected to rise to 66 percent. “We live in the urban centu-
ry ... when planned, built, and governed well, cities can be massive
agents of positive change,” UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said in
a recent statement. “They can be catalysts for inclusion and power-
houses of equitable economic growth. They can help us protect the
environment and limit climate change. That is why we need a new
vision for urbanization.”

The UN’s policy document, titled the New Urban Agenda, says
there has been “significant” improvement in the quality of life for mil-
lions of city residents over the past two decades, but the pressures of
population growth and rural-to-city migration are increasing dramati-
cally. Billy Cobbett, director of the Cities Alliance partnership for pover-
ty reduction and promoting sustainable cities, said urban growth in
many parts of the world, particularly Africa, is not driven by rural
migration alone but by population growth.

The UN plan stresses that providing transport, sanitation, hospitals
and schools is imperative but city strategies must also “go beyond”
physical improvements to integrate slums into the social, economic,
cultural, and political life of cities. Experts say this policy represents a
significant shift in thinking among city planners and authorities who
have historically seen bulldozers as the answer to slum settlements.

High-density communities geared to pedestrians along with prop-
erties that mix business with housing can offer lessons for manage-
ment of future growth, they say. Today, unchecked population growth
and migration in many world cities - from Kenya to Mexico to India -
mean slums and the informal economies and communities created
around them must increasingly be seen as an important part of the
wider city.

Security First
The UN roadmap highlights that a critical impediment to upgrad-

ing informal settlements and sustainable redevelopment is the lack of
tenure or ownership of land or property. In 2003, 924 million city
dwellers were estimated to be without title to their homes or land and
this number, according to the United Nations, is expected to have
grown “exponentially”. This is a particularly pressing problem in Africa
where more than half the urban population - or 62 percent of people -
live in shanty towns and 90 percent of rural land is undocumented.

Living without secure tenure means living under constant threat of
eviction. Slum dwellers who have no way of proving ownership of
assets also have no access to credit, further eroding any motivation to
improve homes and neighborhoods. For governments, particularly in
poorer countries, slum areas without title are a particularly vexed
problem as the great majority are not mapped, little is known about
demographics or spatial use, and the way residents have settled is
often so dense that housing and services are hard to fit in. The lack of
basic information also means they cannot use the most commonly
used official land registration systems.

Roads Battle in Kenya
Nairobi’s vast Kibera settlement - coming from the Nubian for for-

est or jungle - is described as Africa’s largest slum and comprises more
than a dozen villages from Soweto East to Kianda. A mix of ethnic
groups make their home there although nobody knows exact num-
bers. According to the last Kenyan census, the population was 170,070
in 2009 but other sources, including the UN, estimate the settlement is
now home to anywhere between 400,000 and one million people.

Much of Kibera’s employment comes from the nearby industrial
area of Nairobi but an estimated half of Kibera’s residents are jobless,
surviving on less than $1 a day. Only 27 percent of Kibera’s 50,000 stu-
dents attend government schools, with most attending informal insti-
tutions set up by residents and churches, according to the charity Map
Kibera. Violence, alcohol and drugs are rife and clean water scarce.

Kibera’s residents also struggle with no garbage services, free flow-
ing sewage and the slum became infamous globally for the so-called
‘flying toilets’ - throw away plastic bags used by residents forced to
relieve themselves outdoors. Yet amidst the squalor there are many
residents like Peter Nyagasera and his family who have worked tire-
lessly to improve their neighborhood. Nyagasera and his wife Sarah
Oisebe up part of a former dump site in Kibera to create a playground
for the resident-run school and a children’s centre for orphans. For
these children, he says, school is the only place they receive a hot meal
each day.

But despite all their hard work, the community has been forced to
mount a court challenge to stop construction of a road planned to cut
through the area and demolish the school - and this community is not
alone. A second group of residents from the marginalized Nubian

group are also without formal titles and fighting for ownership to pro-
tect their homes, many recently marked with red crosses for demoli-
tion to make way for the highway. Their case will be heard in Kenya’s
High Court in November but residents are despondent. “Children will
suffer,” said Nyagasera.

Working Slums
One of the toughest and most vulnerable aspects of life in the

slums is the battle to find regular work. Cities are job hubs and proxim-
ity to employment has long been a major driver of slum development
and expansion. Globally, according to the International Labour
Organization, 200 million people in slums were without jobs in 2013
while UNESCO estimates that more than a quarter of the young, urban
poor earn little more than $1.25 a day.

Despite this, in many developing economies, the engine room of
job creation is found in the heart of informal economies like those in
the favelas of Rio or the bustling hives of activity in big Indian cities like
Mumbai. Author Robert Neuwirth spent four years researching his
book, ‘Shadow Cities’, which looked at informal economies in global
shanty towns. He believes these unlicensed economic networks are
vastly underappreciated in scope and power and estimates they
account for some 1.8 billion jobs globally. “It’s a huge number and if it
were all together in a single political system, this economic system
would be worth $10 trillion a year. That would make it the second
largest economy in the world,” he said.

In Mumbai, where an estimated one million people live in the
bustling Dharavi slum, resident-owned small businesses - from leather
workers and potters to recycling networks - have created an informal
economy with annual turnover of about $1 billion. Residents live and
work in the same place and are now campaigning actively to ensure
that any redevelopment of their homes or construction of new hous-
ing takes into account the need for home-based ground floor work-
spaces.

“People think of slums as places of static despair as depicted in
films such as ‘Slumdog Millionaire’,” said Sanjeev Sanyal, an economist
and writer, referring to the Academy Award-winning movie that
exposed the gritty underbelly of Dharavi. “If one looks past the open
drains and plastic sheets, one will see that slums are ecosystems
buzzing with activity...  Creating neat low-income housing estates will
not work unless they allow for many of the messy economic and social
activities that thrive in slums,” he said.

Rahul Srivastava, a founder of Mumbai’s Institute of Urbanology,
said the biggest impediment to upgrading informal settlements is
their “illegitimate” status due to the absence of title. Settlements that
are home to fifth-generation migrants cannot be classed as “informal”,
he says, and it is high time the narrow perception of these neighbor-
hoods is changed.

Dying for a Pee
In Cape Town, the shanty towns of Khayelitsha stretch for miles, a

grim brown sea of ramshackle wood and iron shacks that confront visi-
tors arriving at the airport but are out of view of the city’s glass towers
or the leafy suburbs on nearby hills. Khayelitsha’s population, accord-
ing to the 2011 Census, is 99 percent black. Jean Comaroff, a Harvard
professor of anthropology and African Studies, said despite “valiant
efforts” from city authorities and activists in recent years, Cape Town
itself still offers little room for its slum residents beyond “servitude” -
work as domestics or in the service industries. “It is poised on a knife
edge and the differences between the beauty of the city itself and
what you see on the Cape flats is the starkest you will ever see in the
world.” she said.

In Cape Town, city authorities are not only struggling with provid-
ing housing and sanitation for a burgeoning population but face the
task of trying to reverse the apartheid era engineering that built the
spatial segregations that still exist today. Experts say that not only is
there not enough new affordable housing but what has been built
remains distant from employment, forcing long commutes for those
who are lucky enough to work.

Inside, however, residents are struggling - and at times losing their
lives - due the absence of the most basic service - toilets. According to
the Social Justice Coalition’s Axolile Notywala, using a toilet can be one
of the most dangerous activities for residents and a major problem for
women and children. A Commission of Inquiry into Policing in the
shanty towns in 2012 found that 12,000 households have no access to
toilets and the link between violence, particularly against women and
children, and the need to walk long distances at night was highlighted
by researchers and activists.

A mathematical model built by Yale University researchers last year
concluded that doubling the number of toilets to 11,300 in
Khayelitsha would reduce sexual assaults by a third. “Higher toilet
installation and maintenance costs would be more than offset by low-
er sexual assault costs,” lead researcher Gregg Gonsalves told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

DIY Services
Across the world in Pakistan, Orangi Town in the port city of

Karachi is believed home to around 2.4 million people although
nobody knows exactly as the last census was in 1998. Widely cited as
Asia’s largest slum, it sprawls over 8,000 acres - the equivalent of
about 4,500 Wembley football pitches. Known locally as “katchi
abadis”, the first informal settlements emerged in the wake of the
Indo-Pakistani war of 1947, which led to a huge influx of refugees.

Unable to cope with the numbers - by 1950 the population had
increased to 1 million from 400,000 - the government issued refugees
“slips” giving them permission to settle on any vacant land.

The settlement’s population really exploded in the early 1970s
when thousands of people migrated from East Pakistan after the
1971 war of independence, which led to the establishment of the
Republic of Bangladesh. Since then, land has also been traded infor-
mally, usually through a middleman who subdivided plots of both
government and private land and sold them to the poor. Unlike many
other slums worldwide the lack of services - not housing - is the major
problem.

Communities have built two and three-room houses out of con-
crete blocks manufactured locally, say activists. Each house is home to
between eight and 10 people and an informal economy of micro
businesses has emerged as people created livelihoods. In the early
1980s, however, some residents within the enormous slum decided
they’d had enough of waiting for governments unwilling or unable to
fund sanitation and so embarked on building a sewerage project on a
“self-help” basis.

Now globally renowned, the Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) has helped
residents design, fund and build their own sewerage systems and
pipelines and, since 1980, has brought latrines to more than 108,000
households in a project continuing today. To date, say OPP statistics,
96 percent of the settlement’s 112,562 households have latrines with
residents footing the bill of 132,026,807 Pakistani rupees ($1.26 mil-
lion) - all DIY. “In fact, people in the town now consider the streets as
part of their homes because they have invested in them and that’s
why they maintain and clean the sewers too,” said OPP’s director,
Saleem Aleemuddin.

Bottom Up Development
Jose Castillo, an urban planner and architect in Mexico City, says

that Ciudad Neza, home to 1.2 million people, should serve as a
model for other blighted urban areas and slums. Short for
Nezahualcoyotl, Neza sits on the bed of Lake Texcoco which was
slowly drained in a bid to combat devastating flooding over a cen-
tury and more. However the dry land ended up being too salty for
farming and was slowly picked up by developers who laid out a grid
of streets and sold off boxy parcels, most without proper titles.

The settlement really grew in a burst of urban migration in the
mid-20th century when new arrivals to Neza set up shacks of wood
and cardboard, living without electricity, a sewage system or run-
ning water, schools or paved roads. Old timers remember in the ear-
ly days they’d be lucky if a bus came every two hours. Victoria
Gomez Calderon, 82, moved to Neza from eastern Mexico as a
young woman, and remembers clearly the putrid remains of the
lake just a half block from her tiny home. “It was a pure wasteland,”
she said.

In the early 1970s, residents banded together to demand servic-
es and a government program to formalize ownership and provide
land titles. Neza’s reputation as the world’s largest slum, coined
when its population was combined with two other blighted areas
decades ago, no longer applies, they said. Today, despite its severe
problems from continuing poor access to transport and schools to
high crime rates, Neza’s development holds lessons in growth and
resilience for others. Planner Castillo says Neza is teeming with
micro entrepreneurs working from home or sharing spaces in what
would be called co-working in trendier places. “My argument is let’s
stop asking what urban planning can do to fix the city and let’s
focus on understanding where we could also learn from those
processes,” he said. “There’s a strong sense of pride in place. It’s a
community based on the notion that jointly these people trans-
formed this territory.”

Priscilla Connolly Dietrichsen, a professor of urban sociology at
the Universidad AutÛnoma Metropolitana in Mexico City, agrees.
“The story isn’t, ‘Oh dear, dear, what a terrible slum.’ In a way, it’s a
success story, in spite of the present problems,” she said. 

Slums are Cities
The 23-page draft document up for adoption at Habitat III in

Quito is the result of months of closed-door negotiations, held in
several nations, including Indonesia and the United States. Some
critics are disappointed the policy framework contains no tangible
targets and will be non-binding on member states. “It’s easy for gov-
ernments to sign something that is not enforceable,” said Michael
Cohen, a former senior urban affairs official with the World Bank,
who has advised UN Habitat. “It doesn’t have much bite. It talks a lot
about commitments but has no dates, places or numbers.”

Supporters, however, argue the New Urban Agenda will not only
focus attention on the urgent need for holistic planning of cities but
also work to fundamentally change the way urban growth is debat-
ed and discussed both nationally and globally. Important drivers of
planned growth are a well-oiled system of land ownership, title and
tenure which then paves the way for governments to collect rev-
enue to pay for new services.

Equally important is the need for concerted planning approach-
es so new hospitals, bus services, and schools are placed where they
are needed with thought given to future growth and employment
opportunities. There has, however, also been some criticism of the
UN’s shift from a traditionally rural focus to a city driven, urban one
and its failure to link the New Urban Agenda to the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals and climate change benchmarks. —Reuters
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Focus

From Aleppo to Ivy 
League: Doc preps 
for Syria war end

How slums are shaping their futures

Khaled Almilaji coordinated a campaign that vaccinated
1.4 million Syrian children and risked his life to provide
medical care during the country’s civil war. Now he’s in

the Ivy League, learning about how to rebuild Syria’s health
system when the war finally ends. He is one of three Syrian
scholars studying at Brown University, which said last year it
would welcome Syrians after dozens of governors attempted
to block refugees. Almilaji, 35, received a scholarship to earn a
master’s degree in public health and moved to Rhode Island in
August on a student visa with his wife.

He said he feels lucky because many other Syrian doctors
have had to give up their work after sacrificing for five years,
watching their families suffer and seeing their children go
without an education. “Every time I go inside Syria, I see the
smile on the face of families and people. They say, ‘We will stay
here. We will never go out, and we will still fight this regime,’”
he said. “You cannot go out with less energy, just to continue
supporting those people.”

Almilaji was born in Aleppo, now the epicenter of Syria’s
conflict. He studied in the coastal city of Latakia to treat disor-
ders of the ear, nose and throat. He was preparing to go to

Stuttgart, Germany, for a residency in March 2011 when anti-
government protests sparked the conflict. He treated protest-
ers who likely would have been arrested or killed if they went
to government-run hospitals, he said, and he set up field hos-
pitals. “They accept to be killed if this is the way to show the
world we are in a revolution here,” he said. “But I cannot accept
that those people will never go to a protest because they don’t
have any hospitals to receive them in case they are injured.”

Almilaji said he was arrested in Sept 2011 in Damascus,
interrogated and tortured. The savagery he witnessed during
six months in prison convinced him he was “one thousand per-
cent correct” in opposing the regime, he added. Almilaji
returned to Aleppo after his release and cared for protesters’
families, considered a crime. A friend who was helping those
families was arrested in April 2012. Almilaji escaped to
Gaziantep, Turkey, and his parents soon followed.

Insidious 
A UN commission found government forces in Syria delib-

erately target medical personnel to gain a military advantage,
by depriving the opposition and those perceived to support
them of medical assistance. The commission called the target-
ing of medical personnel one of the most insidious trends of
the war.

Almilaji translated for Syrians in Turkish hospitals and
worked to equip Turkey with ambulances to transfer Syrians
from the border. He made trips into Syria to work in a medical
clinic in Aleppo and deliver medical supplies. He successfully
pushed for the building of underground hospitals because he
expected health facilities to come under increasing attack, a
fear that proved true. He said he joined the humanitarian arm
of the opposition and began monitoring the spread of com-
municable diseases in northern Syria by setting up an early
warning response and alert network.

The first case of polio was discovered through the network
in Oct 2013 in eastern Syria, he said. Almilaji planned the vacci-
nation campaign as the administrative director. Teams went
house to house and vaccinated 1.4 million Syrian children. He
is working with Canadian doctors to establish safe health facili-
ties in Syria, train medical workers and connect hospitals. The
group formed the Canadian International Medical Relief
Organization, and Almilaji reviews the projects from
Providence.

If insurgents are still fighting President Bashar Al-Assad’s
forces when he graduates in two years, Almilaji plans to
work from Turkey on relief efforts that can later facilitate
redevelopment. When Syria is stable enough, he wants to
return and work on preventing diseases and other health
problems, since resources for treating ailments will continue
to be scarce. More than 60 US and international colleges
provide scholarships for Syrian students to complete their
degrees in North America and Europe. The consortium, led
by the Institute of International Education, has supported
more than 300 Syrian students to date. —AP

Khaled Almilaji stands for a portrait on the cam-
pus of Brown University in Providence, Rhode
Island on Oct 13, 2016. —AP



PARIS: Former All Black great Dan Carter has been cleared of doping follow-
ing a probe implicating the star fly-half and two other Racing 92 players,
L’Equipe sports paper said yesterday. Carter “has been cleared and was noti-
fied on Saturday, “following an investigation by the medical commission of
the French Rugby Federation, the newspaper said. Carter along with fellow
former All Black Joe Rokococo and Argentinian winger Juan Imhoff were
questioned by the commission last week after testing positive for corticos-
teroids following last season’s Top 14 final in which Racing beat Toulon 29-
21. Carter and Kokoromiko contributing 20 points between them. L’Equipe
said that Rokococo and Imhoff “will probably have been
informed of the same outcome”. However, Racing said Monday
neither the players nor the club had been informed of any
decision as yet. The commission ruling is subject to appeal by
the players or the French anti-doping agency AFLD which
ordered the original tests in which traces were found of cor-
ticosteroids, which can be used against pain, inflammation or
allergies. The substance is illegal when taken orally or inject-
ed in either the blood or muscle, unless accompanied
by a Therapeutic Use Exemption (TUE). —AFP
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ABUJA: Nigeria Premier League defender Izu Joseph has been
shot dead in his hometown of Okaki in oil-rich southern Bayelsa
state, it was reported yesterday. The player’s father said Joseph
was killed accidentally by troops battling Niger delta militants
on Sunday. Initial reports said Joseph was killed at a restricted
area by soldiers on a raid, with his identity as a footballer only
established after he had been shot. The powerful central
defender joined Shooting Stars from Bayelsa United when the
Ibadan club were still in the second-tier Nigeria National League.
He was man of the match at champions Rangers when Shooting
Stars drew 1-1 this past season.    The Sports Writers Association
(SWAN) commented: “It is indeed a great loss not only to 3SC,
but also to the football fraternity in Nigeria.” It urged govern-
ment to beef up security across the country to prevent a “recur-
rence of the avoidable incident that claimed the life of our valu-
able footballer, Izu Joseph.” Nigerian troops are deployed to the
Niger delta where militants have been attacking oil facilities
since the start of the year, cutting output and hammering gov-
ernment revenue at a time of low crude prices.  — AFP

Nigerian footballer 
shot dead in Okaki

LONDON: Sam Burgess’ successful return to rugby league after a nightmare
spell in rugby union has been capped with his being named England captain
for the first time yesterday. The 27-year-old-whose fast-tracking into the
England World Cup rugby union squad last year proved disastrous for him and
the team-will be the skipper for the upcoming Four Nations tournament
announced coach Wayne Bennett. “Sam will be our captain. He leads from the
front,” said Bennett at a press conference yesterday. Burgess, who plays for
South Sydney Rabbitohs in the National Rugby League, replaces Sean

O’Loughlin, who has been ruled out because of injury. Burgess,
though, will sit out the ‘friendly’ against France on Saturday as he is

serving a suspension. However, he will lead out the team in the
Four Nations-which England have never won-opener against
New Zealand in Huddersfield the weekend after. England go on

to play Scotland on November 5 and Australia on November 13.
Burgess, whose twin brothers George and Tom are also in the

squad, endured a dreadful time when he made a high profile
switch to rugby union in 2014 when Bath signed him on a

lucrative three year contract. — AFP

Burgess made England 
captain for 4 Nations

Dan Carter cleared 
by doping probe

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunica-
tions company in Kuwait,  welcomed
Kuwait’s National Jet Ski team champions in
Kuwait Airport after the team achieved 10
titles during their participation in the
recently concluded World Jet Ski
Championship held in the United States, as
the company is the main sponsor of the
team for the sixth consecutive year.  

Zain participated in the reception cere-
mony held in Kuwait Airport’s Honoring
Hall, where the team’s sponsors and sup-
porting organizations attended. The compa-
ny expressed its keenness on encouraging
Kuwaiti athletes to represent Kuwait in
internationally renowned championships,
and that its sponsorship of the team for
sixth consecutive year falls under its strate-

gy towards supporting the youth and sports
sectors. The company expressed its pride in
the latest achievements the team accom-
plished, including 300 full points evenly
with the USA competing with 32 other
countries, as well as winning 10 medals, 4 of
which are gold medals and 5 silver ones.
Zain confirms its commitment towards
Kuwaiti champions, which resembles the

company’s endless confidence of the com-
petencies of these young athletes and their
capabilities in excelling in different fields.

As a leading telecommunications com-
pany in Kuwait, Zain is constantly looking to
identify and support excellence across the
sports sector. The company will continue to
put Kuwaiti National teams and individual
athletes at the forefront of its priorities and

pledges to continue motivating them to
achieve all the recognition they deserve.

It is worth noting that the National Jet
Ski team is authorized by the Kuwait Sea
Sport Club to officially represent the coun-
try in regional and international Jet Ski
championships. The team champions won a
number of prominent titles during past and
present participations.

Zain Jet Ski team 2016.

Zain welcomes National Jet Ski team world champions

NAPA: Right when Brendan Steele thought he
might have a chance to win at Silverado, all he
could think about was how he lost. A year ago,
Steele had a 54-hole lead in the PGA Tour’s sea-
son opener when he made a sloppy bogey on
the 12th hole, shot 40 on the back nine and
threw it away. He was two shots behind on
Sunday in the Safeway Open with little room for
error when he three-putted No. 12 for bogey
and figured he was done.

“I thought that was it for me,” Steele said. “I
thought I would have to do something special.
Last year, I tried not to make mistakes.” This time,
he made birdies.

Steele overcame a four-shot deficit in the
final round, closed with three straight birdies on
rain soaked Silverado for a 7-under 65 and won
by one shot over a faltering Patton Kizzire. It was
Steele’s first victory in 141 starts on the PGA Tour
dating to his rookie season when he won the
Texas Open. “This is a little bit of redemption
from last year,” Steele said. “It’s nice to close it off
this way.”

It was a tough ending for Kizzire, who had a
one-shot lead going into the final round and
looked like a winner when he stuffed his tee shot
into 2 feet for birdie on the 11th hole for a two-
shot lead. He struggled to hit fairways the rest of
the way, and while he dropped only one shot on
the 12th, he couldn’t keep Steele from gaining
ground. Steele hit 2-iron onto the green at the
par-5 16th for a two-putt birdie. His 18-foot
birdie putt on the 17th curled in the left side of
the cup. And then he hit wedge into the par-5
18th and poured in a 7-foot birdie putt.

“You’ve got to really make something hap-
pen, especially when the conditions are soft,”
Steele said. “I wanted to be aggressive and I did-
n’t want to just kind of coast in and just make
sure that I had a decent week.”

He had a great week, which sends him back
to the Masters for the first time since 2012.
Kizzire drove left into the base of trees on the
par-5 16th and had to chip out sideways,  even-
tually making a 15-foot par save from the
bunker. With a wedge on the 17th, he left it
short and watched it spin back off the green,
forcing him to save par again. His final chance
was to birdie the final hole and force a playoff.

He drove left again, had to lay up and then
missed the green with a 9-iron and failed to chip
in. Kizzire closed with a 70. “It was intense,”
Kizzire said. “I didn’t finish it off. I’m really disap-
pointed, but I played well. It’s a building block,
for sure.” Johnson Wagner stayed close the entire
back nine but had to settle for pars over the final
eight holes. He closed with a 70 and tied for
third with Paul Casey (69), former Cal star
Michael Kim (67) and Scott Piercy (70).

LONGEST TIME
Casey has finished no worse than fourth in his

last four tournaments dating to the FedEx Cup
playoffs.  “So close, isn’t it?” Casey said. “I mean, I
played great. I had another wonderful week.”
Steele, who finished at 18-under 270, won for
the first time since the anchored stroke for long
putters was outlawed at the start of the year.

He made the switch right after the new rule
was proposed in 2014, and while he putted well
at times, he still had doubts he could make the
big putts when they mattered. Sunday at
Silverado answered those questions, along with
getting rid of that sour memory from last year
when he made five bogeys in six holes on the

back nine. “You don’t often get that chance in
life to really redeem yourself in the same way at
the same place, and to basically do just the
opposite,” Steele said. The final round was
delayed two hours by rain that began soaking
Silverado on Friday and led to delays the rest of
the way. The third round was not completed
until Sunday morning, and Kizzire made a birdie
on the final hole for a 66 to take his first 54-hole
lead. And for the longest time, he made it last.
Piercy fell back with a pair of bogeys at the end
of the front nine. Casey also dropped  careless
shots. Phil Mickelson had his chances, too.

In his first domestic fall PGA Tour event in a
decade, Mickelson was poised to make a charge
on the back nine until  missing too many
chances. He closed with a 67 and tied for eighth.
Mickelson has finished in the top 10 in one-third
of his 549 career starts on tour.

Kizzire did well to stay in the game. After his
bogey from a fairway bunker on No. 12, Kizzire
holed a 15-foot par putt on the 14th after driv-
ing under a tree, made another 15-footer on the
par-5 16th and a nervy 5-footer for par on the
17th to keep his hopes alive. He just couldn’t
make birdie, and it cost him. — AP

Steele rallies to win PGA
Tour opener at Safeway Open

NAPA: Brendan Steele lifts up his trophy on the 18th green of the Silverado Resort North
Course after winning the Safeway Open PGA golf tournament, Sunday, in Napa, Calif. — AP

EXETER: Players stand for a minute silence in memory of Munster head coach and former
Irish international Anthony Foley who died on Sunday in a Paris hotel during the European
Rugby Champions Cup rugby union match between Exeter Chiefs and Clermont Auvergne
at Sandy Park Stadium in Exeter, south west England, on Sunday.—AFP

Flags at half-mast as 
Ireland mourns Foley

DUBLIN: Flags flew at half-mast yesterday
in the southern Irish province of Munster as
books of condolence were opened across
Ireland with the country reeling from the
sudden death of rugby great Anthony
Foley. Munster head coach Foley, aged just
42, was found dead in his hotel room hours
ahead of his side’s European Champions
Cup clash with French side Racing 92 on
Sunday. Irish Taoiseach (Prime Minister)
Enda Kenny was among those to pay trib-
ute to Foley who enjoyed an illustrious
career as a player which saw him win 62
Ireland caps as a robust back row forward.

“Anthony was a legendary figure in
Munster and Irish rugby. It is tragic to lose
such a fantastic man at such a young age,”
Kenny said.  That warm tribute-to a man
who also captained Munster to the 2006
European Cup title and epitomised
Munster’s battle cry ‘Stand Up And Fight’-
was typical of the outpouring of grief for
the father of two.  One of Foley’s fellow for-
mer Munster legends Ronan O’Gara-who
ironically is now a coach at Racing 92 —
described himself as ‘heartbroken’.  O’Gara,
who with Foley won the European Cup and
a Celtic League with Munster and a Triple

Crown with Ireland in 2004, added “we
have lost an incredible man”.

O’Gara’s Racing head coach Laurent
Labit paid Foley one of the greatest compli-
ments one could in saying he was to
Munster what the sublime fullback Serge
Blanco had been in his day to Biarritz.

“It was not just in Munster and Irish rug-
by that Anthony Foley is respected,” said
Labit. “It is a terrible shock. He is respected
in France for his performances for Munster
and Ireland. He is part of the history of
Munster, he is Monsieur Munster, the same
as Serge Blanco in Biarritz or Philippe Sella
in Agen. It is a tragedy.”

I llustrating how deeply Foley had
touched the rugby world in his playing
days and then afterwards England’s 2003
World Cup winning coach Clive Woodward
tweeted his condolences.  

“Shocked & so sad to hear about death
of Anthony Foley. A true legend & a man
who had total respect of teammates &
opposition,” said Woodward.  Within hours
of the news breaking at Sunday lunchtime,
Thomond Park, Munster’s home stadium in
the city of Limerick, had become a virtual
shrine. —AFP
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LONDON: Twickenham Stadium has
seen its share of tackles and tries, field
goals and forward passes. The NFL is
about to bring some more, but with a
twist. A sporting event other than rugby
will be held at the venue for the first
time in its 107-year history when it hosts
a game between the Los Angeles Rams
and the New York Giants on Sunday.
After playing 15 games over 10 years at
Wembley Stadium, the league is slightly
broadening its international horizons,
moving one of its annual international
games to a different London location.

Forget about scrums and say hello to
huddles. Keep an eye out for yellow
flags, not yellow cards. Even for those
who have made the trek to Wembley,
Sunday’s game will provide a different
type of atmosphere. Think of it,  in
American terms, as Lambeau Field
meets Wrigley Field.

“Twickenham is definitely a subur-
ban, residential venue, and so it offers a
very different experience for fans,” said

Mark Waller, the NFL’s executive vice
president for international. “I think it’s
going to be fascinating and interesting
for our fans to give us feedback on how
that experience will compare to what
many of them will already have seen and
known at Wembley.” To prepare
Twickenham for Sunday’s game, the NFL
and the Rugby Football Union had to
make a number of significant changes.
For one, with football rosters twice the
size of their rugby counterparts, the
existing locker rooms will be insufficient.
The Rams, the designated home team,
will dress in a temporary facility in the
Twickenham gym, while the Giants will
utilize an adjacent reception hall. The
coaching booths, located just above the
access tunnels for rugby games, will be
moved to the sixth level to provide
coaches with an appropriate viewpoint.
Those converted suites also will need to
be fitted with replay and communica-
tions systems - something the NFL and
RFU have been working to install.

TRANSPORTATIONS
Accommodations will also be needed

for cheerleaders and the media, who will
work from three sections in the south-
west corner. Because of the stadium’s
location, a detailed transportation plan
is also needed for buses transporting
players and team personnel to and from
Twickenham.

Some of those changes will  be
noticeable to longtime Twickenham
attendees. In addition to the goal posts,
which were installed last Monday, and
the field markings, to be painted later
this week, the capacity of the stadium
will be reduced from 82,000 to 75,000
for NFL games. According to Charlotte
Harwood, an RFU spokeswoman, that’s
because views from the front several
rows of the lower bowl rise just above
field level and will be obstructed by
players and coaches on the sidelines.

The goal, of course, is to make sure
that any potential issues have been
addressed by Sunday. Those attending

the first games at Wembley - the Giants,
coincidentally, played in the first game
in London in 2007 - reported a number
of hiccups that were ironed out in subse-
quent years.

Waller said the RFU’s experience host-
ing the semifinals and final of the Rugby
World Cup in 2015, has eased a number
of concerns about the venue. “It’s an
important event for them in the same
way that it’s an important event for us,”
Waller said. “They’re very focused on it
being successful as well.”

The Rams, who flew through the
night after a 31-28 road loss to the
Detroit Lions, arrived in London early
yesterday. Per the terms of their reloca-
tion from St. Louis, they will play at least
one home game in London every year
until their new stadium opens in 2019.

That game is not guaranteed to
always be at Twickenham. The league
and the RFU reached an agreement last
October to play a minimum of three
games in three years at the venue, but

not necessarily one each season.
The NFL also has agreements to play

at least two games at Wembley each
year through 2020 and will begin play-
ing at least two games a year at the
redeveloped White Hart Lane, the home
of English Premier League club
Tottenham, beginning in 2018.

Thus, how successful Sunday’s game
is could play a role in the NFL’s future at
Twickenham.  Waller said the league isn’t
considering games at any other venues
in London, and the reason Twickenham
and White Hart Lane were contracted is
because Wembley hosts a number of
other events.

“The most exciting thing for us is the
ability for us to get a new experience, a
new stadium experience,” Waller said.
“We’re very happy and have always been
very happy with Wembley, and so for us,
it’s never been about looking for some-
thing better than Wembley. It’s, ‘Hey, we
need to give our fans the best experi-
ence available.’” —AP

NFL prepares for first London game at Twickenham Stadium

ESTORIL: This file photo taken on May 2, 2015 in Estoril shows Australian Nick Kyrgios celebrating a point over Spanish Pablo Busta during the
semi-final Estoril Open Tennis tournament. Wayward tennis star Nick Kyrgios will seek psychological help to avoid an eight week ban ordered
by the ATP for a tantrum at the Shanghai Masters, Tennis Australia said yesterday. —AFP

LONDON: Wayward tennis star Nick Kyrgios will
seek psychological help to avoid an eight week
ban ordered by the ATP for a tantrum at the
Shanghai Masters, Tennis Australia said yester-
day.  The ATP ordered a $25,000 (22,700 euros)
fine and said a three week ban would be
increased to eight weeks if the 21-year-old
Kyrgios did not seek help for his temper.

The world number 14 gave away points and
swore and argued with fans before being booed
off court after his 6-3, 6-1 defeat by Mischa
Zverev in his second round match last week.

Tennis Australia said in a statement that it
would support Kyrgios.  “Nick’s health and well-
being is a priority and the ATP has offered a
reduced penalty on the provision that he seeks
appropriate professional advice, which he has
agreed to do,” said a statement by the Australian
body. Kyrgios apologised again for his behaviour
in Shanghai.  “The season has been a long one as
I battled several injuries and other challenges
towards the end of the summer,” he said in a
statement.  “My body finally just gave out in
Shanghai both physically and mentally.  “This is
no excuse, and I know very well that I need to
apologise to the fans - in Shanghai and other
parts of the world - as well as the tournament
organisers in Shanghai who do an amazing job.”

Kyrgios said he “regretted how his year was
ending.” “I do understand and respect the deci-
sion by the ATP and I will use this time off to
improve on and off the court.”

The $25,000 ATP fine will be added to a
$16,500 penalty ordered last week.  The
Shanghai outburst was the latest in a long line of
incidents involving the Australian. Last year he
was given a suspended one-month ban for mak-
ing comments to Stan Wawrinka about his wife.

“Nick’s conduct in Shanghai was unaccept-
able, disrespectful to the sport and its fans,” said
ATP executive chairman Chris Kermode.  “We
take these matters very seriously and he has
since apologised for his actions.

“Nick is a phenomenal talent and our hope is
that he uses this time away from the tour con-
structively and, with some support, is able to
return to competition with an improved mindset
and stronger than ever before.” The ATP said that
after an investigation into the Australian’s sec-
ond round match in Shanghai, Kyrgios had been
found guilty of conduct contrary to the integrity
of the game.

This meant an additional fine and an immedi-
ate eight week suspension.  “However, the sus-
pension will be reduced to three tournament
weeks upon agreement that the player enters a
plan of care under the direction of a sports psy-
chologist, or an equivalent plan approved by
ATP.” If Kyrgios agrees to see a psychologist he
could return to the tour on November 7, after
the three week ban.

As he would have no more tournaments to
play, even the three week ban means that
Kyrgios’s year is effectively over.

“We have spoken to his management and

Nick has agreed to seek the help of a sports psy-
chologist and will now be available to play in the

Hopman Cup in early January,” a Tennis Australia
spokesperson said. —AFP

Kyrgios to seek psychologist 

help after ATP ban threat

SHANGHAI: Andy Murray has never been the
most fashionable member of tennis’s ‘Big Four’,
but he finally looks the part as he zeroes in on
the world number one spot.

Winning back-to-back titles in China with-
out dropping a set tells its own story, and
underlines the consensus that Murray is cur-
rently the world’s best player. The 29-year-old
swept past Roberto Bautista to win his third
Shanghai Masters title on Sunday, lifting his
sixth trophy in what has been his best season
yet. It could get better for Murray, who can
overtake Novak Djokovic at the top of the
rankings with wins in Vienna and Paris, provid-
ed the Serb doesn’t reach the Paris final.

It hasn’t done Murray any harm that
Djokovic has suffered a sudden and perplexing
dip in form, and that Roger Federer is sidelined
by injury.  Rafael Nadal is also a fading force
but Murray would be a deserving successor as
the last of the four, who have 46 Grand Slam
titles between them, to reach number one.
What’s more, Murray, often marked out for his
anguished demeanour on court, is growing
into the role of eminent tour-leader in the
mould of Djokovic and Federer before him.

The one-time gawky kid still berates him-
self during matches but he is far more com-
fortable with the media, giving fulsome and
intelligent answers to all questions. He is also
prepared to defend and mentor younger play-
ers such as the wayward Nick Kyrgios, whose
latest on-court meltdown resulted in a fine in
Shanghai. Physically, too, Murray is at his peak,
with supreme fitness and acceleration that can
shift his now-hulking frame around the court
at frightening speeds.

TOUGH LOSSES 
He has reached three Slam finals this year,

winning his second Wimbledon title and also
becoming the first man to successfully defend
Olympic singles gold.

Murray hired British coach Jamie Delgado
this year and Ivan Lendl’s return to his team in
June was quickly followed by victory at
Wimbledon. He hasn’t looked back since.

“Winning Wimbledon was really a big boost
to my confidence after I had had quite a few
tough losses in the Slams the last few years,” he
said.  “That kind of gave me a lot more belief in
myself that I could win the major competitions
again. It helped motivate me.  “I have obviously
quite a different team this year with Ivan and
Jamie.  Since the French Open, I’ve played the
best three months of tennis of my career.”

Obstacles remain and Murray is wary of a
return to form by Djokovic, conservatively pre-
dicting that February or March represent his
best chance of reaching number one. “I will try
and finish this year as strong as I can. And next
year if the opportunity is there to reach num-
ber one, then I want to try and take it,” he said.
“But it’s not going to be easy because Novak
plays great tennis indoors, and also his record
at the beginning of the year is phenomenal in
Australia and Indian Wells, Miami. “It’s going to
be a tough thing to achieve that. I’m aware of
that. I’m close-ish right now, but it’s going to
be really tough still.” It has been some journey
for Murray, who survived the 1996 Dunblane
school massacre when he was eight and
moved to Spain to further his tennis career
when he was 15. But if he keeps his current tra-
jectory, it won’t be long before he becomes
Britain’s first world number one under the
ATP’s computerised rankings, which were
introduced in 1973. “I have never had success
like I have had the last few months in my
career, so to keep that going, I’m aware it’s
going to be a difficult thing to do,” he warned.

“I need to keep myself motivated and be
smart with my schedule and my time off, as
well. But I believe I can get there. I definitely
believe I can get there.  “These last few months
have proved that to me.” — AFP

Unfashionable Murray looking 

good for world number one

SHANGHAI: This file photo taken on October 16, 2016 shows Andy Murray of Britain
celebrating after winning his men’s singles finals match against Roberto Bautista
Agut of Spain at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament in Shanghai. Andy Murray
has never been the most fashionable member of tennis’s ‘Big Four’, but he finally
looks the part as he zeroes in on world number one. —AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sports Club
(KSSC) completed its preparations to
hold HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Shooting
Tournament, to start the 2016/2017 sea-
son. A large number of shooters of all
categories will participate in the tourna-
ment including shooters from the
National Guard, army and police, beside
the club shooters.

The tournament will be held from
20/10/2016 to 22/11 KSSC held refresher
courses for 15 shotgun referees and
another course for 20 rifle referees in
order to review the laws and update
them on new developments.

Head of shotgun referees Hamad Al-
Ruwaisan expressed thanks to the KSSF
Board of Directors for their continued
efforts to keep shooting sport at a prime
level, besides backing Kuwaiti referees to
officiate local and foreign tournaments.
He appreciated the large number of
shooters of both genders who will partic-
ipate in HH the Crown Prince tournament
including 100 in the shotgun events
alone. Meanwhile Deputy Technical
Director in the rifle pistol department
Abdallah Barakat said he is pleased to
have this important tournament at this
time of year, and hoped results be as

good as they were last year. He said most
shooters were getting ready two months
earlier and training hard to compete for
the top prize.

Member of the board, Assistant
Treasure Adnan Al-Ibrahim expressed
thanks to HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad for patronizing the
tournament as it is one of the important
events to launch this season.

He said that HH the Crown Prince con-
tributed so much to supporting heritage
sports, particularly shooting.

He said the organizing committee
held several meetings, and made sure all
ranges and equipment are ready, adding
that the opening ceremony will  be
attended by representative of HH the
Crown Prince and several dignitaries.

KSSC prepares for

shooting tournament

SINGAPORE: US superstar Serena Williams has
withdrawn from the elite W TA Finals in
Singapore, saying she’s still working to recover
from the shoulder troubles that hindered her
in 2016.  The WTA announced Williams’ with-
drawal from the event that starts on October
23 on their Twitter feed, posting a video of
Williams explaining the decision.

It will be the second straight year that
Williams is skipping the season finale in
Singapore due to injury.  “Hey everyone in
Singapore,” Williams said. “I’m really, really
bummed that I won’t be able to come com-
pete this year.

“It’s been a really tough year for me just
dealing so much with these shoulder injuries.
My doctor insists that I stay home and heal it
every single day.”

The 22-time Grand Slam champion earlier
pulled out of two tournaments in China after
being knocked out of the semi-finals of the US
Open.  That defeat saw Williams’ 186-week
reign atop the world rankings end as
Germany’s Angelique Kerber reached the sum-

mit and captured the Flushing Meadows title
into the bargain.

Williams claimed just one Grand Slam title
in 2016, at Wimbledon. After that, shoulder
troubles hampered her in Rio where her hopes
of a fifth Olympic gold medal were crushed in
the third round.

WTA CEO Steve Simon said in a statement
that organisers were “as disappointed as the
fans”.  “We wish her a speedy recovery and
look forward to seeing her back competing, fit
and healthy,” he added. 

Williams’ withdrawal opens up the eighth
qualification spot to Britain’s Johanna Konta,
Spain’s Carla Su·rez Navarro and Russia’s
Svetlana Kuznetsova.  Either Navarro or
Kuznetsova must win the title in Moscow at
the VTB Kremlin Cup next week in order to
edge out Konta for the eighth and final quali-
fying spot. 

The tournament in Singapore will see
reigning champion Agnieszka Radwanska
defending her title against current top seed
Kerber. — AFP

Serena Williams

Serena withdraws 

from WTA Finals

Adnan Al-Ibrahim
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LONDON: Chinese group Trillion Trophy
Asia ( T TA) completed their lengthy
takeover of English club Birmingham City
yesterday making it the third club based in
the city to fall under Chinese control.

The confirmation of the purchase of the
second tier side by TTA-who are controlled
by 55-year-old Hong Kong businessman
Paul Suen and his business partner Daniel
Sue-brings to a definitive end the stormy
ownership of disgraced businessman

Carson Yeung.  TTA now hold approximate-
ly 50.64 per cent of the shares of
Birmingham’s parent company
Birmingham International Holdings
Limited (BIHL) — Yueng had been chair-
man and executive director of the compa-
ny. Receivers Ernst & Young had been run-
ning the club since February 2015, after
BIHL went into receivership. Former banker
Panos Pavlakis has been in charge of the
day-to-day operations as director since

2014. TTA-who 16 months ago were given
a two year exclusivity period to complete
the takeover-become the third Chinese
operation to secure control of a
Birmingham club.

Yunyi Guokai Sports Development
Limited, led by Chinese entrepreneur
Guochuan Lai, bought Premier League
side West Brom in September, and Tony Xia
acquired ailing former European Cup win-
ners Aston Villa earlier this year.

Nearby second tier side Wolves is also
under Chinese ownership, Fosun
International completing their takeover in
July. “ The club’s parent company,
Birmingham International Holdings
Limited (BIHL), has resumed trading on the
Hong Kong Stock Exchange and is now in
the expert hands of Trillion Trophy Asia
Limited ( TTA),” read a statement from
Birmingham.

“It means that, as a club, we have new

owners - and we welcome all at TTA into
the Blues family and we look forward to
exciting times ahead at St.  Andrew’s under
their guidance and with their backing.”

Suen, who is an expert in turning
around poorly-performing stocks and
wholly owns Wealthy Associates which
owns TTA, has been financing Birmingham
for some time and he and his company
have committed themselves to owning the
club for a minimum two years. —AFP

Chinese group complete takeover of Birmingham

VANCOUVER: Vancouver Canucks right wing Alexandre Burrows (14) tries to get the puck away from Carolina Hurricanes defenceman Noah
Hanifin (5) as teammates goalie Eddie Lack (31) and defenceman Klas Dahlbeck (6) look on during first period NHL action in Vancouver, British
Columbia, yesterday. — AP

VANCOUVER: Brandon Sutter scored 32 sec-
onds into over t ime and the Vancouver
Canucks erased a three-goal deficit to beat the
Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 on Sunday night.

Sutter beat goalie Eddie Lack on a quick
shot on a 2-on-1 run rush for the Canucks’ sec-
ond straight comeback win. Markus Granlund
had a goal and an assist and Bo Horvat and
Ben Hutton also scored for Vancouver, which
got 19 stops from Jacob Markstrom. Sutter
added an assist.

Justin Faulk had a goal and an assist, while
Victor Rask and Teuvo Teravainen also scored
for Carolina. Lack made 27 saves against his
former team. The Hurricanes were coming off
a 5-4 overtime loss to Winnipeg on Thursday
in which they blew a 4-1 third-period lead,
whi le  the Canucks beat  Calgar y 2-1 in  a
shootout on Saturday to open their season.

Vancouver trailed 3-1 after two periods, but
cut the deficit just 1:11 into the third when
Granlund finished a nice passing play with
Sutter and Jannik Hansen for his first of the
season after Faulk turned the puck over in his
own zone.

The Canucks continued to press and Hutton
tied the game with 5:50 left in regulation
when he buried his first from the slot past
Lack, a fan favorite during his two seasons in
Vancouver before he was traded to Carolina
following the 2014-15 season.

Lack stood strong during a late Vancouver
power play, including a great stop on Sven
Baer tschi  in  f ront  and then another  on
Granlund with about a minute left in regula-
tion. Carolina led 2-0 after scoring goals 1:24
apar t  late in  the opening period,  and
stretched that lead at 5:28 of the second when
Faulk took advantage of some soft defensive

play to bury his own rebound past Markstrom
off  the rush for  his  f i rst  of  the season.
Vancouver started to play better as the second
period wore on, and Horvat scored his first
with 7:57 left after taking a rebound off the
end boards and making a strong move to the
net on the backhand. Lack, who lost his only
start against Vancouver last season, was called
upon to make a couple of big saves to keep
the Hurricanes up by two through 40 minutes,
including a great pad stop on a slick deflec-
tion by Loui Eriksson.

Vancouver had a number of early chances
and held an 8-1 shot advantage 10 minutes
into the game before the visitors found their

legs. Rask scored his second goal of the sea-
son with 2:24 left in the period after working a
give and go with Lee Stempniak, roofing a
perfect shot into the top corner.

The Hurricanes then doubled their lead on
the power play with 49.7 seconds remaining
when  Teravainen, who was acquired from
Chicago in an offseason trade, picked up a
loose puck af ter  Faulk ’s  point  shot  was
blocked and swept his first of the year past
Markstrom. Canucks now continue a four-
game homestand tonight against St Louis.
While Hurricanes play their third of six straight
on the road to start the season tonight in
Edmonton. — AP

Canucks erase three-goal 
deficit to beat Hurricanes

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 3 0 0 11 6 6    
Colorado 1 0 0 6 5 2    
Dallas 1 1 0 9 8 2    
Minnesota 1 1 0 6 6 2    
Winnipeg 1 1 0 8 8 2    
Nashville 1 1 0 6 7 2    
Chicago 1 2 0 9 11 2    

Pacific Division
San Jose 2 0 0 5 3 4    
Vancouver 2 0 0 6 4 4    
Edmonton 2 1 0 14 13 4    
Arizona 1 0 0 4 3 2    
Anaheim 0 2 1 6 10 1    
Calgary 0 2 1 8 14 1    
Los Angeles 0 2 0 3 6 0    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 2 0 0 6 2 4    

Tampa Bay 2 0 0 9 6 4    
Ottawa 2 0 0 9 7 4    
Montreal 1 0 1 7 5 3    
Toronto 1 0 1 8 6 3    
Buffalo 1 1 0 7 6 2    
Boston 1 1 0 7 7 2    
Detroit 0 2 0 5 10 0    

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 2 0 0 6 4 4    
Philadelphia 1 0 1 7 6 3    
Washington 1 0 1 4 4 3    
NY Rangers 1 1 0 7 6 2    
Carolina 0 0 2 7 9 2    
NY Islanders 1 2 0 7 9 2    
New Jersey 0 1 1 3 5 1    
Columbus 0 2 0 5 9 0    
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings
NY Islanders 3, Anaheim  2 (OT); Buffalo 6, Edmonton 2; Vancouver 4, Carolina 3 (OT).

LOS ANGELES: Midway through the first
quarter, Maya Moore was looking in her
teammates’ eyes, searching for clues as to
how the game would go.

She could see their passion and resolve.
“I knew we were going to fight,” she said.
Moore scored 31 points and Minnesota’s
defense held Nneka Ogwumike and
Candace Parker in check to help the Lynx
beat the Los Angeles Sparks 85-79 on
Sunday night and force a decisive fifth
game in the WNBA Finals.

“Every possession was so crucial and we
just made more of them,” Moore said.
Lindsay Whalen added 13 points, Seimone
Augustus had 12 and Sylvia Fowles had 10
points and 13 rebounds in tying the series
2-2 and sending it back to Minneapolis,
where the Lynx will try to win their record-
tying fourth championship on Thursday.

“This is what a Finals game should look
like,” Minnesota coach Cheryl Reeve said.
“Both teams leaving it all on the floor.”
Ogwumike, the league MVP, scored 11
points on 5 of 10 shooting, while two-time
MVP Parker scored 14 points and made 6 of
7 free throws for the Sparks, who were try-
ing to close out their first title since 2002 in
front of their fans at Staples Center.

Chelsea Gray led the Sparks with 20
points off the bench. She was 6 of 11 and
made all four of her free throws. The Sparks
outscored the Lynx 10-4 to open the fourth,
tying it at 69-all on Parker’s driving bank
shot as she fell out of bounds. Los Angeles
got most of its points at the free throw line,
going 6 of 9 in that span.

Whalen scored two straight baskets to
put the Lynx back in front 73-69 on
turnovers by Ogwumike and Kristi Toliver,
who finished with 15 points.

“We’ll replay this game in our minds and
know we have to play with a little bit more
poise down the stretch,” Toliver said. “Be
more decisive.”

Trailing 77-72, Gray hit her fourth 3-
pointer to draw the Sparks within two. “We
were trying, we were making things hap-
pen down the stretch,” Los Angeles coach
Brian Agler said. “It’s just the ability to play
with poise down the stretch.”

The teams traded baskets and
Minnesota led 79-77. Parker was called for a
shooting foul on Rebekkah Brunson, who
made both free throws for an 81-77 lead.
Before Parker fouled Brunson, it appeared
that Minnesota hadn’t gotten the ball

across halfcourt in time to avoid an 8-sec-
ond violation.  Replays suggested the ball
was still in the backcourt when the shot
clock was at 16.

“I think they forgot they had to get the
ball over the line,” Toliver said. “But that’s
life. We can’t leave it up to the officials to
determine a series. We have to go take it.”

With 42 seconds left, Whalen lost the
ball to Ogwumike. At the Sparks’ end,
Brunson stole it from Parker, who ended up
getting whistled for the foul.

“I had it at one point and after that I did-
n’t see what happened because I think I
was on the floor,” Whalen said. “It was kind
of a wild play.”

Moore stole an inbounds pass and
Ogwumike fouled her with 4 seconds left.
Moore made both to close out the win,
missing just one of her 12 free throw
attempts.

“We fought today,” Ogwumike said.
“When it comes to focus and awareness, we
can sharpen up there. We’re going to fight
again.” The Lynx scored six in a row to take
their largest lead, 52-42, early in the third,
which ended in a 3-point contest. The
Sparks made three, including two by Gray,
and Moore hit two 3s for the Lynx, who led
65-59 going into the fourth. Moore scored
10 points in the third. Minnesota dominat-
ed the Sparks 22-4 in fastbreak points and
controlled the boards, 41-25.

STILL HURT
Janel McCarville missed her second

straight game with a back injury, leaving
the Lynx without her 6-foot-2 post pres-
ence.

FOUL TROUBLE
Brunson, who guarded Parker much of

the time, finished with six points and five
fouls. Fowles had four fouls.

KOBE AND THE GIRLS
A bearded Kobe Bryant returned to the

scene of some of his greatest career
moments, watching courtside with wife
Vanessa and their two daughters. Also on
hand was Sparks co-owner Magic Johnson,
who returned from Chicago where the
Dodgers were playing the Cubs in the
National League Championship Series at
the same time. Lakers guard Lou Williams,
Cedric the Entertainer and Marsai Martin of
“black-ish” attended. — AP

Lynx down Sparks 85-79 to 
stay alive in WNBA Finals

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Sparks guard Kristi Toliver, right, shoots as Minnesota
Lynx forward Maya Moore defends during the second half in Game 4 of the WNBA
Finals, yesterday, in Los Angeles. The Lynx won 85-79. — AP

OKLAHOMA CITY: Russell Westbrook’s
fans finally got to show their apprecia-
tion for his loyalty to the Thunder.
Westbrook had 26 points and 10 assists
to help Oklahoma City beat the
Minnesota Timberwolves 112-94 on
Sunday night. It was Oklahoma City’s
first home preseason game after open-
ing with two games in Spain, then
playing in Dallas and Tulsa. Oklahoma
City ’s crowd cheered loudly when
Westbrook was the first player
announced during pregame introduc-
tions, in part, because the former scor-
ing champion and two-time All-Star
MVP re-signed with Oklahoma City
after Kevin Durant chose to leave for
Golden State. Westbrook was more
concerned about the way the Thunder
played. “We are getting into the flow of
things, trying to figure out different
things we can use,” he said. “It was
good.”  Westbrook fired up the crowd
when he got one of his typical blow-by
layups in the first quarter and was
fouled. He got the arena energized
again when he uncorked a highlight-
reel one-handed dunk in the third
quarter. Steven Adams scored 14 of his
20 points in the first half as Westbrook

constantly looked for him. Victor
Oladipo scored 11 points and Enes
Kanter added 10 points and eight
rebounds. The Thunder (2-3) will host
Denver today.

Thunder guard Anthony Morrow
was not with the team because he was
awaiting the birth of his twin sons.
Thunder guard Alex Abrines left the
game with a right hip contusion and
did not return.

The Timberwolves played at Miami
on Saturday, so Andrew Wiggins, Ricky
Rubio, Karl-Anthony Towns and Zach
LaVine were among those who rested
Sunday. John Lucas III scored 18 points
and Adreian Payne added 16 for
Minnesota (3-2). The Timberwolves
host Memphis tomorrow.

HAWKS 105, MAGIC 98
Paul Millsap and Tim Hardaway Jr.

each scored 19 points to lead the
Hawks. Millsap made 7 of 12 shots and
had nine rebounds and seven assists
for the Hawks (3-2). Serge Ibaka scored
25 points and Evan Fournier added 22
for the Magic (1-4) .  Thabo Sefolosha
scored 15 points and made 3 of 4 3-
pointers. ... The Hawks shot just 40.9

percent from the field but made 23 of
27 free throws. ... Rookie Taurean Prince
scored 13 points in 27 minutes. Ibaka,
in a more significant offensive role in
Orlando after having played with
Durant and Westbrook in Oklahoma
City, made 9 of 15 shots. He had 19
points and 17 rebounds Friday against
Indiana.  ... Bismack Biyombo had 19
rebounds. ... Orlando made just 12 of
24 free throws. Biyombo connected on
just 3 of 10.

NUGGETS 106, TRAIL BLAZERS 97
Wilson Chandler scored 18 points

and Will Barton had 17 to lead Denver/
Chandler made 4 of 5 3-pointers and
Jusuf Nurkic had 13 points and nine
rebounds for Denver (3-3).  C.J.
McCollum scored 20 points and Al-
Faroug Aminu added 18 for the Trail
Blazers (3-2). Damian Lillard scored four
points on 1-for-10 shooting. Jamal
Murray scored 15 points. .. The Nuggets
shot better from 3-point (46.2 percent)
than overall (45.1). ... The Nuggets
made just 20 of 33 free throws.  Aminu
made 5 of 7 3-pointers. ... Noah Vonleh
had 10 rebounds. ... Portland shot 39.8
percent.  —AP

Westbrook, Adams power 
Thunder past Timberwolves

ORLANDO: Orlando Magic forward Bismack Biyombo (11) goes up to shoot in front of Atlanta Hawks forward
Paul Millsap, left, and Thabo Sefolosha (25) during the first half of an NBA preseason basketball game in
Orlando, Fla., Sunday. — AP
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CHICAGO: Left-handed hurler
Clayton Kershaw pitched seven stellar
innings and Adrian Gonzalez hit the
winning homer Sunday in the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ 1-0 Major League
Baseball playoff victory over the
Chicago Cubs.

Dodgers starter Kershaw allowed
just two hits to help the Dodgers level
the best-of-seven National League
Championship Series at one game
apiece.  Gonzales belted a solo home
run off Cubs starting pitcher Kyle
Hendricks in the second inning, and
thanks to Kershaw and closing pitcher
Kenley Jansen it was enough.

Kershaw gave up back-to-back
Cubs hits in the fifth inning, when
Javier Baez and Willson Contreras pro-
duced two-out singles, but not before
he retired 14 straight batters.

Kershaw struck out six in the domi-
nant per formance, and Jansen
pitched a perfect eighth and ninth to
secure the win.

“It’s fun when you win,” Kershaw
said, although he said that during the
game the level of concentration
required leaves little room for enjoy-
ment.  “When you’re in the moment,

you’re just trying to just constantly
stop runs, preventing runs ... it was
one of those games where one pitch
could have been the deciding factor.
So, really just kind of couldn’t look up
for a minute for air and just kind of
kept going through it and fortunate
to get through it tonight.”

Jansen struck out four, including
pinch hitter Miguel Montero, whose
eight-inning grand slam lifted
Chicago to an 8-4 victory in game one
on Saturday. Hendricks struck out five,
walked four and threw 91 pitches
before he was lifted in the sixth inning
having surrendered three hits.  That
included the home run by Gonzalez.

“First at-bat, nobody on base, I
wanted to be aggressive,” Gonzalez
said.  “I just wanted to get a fastball
and try to elevate it. I felt pretty good
about it once I hit it, but I still ran
knowing that it could have easily not
gone over the wall.”

READY FOR TUESDAY 
The series shifts to Los Angeles for

game three on Tuesday, when the
Dodgers give the ball to former Cub
Rich Hill, while the Cubs send ace Jake

Arrieta to the mound. Arietta threw a
no-hitter at Dodger Stadium on
August 30, 2015.

“I know that we came in here want-
ing both, but taking one is good and
we’ll be ready on Tuesday to try to
take the series lead.” The winner of the
series will face either the Cleveland
Indians or Toronto Blue Jays in Major
League Baseball’s World Series cham-
pionship showcase.  The Indians won
two games at home to take a strong
grip on the American League
Championship Series, which shifts to
Toronto for game three on Monday.
Indians manager Terry Francona said
he expected pitcher Trevor Bauer to
start the game, after being scratched
from his game two start after cutting
the little finger of his pitching hand
while working on his drone.  “I don’t
think it ’s going to be a big deal,”
Francona said of Bauer’s injury.

While the Cubs’ title drought
stretching back to their last World
Series triumph in 1908 is the longest
in North American sport, the Indians
have endured their own epic stretch
of futility since last winning it all in
1948. —AFP

Dodgers level series with 
Cubs behind Kershaw’s gem

CHICAGO: Los Angeles Dodgers’ Adrian Gonzalez (23) hits a home run during the second inning of Game 2 of the
National League baseball championship series against the Chicago Cubs, in Chicago. —  AP 

DUBAI: Wily Pakistan leg-spinner Yasir
Shah yesterday wished he had a Test
face off with magician Indian offie
Ravichandaran Ashwin in a battle of two
fast wicket-taking spinners.

Shah became the joint-second
fastest to 100 wickets in all Test cricket
when he took 5-121 in his 17th match
against West Indies in the first day-night
Test in Dubai on Sunday.

England’s George Lohmann holds the
record of fastest to 100 Test wickets
when he completed the tally in his 16th
Test in 1896. Australia’s Charlie Turner
and Clairre Grimmett and England’s
Sydney Barnes all reached 100-mark in

their 17th Test. Shah said Asiwn’s best
luck message was an inspiration. “Yes,
he had said good luck so I am thankful,”
Shah said of the Indian master’s tweet. 

“It ’s naturally motivating when a
great bowler who is second fastest to
200 tweets a good luck message and it’s
really a great motivation for me.”

Ashwin, who became the second
fastest to 200 wickets in the recently
concluded home series against New
Zealand in 37 Tests-one match more
than Grimmett-had wished Shah “best
of luck” in a tweet last week.

“Good luck, may the force be with
him. He is such a delight to watch,”

Ashwin had tweeted last week. On Shah
achieving the record, Ashwin tweeted
on Sunday: “Just a little late I guess, but
very well done @Shah64Y double it up
now.” 

Shah had 76 wickets in his first 12
Test and took ten against England at
Lord’s but couldn’t complete 100 in the
next three matches. Shah said he wishes
he play against Ashwin.

“Every Pakistani and Indian player
has this wish to play against each other,”
said Shah. “I have not played a Test
against India so it’s my wish.” Political
tensions have not allowed Pakistan and
India to play a Test series against each

other since 2007. India stalled all bilater-
al series with Pakistan in the wake of
2008 Mumbai attacks, which New Delhi
blamed on militants based across the
border.

Ashwin had made his Test debut in
2011 while Shah has only started play-
ing Tests two years ago.

But both have crossed paths in a
Wold Cup 2015 match at Adelaide when
Ashwin got one wickets and Shah went
wicket-less.

With India number one in Test rank-
ings and Pakistan number two, there
was a suggestion of having a one-off
Test to determine a world Test champi-

on. But a renewed tension between the
two arch-rivals since an attack on a mili-
tary base in Indian administered
Kashmir which left 17 soldiers killed
have left the two nations close to war.

That has left no chance of cricket
between the South Asian nuclear rivals.

Shah said he has faced no problems
in his comeback from a failed dope test
of last year.

“I was lucky that I was suspended for
three months only and I did not lose any
Test series and since my come back I
have found no problems,” said Shah who
escaped a lengthy ban after admitting
to taking hyper-tension tablets. —AFP

Pakistan’s Yasir wants match with India’s Ashwin

DUBAI: West Indies batsman Darren Bravo (front) raises his bat and helmet as he celebrates after scoring century (100 runs) as team captain
Jason Holder looks on on the final day of the first day-night Test between Pakistan and the West Indies at the Dubai International Cricket
Stadium in the Gulf Emirate yesterday. — AFP

DUBAI: Darren Bravo cracked a fighting century
to lead West Indies’ fight against Pakistan on the
fifth and final day in the first day-night Test in
Dubai yesterday.

The left-handed genius was unbeaten on 102
for his eighth hundred-fifth in Asia and seven
away from home-as West Indies were 232-6 at
dinner on a weary final day pitch at Dubai stadi-
um. Pakistan had taken the second new ball with
West Indies 224-6 and Bravo needing four for
hundred. Bravo smashed an uppish drive off
paceman Mohammad Amir’s first ball to back-
ward point boundary to complete his magnifi-
cent hundred after 329-minutes of defiance.

He has so far hit nine boundaries and a six to
frustrate Pakistan who are looking for a 1-0 lead
in the three-match series.

Skipper Jason Holder was unbeaten on eight
as West Indies till need 114 runs for an unlikely
win in the remaining 38 overs. 

Bravo put up his best resistance during a 77-
run stand for the fifth wicket with Roston Chase
(35) and has so far added 38 for the seventh with
Holder. Chase, famous for his 137 not out at
Jamaica which helped West Indies draw a Test
against India in July this year, gave full support
to Bravo as the duo frustrated Pakistan.

Pakistan’s hopes were rested on leg-spinner

Yasir Shah who was not at his best despite good
turn on offer. He finally got his first wicket when
he bowled Chase from across his feet.

Paceman Wahab Riaz then dismissed Shane
Dowrich for nought to leave West Indies at 194-
6. West Indies had resumed at 95-2 and were
instantly in trouble when Amir had Marlon
Samuels caught behind for four with the first
ball of the day. Jermaine Blackwood (15) helped

Bravo take the total to 116 when left-arm spin-
ner Mohammad Nawaz trapped him leg-before,
a decision Pakistan only got on referral.

Pakistan did not get what was expected from
Shah in the first session as he bowled faster
rather than giving flight to the ball. 

The remaining two Tests will be played in Abu
Dhabi (October 21-25) and Sharjah (October 30-
November 3). — AFP

Ton-up Darren Bravo thwarts 
Pakistan in day-night Test

Pakistan 1st innings 579 for 3 decl (A. Ali 302no, S.
Aslam 90, B. Azam 69, A. Shafiq 67).
West Indies 1st innings 357 (D. Bravo 87, M. Samuels
76; Y. Shah 5-121)           
Pakistan 2nd innings 123 (D. Bishoo 8-49)                                      
West Indies 2nd innings (Overnight: 95-2; Target: 346
runs)
K. Brathwaite b Amir 6   
L. Johnson lbw b Amir 47  
Da. Bravo not out 102 
M. Samuels c S. Ahmed b Amir 4   
J. Blackwood lbw b Nawaz 15  

R. Chase b Shah 35  
S. Dowrich b Riaz 0   
J. Holder not out 8   
Extras (b-1 lb-6 nb-3 w-5) 15  
Total (for 6 wickets, 83 overs) 232 
Fall of wickets: 1-27 K. Brathwaite, 2-87 L. Johnson, 3-95
M. Samuels, 4-116 J. Blackwood, 5-193 R. Chase, 6-194
S. Dowrich.
To bat: D. Bishoo, M. Cummins, S. Gabriel
Bowling: M. Amir 19-5-52-3 (w-5), So. Khan 6-1-12-0, Y.
Shah 32-4-98-1, M. Nawaz 13-3-24-1, W. Riaz 13-1-39-1
(nb-3). 

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at dinner on the fifth day in the first Test between Pakistan and West Indies yesterday in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates. 

SYDNEY: Former Australia captain Michael
Clarke has revisited old feuds, describing
Shane Watson as part of a group that was
“like a tumour” on the team.

Star batsman Clarke also spoke of his
notorious dressing-room bust-up with
Simon Katich, who grabbed the then vice-
captain’s throat during a disagreement
about when the team song should be sung
after Australia’s Test win against South
Africa in 2009.

In a television interview with Channel
Nine’s 60 Minutes programme aired late
Sunday to coincide with the release of his
autobiography, Clarke spoke of his stormy
relationships.

He denied labelling all-rounder Watson
a “cancer” on the team, a claim made by
Mickey Arthur in documents connected to
the former coach’s legal action against
Cricket Australia following the South
African’s sacking three years ago after a 4-0
defeat in India.

Watson had been one of four players
stood down by Arthur and Clarke for the
third Test against India in Mohali in 2013 in
the so-called “homework” affair. 

“No, I didn’t say that,” Clarke said. “I said
that there is a number of players, or a
group in this team at the moment that are
like a tumour, and if we don’t fix it, it’s
going to turn into a cancer.”

Asked if Watson was one of them Clarke
replied: “Shane was one of those players,
yes.” He admitted the run-in with Katich
caused a divide between him and the older
players. “I think a lot of us were getting
wound up, so I think I had every reason to
be pissed off,” Clarke said. “But I don’t think
my language was appropriate to Kato
(Katich). “It turned out-I found out four days
later-that Matthew Hayden was going to
retire after that Test match. So I think
Haydos was pissed off as well that that hap-
pened in his last Test.”

Clarke who retired after the Ashes last
year, said some of his problems started
when he was appointed vice-captain to
Ricky Ponting.

“I don’t think I was a good vice-captain
at all,” he told the programme.  “As soon as I
got given the vice-captaincy, I think the
perception was I was automatically the
next captain, and that built.”

The former skipper admits he struggled
with the public perception of his personali-
ty. “I hated not knowing why people didn’t
like me or why the media perception was
they didn’t like me,” Clarke said.

“The negative stuff I would read, and I
felt like I was reading it in bold letters. 

“You know, ‘you’re selfish, you don’t care
about the team, you’re an upstart’ - that
was hard to deal with.” — AFP

Watson part of Aussie 
team ‘tumour’: Clarke

Five things we learned 
from 8-week in La Liga

MADRID: Atletico Madrid, Real Madrid and
Barcelona smashed 17 goals, whilst Sevilla
remain in the title hunt thanks to a long-
awaited win on the road.

Here, AFP sports looks at five things we
learned from week eight in La Liga. 

NEW-LOOK ATTACKING 
ATLETICO SPARKLE

Atletico fell three points short of the title
last season despite managing to score four
goals or more just once in the entire sea-
son. After a 7-1 humbling of Granada,
Diego Simeone’s men have now hit four or
more three times in eight games.

Most impressively of all, Atletico’s defen-
sive solidity hasn’t been forgotten. Isaac
Cuenca’s stunning shock opener for
Granada was only the third time Atletico
have conceded this season.

A reliance on Antoine Griezmann for
goals was forgotten as the Frenchman did-
n’t even find the net as Yannick Carrasco
continued his brilliant start to the cam-
paign with a first career hat-trick.

Nicolas Gaitan’s first two Atletico goals
off the bench also underlined Los
Rojiblancos new found depth and variety
of attacking talent.

SEVILLA END AWAY HOODOO
Next up for Atletico is a trip to the

always intimating Sanchez Pizjuan to face
Sevilla. Jorge Sampaoli’s men could even
leapfrog Atletico after finally ending their
woes on the road with a first away league
win for 23 games and 17 months at

Leganes to remain third, just a point
behind the Madrid duo. Sampaoli’s reign
has so far produced far better results than
performances, but with a marked improve-
ment on their travels a first top-four finish
in seven years should be the least of the
Europa League holders ambitions.

MESSI HITS THE GROUND RUNNING
Three minutes and three touches were

all Lionel Messi needed to net on his return
after over three weeks out with a groin
problem. Barcelona’s struggles post inter-
national breaks have become known as the
“FIFA virus”, but, even before Messi made
his return, the champions were well on
their way to victory over Deportivo la
Coruna with a 3-0 half-time lead.

In the long run Messi’s injury may even
benefit Barca’s long-term ambitions. Nearly
a month out and one less transatlantic trip
to bail out Argentina’s 

struggling World Cup qualifying bid
after a third consecutive summer repre-
senting his country can only held save
Messi’s legs for the business end of the
campaign in the new year.

FREE-SCORING TOP SIX 
TIGHT AT THE TOP

Ahead of his return to Barcelona later
this week in the Champions League, Man
City boss Pep Guardiola was quick to shoot
down the often touted suggestion that
England’s Premier League is more demand-
ing week in, week out than La Liga or the
Bundesliga.—AFP



S PORTS
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

LONDONL: The next England soccer
manager will have to pass strict behav-
iour protocol tests and vow 100 percent
commitment to the job, FA Chairman
Greg Clarke told British MPs yesterday.

He would ideally be English and, if
not, should be fully conversant with the
game in England and have several years
experience of managing at the top lev-
el.  Clarke,  who has been Football
Association Chairman since early
September,  was gri l led by the
Parliamentary Culture, Media and Sport
Select Committee following Sam

Allardyce’s ill-fated 67-day reign as
England manager.

“Sam was in breach of his duties as
an employee ... He let us down badly,
because in the end we want an England
manager whose sole priority is winning
for the team,” Clarke said.

Allardyce, given the job in July, left
after the Daily Telegraph reported that
he had allegedly offered advice on how
to get round FA transfer rules. He was in
charge for one World Cup qualifier.

The committee, concerned about
corruption in English football, ques-

tioned whether the FA had delved
deeply enough into Allardyce’s past
before appointing him, citing a T V
investigation in 2006 into his transfer
deals as a club manager.

Clarke, who for six years was chair-
man of the Football League which gov-
erns the professional game below the
Premier League, said no wronging had
been found.

The story by undercover reporters
published three weeks ago included
allegations that Allardyce, hired for a
reported 3 million pounds ($3.7 million)

a year, was offered 400,000 pounds to
represent a Far East firm interested in
investing in the English game, if possi-
ble by circumventing rules.

The committee focused on
Allardyce’s perceived greed and said it
expected the FA to ensure the next
England manager would be solely com-
mitted to improving the national team
after years of under-achievement.

Gareth Southgate was promoted
from coaching the Under-21 side to fill
the vacancy as caretaker manager and
given four matches to try to earn the

position permanently. The first two
games yielded a win and a draw.

Clarke said the ideal  candidate
would be English but he did not rule
out a foreigner provided he was well
versed in the English game. The FA has
long coveted Arsenal’s long-serving
French manager Arsene Wenger.

Al lardyce,  whose has  managed
clubs including Bolton Wanderers,
Newcastle United and Sunderland,
was given the England job after the
team failed miserably at Euro 2016
under Roy Hodgson. —Reuters

New FA chief vows to bring transparency to English game

LISBON: Dortmund’s head coach Thomas Tuchel attends a training session at Alvalade stadium in Lisbon yesterday, on the eve of the UEFA
Champions League group F football match Sporting CP vs Borussia Dortmund.    — AFP 

PARIS: AFP Sports looks ahead to today’s
Champions League action as champions Real
Madrid go on the goal trail against minnows
Legia Warsaw.

Group E
At Leverkusen, Germany

Bayer Leverkusen (GER) v Tottenham (ENG)
Tottenham’s surprise home defeat to Monaco

on the opening day has put a spanner in the
works in this group, putting both the English
side and Leverkusen under pressure coming into
their home-and-away series. Spurs bounced
back with a win in Moscow over CSKA and are
the only remaining unbeaten side in the Premier
League. Leverkusen, on the other hand, have
had a difficult start to the Bundesliga season and
sit in the bottom half. They also drew their first
two pool matches. Before the season began,
these two would have been considered the
group favourites but neither can afford to fail to
pick up at least a win in these back-to-back
encounters or they risk leaving themselves with
too much to do in the final two fixtures.

At Moscow
CSKA (RUS) v Monaco (FRA)

Monaco will seek to build on their opening 2-
1 victory over Tottenham when they travel to
Moscow to tackle CSKA, who sit third in the
Russian Premier League after a 1-0 win over Ufa
at the weekend. Monaco dropped to third in
Ligue 1, falling four points behind Nice after los-
ing 3-1 at Toulouse on Friday night, while the
leaders beat Lyon 2-0. CSKA are bottom of the
group and need a win, while one suspects pool
leaders Monaco would be happy to go home
with a point.

Group F
At Madrid

Real Madrid (ESP) v Legia Warsaw (POL)
Given Legia, the first Polish qualifiers to this

stage in 20 years, have already conceded eight
goals in their first two group games, anything
other than a Real avalanche would be a surprise.
Madrid warmed up for this match with a 6-1
thumping of Real Betis, who are probably a bet-
ter side than Warsaw. Real coach Zinedine
Zidane praised his side for playing with “intensi-
ty” on Saturday and a similar display would likely
blow away a Legia side that was thumped 6-0 at
home to Dortmund.

At Lisbon
Sporting (POR) v Borussia Dortmund (GER)

In what could likely develop into a battle for
second place behind Real, this match takes on
crucial importance. Sporting came close to a
stunning upset on the opening weekend, lead-
ing 1-0 at Real until late. They lost but will have
been buoyed by that performance and a win at
home to Dortmund would foster the belief that
they have the ability to get through this tough-
est of groups.  Borussia, though, have been regu-
lar fixtures in the knock-out stages in recent
years. They’ve been banging in the goals for fun
this season, too, behind only Bayern Munich in
the Bundesliga on that count. They were unlucky
to only draw at home to Hertha at the weekend,
as Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang missed a penalty
and hit the bar before notching a late equaliser.

If luck doesn’t desert the Gabon striker in Lisbon,
it could be a difficult night for Sporting.

Group G
At Bruges, Belgium

Club Brugge (BEL) v Porto (POR)
Pointless and goalless Brugge host Porto with

both sides targeting a first win to keep tabs on
Group G’s pacesetters. The pair last met in the
1972/73 UEFA Cup, Porto prevailing 5-3 on
aggregate. Belgian champions Brugge suffered
heavy losses to Leicester and Copenhagen, but
have a good home record against Portuguese
sides. Brugge coach Michel Preud’homme has
valuable insight into the Portuguese football
mentality as a former Benfica player. Porto wel-
come back Jesus Corona, recovered from a thigh
problem and among the scorers in their
Portuguese Cup win at the weekend. Brugge line
up after a league loss to Charleroi last Friday.

At Leicester, England
Leicester (ENG) v Copenhagen (DEN)

Leicester’s season is developing a Jekyll and
Hyde quality to it-struggling to defend their
shock Premier League crown but flying high in
Europe. Claudio Ranieri’s men host Copenhagen
top of the group with a perfect six points, a far
cry from their domestic form, their four defeats
already one more than they suffered over the
whole of last season. Their Danish guests are
placed second, two points adrift, so a third
straight win for the Foxes would bring a ticket to
the knockout stage in their first ever Champions
League campaign significantly closer. Leicester
will have to bounce back from a 3-0 loss to
Chelsea at the weekend. Ranieri rested last sea-
son’s player of the year Riyad Mahrez, one of
three key players, for today.

Group H
At Zagreb

Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) v Sevilla (ESP)
Dinamo took decisive action after 3-0 and 4-0

losses to Lyon and Juventus, with former
Bulgaria coach Ivaylo Petev replacing Zlatko
Kranjcar as manager.  In three-time Europa Cup

winners Sevilla they face no easy task, the
Spaniards having drawn 0-0 with Juventus and
beaten Lyon 1-0 to sit level on points at the top
of the table. Sevilla are also sitting pretty in La
Liga, one point off the summit after a win at
Leganes on Saturday, their first away league win
since the final day of the 2014/15 campaign.

At Lyon, France
Lyon (FRA) v Juventus (ITA)

Juventus are setting the pace in the Serie A
title race, their 2-1 win-Paulo Dybala scoring
both goals-over Udinese on Saturday placing
them five points clear of Roma. Coach
Massimiliano Allegri, who guided Juve to the
2015 final, cut a frustrated figure the last time
out after a goalless draw with Sevilla as he tries
to plot his team’s path to a first Champions
League crown in 20 years. Juve followed that
draw with an emphatic 4-0 win at Dinamo to
lead the table. The teams’ last encounter came in
the 2013/14 Europea League quarter-final, the
Italians winning both legs. — AFP

Real Madrid aim for goal fest as 

Leicester look to stay perfect

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

CSKA Moskva v AS Monaco 21:45 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Bayer 04 v Tottenham 21:45 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Sporting CP v Dortmund 21:45
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Real Madrid v Warszawa 21:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Leicester City v Copenhagen 21:45
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Club Brugge v FC Porto 21:45 
beIN SPORTS 8 HD
Lyonnais v Juventus 21:45 
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Dinamo Zagreb v Sevilla 21:45
beIN SPORTS 9 

SEOUL:  Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors hope
to ride out a bribery storm and reach the
AFC Champions League final when they
take a 4-1 lead into their semi-final sec-
ond leg against FC Seoul.

The K-League leaders were slapped
with a nine-point deduction and a 100
million won ($88,000) fine last month
after one of their scouts was convicted of
bribing referees.

It recalled dark days for Korean foot-
ball, after a match-fixing scandal in 2011
ended with a series of jail terms, bans
and fines, and one player’s alleged sui-
cide. But Jeonbuk will be confident of
reaching their third Asian final after scor-
ers Leonardo, Ricardo Lopes and Kim
Shin-Wook combined to devastating
effect in the first leg.

The winners of tomorrow’s all-Korean
clash will play UAE’s Al Ain or Qatari out-
fit El Jaish, who will try to overturn a 3-1
deficit in their second leg on Tuesday in
Doha. “Our players have been impressive
all season and I will continue to have
faith in them,” said Jeonbuk coach Choi
Kang-Hee, according to the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) website.
“We have confidence for the second leg.”

Jeonbuk won the title in 2006 and
they have hit form in this year’s latter
stages, smashing five past Shanghai SIPG
to reach the semis before their four-goal

spree against Seoul.
It leaves Seoul dangerman Adriano

teetering on 12 goals for the competi-
tion, one away from equalling the record
set by Guangzhou Evergrande’s Muriqui
in their 2013 title run.

But the club from the Korean capital
aren’t giving up hope just yet, and with
home advantage they will draw on mem-
ories of some heavy wins in the group
stage. “We know that we need to score
many goals to get the win,” said Seoul
coach Hwang Sun-Hong. “We will have to
be clinical and aggressive going for-
ward...  There is still football to be played
in this tie.” In Doha, mop-haired playmak-
er Omar Abdulrahman will try to lead Al
Ain into the final after he was among the
scorers in the UAE side’s 3-1 first-leg win.

The top-rated Abdulrahman has previ-
ously attracted interest from Manchester
City, and El Jaish coach Sabri Lamouchi
was in no doubt about the threat he pos-
es to his side.

“Al Ain have, for me, absolutely the
best player in Asia,” the Frenchman said,
according to UAE’s The National newspa-
per. “He is an unbelievable player. 

“I love him a lot, but it’s not only me.
All coaches want a player like him.
Because he fights with heart, and he is
also a very nice playmaker with an amaz-
ing left foot.” — AFP

Motors in driving seat 

despite bribery storm

PARIS:  Gambian footballers Modou Barrow
and Ousman Manneh experienced mixed for-
tunes in Europe at the weekend.

National team winger Barrow was a con-
stant threat for Swansea in a 3-2 English
Premier League loss at Arsenal before a brutal,
red-card tackle forced him to limp off in the
closing stages.

Teenage striker Manneh scored his first
goal for Werder Bremen four weeks after his
Bundesliga debut, and it gave his club a 2-1
victory over Bayer Leverkusen.

ENGLAND
VICTOR MOSES (Chelsea)

The Nigeria international set the seal on
Chelsea’s 3-0 win over champions Leicester
when he scored their third goal 10 minutes
from time. After exchanging passes with sub-
stitute Nathaniel Chalobah, the winger ran
clear into the penalty area and planted a low
shot past Kasper Schmeichel before celebrat-
ing with an extravagant back-flip.

WILFRIED BONY (Stoke )
The Ivory Coast forward was up front as

the Potters beat Sunderland 2-0  courtesy of
two goals from Joe Allen for their first league
win of the season.  He went close to scoring
himself after holding off Senegalese Papy
Djilobodji and firing just wide of Jordan
Pickford’s left-hand post.

YANNICK BOLASIE (Everton)
A member of the Everton side that pushed

leaders Manchester City hard in a 1-1 draw, the
Democratic Republic of Congo winger tested
the hosts’ defence with some surging runs.

MODOU BARROW (Swansea)
The Gambia winger was a constant threat

to Arsenal during a 3-2 defeat by the Gunners,
but he was unable to see the game out after
being on the receiving end of a brutal tackle
from Granit Xhaka which saw the Arsenal man
sent off with 20 minutes to go at the Emirates
Stadium. Barrow limped off with his ankle
heavily strapped minutes later.

SPAIN
CEDRIC BAKAMBU (Villarreal)

DR Congo striker Bakambu started for the
first time this season and took just over half an
hour to slot home his first goal of the cam-
paign as Villarreal’s unbeaten start to the sea-
son continued with a 5-0 thrashing of Celta
Vigo. Bakambu scored 22 goals in his debut
season in Spain, but had been limited to just
two substitute appearances due to a long-
running thigh muscle injury.

CARLOS KAMENI (Malaga)
A simple error from former Cameroon

goalkeeper Kameni cost Malaga in a 1-1 draw
at Alaves. Kameni flew off his line for a looping
ball inside his box, but was beaten to it by
Deyverson, who headed into an empty net to
give the hosts a ninth-minute lead.

ITALY
MOHAMED SALAH (Roma)

Edin Dzeko hit a brace for Roma in a 3-1
win over Napoli, but Salah was the unsung
hero for the Giallorossi as they moved up to

second, five points behind leaders Juventus.
The former Chelsea winger’s pace, in attack
and defence, was a crucial element for
Luciano Spalletti’s men at the San Paolo. “The
lad’s pace is incredible,” purred Spalletti. Salah
was rewarded for a fine day’s work with a goal,
taking his league tally this season to four.

KALIDOU KOULIBALY (Napoli)
Koulibaly’s performances for Napoli have

drawn interest from some top clubs in
England, but the Senegal defender had a bit-
tersweet performance for Napoli as their title
hopes were dented by a 3-1 home defeat to
Roma. After thwarting a possible Roma open-
er on the quarter hour when he slid in to dis-
possess Dzeko, Koulibaly panicked under
pressure from Salah, gave up possession and
saw Dzeko sweep the Egyptian’s delivery past
Pepe Reina for a 43rd-minute opener.
Koulibaly made amends shortly after the
restart with a towering header from a corner
that went in off the far post, but by that time
Dzeko had added a second.

FRANCE
CASIMIR NINGA (Montpellier)

Montpellier collected their first win since
the opening weekend of the season in large
part to Ninga’s brace in a 3-2 home victory
over Caen. The Chad striker, who netted a hat-
trick last time out, opened the scoring in the
second minute and lashed home the winner
12 minutes from time.

STEVE MOUNIE (Montpellier)
The Benin international suffered a roller-

coaster of emotions as he scored but was later
sent off in Montpellier’s win over Caen. The
22-year-old headed in Ninga’s cross to give
Montpellier a 2-1 lead on 65 minutes, but
picked up a second yellow card just six min-
utes later for a foul on Tunisian Alaeddine
Yahia.

YACINE BAMMOU (Nantes)
Moroccan forward Bammou ended an 11-

month Ligue 1 goal drought with the opener in
Nantes’ 2-1 derby victory over Lorient. Only
Angel di Maria had attempted more shots with-
out scoring in the French top flight this term.

GERMANY
PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG

(Borussia Dortmund)
The Gabon striker missed a penalty and hit

the bar before scoring Borussia Dortmund’s
equaliser in their 1-1 home draw against
Hertha Berlin in the Bundesliga as both sides
ended with 10 men. Aubameyang made up
for his saved penalty when he converted at
the back post with 10 minutes to go.

NABIL BENTALEB (Schalke 04)
The Algeria defensive midfielder, on loan

from Tottenham Hotspur, made club history
when his screaming 17-metre shot bounced
over the goalline and out again to give
Schalke the lead in their 1-1 draw at
Augsburg. Hawkeye goal-line technology
confirmed the ball had bounced behind the
line and it was the first time Schalke have
been awarded a goal by Hawkeye in
Germany’s top flight.—AFP

Mixed fortunes for 

Gambians in Europe

TURIN: Juventus’ forward Gonzalo Higuain from Argentina takes part in a training session on
the eve of a UEFA Champions League football match against Olympique Lyonnais yesterday at
the Juventus Training Center  in Vinovo, near Turin. — AFP 
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NEW ORLEANS: Drew Brees passed for 465 yards and
four touchdowns, Wil Lutz kicked a 52-yard field goal
with 11 seconds left, and the New Orleans Saints
pulled out a 41-38 victory over the Carolina Panthers
on Sunday. With his 15th 400-yard game, Brees broke a
tie with Peyton Manning for the most in the regular
season. Brees also led the Saints (2-3) to a second
straight victory while Carolina lost its fourth straight
despite the return of quarterback Cam Newton, who
missed last week’s loss to Tampa Bay because of a con-
cussion. Newton passed for 322 yards and two touch-
downs. He also ran for a 2-yard score and threw a 2-
point conversion to Devin Funchess that tied the game
at 38 with 2:58 left, and completed a comeback from
an early 21-0 deficit. However, he was also intercepted
by Sterling Moore in the back of the end zone, stalling
a promising drive in the first half - a turnover that
came back to haunt the defending NFC champions,
now 1-5.

COWBOYS 30, PACKERS 16
Rookie Dak Prescott threw for 247 yards and three

touchdowns, and the Cowboys forced four turnovers.
Prescott was 18 of 27, shaking off two fumbles and an
interception - the first of his career - to  lead the
Cowboys (5-1) to their fifth straight win. He showed
poise in the four th quar ter while marching the
Cowboys on a seven-play, 75-yard drive that ended
with a 4-yard touchdown pass to Cole Beasley for an
18-point lead. The score left Packers fans stunned at
Lambeau Field. They were booing at times following
another choppy game for the offense.  The four
turnovers were a season high for Green Bay (3-2). Even
two-time NFL MVP quarterback Aaron Rodgers wasn’t
immune from the jeering.  Rodgers finished 31 of 42
for a season-high 294 yards.

SEAHAWKS 26, FALCONS 24
Steven Hauschka’s 44-yard field goal with 1:57

remaining capped the 20th career fourth quarter or
overtime comeback for Seattle quarterback Russell
Wilson. After watching Matt Ryan blitz the Seahawks
for 21 third-quarter points, it was Wilson’s turn in the
fourth quarter. He led a 70-yarddrive that was capped
by Christine Michael’s 1-yard run with 4:47 left,  but a
blocked extra point by Ra’Shede Hageman still had
Seattle trailing 24-23. Seattle then got a needed big
play from its defense. Ryan’s pass slipped through Julio
Jones’ hands, was tipped in the air by Richard Sherman
and eventually landed in the arms of Earl Thomas, giv-
ing Seattle possession at midfield with 3:48 remaining.
It was the first time in the game that Jones was target-
ed and didn’t make the catch. Seattle stalled at the
Atlanta 26. This time Hauschka was perfect after miss-
ing a 29-yard attempt earlier in the fourth quarter, the
result of a bad snap. Ryan was incomplete on his last
four throws, including a breakup by Sherman on a

long pass to Jones on which the Falcons screamed for
a pass interference flag.

CHIEFS 26, RAIDERS 10
Spencer Ware ran for a career-high 131 yards and a

touchdown and Alex Smith picked apart Oakland’s
struggling defense. In their first game since getting
blown out by 29 points in Pittsburgh two weeks ago,
the Chiefs (3-2) efficiently handled a Raiders team that
had overcome defensive shortcomings with a big-play
offense to lead the AFC West. Smith completed 19 of
22 passes for 224 yards, Jamaal Charles and big defen-
sive lineman Dontari Poe each ran for scores, and the
Chiefs forced two turnovers by Derek Carr to dampen
a fast start to the season by the Raiders (4-2), who are
trying to end a 13-year playoff drought. Marcus Peters
set up Ware’s TD run with an early interception of Carr
and Dee Ford forced a fumble from Carr in the fourth
quarter to end any hopes of a late comeback.

TEXANS 26, COLTS 23, OT
Nick Novak made a 33-yard field goal in overtime to

give Houston a comeback victory over Indianapolis.
Brock Osweiler threw a 36-yard pass to Jaelen Strong
to get Houston to the 12 and Novak’s field goal came
two plays later. Indianapolis (2-4) got the ball first in
overtime, but Benardrick McKinney sacked Andrew
Luck on third down to force a punt. Osweiler shook off
a tough start to throw two touchdown passes in less
than 2 minutes in the fourth quarter as Houston (4-2)
erased a 14-point deficit to tie it at 23 with 54 seconds
left. He found Lamar Miller on a 10-yard catch-and-run
TD with 2:47 remaining and, after a stop by the
defense, connected with C.J. Fiedorowicz on a 26-
yarder that tied it.

REDSKINS 27, EAGLES 20
Kirk Cousins threw for 263 yards and two touch-

downs and the Redskins ran roughshod over one of
the NFL’s top defenses. The three-headed running
attack of Matt Jones,  Rober t Kelley and Chris
Thompson combined for 231 yards and a touchdown
as the Redskins (4-2) won their fourth consecutive
game.  After starting the season 0-2, Washington has
its best record through six games since 2008, when it
went 8-8. The Redskins put up 493 offensive yards
against the Eagles (3-2), who came in allowing an aver-
age of 266.8 yards and 12.6 points as the league’s sec-
ond-best defense. Cousins connected with Jamison
Crowder on a 16-yard touchdown and with Vernon
Davis on a 13-yarder. Davis started at tight end in
place of Jordan Reed, who was out with a concussion.
Jones ran for a 1-yard touchdown and sealed the vic-
tory with a 57-yard run as part of his 135-yard day.
Malcolm Jenkins intercepted Cousins and returned it
64 yards for a touchdown. Philadelphia also got an 86-
yard kickoff return touchdown by Wendell Smallwood.

DOLPHINS 30, STEELERS 15
Ben Roethlisberger missed one series because of a

left knee injury and was held to 189 yards passing. Jay
Ajayi rushed for 204 yards and two scores on 25 carries
for the Dolphins (2-4). The Steelers (4-2) had scored 74
points in their previous two games, but were outgained
474-297. Pittsburgh’s Antonio Brown, the NFL’s leading
receiver, was held to four receptions for 39 yards.
Teammate Sammie Coates, playing with a hand injury,
didn’t have a catch. Roethlisberger had only 83 yards
passing with 5 minutes left before he drove the Steelers
97 yards for a touchdown. Miami recovered the ensuing
onside kick to seal the victory, and on the next play Ajayi
scored on a 62-yard run.

BILLS 45, 49ERS 16
LeSean McCoy scored three times and the Bills

extended their winning streak to four. McCoy had 140
yards rushing and shook off what appeared to be a
frightening injury to his right knee late in the second
quarter. Tyrod Taylor threw two touchdown passes in
helping Buffalo (4-2) win four straight for the first time
since the start of the 2008 season. Colin Kaepernick pro-
vided the 49ers a spark in his first start in nearly a year.
Blaine Gabbert was benched following a 33-21 loss to
Arizona, and Kaepernick finished 13 of 29 for 187 yards,
including a 53-yard touchdown pass to Torrey Smith. But
San Francisco (1-5) couldn’t finish drives, settling for
three field goals by Phil Dawson, in losing its fifth
straight game. Kaepernick was the target of numerous
boos and chants when he kneeled during the national
anthem in continuing his protest against racial oppres-
sion and police brutality.

PATRIOTS 35, BENGALS 17
Playing in his first game in Foxborough since the end

of his “Deflategate” suspension, Tom Brady had three
touchdown passes and went over 5,000 completions for
his career. Brady finished 29 for 35 for 376 yards. Tight
end Rob Gronkowski had seven receptions for a career-
high 162 yards and a touchdown. Cincinnati dropped to
2-4 for the first time since 2010, when it finished 4-12 -
its worst season under coach Marvin Lewis. The Bengals
had their moments offensively, scoring on a 2-yard
touchdown run by Andy Dalton and 5-yard pass from
Dalton to Brandon LaFell. But New England (5-1)
bounced back from some sluggish drives early with sev-
eral big plays in the third quarter.

GIANTS 27, RAVENS 23
A banged-up Odell Beckham Jr. turned a short fourth-

and 1 pass into a winning 66-yard catch and run with
1:24 to play as the Giants snapped a three-game losing
streak. The win was the 700th in franchise history.
Beckham gave it to the Giants with a career day despite
going to the locker room with a hip pointer in the sec-
ond quarter. Beckham returned before the half and
made the Giants (3-3) a winner with a spectacular sec-

ond half. It featured a 75-yard touchdown catch and a
43-yard reception that set up one of Josh Brown’s two
field goals. The Ravens (3-3) lost their third straight.
Beckham finished with eight catches for 222 yards. His
late heroics saved the Giants, who were on the verge of a
fourth straight loss after Terrance West scored on a 2-
yard run with a 2:04 to play, giving the Ravens a short-
lived 23-20 lead.

LIONS 31, RAMS 28
Matt Prater made a tiebreaking, 34-yard field goal

with 1:29 left and Rafael Bush followed with a victory-
sealing interception two plays later. The Lions (3-3) have
won two straight games with Prater making the winning
kick and a defensive back following up with an intercep-
tion on the ensuing possession. The Rams (3-3) have lost
two straight. Case Keenum completed a Rams-record 19
straight passes, but couldn’t connect with Lance
Kendricks on the long throw that Bush stepped in front
of near midfield. Keenum finished 27 of 32 for 321 yards
with three touchdowns - two to Kenny Britt, one to
Kendricks - and an interception. Britt had season highs
with seven receptions and 136 yards, 47 of which came
on a highlight-reel catch. Matthew Stafford threw for
four Detroit touchdowns. Golden Tate had eight recep-
tions for a career-high 165 yards and a touchdown.
Marvin Jones, Anquan Boldin and Andre Roberts also
caught TDs for the Lions.

TITANS 28, BROWNS 26
Marcus Mariota threw for 284 yards and three touch-

downs, and the Titans got their second straight victory -
the first time they’ve won consecutive games since the
end of the 2013 season. The Titans (3-3) matched their
win total for all of last season when they went 3-13 and
wound up with the No. 1 draft pick overall. They also
beat a team other than Jacksonville on their own field
for the first time since the 2013 season finale and
improved to 3-16 in Nashville. Cleveland (0-6) is mired in
its worst start since 1999 when the Browns lost their first
seven as  an expansion franchise.

JAGUARS 17, BEARS 16
Blake Bortles threw for 271 yards and hit a slipping

Arrelious Benn for a 51-yard touchdown in the closing
minutes. The Jaguars (2-3) wiped out a 13-0 deficit in the
fourth quarter in a matchup of last-place teams. And the
go-ahead touchdown might have been helped by the
oft-criticized turf at Soldier Field. Benn slipped as he
caught a slant and so did Tracy Porter as he tried to tag
the receiver.  That allowed Benn, who spent the past
three seasons on injured reserve, to get up and run
untouched for his first touchdown in five seasons. That
gave the Jaguars a one-point lead with 2:49 left and sent
the Bears (1-5) to another loss after they dropped the
previous game to Indianapolis on a late TD pass by
Andrew Luck. Chicago came up short despite racking up
389 yards.  — AP

ORLEANS: Carolina Panthers wide receiver Kelvin Benjamin (13) tries to pull in a pass as New Orleans Saints cornerback Ken Crawley (46) covers in the first half of an NFL football game in New Orleans, Sunday. — AP

Brees leads Saints past slumping Panthers



Business
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

OBG publishes The 
Report: Kuwait 2016

Page 22

Iran hopes to reach Qatar’s 
gas output level by 2017 

Page 23
WIBC 2016 to be held in 
Manama from Dec 5 to 7

Page 26
Zombie banks are stalking Europe’s economy: Survey

Page 25

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) reported net profits of KD
219.3 million ($728 million) for the
first nine months of 2016 compared
with KD 227.9 million ($756 million)
for the same period in 2015.
Adjusting for gains recognized in 9M
2015 from the sale of NBK’s 30 per-
cent stake in International Bank of
Qatar (IBQ), net profits recorded a
growth of 3.8 percent year on year. 

Net operating income grew at 4.5
percent year on year, after adjusting for
the sale of NBK’s stake in IBQ, to reach
KD 545.8 million ($1,811 million). 

Total assets as of end of
September 2016 reached KD 24.8
billion ($82.3 billion) up 4.3 percent
compared to end of September
2015, while total shareholders’ equi-
ty increased by 8.3 percent to KD 2.9
billion ($9.7 billion). Customer loans
and advances reached KD 13.9 bil-
lion ($46.0 billion) as of end of
September 2016, growing at 4.9 per-
cent year-on-year, while customer
deposits grew by 9.7 percent for the
same period to reach KD 12.8 billion
($42.4 billion).

NBK asset quality remained
exceptionally strong with
NPLs/Gross loans improving to 1.22
percent as of end of September
2016 from 1.41 percent a year ago,
and NPL coverage increasing to 371
percent from 301 percent in
September 2015.

Nasser Al-Sayer, NBK’s Chairman,
said “NBK’s third quarter perform-
ance continues confirming our view
of an overall improvement in
Kuwait’s operating environment. The
Group is on track to deliver another
year of strong financial performance
and solid shareholder returns”

Al-Sayer affirmed that the strong
set of results in the 9M 2016 is driv-
en mainly by the core banking activ-
ities. “Our financial indicators contin-
ue to reflect the growing demand
for core banking business as eco-
nomic activity continues to pick up.” 

Al-Sayer also highlighted the role
of the ongoing capital spending
plan in the improved operating envi-
ronment. “The Kuwaiti government

remains determined on its capital
spending plan and we continue to
see an accelerated trend of project
tenders and awards.  This has led to
an improvement in the overall oper-
ating environment, a pick-up in busi-
ness sentiment and consequently
higher demand on bank credit”
Isam Al-Sager, NBK’s Group Chief
Executive Officer said “NBK remains
focused on its diversification strate-
gy. We enjoy a highly diversified bal-
ance sheet and income sources,
allowing the group to capture
opportunities through various loca-
tions and across different business
segments”. “Domestically, NBK con-
tinues to play a leading role in
financing Kuwait’s infrastructure
development plan while aggressive-

ly defending its market share on the
retail front.” Al-Sager also added that
Boubyan Bank continues to deliver
notably to the Group’s profitability
as the bank embarks on expanding
its operations in Kuwait and making
larger inroads in Kuwait’s Islamic
banking market.  

Al-Sager also highlighted that the
performance of NBK’s international
operations remains very lucrative
despite the challenges that came
with lower oil prices and uncertainty
in global economic outlook. NBK
Group generated 32.6 percent of the
9M 2016 profits from its branches,
associates and subsidiaries outside
Kuwait. 

“Our diversified strategy, conser-
vative risk management practices

and focus on core banking business
remained the fundamental to NBK’s
operations” Al-Sager added. “These
attributes have been continuously
reflected in the Group’s financial
indicators year after year as the bank
enjoys the best-in-class asset quality
indicators and comfortable capital-
ization levels. We saw our NPL/Gross
loans ratio dropping to 1.22 percent
with a coverage ratio of 371 percent
as of September-end 2016 while our
Capital Adequacy Ratio remained
very strong at 17.2 percent for the
same period”

NBK continues to enjoy collec-
tively the highest ratings among all
banks in the Middle East from the
three international rating agencies
Moody’s, Fitch Ratings and Standard

and Poor’s. The Bank’s ratings are
supported by its high capitalization,
prudent lending policies, and its dis-
ciplined approach to risk manage-
ment, in addition to its highly recog-
nized and very stable management
team. NBK maintains its position
among Global Finance’s list of the 50
safest banks in the world for the
tenth consecutive time.

NBK enjoys the widest banking
presence with a local and interna-
tional network reaching 4 conti-
nents. NBK’s international presence
spans many of the world’s leading
financial centers including New York,
Europe, GCC, Middle East, Singapore
as well as China (Shanghai). 

NBK posts KD 219.3m net profits for 9M 2016

Al-Sayer: NBK’s solid results continue to reflect growing business volumes

Drop in oil prices remains a challenge but its impact 
on the domestic operating environment is relatively 

confined compared to other regional economies

Total assets grew by 4.3% YoY to KD 24.8 billion and
shareholders’ equity by 8.3% to KD 2.9 billion

Al-Sager: NBK remains the market leader and 
continues to be the key player in Kuwait’s 

infrastructure development plan  

Isam Al-Sager Nasser Musaed  Al-Sayer
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Saudi Hollandi Bank 
Q3 net profit slumps 

DUBAI: Saudi Hollandi Bank, Saudi Arabia’s oldest lender,
posted a 46.7 percent fall in third-quarter net profit yester-
day, widely missing analysts forecasts as it was forced to
set aside cash to cover an increase in bad loans. The lender
made a profit of 262.8 million riyals ($70.1 million) in the
three months to Sept. 30, down from 493.0 million riyals in
the corresponding quarter of 2015, according to a bourse
filing. Three analysts polled by Reuters had forecast on
average Saudi Hollandi would make a quarterly profit of
506.4 million riyals. The bank cited a 67.6 percent rise in
total operating expenses for the lower earnings, mainly
due to an increase in impairment charges. 

Morocco Jan-Sep trade 
deficit rises 14.3%

RABAT: Morocco’s trade deficit rose 14.3 percent to 133.58
billion dirhams ($13.7 billion) in the first nine months of 2016
compared with the same period a year ago, due to higher
imports, the foreign exchange regulator said yesterday.
Equipment imports rose 22.1 percent to 84.93 billion dirhams,
while auto imports were 39 percent higher at 10.7 billion
dirhams, the data showed. Wheat imports also jumped as bad
weather hurt the local harvest this year, up 32.2 percent from
a year earlier to 9.25 billion dirhams at the end of September. 

Egypt’s Beltone shares 
resume trading 

CAIRO: Trading in Beltone Financial’s shares resumed
on Egypt’s bourse yesterday, shortly after being sus-
pended due to the stock’s fair value being mis-stated
in a report given to the financial regulator on Sunday.
Fincorp, a financial consulting firm tasked with assess-
ing the stock’s fair market value, had estimated it at
9.30 Egyptian pounds  ($1.05), but the bourse listed
that price as 10.07 in an announcement on Sunday.
Fincorp said in a statement that an error had resulted
in the fair value of the Beltone shares being written
incorrectly and later mis-stated by the bourse. 

Saudi’s Al-Rajhi Bank 
Q3 net profit up 16.7%

DUBAI: Al Rajhi Bank, Saudi Arabia’s second-largest
lender by assets, reported a 16.7 percent rise in its third-
quarter net profit yesterday, meeting analysts’ forecasts.
The bank made 2.01 billion riyals ($536.1 million) in the
three months to Sept. 30, up from 1.72 billion riyals in the
same period a year earlier, it said in a bourse statement.
Six analysts surveyed by Reuters had on average forecast
the bank’s quarterly profit would be 2.06 billion riyals.

EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.914
Indian Rupees 4.556
Pakistani Rupees 2.902
Srilankan Rupees 2.073
Nepali Rupees 2.849
Singapore Dollar 219.440
Hongkong Dollar 39.129
Bangladesh Taka 3.871
Philippine Peso 6.285
Thai Baht 8.631

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.003
Qatari Riyal 83.441
ani Riyal 788.981
Bahraini Dinar 806.700
UAE Dirham 82.702

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 26.300
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 34.577
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.219
Tunisian Dinar 136.760
Jordanian Dinar 428.360
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.024
Syrian Lira 2.0165
Morocco Dirham 31.396

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.600
Euro 335.480
Sterling Pound 372.210
Canadian dollar 232.470
Turkish lira 99.050

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

Swiss Franc 309.160
Australian Dollar 233.770
US Dollar Buying 302.400

GOLD
20 Gram 253.940
10 Gram 129.890
5 Gram 65.790

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.650
Canadian Dollar 229.850
Sterling Pound 373.960
Euro 336.130
Swiss Frank 299.445
Bahrain Dinar 802.725
UAE Dirhams 82.900
Qatari Riyals 84.115
Saudi Riyals 81.695
Jordanian Dinar 427.870
Egyptian Pound 34.098
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.069
Indian Rupees 4.548
Pakistani Rupees 2.898
Bangladesh Taka 3.862
Philippines Pesso 6.240
Cyprus pound 160.040
Japanese Yen 3.920
Syrian Pound 2.421
Nepalese Rupees 3.842
Malaysian Ringgit 73.928
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.540
Thai Bhat 9.605
Turkish Lira 99.731

MELBOURNE: China’s giant alumini-
um makers are pushing into the glob-
al automotive and aerospace markets,
with industry sources expecting their
presence to heat up competition and
possibly spark a buying spree for
Western metals companies.

China’s top aluminium companies
are venturing into the more lucrative
parts of the global value chain, on
course to seize market share from the
likes of Alcoa and Constellium , as
they look to buy into foreign firms to
boost their technical know-how and
expand their reach. The chief execu-
tive of Novelis Inc, the world’s largest
maker of rolled aluminium products,
said last week he expected competi-
tion with Chinese producers to be
“very fierce” over the next five to 10
years in the high-value-added sectors
of aerospace and engineering - which
so far have been dominated by
European and US manufacturers.

“Certainly (Chinese aluminium
makers) will be able to produce high
quality products as well,” Steve Fisher
told the Reuters Commodity Summit
in Seoul. Zhongwang USA LLC,
backed by Chinese aluminium mag-
nate Liu Zhongtian, said in late

August it would buy high precision
aluminium product maker Aleris Corp
in a deal worth $2.3 billion, marking
the biggest entry by a Chinese com-
pany into the U.S. aluminium industry.

The deal for Aleris, a supplier to the
US defense industry, has yet to be
approved by US regulators. “If Aleris is
acquired by the Chinese, it would be
logical to think that there would be
more competition within the higher
value-added sectors such as aero-
space and automotive. That’s where
the better margins are,” said analyst
Robin Bhar of Societe Generale in
London. “(But) Aleris is quite a signifi-
cant supplier to the US military, so it’s
by no means a done deal.” Shares of
Amsterdam-headquartered alumini-
um product maker Constellium
jumped after the announcement,
reflecting bets that it could be next.
Constellium did not immediately
respond to an e-mailed request for
comment.

“There will be more announce-
ments of purchases by Chinese com-
panies of foreign firms in the next 18
months and continued consolidation
globally,” said Charlie Durant of con-
sultancy CRU in London. “It will enable

Chinese producers to better utilize
their equipment in China, as well as
obviously getting the access to mar-
kets around the world.”

Alcoa is spinning out its precision
manufacturing business into a com-
pany to be named Arconic, which
industry sources said could be anoth-
er potential target. Arconic expects to
grow its automotive sheet revenue
around sixfold, to $1.3 billion in 2018
from $229 million in 2013. I t has
already signed $10 billion with cus-
tomers including Boeing and Airbus.

An Alcoa spokesperson declined to
comment. “Zhongwang have been
openly pursuing a downstream focus
for years, but they aren’t the only ones
with capital, a healthy balance sheet
and an appetite to expand down-
stream,” said Paul Adkins, managing
director of Beijing-based consultancy
AZ China.

Adkins pointed to China’s
Hongqaio Group and Shandong
Nanshan Aluminium as potential bid-
ders. Hongqaio Group declined to
comment. Nanshan’s board secretary
said the company hasn’t received any
information about possible mergers
from the board. — Reuters

China aluminium makers 
to target auto, aerospace 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s plans to increase the role of the pri-
vate sector and attract new foreign players to its shores
are explored in a new report produced by the global
publishing, research and consultancy f irm Oxford
Business Group (OBG).

The Report: Kuwait 2016  highlights the country’s
project pipeline, which is gaining momentum, despite
cutbacks put in place as a result of the current challeng-
ing economic environment. 

It also shines a spotlight on Kuwait’s industrial sector,
which has a key part to play in the country’s efforts to
diversify its economy. Highlights include a drive under
way to develop export-oriented businesses and the
rolling out of new economic zones. 

While measures aimed at broadening Kuwait’s eco-
nomic base are gathering pace, the government is also
investing heavily in its important energy sector, with the
two-fold aim of boosting oil production and reducing
costs through an efficiency drive. OBG’s report charts
the latest developments across the sector, including
Kuwait ’s upcoming exploration plans. There is also
detailed coverage of the country’s planned wind and
solar projects, which will be pivotal in helping Kuwait
reach its 2030 renewable generation goals.

The Report 
Kuwait  2016 contains a  contr ibution from His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah together with a detailed, sector-by-sector guide
for investors. 

It also features a wide range of interviews with other

high-profile personalities, such as: National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem,  Minister of Commerce
and Industr y  Yousef  Mohammed Al-Al i ,  Direc tor-
General, Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
Sheikh Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and , Director-
General, Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
Abdulwahab Al-Bader. 

International representatives who give their views on
Kuwait’s development include Abdul Latif Al-Zayani,
Secretary-General, GCC, and Tobias Ellwood, MP and
Minister for the Middle East and North Africa, UK Foreign
and Commonwealth Office.

Andrew Jeffreys, OBG’s CEO and Editor-in-Chief, said
that while Kuwait’s fiscal position had shifted under the
weight of lower oil prices, legislative reforms, such as
amendments to the public-private partnership and for-
eign ownership laws, together with policy changes,
were yielding results.

“The amount of private capital that Kuwait is attract-
ing for its infrastructure projects is on the rise, the priva-
tization of state assets is moving forward and new sup-
port is also being made available for smaller businesses,”
he said. “Our research on Kuwait points to an evolving
private sector that is set to play a much bigger role in a
more diversified economy.” 

OBG’s Managing Editor for the Middle East Oliver
Cornock added that key reforms, such as energy subsidy
reductions, would play a crucial part in the govern-
ment’s efforts to reshape the economic landscape.

“A challenging economic environment has meant
that spending cuts and new taxes are on the table,” he

said. “However, with emerging sectors of the economy
ripe for growth and an evolving investment framework,
Kuwait has plenty to offer the international business
community.” 

The Report: Kuwait 2016 marks the culmination of
more than six months of field research by a team of ana-
lysts from Oxford Business Group. The publication
assesses trends and developments across the economy,
including macroeconomics, infrastructure, banking and
other sectoral developments. It is available in print and
online.  

Oxford Business Group (OBG) is a global publishing,
research and consultancy firm, which publishes eco-
nomic intelligence on the markets of the Middle East,
Africa,  Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean.
Through its range of print and online products, OBG
offers comprehensive and accurate analysis of macro-
economic and sectoral developments, including bank-
ing, capital markets, insurance, energy, transport, indus-
try and telecoms. The Report: Kuwait 2016 has been pro-
duced with the Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion
Authority (KDIPA) and the law firm Al-Tamimi & Co.

The critically acclaimed economic and business
reports have become the leading source of business
intelligence on developing countries in the regions they
cover. OBG’s online economic briefings provide up-to-
date in-depth analysis on the issues that matter for tens
of thousands of subscribers worldwide. OBG’s consultan-
cy arm offers tailor-made market intelligence and advice
to firms currently operating in these markets and those
looking to enter them.

Kuwait’s efforts to boost private sector gain pace
Oxford Business Group publishes 2016 country report

DUBAI: Potential investors in the Saudi Arabian govern-
ment’s first international bond issue are preoccupied by a
key question: how will the Saudis resolve their dilemma
between size and pricing? Any issuer must choose
between raising as much money as it can and selling debt
as cheaply as possible. But as Saudi Arabia holds investor
roadshows in the United States this week, the choice looks
particularly acute.

With a 2016 state budget that envisages an $87 billion
deficit, and tightening bank liquidity at home making it
increasingly difficult to sell large amounts of debt domesti-
cally, Riyadh is under pressure to maximize the size of its
international issue. That has some bankers predicting an
issue of as much as $15 billion or more - conceivably sur-
passing Argentina’s $16.5 billion issue in April, the biggest
emerging market sovereign sale to date.

“They’ll come to market and they will come in a big
way,” said Hani Ibrahim, head of debt capital markets at
Qatari investment bank QInvest. “They need to fill a big
funding gap and there’s a limit to how much they can raise
domestically.

“Also, Qatar is a small country. How can Qatar issue
$9 billion and Saudi less than that?” he added, referring
to a debt sale by Doha in May. But Riyadh’s decision is
complicated because its debut issue will set a bench-
mark for future sales - not only by the central govern-
ment, but by a string of Saudi companies that intend to
raise money overseas. That may persuade the Saudis to

forego billions of dollars of size in order to keep down
the yield on the issue, which will have five-, 10- and 30-
year tranches. “With low oil prices, budget deficits are
here to stay for a few years, and Saudi Arabia will need
to approach international capital markets on a frequent
basis,” said Anita Yadav, head of fixed income research
at Emirates NBD in Dubai.

“Given the importance of setting a benchmark not only
for its own future issues but also for potential bond offer-
ings from government-owned entities, I think Saudi
Arabia’s government will be very vigilant about pricing. It is
likely that the government will compromise on size over
pricing at this stage.”

PRICING
Although Saudi officials did not make specific pricing

proposals at roadshows in London last week, bankers
involved in the transaction said the kingdom wanted to
market itself as a G20 country rather than an emerging
market - and was therefore aiming for tight pricing.

But many investors see Qatar’s bond as a comparison
for the Saudi issue, and regardless of size, the Saudis are
widely expected to pay more. Qatar issued $3.5 billion of
five-year bonds in May at 120 basis points over US
Treasuries, $3.5 billion of 10-year at 150 bps and $2 billion
of 30-year at 210 bps.

Qatar, rated Aa2 by Moody’s and AA by both Standard &
Poor’s and Fitch, is between one and four notches above

Saudi Arabia. In addition, some investors may demand a
small premium for political risk, which they think isn’t fully
captured by the ratings.

“There’s the difference in credit rating, but also US
investors have a different view on the Saudis. They’ll con-
sider the Saudis’ engagement in Yemen, the much bigger
budget deficit, some political uncertainty,” Yadav said. “I
think even if the Saudis printed only $1 billion, they would
still  have to pay more than Qatar.” Last month’s US
Congress vote to let relatives of victims of the Sept. 11
attacks sue Riyadh may also have a small effect.

“Of course the bill will have an impact - look at the
Saudi stock market’s movement after the bill was passed.
And it will affect the size that they will be able to issue as
well,” said a Dubai-based debt trader. 

Ultimately, one potential investor predicted , spreads for
the three tranches of the Saudi bond will price between 30
and 60 bps above Qatar. Another forecast a 25 bps premi-
um for the five-year tranche and 50 bps for the 30-year.

“The 30-year tranche is the more interesting in terms of
yields, and I believe they will offer incentives to invest in
the longest piece of debt,” said Angelo James Rossetto,
investment manager at GMSA Investments, a London-
based asset manager.

“Qatar’s 30-year tranche was offered at 210 bps over US
Treasuries and is now trading in the 180 bps region. I
believe the Saudis will be aggressive at the beginning and
they’ll try to price the bond at around 200 bps.” — Reuters 

SAGO buys 610,000 tons
of hard wheat in tender

ABU DHABI/HAMBURG: Saudi Arabia’s main state wheat
buying agency, the Saudi Grains Organization (SAGO), said
yesterday it purchased 610,000 tons of hard wheat in a ten-
der. A tender for 595,000 tons had closed on Friday seeking
wheat with 12.5 percent protein for shipment in December
and January. The accepted origins in the tender were the
European Union, North and South America and Australia,
at the seller’s option, SAGO said in a statement. 

Saudis face dilemma between 
size and pricing in bond sale

Spreads of 25-60 bps over Qatar possible

DUBAI/DOHA: Qatar’s central bank is offering 3 billion riyals
($825 million) of government bonds in its third domestic bond
sale this year, according to a circular seen by Reuters. Bids for
the latest offer were due yesterday, with allocations to be
made the following day, according to the offer document.

The offer is made up of 1.5 billion riyals of three-year bonds
at a fixed rate of 2.25 percent, 1 billion riyals of five-year debt
at 2.75 percent, 250 million riyals of seven-year debt at 3.25
percent and 250 million riyals of 10-year debt at 3.75 percent.
The offer and rates are the same as the previous domestic
bond issue, which took place in September. A central bank
official told Reuters the results of the bond auction would be
announced yesterday and declined to comment on its size.

Falling state revenues due to low oil and gas prices have
slashed financial inflows into the banking system this year,
raising money rates and causing the central bank to cancel
several monthly sales of short-term bills. Since June, however,
money rates have come off their highs, with the three-month
interbank offered rate quoted at 1.62 percent yesterday, down
from June’s multi-year peak of 1.77 percent though still up
sharply from 1.19 percent 12 months ago. — Reuters

SEOUL: Currency traders work at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in
Seoul yesterday. — AP

Qatar CB offers 3bn
riyals bonds in third 

riyal sale of 2016
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DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s stock market fell yesterday
after another set of disappointing third-quarter
earnings, while other markets in the region were
also weak, in line with the global trend. The Saudi
index slipped 1.2 percent as Alinma Bank, the most
heavily traded stock, dropped 2.9 percent.

Alinma was the latest in a string of Saudi banks
to report weak quarterly earnings as the slow econ-
omy increases impairment charges on loans; it post-
ed a 16.8 percent fall in third-quarter net profit to
312 million riyals ($83.2 million). Analysts had on
average forecast 409.1 million riyals.

Medical insurer BUPA Arabia, which had dropped
4.7 percent on Sunday after posting an 8.9 percent
drop in its third-quarter net income, fell a further 2.9
percent. Najran Cement lost 3.1 percent after
reporting a 52 percent year-on-year drop in third-
quarter net profit. Petrochemicals generally outper-
formed, with top producer Saudi Basic Industries,
which is expected to report quarterly earnings in
the next few days, dropping only 0.6 percent.

Saudi Company for Hardware was one of the few
gainers, rising 2.3 percent after reporting a 10.1 per-
cent rise in quarterly net profit. Dubai’s stock index

fell 0.9 percent in a broad-based decline, although
the two most heavily traded stocks, GFH Financial
and builder Drake & Scull , rose 3.9 percent and 1.1
percent. Abu Dhabi’s index sank 2.2 percent
because of a steep decline by First Gulf Bank, which
lost 4.9 percent.  The only Gulf market to gain was
Qatar, which rose 0.6 percent on the back of Qatar
National Bank’s 1.5 percent gain. The bank reported
a 10 percent rise in third-quarter profit last week.

Egypt’s index lost 2.2 percent as investment bank
EFG Hermes pulled back 2.9 percent. Shares in
Beltone Financial were briefly suspended and then

resumed trading after the stock’s fair value was mis-
stated in a report given to the financial regulator on
Sunday. They last traded at 10.71 pounds, level with
Sunday’s close.

The stock has been dogged by controversy. In
August, Egypt’s regulator requested that Beltone
appoint a third party to assess the fair market val-
ue of its stock after it jumped more than 550 per-
cent. In June, Beltone filed a lawsuit against the
heads of the Cairo stock exchange and the finan-
cial regulator over the repeated cancellation of
trades in its stock. —Reuters

Saudi shares hit by Q3 earnings, region weak 

NEW YORK: Trader Thomas Cicciari (right) works on the floor of the New York
Stock Exchange yesterday. —AP

ABU DHABI: Union National Bank, 50
percent owned by the Abu Dhabi gov-
ernment, yesterday posted a 15 percent
drop in third-quarter net profit, missing
analysts’ forecasts as interest income fell.
It was the sixth successive quarter of
weaker earnings, squeezed by govern-
ment spending cuts in the United Arab
Emirates and tighter liquidity due to
lower oil prices.

The fifth largest lender in the emirate
by assets reported a net profit of 410
million dirhams ($110 million) in the
three months to Sept. 30, compared to
483 million dirhams in the same period a
year ago. Net profit attributable to equi-
ty holders in the third quarter was
406.64 million dirhams versus 480.59
million dirhams in the prior-year period,
according to a bourse statement.

The average forecast of three analysts
polled by Reuters had been for a quarter-
ly profit of 456.7 million dirhams. Net
interest income and income from Islamic
financing in the quarter ending Sept. 30
fell 13 percent year-on-year to 667.20 mil-
lion dirhams.

Net interest income was squeezed by
the higher costs of deposits and also
bad loans from the small and medium-
sized enterprise portfolio, the bank said.
Loans and advances reached 73.6 billion
dirhams for the nine month period end-
ing September 2016, up 7 percent from
the same period of last year. Customer
deposits edged up 2 percent to 74.8 bil-
lion dirhams over the same time frame.

Earlier this month, UNB sold a $600
million, five-year international bond at
170bp over mid-swaps. —Reuters

Union National Bank 
Q3 profit falls 15%

TEHRAN: Iran hopes by early next year to boost
its natural gas production to Qatar ’s level,
Iranian oil minister Bijan Zanganeh told an ener-
gy conference yesterday. He said Iran’s priority
was developing the giant South Pars gas field
which it shares with Qatar, as well as shared oil
fields.

Iran plans to increase its crude oil production
to 4 million barrels per day in 2019 and 4.28 mil-
lion bpd in 2020, while boosting condensate
output to 1 million bpd as early as 2018,
Zanganeh told the conference. Crude output is
currently 3.8 million bpd and condensate output
688,000 bpd, he said.

The minister also said new oil and gas con-
tracts for international and domestic companies
would focus on enhancing rates of oil recovery.
Earlier in the day, the managing director of the
National Iranian Oil Company, Ali Kardor, said
Iran expected to tender the new contracts by
the end of November. He gave a marginally dif-
ferent figure for current oil production, of 3.9
million bpd. 

Iran will launch next month its first new style
tender to develop oil and gas fields since the lift-
ing of international sanctions, a leading oil offi-
cial said yesterday, after months of internal dis-
cussions over the terms, intended to be more

alluring to foreign companies.
OPEC’s third largest oil producer hopes to

revive its energy sector following the lifting of
the sanctions in January after years of under
investment and to achieve production levels
last seen in 2012.

Other US sanctions that remain in place, par-
ticularly on the banking sector, have dampened
hopes for a rapid resumption of investment. Iran
expects to tender new oil and gas contracts,
known as IPCs, in November, Ali Kardor, the
managing director of the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) said on the sidelines of an oil
conference in Tehran. Oil companies will be able
to bid for a contract to develop the South
Azadegan oil field as early as November 19, and
NIOC will award the contract by early 2017, he
said. After South Azadegan, NIOC will start ten-
dering one field month by month, Kardor said.
There are total 11 oil and gas fields� available for
tendering, he said.

The launch of the Iran’s new oil and gas con-
tracts was postponed several times as hard line
rivals of pragmatist President Hassan Rouhani
resisted any deal that could end the so-called
buy-back system, under which foreign firms
were banned from owning stakes in Iranian
companies.

NIOC signed the first oil output contract
under IPC earlier this month with a company
identified by the United States as part of a con-
glomerate controlled by Iran’s supreme leader.
NIOC began taking applications yesterday for its
upstream oil and gas projects as Iran hopes to
sign exploration and production contracts early
next year. The oil companies will upload on to
NIOC’s website the pre-qualification documents.
NIOC will then evaluate the companies within
two weeks and will select some for the first ten-
der in November.

Some analysts said Iran’s IPCs do not seem to
be attractive enough to raise billions of dollars in
foreign direct investment at a time of low oil
prices, especially when compared with neighbor-
ing Iraq’s new oil contracts that enabled it to
boost its output. However Vice President Eshaq
Jahangiri said yesterday that Iran’s security and
business climate is better than other neighboring
countries.

“Some countries are run by tribes, Iran is dif-
ferent than that,” Jahangiri told the petroleum
conference, addressing representatives of oil
majors such as Total and BP. “Even if Iran’s con-
tracts are not as attractive as others signed in
neighboring countries, Iran has its own advan-
tages.” —Reuters

Iran hopes to reach Qatar’s 
gas output level by 2017 

Tehran aims for oil, gas fields tender in November

WASHINGTON: US industrial pro-
duction barely rose in September
as a rebound in manufacturing
output was offset by a decline in
utilities production, suggesting a
moderate acceleration in eco-
nomic growth in the third quarter.
The Federal Reserve said yester-
day industrial output edged up
0.1 percent last month after a
downwardly revised 0.5 percent
decline in August.

Economists polled by Reuters
had forecast industrial production
gaining 0.1 percent last month
after a previously reported 0.4 per-
cent fall in August. Industrial pro-
duction rose at an annual rate of
1.8 percent in the third quarter, the
first quarterly increase since the
third quarter of 2015. The report
came on the heels of data on Friday
showing a mild increase in core
retail sales in September, which
prompted the Atlanta Fed to lower
its third-quarter gross domestic
product estimate to below a 2.0
percent annualized rate. The econ-
omy grew at a 1.4 percent pace in
the second quarter.

The industrial sector continues
to be hobbled by the lingering
effects of the dollar’s surge and oil
price plunge between June 2014
and December 2015. The sector
has also been hurt by business
efforts to reduce an inventory
overhang, which has resulted in
fewer orders being placed with
factories. But with the dollar’s rally
fading and oil prices stabilizing,
the worst of the industrial down-
turn is probably over. A survey
early this month showed an accel-
eration in factory activity in

September, and new orders for
manufactured capital goods have
increased since June. While other
data on Monday showed factory
activity in New York State weak-
ened further in October, manufac-
turers were more upbeat about
the sector’s prospects over the
next six month.

The dollar rose slightly against
a basket of currencies after the
report, while prices for US
Treasuries were little changed.
Last month, industrial production
was supported by a 0.2 percent
rise in manufacturing output,
which followed a 0.5 percent drop

in August. Manufacturing output
was boosted by the production of
goods such as textiles and plas-
tics.

Motor vehicle and parts pro-
duction edged up 0.1 percent,
while the output of machinery
and primary metals fell.
Manufacturing production rose at
a 0.9 percent rate in the third
quarter.

In September, mining produc-
tion increased 0.4 percent as
gains in oil and gas well drilling
offset a drop in crude oil extrac-
tion. That left mining output ris-
ing at a 3.7 percent rate in the

third quarter following six consec-
utive quarterly declines. Utilities
production dropped 1.0 percent
last month after slipping 0.3 per-
cent in August.

With output barely rising last
month, industrial capacity use
edged up 0.1 percentage point to
75.4 percent, and is 4.6 percent-
age points below its long-run
average. Officials at the Fed tend
to look at capacity use as a signal
of how much “slack” remains in
the economy and how much
room there is for growth to accel-
erate before it becomes inflation-
ary.  —Reuters

US industrial output rises 
marginally, utilities weigh

MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

SEATTLE: A group of workers at the C C Filson Co manufacturing facility work at their sewing
machines, in Seattle. The Federal Reserve reported yesterday on US industrial production for
September. —AP

DUBAI: Jordan’s government has raised
34 million dinars ($47.9 million) in its first
issue of a local currency sukuk for its own
funding purposes, a deal that will benefit
the country’s Islamic banks, the govern-
ment said yesterday. The Islamic bonds,
which use a common sale and lease-back
format known as ijara, have a tenor of five
years and an expected profit rate of 3.01
percent.

Jordanian finance minister Omar
Malhas said the issue, which was more
than three times subscribed, priced
inside the country’s conventional bond
curve - a sign of strong demand.

“The sovereign issuance is of great sig-
nificance for the kingdom’s four full-
fledged Islamic banks, because it will give
them a badly needed tool to manage

their excess liquidity, estimated to be 1.4
billion dinars,” he said in a statement. The
issue was conducted with help from the
Islamic Corporation for the Development
of the Private Sector, an affiliate of the
Jeddah-based Islamic Development
Bank, which said Jordan would now be
able to conduct more sukuk sales on its
own using the same documentation.

Jordan has a small but growing Islamic
finance industry. In 2011, the local com-
pany Al-Rajhi Cement issued 85 million
dinars of seven-year sukuk, the first
Islamic bonds in the country. In May this
year, the central bank said it had auc-
tioned its first sukuk, a five-year, 75 mil-
lion dinar deal to help finance purchases
by state utility firm National Electric
Power Company. —Reuters

Jordan issues local 
currency sukuk 

in boon for banks

FLORANGE: Workers - members of French trade union CGT (Confederation
generale du travail - General Confederation of Labour) stand during a
demonstration yesterday outside the ArcelorMittal steel factory in Florange,
eastern France. —AFP

HAVANA: Havana’s city government has temporarily
suspended issuing licenses for new private restau-
rants in the city and warned existing ones to obey
tough regulations, according to several owners of
the businesses popular with foreign tourists.

The tougher line could put a crimp in Havana’s
food offering during the upcoming tourism season
when both Americans and Europeans are expected
to flock to the city in record numbers.

It is also a new sign that Cuba’s Communist-run
government is hesitant to further open up to private
business in a country where it still controls most
economic activity. Last year, Cuba backtracked on a
series of market-oriented reforms in agriculture and
this year has imposed price controls on private
transportation services. Since President Raul Castro
loosened restrictions on small businesses six years
ago, private restaurants have flourished, especially in
the capital where income is higher and an increasing
flow of tourists demand better fare and service than

what is available in most state-run establishments.
There are hundreds of private restaurants in Havana
and more than 1,700 across the country, the tourism
ministry says. Over the last six weeks, owners of
some of the better-known eateries have been called
to meetings where Havana city officials first praised
their contributions to the economy and tourism,
then listed all the regulatory violations some com-
mit, warning them to cease and desist.

“Of course they are technically right, we all bend
the rules, we have little choice,” said the owner of
one of Havana’s more popular restaurants, like oth-
ers asking to remain anonymous for fear of reprisals.
“They were civil about it all and made no mention of
what they planned to do, but we assume a big wave
of inspections is coming,” he said.

Paladares may only have a maximum of 50 seats
and must buy all their supplies at state-run retail
stores and markets, often at huge mark-ups, unlike
state-run competitors which have access to whole-

sale markets and no seating restrictions. Many
experts inside and outside Cuba consider the tax
burden on successful small businesses onerous. The
list of violations that officials read out included pal-
adares not paying taxes, buying supplies on the
black market, labor code violations and having more
than 50 seats, according to two restaurant owners
who attended meetings.

Other alleged violations were running bars mas-
querading as restaurants and contracting entertain-
ment outside official channels, staying open after 3
am, disturbing neighbors, dubious sources of capital
and illegal purchases of buildings.

Reading from notes, the local entrepreneur
quoted the chair of one meeting stating: “We are
not going to authorize licenses for now, so that
when we do in the future these problems will
have been taken care of.” Neither the national nor
local government responded to a request for
comment. —Reuters

Havana suspends new licenses 
for private restaurants 
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LONDON: World stocks mostly fell yesterday as a
broad rise in government bond yields suggested
investors are expecting less central bank stimulus
and higher interest rates than before. France’s CAC
40 slipped 0.2 percent to 4,460 and Germany’s DAX
was down 0.3 percent to 10,545. Britain’s FTSE 100
fell 0.6 percent to 6,970. US shares were set to drift
lower with Dow and S&P 500 futures both down 0.1
percent. A drop in bond prices, which pushes up
bond yields, indicated that investors are predicting
tighter monetary policies from central banks. That
includes the possibility of an interest rate increase
in the US in coming months as well as potentially
less stimulus in the eurozone and UK bond yields

were rising in many advanced economies, particu-
larly the US, UK and Germany, albeit from near-
record lows. Central bank stimulus is credited with
propping up company share prices in recent years,
so the possibility of tighter money tends to weigh
on stocks. “This move in bond markets could well
have further to run, particularly since we have infla-
tion data out this week from Europe, the UK and
the US, as well as the latest European Central Bank
rate meeting,” said Michael Hewson, chief market
analyst at CMC Markets.

BANK EARNINGS 
There will also be a lot of interest this week on

a slew of quarterly earnings reports in the US.
Bank earnings will be a feature of the week.
Yesterday, Bank of America said its third-quarter
profits rose nearly 6 percent from a year earlier,
helped by strong results in investment banking
and trading. The $4.45 billion figure better than
analysts had expected, leading investors to bid up
the bank’s shares by 2 percent in pre-market trad-
ing. The report followed better-than-expected
earnings from Citigroup and JPMorgan Chase, and
helped steady investor nerves about a sector that
is ailing in Europe and seen a scandal engulf Wells
Fargo. Most Asian markets swung lower yesterday
following healthy gains at the end of last week, as

investors bet that the Federal Reserve will
raise interest rates before the end of the year.
Shares had soared Friday after data showed
the first rise in Chinese factory prices for
more than four years, fuelling hopes the
world’s number two economy is reaching
the end of a years-long growth slowdown.

Analysts said comments from Fed boss
Janet Yellen Friday suggested the US central
bank would raise borrowing costs but at a
steady pace. Yellen said running a “high-pres-
sure economy” could help it overcome the
damage caused by the global financial crisis.
“If nothing else, this is another lower-for-
longer prescription. 

However, these comments do not pre-
clude a 25-basis-point rate hike this year as
another step in the normalization process,”
Thomas Simons, senior economist at Jefferies
LLC in New York, wrote in a note to
clients.Most experts predict a rise by
December at the latest and are closely watch-
ing the release this week of US industrial out-
put and inflation data. The prospect of higher
borrowing costs weighed on Asian markets
in the morning but some staged a recovery
as the day wore on. Tokyo ended 0.3 percent
higher, with a pick-up in the dollar against
the yen helping exporters, while Seoul was
0.2 percent up. But Shanghai closed 0.7 per-
cent lower and Sydney shed 0.8 percent,
while Singapore sank 0.2 percent and
Wellington tumbled 0.9 percent.

Crown hammered 
Hong Kong was down 0.8 percent, with

casino shares taking a hammering on news
that 18 sales and marketing staff of
Australia’s Crown Resorts-including an exec-
utive in charge of luring high-rollers to

Australia-had been held in China. While it is
not clear why they are being questioned, the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation said it
understood they were seized over soliciting
Chinese big spenders to gamble in overseas
casinos. “The casino industry is in a sensitive
position as recent Chinese government poli-
cy has been anti-corruption,” Ronald Wan,
chief executive of Partners Capital
International in Hong Kong, told Bloomberg
News. Sands China sank 3.3 percent, Wynn
Macau lost 2.7 percent and Galaxy
Entertainment dived 4.3 percent. 

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 wobbled
but finished 0.3 percent higher at 16,900.12.
South Korea’s Kospi rose 0.2 percent to
2,027.61, while Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
dipped 0.8 percent to 5,388.70. Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng fell 0.8 percent to 23,037.54 and
the Shanghai Composite index fell 0.7 per-
cent to 3,041.17. 

The SET of Thailand dropped 0.2 percent
to 1,474.39 and other markets in Southeast
Asia were mostly lower. In Sydney, Crown
Resorts-owned by billionaire James Packer-
plunged almost 14 percent. Bangkok’s mar-
ket dipped 0.2 percent, having soared Friday
as news of the death of Thailand’s king
fuelled bargain-buying after heavy selling in
his final days. The dollar strengthened Friday
on the prospects of higher rates and main-
tained its gains in Asia. The greenback
bought 104.10 yen in Tokyo, from 104.16
yen in New York but still well up from the
103.66 yen Thursday. The euro bought
$1.0985 from $1.0974 Friday but weaker
than Thursday’s $1.1056. The pound remains
bolted at three-decade lows as traders fret
over Britain’s plans to leave the European
Union. — Agencies

World stocks wobble as stimulus hopes fade
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FRANKFURT: The headquarters of Deutsche Bank is photographed in Frankfurt, Germany. Zombies are gnawing at Europe’s underpowered
economic recovery — zombie banks and zombie companies. — AP

FRANKFURT: The walking dead are gnawing at
Europe’s weak economy - zombie banks and
zombie companies. Almost a decade after the
financial crisis that ravaged the global economy,
analysts and top officials are warning that too
many banks in Europe are struggling financially,
keeping them from lending to companies and
fostering growth.

Calls to fix the problem have come repeated-
ly from the International Monetary Fund, US
Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, and European
Central Bank chief Mario Draghi. They say some-
thing has to be done if Europe’s economy is to
gain more traction and bring down unemploy-
ment. Here is a look at Europe’s slow-burning
banking crisis and how it hurts the economy.

BAD LOANS
Soured loans are one of the biggest prob-

lems, especially in Italy. They create a vicious
cycle: the slow economy means businesses can’t
repay their loans. That leaves the banks short of
cash to finance new business ventures, which
holds back the economy even more.

Getting rid of the bad loans is a struggle.
Italy’s Monte dei Paschi is trying to offload 27.7
billion euros ($31 billion) in such loans to
investors who would buy them at a deep dis-
count. The bank has to get rid of those problem
assets before it can credibly ask investors for
more money - up to 5 billion euros through a
share offering. In Italy, one reason clearing bad
loans can be difficult is that the courts are
clogged, meaning it can take years to pursue the
debtors and recover money. That makes the
assets worth even less, and the lower the price,
the bigger the financial hole the bank has to fill.

ZOMBIES
Banks under financial pressure, meanwhile,

tend to prop up “zombie” companies by extend-
ing loans rather than pressing for repayment. A
group of economists has found that banks under
stress tend to maintain credit to companies they
already have a relationship with, even if those
companies are struggling. Yanking credit to such

companies would mean recognizing the bank’s
own losses on the loans. That leaves both bank
and companies as walking dead, technically still
in business but unable to grow, and gobbling up
credit that could otherwise go to stronger com-
panies. “Creditworthy firms in industries with a
prevalence of zombie firms suffered significantly
from credit misallocation, which slowed down
the economic recovery,” wrote the four econo-
mists: Viral Acharya at New York University’s Stern
School of Business, Tim Eisert from Erasmus
University Rotterdam, Christian Eufinger at IESE
Business School in Barcelona and Christian Hirsch
at the Goethe University in Frankfurt. The econo-
my of the 19 eurozone countries grew by a quar-
terly rate of 0.3 percent in April-June. That’s not
enough to bring down the 10.1 percent unem-
ployment rate quickly enough.

FALLING STOCKS
Weak share prices for banks have compound-

ed the problems, as they make it harder for banks
to raise money from investors. The STOXX Europe
600 Banks index is off 21.9 percent this year, com-
pared with a milder 7 percent drop for the broad-
er STOXX Europe 600. Deutsche Bank is off 52
percent for the year to date;  Monte dei Paschi is
off 86 percent and Switzerland’s Credit Suisse 37
percent. Deutsche Bank’s shares plunged after it
was reportedly facing a fine of up to $14 billion
dollars related to dealings in bonds backed by
shaky mortgages before the financial crisis.

SKIMPY PROFITS, BIG PROBLEMS
All of this would be less of a problem if banks

made enough money to build new capital
reserves. But earnings have been sagging, too.
Return on banks’ loans and investments has not
recovered to the levels seen before the crisis.
Even banks in countries that have had fewer
problems - Austria, France, and Germany - have
seen returns rebound only to around 0.8 percent
from 1.3 percent before the crisis. Deutsche Bank
made a scant 20 million-euro profit in the sec-
ond quarter despite 7.4 billion euros in revenue.
That followed a 6.7 billion-euro loss in 2015.

If banks earned more money, they could
attract investors more easily. “The answer is prof-
itability,” said Jan Pieter Krahnen, a professor of
finance at Frankfurt’s Goethe University. “As soon
as profitability is back there will be plenty of
capital, because people will be happy to invest.
“Banks argue that part of the problem is that the
ECB has slashed the interest rate benchmark to
zero, which squeezes bank’s profit margins.

TOO MANY BANKS
The ECB and IMF argue that European banks

should fix their underlying business models:
their costs are too high and they have too many
branches. That’s particularly true at a time when
more banking is done online. In some countries,
customers can withdraw cash at grocery stores
and gas stations as they check out with the milk
and broccoli - no teller involved.

The answer may be mergers and job cuts
across national boundaries. “We have seen
almost nothing in terms of restructuring the
industry, which should have happened over a
couple of years, and which is now even more
urgent than before, not so much because of the
crisis but because of technological change,”
Krahnen said.

NO BAILOUTS PLEASE
The banks’ situation is further complicated by

new European Union restrictions on govern-
ment bailouts. The new rules, which took effect
this year, are meant to protect taxpayers from
picking up the bill for rescuing banks - as hap-
pened during the financial crisis, overwhelming
entire states’ finances as in the case of Ireland.
The restrictions raise the possibility that share-
holders and junior bondholders - investors who
loaned the bank money without getting collat-
eral or a promise of priority repayment - would
be required to take losses before government
money could be used. However, in some cases,
such as Italy’s Monte dei Paschi, those investors
are mom and pop savers. So a rescue could
mean wiping out the life savings of thousands of
small investors. — AP

Zombie banks are stalking 
Europe’s economy: Survey
Global bodies call to fix woes amid growing crisis

BEIJING: China’s growth slipped to a seven-
year low of 6.6 percent in the third quarter,
according to an AFP survey, despite ample
stimulus and a red-hot property market in
the world’s second-largest economy. The
median forecast for expansion in gross
domestic product (GDP), based on a poll of
18 economists, represents an easing from
the second quarter’s 6.7 percent.

I t would be the slowest quarterly
growth since the first three months of
2009, in the middle of the global financial
crisis. As the world’s biggest trader in
goods China is crucial to the global econo-
my and its performance affects partners
from Australia to Zambia. 

GDP expanded 6.9 percent in 2015 — its
weakest in a quarter of a century and the
government has targeted growth in a
range of 6.5-7.0 percent for this year. The
AFP poll forecast China will just meet the
goal, with the median full-year prediction
at 6.6 percent.

“Our expectation is that growth will con-
tinue to slow. The largest headwind on the
horizon is the housing sector, which
peaked in April 2016 and thus is now in the
correction phase of its cycle,” Brian Jackson
of IHS told AFP.Beijing is trying to execute a
difficult structural transition away from
dependence on low-end exports and
heavy industry toward consumption and
services, but entrenched interests have
slowed progress.  

At the same time, authorities have
sought to combat a slowdown through
hefty fiscal stimulus and loose home-buy-
ing policies that have fuelled property mar-
ket booms in urban areas.

“Economic growth in the third quarter
was better than market expectations,” Rong
Jing, a Beijing-based analyst with BNP
Paribas, told AFP, but pointed to possible
risks arising from the real-estate boom.  “The
property bubble risk will continue to bal-
loon if the government does not take tight-
ening measures, as it would cause a very
negative impact on the economy and the
financial system,” she added. “The biggest
restraint this year that prevents monetary
easing is the real estate market.” In recent
weeks lawmakers have unveiled tighter

home-buying regulations in major cities to
cool down galloping property prices.  

Mixed signals 
Recent indicators have painted a mixed

picture of China’s economic health. An offi-
cial measure of manufacturing activity
maintained its strongest level in nearly two
years in September while auto sales grew
at their fastest rate in three years in the
world’s biggest car market.

Data Friday showed that the price of
goods at the factory gate rose in China for
the first time in more than four years in
September, a positive sign for demand
after years of dropping prices battered
manufacturers and put a damper on
growth. “Recent economic data suggest
that China’s growth momentum has sta-
bilised,” said Raymond Yeung, an economist
with ANZ. He pointed to recovery in private
investment after “a period of massive
decline”. But exports sank 10.0 percent
year-on-year in September, suggesting the
Asian giant is yet to see the bottom of its
years-long growth slowdown. 

Imports returned to negative territory
last month after a brief rise in August, with
iron ore and copper volumes dropping,
leading analysts to warn that the recent
recovery in manufacturing activity could
be short-lived.

Looking ahead, GDP growth faces the
“downward pressure of a coming housing
downturn, in particular in the first half of
2017” said Claire Huang of Societe
Generale. Zhao Yang of Nomura expected
China’s yuan currency to be “much weaker”
and forecast slower growth in the fourth
quarter “due to the cooling down property
market and waning demand from post-
flood reconstruction”. But Mizuho econo-
mist Shen Jianguang said that China’s
growth this year could be “stronger than
the official data suggests”, in contrast to last
year when official figures probably over-
stated true expansion, he added.

Official Chinese figures are viewed
with widespread skepticism, and in July
the government altered its growth calcu-
lation method for the second time in less
than a year. — AFP

China’s Q3 growth 
falls to 6.6%: Poll 

BEIJING: A woman sits on her balcony as she watches bulldozers clearing the rubble
of demolished buildings to clear the ground for a new property development project
in Sanya. — AFP

HONG KONG/GUANGZHOU: More than 80
percent of companies at China’s largest
trade fair expect to export more next year,
helped by innovation and currency move-
ments, according to a Reuters poll, raising
hopes of a turnaround after more than a
year of weak export data. Despite concerns
at rising costs and feeble global growth,
the mood was mostly upbeat at the Canton
Fair in Guangzhou on southern China’s
Pearl River, where tens of thousands of
mainland exporters and foreign buyers
gather for what is regarded as a barometer
of the country’s foreign trade.

Chinese exports have been falling
almost continuously since the second quar-
ter of 2015, and showed an unexpectedly
large drop of 10 percent in September,
despite heading into what is usually the
peak year-end shopping season. A third of
the 103 companies polled said they expect-
ed a rebound in the country’s exports soon,
and 46 percent expect the slowdown to
persist for between six and 12 months.

“The overarching environment is not
that great, but we innovate so we remain
competitive,” said Hill Xing, sales manager
at Kemage Power Machinery, which makes
small power generators for household and
agricultural purposes and employs 600-700
people. Andy Zhang, sales manager at
Owatch, a virtual reality start-up, echoed
that theme. “Traditional industries are lag-
ging, but new innovative industries like us
will do very well,” he said. Struggling heavy
industry helped pull Chinese growth to a
25-year low in 2015, and the country’s for-
eign reserves fell by $513 billion as the cur-
rency weakened and investors pulled out
capital.

Nearly half of those polled in Canton
said exports would be helped by the
depreciation of the yuan, which has fallen
8.4 percent since August 2015, with anoth-
er third expecting no impact. The fair,
established in 1957, runs until Nov 4. Phase
one, ending on Wednesday, features
exhibitors covering electronics and house-
hold appliances, along with heavy machin-
ery and building materials. Phase 2, from
Oct. 23-27, covers consumer goods, gifts
and home decorations, and the final phase
includes textiles and apparel, office sup-
plies, healthcare and foods.

Forty-five percent of companies said

they were upbeat on their order prospects,
while 51 percent were neutral and 5 per-
cent pessimistic.

FOOTFALL DOWN
On a list of eight issues polled, produc-

tion costs were the biggest headache for
most exporters at the bi-annual fair, which
is attended by 24,553 exhibitors occupying
more than 60,250 booths. This was fol-
lowed by concerns over global economic
growth, while rent was their least concern.
Nearly 70 percent of exporters said hiring
costs had climbed by up to 10 percent this
year, though close to 60 percent said it was
easy to get a loan for their business.

More than 65 percent of companies
expect to increase investment spending by
up to 20 percent next year, while 16.5 per-
cent expect to raise spending by over 20
percent. Fixed asset investment in China
grew just 8.1 percent in the first eight
months of this year, the slowest pace since
December 1999. Increasing labor and over-
all operating costs have hurt the competi-
tiveness of China’s exporters in recent
years, with many switching to cheaper des-
tinations in Southeast Asia, while others
increase automation.

“We just installed a new production line
from Korea to enhance automation. It will
help to ease labor costs,” said Juney Wang,
manager at PVC floor manufacturer Rentier,
based in Jiangsu province. Exporters said
foot traffic at the fair, held in the provincial
capital of Guangdong, nicknamed the
workshop of the world for its manufactur-
ing prowess, had dropped significantly
from three years ago, while the buyer mix
had also changed. “I’m seeing more buyers
from emerging markets such as South
America and Southeast Asia,” said Jason
Green, marketing director at Anhui
Guofeng Wood-Plastic Composite Co.

Traditional markets such as Europe and
the United States have been hurt by an
economic downturn, and many buyers
from these countries were increasingly
buying over the Internet, he added. Jason
Shen, general manager at KarrDiS, an
armored door manufacturer from Zhejiang
province in eastern China who has attend-
ed the fair since 2007, said footfall had
dropped around 30 percent from two or
three years ago. — Reuters

Canton Fair exporters upbeat 
as China moves up value chain

NEW YORK: Bank of America’s third-quarter
profits rose nearly 6 percent from a year ear-
lier, helped by strong results in investment
banking and trading as well as lower
expenses. The profit growth came from all
four of the bank’s businesses and despite
continuing low interest rates.

The consumer banking giant said yester-
day it earned $4.45 billion in the three
months ending in September after paying
dividends to preferred shareholders, up
from $4.178 billion in the same period a
year earlier. The per-share figure rose to 41
cents versus 38 cents a year ago, easily beat-
ing the 34 cents per share analysts were
expecting, according to FactSet.

BofA’s consumer banking division
earned $1.81 billion in the quarter, up from
$1.76 billion from a year earlier. While rev-
enue was relatively flat year over year, large-
ly due to lingering effects of near-zero inter-
est rates, BofA was able to cut expenses
from $4.711 billion in the third quarter 2015
to $4.37 billion this quarter.

Investors took that as a positive sign,
since BofA is primarily a US consumer bank-
ing company that is more exposed to low

interest rates than other banks with larger
investment banking franchises. Part of the
cost savings came from closing branches
and laying off staff. BofA’s branch count fell
to 4,629 in the quarter from 4,741 a year
earlier. The number of full-time employees
fell to 209,009 from 215,193.

Noting the ongoing Wells Fargo sales
practices scandal, Bank of America execu-
tives said they have seen no evidence of
similar behavior at their bank.

“It’s not the number of products we
open, it’s how they are used,” Paul Donofrio,
Bank of America’s chief financial officer, said
in a call with reporters. Bank of America’s
global markets division reported net
income of $1.07 billion, up from $800 mil-
lion a year earlier. 

BofA’s bond trading desks had a strong
quarter, up 39 percent from a year earlier.
Citigroup and JPMorgan Chase had report-
ed similar gains in bond trading last week.
BofA’s balance sheet continued to recover
as well. The bank’s net charge-off ratio, or
the proportion of loans the bank considers
uncollectable, fell to 0.4 percent from 0.43
percent a year earlier. — AP

FALLS CHURCH: This file photo taken on December 30, 2014 shows a Bank of
America sign in Falls Church, Virginia.— AFP

Bank of America profits 
rise 6%, beats estimates

Bullish bets on oil 
highest since 2014

LONDON: Hedge funds and other money managers have
raised their bullish bets on US crude prices to the highest level
since the slump started in the summer of 2014. Saudi Arabia
and other OPEC members have successfully pushed oil prices
back above $50 by squeezing bearish fund managers (“Saudi
Arabia squeezes hedge funds with bearish bets on oil”,
Reuters, Oct 10).

Hedge funds raised their net long position in the two main
futures and options contracts linked to US crude WTI by 39
million barrels to 292 million barrels in the week to Oct 11. The
combined position was the highest since July 2014, when WTI
prices were still trading above $100 per barrel and the long
slide in prices was just beginning. Hedge funds have raised
their combined position by 155 million barrels since the mid-
dle of September and by 212 million barrels since early
August, according to data from the US Commodity Futures
Trading Commission. Most of the adjustment has come from
the short side of the market as hedge funds have covered
short positions established earlier in the summer. Hedge
funds have cut short positions in WTI-linked futures and
options from a peak of 249 million barrels in early August to
just 102 million barrels, a reduction of 146 million.

Over the same period, hedge fund long positions have risen
from 329 million barrels to 394 million, an increase of just 65
million. Hedge funds have accumulated and liquidated short
positions in four distinct cycles since the start of 2015. The
accumulation and liquidation of hedge fund short positions
has corresponded closely with the rise and fall in oil prices. The
fourth and most recent cycle of short-selling began in early
June when WTI prices were just over $50 per barrel and the
number of short positions in WTI was equivalent to around 78
million barrels. The cycle peaked at early August, when the
number of short positions had risen to 220 million barrels, and
WTI prices hit a low around $39-42. Since then short positions
have been reduced, somewhat unsteadily, and by Oct 11 the
number of shorts had returned to 71 million barrels and prices
were back just above $50. The reduction in short positions has
provided crucial support to prices over the last 10 weeks and
explains why OPEC’s relatively weak output agreement
reached in late September had such a big impact on prices.

But the short covering process has now run its course, with
relatively few more short positions to cover, and is likely to
provide less support to prices going forward. US crude oil
prices peaked at $51.60 on Oct 10 and have since struggled to
rise further, which is consistent with the short-covering rally
being largely over. — Reuters
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KUWAIT: The 23rd edition of the World
Islamic Banking Conference (WIBC) will
see a global participation with leaders
from different regions across the world.
The conference held in strategic partner-
ship with the Central Bank of Bahrain will
take place in Manama, Bahrain on the
5th, 6th and 7th of December 2016 and
will feature a groundbreaking lineup of
speakers.

The World Islamic Banking Conference
is the longest running Islamic finance
conference that speaks of a 23-year her-
itage with a robust platform that com-
prises of leading bankers, institutional
investors, asset managers, policy makers,
academics and other stakeholders. This
year, WIBC will engage its audience in
discussions on the challenges brought by
the uncertainties in the global economic
environment and highlight the need for
Islamic finance to stay vigilant in order to
maintain the current growth rates.

For 22 years, WIBC has been welcom-
ing high profile delegations including
regulators and government officials from
various regions to discuss the future
direction of this rapidly growing industry.
This year, WIBC 2016 will welcome 3 high
profile keynote speakers from leading
emerging markets.

Saudi Arabia is one of the most active
and influential markets in the Islamic
finance space today as it is home to a
number of dedicated Islamic Banks, as
well as Islamic window operations offered
through conventional banks. A great
demand in Islamic finance products in this
region, makes it one of the biggest mar-
kets in the GCC. 

Dr Ahmed Al-Kholifey, who heads the
Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA)
and engages in research and international

affairs will provide a keynote speech at
WIBC relating to the opportunities avail-
able in this region. Russia, being the latest
entrant into this booming structure, is
looking to use Islamic finance to further its
efforts of exploring new ways of financing
and develop its economy by welcoming
international investors from emerging
markets. Speaking to this effect is
Alexander P. Torshin, State Secretary -
Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of
Russia who will represent Russia’s initiative
in collaborating with Islamic finance insti-
tutions to pave way for the industry to tap
into the opportunities in the CIS region.

Bahrain, the host nation of WIBC for
the past 23 years has rapidly become a
global leader in Islamic finance, playing
host to the largest concentration of
Islamic financial institutions in the
Middle East. In particular, the Central
Bank of Bahrain (CBB) continues to pro-
vide strong support to the financial
industry which provides a significant
percentage to the country’s GDP and

economy as a whole. 
Rasheed Mohammed Al-Maraj,

Governor, Central Bank of Bahrain has
been an integral part of WIBC and will
continue providing his support this year
in a keynote speech, to help in further-
ing the ecosystem for Islamic finance
entities to thrive and grow in the global
markets.

Other confirmed speakers include:
* Khalid Hamad Abdul-Rahman Hamad,
Executive Director - Banking Supervision,
Central Bank of Bahrain
* Adel Abdul Wahab Al-Majed, Vice-
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer,
Boubyan Bank
* Hamed Hassan Merah, Secretary
General, AAOIFI
* Tirad Mahmoud, Group Chief Executive
Officer, Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank (ADIB)
* Dr Anwar Al Sadah, First Group Deputy
CEO, Al-Salam Bank
* Ahsan Ali Managing Director, Head of
Islamic Origination, Standard Chartered Bank

* Dr Yahia Abdul-Rahman, Chairman &
CEO, The LARIBA System- Bank of
Whittier
* Farmida Bi, Head of Islamic Finance -
Europe, Norton Rose Fulbright
* Mustafa Adil, Head of Islamic Finance,
Thomson Reuters
* Mohammed Kateeb, Group Chairman &
CEO, Path Solutions
* Cassim Docrat, Regional Director,
DDCAP Group
* Kurt Lieberman, Chief Executive Officer,
Magni Global Asset Management LLC
* Fadi Al-Faqih, CEO, Bank of Khartoum
* Fadi Al-Qutub, Chief Investment Officer,
Al-Istithmar Capital
* Onur Takmak, Founding Partner &
Chairman, RHEA Asset Management
* Hassan Amin Jarrar, Chief Executive
Officer, Bahrain Islamic Bank (BisB)
* Ashar Nazim, Partner, EY
* Bashar Al-Natoor, Global Head of
Islamic Finance, Fitch Ratings
* Lilian Le Falher, Executive Manager,
Head of  Treasur y Kuwait  Finance

House, Bahrain
* Dr Daan Elffers, Founder, Islamic
Reporting Initiative
* Rehan Pathan, Head of Middle East and
Malaysia, Arabesque Asset Management
* Dr Ashraf Gamal El Din, Chief Executive
Officer, Hawkamah
* Naji Moukadam, Managing Director, SAB
*  Samer Hijazi, Head of Islamic Finance,
Grant Thornton UAE
* Marco Lichtfous, Partner, Deloitte Tax
and Consulting
* Stuart Hutton, Chief Investment Officer,
Simply Ethical
* Abdulla R. Shafeea, Head of Asset
Management, The Investor for Securities
Company
* Mohammad Raafi Hossain, Founder,
Finocracy
* Tariq Al-Rifai, CEO, Quorum Centre for
Strategic Studies
* Monem Salam, President and Fund
Manager, Saturna Sdn Bhd
* Dr Hatim El-Tahir, Director Deloitte &
Touche, Middle East
* Mark Smyth, Chief Investment Officer,
Tawreeq Holdings
* Shabnam Mohammad, ?Head of
Structuring MENA & Group Head of
Islamic Finance, Tell Group
* Dr. Aishath Muneeza, Associate
Professor, INCIEF
* Nida Raza, Director Advisory Services,
The Islamic Corporation for the
Development of the Private Sector (ICD)
* Hamza Abu-Musa, Founder, SharedEq
* Dr Mohammed Abdel-Haq, CEO,
Oakstone Merchant Bank

WIBC 2016 is a three-day gathering of
the financial industry’s leaders, taking
place on the 5th, 6th and 7th of
December at the Gulf Hotel in Manama,
Kingdom of Bahrain. 

Industry titans to attend global Islamic finance event

WIBC 2016 in Manama from Dec 5 to 7

Keynote speakers at WIBC 2016

KUWAIT: KAMCO Investment Company, a leading
investment company with one of the largest AUMs
in the region, has been awarded the “Best Wealth
Management Company - Kuwait” from
International Finance Magazine (“IFM”), a
renowned financial publication that recognizes
and honors individuals, as well as organizations, in
the financial investment industry. The awards were
presented to those who made a significant value
addition to the industry through innovative prod-
ucts and services. 

KAMCO was awarded the “Best Wealth
Management Company - Kuwait” amongst a pool
of nominees who went through a reader and
expert analysis process, followed by extensive
scrutiny on the basis of innovation, growth, sus-
tainability and their contribution towards society.
Commenting on the award, Sana Al-Hadlaq, Acting
Chief Wealth Officer of KAMCO, said, “This award
underscores KAMCO’s ability to deliver superior
and unique wealth management services and
capabilities exceeding the expectations of our high
net worth clients and the local industry. We strive
to set the standard of excellence in our industry
and in all that we do by providing personalized
solutions, trusted advice, and professional expert-
ise. The Wealth Management team’s leadership and
expertise has driven the success of KAMCO’s active
role in becoming one of the leading Asset

Management and Investment Banking providers in
the local and regional markets.”

Al-Hadlaq added, “We would like to dedicate
this award to our loyal clients who believed in our
ability to achieve their investment objectives. The
trust and confidence they have placed in us indi-
cates the close relationship we have built with our
clients over the years. Our team is efficient in meet-

ing the diverse needs of our clients through cus-
tomized innovative products and services.” Al-
Hadlaq further said that the Wealth Management
team would continue to work closely with clients
in identifying their investment goals and tailoring
custom packages that suit their needs. She also

said that all Wealth Management services are
based on a framework that includes extensive risk
management, detailed financial advice, and access
to KAMCO’s network and capabilities. 

The Wealth Management team caters to a wide
client base that includes corporates, high net
worth individuals, sovereign wealth funds, pen-
sions, endowments, foundations and family
offices, she added. 

KAMCO wins ‘Best Wealth 

Management Co’ Award 

International Finance Magazine

ABU DHABI: Etihad Airways’ Premium
Lounge at Melbourne Airport has been
voted Australasia’s Leading Airport
Lounge for 2016. The announcement was
made at the 23rd Annual World Travel
Awards Asia and Australasia Ceremony in
Danang, Vietnam on 15 October.

Etihad Airways’ Chief Executive Officer,
Peter Baumgartner, expressed delight at
the win, the airline’s first ever at an Asia
and Australasia World Travel Awards cere-
mony. “This award is a powerful endorse-
ment of the superior quality of our
Premium Lounge at Melbourne Airport
and the hard work and commitment to
excellence of the team.

“It attests to the competitive bench-
mark we have set in Melbourne and the
high level of guest satisfaction with the
world-class hospitality experience we
deliver. “It ’s especially gratifying as it
comes just months after the lounge
opened in May this year and adds to the
growing acclaim for our remarkable col-
lection of premium lounges worldwide.”

The award for Australasia’s Leading
Airport Lounge is one of the many the air-
line has received throughout 2016. Only
last month, its new First Class Lounge and
Spa at Abu Dhabi Airport was voted the
Middle East’s Leading Airport Lounge at
the Middle East World Travel Awards.

Etihad Airways has a collection of 15
airport lounges worldwide. This includes
the flagship First Class Lounge and Spa in
Terminal 3; Premium Lounges in Terminals
1 and 3; a Premium Lounge within the
unique US Customs and Border Protection
facility; and a Premium Arrivals Lounge -
all at Abu Dhabi Airport - plus Premium
Lounges in Sydney, Frankfurt, London
Heathrow, Manchester, Dublin, Paris, New
York JFK, Washington DC, and Los
Angeles. Its lounges resemble in style and
ambience a luxury hotel or private mem-
bers’ club. They offer guests a tranquil
environment where they can relax, re-
energize, dine or be entertained, while

enjoying the intuitive service and hospi-
tality for which the airline is world-
renowned. In its lounges and in the air,
Etihad Airways aims to provide a seamless
hospitality experience with the same high
levels of innovation, care, attention to
detail and service delivery guests have
come to expect from its people and
brand.

Now in its 23rd year, the World Travel
Awards celebrates excellence across key
sectors of the travel and tourism industry.
Votes are cast by travel industry execu-
tives and travel consumers. 

The Etihad Airways Premium Lounge at
Melbourne Airport opened officially on 9
May 2016. A natural light-filled space with
floor-to-ceiling glass, it offers guests
expansive views across the runway and
surrounding countryside. At more than
800m2 and with seating for up to 133, it is
the airline’s largest Premium Lounge out-
side Abu Dhabi.

Blending the essence of a fine-dining
restaurant with a chic city cocktail bar, the
lounge is a showcase of intelligent design
and urban sophistication. Guests enjoy
the comfort and luxury of top-quality cus-
tom furnishings and the hospitality, culi-
nary excellence and cutting-edge bever-
age technology, which are the hallmarks
of an Etihad Airways Premium Lounge.

Its features include an intimate 26-seat
dining area and a fully equipped kitchen
where a team of professional chefs pre-
pares everything on the premises. The
centrepiece is a sculptural showcase bar
serving a wide selection of local wines,
one-of-a-kind signature cocktails and
mocktails developed exclusively for the
airline by Fluid Movement, a world-lead-
ing London-based mixology consultancy;
and more than 70 varieties of spirits. It
also has an exclusive space for guests
travelling in The Residence, the world’s
only private three-room cabin on a com-
mercial aircraft, available only on Etihad
Airways’ A380. 

Etihad Airways’ Melbourne

premium lounge

named Australasia’s best

MELBOURNE: Etihad Airways’ General Manager for Australia and New Zealand, Sarah
Built, accepts the award for Australasia’s Leading Airport Lounge from event hosts
Greg Ohan (left) and Mai Anh Du (right). 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) announced
the winners of the second draw of Al-Rabeh
account that took place at 360 Mall amidst huge
participation and attendance. 

The draw was conducted under the supervision
of representatives of the Ministry of Commerce
where KFH revealed three winners of two 2016
Range Rovers and 3 kg of gold. The winners are
Rafaa Hamad Alajmi and Amal Saud Alotaibi of
2016 Range Rover’s for each, while Mohammad
Abdulaziz Altamimi won 3 kg of Gold. Amidst excit-
ing and suspense atmospheres, Private Banking
General Manager at KFH, Waleed Khaled Mandani
handed out the prizes to the winners. The big event
also witnessed a number of competitions and win-
ners in addition to some folkloric performance.

Al-Rabeh salary account, which was launched
last February, is an investment savings account
based on Mudaraba sharia principle that gives
clients annual profit distributions. Clients can open
this account at any of KFH 64 branches around
Kuwait.  It is noteworthy that the account is offered
for clients wishing to transfer their salaries and
manage their personal accounts with the ability to
save and invest. Al-Rabeh account is available for
individuals in KD and it requires salary transfer as a
prerequisite.

With regards to the prizes campaign terms and
conditions, KFH gives away two Range Rovers 2016

HSE for the first two winners and a 3 KG gold for the
third winner in quarterly draws to be held in the
months of January, April, July, and October, provid-
ing that clients should have deposited 3 salaries in
the three months prior to the draw, yet their mini-
mum monthly balance is not less than KD 50 by the
end of each month, bearing in mind that each KD
50 in the account entitles clients to one entry in the
draw, thus more money in an account means more
chances to win. KFH is keen on improving its bank-

ing products and services in line with clients’
requirement in efforts to achieve customer satisfac-
tion and cater more closely for their needs.

KFH endeavors to offer unique advantages and
valuable prizes stemming from its continuing
endeavors to offer outstanding products and serv-
ices that address clients’ requirements and meet
their aspirations, yet consolidate Bank’s prestigious
status and excellence in offering products as per
the highest standards of quality.

KFH announces winners 

of second Al-Rabeh draw

Waleed Mandani handing out the prizes to the winners.

Sana Al-Hadlaq, Acting Chief Wealth Officer
of KAMCO. 



t e c h n o l o g y
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

Shukri Eid, Managing Director - East
Region, Cisco Middle East

Hani Nofal

DUBAI: During GITEX 2016, Cisco intro-
duced a suite of solutions which help hotels
and resorts deliver superior experiences for
guests and visitors, and which generate
multiple revenue streams, greater produc-
tivity and reduced costs. Cisco also called for
the regional hospitality sector to invest in
innovative technologies to not only remain
competitive but also differentiate their serv-
ices to meet unique and fast evolving guest
expectations.

The hotel industry estimates that over
300 new hotels will open in the Middle East
and Africa in 2017. The UAE accounts for
nearly 20 percent of this development, and
with Expo 2020 and its expected 25 million
visitors only a few years away, Dubai alone
has over 130 hotel projects in the pipeline.
Major regional events such as the 2022 FIFA
World Cup in Qatar are also driving hotel
expansion. In this highly competitive envi-
ronment, hotels are increasingly looking to
technology to stand out and differentiate
their offerings. 

Latest technology solutions
At GITEX 2016, Cisco and GBM, a Cisco

Gold Partner, are demonstrating the power
of Cisco’s latest technology solutions to
deliver personalized guest experiences,
improved management of operations,
enhanced sales and marketing approaches,
and reduced costs. One of the key solutions
to be demonstrated is a new guest engage-
ment platform for the hospitality industry,
developed by IPera, a Cisco Developer
Partner. The innovative ‘mobile app’ is built
on Cisco Connected Mobile Experiences
(CMX) technologies and allows hotels to rec-
ognize their guests and identify where they
spend most of their time, delivering target-
ed messages based on their location.

“Now is the time for hotels in the region
to evolve their technology strategies and
take advantage of the impact digitization
can have on their business. To meet evolving
guest expectations, it is important for hotels
in the region to use mobility in a smart way
to build guest loyalty and increase room rev-
enues through customized services and con-
tent,” said Shukri Eid, Managing Director -
East Region, Cisco Middle East. “We are excit-
ed to showcase a unique guest engagement
platform built on Cisco’s CMX wireless tech-
nologies that will help hotels deliver a per-
sonal, tailored and more easily integrated
guest experience at all stages of their visit.”

The fast pace of development is creating
challenges for both existing players and
new entrants in the hospitality sector and
they are looking towards technology as an
enabler to remain competitive, differentiate
from other competitors and build loyalty
amongst customers. Technology plays a
crucial role in enabling better service and
stronger operations. However, hotels will
have to build analytics capabilities, keep up
with advances in mobility and optimize
existing touch point channels in order to
apply technology strategically to create dif-
ferentiated customer experiences.

“GBM’s in depth understanding of the
hospitality sector, its deep technical compe-
tency around Cisco wireless and mobile
technologies, and its competency in build-
ing connected applications, are assets that
can help leading hospitality end users
achieve their business, financial and mar-
keting objectives,” explained Hani Nofal,
Vice President, Intelligent Network
Solutions, Security and Mobility, GBM.
“Mobility is transforming the way we travel
and spend our time while away from home.
Guests now expect ubiquitous connectivity
for all their devices and applications, along
with customized offers, content and guest
services.”

Unique features 
Most hotel mobile apps provide informa-

tion services with some guest specific appli-
cations such as bill viewing and setting
alarms. What sets out the guest experience
platform being showcased by Cisco and its
partners is its integration capabilities with
smart WLAN infrastructure to deliver seam-
less location-based services. This allows for
a number of unique features that include
locating indoor positioning and the ability
to quickly recognize guests when they
arrive at the hotel lobby or dining outlets. It
also offers guests and visitors enhances cus-
tomer experiences such as convenient way
finding across the property and mobile pay-
ment options for restaurants, retail, and oth-
er service and food and beverage outlets. 

The guest engagement platform pres-
ents hotels with additional revenue oppor-
tunities through cross-venue marketing,
providing greater return on investment.
Connected to facility operations at the
back end, the platform also allows hote-
liers to enhance their customer loyalty pro-
grams and develop their digital communi-
cation strategies based on guest profiles
and location, otherwise known as proximi-
ty marketing. 

The platform can be scaled across other
properties operating under the same
brand, is built for connected devices like
smartphones and tablets, and provides a
wide range of touch points and engage-
ment features and can be used at hotels,
restaurants,  conferences, lounges,
concierge desks, and other places of cus-
tomer and staff engagement. It supports
multichannel integration using SMS, social
media platforms, email, mobile applica-
tions, push notifications and virtual word
of mouth marketing. Emergency alerts

issued by the venue will also be visible to
all users while on-premises. Apart from

the guest engagement platform, Cisco
and GBM are also showcasing their lat-
est solutions for the region’s hospitali-
ty industry. Senior executives from
both companies are available at Cisco’s
stand number Z-B40, Zabeel Hall at
GITEX Technology Week 2016 to meet
with customers and partners.

Cisco and GBM showcase the 
future of hospitality at GITEX

PYONGYANG: Until a few months ago, if
you wanted a bird’s eye view of North
Korea’s capital, there was basically only
one option: a 150-meter-tall tower across
the river from Kim Il Sung Square. Now, if
you have the cash, you can climb into
the back seat of an ultralight aircraft.
With the support of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un, who has vowed to give
North Koreans more modern and “cul-
tured” ways to spend their leisure time,
and with foreign tourism companies
looking to entice visitors with unique
things to do besides visit war museums
and political monuments, a Pyongyang
flying club has started offering short
flights over some of the capital’s major
sights. 

The tours, which began in late July,
are operated by the Mirim flying club out
of a fancy new facility on an old airfield
adjacent to another of Kim’s signature
modernization projects: a sprawling
equestrian club and horse racetrack.
Officials say more than 4,000 North
Koreans have gone up in the ultralight

fleet since, along with “hundreds of for-
eigners” from 12 countries.

The flights go directly over some of
Pyongyang’s most iconic spots, including
the gargantuan May Day stadium, the
torch-tipped Juche Tower and Kim Il
Sung Square area, and the Munsu Water
Park, yet another of Kim’s leisure spot
“gifts” to the city. Flights start off over a
typically rural setting, with a mixture of
farmland and small hamlets.

But that quickly transforms into what
one would expect from a city of about
2.5 million: block after block of densely
concentrated high-rise residential build-
ings, some in the drab gray color of con-
crete but many painted over in pink,
beige or blue pastels. Toward the center
of the city, spaces open up once again
with large public plazas and the parks
that surround Pyongyang’s many monu-
ments to its leaders and war memorials.

A different perspective 
Considerations of places best not

subjected to flyovers were almost cer-

tainly a factor before the tours could
get off the ground. And, just to be safe,
photographs taken from the air are
screened by club officials after each
flight. But seeing the city from a height
of 2,000 meters or less while slowly
puttering through the skies provides
quite a different perspective from any-
thing tourists,  and even most
Pyongyang residents, had ever been
able to get before.

The f l ights aren’t  cheap -  a  25-
minute ultralight ride from the airstrip
on the outskirts of the city to Kim Il
Sung Square and the Juche Tower,
which had previously been the best
place to get an urban panorama, goes
for around $150. Shorter flights are
offered at cheaper prices, starting from
about $65, but those only fly around
the immediate vicinity of the flight
club. Prices for North Koreans are much
cheaper, though club officials wouldn’t
say exactly how much. Officials say the
ultralight aircraft used for the flights
were made in North Korea. —AP

Sightseeing in ultralight airplanes in Pyongyang

FRANKFURT: There will still be
more books than you could ever
read, but visitors to this week’s
Frankfurt Book Fair will also be
invited to don vir tual reality
goggles,  vis it  an interactive
classroom and discover 3D-
printed art as publishers plug
into new technology. Organizers
of the world’s largest publishing
event say the focus on art and
technology is a logical next step
as the creative industr ies
become ever more connected.
The fair,  which opens on
Wednesday and is expected to
draw some 275,000 visitors, has
always been about “content-
regardless of its format”,  the
event’s vice-president Holger
Volland told AFP.

Among the main draws at the
five-day gathering will be virtu-
al reality experiences, with sev-
eral exhibitors unveiling proj-
ects that plunge visitors into a
world that until then only exist-
ed on the page. Taiwanese artist
Jimmy Liao’s picture book, “All
of My World Is You”, will come to
life once visitors slip on a VR
headset that will allow them to
interact with the main charac-
ter, a mysterious young girl, and
complete challenges to make
her smile.

In the spotlight as guest of
honor is the literary culture and
language of Flanders and the
Netherlands, who have created
three separate VR experiences,
including one allowing users to
alternate between the perspec-
tives of a father and his nine-
year- old daughter  who are
mourning the loss of a family
member. “Literature exists not
just on the page,” said Suzanne
Meeuwissen of  the Dutch
Foundation for Literature, a co-
initiator of the projects, point-
ing to recent Nobel Literature
Prize winner Bob Dylan as an
example.

Virtual reality is a brand new
canvas, she said, and “writers

and ar t ists  are hungr y to
explore this unfamiliar territory”.
Educational publishers are also
tapping into new technology,
from tex t  books that  can be
made interactive with the help
of an app to 3D printouts of
organs to use in biology lessons.
In the “Classroom of the Future”,
visitors can watch students and
teachers try out the latest inno-
vations. It remains to be seen, of

course, to what extent all these
ideas can generate revenues for
publishers and creators, a ques-
tion that will be a hot topic in
Frankfurt.

‘Next Rembrandt’ 
Such is the focus on creative

content across different media
that there will even be a “fair
within a fair” this year, called
Arts+, where artists, architects
and museums will  talk about

the challenges and opportuni-
t ies  of  work ing with digital
technology-and show off some
results. Volland described Arts+
as a place to “discuss new busi-
ness  models  and synergies
between art and technology”.

One of the highlights will be
a projec t  cal led “ The nex t
Rembrandt” in which a Dutch
team used artificial intelligence
and a 3D printer  to create a

“new ” work by the master
painter based on a computer
algorithm that worked out the
average features of a typical
Rembrandt subject.

But at its heart, the Frankfurt
fair is for book lovers and with
over 7,000 exhibitors from more
than 100 countries, visitors will
get the chance to discover thou-
sands of new titles in all imagi-
nable genres.  One of  the
biggest names to attend will be

Brit ish contemporar y ar t ist
David Hockney, who will unveil
an oversized, 500-page book
illustrating his life’s work, from
the famous sun-soaked swim-
ming pool  paint ings of  the
1960s to his recent series of iPad
drawings. The signed, limited
edition tome is so large that it
will  come with its own stand
and a price tag of 2,000 Euros
($2,200).

Adding a touch of royal flair
to this year’s event will be Dutch
King Wil lem-Alexander and
Belgium’s  K ing Phi l ippe and
Queen Mathilde, who will open
the Dutch-Flemish pavilion on
Tuesday, on the eve of the offi-
cial kick-off. The Frankfurt fair
dates back over 500 years, with
the first edition taking place
shor t ly  af ter  the Gutenberg
printing press was invented in
nearby Mainz. —AFP

Frankfurt fair shakes up book 
world with art, tech gadgets
Logical step as creative industries become more connected

FRANKFURT: This file photo taken on October 09, 2013 shows fairgoers visiting the Frankfurt
Book Fair. —AFP 

DUBAI: At GITEX Technology Week 2016,
Kaspersky Lab presented an overview of the
changing cyber threat landscape in the Middle
East with special emphasis on the protection
of critical infrastructures and smart cities. 

According to Kaspersky Security Network,
an average of 17.4% users in the Middle East
encountered cyber threats originating from
the Internet in the third quarter of 2016. The
countries with the highest percentage of
users affected by these threats were Qatar
(24.4%), United Arab Emirates (22.8%), Kuwait
(20.1%), Saudi Arabia (17.9%) and Egypt
(17.1%). At the same time, an average of 47%
of users in the region encountered malware
that spread in local networks, via USBs and
storage disks.

“Raising awareness about cyber threats is
fundamental for smart environments. Rapid
technological advances in recent years
require threat intelligence research and a
strategic collaboration between critical infra-
structure and smart cities. A cyber incident
can have a major impact on the economical,
reputational and productivity aspects of an
organization, it can also threaten human lives.
Consequently, we have been making a lot of
efforts at Kaspersky Lab towards securing the
different components of smart cities, con-
tributing our expertise within the Securing
Smart Cities not-for-profit global initiative,
and that’s predominantly why we are high-
lighting these issues this week at GITEX,” said

Mohammad Amin Hasbini, Senior Security
Researcher, Global Research & Analysis Team,
Kaspersky Lab.

The concept of a smart city involves bring-
ing together various cutting-edge technolo-

gies and solutions to ensure the reliable and
convenient provision of services to people,
public safety, resources utilization, etc.
However, these technologies also open the
doors for serious cyber risks that must be
addressed proactively. Smart city security
should be top priority for the executives pio-
neering the smart city evolution.

“Our recent study investigated city kiosks
as well as speed cameras and their supporting
infrastructure. Our experts discovered that
cybercriminals could easily compromise these
cameras and manipulate the data collected.
To prevent such situations in real life, there
should be a comprehensive approach to the
development and implementation of smart
devices into a city’s infrastructure,” comments
Hasbini.

In addition to sharing its expertise,
Kaspersky Lab provides a range of solutions
that cover major smart city elements, includ-
ing smart terminals, mobile applications, data
storage and security for commercial and
industrial facilities. The company’s portfolio of
security solutions that can help in developing
smart cities includes:

l Kaspersky Security Intelligence Services 
l Kaspersky Industrial CyberSecurity
l Kaspersky Security for Data Centers
l Kaspersky Embedded Systems Security

for ATMs and Point-of-Sale Terminals
l Kaspersky Mobile Security
l Kaspersky Anti-Targeted Attack Platform

Kaspersky Lab at GITEX: Cyber
threats that affect everyone

An ultralight aircraft flies over the city of Pyongyang in North Korea. —AP

Mohammad Amin Hasbini
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CANNES: Coral reefs may be dying off at
an alarming rate and pollution and over-
fishing emptying the seas. But fear not.
Help is at hand in the form of a new wave
of cartoon superheroes determined to
save the oceans. While Disney block-
busters “Finding Nemo” and “Finding
Dory” have been attacked for sparking a
spike in the poaching of tropical fish,
Muppets creators the Jim Henson
Company said Sunday that their new ani-
mated children’s series “Splash and
Bubbles” would help mobilize a new gen-
eration to save the undersea world. The
big-budget 40-episode series, which will
screen on PBS in the United States next
year, aims to “turn the tide of our world to
save the planet”.

Boss Lisa Henson, daughter of Jim
Henson, the puppetry genius behind “The
Muppets” and “Sesame Street”, said the

series, which was premiered at the MIPJU-
NIOR festival in the French resort of
Cannes, comes at a vital time. While four
to seven-year-olds may not be able to do
much now to tackle the millions of tons of
plastic waste that have created the “Great
Pacific Garbage Patch”, she said it is “their
generation who will be left to solve” such
problems. The series comes in the wake of
the huge success of “The Octonauts”, the
most watched cartoon by pre-school chil-
dren in Britain, Ireland and Australia.

‘Star Trek’ meets Jacques Cousteau 
The “edutainment” show has a team of

animated animals rescuing sea creatures
from their base in the Octopod. With its
catchphrase slogans of “Explore! Rescue!
Protect!” it has been described as “Star Trek”
meets Jacques Cousteau. And now film-
makers are working with the Monaco

oceanographic museum which the leg-
endary French marine explorer ran for
decades to create another series about child
heroes fighting for marine conservation.

“Pirates of the Abyss” will feature four
friends who go off on aquatic adventures
in an old submarine to right the wrongs
of pollution and the overexploitation of
the oceans. Producer Aymeric Castaing
told AFP that the series-aimed at slightly
older kids-would tap into their anger and
impotence at what is happening to the
environment. “The world we live in will
soon be in the hands of these kids. It is
they who will have to save the oceans,” he
added. Castaing said the children begin
their quest after chancing upon on a lab-
oratory left behind by “some of the great-
est brains of the past” including Jules
Verne, the inventor Nikola Tesla, Gustave
Eiffel and Prince Albert I of Monaco, an

early marine researcher. “These geniuses
from the past are in a way helping them
save the future,” said Castaing, co-founder
of the Bordeaux-based I Can Fly studio.

‘Good values’ 
Henson said like “Sesame Street”,

“Splash and Bubbles” was also all about
teaching children good values in a fun
way. “You would not believe how diverse
the ocean floor is... There are seahorse sin-
gle dads with 499 children,” she joked.
“And it is the seahorse dads who give
birth. There is so much weird stuff there.”
She said although the show took its mis-
sion to education seriously, with “today’s
Jacques Cousteau marine biologist Dr
Sylvia Earle” among its advisors, she insist-
ed it was “not preachy”.  

“We are opening up the weird and
wonderful world” of marine science and

conservation through fun adventures and
music. “And we are showing the oceans
amazing diversity and interconnected-
ness,” she added. Nevertheless, each 11-
minute episode will be cut with a humor-
ous documentary segment called “Get
Your Feet Wet”, where children will “find
out for instance that octopuses have no
bones”. Henson’s distribution boss Richard
Goldsmith said it was in the “studio’s DNA”
to promote “good and solid values” and
that “Jim Henson was thinking about ecol-
ogy and diversity long before it was cool”.

Far from overwhelming children with
the planet’s problems, he said the show’s
purpose was to empower them to con-
front them. “One of (lead character)
Splash’s favorite sayings is, ‘There is only
one way to get over the fear of the
unknown and that is to go there and find
out about it’,” Goldsmith added. — AFP 

New wave of TV cartoons urge children to save seas

BEIJING: Two Chinese astronauts began the
country’s longest crewed space mission yester-
day, blasting off on a spacecraft for a 30-day stay
on an experimental space station as China
steadfastly navigates its way to becoming a
space superpower.

Ahead of the launch, one astronaut shouted:
“We are ready! Please give instructions!” in front
of dozens of people dressed in colorful dress rep-
resenting China’s ethnic minorities, in footage
shown prominently on Chinese TV. The com-
mander-in-chief of the manned space program,
Gen. Zhang Youxia, replied: “Proceed!” followed
by blaring marching music as the astronauts
boarded a bus to take them to the launch pad.
China, Russia and the United States are the only
countries that have independently launched
humans into space, and while the others have
more experience in manned space travel, China’s
military-backed program has made methodical
progress in comparatively short time. The launch
is China’s sixth manned mission, the previous
longest being about two weeks.

For this mission, the astronauts will dock their
spacecraft with the Tiangong 2 station within
two days, conduct experiments in medicine and
space-related technologies, and test systems
and processes in preparation for the launching
of the station’s core module in 2018. A fully func-
tioning space station is on course to begin oper-
ating six years from now and slated to run for at
least a decade.

‘More deeply and more broadly’ 
The Shenzhou 11 space capsule blasted off

from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center on the
edge of the Gobi Desert in northern China at
7:30 am (2330 GMT) aboard a Long March-2F
carrier rocket. Zhang declared the launch a suc-
cess 16 minutes later. Defense Minister Fan
Changlong then read a congratulatory message
from President Xi Jinping calling for China’s
astronauts to explore space “more deeply and
more broadly.”

Since China conducted its first crewed space
mission in 2003, it has staged a spacewalk and
landed its Yutu rover on the moon. The
Tiangong, or “Heavenly Palace,” space stations
are considered stepping stones to a mission to
send a rover to Mars by the end of the decade.
Administrators suggest a crewed landing on the
moon may also be in the program’s future.

The Shenzhou 11 astronauts are Jing

Haipeng, who is flying his third mission, and 37-
year-old Chen Dong. 

“It is any astronaut’s dream and pursuit to be
able to perform many space missions,” Jing, who
turns 50 during his time in space, told a briefing
Sunday. China was excluded from the
International Space Station mainly due to US
concerns over the Chinese space program’s
strongly military character. Chinese officials are
now looking to internationalize their own pro-
gram by offering to help finance other countries’
missions to Tiangong 2, which, at 60 tons when
completed, would still be considerably smaller
than the 420-ton ISS.

China’s space program also opened a fourth
spacecraft launch site at Wenchang on the island
province of Hainan in June. It was inaugurated
with the launch of the newly developed Long
March 7 rocket that was hailed as a break-
through in the use of safer, more environmental-
ly friendly fuels. 

China is developing the Long March 5 heavy-
lift rocket needed to launch the Tiangong 2’s
additional components and other massive pay-
loads. A source of enormous national pride,
China’s space program plans a total of 20 mis-
sions this year at a time when the US and other
countries’ programs are seeking new roles. — AP 

China launches its longest 
crewed space mission yet

Methodical progress in comparatively short time

JIUQUAN: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, the Long March-2F carrier rocket
carrying China’s Shenzhou 11 manned spacecraft blasts off from the launch pad at the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Center. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: In this Sept 9, 2015, file photo, Planned Parenthood supporters rally
for women’s access to reproductive health care on “National Pink Out Day’’ at Los
Angeles City Hall. — AP 

NEW YORK: Persistent Republican-led
efforts to restrict access to abortion and to
curb government funding for Planned
Parenthood have been hotly debated in
Washington and in states, and will be
shaped in some way by the next president.

WHERE THEY STAND
Democrat Hillary Clinton supports

access to abortion and is an outspoken
defender of Planned Parenthood, which is
the largest provider of abortions in the US
and also offers other health services.
Republican Donald Trump, who in the past
was a supporter of abortion rights, now
says he isn’t, although he’s been somewhat
inconsistent in his campaign statements on
abortion. Numerous anti-abortion leaders,
initially wary of Trump, now support him
because of his pledge to nominate
Supreme Court justices who are open to
curtailing abortions and his choice of Mike
Pence, a staunch abortion foe, as his run-
ning mate.

WHY IT MATTERS
The prime battleground over abortion is

the Supreme Court, which regularly con-
fronts legal challenges on the issue. The
next president has one vacancy to fill on
the high court and could have more. A
Clinton victory could strengthen the court’s
current 5-3 majority that supports abortion
rights. A Trump win could lead to a recon-
figured court that would uphold tough
state laws restricting abortion and possibly
consider overturning Roe v. Wade, the 1973
decision that established a nationwide
right to abortion. Advocates on both sides
have singled out the presidential election
as the key to where the issue goes next.

In June, the Supreme Court issued its
most important abortion decision in many
years, striking down restrictions in Texas
that required doctors who perform abor-
tions to have admitting privileges at nearby
hospitals and forced clinics to meet hospi-
tal-like building standards. The court held
that this placed an “undue burden” on

women seeking abortion because it would
force closure of many clinics.

In the future, the court is likely to face
the question of whether other types of
abortion restrictions impose an undue bur-
den. One example: Laws adopted by
numerous states that ban most abortions
after 20 weeks of gestation on the disputed
premise that a fetus can feel pain at that
stage. Republicans in Congress voted to
impose a 20-week ban nationwide, but it
was blocked by Senate Democrats. I f
Democrats gain more Senate seats in
November, that would make federal anti-
abortion legislation even less likely.
Congressional Republicans also have
sought to halt federal money to Planned
Parenthood. Most of that money goes to
provide non-abortion services to low-
income women.

A Clinton presidency would be expect-
ed to carry on President Barack Obama’s
opposition to such defunding attempts,
with veto power to back it up. Trump says
he’d support the stripping of federal financ-
ing from Planned Parenthood, though he
also has made positive comments in the
past about the importance of the organiza-
tion’s non-abortion services. States, too,
have sought to curtail public money for
Planned Parenthood over the past year -
blocked by courts in some cases, but else-
where forcing Planned Parenthood to cur-
tail some contraceptive services, health
screenings and other programs.

Federal law, and the laws of most states,
already prevent public money from paying
for abortions except in rare circumstances.
The recent defunding bills prohibit state
money for any services by organizations
that also provide abortions. Public opinion
on abortion is sharply divided, and has
barely shifted in recent decades.  The latest
Gallup poll on the topic finds 50 percent of
Americans say abortion should be legal
under certain circumstances, 29 percent
want it legal in all cases and 19 percent
want it outlawed in all cases - roughly the
same breakdown as in the 1970s. — AP 

WHY IT MATTERS: Abortion

TOKYO: US electric car maker Tesla says it
plans to start working with Japanese elec-
tronics company Panasonic Corp. on solar
energy. Tesla’s said on its corporate blog yes-
terday that the companies have signed a
non-binding letter of intent to begin collab-
orating on Panasonic’s production of photo-
voltaic cells and modules at a facility under

construction by San Mateo, California-based
solar-panel company SolarCity Corp. in
Buffalo, New York.

The deal requires shareholders’ approval
of Tesla’s planned acquisition of SolarCity.
Panasonic confirmed it was studying a col-
laboration with Tesla to make solar prod-
ucts at SolarCity ’s Buffalo facility, but

declined to give details.  Palo Alto,
California-based Tesla said the cells and
modules would be used with its energy
storage products. 

Tesla CEO Elon Musk says SolarCity’s
installation network and Tesla’s global ener-
gy storage could provide customers a one-
stop shop for sustainable energy and trans-
portation. Shareholders are due to vote on
the acquisition on Nov. 17. “We are excited
to expand our partnership with Panasonic
as we move toward a combined Tesla and
SolarCity. 

By working together on solar, we will be
able to accelerate production of high-effi-
ciency, extremely reliable solar cells and
modules at the best cost,” said JB Straubel,
chief technical officer at Tesla. Tesla intends
to provide a long-term purchase commit-
ment for those cells from Panasonic,
according to the company.

The collaboration extends the partner-
ship between Tesla and Panasonic, which
includes the production of electric vehicle
and grid storage battery cells at Tesla’s
Gigafactory. Panasonic is a major manufac-
turer of home appliances, such as washing
machines, refrigerators, T Vs and
microwaves, but its operations also encom-
pass services and products for businesses,
including health care and security camera
systems. — AP 

Tesla hopes to work with 
Panasonic on solar energy

Tesla Motors CEO Elon Musk

SANDPOINT, Idaho: Scott Brusaw has a vision
for the nation’s roads. He believes the solar-pow-
ered glass pavers his company makes could
transform thousands of miles of pavement into a
new energy source. His business, Solar
Roadways, recently unveiled its first public
installation, in a downtown plaza in this north-
ern Idaho resort town. It’s 150 square feet of
hexagon-shaped solar panels that people can
walk and bicycle on.

The company is working on proof that the
panels, for which it has a patent, are strong
enough and have enough traction to handle
motor vehicles, including semitrailers. 

“Our plan is to replace all the asphalt and
concrete,” said Brusaw, noting concrete occupies
over 48,000 square miles in the US. “If you cover
it with solar panels, we can make three times our
energy needs.”

Going green
Solar Roadways is among a growing number

of companies embracing renewable energy as
the U.S. aims to reduce carbon emissions by
one-third from 2005 levels by 2030. But it is the
only business receiving federal highway research
money in pursuit of solar road panels, part of the
Federal Highway Administration’s efforts to fight
climate change, said Doug Hecox, a spokesman
for the agency in Washington, DC.

Brusaw and his wife, Julie, got the idea for
their Idaho business after watching the Al Gore
movie “An Inconvenient Truth” and deciding they
also wanted to join the battle against global
warming. They aren’t the only ones eyeing roads
and sidewalks as a potential energy source. A
solar bike path was built in the Netherlands in
2014, and Germany and France have announced
plans to build solar roads in the future. The
Brusaws hope to beat them into mass produc-
tion. Incorporated in 2006, Solar Roadways has
received three FHA grants, totaling $1.6 million,
and funding from the state and a local economic
development agency. It also drew 50,000 donors
who raised $2.2 million on Indiegogo, a crowd-
sourcing site.

Can glass really support semis?
Solar Roadways has been testing the strength

of its half-inch-thick glass by dropping 1-pound
steel balls on it from a height of 8 feet, a stan-
dard test for concrete. So far, the tests have been
successful, Brusaw said. 

The glass has a traction surface that is equiva-
lent to asphalt. In tests, vehicles are able to stop
in the required distance, he said. In strength
tests, the panels can hold 250,000 pounds, three
times the legal limit for a semitrailer.

What do the panels look like?
They are made of tempered glass, weigh

about 70 pounds each and contain lights that
can be programmed to direct traffic or alert driv-
ers to problems. 

Each hexagonal panel is about 31 inches
point-to-point. The panels contain microproces-
sors that allow them to communicate with each
other, a central control station and vehicles. They
also are designed to be easily replaced if dam-

aged. According to Solar Roadways, heat pro-
duced by the panels keeps roadways snow- and
ice-free, improving winter driving safety. The
panels can currently be used for sidewalks,
driveways and parking lots. The company is still
seeking permission from the federal govern-
ment to use them in roads.

What’s next?
Solar Roadways wants to set up a manufac-

turing facility for the glass panels in Sandpoint
as early as next year. “We want to get the cost
down to where the average homeowner can
afford it ,” Julie Brusaw said. For now, the
Brusaws are doing custom jobs, but they envi-
sion do-it-yourselfers buying the panels at hard-
ware stores. The next public installations will be
in Baltimore and at a Route 66 rest area in
Missouri, Scott Brusaw said. Both are surfaces
for pedestrians. — AP 

Company debuts solar sidewalks

SANDPOINT: In this Sept 30, 2016, photo, Solar Roadways founders Scott Brusaw, left, and
Julie Brusaw display a one-third sized replica of one of their solar pavement panels at a news
conference. — AP 
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HONOLULU: Two wildlife issues have collided in
Hawaii, pitting one group of animal defenders
against another in an impassioned debate. The
point of contention? Deadly cat poop and the
feral felines that produce it. Federal researchers
believe feces from the legions of feral cats roam-
ing Hawaii is spreading a disease that is killing
Hawaiian monk seals, some of the world’s most
endangered marine mammals. Some conserva-
tionists advocate euthanizing those cats that no
one wants, and that’s got cat lovers up in arms.
“It’s a very difficult, emotional issue,” said state
Sen Mike Gabbard, chairman of a committee
that earlier this year heard and then abandoned
a proposal to ban the feeding of feral cats on
state land after an outcry. “It struck a nerve in
our community.”

The problem stems from a parasite common
in cats that can cause toxoplasmosis, a disease
that killed at least five female Hawaiian monk
seals and three males since 2001, according to
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. “While eight seals may not
sound like a lot of animals, it actually has pretty
large ramifications for an endangered popula-
tion where there’s only about 1,300 seals in exis-
tence at this point in time,” said Michelle Barbieri,
veterinary medical officer for NOAA’s Hawaiian
monk seal research program.

Contaminated water
Scientists believe monk seals become

exposed to toxoplasmosis by ingesting contami-
nated water or prey. Felines are the only animals
that can shed Toxoplasma gondii eggs, or
oocysts. The parasites enter their digestive tract
through infected prey then multiply in the small
intestine and produce the eggs. Outdoor cats
excrete the eggs in their feces, which researchers
say washes into the ocean. The eggs accumulate
in invertebrates that live along the sea floor,
where monk seals often feed. They can survive in
fresh water, saltwater and soil for up to two years.

Any warm-blooded animal can become
infected. California sea otters have died from
toxoplasmosis, and it’s one of the major reasons
the Hawaiian crow, alala, is extinct in the wild.
Toxoplasmosis is rarely problematic for people
with healthy immune systems, but it’s why doc-
tors advise pregnant women not to handle kitty
litter. Many cities struggle with feral cats, but the
problem is particularly acute in Hawaii because
of its sensitive ecosystem and at-risk native
species, experts say. Only two mammals are

native to Hawaii:  The hoary bat and the
Hawaiian monk seal. “Everything else here- deer,
sheep, goats, cats, mongoose - they’re all inva-
sive, they’re all introduced,” said Angela Amlin,
NOAA’s acting Hawaiian monk seal recovery
coordinator, adding cats have no predators in
Hawaii to control their population.

Native and invasive
Marketing research commissioned by the

Hawaiian Humane Society in 2015 estimated
some 300,000 feral cats roam Oahu alone.
Marine debris, climate change, predation and
human interaction all threaten the survival of
Hawaiian monk seals. 

But feral cats present their greatest disease
concern, Amlin said. “As conservationists, what
we really have to look at is this is what Hawaii’s
native ecosystem includes, and cats are unfortu-
nately not part of that,” Amlin said. “When it
comes to the feral cat population, there should
be a program in place to bring in these animals,
adopt the ones that are adoptable and humane-
ly euthanize those that are not.” Others take
offense to that notion.

Classifying animals with labels such as native
and invasive creates a “hierarchy in which the
protection of certain animals comes at the suf-
fering of others,” Hawaiian Humane Society

President and CEO Pamela Burns wrote in a let-
ter opposing the state Senate bill that would
have banned cat-feeding on state land. She con-
tended the 300,000 figure overstates the prob-
lem because the study looked at how many cats
people were feeding and might have missed
instances where multiple people fed the same
outdoor cat. Those who care for stray cats advo-
cate trapping, neutering and spaying to help
control their population.

The University of Hawaii’s Manoa campus, in
Honolulu, started a feral cat management pro-
gram - with authorized feeders trained in tasks
like trapping and feces disposal - after the
stench and mess from hundreds of cats prompt-
ed complaints, especially when children at a
campus daycare center got flea bites, said
Roxanne Adams, director of buildings and
grounds. The program started in 2011 and
appears to have reduced the number of felines,
she said. Euthanizing cats is unacceptable unless
they’re extremely sick, said Alicia Maluafiti,
board president of animal welfare group Poi
Dogs and Popoki. 

“I totally disagree with the ... generalization
that cat people love cats more than these
endangered species,” Maluafiti said. “What we
just don’t advocate is the wholesale killing, the
extermination, of one species ... for one.” — AP 

HONOLULU: A Hawaiian monk seal, an endangered species, lies on a Waikiki beach. 

Much ado about poo: Feces 
fuels Hawaii feline debate
Monk seals under threat from deadly kitty litter 

HONOLULU: Chris Allejo, the director of operations for the spaying and neutering program run
by the animal welfare group Poi Dogs and Popoki, pets cats at feral cat colony. — AP photos 

PARIS: European-Russian spacecraft were
on course for Mars yesterday after crucial
deep-space maneuvers in preparation for a
daring mission to find evidence of life on
the Red Planet. The Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO)
mothership dispatched the tiny Mars lan-
der called Schiaparelli Sunday on a three-
day trek to the Martian surface in a key
phase of the joint ExoMars project. There
were nervous moments for ground con-
trollers when the TGO, designed to enter
Mars’ orbit to analyze its atmosphere for
signs of l ife, stopped sending status
updates for about an hour before coming
back online.

In the early hours of yesterday, the TGO
successfully completed a planned maneu-
ver to change course to avoid joining
Schiaparelli on the Martian surface, the
European Space Agency said. “Firing its
engine for about 1m 46s raised the TGO’s
orbit by several hundred km ‘above’ the
planet, ahead of its planned orbit insertion
on Wednesday,” the agency wrote on its
ExoMars blog. And deputy flight director
Micha Schmidt tweeted from mission con-
trol in Darmstadt, Germany: “on track for
next big event: orbit insertion #ExoMars”.

The TGO and Schiaparelli, launched into
space in March, comprise phase one of the
ExoMars mission. The TGO, with 600-kilo-
gramme Schiaparelli on board, travelled
seven months and 496-million kilometers
from Earth before Sunday’s separation.

It then headed for Mars orbit while the
paddling pool-sized lander began a million-
kilometer descent to the surface, where it is
scheduled to arrive on Wednesday. 

ExoMars is Europe’s first attempt at
reaching our neighboring planet’s hostile
surface after its first failed bid 13 years ago
to place the first non-American rover on
Mars. The TGO’s job will be to sniff the Red
Planet’s thin, carbon dioxide-rich atmos-
phere for gases possibly excreted by living
organisms, however small or primitive.

Life underground? 
Schiaparelli’s purpose, in turn, is to test

entry and landing technology for a subse-
quent rover which will mark the second
phase and high point of the ExoMars mis-
sion. After a two-year funding delay, the
rover is due for launch in 2020, arriving
about six months later to explore the Red
Planet and drill into it, in search of extrater-
restrial life-past or present. While any life is
unlikely to be found on the barren, radia-

tion-blasted surface, scientists say traces of
methane in Mars’ atmosphere may indicate
there is something underground, possibly
single-celled microbes.

Mars has become a graveyard for many
a mission seeking to explore a planet that
has captured the human imagination for
millennia. Since the 1960s, more than half
of US, Russian and European attempts to
land and operate craft on the Martian sur-
face have failed. The last time Europe tried,
the British-built Beagle 2 disappeared with-
out a trace after separating from the Mars
Express mothership in December 2003.  It
was finally spotted in a NASA photo in
January 2015.  Mars landers must be built
to survive a long trip from Earth, then a
supersonic, scorching journey through
Mars’ carbon dioxide-rich atmosphere.

Elongated orbit 
They require protection against a heat

of several thousand degrees Celsius gener-
ated by atmospheric friction, extreme brak-
ing, and a soft touchdown in terrain where
jagged rocks or craters could spell doom.
Schiaparelli should reach the atmosphere
at an altitude of 121 kilometers and a
speed of nearly 21,000 kilometers per hour
on Wednesday. 

The extreme ride through Mars’ atmos-
phere will take six minutes. A discardable
“aeroshell” will protect the lander against
the heat generated by atmospheric drag,
while a supersonic parachute and nine
thrusters will brake it. 

A crushable structure in the lander’s bel-
ly is meant to cushion the final impact. It is
the first time this entry and landing combi-
nation is used, and the lessons learnt will
be crucial to plan a safe landing for the
much bigger and more expensive rover to
follow. With a 10-minute delay-the time it
takes for a message to reach Earth-
Schiaparelli will send data on temperature,
humidity, density profile and electrical
properties.

Battery-driven and without solar panels,
the lander should last for two or three days.
The TGO will on Wednesday enter an elon-
gated and erratic Mars orbit. It will then
start a 12-month process of “aerobraking”-
skimming the Martian atmosphere to bleed
off energy-to change its orbit into a more
regular, circular one. Once this is achieved,
in early 2018, it will begin its work of sniff-
ing the Mars atmosphere from about 400
kilometers for methane. — AFP 

Mars explorer 
duo on course

This file photo handout photo taken from the European Space Agency website on
March 1, 2016 shows an artist’s impression depicting the separation of the ExoMars
2016 entry, descent and landing demonstrator module, named Schiaparelli, from the
Trace Gas Orbiter, and heading for Mars. — AFP 
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The School of Engineering at the Australian College of
Kuwait (ACK) hosted its first Internship Ceremony to rec-
ognize 25 students who participated in a pilot

“Spring/Summer internship Program”. Among the attendees
were employers from diverse industries who supervised and
coached the students over a six- week internship experience.
The employers who hosted student interns included Kuwait
Oil Company, Kuwait National Petroleum Company, the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, Refrigeration

Industries, Schlumberger, Kharafi National, Gulf Consult,
Weatherford International, GOFSCO and Petroleum Coke
Industries.

At the start of the 2016 academic year, the School of
Engineering introduced a new internship model adapted from
a Canadian post-secondary institution with a long standing
history of generating work ready graduates. This model
included employment preparation workshops and an intern-
ship assignment that enables students to reflect on their

capabilities as engineers. Joumana Tasse, Internship
Coordinator- School of Engineering, stated: “Students were
able to attain hands-on work experience while developing
their confidence. ACK’s Project Based Learning (PBL) model
played a key role in preparing students to learn how to work
in teams. Students demonstrated strength in competency and
character which will benefit them in securing their future
careers.”

From his end, Engineer Nemer Abu Sara from Refrigeration

Industries stated:”The level of technical knowledge that ACK
students demonstrated tied in seamlessly and practically with
our operations.  Their PBL training enabled students to work
well with our staff of all cultures. The Refrigeration Industries
Company observed good people skills and a passion to learn.”
The School of Engineering is pleased with its internship initia-
tive that has ultimately shaped a new learning model.
Bridging academic learning with applied work experience that
enables students to develop necessary skills to attain success.

ACK hosts internship ceremony

In the run-up to World Diabetes Day on 14 November,
Mˆvenpick Hotels & Resorts is raising awareness
about the importance of healthier eating habits, bet-

ter lifestyle choices and early screening. An estimated
415 million people live with diabetes today and accord-
ing to the International Diabetes Federation, one in ten
adults could be affected by 2040.

Across the Middle East and Asia, 21 properties of
Mˆvenpick Hotels & Resorts will host a cooking class in
November, where participants will learn to make two
Power Bites school lunchbox recipes. Power Bites is a
selection of Mˆvenpick’s exclusive dishes for children
that focuses on nutritional ingredients and healthy
cooking methods presented in a surprising, fun way.

The two new entries have been especially created for
this new initiative by blogger mum, Fathima Mansoor of
@TableforFiveDubai. 

“Mˆvenpick has a long tradition of offering quality
food and beverage and through the years, we’ve intro-
duced specialist menus like our nutritious Power Bites
for children. We’ve focused our awareness drive on
helping to establish healthy eating habits among
youngsters and recognize the important part that par-
ents and caretakers play in this respect,” said Andreas
Mattm¸ller, Chief Operating Officer of Mˆvenpick Hotels
& Resorts, Middle East and South Asia. The classes will
take place from 6-15 November 2016 and are open to
children and parents. 

The Australian Business Group in Kuwait
organized a networking event followed by a
lecture for  Dr Usameh Jamali, Advisor to the

Chairman at the Australian College Kuwait on
“Middle East Issues: Palestine, Iraq & Oil” in the
Australian Ambassador’s Residence.  Over 80 busi-
ness leaders from a host of companies in Kuwait
attended and engaged on key issues and business
affecting them across the region.

The Australian Business Group was founded in
2009 with the support of the Australian Embassy in
Kuwait and its commercial arm, AusTrade. It aims at
promoting trade and other relationships between
Australia and Kuwait through providing a network-
ing forum for members to develop their business
activities.

Annually the group hosts up to a dozen busi-
ness or social events, with an emphasis on foster-
ing networking opportunities for business leaders
in the community, while embracing Australian cul-
ture and lifestyle. The Ambassador’s residence cur-
rently plays host to a series of monthly business
networking dinners at which leading local busi-
nesses deliver engaging presentations on a host of
topics from the economic outlook for Kuwait to the
latest market trends. Upcoming social events
include the Melbourne Cup Garden Party at the

end of October, and the culinary celebration of
Australian Day at the beginning of the year.

The group is made up of a host of nationalities,
the majority of whom are either Australians work-
ing for Australian businesses here in the Gulf, or
have a personal association with Australia.
Currently the group has sixty members including

ten corporate members, and thanks to the support
of our Australian Ambassador to Kuwait, Warren
Hauck, it will continue to grow. To become a mem-
ber of the Australian Business Group, please email
our General Secretary Mr Bassem Al-Kassem on:
ausbg-ku@outlook.com. 

Australian Business Group 
organizes networking event

‘Millennium’ represents its limit-
less hospitality to welcome and
entertain all who loved that

rare, mouth flowing and unique seafood
experience at LAMAR International
Restaurant. “We can’t ignore the repeated
queries from our valued customers”,
observes Dani Saleh, the Area Manager-
Millennium & Copthorne Kuwait “for the
Wednesday Rare Seafood Theme Night at
LAMAR.”

LAMAR International Restaurant is
once again set for that mind blowing

‘ Theme Night’ every Wednesday. The
rich, salubrious ambience pervading the
night air at Lamar, that irresistible, sali-
vating aroma of rare seafood specialties
from master chefs; the live cooking sta-
tions where you can choose and enjoy
priorities,  the superb buffet and the
motherly care that f lares up your
appetite and the radiant, moonlit lumi-
nescence that cools your eyes and spirits.
Wednesday theme night is ready again.
Book your seats not to miss what you
have been waiting for!

The taste of the seven seas
again at Millennium Hotel 

Movenpick to host cooking classes 
to mark World Diabetes Day

Greetings

KT Muhammed Padanavedhi,  Kuwait conducted
‘Puraskara Sandhya-2016’ on October 14 at United
Indian School, Abbasiya. The function was inaugurat-

ed by Sathyan Mokeri, former legislative assembly member
from Kerala and assistant state secretary of Community Party
of India Kerala. Mokeri was delighted by the presence of emi-
nent personalities from various socio-cultural fields in
Kuwait. Mokeri handed over the awards to the winners and
spoke about K T Muhammed and his contributions and as
theatre writer and director to the society especially to the

common man. He appreciated the Padanavedhi for introduc-
ing K T Muhammed and his dramas to the new generation
by conducting such events. He also congratulated the award
winners. The event was presided by General Convener
Shyjith K.

The winners of K T Muhammed Padanavedhi awards-2016
are Sindhu Ramesh, C Bhaskaran, Joy Mundackatt,
Sharafudheen Kanneth, Chacko George Kutty, Backer
Thikkodi, Malayil Moosakkoya, P C Hareesh, Dr John Arts,
Sajeev K Peter, Suresh Tholambra, Dileep Naderi, Deepu

Mohandas, Rafi Kozhikode, Rafi Kallai, Shaiju Pallippuram and
Biju Thikkodi. Aboobacker K delivered October Memorial
speech. Babuji Batheri introduced the award winners to the
attendees. K P Balakrishnan (president, KSNA Kuwait Chapter)
and V P Mukesh (advisory board member) delivered felicita-
tion speeches. The award winners thanked K T Muhammed
Padanavedhi and said in return that such awards are encour-
agement to their future endeavors and are the signs for their
hard works. Also they appreciated the activities of
Padanavedhi.

General convener Shyjith K handed over a memento to
Sathyan Mokeri on behalf of Padanavedhi. A  short drama
directed by Sunil Cherian was enjoyed by the attendees. The
colorful performance by children like folk dance, dramatic
dance, group songs and orchestra with drama songs were
enjoyable. Program convener Hassan Koya welcomed the
gathering, Haseena Ashraf anchored the event and Ragesh PD
delivered a vote of thanks. The Padanavedhi honored Namitha
Shivakumar, Sneha Das, Keerthana Pramod and Vismaya
Brijith for their valuable support to the event. 

Birthday 
wishes

Wishing our dearest Jera Matti
a happy and joyful 22nd
birthday. Best wishes from

her parents and close friends.

K T Muhammed Padanavedhi, Kuwait holds award night 2016



W H AT ’ S  ON
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

Schools wait for this event for the whole year; students anticipate
the day; the teachers hold their breath for the day. The entire
school works hard for this day. The Annual Function!

Anticipation, hard work, wait ... it all reflected when Indian Learners
Own Academy, Kuwait, celebrated its magnificent and reverberating
6th Annual Day with great pomp and fervor on Tuesday, 27th
September, 2016. The day at the school displayed excellence, high-
lighting academic achievements of the school. 

Zeal was in the air and it was felt all over the school premises. The
school ground was packed with students from all the sections.  The
teaching staff, administrative staff and parents were also present to
celebrate this day. The students displayed an astonishing variety of tal-
ents by putting up a breath taking cultural program that included
dances, skits and songs. 

LOA’s musical ensemble enthralled the audience with the soulful

rendition of the music composed especially for the occasion and then
the orchestra team performed, punctuating the evening with capti-
vating array of tunes. The synchronized dance movements to the foot
tapping music of ‘Athithi Devo Bhava’ enthralled the audience. 

Mrs Asha Sharma formally welcomed the dignitaries in an eco
friendly way. The progressive annual report was read by the Principal
of the school, which was well supported with the power point presen-
tation. In her report she highlighted the achievements of the school
and students in various fields of excellence. Dr ShobhaVaddadhi
appreciated the achievements of the school during her speech. And
then the highlight of the most-anticipated day ... Prize Distribution! 

Beaming faces were seen coming back from the stage as prizes
were given away to meritorious and outperforming students by the
guests of honor. Prizes were conferred to deserving students for their
excellence in extracurricular activities, sports, cultural activities etc.

Meritorious students in academics and extra -curricular activities were
felicitated.

The French department celebrated the culture, language and
ethos of France by performing a skit in French. ‘Nritya Natika’, a dance
drama was performed by the students under the guidance and lead-
ership of the teachers of Hindi department. The students captivated
the audience with their mesmerizing Arabic dance performance. A
healthy mind lives in healthy body. Health is wealth. Such proverbs
were explained and portrayed beautifully through an Aerobic dance.

On this occasion, 22 teaching and non-teachings staff members
were felicitated for completion of 5 years of their dedicated service to
the institution by Mr DK Sharma, the Chairman of LOA. The events of
the eventful evening came to an end with the Vote of Thanks pro-
posed by the Head Boy Shaikh Aymen and Head Girl Merin
Maliyeckel.

LOA Annual Day celebrations 

The International
Women Committee
(IWC) recently start-

ed its annual cultural sea-
son with a workshop on
South African culture, tra-
ditions and cuisine pre-
sented by the spouse of
the South African ambas-
sador who prepared a
number of traditional
South African dishes.

IWC launches cultural season  



00:00   Bullet   
02:00   Attila   
04:00   Apocalypse Pompeii   
06:00   The Taking Of Pelham 123   
08:00   Hercules Reborn   
10:00   Seventh Son   
12:00   Batman vs. Robin   
14:00   The Taking Of Pelham 123   
16:00   In The Name Of The King: The Last Mission   
18:00   Seventh Son   
20:00   Sabotage   
22:00   Kite   

01:00   A Mother Betrayed   
03:00   Before I Disappear   
05:00   Cas & Dylan   
07:00   First Response   
09:00   A Stranger In Paradise   
11:00   First Response   
13:00   Before I Disappear   
15:00   Every Thing Will Be Fine   
17:15   A Stranger In Paradise   
19:00   Red Wing   
21:00   Landmine Goes Click   
23:00   The Devil’s Violinist   

01:00   A Far Off Place   
03:00   My Girl   
05:00   Eragon   
07:00   The Hunchback Of Notre Dame   
09:00   The Chronicles Of Narnia: Prince Caspian   
11:30   Toy Story   
13:00   Bolt   
15:00   Diary Of A Wimpy Kid   
17:00   The Chronicles Of Narnia: Voyage Of The
Dawn...   
19:00   101 Dalmatians   
21:00   My Girl 2   
23:00   Diary Of A Wimpy Kid   

00:00   Entourage   
01:45   Kidnapping Mr. Heineken   
03:30   Hotel Transylvania 2   
05:00   Stonehearst Asylum   
07:00   Step Up All In   
09:00   Curious George: Back To The Jungle   
10:30   Hotel Transylvania 2   
12:15   Ant-Man   
14:15   50 To 1   
16:15   Where Hope Grows   
18:00   Tracers   
19:45   Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials   
22:00   Criminal Activities   
23:45   Get Hard     

01:00   The Education Of Little Tree   
03:30   Escobar: Paradise Lost   
05:30   Gridiron Gang   
08:00   Atlas Shrugged Part 2: The Strike   
10:00   The Horse Whisperer   
13:00   Escobar: Paradise Lost   
15:00   God Help The Girl   
17:00   Atlas Shrugged Part 2: The Strike   
19:00   Kill The Messenger   
21:00   Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon   
23:00   Eden 

0:00   The Wedding Ringer   
02:00   How Do You Know   
04:00   Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey   
06:00   Sister Act   
08:00   Angus Thongs And Perfect Snogging
10:00   Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey   
12:00   How Do You Know   
14:00   Shanghai Noon   
16:00   Angus Thongs And Perfect Snogging  
18:00   The Invention Of Lying   
20:00   Hostile Hostages   
22:00   The Hooligan Factory    

01:30   Marco Macaco   
03:00   Miffy The Movie   
04:30   Mamma Moo And Crow   
06:00   The Flintstones & WWE: Stone Age
Smackdown   
07:30   Daddy I’m A Zombie   
09:15   Blackie And Kanuto   
11:00   The Three Dogateers   
12:45   Miffy The Movie   

14:30   Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas   
16:00   The Wild Thornberrys Movie   
18:00   Blackie And Kanuto   
20:00   Goat Story 2   
22:00   Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas   
23:30   The Wild Thornberrys Movie   

00:00   Wicked Blood   
02:00   The Giver   
04:00   The Lady In The Van   
06:00   Batman Unlimited: Animal Instincts   
08:00   Pompeii   
10:00   Her Infidelity   
11:30   The Judge   
14:00   Manny   
16:00   Pompeii   
18:00   Oliver’s Deal   
20:00   The Curse Of Downers Grove   
22:00   Child 44   

01:15   Crazy On The Outside   
03:00   Feast Of Love   
04:45   Resurrecting The Champ   
06:45   Shanghai Noon   
08:45   The Rover   
10:45   America’s Sweethearts   
12:30   Whale Rider   
14:15   Crazy On The Outside   
16:00   The Talented Mr. Ripley   
18:15   American Outlaws   
20:00   Dirty Dancing 2: Havana Nights   
21:30   The Recruit   
23:30   The Art Of War   

00:00   Hap And Leonard   
00:45   Battle For Britain   
01:00   Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries   
02:00   LOL   
03:20   Radiator   
04:55   Blood Thunder: The Sound Of Alberts   
05:55   Blood Thunder: The Sound Of Alberts   
07:00   The Matador   
08:15   Gored   
09:30   Elliott Smith: Heaven Adores You   
11:15   Les Paul: Chasing Sound   
12:45   Heaven   
14:20   The Trip To Bountiful   
16:05   Adela   
17:30   The Listing Agent   
17:45   The Matador   
19:00   Gored   
20:15   Elliott Smith: Heaven Adores You   
22:00   Heaven   
23:35   The Off Hours   

00:43   Mera Gaon Mera Desh   
03:00   Souten Ki Beti   
05:09   On The Sets Of..   
06:01   Refugee   
09:19   Resham Ki Dori   
11:28   Laila   
13:41   Salaam Bacche   
15:00   Speed   
16:44   Shatranj   
19:15   Karz Chukana Hai   
22:04   Pathar Ke Insan    

00:00   Cooper Barrett’s Guide To Surviving   
00:30   Cooper Barrett’s Guide To Surviving   
01:00   Two And A Half Men   
01:30   Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll   
02:00   Girls   
02:30   The League   
03:00   The Grinder   
03:30   Life In Pieces   
04:00   Trophy Wife   
04:30   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon   
05:30   George Lopez   
06:00   The Bernie Mac Show   
06:30   Community   
07:00   Late Night With Seth Meyers   
08:00   Trophy Wife   
08:30   George Lopez   
09:00   The Grinder   
09:30   Wrecked   
10:00   Fresh Off The Boat   
10:30   Community   
11:00   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon   
12:00   The Bernie Mac Show   
12:30   Trophy Wife   
13:00   George Lopez   
13:30   Community   
14:00   Life In Pieces   
14:30   Wrecked   
15:00   Fresh Off The Boat   
15:30   Two And A Half Men   
16:00   Two And A Half Men   

16:30   The Bernie Mac Show   
17:00   Late Night With Seth Meyers   
18:00   The Grinder   
18:30   Life In Pieces   
19:00   Crowded   
19:30   Fresh Off The Boat   
20:00   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon   
21:00   Two And A Half Men   
21:30   Two And A Half Men   
22:00   It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia   
22:30   Girls   
23:00   The League   
23:30   Late Night With Seth Meyers 

00:00   Prison Break   
01:00   Quantico   
02:00   Roadies   
03:00   Sleepy Hollow   
04:00   Good Morning America   
06:00   Royal Pains   
07:00   Suits   
08:00   Rosewood   
09:00   The Fosters   
10:00   The Fosters   
11:00   Suits   
12:00   Rosewood   
13:00   The Ellen DeGeneres Show   
14:00   Live Good Morning America   
16:00   The Fosters   
17:00   The Ellen DeGeneres Show   
18:00   Rosewood   
19:00   The Voice   
21:00   Pitch   
22:00   Supergirl   
23:00   Sleepy Hollow  

00:00   The Newsroom   
00:55   Treme   
01:55   Last Week Tonight With John Oliver   
02:30   Divorce   
03:00   Westworld   
04:00   Insecure   
04:30   Curb Your Enthusiasm   
05:00   And Starring Pancho Villa As Himself   
07:00   Longford   
09:00   Poodle Springs   
11:00   Frequently Asked Questions About Time
Travel   
13:00   The Pentagon Wars   
15:00   American Splendor   
17:00   Frequently Asked Questions About Time
Travel   
19:00   The Newsroom   
20:00   Treme   
21:00   Game Of Thrones   
22:00   Queen Of The South   
23:00   Entourage   
23:30   Entourage   

00:45   The Kettering Incident   
01:35   Thirteen   
02:30   Silent Witness   
03:30   Orphan Black   
04:15   Casualty   
05:10   Stella   
06:00   Eastenders   
06:35   Casualty   
07:30   Casualty   
08:25   New Tricks   
09:20   Doctor Who   
10:10   Stella   
11:00   Casualty   
11:55   New Tricks   
12:50   Doctor Who   
13:40   Stella   
14:30   Casualty   
15:25   New Tricks   
16:20   Doctor Who   
17:10   Stella   
18:00   Doctors   
18:30   Doctors   
19:05   New Tricks   
20:05   DCI Banks   
21:00   One Of Us   
22:00   Silent Witness   
22:55   Orphan Black   
23:40   Doctors   

O00:00   Lip Sync Battle   
00:25   Idiotsitter   
00:50   Chappelle’s Show   
01:15   Tosh.0   
01:40   The Daily Show - Global Edition   
02:05   Dave Attell: Road Work   
03:00   Workaholics   
03:25   Catch A Contractor   
03:50   Ridiculousness   
04:15   Key And Peele   
04:40   Ridiculousness   
05:05   Ridiculousness   
05:30   Impractical Jokers   
05:55   Impractical Jokers   
06:20   Tosh.0   
06:50   Tosh.0   
07:15   Catch A Contractor   
08:05   Ridiculousness   
08:30   Ridiculousness   
08:55   Impractical Jokers   
09:20   Impractical Jokers   
09:45   Nathan For You   
10:10   Nathan For You   
10:35   Ridiculousness   
11:00   Catch A Contractor   
11:25   Catch A Contractor   
12:15   Workaholics   
12:40   Workaholics   

13:05   Impractical Jokers   
13:55   Ridiculousness   
14:45   Catch A Contractor   
15:35   Tosh.0   
16:00   Tosh.0   
16:30   Nathan For You   
17:25   Workaholics   
17:50   Lip Sync Battle   
18:39   Ridiculousness   
19:27   Impractical Jokers   
20:13   Urban Tarzan   
20:37   Urban Tarzan   
21:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
21:30   I Live With Models   
21:54   The Meltdown With Jonah And Kumail   
22:18   Tosh.0   
22:42   Dl Hughley: The Endangered List   
23:30   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   

00:00   Restaurant Stakeout   
01:00   Mystery Diners   
02:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
03:00   Man Fire Food   
03:30   Man Fire Food   
04:00   Chopped   
05:00   Guy’s Grocery Games   
06:00   Man Fire Food   
07:00   Chopped   
08:00   Barefoot Contessa   
09:00   The Kitchen   
10:00   Grandma’s Secret Cookbook   
11:00   Chopped   
12:00   Guy’s Big Bite   
12:30   Guy’s Big Bite   
13:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:00   Man Fire Food   
15:00   Chopped   
16:00   The Kitchen   
17:00   Grandma’s Secret Cookbook   
18:00   Chopped   
19:00   Iron Chef America   
20:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
21:00   Man Fire Food   
22:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
23:00   Iron Chef America   

00:10   Who’s Doing The Dishes?   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:00   Coronation Street   
02:30   The Chase   
03:25   Paul O’grady’s Animal Orphans   
04:20   5 Star Family Reunion   
05:15   Murdoch Mysteries   
06:10   Who’s Doing The Dishes?   
07:05   The Chase   
08:00   Paul O’grady’s Animal Orphans   
09:00   5 Star Family Reunion   
10:00   Murdoch Mysteries   
10:55   Who’s Doing The Dishes?   
11:50   The Chase   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Coronation Street   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   Who’s Doing The Dishes?   
15:10   The Chase   
16:00   Victoria   
16:55   Royal Stories   
17:20   Catchphrase   
17:50   Murdoch Mysteries   
18:45   Emmerdale   
19:15   Coronation Street   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   The Chase   
21:00   Victoria   
21:55   Royal Stories   
22:20   Catchphrase   
22:50   Emmerdale   
23:15   Coronation Street   
23:40   Coronation Street   

00:15   The Magicians   
01:10   Hunters   
02:00   Sanctuary   
02:50   Stargate SG-1   
03:40   Eureka   
04:30   Sanctuary   
05:15   Smallville   
06:00   Stargate SG-1   
06:45   Sanctuary   
07:30   Eureka   
08:15   Smallville   
09:00   Face Off   
09:45   Sanctuary   
10:30   Stargate SG-1   
11:15   Eureka   
12:05   Smallville   
12:55   Sanctuary   
13:45   Waterworld   
16:00   Face Off   
16:50   Smallville   
17:40   Sanctuary   
18:30   Stargate SG-1   
19:20   Eureka   
20:10   Smallville   
21:00   12 Monkeys   
21:50   The Magicians   
22:40   Nocturna   

00:00   Private Practice   
01:00   Private Practice   
02:00   Cedar Cove   
03:00   Cedar Cove   
04:00   Project Runway   
05:00   Three   
06:00   American Idol   
07:00   Switched At Birth   
08:00   Private Practice   
09:00   Private Practice   
10:00   Cedar Cove   

11:00   Cedar Cove   
12:00   Project Runway   
13:00   Three   
14:00   American Idol   
15:00   Switched At Birth   
16:00   Private Practice   
17:00   Private Practice   
18:00   Desperate Housewives   
19:00   Desperate Housewives   
20:00   How I Met Your Mother   
20:30   How I Met Your Mother   
21:00   How I Met Your Mother   
21:30   How I Met Your Mother   
22:00   American Idol   
23:00   Switched At Birth  

00:20   Leah Remini: It’s All Relative   
00:45   Leah Remini: It’s All Relative   
01:10   Breaking Amish: Brave New World   
02:00   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
02:50   Love, Lust Or Run   
03:15   Cake Boss   
03:35   Bride By Design   
04:00   Bride By Design   
04:20   Little People, Big World: Amy’s 50th   
05:10   Toddlers & Tiaras   
06:00   Designer Darlings   
06:50   Say Yes To The Dress   
07:15   Say Yes To The Dress   
07:40   Say Yes To The Dress: The Big Day   
08:30   Little People, Big World: Amy’s 50th   
09:20   Jon & Kate Plus 8   
09:45   Jon & Kate Plus 8   
10:10   Love, Lust Or Run   
10:35   Cake Boss   
11:00   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
11:50   Designer Darlings   
12:40   Bride By Design   
13:05   Bride By Design   
13:30   Oprah’s Master Class   
14:20   Oprah’s Master Class   
15:10   Toddlers & Tiaras   
16:00   Little People, Big World: Down Under   
16:50   Jon & Kate Plus 8   
17:15   Jon & Kate Plus 8   
17:40   Love, Lust Or Run   
18:05   Cake Boss   
18:30   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
19:20   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
20:10   Designer Darlings   
21:00   Separated At Birth   
21:50   Extraordinary Pregnancies   
22:40   Monsters Inside Me   
23:30   Separated At Birth   

00:45   Beasts Of The Bayou   
01:40   My Cat From Hell   
02:35   Tanked   
03:25Wildest Africa   
04:15   Gator Boys   
05:02   Beasts Of The Bayou   
05:49   My Cat From Hell   
06:36   The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner   
07:00   The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner   
07:25   Cats 101   
08:15   My Cat From Hell   
09:10   Beasts Of The Bayou   
10:05   Tanked   
11:00   Cats 101   
11:55   Bondi Vet   
12:50   My Cat From Hell   
13:45   Gator Boys   
14:40   Beasts Of The Bayou   
15:35   Tanked   
16:30   Wildest Africa   
17:25   River Monsters   
18:20   My Wild Affair: The Elephant Who Loved Too
Much   
19:15   Tanked   
20:10   Wildest Africa   
21:05   My Wild Affair: The Elephant Who Loved Too
Much   
22:00   Urban Predator: Lion On The Loose   
22:55   Gator Boys   
23:50   River Monsters   

00:00   Gangsters: America’s Most Evil   
01:00   When Life Means Life   
02:00   Gangs Of Britain...   
03:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
04:00   Gangsters: America’s Most Evil   
05:00   When Life Means Life   
06:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
07:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
08:00   The First 48   
09:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
10:00   It Takes A Killer   
10:30   Frenemies   
11:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
12:00   Deadly Wives   
13:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
14:00   The First 48   
15:00   It Takes A Killer   
15:30   Frenemies   
16:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
17:00   Deadly Wives   
18:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
19:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
20:00   It Takes A Killer   
20:30   Frenemies   
21:00   The First 48   
22:00   The Jail: 60 Days In   
23:00   It Takes A Killer   
23:30   It Takes A Killer   

00:30   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
01:20   Baby Animals   
01:45   Baby Animals   
02:10   Baby Animals   
02:35   Baby Animals   
03:00   What Happened Next?   

03:25   What Happened Next?   
03:50   Ultimate Survival   
04:40   How It’s Made   
05:05   How It’s Made   
05:30   Storm Chasers   
06:20   Mythbusters   
07:00   Kenny The Shark   
07:25   Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild   
07:50   Too Cute! Pint-Sized   
08:40   How It’s Made   
09:05   How It’s Made   
09:30   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
10:20   Mythbusters   
11:10   K9 Cops   
12:00   Too Cute! Pint-Sized   
12:50   Ultimate Survival   
13:40   How It’s Made   
14:05   How It’s Made   
14:30   Storm Chasers   
15:20   Mythbusters   
16:10   Kenny The Shark   
16:35   Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild   
17:00   Risking It All   
17:50   Guinness World Records Smashed New
Zealand   
18:15   Guinness World Records Smashed New
Zealand   
18:40   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
19:30   How It’s Made   
19:55   How It’s Made   
20:20   Mythbusters   
21:10   Risking It All   
22:00   Guinness World Records Smashed New
Zealand   
22:25   Guinness World Records Smashed New
Zealand   
22:50   What Happened Next?   
23:15   What Happened Next?   
23:40   Ultimate Survival   

00:20   World’s Deadliest Animals   
01:10   Caught In The Act   
02:00   World’s Deadliest   
02:50   Wild 24   
03:45   Baby Animals In The Wild   
04:40   The Incredible Dr. Pol   
05:35   World’s Deadliest   
06:30   Wild 24   
07:25   Baby Animals In The Wild   
08:20   The Incredible Dr. Pol   
09:15   Bandit Patrol   
10:10   Jobs That Bite!   
11:05   Cuba’s Secret Reef   
12:00   Kingdom Of The Oceans   
12:55   World’s Deadliest   
13:50   Wild Case Files   
14:45   Baby Animals In The Wild   
15:40   The Incredible Dr. Pol   
16:35   Bandit Patrol   
17:30   Jobs That Bite!   
18:25   Future Cat   
19:20   Baby Animals In The Wild   
20:10   The Incredible Dr. Pol   
21:00   Bandit Patrol   
21:50   Jobs That Bite!   
22:40   Future Cat   
23:30   Kingdom Of The Oceans  

00:00   Ancient Aliens   
01:00   Brad Meltzer’s Decoded   
02:00   Ancient Discoveries   
02:50   Ultimate Guide To The Presidents   
03:40   Monster Quest   
04:30   The Universe   
05:20   Cities Of The Underworld   
06:10   Ancient Discoveries   
07:00   The Universe   
08:00   Brad Meltzer’s Decoded   
09:00   Ancient Discoveries   
10:00   Ultimate Guide To The Presidents   
11:00   Monster Quest   
12:00   Ancient Aliens   
13:00   Brad Meltzer’s Decoded   
14:00   Ancient Discoveries   
15:00   Ultimate Guide To The Presidents   
16:00   Monster Quest   
17:00   Ancient Aliens   
18:00   Ancient Aliens   
19:00   Brad Meltzer’s Decoded   
20:00   Ancient Discoveries   
21:00   Ultimate Guide To The Presidents   
22:00   Ancient Aliens   
23:00   The Universe   

00:20   For The Love Of Cars   
01:10   Gold Divers   
02:00   Deadliest Catch   
02:50   Railroad Australia   
03:40   Fast N’ Loud   
04:30   Garage Gold   
05:00   How It’s Made: Dream Cars   
05:30   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Deadliest Catch   
06:50   For The Love Of Cars   
07:40   Fast N’ Loud   
08:30   Gold Divers   
09:45   How It’s Made: Dream Cars   
10:10   How Do They Do It?   
10:35   Gold Divers   
11:25   Deadliest Catch   
12:15   Railroad Australia   
13:05   How It’s Made: Dream Cars   
13:30   Storage Hunters   
13:55   Garage Gold   
14:20   Gold Divers: Under The Ice   
15:10   Alaskan Bush People   
16:00   Deadliest Catch   
16:50   Fast N’ Loud   
17:40   For The Love Of Cars   
18:30   How It’s Made: Dream Cars   
18:55   How Do They Do It?   
19:20   Gold Divers: Under The Ice   
20:10   Storage Hunters   
20:35   Garage Gold   
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THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

IN THE NAME OF THE KING- THE LAST MISSION ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD
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KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

SHARQIA-1
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 7:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 10:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
STORKS 11:30 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 4:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 6:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:00 AM

SHARQIA-3
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 2:15 PM
STORKS 5:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 7:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:45 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 6:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:30 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 1:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 4:00 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 4:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:45 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 6:45 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 9:30 PM
NO FRI
PREMAM - Telugu 9:30 PM
FRI
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:15 AM

FANAR-1
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:15 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 2:30 PM
STORKS 5:15 PM
STORKS 7:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 PM

FANAR-2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D   4:15 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 7:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 9:45 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:05 AM

FANAR-3
TANK 432 11:30 AM
TANK 432 1:30 PM
MIRZYA - HINDI 3:30 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 3:30 PM
MIRZYA - HINDI 6:30 PM
NO FRI+MON
PREMAM - Telugu 6:30 PM

TANK 432 9:30 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 9:30 PM
TANK 432 12:15 AM

FANAR-4
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:15 PM
STORKS 1:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:30 AM

FANAR-5
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 4:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 7:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:30 AM

MARINA-1
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:30 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 4:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:30 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:15 AM

MARINA-2
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 2:00 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM
STORKS 6:15 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 8:15 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 10:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 1:30 PM
SULLY 4:15 PM
OPPAM - Malayalam 6:30 PM
ASHAN KHARGEN 9:30 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 11:45 PM

AVENUES-2
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN  -3D- 4DX 12:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON-2D- 4DX 2:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN  -3D- 4DX 5:15 PM
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS: PART 1- 2D 4DX 8:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON-2D- 4DX 11:00 PM

AVENUES-3
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 4:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 6:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:00 AM

360º- 1
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D 12:30 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 3:15 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 8:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D 11:30 PM

360º- 2
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 12:00 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 2:00 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 4:00 PM
SULLY 6:15 PM
SULLY 8:30 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 10:45 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 1:00 AM

360º- 3
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 1:00 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 3:45 PM
NO FRI+SAT
OPPAM - Malayalam 3:45 PM
FRI+SAT
OPPAM - Malayalam 6:45 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 9:45 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.1
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 2:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:00 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 04:31

Shorook 05:51

Duhr: 11:33

Asr: 14:49

Maghrib: 17:15

Isha: 18:32

Arrival Flights on Tuesday 18/10/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
ETD 9919 Bahrain 00:10
MSC 415 Sohag 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
MSC 403 Asyut 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
AXB 395 Kozhikode 01:50
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 02:00
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KAC 418 Manila 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:25
PGT 4860 Istanbul 03:30
KAC 544 Cairo 03:40
RBG 551 Alexandria 04:05
AVV 653 Alexandria 04:30
DHX 170 Bahrain 04:35
FEG 933 Sohag 05:00
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
PAL 668 Manila/Dubai 06:25
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:30
BAW 157 London 06:40
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 07:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
KAC 354 BLR 08:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
KAC 362 Colombo 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 784 Jeddah 08:50
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:00
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
SYR 341 Damascus 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IRA 675 Lar 09:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
THY 6512 Istanbul 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
AVV 651 Alexandria 12:05
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30
FEG 955 Asyut 12:55

THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
KAC 620 Doha 13:10
KAC 514 Tehran 13:45
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KAC 672 Dubai 14:05
KAC 178 Vienna 14:15
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:10
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
FDB 051 Dubai 15:50
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 325 Al Najaf 16:15
KAC 562 Amman 16:55
KAC 680 Muscat 16:55
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
QTR 1080 Doha 17:55
CLX 784 Luxembourg 18:15
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 742 Dammam 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
AAG 144 Baghdad 19:00
KAC 104 London 19:00
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:15
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 059 Dubai 19:50
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:05
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:30
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:55
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:05
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 21:55
GFA 219 Bahrain 22:00
NIA 151 Cairo 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25

PIA 239 Sialkot 22:35
KAC 782 Jeddah 22:50
THY 764 Istanbul 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:05
MSC 403 Asyut 23:10
JZR 239 Amman 23:20
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
JAD 301 Amman 23:45

Departure Flights on Tuesday 18/10/2016

Airlines Flt Route Time 
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
BBC 144 Chittagong/Dhaka 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:10
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 411 Amsterdam 00:55
MSC 416 Sohag 01:05
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
ETD 920 Abu Dhabi 02:10
MSC 404 Asyut 02:30
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:40
THY 765 Istanbul 02:45
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:50
KAC 177 Vienna 02:55
THY 771 Istanbul 06:45
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
KAC 513 Tehran 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
KAC 671 Dubai 09:30
KAC 619 Doha 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:05
SYR 342 Damascus 10:15
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
IRA 674 Lar 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 561 Amman 11:20
KAC 679 Muscat 11:25
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
THY 6376 NBO 12:10
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
JZR 324 Al Najaf 12:50
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
AVV 652 Asyut 13:05
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30
FEG 934 Sohag 13:55

AAG 143 Baghdad 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
PAL 669 Dubai/Manila 14:45
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:45
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 741 Dammam 15:30
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KAC 781 Jeddah 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
JZR 238 Amman 17:45
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
KAC 285 Dhaka 19:40
CLX 713 Hong Kong 19:45
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
KAC 361 Colombo 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:55
FDB 060 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:45
DLH 634 Doha 20:50
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 353 BLR 20:55
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:00
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
OMA 648 Muscat 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:30
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 21:55
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:25
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 22:55
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:00
GFA 220 Bahrain 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
NIA 152 Cairo 23:10
KAC 155 Istanbul 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Mohamed Baruk Mohamed
Asraf, holder of Indian
Passport No. J6973017 & Civil
ID No. 270021203341 has
changed my name to
Mohamed Baruk Ashrafali
hereinafter in all my dealings
and documents I will be
known by the name of
Mohamed Baruk Ashraf Ali. 
(C 5223)
18-10-2016

I Zahra holding Indian
Passport No. Z3218479
issued at Kuwait on
29/11/2015, would like
change my name to
Albertina Fernandes. 
(C 5219) 17-10-2016

Residential apartment
in a special location in
Salmiya overlooking
Hamad Al-Mubarak

Street comprising of 2
bedrooms, reception, 2

baths and kitchen.

For Rent

Commercial apartments 
in Salmiya, Hamad 
Al-Mubarak Street 

comprising of 
2 bedrooms, reception, 
2 baths and a kitchen. 

For inquiries:
96019919/65992344

For inquiries:
96019919/65992344

For Rent

For Rent

For inquiries
96019919/60499435

Apartment in Jabriya
behind Royale Hayat

Hospital comprising of 2
bedrooms, reception, 2

baths and kitchen. 



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

We long for the simplicity of days gone by, while the complexity of modern life
shrouds the truth in so much data we don’t know what to believe. The sensible
Taurus Moon motivates us to get back to basics. Meanwhile, a deceptive Sun-
Neptune alignment pulls the rug out from under our feet and confuses us with illu-
sions that look like facts. Ultimately, falsehoods give way to reality if we are persist-
ent in our search by digging beneath the surface.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

This afternoon good fortune will shine on you-opportunities become
available in a very natural way. This is one of those days when things just seem to fall
into place. You make your way through ideas and concepts. You express your ideas
well. The secret to seeing an idea or concept to fruition is to make a presentation on
paper with statistics that back your ideas. Young people or a loved one could bring
you problems to solve this evening. You will have to slow your pace-give yourself time
to think and present ideas about which to think. This way they will make the right
decision for themselves. Challenges are great indications that a change is needed. This
evening you enjoy putting your feet up and listening to your favorite type of music.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Science, philosophy or religion is likely to seem as if it holds the ultimate
answers at this time. True wisdom lies in discovering that there are no

ultimate answers, only good questions. Lectures and conferences are commonplace
just now-there are plans to be made. Ideological crusades can set your head spinning;
distant journeys can stir your soul. Avoid legal entanglements at this time. Your best
path to fame, if that is what you seek, is through your social contacts. An unexpected
invitation this afternoon is a treat and your mind may be busy pulling everything
together so that you can accept this invitation. You are particularly thrilled to sit in on
the making of a movie or to direct the band or speak about your book.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

For you, making career moves involves attending to a few troublesome
details this morning-whatever you or someone else may have neglected.

However, this is all short lived and you will be pleased to know that success is close at
hand. You often make correct decisions and find the right path to move forward. While
you seem to be climbing out of the stormy waters and onto the bank, a co-worker
friend of yours may feel completely overwhelmed. When a brother behaves insanely,
you can heal him only by perceiving the sanity in him. Confidence and encouragement
are what you exhibit this afternoon. Circumstances may augment and stimulate appre-

ciation and enjoyment of your life situation this evening.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Challenges in the workplace are fast moving. Time is limited and you must
be able to get through one job in order to handle the next job. Laughter will come as
people look back over the day. Surprisingly, successful results can be seen. This is a fun
time of year and a fun time to tell stories to the young ones. The energies around you
this evening are just perfect for telling one of your wonderful stories. Creating a regular
story time each week to tell a little history or some family accomplishment to the young
people in your family will help them understand their roots. Perhaps this could be a new
tradition somehow . . . Create a picture board if you want to enhance this experience.
What fun! Consider taking turns with other families from other backgrounds.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Your ideas may not agree with the direction your career is taking. The
price of success could mean that the ideas and methods of communication you use now
may need adjusting soon. Today, the key to career moves involves attending to nagging
details-whatever you have neglected or put aside. Attention to matters and performing
efficiently are important. It can be easy this afternoon to separate out what does not
serve you well. This includes ideas as well as collections of things. Your love life has never
looked more promising-you may want to follow through with some leads for a new play
that is in town. Keep working to gain a part in a play or movie . . . You will be pleased with
the outcome. Family is the glue that binds; enjoy.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You may not be able to keep your mind on your job today. It could be hard
to make good job-related decisions. It is important to see the details in your work and not
become lost in the why just now. It will be hard for you to do wrong, for all the cycles are
working in your favor. Be patient with yourself; this can be a successful day for you, par-
ticularly if you just take the day as it comes. You may feel it is time to take on a new friend
this afternoon. The people that live around you or the people in a hobby group you
enjoy may present just such an opportunity. Let it happen naturally and you will know
when that person is meant to be in your life. The secret is to pay attention. A family mem-
ber may be visiting soon. Relax; this will be a good experience.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

This day is one of action and embarking on new projects. You will feel more
and more confident and outgoing, a sense of confidence that grows

stronger with each passing day. Projects that may have been suspended will now take on
structure and shape. You should plan to work hard to bring out and give shape to the
ideas you have pored over these last few weeks. You are beginning to move forward now
and can expect reward for your hard work. There is an open door to the possibilities of
travel. Short trips to nearby tourist sights might be fun. Perhaps there is a pumpkin or veg-
etable stand on the outskirts of your city that you might visit. A little walk around the area
and you could find a bounty of beautiful leaves to gather for decorating at home.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

The no-nonsense feeling today makes for wise choices when it comes to
good business ventures. You are constantly stripping away the dross to reveal the truth or
essence of a subject. You are in a very businesslike mind and can be caught in deep con-
centration many times. It is ideas that count for you now, more than narrowly personal
concerns. Be patient with others that may not be on your level of thinking. You have a lot
of energy for improving your skills and are very motivated to improve. You are in a good
mood this evening and may even feel you have accomplished what you set out to accom-
plish this day. You feel particularly kind towards a friend or loved one this evening. Some

favor he or she has done for you creates a deep affection.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You are very trusting and idealistic when it comes to taking care of business
and getting down to the basics. Others value you for your ability to organ-

ize and conduct business while surrounded by so much confusion. You are able to intu-
itively know just how to match each employee with the job he or she can do best. You
also can see the best in a situation, making it hard for others to say no to you. You may be
able to cut yourself the best deal in a financial situation today. You have a natural sense of
what the public wants and you may find yourself solving customer needs this afternoon.
Your word is good and you do not forget your promise to a family member this afternoon.
Family and security are things that rattle your chain.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1403

ACROSS
1. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls.
5. (pathology) Tending to become more
severe or wider in scope.
11. At or constituting a border or edge.
15. A South American shrub whose leaves are
chewed by natives of the Andes.
16. The music of Chopin.
17. Praise, glorify, or honor.
18. The part of the human body between the
neck and the diaphragm or the correspon-
ding part in other vertebrates.
20. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medi-
cine (trade names Advil and Motrin and
Nuprin) used to relieve the pain of arthritis
and as an analgesic and antipyretic.
21. A public promotion of some product or
service.
22. United States writer who created the
Japanese detective Mr. Moto and wrote other
novels as well (1893-1960).
26. A coffee cake flavored with orange rind
and raisins and almonds.
30. A heavy ductile magnetic metallic ele-
ment.
32. An official language of the Republic of
South Africa.
33. Type genus of the Gavialidae.
36. The part of the nervous system of verte-
brates that controls involuntary actions of the
smooth muscles and heart and glands.
38. 16 ounces.
40. Cast again, in a different role.
41. The part of the eye that contains the iris
and ciliary body and choroid.
43. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.
46. A rare heavy polyvalent metallic element
that resembles manganese chemically and is
used in some alloys.
47. A large number or amount.
49. Of or relating to a seizure or convulsion.
53. English theoretical physicist who applied
relativity theory to quantum mechanics and
predicted the existence of antimatter and the
positron (1902-1984).
54. A compartment in front of a motor vehicle
where driver sits.
56. A republic on the island of Malta in the
Mediterranean.
59. A graphical record of electric currents
associated with muscle contractions.
61. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot palm
used in India for writing paper.
62. A person active in party politics.
65. The longer of the two telegraphic signals
used in Morse code.
66. The sixth month of the civil year.
68. An organic compound that contains a
hydroxyl group bonded to a carbon atom
which in turn is doubly bonded to another
carbon atom.
70. A German city near Leipzig.
73. Fallow deer.
76. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a
skewer usually with vegetables.
77. A state in southeastern United States.
78. Relating to or denoting or characteristic of
Catalonia or its inhabitants.
79. Any culture medium that uses agar as the
gelling agent.
82. Clean or orderly.
83. An aromatic ointment used in antiquity.
84. A large fleet.
85. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.

DOWN
1. Electronic warfare undertaken to insure
effective friendly use of the electromagnetic
spectrum in spite of the enemy's use of elec-
tronic warfare.
2. The capital and chief port of Qatar.
3. Sour or bitter in taste.
4. A port on the Gulf of Oman and capital of
the sultanate of Oman.
5. A radioactive element of the actinide series.

6. Thorny shrub or small tree common in cen-
tral Argentina having small orange or yellow
flowers followed by edible berries.
7. Scottish chemist noted for his research into
the structure of nucleic acids (born in 1907).
8. A poliovirus vaccine consisting of inactivat-
ed polio virus that is injected subcutaneously
to provide immunity to poliomyelitis.
9. Being one more than six.
10. An inflammatory complication of leprosy
that results in painful skin lesions on the arms
and legs and face.
11. Resembling or characteristic of or appro-
priate to an elegy.
12. An official prosecutor for a judicial district.
13. Drought-tolerant herb grown for forage
and for its seed which yield a gum used as a
thickening agent or sizing material.
14. Edible starchy tuberous root of taro plants.
19. Of or relating to o occurring in a tube such
as e.g. the fallopian tube or eustachian tube.
23. Jordan's port.
24. Not contained in or deriving from the
essential nature of something.
25. Offering fun and gaiety.
27. Title for a civil or military leader (especially
in Turkey).
28. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
29. Trade name for an oral contraceptive con-
taining estradiol and norgestrel.
31. A brief stanza concluding certain forms of
poetry.
34. Jewish republic in southwestern Asia at
eastern end of Mediterranean.
35. A genus of Sterninae.
37. (used especially of vegetation) Having lost
all moisture.
39. An indehiscent fruit derived from a single
ovary having one or many seeds within a
fleshy wall or pericarp.
42. (Old Testament) In Judeo-Christian
mythology.
44. A heavy brittle diamagnetic trivalent
metallic element (resembles arsenic and anti-
mony chemically).
45. A very young child (birth to 1 year) who
has not yet begun to walk or talk.
48. Any of a number of fishes of the family
Carangidae.
50. A hard gray lustrous metallic element that
is highly corrosion-resistant.
51. The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.
52. Widely distributed genus of herbs or
shrubs with glandular compound leaves and
spicate or racemose purple or white flowers.
55. One of the five major classes of
immunoglobulins.
57. Legal document setting forth rules gov-
erning a particular kind of activity.
58. Of or relating to the palm of the hand or
to the area at the base of the thumb.
60. A percussion instrument consisting of a
pair of hollow pieces of wood or bone (usually
held between the thumb and fingers) that are
made to click together (as by Spanish
dancers) in rhythm with the dance.
63. Lake in northwestern Russia near the bor-
der with Finland.
64. Of or relating to or affecting a lobe.
67. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan
River.
69. Soft white semisolid fat obtained by ren-
dering the fatty tissue of the hog v 1.
71. A ballistic missile that is capable of travel-
ing from one continent to another.
72. Harsh or corrosive in tone.
74. A flat-bottomed volcanic crater that was
formed by an explosion.
75. (prefix) In front of or before in space.
80. The syllable naming the fourth (subdomi-
nant) note of the diatonic scale in solmization.
81. An intensely radioactive metallic element
that occurs in minute amounts in uranium
ores.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution
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Daily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

Your workday is successful and the afternoon is filled with friendships
and involvement in group activities. There is a feeling that one should accept invita-
tions to upcoming events because the weather might not make it easy to travel at a lat-
er time. Friends are important to you and there is much satisfaction that comes with
accomplishing things in cooperation with others. There is a lot of chatter this afternoon.
When you settle down at home you will find yourself in a good position to write and
communicate with real originality. Inventions and breakthroughs are possible if you are
working with a hobby. This could be a period of great material gain; it is certainly a time
when material things have an attraction. Everything that glitters is not gold.

You could find it easy to become carried away with some idea. Turn this into
a positive outcome by making sure there is an interest in your idea. Positive

things are happening in your career which depend upon your own ambition and drive, as
well as your ability to be patient and bide your time. You are able to use good common
sense and make all the right moves. Usually people create in the mind how they want to
relate to someone before they even get to know a person. Everyone has a personality one
shows to a parent and a personality one shows to a friend. Today is a good time to see
your relationships with others in an unbiased manner. The insight may be an interesting
one for you. Shopping after work is good if you are not hungry.

Yesterday’s Solution
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263



F E A T U R E S

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

l if e s t y l e

Some of the world’s top television channels were battling yes-
terday to acquire a “brilliant” new cartoon series “Grizzy & the
Lemmings”, which has already been proclaimed a classic

that will “renew the whole slapstick genre”. The show about a lazy
brown bear and a band of lemmings who battle for the goodies
inside a forest ranger’s lodge in the Canadian Rockies got a raptur-
ous reception at its premiere at the MIPJUNIOR market in the
French Riviera resort of Cannes.

The US Cartoon Network giant Turner has already snapped it
up for its Boomerang channel. Most of the series’ rapid-fire gags
turn on the titanic struggles between the grizzly and a horde of
kamikaze lemmings for the ranger’s pot of Nutella, games console
and smartphone. The slapstick jokes and spectacular pratfalls
from the clifftop lodge into the ravine below has led to it being
compared to a very smart mix of “The Road Runner”, “Raving
Rabbids” and “Mr. Bean”. “What can you say, it is just fantastic. They
really nailed it,” Janine Weigold, who bought the show for
Germany’s Super RTL channel, told AFP. 

“It’s brilliant. Once you start you can’t stop watching them... We

are glad that German kids are going to be able to enjoy it on free
TV.” And its non-verbal humor-with the bear and lemmings bomb-
ing each other in one episode with goods dropped from delivery
drones ordered on the smartphone-had industry insiders predict-
ing it would be “mega everywhere”.

Classic family viewing 
“It is a new classic that will gather families together again in

front of the television,” said Tiphaine de Raguenel of France
Televisions, which backed the French-based Hari studio to make
the first 78 action-packed, seven-minute episodes. “It renews the
whole slapstick genre,” she added, speaking at MIPJUNIOR, an
annual gathering for the world entertainment industry.   The two
men behind the cartoon, Josselin Charier and Antoine Rodelet,
said they had been scratching their heads for years to come up
with a duo to match “Tom and Jerry”, “Road Runner” and the
Looney Tunes greats.

They finally hit upon Grizzy and the lemmings after watching a
1958 Walt Disney documentary “White Wilderness”, in which lem-

mings were shot jumping off a cliff. “We watched them jumping
one after the other and thought, ‘Wow, what totally stupid ani-
mals. How cool!’ “We learned afterwards it was actually the pro-
ducers who were pushing them off. Yeah, damn producers,” he
joked.  Rodelet said the show was character driven with the jokes
spinning off the weaknesses of the bear and the lemmings, who
“have only one collective brain between them”.

“We tried to create really dense episodes for today’s short
attention spans with the rhythm mounting to a climax. In ‘The
Road Runner’ it was often just a string of gags,” he told AFP. He said
he and Charier-who began working together in their garage a
decade ago-had spent three years on the show, with 100 people
between Paris and at Hari’s studio in the French animation capital
of Angouleme pitching in. Hari’s head of sales Adeline Tormo said
there was a real clamour for the show. “People want to see more
and more episodes. Channels are fighting to have it.” — AFP

Lagerfeld 

checks into the
hotel business

Fashion icon Karl Lagerfeld announced yesterday he
planned to launch his own branded hotel chain, with
the first property set to open in the Chinese gam-

bling hub of Macau in 2018. The 83-year-old German-born
designer has already collaborated with luxury Parisian
address Le Crillon and the Metropole in Monaco, but the
new business will see him and his company design entire
hotels. Leading fashion houses from Dior to Diane von
Furstenberg have developed a lucrative side-business
away from the catwalk by designing suites and other interi-
ors for hotel owners.

Lagerfeld intends to follow the example of rivals such as
Armani, Bulgari and Versace which have gone one step fur-
ther and opened properties under their own names. His
first hotel is being built with a local partner in the luxury
Lisboa Palace Complex in Macau, but the Lagerfeld group
is “in the process of studying other opportunities to open
other properties around the world,” it said in a statement.

The current artistic director at Chanel will also lend his
talents and trademark to luxury residences, restaurants and
private clubs, the group said, as part of a push into the
interior design business.  The Lisboa Palace Complex in
Macau-an enclave that is the only place in China where
gambling is legal-will include casinos, restaurants and vari-
ous hotels, notably the Versace Palace. — AFP

This file photo shows German fashion designer Karl
Lagerfeld at the end of the Chanel 2017 Spring/Summer
ready-to-wear collection fashion show in Paris. — AFP

TV channels fight for ‘brilliant’ new
cartoon ‘Grizzy & the Lemmings’

The global economic slowdown combined with “selective
demand” are pushing Christie’s to seek more realistic
prices on their collections, directors of the auction house

said Sunday. “This year the market is not at the same level as it
was one year or two years ago. We are facing a more challeng-
ing market,” Guillaume Cerruti, Christie’s president for Europe,
the Middle East, Russia and India, told journalists in Dubai.

“To face this situation, the key word for us is selectivity,” he
said, announcing two auctions this week in the glitzy Gulf
emirate, one on Modern and Contemporary Art and another
showcasing “Important Watches”. “We want to have sales that
are well curated, sales with maybe less objects but of high
quality at... realistic estimates,” he said. While he did not pro-
vide specific figures on the fall in overall sales, he said that

online-only sales “have been a real success”.
“For the first six months of the year, we have sold through

our online-only sales of 20 million pounds ($24.4 million)
around the world,” a 100-percent over the same period of
2015, he added. “We’re making sure that we find good quality
of works that are well priced to ride through this more chal-
lenging period,” said Christie’s Middle East managing director,
Michael Jeha.

In an auction today of 113 artworks, the highest estimated
price has been set at $180,000, far lower than the $400,000
price tag on paintings sold in March this year. Around 150
watches go up for auction on Wednesday, with estimated
prices reaching $250,000.

Among them are two Patek Philippe 18K white gold auto-

matic wristwatches with the Iraqi coat of arms and the name
“Saddam”, after executed Iraqi president Saddam Hussein who
ordered the watches in 1974 and 1980 as gifts. Their prices are
estimated at $10,000 and $18,000 each. London-based
Christie’s, which celebrates its 250th anniversary on December
5, says its sales at Dubai auctions have exceeded $300 million
since it opened a branch in the emirate 10 years ago. — AFP

A visitor looks at an artwork by Egyptian artist Moataz Nasr displayed at a Christie’s exhi-
bition in Dubai. — AFP photos

Visitors look at Beyond the Fountain, a grouping of 19 artworks by the Iranian Saqqakhaneh movement, displayed at a Christie’s exhibition in Dubai.

Christie’s seeks more ‘realistic’ auction prices

A Patek Philippe rare 18K white
gold automatic wristwatch with

Iraqi coat of arms is displayed.

A visitor walks past art work by Iraqi painter Ismail Fatah Al-Turk. A visitor takes a photo of artwork by Syrian artist Safwan Dahoul.

Visitors walks past artwork by Egyptian artist Khaled Hafez.Visitors look at art work by Saudi artist Manal Al-Dowayan.
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Dracula’s castle will have overnight guests on
Halloween, marking the first time since
1948 that anyone has slept in the

Transylvanian fortress. The site’s actual name is
Bran Castle, and two people will get to sleep there
Oct 31 thanks to a promotion by Airbnb. The
guests will be wined and dined, then left alone to
lie down in red velvet-trimmed coffins just as
Dracula did in the Bram Stoker horror novel that
popularized the legend.

The castle is famous for its connection to Vlad
the Impaler, a real-life prince who stayed there in
the 15th century and had a cruel habit of using
stakes to impale his victims. Vlad inspired Stoker’s
story of Count Dracula. The Airbnb contest to find
guests for the night launched yesterday. Applicants
were asked to use their “vampiric wit” to imagine
what they’d say to Count Dracula if they met him.
Winners will be flown to Romania and then taken
to the castle set dramatically in the Carpathian
Mountains. If they’re too spooked to sleep in the
coffins, beds are on hand.

Welcome to my house
The castle is one of Romania’s top tourist attrac-

tions, with more than 630,000 visitors a year.
Hosting the one-off Airbnb event is a descendant
of Bram Stoker, Dacre Stoker. “I want to make it
both realistic and show the legend in the wonder-
ful country that birthed the whole thing,” Stoker

said in a telephone interview. He’ll play the role of
Jonathan Harker, a character from the novel who
encounters Dracula at the castle. When the winners
arrive in a horse-drawn carriage, he plans to greet
them using the same words Dracula used in his
ancestor’s story: “Welcome to my house! Enter
freely. Go safely, and leave something of the happi-
ness you bring!”

Stoker added that staging “Halloween night in
Dracula castle” was a way of “re-creating the book,
and giving people a good experience and a good
scare.” The winning pair will tour the castle, then be
treated to a candlelight dinner of chicken
paprikash, the same meal described in the novel.
Airbnb’s rules for the night are simple: no garlic or
silver jewelry - both believed to ward off vampires -
and this reminder: “The count is not a fan of mirror
selfies.” (According to legend, a vampire’s image
cannot be seen in mirrors.)

Bran Castle was originally a military fortress,
strategically set on a highway that links
Transylvania to southern Romania. Vlad the Impaler
did not own the castle, but is believed to have used
it briefly during his incursions in Transylvania. He is
also believed to have been imprisoned in the castle
for two months in 1462 when he was captured by a
rival Hungarian king. Vlad impaled his victims as
punishment for wrongdoing. His victims reputedly
included all the elderly residents of one communi-
ty to avenge the deaths of his father and brother.

Rented for weddings
Following World War I, the castle was given to

Queen Marie in gratitude for her role in unifying
Transylvania with the rest of Romania. She
bequeathed it to her youngest daughter Princess
Ileana. In 1948, the Communists seized it from
Ileana. In 2006, years after communism ended, the
castle was returned to I leana’s son Dominic
Hapsburg, a retired New York architect. His sisters
spent their childhood there. 

A Romanian company manages the castle
which is rented for weddings, soirees and corpo-
rate events. Hapsburg plays an active role in the
site, but nobody has stayed overnight there since
Hapsburg and his family were exiled from Romania.
The castle is very popular with tourists. “We just
love Halloween, so what drew us to Romania was
Transylvania,” said Gina Ricciardi of Boca Raton,
Florida, visiting with her husband and friends. “We
wanted to see Dracula’s castle and just experience
the whole Dracula.” Might Count Dracula himself
show up on Oct 31? “Did he really die at end of the
novel when he was stabbed with knife? Bram
leaves the question ambiguous,” Stoker said. “But if
he’s stil l  floating around, he would make an
appearance.” — AP

Halloween treat:A night at
Dracula’s castle in Transylvania

Two coffins are lit before a photo shoot in Bran Castle, in Bran, Romania. Two girls light up candles before a photo shoot in Bran Castle, in Bran, Romania.

In this picture Bran Castle lies on top of cliffs in Bran, Romania.

A portrait of Vlad the Impaler is hung on a wall in Bran Castle, in Bran, Romania.

Candles and books are arranged on a table before a photo shoot of a room in Bran Castle.

In this picture Bran
Castle lies on top of
cliffs in Bran, Romania.
— AP photos



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

l if e s t y l e
F E A T U R E S

Oscar-winning director Martin Scorsese told an audi-
ence in Tokyo yesterday his long-awaited film about
the persecution of Christians in 17th century Japan will

hit the big screen just before Christmas.  The filmmaker,
known for hits including Taxi Driver, Goodfellas, and The Wolf
of Wall Street, said his latest film “Silence” be released for a lim-
ited run in the United States on December 23 — putting it in
possible contention for an Oscar nomination. The movie’s
release, originally slated for last year, as been delayed several
times, including after an on-set accident killed a construction
worker and injured several others.

Scorsese, who picked up an Oscar for The Departed in
2007, made the announcement at a press briefing in Tokyo
where he is to receive Japan’s biggest arts award, the
Praemium Imperiale, at a ceremony later this week.  The film is
based on the 1966 novel by famed Japanese novelist Shusaku

Endo, which tells the story of a young, idealistic Jesuit priest
from Portugal who lands on the shores of Nagasaki in south-
ern Japan-then the only part of the country open to foreign-
ers. The novel, titled “Chinmoku” (“Silence”), depicts severe
persecution inflicted on converts to Christianity-many of
whom were impoverished villagers forced into hiding. The
Christians came out of the shadows when Japan ended two
hundred years of self-imposed isolation in the 1860s.

Before filming, Scorsese-who said he has wanted to do the
film for over a quarter century-visited the areas mentioned in
the book and interviewed descendants of these so-called hid-
den Christians. “What came out of that for me was the extraor-
dinary power and sacrifice, the commitment and conviction of
their ancestors who were martyrs to the faith,” he said yester-
day.  “For me this was almost like meeting one of the hidden
Christians from the 17th century and it changed my percep-
tion of how to deal with those scenes and the characters,” he
added.

The film stars Andrew Garfield, Liam Neeson, Adam Driver
and Japanese actor Tadanobu Asano. Scorsese is one of five
recipients of the Praemium Imperiale this year,  which also
honors American artist Cindy Sherman, French sculptor
Annette  Messager, Brazilian architect Paulo Mendes da Rocha
and Latvian violinist Gidon  Kremer. — AFP

US director Martin Scorsese, win-
ner of the 28th Praemium
Imperiale award, smiles during a
joint press conference.

(From left) US photographer Cindy Sherman, US director Martin Scorsese, French sculptor Annette Messager and
Latvian-German musician Gidon Kremer, winners of the 28th Praemium Imperiale award, pose during a photo call after
a joint press conference in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP photos. 

Scorsese film about Japan’s hidden Christians out for Christmas

An Indian film festival dropped a Pakistani drama
from its program yesterday after protesters threat-
ened to disrupt the screening-the latest movie to

fall foul of heightened tensions between the nuclear-
armed neighbors. Organizers of the MAMI Mumbai Film
Festival said they would not show the 1959 classic “Jago
Hua Savera” (“The Day Shall Dawn”) following a complaint
from an Indian NGO called Sangharsh, which means
struggle in Hindi.

Sangharsh had said it was inappropriate to show the
film, which was Pakistan’s official Oscars entry in 1960, fol-
lowing an attack by militants that killed 19 Indian soldiers
in Kashmir. “Given the current situation, the Jio MAMI
18th Mumbai Film Festival with Star has decided not to
program ‘Jago Hua Savera’ as part of the Restored Classics
Section,” organizers of the festival said in a statement. The
move comes after a group of Indian cinemas said last
week that they would not screen any films featuring
Pakistani artists in protest at the raid on an army base in
Indian Kashmir last month.

The ban by India’s Cinema Owners and Exhibitors
Association (COEA) applies to single screen cinemas in four
states and is likely to affect the forthcoming release of
movies “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil”, “Dear Zindagi” and “Raees”. The
ban came as Hindu nationalist groups pile pressure on the
makers of “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil” (“This Heart is Complicated”)
to drop Pakistani actor Fawad Khan from the romantic dra-
ma. The fringe but noisy right-wing group Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena has threatened to stall the October 28
release of the movie. India blames Pakistan for the raid on
September 18 which saw the Indian army respond with
“surgical strikes”.

Following the militant attack the Indian Motion Picture
Producers’ Association, which represents a number of Hindi
film industry employees, passed a motion banning Pakistani
artists until relations between New Delhi and Islamabad
improve. MAMI runs from October 20-27. “Jago Hua Savera”,
a black and white film, tells the story of a fishing village near
Dhaka, now the capital of Bangladesh. — AFP

Face saver: Surgical
mask sworn at
Japan speed 

dating sessions

Looks aren’t everything. At
least, that ’s what one
Japanese dating service is try-

ing to prove - by requiring partici-
pants in speed dating sessions to
wear white surgical masks. “In
order to achieve marriage, it is
important to provide chances to
know a partner’s personality and
values in the early stages,” said Kei
Matsumura, head of Tokyo dating
service Def Anniversary. “We chose
surgical masks as an essential tool
for that.”

White surgical masks covering
most of the face are common
sights in Japan, where people don
them to avoid catching diseases,
keep out pollen and, sometimes,
just to keep their faces warm.
Some women also opt for a mask
on days when they haven’t worn
makeup. “Since I wasn’t judged by
my appearance, I think I was able
to be more outgoing with women,”
said 28-year-old Yasumasu Kishi at
a weekend speed dating event for
19 men and 18 women.

Dating services are booming in
Japan as young people shy from
tying the knot. The marriage rate
has plunged by 50 percent over
the last 40 years, from 10.1 per
thousand in 1975 to 5.1 per thou-
sand in 2014, according to a Health
Ministry survey. Young people
brought up in the digital era find
face-to-face encounters daunting
in ultra-polite Japan, while long
work hours add still another hur-
dle. These make konkatsu - active
“marriage seeking activity” - often
the only option.

“I think I was able to find out
more about their inner selves and
not just judge them by their looks,”
said Chiharu Tsukahara, a 28-year-
old office worker. “In this event,
personality matters. I quite liked
that,” she added as she prepared to
leave with Kishi and two friends for
another date. This time, masks
were optional. — Reuters

The Swedish Academy says it has given up trying to reach
Bob Dylan, days after it awarded him the Nobel Prize for
Literature. “Right now we are doing nothing. I have

called and sent emails to his closest collaborator and received
very friendly replies. For now, that is certainly enough,” the
academy’s permanent secretary, Sara Danius, told state radio
SR yesterday. So far the American troubadour has responded
with silence since he won the prize on Thursday. 

He gave a concert in Las Vegas that very night, but made
no mention of the accolade. So-as an early Dylan song may
have put it-how does it feel? “I am not at all worried,” said
Danius. “I think he will show up.” Every December 10, Nobel
prize winners are invited to Stockholm to receive their awards
from King Carl XVI Gustaf and to give a speech during a ban-
quet. The Swedish Academy still does not know if Dylan plans
to come to the event. “If he doesn’t want to come, he won’t
come. It will be a big party in any case and the honor belongs
to him,” said Danius. Dylan, 75, whose lyrics have influenced
generations of fans, is the first songwriter to win the literature
prize. Other contenders for this year’s prize included Salman
Rushdie, Adonis and Ngugi wa Thiong’o. — AFP

Nobel panel gives up knockin’ on Dylan’s door

This file photo shows US singer Bob Dylan per-
forming during the 37th AFI Life Achievement

Award: A Tribute to Michael Douglas at Sony
Pictures in Culver City, California. — AFP

Indian film festival drops 
Pakistani movie after threat

Israeli designer Kobi Levi’s psychedelic
shoes resemble everything from banana
skins, flamingos and stretching cats-and

they are all the rage among well-heeled stars
like Lady Gaga. “My world is that of everyday
glamour, the glamour that goes unnoticed,
which I show in an extravagant and fun way,”
the 41-year-old says. Dressed in a t-shirt and
black jeans, he works out of a modest studio
at his apartment in Israel’s commercial capital
Tel Aviv.

He uses a vintage sewing machine and an
old leather press to turn his designs from fan-
tasies into shoes. “I see someone stepping in
chewing gum on the way to work and get-
ting annoyed about it,” he tells AFP. “So I
make shoes with a high heel shaped like
stuck chewing gum.” The result is a stylish
black-and-white sneaker with an 11-centime-
tre (four-inch) pink dripping heel so realistic it
could be mistaken for real gum. The bizarre
creation, which sells for $2,240 (1,949 euros)
a pair, caught the imagination of actress
Whoopi Goldberg, who wore them when she
appeared with US President Barack Obama
on talk show “The View” in 2012.  American
singer Fergie wore a pair of the same shoes in
the video for her song “M.I.L.F. $”.

Going Gaga 
The bulk of Levi’s orders come through his

website but one, in 2011, changed the course
of his career-propelling his shoes onto the
global pop scene. “I got an email from a fash-
ion design studio that deals with Lady Gaga.
They wanted a pair of shoes for a video,” he
says. “I was super surprised because at the
time I had no studio, just a small blog with
photos. I was making the shoes my size
because nobody wore them and showing
them to friends and then putting them in
boxes,” he says. Gaga wore the shoes in the
video for her 2011 hit single “Born This Way”.

Levi’s designs are made to measure in
very limited batches-as few as 20 pairs. They
occupy, he says, the crossroads between

“design, art and fashion.” It takes several
months to create a new model, and several
weeks to reproduce each one. Once he
receives around 20 orders, he moves on to
another project. The effort has paid off, win-
ning Levi high-profile fans. Swedish stylist B
Akerlund, who designs for the likes of
Beyonce and Kim Kardashian, has put 13 of
the Israeli’s designs in her showroom.

Goldberg has been a keen admirer for
years, sporting a pair of his low heels shaped
like a banana skin at the Paris premiere of the
“Sister Act” stage show in 2012. The same
year, Vogue Italia described Levi as “a genius,
unusual, true creative talent, the captor of
surrounding reality, of unpredictable objects,
of animal appearances”.

Madonna next? 
Among his many creations are shoes

shaped like playground slides, stretching cats
and even a design with a miniature harp in
the heel. “Everything starts with a fantasy,
then it becomes a challenge,” he says. “You

have to find technical solutions. I go through
phases where I think I’m crazy, that it’s impos-
sible, then I’m afraid that in a second every-
thing could tear or break.” “Then suddenly it
starts to look like the original sketches and
then I get the heady feeling of having given
life to a fantasy.”

Levi stressed his creations-which sell for
between $800 and $3,000 — are designed to
be worn, not simply for display. Levi also
plays on the sex appeal of heels, earning him
an avalanche of fan mail from women, he
says. He now hopes another glamorous and
provocative star-who reportedly spent a
recent birthday in Cuba with Akerlund-will
fall for his creative madness. “Madonna” is his
pair of gold stilettos with a fake microphone
and blond wig, and he has high hopes for the
shoes. “It would be great to see Madonna
wearing them herself,” he says. — AFP

Israeli fashionista’s fantasy footwear finds famous fans

Israeli shoe designer Kobi Levi poses in his workshop with some of his shoe creations.

A picture shows the back of a pair of shoes called “Chewing
Gum”.

Kobi Levi poses in his workshop with one of his shoe creations called
“Miao”.

A pair of shoes called “Blonde Ambition”.

A picture shows a shoe creation called ‘Banana’.

A picture shows shoes created by Israeli shoe designer Kobi
Levi at his workshop.
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Veteran British singer Phil Collins announced yesterday he is
coming out of retirement with a comeback tour next sum-
mer, despite battling with injury and alcoholism. The for-

mer “Genesis” frontman will play five nights in London followed by
two dates each in Paris and Cologne, as part of his European tour
in June, titled “Not Dead Yet, Live”. The 65-year-old, whose hits
include “In The Air Tonight” and “Another Day In Paradise”, has spo-
ken openly about his struggle with alcoholism since his last tour
almost 10 years ago.

“I stopped work because I wanted to be a dad at home. As bad
luck would have it, as soon as I retired, my family split up,” he told a
press conference at London’s Royal Albert Hall, where the tour will
kick off. “I didn’t have anything to go home to really. That’s when I
started drinking.” The drummer and singer, who was one of the
most popular British artists in the 1980s, last released an album in
2002, supported by his “First Final Farewell Tour”. But he said “I’ve
changed my mind” about retirement. “I’m living with my young
kids and they want me to go out on the road, to do some new
things and there’s no reason why not.”

Nerve damaged sustained through years of drumming means
it is unlikely Collins will get back behind the drum kit next June.” “I

play with my fingers a lot of the time... a lot of it comes from dex-
terity with fingers and that’s the thing that’s clammed up over the
last few years,” he said. His 15-year-old son Nicholas, who also
plays drums, will be performing with him, he added. Collins, who
is promoting a new book, also titled “Not Dead Yet”, has sold more
than 100 million albums during his solo career and 150 million
with Genesis.  In recent years he has worked on projects including
writing songs for the musical “Tarzan” — AFP Toni Braxton says she has been released from a

Cleveland hospital after being admitted for compli-
cations with her battle against lupus for the second

time in a month. The hospitalization forced her scheduled
Saturday show in Cleveland to be cancelled. In announc-
ing the hospitalization, a message on the singer’s Twitter
account said, “Lupus needs to be constantly monitored
and this minor setback should not affect the rest of her
tour.”

Braxton announced that she was out of the hospital
Sunday. She thanked her fans for their “well wishes and
understanding.” Braxton was released from a hospital in
Los Angeles two weeks ago after spending several days
being treated for the autoimmune disease. — AP

Toni Braxton back

on tour following

lupus hospitalization

In this file photo, Toni Braxton poses in the press room
at the BET Awards in Los Angeles. — AP

Phil Collins announces European comeback tour
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Country singer Randy Travis found his distinctive voice
three years after a life-threatening stroke and sang
“Amazing Grace” during his induction Sunday into the

Country Music Hall of Fame. The Grammy-winning baritone
singer battled back from the stroke in 2013 to sing again dur-
ing the medallion ceremony in Nashville, Tennessee. He was
inducted along with fiddler Charlie Daniels and record pro-
ducer Fred Foster. Fellow artists including Kris Kristofferson,
Dolly Parton, Alan Jackson, Brad Paisley, Garth Brooks and
more honored the three inductees with musical tributes.

But it was Travis’ singing that brought a stunned silence
and tears to the crowd after years of rehabilitation and thera-
py to regain his voice. Mary Davis-Travis, his wife, spoke about
the numerous procedures and surgeries to save his life and a
six-month stay in the hospital after a viral infection caused his
stroke. “Randy stared death in the face, but death blinked,”
Davis-Travis said. “Today God’s proof of a miracle stands before
you.”

The 57-year-old singer was honored for being the first
country artist whose debut album “Storms of Life” went plat-
inum in its first year and he ushered in a wave of neo-tradi-
tional singers like Alan Jackson, Clint Black and Brooks in the
1990s. Jackson, who performed “On the Other Hand,” talked
about going out on tour with Travis in the early ‘90s and com-
pared him to Elvis. “When he sang, the women were scream-
ing and fainting and it was crazy,” Jackson said. “I loved it.
Someone singing real country music and having that effect
and selling all those records, it just made me so happy.”
Daniels, the fiddler player behind the hit song “The Devil Went
Down to Georgia,” was honored for his multi-genre style
blending Southern rock, bluegrass, gospel and country music.

“A plaque on this wall is not just another award or acco-
lade,” Daniels said. “It’s a page in a history book. An unending
history book.” Jamey Johnson performed his song, “Long
Haired Country Boy,” while Trace Adkins performed “The Devil
Went Down to Georgia,” with fiddler Andrea Zonn. Foster ran
the influential Monument Records, which helped launch the

careers of Roy Orbison and Willie Nelson as well as Parton and
Kristofferson. Kristofferson sang his iconic song “Me and
Bobby McGee,” which Foster helped co-write and produce,
while Parton sang “Dumb Blonde,” from her debut album pro-
duced by Foster.

She praised Foster for giving her a shot and still being a
gentleman when Porter Wagoner stole her away to be on his
television show. Vince Gill presented Foster with the medallion

and noted Foster was a lover of great songs and a champion of
unique singers. “But everyone of us needs a champion,” Gill
said. “And you look like at a man like Fred Foster and there’s a
man that has been a champion for all these years.” The 85-year-
old producer is still currently working and most recently pro-
duced a tribute album to Ray Price by Nelson. — AP

Third from left, Mary Travis and artist Randy Travis, seated, with family on the red carpet of the Country Music Hall of
Fame Medallion Ceremony at the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum on Sunday, in Nashville, Tenn. — AP photos

From left, artists Charlie Daniels, Duane Allen, Charley Pride, Joe Bonsall, Randy Travis, William Lee Golden, and Richard
Sterban sing ‘Will the Circle Be Unbroken?’ at the close of the Country Music Hall of Fame Medallion Ceremony.

Far right, artist Dolly Parton sings to artist and Country Music Hall of Fame inductee Fred Foster, bottom left, at the
Country Music Hall of Fame Medallion Ceremony.

From left, artist Garth Brooks, artist Randy Travis and Mary Travis sing ‘Amazing Grace’ at
the Country Music Hall of Fame Medallion Ceremony.

Artist Garth Brooks performs on stage.

Artist Kris Kristofferson on the red carpet of the Country
Music Hall of Fame Medallion Ceremony.

From left, artist and Country Music Hall of Fame inductee Fred Foster is inducted into the
Country Music Hall of Fame by artist Vince Gill and Country Music Hall of Fame Director
Kyle Young at the Country Music Hall of Fame Medallion Ceremony.

Randy Travis stuns crowd,
sings at Hall of Fame induction
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Georgian people and street artists walk under colored balloons as they attend the ‘Tbilisoba’ annual Arts Festival in Tbilisi on Sunday. The annual festival is dedicated to the Georgian capital of Tbilisi. — AFP 

Her eyes riveted to the canvas, Wulan meticulously
applies color to an image of the Buddha, using
pigments made of crushed pearls, turquoise and

agate. The 34-year-old is one of dozens of students at a
school in Lhasa learning the medieval Tibetan art of
“thangka”-minutely detailed paintings depicting
Buddhist deities or symbols, usually on cotton canvas or
silk scrolls. But she is not Tibetan. Ethnically Mongol, she
moved 2,500 kilometers (1,600 miles) to embark on seven
years of studies. Beijing’s forces took over Tibet in 1951
and the Communist government reviles the exiled spiri-
tual leader the Dalai Lama, but the region’s traditional
religious art is now increasingly being embraced by out-
siders-including from China’s Han ethnic majority-as both
buyers and producers.

“Thangkas are captivating a growing number of peo-
ple,” said Wulan.  “Traditional cultures are more and more
recognized in China, which wasn’t always the case in the
past, during the economic boom.” In their heyday cen-
turies ago thangkas had patrons and practitioners in
Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet and northern India, and in 2009,
UNESCO added them to its list of the intangible cultural
heritage of humanity, calling them “an integral part of the
artistic life of people” on the Tibetan plateau. Now there
are more than 100 apprentices-including some Han
Chinese, the country’s overwhelming ethnic majority-at
Wulan’s Danba Raodan school, who get free tuition in
return for helping their teachers with their paintings. The
students spend 10 hours every day learning how to trace
figures in pencil, wield delicate paintbrushes and apply
pigment to canvas.

Turbulent priest 
The revival comes after a turbulent past-the Dalai

Lama fled Tibet in 1959 after a failed uprising against

Chinese rule and the ravages of Mao’s Cultural Revolution
laid waste religious tradition and iconography as zealous
Red Guards-including Tibetans-sought to destroy the
“Four Olds”: customs, culture, habits and ideas. “Beyond
the destruction of artworks and monasteries ransacked,
looted or burned, a lot of the expertise was lost. Many
teachers disappeared or were in prison and could not
train young people,” said Amy Heller, a Tibetologist and
art historian based in Switzerland.

“Even after the Cultural Revolution, it was difficult. The
censorship had been such for 10 years that people were
reluctant to bring out their thangkas, for fear of being
denounced.” Many Tibetans accuse Beijing of wanting to
dilute their culture and the Dalai Lama says Tibet is the
victim of “cultural genocide”. Beijing considers the
Himalayan region an integral part of its territory-a view
disputed by the Tibetan government in exile and some
scholars-and retorts that it ended serfdom and brought
development. 

The issue can find its way into art. In 2014, Chinese
tycoon Liu Yiqian paid a record $45 million for a 15th-
century thangka tapestry believed to have been a gift
from a Chinese emperor to a Tibetan Buddhist leader.  At
the time, Liu said: “If you look at it from the perspective of
politics and diplomacy in ancient China it is... of great
importance, because 600 years ago Tibet was a part of
China already.”

‘Spiritual hole’ 
Once only made by artisans attached to Buddhist

temples and monasteries and painstakingly produced
according to strict rules, the creation of thangkas is now
open to anyone passionate about the art. The vast major-
ity of the Danba Raodan students are still Tibetans, but
when it opened its doors in 1980 there were only 20

thangka painters in Lhasa, said its director Tenzin
Phuntsok, who inherited it from his father. “Today there
are a thousand. And nationally, about 10,000,” he said.

Each painting requires between one month to three
years of work, depending on its size and complexity. And
while thangkas were traditionally offered to monasteries
or sold to Tibetan families, the art has now secured a new,
lucrative audience-Chinese collectors. “They come from
the big cities of Beijing and Shanghai, and are becoming
more numerous,” said Tenzin Phuntsok.  As interest grows,
prices have soared, rising 10 percent a year according to
the specialist Tiantangwu gallery in Beijing. “The thangka
of a novice teacher is already worth several thousand
euros,” added the director, whose own works sell for near-
ly 200,000 yuan ($30,000).

The older generation of painters “do not necessarily
welcome this commercialization”, acknowledged the 31-
year-old, but said: “As a young person I find it inevitable.
The main thing is to find a balance between the tradition
and the market.” Some specialists warn of wider risks.
After decades of frantic economic growth and material-
ism, “Chinese sense a need to fill a spiritual hole with reli-
gion”, said Wang Jingyi, professor of art at Taiwan Normal
University in Taipei and market analyst. “And they are
drawn to Tibetan Buddhism, which has more colorful art
than what you find elsewhere in China.” But Chinese col-
lectors’ “frenzy” for thangkas was “not necessarily benefi-
cial for relations between Han and Tibetans”, he added, as
Han-owned galleries sometimes reaped huge profits
from the works of Tibetan painters. “Ultimately, these are
religious items,” he said. “If they are too commercialized,
they will lose their religious identity.”— AFP

Tibet’s thangkas find 
new fans across China

A student painting an example of the medieval Tibetan art of ‘thangka’,
minutely detailed paintings depicting Buddhist deities or symbols, at the
Danba Raodan art school in Lhasa. 

A student painting an example of the medieval Tibetan art of  ‘thangka’.

Students working on examples of the medieval Tibetan art of ‘thangka’.

Students working on examples of the medieval Tibetan art of  ‘thangka’.

A student drawing an example of the medieval Tibetan art of ‘thangka’, minutely
detailed paintings depicting Buddhist deities or symbols, at the Danba Raodan
art school in Lhasa. — AFP photos

A student painting an example of the medieval Tibetan art of ‘thangka’.
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