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likely end polls boycott

Registration of candidates starts today
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Syria first lady rejected 
offers to leave country

DAMASCUS: Syria’s first lady Asma Al-Assad said she reject-
ed multiple offers to flee the war-ravaged country with her
children, according to an interview with broadcaster
Russia24 aired yesterday.  The comments were part of the
British-born Assad’s first interview with international media
since Syria’s revolt erupted in 2011 with demands for her
husband Bashar’s ouster. “I never thought of being any-
where else at all. ... Yes, I was offered the opportunity to
leave Syria, or rather to run from Syria,” the 41-year-old
said. “These offers included guarantees of safety and pro-
tection for my children, and even financial security. It does-
n’t take a genius to know what these people were really
after. It was never about my wellbeing or my children - it
was a deliberate attempt to shatter people’s confidence in
their president,” she said. 

Hotdogs set for name 
change in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR: Food outlets in Muslim-majority
Malaysia must rename hotdogs or risk being refused
halal certification, a government religious authority
said yesterday. The ruling, which also includes other
food items whose name includes the word “dog”, has
garnered much ridicule on social media. It follows
complaints by Muslim tourists from overseas, said
Sirajuddin Suhaimee, director of the halal division
from the Department of Islamic Development. “In
Islam, dogs are considered unclean and the name
cannot be related to halal certification,” he said. US
pretzel chain Aunty Anne’s, which has 45 outlets in
Malaysia with plans to expand further, told AFP it has
no qualms about renaming its pretzel dogs.

Kabul, Taleban hold 
secret talks in Qatar

KABUL: The Taleban and senior Afghan government offi-
cials have held two secret meetings since September in
Qatar in a bid to restart long-stalled peace negotiations,
sources said yesterday. An official in the National Unity
Government in Kabul told AFP that the two rounds of dis-
cussions took place in Doha, where the Taleban maintain a
political office. Britain’s The Guardian newspaper said the
talks were attended by Mullah Abdul Manan Akhund,
brother of Taleban founder and longtime leader Mullah
Omar, who died in 2013. A senior American diplomat was
also present in the Qatar meetings, the newspaper said cit-
ing a Taleban official. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The stage looks set for a stiff election battle
after many leading opposition figures and former law-
makers said they plan to end a four-year boycott of par-
liamentary polls and contest elections for the 50-seat
National Assembly. Leading former Islamist MPs Ahmad
Baqer, Fahd Al-Khanna and Adel Al-Damkhi have already
said they will run in the election.

Earlier, the interior ministry announced that registra-
tion of candidates for the Assembly elections will start
from today for 10 days, in accordance with the election
law. The announcement came after the Amiri decree set-
ting Nov 26 as the date for the snap elections was pub-
lished in the official gazette Kuwait Al-Youm. Registration
will end on Oct 28, after which withdrawal of candidates
will continue until four days before election day.

The interior ministry said all arrangements have been
taken at the election department in Shuwaikh to receive
the candidates. Under Kuwaiti law, candidates must be
Kuwaiti by birth, at least 30 years of age and have not
been convicted of a felony, unless they have been reha-
bilitated. Acting on a recommendation by the Cabinet,
HH the Amir dissolved the Assembly on Sunday citing
grave regional security threats and conflicts. It was the
seventh dissolution of the Assembly since 2006.

Former Islamist MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said a meet-
ing of former opposition lawmakers was held yesterday
to discuss the possibility of ending the boycott and con-
testing the election. He said 11 former MPs attended the
meeting, which decided to hold another meeting in the
coming few days to allow other opposition figures to
attend and then take an unanimous decision on whether
to take part in the polls or not.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Opposition leader and former Islamist MP Jamaan Al-Harbash (second right) speaks as activists gather
at his house yesterday to urge him to run for office and to end his boycott of the coming parliamentary elec-
tions. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s security and media
department yesterday said a nine-year-old Kuwaiti
boy died after being “tortured” and locked up for
several days by his parents. It was reported earlier
that Eid Talaq told Sulaibikhat police that his son
Waleed died of natural causes after he rushed him
to Jahra Hospital on Monday. The ministry state-
ment said the child’s body had cuts and bruises,
while his hands and clothes were wet, and he was
pronounced dead on arrival. 

On being interrogated, the parents admitted the
boy was hyperactive and used to attack his broth-
ers, and they used to beat him for disciplinary pur-
poses. They said that the boy was tied up and
locked in a room for several days, so he stopped
eating. His mother said she untied him a few hours
before his death and he went to sleep with his
brothers, but they later discovered he had died.

‘Hyperactive’ boy 

dies of ‘torture’

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The health ministry yesterday issued a deci-
sion to subject domestic helpers (holders of article 20
residency visas) from 40 countries to new medical tests
on renewing their residency visas regardless if they
have traveled out of Kuwait or not. The 40 countries
include Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Central African Republic, Senegal,
Somalia, Cameroon, Congo, Niger, Angola, Uganda,
Eretria, Sudan, Benin, Burkina Faso, Thailand, Chad,
Togo, Gambia, South Africa, Djibouti, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea Bissau, Kenya, Mali, Malawi, Namibia, Tanzania,
Myanmar and Madagascar.

New medical tests 

must for domestics

PARIS: The UN cultural agency yesterday adopted an
Arab-sponsored resolution condemning Israel’s actions
at a flashpoint holy site in east Jerusalem, deepening
anger in Israel. The UNESCO resolution on “occupied
Palestine” was endorsed yesterday by the agency’s exec-
utive board at its headquarters in Paris, after being
approved at the committee stage last week. Referring
throughout to “the occupying power,” it condemns Israel
for restricting Muslims’ access to the Al-Aqsa mosque
compound - Islam’s third holiest site - and criticizes dam-
age by security forces to the site and nearby excavations. 

It is the latest episode in a series of rows at UNESCO,
which is responsible for protecting important heritage
sites and is one of few international organizations that
recognizes Palestine as a member state. Israel suspended
its cooperation with UNESCO last week in response to the
draft resolution and its ambassador, Carmel Shama
Hacohen, accused the Palestinians of playing “games”
yesterday. “This is the wrong place to solve problems

between countries or people,” he told AFP. 
Israel is furious that the resolution refers to the Old

City site in Jerusalem by its Muslim name, Al-Aqsa or Al-
Haram Al-Sharif. It is considered holy by Muslims,
Christians and Jews. Jews refer to it as the Temple Mount
and it is considered the holiest site in Judaism. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin  Netanyahu complained last
week that saying “Israel has no connection to the Temple
Mount and Western Wall is like saying China has no con-
nection to the Great Wall of China or Egypt has no con-
nection to the pyramids”.

While acknowledging the importance of the Old City
to “the three monotheistic religions” - Islam, Judaism and
Christianity - the resolution focuses on Israeli restrictions
on Muslims accessing the mosque. It also includes con-
demnation of Israel’s blockade of Gaza and “constant
aggressions by the Israeli settlers” in the West Bank.

Deputy Palestinian ambassador to UNESCO, Mounir
Anastas, welcomed the decision yesterday. “This resolu-

tion reminds Israel that they are the occupying power in
east Jerusalem, and it asks them to stop all their viola-
tions, especially in the fields of competence of UNESCO
such as the excavations,” he told reporters. Since 2011,
when Palestine was admitted to UNESCO, the body has
been the scene of numerous diplomatic spats resulting
from resolutions condemning Israel, most recently in
April but also in October last year. 

The east Jerusalem site is a 14-hectare rectangular
esplanade at the southeast corner of the Old City which
was seized by Israel during the 1967 Six-Day War and lat-
er annexed in a move never internationally recognized.
Israel considers all of Jerusalem as its undivided capital,
but the Palestinians want the eastern sector as capital of
their future state. The atmosphere before the vote yes-
terday was soured further by threats received by tele-
phone and on social media last week following a vote on
the draft resolution, a UNESCO official said.

Continued on Page 13

UNESCO adopts Jerusalem resolution

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama issued a
scathing rebuke yesterday to Donald Trump on the eve
of the final election debate, blasting him for “whining”
about “rigged” elections and warning that such accusa-
tions are irresponsible. Trump and Democratic rival
Hillary Clinton are set for their final presidential debate
today, with three weeks to go before Americans head to
the polls on Nov 8. It is seen as a last chance for the
Republican nominee, dogged by accusations of sexual
misconduct and sinking poll numbers, to make his mark
on millions of voters.

With the provocative billionaire’s campaign reeling,
Trump is likely to engage in more scorched-earth tactics
if recent history is any guide. But with Trump pressing
the dangerous conspiracy theory that the US election is
“rigged”, Obama abandoned diplomatic decorum and
skewered the mogul from the Rose Garden in front of
visiting Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi.

“I have never seen in my lifetime, or in modern politi-
cal history, any presidential candidate trying to discredit
the elections and the election process before votes have
even taken place. It’s unprecedented,” Obama told a joint
press conference. “That is both irresponsible - and, by
the way, it doesn’t really show the kind of leadership and
toughness that you’d want out of a president. You start
whining before the game’s even over? If, whenever
things are going badly for you and you lose, you start
blaming somebody else? Then you don’t have what it
takes to be in this job,” he added. “I’d advise Mr Trump to
stop whining, and go try to make his case to get votes.” 

Trump has sought to fire up his supporters, who have
grown more aggressive by the day towards his
Democratic opponent, as they and Trump fume over
Clinton’s swirling email scandal, and argue that the elec-
tion is rigged in her favor. “People that have died 10
years ago are still voting, illegal immigrants are voting,”
Trump claimed at a rowdy rally Monday in Green Bay,
Wisconsin. “Voter fraud is very, very common.” — AFP  

Obama tells Trump 

to ‘stop whining’ 

SHAQOULI, Iraq: Iraqi Kurdish peshmerga fighters react yesterday in this village, about 35 km east of Mosul,
after they recaptured it from the Islamic State (IS) group. — AFP (See Page 8)

QAYYARAH, Iraq: Iraqi forces were making gains as tens
of thousands of fighters advanced on Mosul yesterday
in an unprecedented offensive to retake the city from
the Islamic State group. With the crucial battle in its sec-
ond day, Iraqi commanders said progress was being
made as fighters pushed on two main fronts against the
militants’ last stronghold in Iraq. The US military, which
is leading a coalition providing air and ground support,
said Iraqi forces even looked “ahead of schedule” but
senior Western officials warned the battle would be
long and difficult.

Advancing in armored convoys across the dusty plains
surrounding Mosul, forces moved into villages defended
by pockets of IS fighters after intensive aerial bombard-
ment. At the main staging base for government troops in
Qayyarah south of Mosul, federal police were rotating in
and out of the front line. As Apache attack helicopters
flew overhead, ambulances brought the wounded back
from the battle. Two armored vehicles bearing US flags
drove by, apparently carrying American military person-
nel. One manning a gun turret flashed the victory sign.

Continued on Page 13

Iraqi forces make gains 

in push to retake Mosul
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Amir honors Kuwaiti wheelchair champion

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah hon-
ors the champion Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi for winning the gold medal in the 100-
m wheelchair race during the 15th Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazi. —KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is pic-
tured with athlete Ahmad Al-Mutairi and members of Kuwait’s Disabled
Sports Club (KDSC).

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Kuwaiti Paralympic athlete Ahmad Naqa
Al-Mutairi, in the presence of Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and other officials.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Kuwaiti Paralympic athlete Ahmad
Naqa Al-Mutairi, in the presence of Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and other officials.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has ordered hon-
oring Kuwaiti athlete Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi
with the ‘Kuwait first-degree medal with the rib-
bon’ for winning the gold medal in the 100-m
wheelchair race during the 15th Paralympics
tournament in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah said the champion was also
awarded KD 50,000 and a housing plot of land.
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
lauded the distinguished sports achievement
made by Mutairi who proved that the Kuwaiti
youth could overcome all difficulties.

Emerging from the audience with His
Highness the Amir, held at Bayan Palace, the

athlete Al-Mutairi expressed pride for earning
His Highness’ honoring. “I am proud of this
accomplishment and by God’s will, I’ll achieve
more in the future,” he said. 

Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah, the Minister of Information, the
Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Board
Chairman of the Public Authority for Sports,
accompanied the racer during His Highness the
Amir’s audience.

Kuwait’s flag
Addressing His Highness the Amir during

the audience, Minister Sheikh Salman boastful-
ly stated that the champion Mutairi and the
other Kuwaiti athletes took part in the Rio com-

petitions for special needs, “the Flag of Kuwait ..
and they are not suspended, grace to God. They
have made excellent results in the 100-meter
race scoring a new Olympic record.”

Minister Sheikh Salman added that the
national sports authorities specialized for the
Kuwait Disabled Sport Club a plan to be imple-
mented in the coming four years, so that fur-
ther accomplishments can be made.

Elaborating, he indicated that the victori-
ous champion Mutairi, in addition to the KD
50,000 award, will be getting an extra monthly
financial allotment in appreciation for his
accomplishments. Minister Sheikh Salman
assured His Highness the Amir that the nation-
al sports would make more achievements,

“with Your Highness’s support and encourage-
ment.” The audience was also attended by
Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah and General Director of
the public authority, Sheikh Ahmad Mansour
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Outstanding performance
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince

Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received, Mutairi, accompanied by Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud along with Members of
Kuwait’s Disabled Sports Club (KDSC). His
Highness the Crown Prince hailed Mutairi’s out-
standing performance, and urged all athletes to
work harder to achieve more achievements at
regional and international sport events.

The meeting was also attended by His
Highness the Crown Prince’s Diwan Protocol
Chief Sheikh Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah, Honorary President of Kuwait Disabled
Sports Club Sheikha Shaikha Abdullah Al-
Sabah, Director General of PAS Sheikh Ahmad
Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and his deputy Dr
Humoud Fleitah.

Later, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received Mutairi, accompanied by Sheikh
Salman and Dr Fleitah. During the meeting, His
Highness the Prime Minister lauded the
achievements made by all Kuwaiti champions,
and their efforts made to raise the Kuwaiti flag
at any international sports event.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at
Bayan Palace Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK), Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel. His Highness also
received Head of the Financial Control Apparatus
Abdulaziz Dakheel Al-Dahkeel. He introduced His
Highness the Amir to the deputy head of apparatus

Mariam Aqeel Al-Aqeel and other executives Bader
Mishrari Al-Hammad, Faisal Habes Al-Mutairi, as well
as Qusai Mousa Al-Darweesh. Dahkeel also intro-
duced the new officials to His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir and His
Highness the Crown Prince received His Highness
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince also
met with Hashel, as well as former Minister of
Justice and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
Yaqoub Al-Sane. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Governor of the Central Bank of
Kuwait (CBK), Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel. —KUNA

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Arab news agencies perform a crucial
role in supporting issues of security and devel-
opment in the region, Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said
yesterday. The Kuwaiti Minister made this

remark in his keynote speech during the 44th
General Assembly meeting of the Federation of
Arab News Agencies (FANA). Sheikh Salman
was representing His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah who is the sponsor of the event.

Media outlets have a huge national respon-
sibility in creating an effective strategy in the
region; an effective strategy that entails raising
public awareness and backing developmental
projects, Sheikh Salman pointed out. He added
that the media industry requires progressive
thinking that abides by traditional and reli-
gious values.

Nonetheless, Arab media is facing numer-
ous challenges due to advanced technologies
that help the spread of uncensored content all
over online social networks. Therefore, tradi-
tional news agencies have a responsibility to
monitor and control the spread of these unreli-
able sources of information; news agencies
also are required to be more transparent and
more subjective than ever to curb any extrem-

ist schools of thinking, which have destructive
effect on younger generations.

Difficult times
Meanwhile, Chairman and Director General

of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh
Mubarak Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah said that
the ongoing FANA conference is taking place at
a crucial juncture that calls for increased coop-
eration and concerted efforts.

Addressing the meeting, Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Duaij, who is also Chairman of FANA, noted
that the Arab world is cognizant of the chal-
lenges it faces, as he underscored the need of
further collaboration to overcome these
obstacles.

Speaking on Arab media, he said it faces a
mounting obligation to support sustained
development efforts, describing the sector as a
pillar of security and stability. He also added
that media can be helpful in staving off
extremism and terrorism. KUNA’s Chairman
also acknowledged Arab news agencies for
their contributions to propping up the media
sector through information exchange, saying
he is hopeful that such efforts would persist.

Solid repute
Meanwhile, Secretary General of FANA Dr

Farid Ayar said that Arab news agencies have
forged a solid repute, adding that they seek to
bring visions and goals of grandeur to fruition.
He also spoke of numerous courses and work-
shops FANA has put together in recent years
with the aim of further developing the media
sector in the Arab world.

FANA’s Secretary General also urged Arab
news agencies to focus on punctual and effi-
cient methods to convey world news to its
readers, as he thanked His Highness the Prime
Minister for patronizing the conference. The
two-day conference, which brings together
the head honchos of Arab news agencies,
tackles a myriad of issues germane to the
media sector. —KUNA

Amir, Crown Prince meet Central Bank Governor

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Head of the Financial Control Apparatus Abdulaziz
Dakheel Al-Dahkeel and other executives.

Arab news agencies play 
crucial role in regional issues

Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with
KUNA Board Chairman and Director General and Chairman of the Federation of Arab News Agencies
(FANA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah, and FANA members. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah yesterday received KUNA Board
Chairman and Director General and
Chairman of the Federation of Arab News
Agencies (FANA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij
Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah. Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Duaij was accompanied by heads of the
Arab news agencies taking part in FANA’s
44th General Assembly, Kuwait, October
18-19. During the meeting, His Highness
the Premier extoled the notable role of the
Arab agencies, namely reporting facts with
full objectivity and neutrality.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak emphasized
the necessity of paying further attention to
the efforts made to achieve sustainable
development of the Arab communities, as

well as to counter extremism and terror-
ism, which threaten security, peace and
stability of the region. Head of His
Highness the Prime Minister ’s Diwan
Sheikha Etimad Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
attended the meeting.

FANA delegates meanwhile voiced
gratitude to His Highness the Prime
Minister for his extensive support to the
Arab media, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij said.
During the meeting, the delegates
expressed keenness on enhancing the role
of the Arab media, especially news agen-
cies, to support stability in the Arab World,
through disseminating awareness and cul-
ture, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij added. He
pointed to the notable media role in the
fight against extremism and terrorism.

The Arab agencies’ chiefs voiced pride
over the UN honoring of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah naming him a “Humanitarian
Leader” and Kuwait a “Humanitarian
Center,” the KUNA and FANA chief said.
They noted that His Highness the Amir’s
humanitarian initiatives have alleviated
sufferings of millions of people around the
globe. 

In the meantime, the chiefs vowed to
do their best to promote the media dis-
course and to play an effective role to
counter the challenges facing the Arab
World, and the attempts that distort the
Arab and Muslim people, as well as
enhancing Islamic values of tolerance,
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij said. —KUNA

PM receives FANA chairman, members
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: In less than six weeks, Kuwaitis
will go to the polls to elect a new parlia-
ment. In the run-up to the elections, Kuwait
Times will be interviewing candidates from
across the political spectrum to hear their
views on the challenges facing Kuwait and
what can be done.

In today’s issue, we speak with outspoken
lawyer and former lawmaker Nawaf Al-Fuzai,
from the first constituency. Fuzai plans to
register as a candidate, the fifth time he will
compete in the parliamentary polls. Fuzai is a
well-known political activist and columnist
and regularly comments on contemporary
Kuwaiti issues including growing corruption,
removal of fuel subsidies and other contro-
versial topics. Kuwait Times met Fuzai at his
office in Hawally.

Kuwait Times: What are your expectations
for winning the elections and of the percent-
age of change of MPs in the next parliament? 

Nawaf Al-Fuzai: Every candidate hopes
to win. I believe that presently, the majority
of voters are not satisfied with the efforts of
the lawmakers (of the recently dissolved par-
liament) and are looking for change. The
public didn’t really trust the current crop of

lawmakers due to their poor performance
and failure in resolving various problems or
meeting the demands of the people. The
removal of fuel subsidies and the hiking of
petrol prices without consultation with the
people is a recent example.

I filed a court case against the govern-
ment for  increasing petrol  prices as I
believed that the parliament is unable to car-
ry out its responsibilities. This verdict said
any price hike should pass through the par-
liament, which should approve it, which was
my defense. It was the parliament that sup-
posedly demanded the increase,  and I
believe it made a mistake.

The economic reforms paper is a study sub-
mitted by the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, which included six modules of eco-
nomic reforms including removing subsidies
on fuel. There was no voting on this paper, but
it passed through the parliament. This was
very negative as it didn’t propose an alterna-
tive vision through a law.

Economic reforms
KT: What is your vision for reform in

Kuwait?
Fuzai: In my opinion, economic reforms

should start from the top. The reforms should

start with taxes on family-owned companies
particularly, so we can strike a balance
between budget demands and social justice. I
think it’s not fair to take a one-sided opinion,
as the chamber is not neutral and will definite-
ly defend the interests of the businessmen. It
will push the burden on a category different
from the one it represents. 

This decision of removing subsidies from
petrol led to price hikes of other products. This
issue was one of the reasons behind the disso-
lution of the parliament. The fuel case is now
in the appeals phase, and we are waiting for
the date of the hearing to present our defense.
As I filed this case against the prime minister,
he will be obliged to execute the verdict if we
win the case. 

KT: What is your plan or program for the
elections? What are the issues you will be
focusing on?

Fuzai: I have a vision. I’m known for adopt-
ing cases dealing with squandering of public
funds. I have filed the largest number of court
cases against banks - about 1,000 cases - to
clarify the real status of debtors or borrowers,
who were highly victimized by the illegal
interest rates charged by the banks.

I’m now focusing on public projects that
were carried out with oversized budgets,

including new road projects and others. We
compared these projects to the budgets of
similar projects abroad and their cost was very
high. Also, the social security case is very pop-
ular, which I assume will not be closed with
just the currently accused people, as there are
more people involved.

The Public  Authority for  Investment
Promotion and Export Development has
committed many violations and was referred
to the public prosecution. The Dow Chemical
case was another one I worked on, and the
oil minister at that time was grilled for it and
resigned as a result. These cases have not
been resolved yet, and their costs exceed bil-
lions of dinars.   

More Cases
“The economic situation today is bad and is

pressing on all of us. A report was recently
issued by the World Bank stating that our gov-
ernment is borrowing from the Next
Generations Reserves more than from foreign
entities. There are many questions about this
issue and about the reason of not taking more
effective economic initiatives instead of using
this fund that was established for future gen-
erations in case oil runs out,” Fuzai said.

“There is visible negligence by the gov-

ernment, which is a very serious issue, espe-
cially during this period in Kuwait’s history.
Other countries are now moving to alterna-
tive resources other than oil. Kuwait will be
affected if we don’t change our philosophy
of completely depending on oil for a living.
This is a shared responsibility of the legisla-
tive and the executive powers, including
issuing laws and observing the execution of
these laws,” he said.

“I warned in the past of a possible econom-
ic crisis that may reach the level of bankruptcy
in 15 to 20 years. I’m following closely the cri-
sis in Venezuela, which is one of the world’s
biggest oil producers. Due to the wrong deci-
sions by its former president, he led his coun-
try to famine. We should take a lesson from
their experience.”

Conclusion
“We don’t only demand the change of peo-

ple in the parliament, but a change in ideolo-
gies, agendas and performance, and the
approach of the next MPs towards issues. We
don’t need flattery - we want to see real per-
formance and work to fulfill their promises. I
believe the turnover of the present parliament
will be high - maybe a change of more than
60-70 percent,” concluded Fuzai. 

Candidates Speak

Interview with outspoken lawyer 

and candidate Nawaf Al-Fuzai
‘Price hikes should pass through the parliament’

KUWAIT: Former lawmaker Nawaf Al-Fuzai speaks to Kuwait Times.  —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday urged all gov-
ernment bodies to work on facilitating the suc-
cess of the upcoming parliamentary election
process, starting with the registration of candi-
dates until polling day on Nov 26. The Cabinet
also stressed the importance of strict law
enforcement. 

In this regard, the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor stressed its strong intentions to
monitor the spending of charity funds during
the elections. Charities also warned against
using charity funds as political money to make
electoral   gains during candidates’ campaigns.
They said such acts would be deemed as severe
violations that would result in closing down
any involved charity. 

Similarly, the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs instructed imams and preachers to avoid
using mosques for electoral purposes or show
bias towards certain individuals or blocs. The
ministry added violators will be severely penal-
ized and would be immediately suspended. The
ministry also explained that it would prepare
special sermons urging voters to vote for the
best candidates, avoid tribalism and sectarian-
ism and enhance the spirit of national solidarity
and obedience to the ruler. The ministry will
not allow any sermons or lessons without prior
permission, in addition to banning all illegal
donations. 

In the same concern,  and after several

potential candidates started taking over certain
sites to pitch their electoral campaign head-
quarters even before the candidacy application
date was announced, head of the Capital
municipality inspection team Tareq Al-Qattan
said all ads and signs reading ‘booked’, along
with tents or shacks in any area would be
immediately removed without prior notice.
Qattan said many such violations had been
already removed, adding that campaign sites
had to be booked through the municipality. 

Legally speaking, the head of the fatwa and
legislation department Chancellor Salah Al-
Masaad confirmed that the procedures fol-
lowed by the government on dissolving the
parliament were sound and conformed to arti-
cle 107 of the constitution. “According to the
constitution, HH the Amir is the one responsi-
ble for deciding on the reasons and justification
of dissolving the Assembly because this is part
of his authorities,” he said.  

Secretaries
Meanwhile, National Assembly Secretary

General Allam Al-Kandari stressed the secretari-
at general’s keenness on settling all financial
and administrative matters resulting from dis-
solving the parliament according to standard
rules and regulations. Kandari added that the
secretariat general had received many inquiries
about former MPs’ secretaries and explained
that they will all have to resolve their statuses
with the secretariat after returning to their orig-

inal jobs by Thursday (tomorrow) at most.
Kandari said that certain procedures had been
taken to hand over former MPs’ vehicles and
offices to the secretariat general, adding that if
an MP wishes to keep the vehicle, he would
have to pay the cost of its lease himself. 

Restructuring plan 
Head of the state’s restructuring plan com-

mittee at the Municipal Council Ali Al-Moussa
said that the council has strong intentions to
approve Kuwait’s restructuring plan because
the coming period is a critical one in terms of
regional economic situations and their impact
on Kuwait. Moussa added that the restructur-
ing plan acts as a roadmap for Kuwait. 

One-vote law
Manager of the membership and proclaim-

ing of cooperative societies and unions affairs
department at the ministry of social affairs and
labor Hamad Al-Mutairi said the Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor (MSAL) had closed all
cases filed against the one-vote co-op elec-
toral system and that the last such case filed by
Adail iya Co- op was won by the ministr y.
Mutairi added that Adailiya Co-op will be the
last to use the one-vote co-op electoral system
and that MSAL would start receiving candi-
dates’ applications on Nov 3 for 10 working
days before holding the elections on Dec 9 to
elect nine board members according to the
one-vote system. 

State departments urged to

help make elections ‘a success’

The Palace of Justice

KUWAIT: The Criminal Court postponed
looking into the ‘terrorist cell’ case, in which
26 defendants are involved, to November
29 to announce the rest of the suspects. The
court had held its first hearing on August 16
to examine “behind closed doors” the case
of “training with weaponry outside the
country” which was sent to it by the Court
of Appeals.

On June 21, the Court of Appeals said that
Kuwaiti law renders punishment to all crimes
carried out outside of the country. The court
sentenced the first defendant to death, life
imprisonment to the sixth and cancelled 15

years in prison to 8 defendants and
redeemed them innocent. It also cancelled 5
and 15 years in prison to five defendants and
sufficed to fine them with KD 5001.

In addition, it mitigated the imprison-
ment sentence from 15 to 5 years, 10 to 5
years, and 15 to 2 years for some defen-
dants. In September 2015, the public prose-
cutor lodged criminal charges against the
terrorist cell known as the “Al-Abdali Cell,” in
which 26 defendants were put on trial over
possession of huge caches of weapons and
ammunition, as well as espionage for Iran
and Hezbollah. —KUNA

Court adjourns ‘terrorist

cell’ case to November 29

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya detectives arrested
five gang members (two Syrians and
three Indians) for stealing vans. The
Ministry of Interior’s department of
relations and security information said
in a statement said that the arrests
were made following several com-
plaints by expat van owners in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. The statement said several
patrols roamed the area for five days,
resulting in arresting several suspects,
who named others, who were also
arrested. The gang members said they
used copies of keys to steal the vans,
and used them to transport laborers
and students after altering their
appearance.

Separately, a local liquor brewery in
Faiha was busted by police. A Sri Lankan
woman who ran the place was arrested,
while 610 drums, 400 plastic bottles, 13
warming pumps and a tub full of raw
materials were confiscated. The woman
was sent to concerned authorities.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah met yesterday with
Colonel Waleed Al-Duraie, Acting Director of the Drug Control General Department, and the team that handled a recent case
which concluded with the arrest of a major drug dealer in Kuwait. Sheikh Mohammad acknowledged the officials’ hard work
which falls under the ministry’s strategy to protect the public from drugs, the ministry said in a statement. Undersecretary
Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad attended the meeting.

Van thieves arrested

One of the suspects pictured with two
stolen vans.
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BERLIN: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah was
scheduled to arrive in the German capi-
tal late yesterday for talks with senior
leaders on bilateral relations and issues
of common concern.

The State of Kuwait Ambassador to
Germany, Munther Bader Al-Essa, said in
a statement that Sheikh Sabah Khaled
would meet his German counterpart,
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, to discuss
means of boosting the relations
between Kuwait and Germany.

The German Government considers
its bilateral ties with the State of Kuwait
as stable and cordial, particularly in the
economic, political and cultural sectors.
In 2014, the two countries celebrated
50th anniversary of establishing the ties.
At the political level, the German Foreign
Ministry considers high-level reciprocal
visits as a sign of the two countries sen-
ior leaders’ great concern for maintain-
ing the close relationship.

In April 2010, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah paid a visit to Germany, during
which he held talks with Chancellor
Angela Merkel. Former German presi-
dent, Christian Wulff, came to Kuwait in
February 2011, where he took part in
celebrations marking the 50th anniver-
sary of Kuwait ’s independence. In
December the same year, he paid anoth-
er visit to the Gulf State.

In September 2014, His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the foreign min-
ister visited Germany on the ties’
anniversary. The premier during his stay
in the European country held talks with

Merkel. In 2016, German Parliament
Speaker Norbert Lammert came to
Kuwait, heading a high level delegation,
reciprocating for a visit to his country by
Speaker of the (currently dissolved)
National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem in April 2014.

At the economic level, Kuwait is the
fourth commercial partner for Germany
among the GCC countries after Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Qatar. Kuwait is the
number-one trade partner for Kuwait at
the EU level.

Berlin exports to Kuwait trucks,
equipment, power generators, electrical
and electronic appliances, chemical and
medical materials. The two sides signed
a deal for averting double taxation in
December 1987. Another agreement for
boosting and protecting investments
was inked in 1997. In 2004, the German
business council in Kuwait was re-acti-
vated. Moreover, Kuwait has 12 percent
of stakes in Daimler-Chrysler.

Germany provides medical equip-
ment to Kuwait and the European nation
is a top favored destination for Kuwaiti
patients seeking treatment abroad. In
tourism, Kuwait partakes in the annual
“international tourism bourse.” And,
Berlin relieves Kuwaitis of the Schengen
visa. At the educational level, the two
countries signed a treaty for cooperation
and exchange of students.

The year 2010 witnessed a significant
visit to Germany by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, during
which accords were signed for techno-
logical and scientific cooperation. In
October the same year, the first groups
of Kuwaiti students started studies at
Germany colleges. — KUNA

KUWAIT: In this file photo, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chancellor Angela Merkel during his visit to
Germany in 2010. — KUNA

Kuwait FM due in Germany
for talks on boosting ties

PARIS: The French capital hosts today the
Third French-GCC Forum to discuss prospects
of enhancing mutual trade exchanges, esti-
mated at euro 18 billion in 2015. Conferees are
scheduled to discuss during the day-long
forum, to be held at headquarters of the
French-Arab Chamber of Commerce, mutual
investments and commercial cooperation.

The event will involve two workshops,
themed “role of sovereign funds and funding
organizations in financing small and medium
enterprise,” and “the French-Gulf cooperation
in health and pharmaceuticals.”

France enjoys sold economic ties with
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Bahrain
and Oman. The European nation plays a key
and dynamic role at the regional and interna-
tional levels, with 40 percent of the globe
petroleum reserves and produces 30 percent
of the world daily output of consumed oil.
Moreover, its annual growth rates are higher
than those posted in other member States of
the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD).

According to records of the French-GCC
Chamber of Commerce, GCC exports to the
European nation grew by 17 percent, in 2015,
reaching euro 18 billion, with a surplus in favor
of France exceeding euro four billion. Although
the French-GCC commercial exchanges have
been negatively affected with bearish oil
prices, Paris is seeking to boost the economic
and trade cooperation with the Gulf countries
in various sectors, namely infrastructure.

Kuwait
As to the French economic ties with the

State of Kuwait, the French Foreign Ministry
records showed that the bilateral trade
exchanged rose 31 percent, in 2015, reaching
euro 1.7 billion, against euro 1.3 billion in
2014, thus transforming the trade exchanges’
deficit, recorded at euro 257 million, into a sur-
plus valued at euro 510 million.

The French-GCC cooperation at this level
climbed due to sales of aircraft and transport
equipment, estimated at euro 733 million last
year, compared to euro 114 million in 2014.

France delivered to Kuwait the second batch
of Airbus planes in 2015, in line with a euro 1.3
billion deal signed in 2013. France ranked 10th
among exporting countries to Kuwait, in 2014,
after Germany, South Korea, Indian and Italy.

It is also the 13th among the countries that
import oil from Kuwait — 97 percent of the
Kuwaiti exports to the European country,
according to figures by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). France’s imports from
Kuwait noticeably dropped in 2015, amount-
ing to euro 604 million compared to euro 754
million in 2014, dropping by 20 percent, large-

ly due to the oil prices’ crisis. Although the
French stake in the Kuwaiti market dropped in
the first decade of the 21st century, it had
remained at three percent since 2014, com-
pared to 6.3 percent in 1994.

Saudi Arabia
Turning to the French-Saudi economic ties,

the cooperation has recently grown. Regional
tension since 2011 has helped in boosting
Paris’ import of the Saudi crude oil making up
for stoppage of imports from Libya and slow
rise of exports from Iraq, in addition to the
deficit in the French trade balance, amounting
to euro 2.6 billion in 2013.

Although the French-Saudi exchanges
dropped in 2015, reaching some euro eight
billion compared to euro 12 billion in 2014,
the Kingdom has remained the top commer-
cial partner for France in the Gulf and the sec-
ond at the Middle East level. 

Saudi official figures showed that Paris was
the eighth commercial partner for the
Kingdom in 2015, where the commercial
exchanges accounted to 2.  6 percent of the
Kingdom’s external exchanges.

France ranked the 10th among importing
nations from Saudi Arabia in 2015, where val-
ue of the Kingdom’s exports amounted to
some euro four billion, while French imports
reached five billion, covering oil, infrastruc-
ture, nuclear energy and defense.

UAE
For its part, the UAE is France’s main market

in the Gulf. The GCC country came fourth
among nations that bolstered the French com-

mercial surplus in 2015. It is the second after
Riyadh among the Gulf commercial partners
for France. UAE took 30.7 percent of French
sales in the Gulf last year, slightly dropping by
seven percent compared to 37.7 percent in
2014. French exports to the UAE amounted to
euro 3.8 billion in 2015, in contrast to euro 1.09
billion worth of UAE imports the same year.

Consumer goods, except for agricultural
products, top the list of French exports to the
UAE, accounting to 30.2 percent, followed by

manufactured commodities, 29.05, transport
equipment, 5.14 percent, which dropped by
54.4 percent in 2014 reaching 28.5 percent.

UAE oil products topped the Gulf country’s
exports to France in 2015, accounting to 74
percent, euro 808.5 million, rising by 11.5 per-
cent as compared to 2014, followed by alu-
minum, euro 99 million. UAE investments in
France constitute up to 40 percent of busi-
nesses from the Middle East. They were valued
at euro 4.9 billion in 2013 compared to euro
1.6 billion in 2012. Most of the UAE invest-
ments are in stocks, bonds and property.

Qatar
As to Qatar, France’s trade exchange with

the Gulf country rose by two billion euros in
2015 compared to one billion euro in 2010.
French exports to Qatar are forecast to soar to
the highest level since 10 years ago, buoyed
by a 300 percent hike in the first eight months
of 2015, reaching euro 1.58 billion, including
euro 463 million worth of exports of manufac-
tured commodities-except for aerial equip-
ment. French enterprises in Qatar noticeably
rose in the past years, particularly in aerial
industries, water treatment, construction and
armament. Number of French companies
operating in Qatar reached 294, including 66
firms with full French ownership and 228 ones
in partnership with the Qataris. France is a key
investment market for Qatar. Bulk of the
Qatari businesses are in stocks, property and
luxurious hotels.

Bahrain and Oman
France’s exports to Bahrain rose, in 2013, by

70 percent after delivery of two Airbus aircraft,
worth euro 111 million, to Manama. Total
French exports to Manama reached 235 mil-
lion euros. Last April, the Bahraini Economic
Development Council declared that the trade
balance amounted to some euro 240 million,
compared to euro 180 million in 2012. 

Oil and aluminum constitute bulk of the
Bahraini exports to France. 

The balance of trade between France and
Oman was at euro 700 million during the past
decade. The exchanges rose in 2013 to euro
584.5 million but stabilized in 2015 at euro 518
million. — KUNA

France, GCC meet amid 18 billion  euro trade balance

PARIS: Kuwait’s Ambassador to France Sami
Al-Suleiman has stated that First Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s visit to
Paris today comes at a delicate time for the
whole Middle East region. 
The goal of the two-day visit is to cement
bilateral relations and retain high-level
cooperation as well as to bolster joint action
in handling international and regional issues
of common concern, Ambassador Al-
Suleiman said in an interview. He added that
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled would discuss eco-
nomic, investment and commercial relations
and review the implementation of the previ-

ously signed agreements with France.
During his visit, the Kuwaiti top diplomat

would hold talks with his French counterpart
Jean-Marc Ayrault and would take part in
the anti-Islamic State coalition’s meeting on
Mosul liberation battle, to be held in Paris
Thursday, he pointed out. He noted that the
French officials are looking forward to wel-
come Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled in Paris. They
believe that his visit comes at a delicate time
for the whole region and it provide an
opportunity to re-evaluate the joint ventures
and means for beefing up strategic coopera-
tion, he said. Kuwaiti-French relations have
been steadily growing, particularly after His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s visit to Paris in 2006 and
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s visit
in October 2015.

Both sides have inked eight agreements
and memoranda of understanding for coop-
eration in various domains including a $2.8
billion-worth agreement to sell Kuwait 24
Airbus-built Caracal helicopters. Trade
exchange between the two countries has
rose to 1.7 billion euros in 2015 compared
with 1.3 billion euros a year earlier. Over 112
French companies are operating in Kuwait in
several sectors. — KUNA

Kuwait FM’s visit to Paris touches
on Middle East situation: Diplomat

TASHKENT: Kuwait strongly believes in the
joint efforts to spread religious tolerance and
fight terrorism, said First Deputy Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Speaking at the 43rd session of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC)
Foreign Ministers council yesterday, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled, also Minister of Foreign
Affairs noted that the session under the
theme “Education and Enlightenment: The
Path to Peace and Creativity” aimed to bring
awareness towards the peaceful teachings of
Islam and show the world that our religion
has no relation with terrorism by any means.

He said Kuwait was honored to chair the
42nd session of the council for a year, with
additional extended six months by the
request of Uzbekistan. Kuwait has headed 11
urgent meetings in the time period, seeking
to resolve issues facing the Islamic World,
mainly terrorism, said Sheikh Sabah.

The Foreign Minister spoke of the
Palestinian Cause, noting the increasing suffer-
ing of Palestinians as Israel continues to

expand the settlements and execute acts of
aggression against citizens. He called partici-
pants to join efforts to end Israeli violations
against Palestinians, in accordance with inter-
national laws and the terms of the Arab Peace
Initiative. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled added that
Kuwait will host an international conference
on the suffering of Palestinian children with
Israel’s violation of the UN’s Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

Syrians’ suffering
As for the Syrian crisis, he said Kuwait has

been exerting efforts to ease the suffering of
Syrians affected by the ongoing war.
Mentioning the worsening situation in
Aleppo, he noted that Kuwait has called on
the OIC to hold an urgent meeting on
October ninth to discuss the issue. The
Kuwaiti official called on the UN and the
clashing Syrian parties to apply resolution
2254 to endorse a road map for peace in Syria
and achieve a political solution to end the
war. Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled

expressed regret that clashing Yemeni parties
did not make the best out of the UN-spon-
sored Yemeni peace talks held in Kuwait for
over 100 days. He also expressed support for
the 72-hour ceasefire set to start next
Thursday, announced by UN Special Envoy for
Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmad.

The Senior Kuwaiti official hoped that the
ceasefire would be a step towards reaching
an agreement to end the war, in accordance
with the GCC initiative and the UN resolution
2216. Moreover, he congratulated Iraq on
launching the battle to liberate Mosul from
the so-called Islamic State (IS). Kuwait always
supports Iraq to protect its peace and securi-
ty against terrorist groups.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled spoke about the
suffering of Somalis living in poor conditions.
He noted that Kuwait is set to host an inter-
national conference to develop education in
Somalia. The official also called on the inter-
national community to protect the Rohingya
Muslim minority against continuous attacks
in Myanmar. — KUNA

Kuwait keen on religious tolerance,
counterterrorism: Foreign Minister

TASHKENT: Group picture of participants in the 43rd session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC) Foreign Ministers council meet-
ing in the Uzbek capital. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of Oil Anas Al-Saleh attended on Monday the inauguration of Ahmad
Al-Jaber Oil and Gas Exhibition, being organized by Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) in Al-Ahmadi Governorate. The event gathered CEO of Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) Nizar Al-Adsani and KOC’s CEO Jamal Jaafar as well as other leaders of the oil sector. — KUNA

ANKARA: Kuwait’s new ambassador Ghassan Al-Zawawi presents his credentials to
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. — KUNA

ANKARA: Kuwaiti diplomat Ghassan Al-
Zawawi presented his credentials to the
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan as
Kuwait’s new Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to Turkey. Al-Zawawi
said yesterday that he relayed the greetings
of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
Erdogan after he submitted his credentials.

The Turkish President,  on his part,
relayed similar greetings to the Kuwaiti
leadership, expressing aspiration to boost
ties between Turkey and Kuwait in all
fields. The meeting was attended by the
envoy ’s wife,  advisor at the Kuwaiti
embassy Azzam Al-Asfour, the embassy’s
second secretary Abdulaziz Al-Daleh and
other diplomats. — KUNA 

Kuwait’s new envoy to
Turkey presents credentials 

DUBAI: GITEX Technology Week is a gold-
en opportunity to showcase some of
Kuwait’s technological projects, Kuwaiti
Minister of Cabinet Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-

Sabah said yesterday. Kuwait’s participa-
tion at the event proved how the country
is technologically advanced, especially in
the information and communications tech-
nology, the Kuwaiti minister said after visit-
ing Kuwait’s pavilion at the exhibit. Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Addbullah lauded the level
of organization of the exhibit,  which
improves with every passing year.

Kuwaiti bodies participation at the event
are: Ministry of Finance, Kuwait Credit Bank
(KCB), Public Authority for Civil Information
(PACI), and the Civil Service Commission
(CSC), in addition to others. 

Since its inception in 1981, GITEX has
grown to be one of the most influential
technology events in the world, giving
visitors access to the latest products and
services. GITEX 2016 has launched the
most global startup movement with over
400 entrepreneurs, 250 regional, global
VCs and investors/mentors  f rom 60
countries. — KUNA

Kuwaiti minister highlights
GITEX Tech Week

Sheikh Mohammad 
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah
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By Arwa Al-Waqian

Kuwait International Airport is the eighth wonder of the
world that has not yet been discovered by the Guinness
Book of World Records, archeologists or UNESCO. It is

the only airport with unrivalled characteristics hardly found at
any other airport. It is the only airport where outbound pas-
sengers mingle with those arriving without any separation. 

It is the only airport where you walk according to intuition
unless you reside in Kuwait and are familiar with its ins and
outs. It lacks any signs guiding passengers where to go, and
they will have to act like herds and follow other passengers to
the passport lounge. 

I happened to be travelling out on the second day of the
Eid holidays. The airport was relatively less crowded com-
pared to the previous day, I was told. Policemen acted
friendlily until I saw a passport officer insult an Asian passen-
ger in the Kuwaiti dialect and looking at us in anticipation of
laughs. I was shocked! What happened to professionalism
and good manners?! 

I could not help remembering my own experience with
another passport officer, when he responded rudely to my
inquiry if there was any queue, because I noticed that passen-
gers jumped the line. He threw my passport at me in a rude
manner, and when I asked if there was any problem, he told
me ‘just go away’. So, imagine what non-Kuwaitis go through
when such officers look down on them. 

Having their passports stamped, passengers see others sit-

ting or sleeping on the floor, because all seats and cafes are
occupied simply because the airport is too small and cannot
absorb too many passengers. We know that airport expansion
project started years ago and know that it might remain in
progress forever, just like all other projects in Kuwait. But, peo-
ple, the airport is the country’s frontier and the continuation of
this farce is disgraceful for Kuwait! 

Kuwait is a humanitarian center and the world’s largest
donor. It has built the most beautiful airports and playgrounds
in friendly countries, but does not have a decent airport itself.
Even when visiting the poorest countries on voluntary trips, I
find airports far much better than ours. 

Kuwait International Airport is not only a poor building, but
some of its staff members, namely officers, need special train-
ing courses on how to deal with the public respectfully. It must
have a channel through which passengers can file complaints
in case they are bullied or abused by employees, so that they
could be held accountable regardless of their ranks. This is the
only way to develop airport services.

Finally, I would like to note that it would be unjust and
unfair to compare Doha or UAE airports to Kuwait
International Airport. We only hope we will be alive until
Kuwait has a normal street and normal airport, but it seems
that we stopped dreaming after so many setbacks and disap-
pointments!  

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Kuwait Airport, the 8th wonder of the world!

Crime
R e p o r t

Drug users 
arrested

KUWAIT: Hawally Security Director Brig Abdeen Al-
Abdeen sent several drug users including a Kuwaiti
woman to the Drugs Control General Department (DCGD).
A security source said police patrols in Mishref arrested an
Egyptian man with shabu. Meanwhile, police noticed a car
being driven erratically by a woman, who was found want-
ed to serve a three-year jail sentence. Police found ‘spice’
and ‘shabu’ drugs in her bag, while a bedoon who was with
her had shabu and drugs paraphernalia on him.

Stray bullet

A stray bullet penetrated the window of an intermedi-
ate school in Taima and created fear amongst students.
Criminal evidence personnel inspected the scene, and
detectives are investigating. A case was filed.

Woman assaulted

A citizen attacked a woman before ending up at the Jabriya
police station. Several passersby witnessed the beating and
called interior ministry operations. A Hawally patrol went to
the area and noticed a woman fleeing from a man who was
beating her. Police caught him and freed the woman. The
suspect, a citizen, and the woman, also a citizen, were ques-
tioned. The woman said she knows the man, but a dispute
took place between them because he interferes in her per-
sonal affairs. A complaint was lodged.

Abnormal condition

Police arrested three persons who were in an
abnormal condition. They were caught while
using heroin, and had 13 bags on them. One of
the arrested persons was found wanted to serve a
seven-year jail sentence. The suspects were sent to
DCGD for further legal action.

Man in trouble

A citizen put his cousin in trouble following his arrest
in Jahra. He claimed the car, which contained drugs,
belonged to his cousin and he did not know anything
about its contents. The citizen was sent to DCGD for
further legal action.
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All the decisions made by the government, its
ministries and various establishments sums up
the state of chaos and randomness the so-

called state of institutions is suffering from. The latest
of such decisions was the cut in expat teachers’ rent
allowance from KD 150 to 60, which is way more than
50 percent,   with the excuse of rationalizing expens-
es and annually saving KD 42 million. 

According to Ministry of Education’s statement,
the decision will be applied on 40,000 out of the total
of 65,000 teachers working for it. This is two-thirds of
the teaching staff in Kuwaiti public schools, who will
be affected by this sudden reduction coinciding with
increasing the prices of fuel and that of electricity and
water due to take effect soon. 

In other words, expat teachers’ salaries have been
reduced at a time when cost of living is growing
because of increasing fuel prices. This also means that
rent values will even rise before the new electricity
and water prices are in effect. Once more, the ones
most affected by this will be two-thirds of the teach-
ing staff in Kuwait, taking into consideration that
expat teachers leave their home countries in the
quest for well-paying jobs that would enable them
support their families and lead a decent life back
home on concluding their tenures in Kuwait. They did
not come to Kuwait because they like immigrating
and living as strangers! 

So, the government decided to make the lives of
two-thirds of public school teachers harder with the
excuse of cutting public spending and annually sav-
ing KD 42 million, which will force expat teachers to
one of two options to make up for the difference.
They will either resort to private tuitions, if they do
not already do so, and increase the sums they charge
for it, which means a direct impact on Kuwaitis
themselves, who will in turn demand financial sup-
port, or find a better paying job somewhere outside
Kuwait. If they opt for the second choice, the govern-
ment will then have to look for substitutes for this
huge number of teachers, and this is impossible to
be locally done. 

The government will then have to attract new
teachers in the middle of a school year, provided
those new teachers will actually accept the new pay.
This will surely lead to hiring less competent teachers,
though some of the ones already here are below par.
Although I do not have enough legal knowledge, I
believe the decision is not legally sound and could
lead to an endless number of court orders to com-
pensate teachers, and this will surely cost Kuwait
more than the KD 42 million due to be saved. 

All indicators show that the state is lost and blun-
dering in view of the lack of people with vision
amongst decision makers. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

To cut a long 
story short

Al-Jarida

By Ali Mahmoud Khajah

Election 
Time

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s retired officers department celebrated the first anniversary of its inception, during a ceremony held yesterday and attended by Major General Adeeb Suwaidan, General Director
of the Service Centers General Department.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) and Kuwait National Guard (KNG) held their first annual meeting earlier this week, during which they reviewed the most notable achievements since the two sides
signed a protocol of cooperation six years ago. KFSD Director Lieutenant General Khalid Al-Mikrad and KNG Undersecretary Staff Lieutenant General Hashem Al-Rifaie attended the meeting. —By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Drug possession

Ahmadi police arrested a bedoon man after finding
three shabu envelopes, six capsules of narcotics, 105
capsules of a red substance, in addition to drugs
paraphernalia on him. The suspect, an ex-convict,
was sent to concerned authorities. —Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa
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MANILA: Filipino activists rally against the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) between the US and Philippines in front of the US embassy in Manila, Philippines. —AP

OLONGAPO: In a bar along the
Philippines’ Subic Bay owned by an
American military veteran, the main
topic of conversation is not the upcom-
ing US election despite the Donald
Trump coffee mugs, photographs and
caps on display. The talk is of Philippines
President Rodrigo Duterte’s tensions
with Washington and his courting of
China, which is worrying the bar’s most-
ly American clients who have settled in
the vicinity of the huge Subic Bay base,
a former US navy installation. “The
biggest fear is that one day he’s going to
wake up and say ‘everybody from the
US, get out of town’ and we’d have to
leave our loved ones behind,” said Jack
Walker, a retired Marine sergeant who
has lived in Olongapo, the town around
the base, for five years.

For more than a century the
Philippines and the United States have
had a shared history of colonialism,
wars, rebellion, aid and deep economic
ties. That could change as Duterte’s
three-month-old administration re-
examines the relationship.In a series of
conflicting statements, Duterte has
insulted US President Barack Obama
and the US ambassador in Manila for
questioning his war on drugs, which
has led to the deaths of more than

2,000 suspected users and pushers. He
told Obama “go to hell” and alluded to
severing ties with Washington. Then,
after weeks of anti-American rhetoric,
Duterte said the Philippines would
maintain its existing defense treaties
and its military alliances.

The comments have left Americans
and US businesses in the Philippines
jittery about their future, said Ebb
Hinchliffe, executive director of the
American Chamber of Commerce.
“Every time he opens his mouth and
says something negative about
America, that hurts me personally ...
and from a business standpoint, it’s not
helping,” he said. He said three trade
delegations representing American
technology, financial services and
manufacturing companies had can-
celled trips to the Philippines in recent
weeks. At least two American compa-
nies have opted to do business in
Vietnam instead “because of the presi-
dent’s anti-American sentiment”.
Hinchliffe declined to name the com-
panies or give further details.

Most pro-US nation
The United States effectively ruled

the Philippines from 1898, when it
acquired the country from Spain, until

recognizing its independence in 1946.
About four million people of Philippine
ancestry live in the United States, one
of its largest minorities, and about
220,000 Americans, many of them mil-
itary veterans, live in the Philippines.
An additional 650,000 visit each year,
according to US State Department fig-

ures. According to a Pew Research
Centre study last year, the Philippines
is the most pro-US country in the
world. Despite the shared history,
though, the Philippines has a strong
nationalistic movement that has ques-
tioned the US alliance. In 1991, the
government asked Washington to

vacate the Subic Bay naval facility and
the nearby Clark Air Base.

But as tensions increased with China
over the territorial dispute in the South
China Sea, the Philippines signed an
Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement (EDCA) with the United
States in 2014 that grants Washington
increased military presence through
rotation of ships and aircraft for
humanitarian and maritime security
operations. 

However, Duterte has said that
agreement will be reviewed and he
insists that the Philippines, the third-
largest Asian recipient of American mili-
tary aid after Pakistan and Afghanistan,
can do without assistance.

He was to leave for China yesterday
on a state visit that could shift alliances
in the region. Philippine government
officials have sought to play down
Duterte’s comments. “Where the presi-
dent is coming from is that he wants to
encourage the Filipino people to be
more independent,” said government
spokesman Ernesto Abella. “It’s not so
much an anti-American relationship as
a pro-Philippine sentiment.” Still, the
mood was sombre at Dynamite Dick’s
bar in Olongapo when a Reuters
reporter dropped in recently.

Edward Pooley, a former Marine
colonel who has lived in the Philippines
for nearly 30 years, said Duterte’s words
were “heartbreaking” but he remained
optimistic about the bilateral relation-
ship in the long term. “We’ve always
done a lot of charitable activities and ...
we feel the appreciation. Don’t give up
on us,” he said. The mayor of the city of
220,000, Rolen Paulino, said his people
were “pro-American” but that he sup-
ports Duterte’s shift in foreign policy. “If
the president wants to invite Russia and
China ... I will teach my people Russian
and Chinese because we have to
adapt,” Paulino said.

But many in the business communi-
ty have labelled Duterte’s rhetoric as
largely bluster and take comfort in the
fact that he has yet to translate it into
action. The business process outsourc-
ing (BPO) sector - expected to account
for 9 percent of GDP this year - remains
largely optimistic about growth in the
Philippines. “Suffice to say, there are
questions that are being asked because
of (Duterte’s) statements,” said Danilo
Reyes, country manager of Genpact,
one of the biggest American BPO com-
panies in the country. “But it does not
really translate to actions, we continue
to expand.” —Reuters

Americans in Philippines remain jittery 
President Duterte rails against United States

GABALDON, Philippines: Residents walk along a destroyed high-
way following heavy rains brought by Typhoon Sarika in the town
of Gabaldon, Nueva Ecija province, north of Manila. —AFP

BERLIN: Europe faces a new influx of Islamic
State jihadists if Iraqi forces retake the
group’s stronghold Mosul, officials and ana-
lysts warned yesterday, adding to fears on a
continent battered by a string of Islamist
attacks. Thousands of Europeans have left for
Iraq and Syria over the last two years to wage
jihad, but after the IS suffered a string of terri-
torial defeats this year in both countries,
some of its fighters have begun returning to
the continent.

As Iraqi forces press their offensive in
Mosul, the “caliphate” declared two years ago
by the IS, experts urged Europe to prepare
itself for more battle-hardened jihadists ready
to launch attacks back home. “The retaking of
the IS’ northern Iraq stronghold, Mosul, may
lead to the return to Europe of violent IS fight-
ers,” the EU’s commissioner for security Julian
King told German daily Die Welt. King thought
it was unlikely that there would be a mass exo-
dus of IS fighters from Mosul to Europe but he

stressed that even a handful of jihadists return-
ing would pose a “serious threat that we must
prepare ourselves for”. Around 2,500 European
fighters are still in the conflict zones, said King.

‘Guerrilla attacks’
The IS may become less appealing to

potential recruits if its Iraqi stronghold were to
crumble, but fighters left without a “home”
would pose dangers for the West, said
Raffaello Pantucci, Director of International
Security Studies at the Royal United Services
Institute. “Rudderless but without a sense of
revolutionary purpose, they will present a
menace to security officials around the world
for years to come,” he wrote in the Daily
Telegraph. The IS group “has shown a capacity
to send fighters back hidden among the
refugees coming to Europe. If it is threatened
in Iraq and Syria it may step up the number of
those ‘returnees’ to establish networks or even
launch attacks,” he warned. —AFP

DUBAI: Ten international rights organizations
urged Oman’s Sultan Qaboos yesterday to
revoke an order to close a newspaper and end a
crackdown by authorities on journalists and
activists. A court last month upheld a govern-
ment order to permanently close the Azamn
daily over an article about suspected corruption
within the judicial system. Its editor-in-chief
Ibrahim Al-Maamari and his deputy Yousef Al-
Haj were each sentenced to three years’ jail and
a colleague, Zaher Al-Abri, got one year. They
were convicted of disturbing public order,
undermining the prestige of the state and mis-
using the internet, judicial sources have said.

All three are on bail pending a hearing on
November 7. “These harsh sentences are a clear
attempt to hinder the work of journalists and to
curtail the right to freedom of expression and
opinion in Oman,” said the joint statement by 10
watchdogs including Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) and the Committee to Protect Journalists.
“The imprisonment of journalists whose only

crime was to exercise their profession in a legiti-
mate manner and the censorship of this story
do not bode well for the future of journalism
and civil liberties in the sultanate,” they added.
The groups urged the Gulf state’s ruler to use his
influence to “protect freedom of the media and
freedom of speech...(and) revoke the closure
order of Azamn newspaper”.

The signatories called for the sentences
against the journalists to be revoked and also
for two online activists arrested for expressing
their support for the Azamn three to be released
“immediately and unconditionally”. They urged
Qaboos to ensure that the internal security serv-
ice “stops its attacks on media freedom and free-
dom of expression and its targeting of journal-
ists, online activists and other human rights
defenders”. Also among the signatories are the
International Federation for Human Rights and
the Gulf Centre for Human Rights. Oman ranks
125th out of 180 countries in RSF’s 2016 World
Press Freedom Index. —AFP 

Rights groups urge Oman 
to end media crackdown

Fears rise in Europe 
over jihadist influx
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BAGHDAD: As Iraqi forces close in on
Mosul, trapped civilians report thick
smoke enveloping the city ’s empty
streets as their jihadist rulers attempt to
shield themselves from intensifying US-
led coalition air strikes. After more than
two years of Islamic State group rule,
there is hope but also fear of what lies
ahead. Mosul, a large city split by the
Tigris river, is where IS declared its
“caliphate” two years ago but is now the
jihadists’ last major stronghold in Iraq.

Abu Saif, a 47-year-old former compa-
ny manager contacted by AFP, said the
streets felt eery as fighters and civilians
alike stayed indoors. “The atmosphere in
Mosul is strange, the sky is constantly
black with smoke from tyres Daesh (IS)
lit everywhere,” he said yesterday. “There
is also the black smoke from the burning
oil in the trenches Daesh dug around the
city to hide their members’ movements.
“The streets are empty, the people have
been staying at home since the strikes
started yesterday,” said Abu Saif, a resi-
dent of the eastern half of Mosul.

He said he could hear air strikes and
explosions coming from Bartalla, a
Christian town just east of Mosul on
which Kurdish and federal forces are
advancing. “It seems a lot of Daesh
members have already left this side of
the city and crossed to the other bank of
the river,” Abu Saif said. Military sources
have predicted that east Mosul could be

significantly easier to retake than the
western half, which is considered the
jihadists’ real bastion in the city. “They
still have a lot of snipers perched in high
places around here though and we
know they have lots of car bombs ready
and have planted roadside bombs
everywhere,” he said.

Living in basements
Abu Saif, who is now jobless and

managed to smuggle his family out of
the city earlier this year, said the peo-
ple around him were torn between the
prospect of  being freed from the
jihadists’ yoke soon and the fear that
they will not survive the impending
battle. “There is this happiness inside
us besieged people of Mosul, because
we feel that we are about to be res-
cued,” he said.

“But we are scared that Daesh can still
carry out acts of revenge against the
population.” As the noose has tightened
around Mosul in recent months, IS fight-
ers have executed countless people,
including their own, over accusations of
spying or collaborating with govern-
ment forces. Abu Saif said two people
were executed near Al-Zuhoor school as
recently as Sunday. “There is also the fear
of all these bombs falling from the sky.
People have moved back into the old
shelters that were used during the war
with Iran in the 80s,” he said. — AFP 

Inside Mosul, tense wait 

under the clouds of war

ALEPPO: Syrian Civil Defense group known as the White Helmets try to remove a boy stuck in the debris of a building in the
neighborhood of Qaterji in rebel-held east Aleppo following an airstrike in Aleppo, Syria. — AP 

MOSCOW: Moscow announced yesterday that
Russian and Syrian air forces have stopped
bombing Aleppo ahead of a brief truce, a move
the Kremlin said showed “goodwill” as it faces
mounting criticism for backing a brutal regime
offensive. Russia had said there would be an
eight-hour “humanitarian pause” in the battered
city tomorrow, a move welcomed by the United
Nations and the European Union which never-
theless said the ceasefire needed to be longer to
allow the delivery of aid. The UN said yesterday it
was waiting for safety assurances from all sides
before going in with “critical humanitarian assis-
tance” for Aleppo’s desperate population.

The West has voiced increasing alarm at the
situation in Aleppo, saying the ferocious Russian-
backed onslaught on the rebel-held east could
amount to a war crime. “Strikes in the Aleppo

region by the Russian and Syrian air forces are
stopping today starting at 10:00 am,” Russian
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said in a tele-
vised briefing, adding that the measure was “nec-
essary” to pave the way for the truce. “This guar-
antees the security of civilians’ exit through six
corridors and prepares the evacuation of the sick
and injured from eastern Aleppo,” he said, adding
that it would also guarantee safe passage for
armed rebels to leave eastern Aleppo.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov hailed the
move as a “manifestation of goodwill” and
denied it was meant to assuage Western critics
who have accused Moscow of perpetrating
potential war crimes in Syria’s second city. “This
is an obvious continuation of Russian efforts, on
the one hand, to fight terrorists in Syria, and on
the other, to unblock the situation in Aleppo,”

Peskov told reporters.  “It is exclusively a mani-
festation of goodwill by the Russian military.”
Raids in the eastern neighborhoods of Aleppo
have stopped since the Russian announcement,
but air strikes are still being conducted in the
broader Aleppo region, the Britain-based moni-
toring group Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said yesterday. 

Under siege   
Over 250,000 people are under government

siege in the city that was once Syria’s thriving
commercial hub. Yesterday’s halt in bombing
came just hours after Russian warplanes pound-
ed Aleppo’s rebel-held districts, killing a couple
and their three children, the Observatory said.
On Monday, dozens of civilians including 12
members of the same family were killed in strikes
against Aleppo, the monitor said. 

The brutal government offensive against east-
ern Aleppo-which has destroyed hospitals and
other civilian infrastructure-has plunged Syria
into some of the worst violence since the conflict
erupted in March 2011.  The European Union said
on Monday that the Russian and Syrian air strikes
could amount to war crimes. “The deliberate tar-
geting of hospitals, medical personnel, schools
and essential infrastructure, as well as the use of
barrel bombs, cluster bombs, and chemical
weapons, constitute a catastrophic escalation of
the conflict...  and may amount to war crimes,” EU
foreign ministers meeting in Luxembourg said.

They also warned that the 28-nation bloc
could impose additional sanctions against
Damascus, but decided against targeting Russia
despite US and British calls to punish Moscow as
well. Talks in Switzerland at the weekend involv-
ing foreign ministers from Washington, Moscow
and Syria’s neighbors ended with no break-
through on halting the violence. The talks were
the first international meeting on Syria since
Washington froze bilateral ceasefire negotiations
with Moscow over its unwavering support of the
Syrian regime. 

A short-lived truce brokered by Moscow and
Washington last month could have led the two
countries to coordinate strikes against jihadists,
but the deal quickly unraveled. Shoigu said yes-
terday that the halt in bombing could “con-
tribute to the success” of international military
talks in Geneva on Wednesday on efforts to dis-
tance Syrian opposition fighters from jihadist
group Fateh al-Sham Front, which changed its
name from Al-Nusra Front after renouncing its
ties to Al-Qaeda. Russia has repeatedly demand-
ed that the Syrian rebels break off from Fateh Al-
Sham Front, which the United Nations considers
a terrorist group, as a condition to revive a
ceasefire in Aleppo. — AFP 

Russia and Syria halt Aleppo 

strikes ahead of brief truce
An 8-hour ‘humanitarian pause’ in battered city

BAGHDAD: For one policeman, the battle
for Mosul is a chance to return home as
part of victorious Iraqi forces two years
after leaving the city in defeat. Ahmed,
whose last name is being withheld to pro-
tect his family from reprisals,  fought
against the Islamic State group and was
wounded by a suicide bomber in June
2014, when the jihadists overran Mosul.

He lived in a camp for displaced Iraqis
for more than half a year, then stayed with
family, rejoined the police and is now
deployed in the country’s north. The battle
for Mosul, the last IS-held city in the coun-
try, will bring Iraqi forces back to the scene
of the 2014 debacle, giving them an oppor-
tunity for redemption where they suffered
one of their worst defeats. Prime Minister
Haider Al-Abadi announced the start of the
long-awaited offensive on Monday.

For Ahmed, the operation is personal on
several levels: he is a native of Mosul and
still has relatives living in the city. Retaking
Mosul means a “return to my house and my
family and my people, and this is the same
situation for my friends-we all have rela-
tives” there, Ahmed said by telephone. It is
a chance to “rescue my family and my rela-
tives-I want to save them”, he said. As an
added incentive, “we always feel that the
state considers us traitors, and we want to
prove to them that we are the opposite of
that”, he said. Ahmed said he had been
working in the police for around two years
when IS seized Mosul.

‘Our morale was finished’
Ahmed was out early that day with a

patrol that clashed with IS forces for sever-
al hours before running out of ammuni-
tion and falling back, with two of its mem-

bers dead. Later, a suicide bomber deto-
nated an explosives-rigged tanker truck,
killing a colonel and wounding Ahmed in
the leg. Reinforcements that were said to
be coming from Baghdad did not materi-
alize, and Ahmed and other security per-
sonnel were ordered to withdraw from the
battle, he said. 

“Our morale was finished, and we con-
sidered ourselves dead,” Ahmed said. The
battle for Mosul, which fell on June 10,
2014, was an unmitigated disaster in which
top commanders and the prime minister
played major roles. Ample intelligence
pointed to the impending attack, including
from a captured IS commander who gave
the day of the assault and the planned line
of advance, according to a parliamentary
inquiry into the city’s fall. But that informa-
tion was not acted upon and the attack
went ahead as the jihadists had planned. 

Living in exile
Top officers performed poorly, includ-

ing a general who departed west Mosul
with dozens of armored vehicles the
night before the city’s fall, “greatly harm-
ing the morale of  the f ighters”,  the
inquiry found. Nuri Al-Maliki, the prime
minister at the time, had already weak-
ened the military by appointing “incom-
petent leaders and commanders”, while
the general in charge of Iraqi ground
forces failed to keep units in Mosul sup-
plied with troops and equipment. For
Ahmed, the fall  of Mosul marked the
beginning of a period of exile. Eventually,
a call was made for the province’s police-
men to return to work,  which he did
some eight months after Mosul’s fall-a
period in which he was not paid.  —AFP 

For Iraq policeman, battle for 

Mosul means returning home

AL-HOL: Displaced Iraqis who fled fighting in the Mosul area playing
volleyball at a camp for internally displaced people in the northeastern
town of Al-Hol in Syria’s Hasakeh province.  — AFP 

SIRTE: The Islamic State group’s beleaguered
Libyan stronghold of Sirte has been devastated by
months of fighting, the second time in five years it
has been wrecked. Tanks roar through rubble-
strewn streets while explosions and gunfire rock
gutted buildings. Most of the 120,000 residents
have fled, either in fear of jihadists or forced out by
pro-government forces who have been battling
since May to oust IS from what was once its north
African headquarters.

The 2011 uprising that toppled its most famous
son, the late dictator Muammar Gaddafi, laid waste
to Sirte. Residents rebuilt after the war, but this
year’s fighting has once again left the coastal town
in ruins. Apart from fighters, Sirte is now a ghost
town with no electricity or phone coverage within
a hundred kilometers. Pro-government Libyan
forces backed by American air strikes are gradually
tightening the noose on the few remaining IS fight-
ers holed up in District Three in the east.

IS took over Sirte in June 2015, flying their black
flags above public buildings and imprisoning, cru-
cifying or beheading dozens of people. Jihadists
roamed the streets in pickup trucks to check that
residents were praying at the correct times and
that women did not leave home without a male
minder. Forces allied with Libya’s UN-backed and

internationally recognized Government of National
Unity (GNA) launched an offensive in May to oust IS
from the city and surrounding areas.

‘Bye bye Daesh’
They entered Sirte itself on June 9, and the

jihadists hit back with suicide bombings and
snipers. More than 550 GNA fighters have been
killed and 3,000 wounded in the assault. Shop
fronts throughout town still bear the black stamp
of the “Office of General Services”, the jihadists’ tax
authority. On those walls that are still standing, slo-
gans glorifying IS have been erased and replaced
with “Bye bye Daesh”-an Arabic acronym for IS.
Forces loyal to Libya’s unity government suspect
that the jihadists had local help when they seized
the town. The loyalist forces expelled residents and
were preventing them from returning to “liberated”
areas, said Hadi, the commander of a group of
fighters from Tripoli.

“We do not want to take risks by leaving a
potential enemy behind our backs,” he said, adding
that he had come to fight the jihadists and hoped
“to die a martyr”. While most members of the pro-
government forces are from Misrata half way
between Tripoli and Sirte, fighters have come from
across Libya, he said.  — AFP 

Rebuilt once, Gaddafi’s home town lies in ruins again

SIRTE, Libya: Members of the forces loyal to Libya’s UN-backed Government of National Accord
(GNA) gather in the coastal city of Sirte, east of the capital Tripoli, during their military operation to
clear the Islamic State group’s (IS) jihadists from the city. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The battle for Mosul is a
chance for President Barack Obama to claim
an election-year victory over the Islamic
State group in Iraq and offset failures in Syria.
Ask the White House about the slow motion
catastrophe in Syria and, more likely than
not, officials will talk about the different-if
related-problem of the Islamic State group.
With the battle to retake Mosul kicking off
Monday, the Obama administration now real-
ly has something to talk about. US efforts to
stop the Syrian-Russian bombing of civilians
in Aleppo have come to nothing, another
black mark against Obama’s vexed policies in
the Middle East.

Libya is in chaos, Egypt is run by the military,
while Yemen offers ever-more bloodshed and
embarrassment. And Obama’s refusal to inter-
vene in Syria’s war, which has already killed
300,000 people, will likely have repercussions
for generations to come. But from Aleppo,
head 375 miles east across the Syrian-Iraqi bor-
der, and there is better news.After two years
and some 5,634 strikes against the Islamic State
group, Mosul, the jihadists’ last major redoubt
in Iraq is in the crosshairs of a ground cam-
paign.  Retaking Iraq’s second largest city is
unlikely to be quick. But it would be a major
victory over the Islamic State group in its own
right, and would help Obama greatly.

Obama’s struggle
The bitter 2016 US presidential election

campaign has taken place against a backdrop
of jihadist-inspired attacks from Paris to San
Bernardino, California. Polls show Americans
are more concerned about terrorism today
than at any time since the aftermath of 9/11.
In a TIME/SurveyMonkey poll of 5,478 voters
released this month, 58 percent said terror-
ism and national security should be among
the top three priorities for the next president.
Donald Trump, the Republican who wants the
job, has gained electoral traction with a sim-
ple-if functionally questionable-pledge to
“bomb the shit out of ISIS.” He has repeatedly
accused Obama and his Democratic oppo-
nent Hillary Clinton of “founding” the IS
group-of withdrawing US troops from Iraq
too quickly and creating a vacuum that
allowed the extremists to thrive.

The Islamic State group’s rapid retreat from
towns like Jarabulus and Raqa is likely to fuel
questions about why the jihadists were not
confronted with more military strength on
the ground sooner. Meanwhile, Obama has at
times struggled to find Trump’s levels of clari-
ty. He has tried to show the myriad of actions
his administration has taken to counter IS-
from diplomacy to special ops-while at the
same time tr ying not to overstate their
strength and importance. Privately, aides
argue the group is far from an existential
threat to the United States, and can only be
successful if Americans respond by weaken-
ing their own values and institutions. — AFP 

The battle for Mosul provides 

pre-election boon for Obama
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Rioting inmates beheaded rivals
and burned others alive in an explosion of violence
in two Brazilian jails that left at least 18 people
dead on Monday, the authorities said. Prisoners
also took women visitors hostage, officials said,
blaming the violence on a rift between the coun-
try’s two largest gangs. It was the latest eruption of
gruesome violence to hit Brazil’s underfunded and
overcrowded prisons.

The clash between two rival factions in a prison
in the far northern state of Roraima killed 10 on
Sunday, regional government spokeswoman Jessica
Laurie said. “The inmates were armed with stones
and pieces of wood that they ripped from the walls.
They used those bits of wood to decapitate their
rivals. It was very brutal,” she said. “Seven bodies
were found burned and three others beheaded.” She
blamed a war between the First Capital Command
(PCC) and Red Command (CV), Brazil’s biggest crime
gangs. “PCC’s organized crime faction gave the order
to kill all members of their rival faction in the CV in
every prison across the country,” she said.

Another riot broke out on Monday at a prison in
the northwestern state of Rondonia, officials said. “A
group of inmates blocked their rivals in their cell and

set it on fire.  We suspect a clash between rival fac-
tions,” a police official in the state capital, Porto
Velho said. “There are thought to be eight people
dead, but the bodies are burned and the medical
authorities will have to confirm” the toll, a police
spokesman said. A third riot broke out Monday
evening at a prison in Sao Paulo, police said.
Television footage showed several wings in flames.
“Several prisoners have escaped,” a police
spokesman said. There were no immediate reports
of casualties in the latest riot, which broke out in the
psychiatric ward.

Knives, clubs, hostages
Brazilian sociologist Camila Nunes Dias said the

PCC, based in Sao Paulo, and the CV, based in Rio,
had split  the drugs and arms trade for two
decades. “But they broke that alliance because
both groups have a strategy to expand across
Brazil,” she said. Prisons nationwide have been on
alert since the rival gangs declared war, Roraima
state Justice Secretary Uziel Castro said. But guards
were caught by surprise on Sunday because the
riot broke out during visiting hours-a traditional
time of truce, he added. — AFP 

Inmates beheaded in Brazil prison riots

MISSOURI: Melania Trump (left) shakes hands with former US President Bill Clinton before the town hall debate at Washington
University in this photo. — AFP 

GREEN BAY: White House hopeful Donald Trump
branded Hillary Clinton’s operations a “criminal
enterprise” Monday as he assailed her for creat-
ing conditions for a rigged election, and accused
US media of wanting to “poison” voters’ minds.
Trailing in national polls and in key battleground
states just three weeks before Election Day
November 8, Trump came out swinging on the
campaign trail,  accusing Clinton of colluding
with US authorities to cover up misconduct
regarding her private email system and denounc-
ing it as “one of the great miscarriages of justice”
in US history.

Trump, whose campaign has been reeling in
the face of lewd comments about women and
accusations of sexual assault, has doubled down
on claims of massive voter fraud in 2016, despite
denials from within his own party. Despite a flur-
ry of sexual assault accusations against Donald
Trump and recordings of him boasting that he
uses his fame to grope and kiss women, Melania
Trump on Monday shrugged off her husband’s
“boy talk” in an interview with CNN.

And his team has deployed his wife Melania in
a media blitz to try to tamp down the furor over
the allegations, with interviews airing late Monday
on CNN and yesterday on Fox News. “Those words,
they were offensive to me and they were inappro-
priate. And he apologized to me. And I accept his
apology. And we are moving on,” Trump told Fox,
in an excerpt released by the network.

A firestorm erupted earlier this month when a
2005 video was made public and caught Trump
saying lewd things about women, in a mostly off-
camera conversation with host Billy Bush of the
show “Access Hollywood.” Melania Trump told
CNN that she felt her husband had been “egged
on by the host to say dirty and bad stuff.” The
Republican nominee takes the stage today with
his Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in their final
debate before voters make their choice. Trump
unleashed a litany of complaints recently about
the nation’s election system, and also blamed the
media for his woes, raising concerns about possi-
ble unrest should he lose.

‘Tell the truth!’   
He let loose again Monday at a rally in Green

Bay, Wisconsin. “Voter fraud is very, very com-
mon,” he told a fired up crowd, who at various
times broke into chants of “Lock her up!” “Tell the
truth!” and “CNN sucks!” “This is a rigged election
folks,” he said. “And the media’s trying to rig the
election by giving credence... to false stories that
have no validity,” he added. “They want to poison
the minds of the voters.” Trump also accused
Clinton of colluding with US authorities by seek-
ing to pressure the FBI to alter its findings in a
probe of Clinton’s use of private servers while she
was secretary of state.

Federal Bureau of Investigation documents
released Monday showed a senior State
Department official, undersecretary of state
Patrick Kennedy, had asked the FBI to declassify
or lower the classification of one Clinton email
that had been rated secret.” Trump said the State
Department official made the request for altering
classification “as part of a ‘quid pro quo.’” “We’re

witnessing a criminal enterprise” at work, he said
of the Clinton campaign. “This is felony corrup-
tion by any standard.”

Clinton leads Trump by 12 points, 50 percent
to 38 percent, among likely voters nationwide in
a four-way contest with third-party candidates, a
Monmouth University poll showed. Meanwhile, a
survey from Quinnipiac University had Clinton
leading in several key swing states-Colorado,
Florida and Pennsylvania-and tied with Trump in
Ohio.  A CNN poll puts Trump ahead by four
points in Ohio, but gives Clinton a slight lead in
battlegrounds North Carolina and Nevada. Her
leads in key states correspond to her advantage
of 6.4 percentage points in an average of recent
national polls given by RealClearPolitics.

‘Irresponsible’   
The polls indicate that the allegations swirling

around Trump have taken their toll. Monmouth
found that six in 10 voters believe he made

unwanted sexual advances towards women-
claims he vehemently denies. Trump’s running
mate Mike Pence sought to ease tensions, insist-
ing his camp would accept defeat if voters reject
the Republican ticket at the polls. “We will
absolutely accept the results of the election,” he
told CBS Sunday.

Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted, a
Republican who oversees election operations in
his state, insisted that Trump was being “irre-
sponsible,” after the nominee tweeted a warning
Monday about “large scale voter fraud” in the US
election. “If there is a systemic problem, please
identify it. Don’t just make an allegation on
Twitter. Tell me,” Husted said on CNN. For
Clinton’s campaign manager Robby Mook, Trump
is “desperately trying to shift attention from his
own disastrous campaign.” “He knows he’s losing
and he’s trying to blame that on the system. This
is what losers do,” Mook said during a press call
on Monday. — Agencies 

Trump bashes Clinton 
Melania shrugs off husband’s way with women

ORLANDO: A group of volunteers register-
ing Hispanic voters gets down to business
at an apartment complex in the center of
Florida, one of the key battleground states
in the White House race. The bad news for
Republicans is that most of those waiting
to sign up before Tuesday’s deadline are
Puerto Ricans. Since the 2012 election, the
dire financial crisis in Puerto Rico has
brought hundreds of thousands of new res-
idents from the US commonwealth in the
Caribbean to Florida. They strongly support
Hillary Clinton and could deliver the
Sunshine State to the Democratic candi-
date.  Ana Iris Vazquez, a 54-year-old
housewife, is preparing lunch in her
Orlando apartment when two women
knock on her door. They work for Mi Familia
Vota (My Family Votes), an NGO seeking to
register Hispanics eligible to vote.

“For Hillary!” Vazquez exclaims when
asked who she will vote for on November
8. “If I voted for this man (Trump), we’d all
be screwed,” she says with a smile, referring
to Republican nominee Donald Trump.
When she left her home island, Vazquez
and her fellow new “Flo-Ricans” never
thought they could have the power to
decide the fate of the US presidential race.
But one million Hispanics have come to
this state since 2012, most of them Puerto
Ricans. Many have settled in the Orlando
area-home to Disney World and other
theme parks.

“The migration of Puerto Ricans has
really made a huge impact on the number
of Hispanics registered to vote in central
Florida,” says Mark Hugo Lopez, director of
the Pew Hispanic Research Center. Puerto
Ricans are US citizens and are eligible to
vote in the US mainland unlike foreign
immigrants, who must first become citi-
zens, a process that can take years. The 1.9
million Hispanics currently registered to
vote in Florida represent 15.4 percent of
the state’s electorate. According to Pew,
between 2006 and 2016, the number of

registered Hispanics increased 61 percent.
Most of them are Democrats.

Swing state   
At the Mi Famil ia  Vota off ice in

Orlando, a dozen volunteers are preparing
to register voters in supermarkets and
homes. Hand-colored signs glued to the
wall chart the 28,200 Hispanics that the
group has registered so far. “Wherever the
Puerto Rican voting trend goes is where
you wil l  see the Hispanic vote go” in
Florida, said Soraya Marquez, the group’s
state director. Historically, elections in
Florida have been extremely close
between Republicans and Democrats. In
2000, Republican George W Bush won the
state-and the presidency-with a 537-vote
margin over Democrat Al Gore.

For decades, every Republican elected
president has carried Florida. The last one
who won without the southeastern US state
was Calvin Coolidge in 1923. That explains
why both candidates have so fiercely court-
ed Florida voters in the campaign’s home
stretch. With 20.2 million people (24.5 per-
cent of them Hispanic), Florida is the third
most populous US state. But more impor-
tant than its size is Florida’s swing state sta-
tus-from election to election, it tends to
alternate between the two major parties
and by an extremely small margin.

Florida is complex electorally because it
is anything but homogeneous. The south
leans Democratic,  the nor th leans
Republican, and the center is a close race
that’s widening because of Puerto Rican
migration. It is this election’s real battle-
field. “Anything can happen because the
state is very evenly divided,” says Kevin
Hill, an associate professor of politics and
international relations at Florida
International University. According to the
latest Real Clear Politics poll averages,
Clinton is 6.4 percentage points ahead of
Trump nationwide, but in Florida the mar-
gin is 3.6 points. — AFP 

In Florida, Puerto Ricans could 
help sway the White House race

PARIS: Midway through releasing a
series of damaging disclosures about US
presidential contender Hillary Clinton,
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange says
his hosts at the Ecuadorean Embassy in
London abruptly cut him off from the
internet. The news adds another layer of
intrigue to an extraordinary campaign.
“ We can confirm Ecuador cut off
Assange’s internet access Saturday, 5pm
GMT, shortly after publication of
Clinton’s Goldman Sachs (speeches),” the
group said in a message posted to
Twitter late Monday.

With both WikiLeaks and Ecuadorean
officials refusing to say much more about
the incident, outsiders were left to guess
at what was happening behind closed
doors at the embassy suite at No. 3 Hans
Crescent, a stucco-fronted building which
Assange has called home for more than
four years.  Had Ecuadorean diplomats
lost patience with their famous Australian
houseguest? Had they finally bowed to
pressure from Washington to muzzle the
outspoken ex-hacker following one reve-
lation too many? Had there been some
other kind of confrontation?

WikiLeaks said unspecified “contin-
gency plans” were in place and its Twitter

account was still active Tuesday. On
Monday it released the latest tranche of
emails from senior Clinton ally John
Podesta, suggesting that, for now at least,
the group’s ability to publish has not been
compromised.  The disclosure was the
10th installation in a series of leaks which
have captured the workings of Clinton’s
inner circle and included excerpts of her
well-compensated speeches to invest-
ment bank Goldman Sachs.

WikiLeaks staffers Kristinn Hrafnsson
and Sarah Harrison did not return repeat-
ed messages seeking comment. A woman
who answered the phone at the embassy
said she was not authorized to say any-
thing. Ecuador’s Foreign Minister
Guillaume Long, approached by The
Associated Press on the sidelines of a
United Nations conference in Quito on
Monday, declined to comment when
asked about Assange. His office later
released a terse statement in response to
“the speculation of the last few hours” reaf-
firming Assange’s asylum status and saying
that “his protection by the Ecuadorean
state will continue while the circumstances
that led to the granting of asylum remain.”
The statement made no mention of
Assange’s internet access.   — AP 

Mystery swirls around Assange’s 
status at Ecuadorean Embassy

FRANCO DA ROCHA, Brazil: Handout video grab taken from SBT shows inmates sitting in the
courtyard of the prison in Franco da Rocha, in the state of Sao Paulo, as several barracks burn
in flames when clashes between rival factions in different jails across Brazil left at least 18
inmates dead. — AFP 

SAN DIEGO: For some, the apology went
too far. For others, it didn’t go far enough.
For many, it was just right. The president of
one of the largest police organizations in
the United States on Monday apologized for
historical mistreatment of minorities, calling
it a “dark side of our shared history” that
must be acknowledged and overcome.
Terrence Cunningham, president of the
International Association of Chiefs of Police,
said at the group’s annual conference that
police have historically been a face of
oppression, enforcing laws that ensured
legalized discrimination and denial of basic
rights. He was not more specific.

Cunningham said today’s officers are not
to blame for past injustices. He did not
speak in detail about modern policing, but
said events over the past several years have
undermined public trust. His comments
come as police shootings of black men have
roiled communities in Ferguson, Missouri;
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and suburban St
Paul, Minnesota; and as black shooters have
targeted officers in Dallas, the St Louis sub-
urb of Ballwin and Baton Rouge. “While we
obviously cannot change the past, it is clear
that we must change the future,”
Cunningham said. “We must forge a path
that allows us to move beyond our history
and identify common solutions to better
protect our communities.

“For our par t ,  the f irst  step in this
process is for law enforcement and the
(International Association of Chiefs of
Police) to acknowledge and apologize for
the actions of the past and the role that
our profession has played in society’s his-

torical mistreatment of communities of col-
or,” he said. Cunningham received a stand-
ing ovation for his remarks from thousands
of law enforcement officials before he
introduced US Attorney General Loretta
Lynch, who largely avoided the topic. He
has been police chief since 1999 in his
hometown of Wellesley, Massachusetts, an
affluent, overwhelmingly white, low-crime
suburb near Boston. 

He served three years as vice president of
the police chiefs association before becom-
ing president in 2015 for a one-year term.
David Alexander I I I ,  police chief in
Pensacola, Florida, said recognizing histori-
cal injustices is key to addressing race rela-
tions, just as acknowledging domestic vio-
lence was a step forward. “When you don’t
know the history and you say, ‘Well, there is
no problem,’ then you pretty much present
yourself as insensitive to the issues,” said
Alexander, who is black. “The issue of racial
tension has been a part of American history
since its settlement.”

Delrish Moss, who has been police chief
of Ferguson, Missouri, since May and is
black, said he had negative encounters with
police when he was growing up, including
being called racial epithets. “There are com-
munities that have long perceived us as
oppressors, there are communities that
have long perceived us as the jackbooted
arm of government designed to keep peo-
ple under control, and that’s one of the
things we have to work hard to get past,”
Moss said. “I’m glad it’s being addressed ...
because the only way to get past it is to first
acknowledge the existence of it.” — AP 

Reactions are mixed to 
police leader’s apology

In this file photo, WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange participates via video link
at a news conference marking the 10th anniversary of the secrecy-spilling
group in Berlin.  — AP 
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WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama, first lady Michelle Obama, Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi, and his wife Agnese Landini, wave from the Truman Balcony of the
White House in Washington yesterday, during a state arrival ceremony. — AP

ROME: Barack Obama praised the politi-
cal  “v is ion” of  I ta l ian Pr ime M inister
Matteo Renzi in a newspaper interview
yesterday ahead of a state visit by Renzi
to Washington, and criticized EU rules
that rein in national budgets. “I believe
the austerity measures have contributed
to slowing growth in Europe,” the US
president told la Repubblica daily, adding
that  Renzi  understood the need for
reforms to increase productivity and
stimulate investments.

Obama’s words are a boost for Renzi,
who faces a referendum on constitutional
reform that could decide his political future

and whose 2017 budget targets a fiscal
deficit higher than previously agreed with
the European Union. Obama said European
policies aimed at capping budget deficits
and lowering debt had led to years of stag-
nation and high unemployment in several
countries. “That is why I believe the vision
and the ambitious reforms Prime Minister
Renzi is following are so important,” he said.
Renzi “recognizes the need to make the
investments necessary to sustain growth
and jobs and increase opportunities.”

Renzi’s reforms in areas such as the labor
market, the state bureaucracy and educa-
tion have so far failed to boost Italy’s chron-

ically sluggish growth and his popularity
has fallen over the last 18 months. He has
said he will resign if he loses a Dec 4 refer-
endum on his plan to overhaul the consti-
tution by reducing the role of the Senate
and cutting the powers of regional govern-
ments. A large majority of opinion polls
over the past month have put the “no”
camp ahead. Former Prime Minister Mario
Monti, whose austerity measures are wide-
ly credited with saving Italy from a debt cri-
sis in 2011 and 2012, said yesterday he
would vote “no”.

He told Corriere della Sera daily the
new role of the Senate was unclear and

criticized Renzi for what he said was an
irresponsible budget that undermined
public finances by offering hand-outs to
persuade people to support the referen-
dum. Brussels will issue a verdict this year
on the budget.  European Commission
officials are concerned about Italy’s inabili-
ty to bring down a public debt of around
133 percent of national output, the high-
est in the euro-zone after Greece’s.
However, they are also reluctant to hurt
Renzi ahead of the referendum which they
fear could bring political instability if he
loses and favor the rise of the eurosceptic
5-Star Movement. — Reuters

Obama hails Renzi’s Italian 
reforms, slams EU austerity

PM negotiating with Brussels over 2017 budget

SANAA: Fire and smoke rise after a Saudi-led airstrike hit a site believed
to be one of the largest weapons depots on the outskirts of Yemen’s capi-
tal, Sanaa. —AP 

ADEN: The United Nations has announced a new
ceasefire in war-ravaged Yemen from tomorrow,
after a week of escalated fighting sparked new
international calls to end the conflict. While
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi’s govern-
ment and its Saudi backers said they would sup-
port the truce, there has been no word from the
Iran-backed rebels who control the capital Sanaa
and other areas of the Arabian Peninsula country.

A cessation of hostilities that first went into
effect in April “will re-enter into force at 23:59
Yemen time (2059 GMT) on 19 October 2016, for
an initial period of 72 hours, subject to renewal”,
UN special envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed said in a statement late Monday. Yemen
has been rocked by war since the Shiite Houthi
rebels and allied forces loyal to ousted president
Ali Abdullah Saleh overran Sanaa in September
2014. The conflict escalated after a Saudi-led
Arab coalition began a campaign against the
rebels in March 2015.

The UN says the fighting has since killed
almost 6,900 people, wounded more than 35,000
and displaced at least three million, with civilians
paying the heaviest price amid a worsening
humanitarian crisis. UNICEF’s representative in
Sanaa, Mohammed al-Assadi, told reporters

Sunday that “10 million” children in Yemen need
“water, food, medicine, social protection, and
general services”. The United States, Britain and
the UN peace envoy on Sunday urged the warring
parties in Yemen’s civil war to declare a ceasefire.

Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdulmalek Al-
Mekhlafi welcomed the truce which he said will
be extended if the rebels adhere to it, activate a
truce observing committee, end a months-long
siege of Taez and allow “unrestricted” humanitar-
ian aid into the loyalist-controlled third city.
Before the UN announcement, Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel Jubeir also said Riyadh was in favor
of a truce if the rebels respect it, the daily Asharq
Al-Awsat reported.

Sixth truce attempt
This is the sixth attempt to establish a Yemen

ceasefire. The April truce declared in conjunc-
tion with the start of peace talks in Kuwait was
hardly observed on the ground, with each side
blaming the other for violations. It collapsed as
the talks ended in August with no break-
through, prompting an intensified round of
fighting. The Arab coalition stepped up its air
raids and cross-border attacks from Yemen on
Saudi Arabia intensified.  — AFP 

Purged North Korea 
diplomat reappears 

SEOUL: A veteran North Korean diplomat reportedly
purged over the recent defection of the deputy ambassa-
dor to Britain has appeared in public-albeit without his for-
mer job title. South Korea’s mass-circulation JoongAng Ilbo
reported last week that vice foreign minister Kung Sok-Ung
had been dismissed and expelled from Pyongyang to a
rural farming area with his family. But on Sunday the
North’s official KCNA news agency noted Kung’s presence
at a football match in the capital. The KCNA report referred
to him as the “former vice minister”, confirming he was no
longer in his original post but suggesting he may have just
retired. The Chosun Ilbo newspaper in Seoul quoted a
source as saying that Kung’s daughter was still living in
Pyongyang and acting as a guide for foreign visitors. As the
vice foreign minister, Kung, 72, had special responsibility
for European affairs. His dossier fuelled speculation he
might have been punished for the defection two months
ago of the North’s deputy ambassador to Britain, Thae
Yong-Ho, and his family to South Korea. 

UK police probe 
rape allegations 

LONDON: British police are investigating an allegation
of rape at the Houses of Parliament against an aide to
a Conservative Party MP, the politician’s spokesman
said yesterday. London’s Metropolitan Police on
Monday announced an investigation into the alleged
rape which is said to have occurred in the early hours
of October 14. “A 23-year-old man was arrested that
same day on suspicion of rape. He has been bailed
pending further enquires to a date in mid-January
2017,” the Metropolitan Police said. Investigators did
not publicly name the victim or the suspect, who was
identified by British media as an aide to MP Craig
Mackinlay who represents the ruling Conservative
Party. A spokesman for Mackinlay said the politician
“was made aware of an allegation against a member of
his staff” on Friday morning.  “Following a request
made by the police and parliamentary services he
granted full access to his Westminster office. “Mr
Mackinlay is currently awaiting further information
from the police,” they said. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Venezuela court raises 
obstacle to recall vote

CARACAS: Venezuela’s Supreme Court has raised another
obstacle to an opposition drive for a referendum on recall-
ing leftist President Nicolas Maduro, who is blamed for a
deepening economic and political crisis. Proponents of a
recall already faced a high hurdle: they must collect signa-
tures from 20 percent of the electorate-or about four mil-
lion voters-over a three-day period from October 26 to 28.
But in a ruling Monday the Supreme Court raised the bar
even higher by making it 20 percent of the electorate in
each of the country’s 24 states in order to force a recall
vote. “The failure to collect that percentage in any of the
states or the capital district would nullify the validity of a
presidential recall referendum,” the court said. Maduro’s
popularity has plummeted as his oil-rich country has spi-
raled into chaos, with the economy now in its third year of
a deep recession, exacerbated by the plunge in world oil
prices. Inflation is expected to top 700 percent this year,
and ordinary Venezuelans are struggling with widespread
shortages of food and medicine. 

6 people found alive 
with severed hands 

GUADALAJARA: Five men and a woman were found
alive on Monday on a road in western Mexico with
their hands amputated and their foreheads marked
with the word “I’m a thief.” The victims were mutilated
by a criminal group linked to drug trafficking, which
also left a dead man on the road and two bags with
the severed hands in Tlaquepaque, near Guadalajara,
Mexico’s second biggest city, police said. “They’re in a
delicate state of health,” local police commander
Roberto Larios told reporters. “Their stumps were
wrapped in plastic.” Drug cartels often leave the dis-
membered bodies of victims on roadsides in Mexico,
making the discovery of six mutilated people alive all
the more unusual. The dead man, 39, was apparently
beaten to death and his hands were not cut off. He was
married to the woman, who is 44. The other men are
aged between 25 and 43. Authorities suspect that the
gruesome crime is linked to drug dealing. Two of the
victims have rap sheets. 

Retired top US General 
pleads guilty to lying 

WASHINGTON: A retired top US general pleaded guilty
Monday to making a false statement during an FBI probe
into a classified intelligence leak about a cyberattack
against Iran’s nuclear program in 2010. Marine Corps
General James Cartwright, 67, formerly the vice chairman
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was accused of lying to investi-
gators when he said he had not confirmed classified infor-
mation to New York Times journalist David Sanger. Sanger
wrote a book describing a joint US and Israeli operation
that deployed a virus called “Stuxnet” that reportedly
destroyed or damaged centrifuges being used by Iran to
enrich uranium in 2010. The malicious code reportedly
dealt Iran’s disputed nuclear program a serious blow.
“After investigators showed Cartwright a list of quotes and
statements from David Sanger’s book, a number of which
contained classified information, Cartwright falsely told
investigators that he was not the source,” prosecutors said
on a charge sheet. 

Retired Marine Gen James Cartwright

UN announces truce in new attempt to end Yemen war

CHIOS: Standing with a group of children
outside a refugee camp on the Greek
island of Chios, little Roza can’t wait to get
an early start to her day. “Good school,
good school!” she beams, her backpack on
and pigtails bobbing. Roza, a Syrian Kurd,
is one of a small group of children in
Greece’s island camps fortunate enough
to get some schooling. Thousands of oth-
ers count education as just another loss in
the long list of deprivations on the har-
rowing road from home. 

Roza is one of some 270 children who
are learning English, mathematics, arts
and creative skills with “Be Aware and
Share” (BAAS), a Swiss NGO which has
been active on Chios since May. Operating
out of a converted former restaurant in
the island’s port capital, the 20-strong
team runs classes for children from the
age of six, as well as workshops for
teenagers about cooking or going to the
supermarket. The school also promotes
acceptance of other national back-
grounds. And hygiene, including tooth-
brush use. “We’re not here to replace
mainstream school,” says Nicholas Millet, a
British volunteer and one of the founders
of the BAAS school. “We provide an aca-
demic curriculum (but) for us, this is about
children feeling like children again.” BAAS
project manager Jacob Rohde says the
program provides “a drop of normality” for
children who also experience regular out-
breaks of violence in the camp.

‘A sense of safety’
But he believes that getting children

into mainstream Greek schools is an

“absolute necessity.” “Going to a normal
school would provide these children with
so much more of a sense of structure,
safety and normality,” the 28-year-old
German told AFP outside the school.
Inside, a teacher can be heard strumming
a guitar for youngsters in class. 

At the makeshift Souda camp, 28-year-
old Djeneba from Mali is one parent who
has agreed to send her child to the Swiss
volunteer program. “I want what is best for
my child, she is the reason I’m here,” says
this divorced mother, who fled Mali after
her firstborn daughter died from the
effects of genital mutilation. There are
more than 60,000 refugees and migrants
in Greece. Among them are thousands of
children, including around 2,000 who are
entirely on their own-many under the age
of eight. More than half of these unac-
companied minors - 1,200 in all-are stay-
ing on the islands of the eastern Aegean.
According to the UN children’s agency
UNICEF, refugee children in Greece have
on average missed 20 months of school.

‘A very big mistake’
On the mainland, the Greek education

ministry last week began after-hours
classes for some 1,500 refugee children in
20 schools around the country. However,
there are currently no classes on offer at
schools on several islands housing
migrant camps. The education ministry
says children in island camps, many of
whose parents have applied for asylum
and are waiting to be relocated to the
mainland, are on hold as their transfer
could be imminent. — AFP 

LUDWIGSHAFEN: German chemicals giant
BASF said the two people who died after
an explosion and subsequent fire at its flag-
ship production complex at Ludwigshafen
on Monday were both members of the
site’s own fire brigade. They were respond-
ing to a minor fire near the huge complex
of plants’ river harbor on Monday morning
when a pipe exploded that most likely con-
tained propylene or ethylene, BASF told
journalists at a news conference yesterday. 

The resulting blaze took fire fighters 10
hours to extinguish and forced BASF to
shut down more than 20 facilities, includ-
ing its two steam crackers which produce
the basic hydrocarbon chemicals used to
produce a wide range of plastics and other
chemicals. The harbor at which the explo-
sion occurred serves as a terminal for tak-

ing in combustible fluids such as naphtha
and methanol that are important for BASF’s
supply of raw materials.

One person is still missing following the
blast and is believed to be in the water. Six
of the 25 people injured are still in inten-
sive care, Ludwigshafen city official Dieter
Feid said at the news conference. BASF
management board member Margret
Suckale said the company was facing “big
challenges” in supplying its customers after
the blast cut off the supply of raw materi-
als, but said its main concern was for the
deceased, the injured and their families for
the moment. She said she could not yet say
what the financial damage of the explosion
would be, but said it would take some time
to start up the steam crackers again once
the area had been cleared. — Reuters

2 fire fighters killed in blast 
at German chemical complex

LUDWIGSHAFEN: Smoke rises from the Chemical plant of the BASF site in
Ludwigshafen, western Germany. — AFP 

On Greek islands, children
of war hungry for school



DHAKA: A Bangladeshi Islamist party
allied to the opposition has elected a new
chief untainted by war crime allegations,
seeking to turn the page after the execu-
tion of several of its top leaders. Jamaat-e-
Islami said in a statement late Monday it
had sworn in former school teacher
Maqbul Ahmed as its leader after a secret
ballot of party members.

Ahmed takes over from Motiur Rahman
Nizami, who was hanged in May after a
controversial tribunal convicted him of
murder during the country’s 1971 war of
independence with Pakistan. Four other
top leaders, including the party’s secretary
general, its two joint secretaries and its
main financier, have been executed since
2013 following trials that rights groups
have condemned as unfair. They were tried

by the same war crimes tribunal set up by
the secular government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, which said Jamaat leaders
had to be prosecuted to heal the wounds
of the war.

Sources close to Jamaat said Ahmed,
believed to be in his early seventies, had
been chosen from a panel of three senior
party officials who had not been tainted by
war crimes. In his debut speech he paid
tribute to Hasina’s father, who led the war
of independence against Pakistan, in a sign
the party is looking to break from its past
policies. “He is an experienced leader and a
very good organizer,” said Abul Asad, the
editor of the pro-Jamaat Bengali daily
Sangram. “He has said he wants to forget
the pains and sorrows of the past and
wants to look forward.” — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: Three staff at an Indian hospital
have been suspended after a deadly blaze in
the intensive care unit, authorities said yester-
day, as the toll from the disaster rose to 20.
Fire broke out on Monday night in the dialysis
ward of the hospital in eastern Odisha state
before quick ly spreading to other f loors,
k i l l ing 19 seriously i l l  patients who were
unable to flee the blaze. Another patient died
in hospital yesterday after being rescued from
the burning building, said police inspector
Sharat Kumar Sahu. “The toll is now 20 as one
more person has succumbed to his injuries,”
he said. “We can also confirm that three mid-
level hospital staff have been suspended pri-
ma facie (for) negligence.”

About 40 critically ill patients were in the
ICU of the SUM hospital  in state capital
Bhubaneswar when the fire broke out. In all
more than 100 were rescued by firefighters

who smashed windows to get them out of the
burning building. “Some patients were evacuat-
ed by breaking a window on the first floor and
then they were lowered to the ground floor.
And some of them were evacuated through the
adjoining operation theatre which was empty
at that time,” said Odisha’s health secretary Arti
Ahuja. “There are about 106 people who are
(now) in different private and government hos-
pitals,” she told the NDTV news channel.

In a separate incident, two people died early
yesterday morning when a high-rise luxury
apartment block in the western city of Mumbai
caught fire. Firefighters said 11 people had to
be rescued from the blaze and two died of
asphyxiation after they became trapped in the
stairwell. The cause of the fire was not immedi-
ately clear. Such disasters are relatively com-
mon in India, partly because of poor safety
standards. In 2011 more than 90 patients were

killed in the eastern city of Kolkata when a fire
raged through a private hospital, trapping
many people inside the building. Most died
from inhaling toxic gases. Ahuja said the hospi-
tal in Odisha had been sealed off and a detailed
inquiry would be carried out to establish the
cause of the disaster.

Local television stations showed images of
firefighters wearing masks smashing glass
panes to enter the building. Police inspector
Sahu said more than 100 firefighters had bat-
tled the blaze for around five hours until it was
brought under control. Most of the critical
patients were on ventilators and died in the
blaze, he said. The state’s chief minister Naveen
Patnaik said yesterday that he had visited the
evacuated patients in hospital and ordered an
inquiry into what he called a “tragic incident”. A
government relief fund would bear the cost of
their treatment, he said on Twitter. — AFP 

India hospital fire 

death toll hits 20 
Three staff suspended after deadly blaze

JOHANNESBURG: Political drama, cor-
ruption allegations and even wedding
party controversies-the Gupta family, one
of South Africa’s wealthiest, has been
accused of wielding undue influence
behind the scenes. Now the immigrant
family is at the centre of a row battering
President Jacob Zuma after allegedly
offering key government jobs to those
who might help the Gupta family’s busi-
ness interests.

Who Are The Guptas?
The corruption scandal has renewed

scrutiny about Zuma’s ties with Ajay, Atul
and Rajesh Gupta, three brothers from
the northern Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh. Led by Atul, they arrived in
South Africa in 1993 as white-minority
apartheid rule crumbled and a year
before Nelson Mandela won the coun-
try’s first democratic elections. As the
country opened up to foreign invest-
ment, the Guptas-previously small-scale
businessmen in India-built a sprawling
empire in computers, mining, media,
technology and engineering. The New
Age, a pro-government newspaper, was
launched in 2010, and the 24-hour news
channel ANN7 started broadcasting in
2013.They also developed close links
with the ruling African National Congress
(ANC) party, and particularly with Zuma,
well before he became president in 2009.

What are the alleged links?
Zuma’s son Duduzane is a director of

the Gupta’s Sahara Computers, named
after their hometown of Saharanpur, and
has been a director of several other
Gupta companies. Zuma’s third wife
Bongi Ngema and one of his daughters
have also been Gupta employees.
Deputy finance minister Mcebisi Jonas
claimed in March that the Guptas had
offered him the post of finance minister,
providing the first public testimony of
their alleged involvement in cabinet
appointments. Last week the BBC report-
ed that little-known ANC lawmaker David

van Rooyen visited the Guptas’ home the
night before his appointment as finance
minister in December. Mines Minister
Mosebenzi Zwane is also seen as close to
the Guptas.  Both the Guptas and Zuma,
who has described the brothers as
friends, deny any wrongdoing.

Where do they live?
Now in their 40s, the Guptas hold

court at their residential and business
headquarters in a huge high-security
compound in Saxonwold, an upmarket
district of Johannesburg.  It has a helicop-
ter pad and they reportedly travel with
their own chefs and bodyguards. But as
pressure has increased on them this year,
they were reported to be moving their
base to Dubai and to have bought a large
residence in the city.  They said in August
that they plan to sell their South African
assets.  Public anger towards the family
soared in 2013, when a jet carrying 217
foreign guests to a Gupta wedding land-
ed at Waterkloof Air Force base, outside
Pretoria. The airport is a military facility
normally used to receive heads of state.

What happens now?
The Guptas complained voraciously

when South Africa’s largest banks closed
their accounts earlier this year. The family
lobbied unsuccessfully for Finance
Minister Pravin Gordhan, who is at log-
gerheads with Zuma, to intervene. But on
Friday Gordhan disclosed in a court affi-
davit that the Gupta family and associat-
ed companies were implicated in “suspi-
cious transactions” worth $480 million
over four years. On Monday the family
denied reports that money had been
removed from the rehabilitation fund of a
mine they bought, saying the claim was
“another example of groundless innuen-
do”. They also vowed to respond this
week to Gordhan’s affidavit.  Zuma last
week blocked the release of a watchdog’s
report into his relationship with the
Guptas. A court hearing into the case is
due next month. — AFP 

The Guptas: 3 brothers at 

heart of S Africa scandal 

BHUBANESWAR: Indian rescue workers lower a body of a victim of a massive fire at the SUM hospital building in Bhubaneswar, the capital of
coastal Odisha state. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia yesterday rejected a claim by
rights group Amnesty International that condi-
tions on a tiny South Pacific island where about
400 Australian-bound asylum seekers are held
“amount to torture”. Under Australia’s tough
immigration policy, asylum seekers intercepted
trying to reach the country by boat are sent for
processing at a camp in Nauru or to Manus
Island in Papua New Guinea (PNG) and are not
eligible for resettlement in Australia. Many asy-
lum seekers on Nauru are being driven to
attempt suicide to escape the prison-like condi-
tions they face in indefinite detention, Amnesty
alleged in a detailed report.

“I reject that claim totally. It is absolutely
false,” Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull told
Australian Broadcasting Corp radio of the torture
claim. “The Australian government’s commit-
ment is compassionate and strong.” The deten-
tion was a “systematic regime of neglect and cru-
elty,” said Amnesty, adding that its findings were
based on both desk research and field work in
Nauru between July and October. “The condi-

tions on Nauru - refugees’ severe mental
anguish, the intentional nature of the system,
and the fact that the goal of offshore processing
is to intimidate or coerce people to achieve a
specific outcome - amounts to torture,” it added.

The Nauru government did not respond
directly to the Amnesty report but criticized an
ABC TV story that made similar allegations and
quoted children on Nauru, where refugees are
mainly from Iran and Afghanistan. “It was clear
these children were coached,” the government
said in a statement, calling the ABC report
“biased political propaganda and lies”, and “an
insult to the people of Nauru”. Almost 60 people,
or about 15 percent of the 410 men, women and
children on the island, reported they had either
attempted suicide or had thoughts about harm-
ing themselves, Amnesty said.

Despite receiving refugee status, they contin-
ue to be confined to poor accommodation with
little access to medical care, it said, adding that
children, who number just over a tenth of the
detainees, suffered disproportionately. “I met

children as young as nine who had already tried
to kill themselves and were talking openly about
ending their l ives,” said Anna Neistat, an
Amnesty official. Amnesty’s report, titled “Island
of Despair”, joins a chorus of criticism by human
rights groups of Australia’s immigration policy,
and comes just weeks after the United Nations
said Nauru was failing to protect children.
Yesterday, the United Nations issued fresh criti-
cism of Australia’s human rights record.

Australia’s policy of jail terms of up to two
years for detention centre workers who reveal
details of the operation curtails free speech,
said Michel Forst, the UN independent observer
for human rights defenders. Turnbull’s govern-
ment has been trying to organize resettlement
of the asylum seekers in other countries, but
has so far struck a deal only with Cambodia
that has proved unpopular with refugees.
Asked if he was in talks with the United States
to take some of the detainees,  Turnbull
declined to comment but stressed they would
not be allowed to enter Australia. — Reuters

Australia-bound refugees 

driven to suicide on Nauru 
Australia rejects Amnesty’s description of ‘torture’

SYDNEY: Amnesty International’s senior director for research Anna Neistat speaks during a press conference in Sydney yesterday, as Amnesty
said in a report that asylum-seekers and refugees on tiny Nauru were “driven to absolute despair”. — AFP 

BANGKOK: Thais should “socially sanction”
those who defame the monarchy following
King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s death, the jun-
ta’s justice minister said yesterday, as fresh
videos emerged of mob justice against
people accused of insulting the institution.
The death tomorrow of the world’s longest
reigning monarch has left the nation
bereft of its key pillar of unity and seen
mass outpourings of grief from black-clad
Thais. But it has also unleashed small but
vocal ultra-monarchist forces, including
mobs and online crusaders scouring the
web and bent on punishing anyone per-
ceived to have insulted the monarchy.

“There is no better way to punish these
people than to socially sanction them,”
Justice Minister Paiboon Koomchaya told
reporters yesterday, as he vowed to “pur-
sue those people who violate the law”. His
message comes amid a growing number
of cases of vigilantism by royalist Thais
against people accused of insulting the
monarchy. At 10.30am a video was broad-
cast live on Facebook showing a mob kick-
ing and beating a man and forcing him to
prostrate himself in apology for allegedly
insulting the monarchy.

During the beating, which appeared to
take place in Chonburi east of Bangkok,
the man cried out: “I didn’t mean to do it, I
love the king! It’s my fault.” Another video
uploaded to social media late Monday
showed an elderly woman on a Bangkok
bus being berated and slapped in the face
by commuters in the presence of police
over alleged comments. Thailand’s monar-

chy is protected by a draconian lese
majeste law that outlaws criticism with
punishments of up to 15 years in jail for
each insult uttered. Prosecutions have
surged under the military which seized
power two years ago, and record-breaking
sentences have been handed down in
some cases.

‘Bunker mentality’ 
The arch-royalist junta has done little to

tamp down hardline public sentiment by
presenting the monarchy as under attack,
said David Streckfuss, a Thailand-based
expert on the monarchy. “They’ve created
a sort of bunker mentality,” he said, adding
that there was no evidence of a genuine
republican movement in Thailand to justify
such an approach. “The closest thing to
any anti-monarchy movement is just a vari-
ety of unconnected individuals who want
to be able to make public comments about
the monarchy as it is an important public
institution,” he said. 

The lese majeste law makes detailed
discussion or debate about the monar-
chy’s role-and its future after Bhumibol’s
70-year reign-all  but impossible.  The
atmosphere in Bangkok has been over-
whelmingly somber and calm since the
death of the k ing.  Late Monday
Bhumibol’s oldest daughter,  Princess
Ubolratana, 65, made a surprise visit to
well-wishers outside the Grand Palace.
“We have to work to move forwards, not
backwards,” she said according to video
uploaded by eyewitnesses. — AFP 

Minister urges ‘social sanctions’ 

as mobs hunt Thai royal critics

BANGKOK: Privy Council President Prem Tinsulanonda (left in yellow) receives
Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha (center in purple) during an event to
celebrate the annual Songkran festival in Bangkok. — AFP 

Bangladesh Islamists elect a

new leader after executions



I N T E R N AT I O N A L
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2016

BEIJING: With a tale of a dead pet tortoise given
Buddhist rites and a senior official shedding tears
for his crimes, state television has begun airing a
documentary that takes viewers behind the scenes
of some of China’s most dramatic corruption cases.
The eight-part series that k icked off late on
Monday promises an unusual war ts-and-all
approach to revealing the story behind the dirty
deals and extravagant lifestyles uncovered by graft
busters from the ruling Communist Par ty.
President Xi Jinping has waged a sweeping war on
deep-seated corruption since assuming power
almost four years ago, vowing to go after powerful
“tigers” as well as lowly “flies”.

Three of those “tigers” get camera time in the
first episode Bai Enpei, the former party boss of
southwestern Yunnan province; Zhou Benshun, an
ex-party chief of northern Hebei province and Li
Chuncheng, a former deputy party boss of south-
western Sichuan. Bai and Li have both been con-
victed, while Zhou awaits trial. The juiciest details
come from the probe into Zhou. Against a back-
drop of images of a Buddhist temple and to the
sound of monks chanting, the documentar y
describes Zhou’s involvement in “superstition”.
Party officials are not supposed to practice religion
and the charge of superstition is often leveled
against the corrupt to further blacken their names.

Zhou “set his expectations upon protection
from supernatural beings and was widely involved
in superstitious practices”, the narrator says. “After
a tortoise died at his home, he specially had scrip-
tures transcribed and buried with it.” Zhou even
had a nanny for his pets, investigator Wang Han
told the program. The three disgraced officials all
admitted their guilt in appearances on the show. It
was not possible to confirm if they participated
willingly, or to reach family members or lawyers
for comment. However, the party views contrition
and confession favorably, and officials have avoid-
ed death sentences if they are judged to have
shown remorse or cooperated.

Describing his failings, Sichuan’s Li, given a 13-
year jail term last year, struggled and failed to
keep back tears. “From a young age I hoped that
under the leadership of the party ... I could get
progress for society, make the people happy,” Li
said. “In the end, because of myself, I didn’t get
there. I really let the party down. I let the people
down.” The show is called “Always on the Road”, a
reference to the party’s vow not to relax in stamp-
ing out corruption, and further revelations are
promised later in the week. The first episode was
widely discussed on Chinese social media, with
some saying they found Li’s tears theatrical and
unconvincing.— Reuters

Tears and tortoises - Chinese TV unveils graft secrets 

TOKYO: A Shinto priest leads a pack of lawmakers at Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

TOKYO: Dozens of Japanese lawmakers visited a
controversial war shrine yesterday in an annual
pilgrimage criticized by China and South Korea,
which see it as a painful reminder of Tokyo’s
aggressive past. The group of about 85 politi-
cians arrived at the leafy Yasukuni shrine in cen-
tral Tokyo during a four-day autumn festival. Led
by priests, the dark-suited lawmakers entered the
main shrine building to pray for Japan’s war dead
as they bowed at the threshold. The visit comes a
day after Prime Minister Shinzo Abe-often criti-
cized for what some see as revisionist views on
Japan’s wartime record-sent an offering to the
shrine, but avoided a visit.

Yasukuni honors millions of Japanese war
dead, but also senior military and political figures
convicted of war crimes after World War II. The
indigenous Shinto religious shrine has for
decades been a flashpoint for criticism by coun-
tries that suffered from Japan’s colonialism and
aggression in the first half of the 20th century,
including China and Korea. South Korea in a
statement expressed “deep concern and disap-

pointment over the fact that (lawmakers) have
once again sent offerings to and paid tribute at
the Yasukuni Shrine, which glorifies Japan’s past
war of aggression”.

Seoul called on Japanese politicians to
“demonstrate through action their humble self-
reflection and sincere remorse for Japan’s past
wrongdoings”. While Japan-China relations have
been on the mend, Beijing also had a frosty
response to the lawmakers’ visit. “We hope
Japan’s politicians can maintain a correct view of
history, and do more to promote cooperation
with and win the trust of neighboring Asian
countries,” said foreign ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying. Earlier yesterday four Chinese
coastguard ships entered Japan’s territorial
waters close to disputed islands that have been a
thorn in the side of diplomatic relations for years.

Paying respects 
Visits to Yasukuni by senior Japanese politi-

cians routinely draw an angry reaction from
Beijing and Seoul. More controversial than the

shrine itself is an accompanying museum that
depicts Japan as a liberator of Asia and a victim
of the war. Abe and other nationalists say
Yasukuni is a place to remember fallen soldiers
and compare it to Arlington National Cemetery
in the United States.  “Ever y countr y pays
respects to people who died for his or her
country,” said Hidehisa Otsuji, who headed the
group of lawmakers.

The site attracts many ordinary visitors who
come to pay their respects to friends and rela-
tives who died in military conflicts. “I heard that
my grandfather died in the battlefield so I came
here to comfort his spirit,” said Kazuya Ono, a
40-year-old businessman, who visited Yasukuni
yesterday. “I prayed for him to be well in heav-
en.” Abe visited the shrine in December 2013 to
mark his first year in power, a pilgrimage that
sparked fury in Beijing and Seoul and earned a
diplomatic rebuke from close ally the United
States which said it was “disappointed”. He has
since refrained from going, sending ritual offer-
ings instead.— AFP 

Dozens of Japanese lawmakers 

visit controversial war shrine
Shrine seen in China, Korea as symbol of past militarism

HANOI: Vietnam and the United States yes-
terday launched the second phase of a
dioxin clean-up in Danang, where millions
of litres of Agent Orange were stored dur-
ing the war between the former enemies.
The US sprayed the defoliant over large
swathes of southern jungle during the
Vietnam War to flush out Viet Cong guerril-
las, and Vietnamese victims’ groups have
long blamed the toxic residue for deformi-
ties and disease. Though Washington has
disputed the link between dioxin exposure
and bad health, the US government has
committed to help clean up toxic land in
the communist nation.

The countries, whose relations have
warmed in recent years yesterday began
treating 45,000 cubic metres of soil con-
taminated with dioxin at Danang Airport, a
task expected to be finished by mid-2017.
“I am encouraged by how this project con-
tinues to be a symbol of our honesty about
the past, dealing with what remains and
turning an issue of contention into one of
collaboration,” US ambassador Ted Osius
said at the scene, according to a statement.  

The first phase of the clean-up, which
also treated 45,000 cubic meters, was com-
pleted in May. “The long-term impact of the
project will be the elimination of potential
health risks associated with dioxin expo-
sure from the site,” the US embassy state-
ment said. Osius and Vietnam’s Vice
Minister of National Defense Nguyen Chi
Vinh switched on a thermal treatment sys-
tem yesterday at a ceremony in Danang,
where they were photographed before a
giant mound of covered earth. The thermal

technology heats the contaminated soil to
temperatures high enough to break down
dioxin into harmless compounds.  

Danang Airbase was a key site in the
defoliant program, and much of the 80 mil-
lion liters (21 million gallons) of Agent
Orange used during “Operation Ranch
Hand” was mixed, stored and loaded onto
planes there. The airbase is considered a
“dioxin hotspot”, where concentrations of
toxic contaminants from Agent Orange are
well above the globally-accepted maxi-
mum standard.  Victims groups say rates of
cancer, birth deformities and other dioxin-
related diseases are higher than the nation-
al average around the site. The government
says up to three million Vietnamese were
exposed to Agent Orange, and at least
150,000 children were born with birth
defects as a result. 

Helicopter missing
In another development, a Vietnamese

army helicopter carrying three people dis-
appeared from radar yesterday, the defense
ministry said, sparking fears of another
deadly military aviation accident in the
communist nation. Eleven people have
been killed in army air accidents this year
alone, although the country has a strong
civil aviation record. Officials said yesterday
they were searching for the helicopter after
it disappeared in the southern province of
Ba Ria-Vung Tau with a pilot and two
trainees on board. “During training the heli-
copter lost contact northwest of Dinh
mountain,” the ministry said in a statement
on its website. — Agencies 

Vietnam and US launch 
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WELLINGTON: A US Navy warship
will visit New Zealand next month
for the first time since the 1980s,
ending a 30-year-old military stale-
mate between the countries that
was triggered when New Zealand
banned nuclear warships. New
Zealand Prime Minister John Key

announced yesterday that he has
given clearance for the destroyer
USS Sampson to visit during cele-
brations of the Royal New Zealand
Navy’s 75th anniversary.

The visit marks a continued thaw
in military relations, which turned
frosty when New Zealand enacted

its nuclear-free policy in the mid-
1980s. The policy prevents ships
that have nuclear weapons or are
nuclear powered from visiting.
Because the US won’t officially con-
firm or deny if its ships have nuclear
capabilities, New Zealand imposed
a blanket ban on US ships. But Key

said he’d taken advice from his own
officials and was “100 percent confi-
dent” the USS Sampson wasn’t
nuclear powered or carrying
nuclear weapons.

“I think it’s a sign of the fact that
the relationship between New
Zealand and the United States is tru-
ly in the best shape it’s been since
the anti-nuclear legislation was
passed,” Key said. “All of those last
vestiges of the dispute that we had
have really been put to one side.”
Key said he didn’t think the result of
the upcoming US presidential elec-
tion would affect the relationship.
The dispute began in 1985 when the
New Zealand government refused
to allow a US destroyer to visit. The
US responded by downgrading its
military ties. New Zealand passed its
nuclear-free law in 1987.

The relationship improved after
2001, said Rear Admiral John Martin,
the chief of the New Zealand Navy,
when New Zealand agreed to send
Special Forces and later a recon-
struction team to Afghanistan. The
US and New Zealand signed defense
agreements in 2010 and 2012.
“We’ve been working with the US
Navy for many decades and we’re
looking forward to hosting them
down here,” Martin said. “A birthday
is not complete without your
friends.” Mark Gilbert, the US ambas-
sador in Wellington, said the visit
helped clarify the improvement in
the relationship. He said the US and
New Zealand shared similar values
and had much in common, from cul-
ture to tourism. “We’re all very excit-
ed,” Gilbert said. — AP 

BEIJING: As China marks 80 years since
the Red Army ended its epic Long March,
the Communist Party is attacking revi-
sionist history in an effort to compel rev-
erence for its founding legend. Facing
annihilation at the hands of Nationalists
during China’s civil war in 1934, some
80,000 Communist soldiers and leaders-
Mao Zedong among them-broke
through encircling forces and embarked
on a grueling escape. Nine out of 10 had
deserted or died by the time the last
units reached Yanan in the northern
province of Shaanxi as much as two
years later, where Mao and his cohorts
founded a base from which they went on
to take over the country.

According to Communist Party lore the
marchers travelled at least 12,500 kilome-
ters through some of the country’s most
remote and hazardous terrain. The
anniversary is being marked this week,
with a daily drumbeat of newspaper arti-
cles and op-eds-plus dozens of TV dra-
mas, documentaries, trivia contests, radio

broadcasts and special exhibitions-
extolling their heroism. President Xi
Jinping has put his stamp on the occa-
sion, visiting museums in the northern
region of Ningxia and Beijing. Xi has
declared the party must emulate the
march’s spirit in pursuit of his “Chinese
Dream”, a vaguely defined promise of
national rejuvenation, and the party’s cen-
tenary goal to build a “moderately pros-
perous society” by 2021.

“We, the new generation, should
accomplish our new Long March,” he said.
The drive comes just ahead of a top party
meeting in the capital this month, with
speculation mounting that Xi may delay
appointing a successor and seek to stay in
power beyond the traditional 10-year
term. Evoking the legend is “a good
reminder to everybody that the party
actually did, and does, stand for some-
thing” despite the Communist Party’s loss
of “purpose and legitimacy”, Trey McArver,
a London-based China politics analyst at
Trusted Sources research firm said. — AFP 

China president revives Long 
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US Navy warship to visit NZ 

Ending 30-year stalemate

In this file photo, navy personnel line the deck of the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS
Sampson during a commissioning ceremony in Boston. The US Navy warship will visit New Zealand next
month for the first time since the 1980s, ending a 30-year-old military stalemate between the countries that
was triggered when New Zealand banned nuclear warships. — AP 

HANOI PROVINCE: US Ambassador to Vietnam Ted Osius (centre left) and Vietnam’s
Deputy Defense Minister Gen Nguyen Chi Vinh (centre right) attend a ceremony mark-
ing the start of the clean-up of dioxin contaminated-soil in central Danang city. — AFP 

BEIJING: Uruguay’s President Tabare Vazquez (left) shakes hands with Chinese
President Xi Jinping during a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing yesterday. — AFP 
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Two key opposition figures, former Assembly speaker
Ahmad Al-Saadoun and deputy speaker Khaled Al-Sultan
did not attend the meeting. The two figures have explicit-
ly announced that they will not run in the election
because the opposition will not be able to change the
status quo. Other leading MPs who have said they will
not run include Faisal Al-Mislem, Khaled Al-Tahous,
Mohammad Al-Khalifa and others.

Dozens of opposition activists meanwhile visited the
houses of a number of former MPs to convince them to
end their boycott and contest the election in order to
prevent “corrupt” lawmakers reaching the house. The
activists visited the residence of former Islamist MP
Jamaan Al-Harbash, who did not provide a clear-cut

answer, telling the activists that he is contemplating the
issue. The activists also launched a Twitter campaign to
urge opposition leaders to contest the polls in order to
win a majority in the 50-seat Assembly.

Controversial lawmaker Abdulhameed Dashti told
Syrian government news channel that he plans to contest
the election despite living outside the country to escape
over 30 years of jail terms against him for insulting Saudi
Arabia and Bahrain. The Islamic Constitutional Movement
said it will name six candidates to run in the polls. The lib-
eral Kuwait Democratic Forum said yesterday the dissolu-
tion of the Assembly is like a time bomb that could drag
the country into further political disputes. It said in a state-
ment that although the decision appears to fulfill constitu-
tional requirements, the reasons for dissolving the
Assembly are very weak and could trigger a legal battle.

Former opposition MPs to likely end polls...

Continued from Page 1

The text had created unease at the top of the organiza-
tion, with Michael Worbs, who chairs UNESCO’s executive
board, saying he would have liked more time to work out
a compromise. The resolution was voted on last Thursday
at the committee stage, with 24 votes in favor, six against
and 26 abstentions. There were two absentees. UNESCO
chief Irina Bokova also distanced herself from the resolu-
tions, saying in a statement that “nowhere more than in
Jerusalem do Jewish, Christian and Muslim heritage and
traditions share space”.

Israel’s envoy to UNESCO defended the Jewish
state’s suspension of its cooperation with the organiza-
tion as a “proportional reaction” to the resolution
passed yesterday. “I hope it will not last long,” Shama
Hacohen told AFP. He also saw Mexico’s decision to
change its position yesterday from voting in favor of
the resolution to abstaining as a small victory. “We
hope it will come to a point that the Palestinians under-
stand that there is no place for these games at
UNESCO,” he said. The UN body also yesterday adopted
a separate, less controversial resolution on schools in
Palestinian territories. —AFP 

UNESCO adopts Jerusalem resolution

Continued from Page 1

Speaking to AFP from inside Mosul, resident Abu Saif
said heavy smoke was hanging over the city as the mili-
tants burned tyres to shield themselves from air strikes.
While the sounds of explosions could be heard coming
from outside the city, its streets were eerily quiet, the 47-
year-old former company manager said. “The streets are
empty, the people have been staying at home since the
strikes started yesterday,” Abu Saif said. “There is this hap-
piness inside us... because we feel that we are about to be
rescued,” he said. “But we are scared that Daesh (IS) can
still carry out acts of revenge against the population.”

The long-awaited Mosul offensive was launched on
Monday, with some 30,000 federal forces leading Iraq’s
largest military operation since the 2011 pullout of US
troops. Retaking Mosul would deprive IS of the last
major Iraqi city under its control, dealing a fatal blow to
the “caliphate” the jihadists declared two years ago after
seizing large parts of Iraq and neighboring Syria. Iraqi
commanders said IS fighters were hitting back with sui-
cide car bomb attacks but that the offensive was going
as planned.

“Many villages have already been liberated,” said
Sabah Al-Numan, the spokesman of the elite counter-ter-
rorism service. “Iraqi forces have achieved their goals and
even more, but we’re careful to stick to the plan and not
rush this.” The two main fronts are south of Mosul, where
forces are moving from Qayyarah, and east, where anoth-
er push involving Kurdish peshmerga fighters is under
way. In the south, forces inching forward along the Tigris
river were training their sights on a village called
Hammam Al-Alil, while units east of Mosul entered
Qaraqosh, once Iraq’s biggest Christian town.

Iraqi forces have significant ground to cover before
reaching the boundaries of the city, which IS is defending
with berms, bombs and burning oil trenches. IS forces are
vastly outnumbered, with the US military estimating
3,000 to 4,500 militants in and around Mosul. A video
released yesterday by the IS-linked Amaq news agency
showed masked fighters in battledress patrolling a
deserted, dimly lit thoroughfare in what it said was
Mosul. “America will be defeated in Iraq and will leave,
God willing, again - humiliated, wretched, dragging its
tail in defeat,” one of the fighters said to camera.

The US-led coalition said strikes destroyed 52 targets
on the first day of the operation. “Early indications are

that Iraqi forces have met their objectives so far, and that
they are ahead of schedule for this first day,” Pentagon
press secretary Peter Cook said. Most of the coalition’s
support has come in the shape of air strikes and training,
but US, British and French special forces are also on the
ground to advise local troops.

“It could be a long battle, it’s not a blitzkrieg... It’s a
lengthy affair (lasting) several weeks, maybe months,”
French Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian told
reporters in Paris. France will host an international meet-
ing today on the political future of Mosul, while the coali-
tion’s defense ministers will meet in Paris next Tuesday to
assess progress on the military front. Aid groups are brac-
ing for a potentially massive humanitarian crisis, with
some warning yesterday they were preparing for the pos-
sible use of chemical weapons by IS.

Mosul is Iraq’s second-largest city and the UN fears
that up to a million people could be forced from their
homes by the fighting. “There are real fears that the
offensive to retake Mosul could produce a humanitarian
catastrophe, resulting in one of the largest man-made
displacement crises in recent years,” warned William
Spindler, spokesman for the UN refugee agency.

Both the Red Cross and the International Organization
for Migration raised concerns of IS using chemical
weapons. The Red Cross was training healthcare workers
and providing equipment to facilities around Mosul “that
would be able to absorb the cases of people contaminat-
ed,” Robert Mardini of the group’s Near and Middle East
division told reporters in Geneva. Iraqi troops and police
have been joined on the battlefront by an array of some-
times rival forces, including the Kurdish peshmerga,
Sunni tribal fighters and Iran-backed Shiite militia.

IS once controlled more than a third of Iraq’s territory
but its self-proclaimed “state” has been shrinking steadily.
Experts warn that the jihadists are likely to increasingly
turn to insurgent tactics as they lose ground. The group
has claimed a string of deadly suicide bombings in
Baghdad in recent days. IS has also organized or inspired
a wave of attacks in Western cities and yesterday the
European Union’s security commissioner raised concerns
over the potential impact of Mosul’s fall.

“The retaking of the IS’ northern Iraq stronghold,
Mosul, may lead to the return to Europe of violent IS
fighters,” Julian King told German daily Die Welt. He said
even a handful of militants returning would pose a “seri-
ous threat that we must prepare ourselves for”. — AFP 

Iraqi forces make gains in push to retake...

SEOUL: Walking into an empty women’s bathroom stall,
Park Kwang-Mi waves a hand-held detector around the
toilet seat, paper roll holder, doorknob and even the
ventilation grill on the ceiling. “It’s my job to make sure
there’s no camera to film women while they relieve
themselves,” the 49-year-old said after similarly inspect-
ing dozens of public toilet stalls at a museum in Seoul.
“It’s weird that there are people who want to see some-
thing like that...but this is necessary to help women feel
safe,” she told AFP.

A member of Seoul city’s all-female “hidden camera-
hunting” squad, Park is at the forefront of a battle against
“molka”, or “secret camera” porn. South Korea takes pride
in its tech prowess, from ultra-fast broadband to cutting-
edge smartphones. Around 90 percent of its 50 million
people possess smartphones - the highest rate in the
world. But it’s a culture that has also given rise to an
army of tech-savvy Peeping Toms in a still male-domi-
nated country with a poor record on women’s rights.

Many use special smartphone apps to film up
women’s skirts as they ride subway escalators or sit at
desks, and spy cameras to gather footage from changing
rooms and toilet stalls. The images are then often shared
to numerous molka speciality sites on the Internet. Such
practices have become so rampant that all manufactur-
ers of smartphones sold in South Korea are required to
ensure the cameras on their devices make a loud shutter
sound when taking photos. 

Molka crimes are daily news, and perpetrators cover a
broad social range. A pastor at a Seoul mega-church with
100,000 members was caught filming up a woman’s skirt
on an escalator. His smartphone was packed with similar
images of other women. A 31-year-old obstetrician was
jailed for secretly filming female patients and nurses in a
changing room and sharing some of the images on the
Internet. And the head coach of South Korea’s national
swimming team resigned last month after two male
swimmers were found to have installed a hidden camera
in the locker room of their women teammates.

According to police data, the number of molka crimes
jumped more than six-fold from about 1,110 in 2010 to
more than 6,600 in 2014. While some offenders use
smartphones, others employ spy-style gadgets, includ-
ing ballpoint pens, glasses or wrist watches equipped
with micro lenses, said Hyun Heung-Ho, a detective
attached to Seoul police’s metro squad. The squad was
established in 1987 to fight subway crime like pickpock-
ets, but now its main focus is on tackling various kinds of
sexual harassment, including molka crimes.

“It’s tough because the technology they use advances
so fast, like special apps to mute camera sound or to
show something else on the display while the camera is
rolling,” Hyun told AFP. The majority of men nabbed by
the squad are in their 20s or 30s - and include many col-
lege-educated, white-collar workers. “They generally cry
and beg to be let off, saying they were ‘simply curious’,”
Hyun said.

Convicted offenders face a fine of up to 10 million
won ($9,100) or a maximum jail term of five years. To
help with their crackdown, police have offered cash
rewards to those reporting molka crimes and the Seoul
city council has hired dozens of women like Park to
scour bathrooms and other spaces for hidden cameras.
Office worker Lee Hae-Kyung said she, like many of her
friends, tried to avoid toilets in public spaces like subway
stations. “If I urgently need to use a public toilet, I always
inspect the doorknob or the flush handle,” the 38-year-
old told AFP.

“It’s scary because many molka are apparently filmed
by normal people like office workers ... so who knows?
An ordinary-looking guy standing next to you in the
subway may be filming up your skirt,” she said.
Whenever a man stands behind Lee on an escalator, she
slightly turns her body to face him or look him in the eye
- a move detective Hyun says can act as a strong deter-
rent. According to Lee Na-Young, a sociology professor
at Hanyang University in Seoul, the only real solution is a
societal one.

Lee said “upskirt videos” had been avidly consumed in
South Korea and Japan for decades. “Both are deeply
conservative nations where open discussion of sex is
quite taboo, people feel sexually oppressed and women
are relentlessly objectified and discriminated against,”
she said. South Korea - Asia’s fourth-largest economy -
has long been ranked bottom for women’s rights among
OECD member nations.

Average pay for South Korean women is 63.3 percent
that of men - the lowest in the OECD - and women
account for 11 percent of managerial positions and 2.1
percent of corporate boards - far lower than the OECD
average of 31 percent and 19 percent. In this environ-
ment, some men view women as nothing more than
sexual objects, Lee said, describing the molka trend as a
“wrong marriage between fast-evolving technology
and slow-evolving patriarchal culture”. “The molka prob-
lem won’t be solved unless we deal with this bigger
social problem through education at home and at
school,” she said. —  AFP 

On the trail of S Korea’s 

high-tech Peeping Toms

SEOUL: This picture taken on Aug 18, 2016 shows a member of Seoul city’s “hidden camera-hunting” squad
(left) and a policewoman inspecting a women’s bathroom stall to find “secret cameras” at a museum. —  AFP 



The voices cascade into the studio, denouncing political
hypocrisy and media bias and disappearing values.
Hillary Clinton is a liar and a crook, they say; Donald

Trump is presidential and successful. By the time the 16th
caller reaches the air this day, the Rick Roberts show has
reached an impassioned crescendo of anger and lamenta-
tion. Roberts, WBAP’s bearded, rodeo-roping, husky-voiced
host, has heard enough, and he is primed with a message
for his listeners. “I want my country back,” he begins.

He repeats that sentence a half-dozen times in a 41/2-
minute rant that darts from fear of crime to outsourced jobs
to political correctness. He pans soulless politicians and has-
been celebrities and psycho-babble hug-a-tree experts; he
pines for a time when everyone spoke English and looked
you in the eye and meant what they said. It’s a fervent solilo-
quy that dismisses transgender people and calls for faith to
regain public footing and for economic opportunity to
return. “I want America to be America,” he says. “I don’t rec-
ognize this country anymore.”

This is a white male voice preaching to a largely white
male audience that has expressed similar sentiments, in
dribs and drabs, in hushed water cooler conversations and
boisterous barroom exchanges and, most of all, in the
course of a presidential campaign in which Trump has
become their champion and their hope. At this moment in
American history, to be white and male means, for many, to
feel centuries of privilege and values slipping away. To many
others, the notion of white men being marginalized is ludi-
crous, their history a study in privilege. But data show some
real losses, even as they maintain advantages:

•  Whites’ household net worth fell dramatically in the
Great Recession. (But the declines of blacks and Hispanics
were far larger, and whites still have an average net worth
about 13 times greater than blacks and 10 times greater
than Hispanics.)

•  White home ownership is down from a decade ago.
(But black and Hispanic home ownership, already lower,
dropped at a far sharper rate.)

•  White women have overtaken men in earning college
degrees. (But white men still hold a big educational advan-
tage over blacks and Hispanics.)

•  The number of incarcerated white men has ballooned.
(But black and Hispanic men remain far more likely to be
jailed.)

•  Fueled by suicides, drug overdoses and alcohol-related
illnesses, mortality rates for middle-age whites have
increased even as they continue to fall among middle-age
blacks and Hispanics. (Still, white men continue to have a
longer life expectancy than black men, though shorter than
Hispanics.)

No one cites metrics like these on air this day, but it’s
clear some of the listeners have felt their toll. Stephen

Sanders is 49 and was once an X-ray technician. He says his
skill and seniority were ignored when he applied for a super-
visory job that ultimately went to a black candidate. When
Trump announced his candidacy, Sanders was thrilled to
hear someone give voice to his feelings about immigration
and outsourcing and restoring opportunity for guys like him.
He felt he was seeing decades of painful history starting to
be reversed. He wants to live a better life than his father, but
he doesn’t. “The theme about the American experience is to
get better and to do more,” he says. “I’ve never experienced
it. I’ve always struggled.”

Jon Hayes also dials in this day. He is 55 and once
owned a construction business. It folded and he lost his
house, he said, when it became impossible to compete
against the cheap labor of immigrants who came to the US
illegally. He fell back on a career in auto mechanics and
hoped to retire this year, but has put it off. A grown son still
lives at home, and for all the setbacks Hayes has had, he
believes he’s still able to say something that he’s not sure
the 29-year-old will: He achieved a better life than his par-
ents. “I just don’t think the opportunity is out there now
that there used to be,” he says.

White Privilege 
They are far from alone in their pessimism. A Kaiser

Family Foundation-CNN poll released in September com-

pared white college graduates and the white, black and
Hispanic working class. Working-class whites were least like-
ly to say that they’re satisfied with their influence in politics,
that the federal government represents their views, and that
they believe their children will achieve a better standard of
living than them. They were most likely to say it has become
harder to get ahead financially and find good jobs in recent
years, and to blame economic problems on the federal gov-
ernment and immigrants working here illegally.

Roberts, 53, sees the hurt across the US, but dismisses the
idea of white privilege. His parents were never in his life, he
says. He was left with grandparents and, when they grew
too old, he was emancipated at age 15 and landed at a boys’
ranch. He went on to earn an MBA and law degree and shift-
ed 22 years ago to begin a life in radio.

He first delivered his “I want my country back” rant,
impromptu, about two years ago on one of those days
when his listeners’ despair was overwhelming. He keeps an
MP3 of the audio on his computer and airs it every now
and again when it seems right. He clicks the file this after-
noon and it begins to play. “I want my country back, and
the only way, the only way I’m ever going to be able to get
this country back is if I reach out to the brothers and sisters
that all feel the very same way and say, ‘Hell, no, you can’t
have the country.’ Stop it! How many different ways do we
say stop it!?” — AP 
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Issues

Splits plunge South 
Africa’s liberation 
party into turmoil

As options shrink, US white men ask why

More is riding on the battle for
Mosul than the recapture of the
Islamic State group’s main strong-

hold in northern Iraq. Also on the line is the
Obama administration’s theory that the
extremists can be defeated in Iraq, Syria
and elsewhere without American ground
troops doing the fighting. For more than
two years, the administration has stuck to
its argument that the only path to a sus-
tained victory over the Islamic State group
is for locals, not Americans or other out-
siders, to bear the main responsibility for
the fighting and for governing after the
extremists are removed.

President Barack Obama has taken a lot
of political heat for that approach, which
critics say has allowed IS to expand its
international reach and influence. The via-
bility of Obama’s strategy has been widely
doubted. In May 2015, after months of US
bombings in Iraq and while in the midst of
Americans training and advising Iraqi
ground troops, the Iraqis lost the city of
Ramadi. Defense Secretary Ash Carter
publicly said he doubted the Iraqis’ will to
fight. Since then, the US support role has
grown and the Iraqi security forces have
managed to retake key parts of western
and northern Iraq, including Ramadi.

Mosul is different, not least because it is
the place where Islamic State leaders in
2014 announced their intent to create an
Islamic-run state after taking a large swath
of Iraq and Syria in a lightning surge. White

House press secretary Josh Earnest on
Monday called Mosul a new measure of
Obama’s strategy. “And I think the presi-
dent would be the first to acknowledge
that this is a significant test,” he said, given
the size of the city and its importance to IS.
“Dislodging them from the city would be a
significant strategic gain,” Earnest said.

US airpower played a key role in the
run-up to the fight for Mosul by taking out
Islamic State defenses, cash resources,
supply routes and some of the group’s
leaders. The US is now providing air cover
as Iraqi security forces and members of
the Kurdish militia begin their attempt to
retake the city over the next several
weeks. American advisers are working
with Iraqi troops, but the outcome will be
determined largely by the Iraqis.

Mosul may answer the question: If IS
loses a crown jewel of its  so-called
caliphate, will that be a decisive and sus-
tainable victory for Iraq? Or will Baghdad
once again falter, allowing sectarian and
political divisions to destabilize the coun-
try and permit a return of extremists? That
likely won’t be known before Obama’s suc-
cessor takes office. The next president also
will inherit the broader problem of Syria -
not just the IS presence there, including in
its self-proclaimed capital of Raqqa, but
also the civil war with its complications
involving Russia, Iran and Turkey.

Iraq remains deeply divided, and the
grievances among the country’s Sunni,

Shiite and Kurdish populations that
allowed IS to rise to power in the first
place have not been resolved. Even if the
Mosul campaign is successful militarily,
there is a risk of violence erupting again in
the form of revenge killings or clashes
between groups once allied against a
common enemy.

Aftermath 
Seth Jones, a defense and security

expert at the RAND Corp, says the combat
phase of the battle for Mosul, while diffi-
cult, will be “much easier” than the after-
math. “I think there’s a strong possibility
that a lot of the political grievances actu-
ally get accentuated,” he said in an inter-
view Friday. David Petraeus, the former
Army general who commanded US and
coalition forces in Iraq in 2007-08, calls
the Obama approach in Iraq and Syria “a
new way of fighting”. “It’s much more sus-
tainable in terms of blood and treasure
than obviously having our forces have to
do it ,” Petraeus,  who also ser ved as
Obama’s CIA director, said Sunday on
ABC’s “This Week.”

Obama began sending small numbers
of US military advisers to Iraq in the sum-
mer of 2014, after the Islamic State had
swept into Mosul and also captured much
of western I raq,  including cit ies l ike
Ramadi and Fallujah where American
ground troops had spilled much blood
before all US troops left Iraq in 2011. The

rise of IS in Iraq was a stinging blow to
Obama, whom critics accused of giving up
hard-fought gains.

He initially insisted there would be no
US “boots on the ground,” but he author-
ized a gradual expansion of the US training
and advising effort to complement a US-
led coalition air campaign. He was sup-
ported in his cautious, go-slow approach
by his top military adviser at the time, Gen.
Martin Dempsey, who was chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff when IS moved into
Iraq and when Obama began returning US
advisers to Baghdad. Dempsey counselled
patience. Give the Iraqis time to heal their
internal divisions and fight their own bat-
tles, he argued. Resist the temptation to
grab control of the contest against the
Islamic State. Dempsey believed an endur-
ing victory would require a unified Iraq
supported by neighbors.

“If we were to take control of this cam-
paign, I mean literally seize control of the
campaign, then there’s no doubt in my
mind we would probably defeat ISIL on,
let’s say, a faster timeline,” but it would not
last, he said in June 2015. “Maybe ISIL goes
away, maybe they’re defeated militarily,
and two years from now another group
with another name and another ideology
... will just be back,” he said. In the Obama
view, Iraq is more likely to regain, and
retain, control of its territory if it is not rely-
ing on US troops to do the fighting. Mosul
is the biggest test of that theory. — AP 

Mosul more than climactic military battle

South Africa’s government has descended into
open warfare as a clash between President
Jacob Zuma and his finance minister unveils

rivalries that could tip the country into instability.
The ruling African National Congress (ANC) party
looks set for worsening strife as its divided leader-
ship struggles with falling popular support, a
weakening economy and violent student protests.
Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan, a respected ANC
veteran who was heading for a peaceful retirement
until his appointment last year, has emerged as the
unlikely figurehead of opposition to Zuma.

Gordhan, 67, will next month appear in court on
criminal charges that he says are a politically-moti-
vated attempt to oust him after he stood up to
Zuma and alleged corrupt associates linked to the
presidency. Gordhan’s cause has attracted some
significant backers - not least Deputy President
Cyril Ramaphosa as well as several other ministers.
“People in the ANC are beginning to understand
the gravity of the crisis that the country is in,”
Prince Mashele, a political analyst based at the
University of Pretoria, told AFP. “These are not just
ordinary members, but senior members who have
now broken ranks, including Ramaphosa - some-
thing which I would describe as groundbreaking.”

‘A Very Dark Place’ 
Zuma in December reluctantly re-appointed

Gordhan, who had served as finance minister from
2009 to 2014, to calm panicked markets after sack-
ing two finance ministers within four days.
Gordhan vowed to use the unexpected opportuni-
ty to revive South Africa’s economy by controlling
spending, reforming loss-making state companies
and tackling rampant corruption. His work put him
in direct conflict with Zuma loyalists such as the
Gupta business family, who are accused of wield-
ing huge influence over the government.

In a carefully-worded statement on Sunday,
Ramaphosa said: “I lend my support to Minister
Gordhan as he faces charges brought against him.”
Adding to the toxic political mix, Zuma last week
went to court to block the release of an official
anti-corruption probe into his relationship with the
Guptas. Zuma has survived several major scandals
during his presidency, but at a cost to the party
that led the long fight against apartheid rule and
took power under Nelson Mandela in 1994.

Local elections in August produced the ANC’s
worst-ever poll performance, and a difficult gener-
al election looms in 2019. “South Africa is in a very
dark place,” said Mashele. “We have lost that moral
high ground that we used to occupy.” Zuma - who
retains deep loyalty in many parts of the ANC - is
due to leave office in 2019 after serving the maxi-
mum two terms, with Ramaphosa and Zuma’s for-
mer wife Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma among his pos-
sible successors.

Worsening Impasse 
The president was reprimanded by South

Africa’s highest court in March for using public
funds to upgrade his private home, and he is also
fighting a court order that could reinstate almost
800 corruption charges against him. GDP growth
is expected to be virtually zero this year, unem-
ployment remains stubbornly high at 27 percent,
and public anger at lack of progress since
apartheid has most recently erupted through vio-
lent protests by university students.

“So much damage has been done in the
process of keeping Zuma in power. Neither the
ANC or South Africa are winners,” Susan Booysen,
a polit ical  analyst at the University of the
Witwatersrand, told AFP. “We haven’t previously
seen this level of division in the ANC and cabinet
during Zuma’s time in office. It’s very unusual for
cabinet members to speak out.” Zuma appears
unable to sack Gordhan as it would trigger huge
withdrawal of investment from South Africa,
which already faces the possible loss of its invest-
ment-grade credit rating in December.

“Any move he will make against Gordhan now is
likely to provoke a massive backlash,” Ranjeni
Munusamy, a commentator and former aide to the
president, wrote on Monday. “(He) faces the real
danger of being isolated as his comrades and sub-
ordinates close ranks around Gordhan.” — AFP 

Jon Hayes, a listener of Rick Roberts’ radio talk show on WBAP, contemplates a question during a political discus-
sion at his home in Cedar Hill, Texas on Oct 14, 2016. — AP 



BARCELONA: Barcelona defender Gerard Pique insists he will not reverse his deci-
sion to retire from international football after the 2018 World Cup. Pique announced
his intention to leave La Roja after having to demonstrate he didn’t cut the colours of
the Spanish flag off his kit during a 2-0 win in Albania last week. The absurd
incident was the latest in a string of accusations concerning Pique’s
commitment to play for Spain due to his outspoken calls for a referen-
dum on Catalan independence. “The decision is final. Events in Albania
brought it forward, I didn’t want to say it at that time, but I came out
annoyed by the story that was proven to be false and felt I had to say it.”
Pique was routinely jeered when playing for the national team on
home soil in the build-up to Euro 2016 in part for his political views,
but also for his role is stoking the fierce rivalry between
Barcelona and Real Madrid. However, after winning the
World Cup in 2010 and Euro 2012 with Spain, he insist-
ed his decision to retire after the World Cup is not
due to the treatment he has received. — AFP
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ZURICH: Former FIFA executive committee member Worawi Makudi of
Thailand was banned from soccer for five years yesterday for election for-
gery. The judging chamber of FIFA’s ethics committee said it found Makudi
guilty of forgery and falsification of documents and refusing to cooperate
with investigators. Makudi was also fined 10,000 Swiss francs ($10,100). A
longtime ally of former FIFA presidential candidate Mohamed bin
Hammam of Qatar, Makudi was a member of the tainted executive com-
mittee for 18 years until Asian federations voted him out in April 2015.
Makudi is the ninth member of the 24-man ruling panel which oversaw the
bidding contests for the 2018 and 2022 World Cups who has since been
banned for unethical conduct by FIFA. Four others have been indicted or
are under criminal investigation in the United States or Switzerland,
though they yet to be banned by the ethics committee. Some of Makudi’s
former colleagues have been both banned and indicted. Makudi’s ethics
case centered on his 2013 campaign to win re-election as president of
Thailand’s soccer federation (FAT). — AP

Former FIFA official 

banned for forgery

Pique not for turning 

on Spain retirment

MILAN: Inter Milan fans will never recognise Mauro Icardi as their cap-
tain, they said yesterday, as the fallout from the Argentine forward’s con-
troversial autobiography continued. Inter said on Monday the 23-year-

old would be sanctioned over comments in the book
but would not be stripped of the captaincy. But the
Curva Nord hardcore supporters criticised the
decision, posting a statement on their website,
saying: “Icardi is not our captain, not now or ever.”
Icardi has been Inter’s top scorer for the past two
campaigns and is again this season. But he has

upset some fans after an account in his book about
a confrontation with one of the ultra leaders in 2015

in which he claimed the fan ordered a child to hand
back the Argentine’s shirt after the player had given it
to him. The ultras say Icardi’s version of events is an

invention.  — Reuters

Inter fans refuse to 

accept Icardi as captain

PARIS: The French rugby federation (FFR) has
cleared former All Blacks Dan Carter and Joe
Rokocoko, as well as their Racing Metro team
mate Juan Imhoff, of any doping wrongdoings
after the French Championship final, the club
said yesterday. French newspaper L’Equipe
reported earlier this month that tests conducted
after the Top 14 final in June, in which Carter’s
Racing Metro beat Toulon 29-21, showed the
players had tested positive for corticoids, typical-
ly used to treat inflammation or joint pain.

“ The medical committee of the French
Football Federation has dispelled doubts hang-
ing over the medical practice of Racing 92,”
Racing said in a statement on their website
(www.racing92.fr/).

“It means that, as we have always said, Dan
Carter, Joe Rokocoko, Juan Imhoff and Sylvain
Blanchard, the club doctor, did not commit any
violation of the regulations, not the least ethical
violation. “We look forward to a decision that
does not concern only three players but also the
club and the image of the whole discipline.”

The FFR opened a disciplinary case against
the club last week after Racing denied they had
breached anti-doping rules.

Carter and Rokocoko’s agent, Simon Porter,
had earlier said that the duo had been granted
Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUEs) for the pre-
scribed medication as they recovered from
injuries. “I just received the ruling from the FFR

today,” Carter said in a statement on Instagram.
“No surprises that the FFR’s ruling was that I’d

done nothing wrong. I hold my integrity and the
game of rugby’s integrity in the highest regard.

“I love this game and owe so much to rugby
that I would never do anything intentionally to

bring it into disrepute. “Whilst this whole
episode is disappointing and frustrating, I sup-
port the authorities who work hard to ensure
our game is played fairly. I am glad that we can
now put all this behind us so I can now concen-
trate on playing rugby!” — Reuters

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Technical and administrative
committees are all set for the launch of
Kuwait Shooting Sport Club season
with the tournament of HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

Al-Sabah Tournament on Thursday,
October 20 at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex.

The tournament will star with the
par ticipation of shooters from the

club, military association, police asso-
ciation besides shooters from UAE
and Bahrain Federations,  who wil l
compete  in  the  t rap double  t rap,
skeet, 10m pistol and rifle, 50m pistol
and rifle along with Olympic archery.

KSSC Treasurer Essa Ahmad Al-Buti
Butaiban appreciated the unlimited
suppor t  by HH the Crown Pr ince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, adding that
the board of  direc tors  is  keen on
organizing this tournament every year,
and to bring it out in a way that is fit-
ting to Kuwait’s name, and the tourna-
ment sponsor, who always motivates
shooters to keep Kuwait ’s name in
prominence.

Butaiban gave special thanks to HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah for his care and support
of the sport of shooting.

He also thanked HH the Prime
Minister and government for giving the
spor t of shooting spor t the care it
deserves. Meanwhile, board member
Eng Hussam Al-Roumi said official train-
ings will begin today at the shotgun
and rifle ranges, adding that all is ready
for this tournament, Al-Roumi said that
more than 300 shooters of both gen-
ders registered for this tournament,
adding that UAE and Bahrain shooters
will participate.

300 shooters to take part 

in Crown Prince tournament

Uncapped Ospreys

pair in Wales’s

November squad

LONDON: Uncapped Ospreys duo Sam Davies and Rory
Thornton were included in Wales’ 36-man squad announced
yesterday for next month’s home internationals against
Australia, Argentina, Japan and South Africa.

Fly-half Davies has been in fine form for the Welsh region-
al side so far this season and will look to push Dan Biggar for
the No 10 shirt, while Thornton has been drafted into the
second row. Meanwhile full-back Leigh Halfpenny, who plays
for French giants Toulon, has been called up 13 months after
his last game for Wales where he suffered a knee injury that
ruled him out of last season’s World Cup and the subsequent
Six Nations.

The squad includes a further seven players who missed
Wales’ recent 3-0 series loss in New Zealand in June through
injury, including flanker Dan Lydiate and wing Alex Cuthbert.

Meanwhile Wales captain Sam Warburton could make his
return from a cheekbone injury when Cardiff continue their
European Challenge Cup campaign against French club Pau
later this week.

WALLABY WORRIES    
Wales open their campaign bidding for a first win in 12

Tests against Australia when they take on the Wallabies in
Cardiff on November 5.  But they could be without several
England-based players for that match.  

As the fixture takes place outside of World Rugby’s official
window for Tests, teams are not obliged to release players for
the fixture.  Premiership clubs have an agreement with
England’s Rugby Football Union that allows England to select
players for matches outside the window, but it has no such
deal with the Welsh Rugby Union.  

As a result, the likes of Northampton wing Gorge North,
Harlequins centre Jamie Roberts and the Bath trio of Taulupe
Faletau (currently injured), Luke Charteris and Rhys Priestland
could all miss the Australia fixture.  

Wales coach Rob Howley, in charge while Warren Gatland
is seconded to leading the 2017 British and Irish Lions tour of
New Zealand, said of his latest squad: “It is great to give the
opportunity to players who are playing well for their clubs
with the likes of Nicky Smith, Rhys Gill, Rory Thornton and
Sam Davies coming into the squad. “In addition, it’s great to
be able to welcome back experienced players such as Dan
Lydiate, Alex Cuthbert and Leigh Halfpenny, who have missed
out recently with injury, and that experience will be important
this autumn.  “We know we have to start the campaign strong
and have to replicate the accuracy and intensity our oppo-
nents will bring to Cardiff.”

WALES SQUAD
Backs (15)

Wings/Full Backs: Hallam Amos (Newport Gwent
Dragons), Alex Cuthbert (Cardiff Blues), Leigh Halfpenny
( Toulon/FRA), George North (Northampton/ENG), Liam
Williams (Scarlets)

Centres: Jonathan Davies (Scarlets),  Tyler Morgan
(Newport Gwent Dragons), Jamie Roberts (Harlequins/ENG),
Scott Williams (Scarlets) Fly-halves: Gareth Anscombe (Cardiff
Blues), Dan Biggar (Ospreys), Sam Davies (Ospreys)

Scrum-halves: Gareth Davies (Scarlets), Rhys Webb
(Ospreys), Lloyd Williams (Cardiff Blues)

Forwards (21)
Back rows: Dan Baker (Ospreys),  Taulupe Faletau

(Bath/ENG), James King (Ospreys), Dan Lydiate (Ospreys), Ross
Moriarty (Gloucester/ENG), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Sam
Warburton (Cardiff Blues, capt) Second rows: Jake Ball
(Scarlets), Luke Charteris (Bath/ENG), Bradley Davies (Ospreys),
Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Rory Thornton (Ospreys) Hookers:
Scott Baldwin (Ospreys), Kristian Dacey (Cardiff Blues), Ken
Owens (Scarlets)

Props: Scott Andrews (Cardiff Blues), Tomas Francis
(Exeter/ENG,  Rhys Gill (Cardiff Blues), Gethin Jenkins (Cardiff
Blues), Samson Lee (Scarlets), Nicky Smith (Ospreys). — AFP

Essa Ahmad Al-Buti Butaiban

Ex-All Blacks Carter, Rokocoko 

cleared of doping wrongdoings

Dan Carter Joe Rokocoko

KUWAIT: Red Bull Bar Bahr is less than a
month away from being held for the sec-
ond time in Kuwait. This year, the much-
awaited event will  require enormous
efforts in preparation of the racing tracks.
The construction of the tracks will take
approximately five days of logistic prepara-
tions on the Marina Beach in Salmiya,
where organizers will work around the
clock to ensure the completion of the setup
from the biggest to the smallest details pri-
or to the date of the competition.

On the midnight of Saturday 5th of
November, the start signal will be given for
the preparation of the “Red Bull Bar Bahr”
Championship land track on the Marina
Beach in Salmiya. The set up will require
five days of continuous work from the mid-
night of every night until 9 of the next
morning, at the start of the week towards

the day of the much-awaited event at 2:30
PM on Friday, November 11.

The event is organized by Basel Salem
Al-Sabah Motorsport Club and will be held
under the sponsorship of Nissan Al-
Babtain, Public Authority for Youth and
Sports, Kawasaki, GoPro, Acqua Eva, Marina
Mall, Al Anbaa Newspaper, Kuwait Times
Newspaper, Studentalk Magazine. 

CHALLENGE AND THRILL TRACK
A group of vehicles of different sizes will

be involved on site to prepare land track
starting with the transfer of large quantities
of sand required for the event, all the way
to the preparation of the curves, obstacles
and bumps. This well-devised design will
add to the level of challenge for bikers,
enthusiasm and thrill for the public.

As far as the logistic details are con-

cerned, the track will require up to eighty
trucks loaded with sand which will be
transported to the event location. A large
loader will work for five days on preparing
the track and delimiting its borders, assist-
ed by a small Bobcat depending on the
precision of the required process at this lev-
el. A roller will handle the levelling of the
track for four days to render it suitable for
the race after spraying large quantities of
water reaching six tanks per day on the
track, in addition, two vehicles will be
working every day on paving the tracks
and smoothing their surface.

ORGANIZATION EXPERIENCE 
AND WIDE SPONSORSHIP

The land track for Red Bull Bar Bahr will
be designed and executed by the Emirati
Red Bull athlete Mohammed Balooshi. The

37-year-old Motocross champion has a as
his achievements record holds many titles
including the Arab Motocross
Championship for motorbikes, Bahrain
Championship and Tunisia Cup. He also
won the Umm Al Qiwayn Championship
and Kuwait Championship. In 2012, he was
the first Emirati to take part in the Rally
Dakar where he lasted for nine days in the
most difficult endurance race. Balooshi
trained junior bikers and established his
own academy for “Motocross” bikes to train
promising talents.

In order to participate in the “Red Bull
Bar Bahr” Championship, visit
redbull.com/barbahr. Every quad bike com-
petitor should possess a driving license and
be the owner of his bike. Participants in the
Jet Ski category should have a license from
the Marine Sports Club of Kuwait.

Five days of construction in 

preparation for Red Bull Bar Bahr

Red Bull Bar Bahr returns
on 11th November

Red Bull Bar Bahr Intensive preprations and sponsors’ support.
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TOKYO: The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) is looking into hosting
rowing and canoe/kayak sprint events for
the 2020 Summer Games in South Korea if
agreement cannot be reached to keep the
venue for the races in Tokyo, Japanese
media said yesterday.

Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike, who took
office in August, ordered a review of
Olympic expenses that last month recom-
mended changing three venues to save
money, a move criticised by the 2020
Organising Committee and international

sports officials. One of the changes would
mean moving rowing and canoe/kayak
sprint events some 400 km (250 miles)
north of Tokyo to use existing facilities
rather than building new ones in the capi-
tal, an effort to rein in costs projected to hit
3 trillion yen ($29.15 billion).

That figure is some four times the initial
estimates made when Tokyo won the right
to host Games in 2013. Both the IOC and
international rowing federation favour the
original plan to keep the venue in Tokyo,
while Koike last week told Reuters this was

the last chance to take steps to rein in
soaring costs for the Games.

If they failed to reach an agreement on
the Tokyo site, the IOC was looking into
hosting the events in the South Korean
city of Chungju, where rowing events were
held for the 2014 Asian Games, media
reports said. IOC President Thomas Bach
meets Koike later yesterday, and the venue
change is set to be high on the agenda.
Tokyo 2020 officials were not immediately
able to comment on the reports.

Reforms known as “Agenda 2020”, car-

ried out under Bach with the aim of mak-
ing the Olympics more sustainable, allow
hosts to use facilities in other cities or even
countries if it makes financial and practical
sense. Tokyo’s original bid pledged to keep
most venues within 8 km of the athlete’s
village in downtown Tokyo, but several
have already been moved. Cycling will take
place in Shizuoka prefecture, about 200
km (125 miles) west of Tokyo.

Tokyo organisers have been grappling
with a series of blunders. They were forced
to scrap an initial design for the centre-

piece National Stadium, site of the open-
ing and closing ceremonies, because it was
too expensive, and had to redesign the
logo for the Games following accusations
of plagiarism. An Asahi poll found that 78
percent of respondents favoured Koike’s
proposal, which includes changing venues
for volleyball and swimming as well as
rowing and canoe/kayak sprints.

According to the same poll, 78 percent
of respondents also said they felt Olympic
preparations “were not proceeding
smoothly.”  —  Reuters

IOC looking to host some 2020 Olympics events in S Korea 

MELBOURNE: Australia’s tempestuous tal-
ent Nick Kyrgios has the potential to be a
future grand slam champion but could just
as easily be lost to the sport if he fails to get
the support he needs, according to former
Wimbledon champion Pat Cash.

The 21-year-old was suspended for
eight weeks by the ATP on Monday follow-
ing his second round exit at the Shanghai
Masters where he clashed with fans, the
chair umpire and walked off the court mid-
way through a point against Mischa Zverev.

The ban can be reduced to three weeks
if he sees a sports psychologist, which
Kyrgios had committed to, according to
Australia’s tennis association.

“I wouldn’t be surprised (if he quit) but
hopefully that’s not the case,” Cash told
local radio station 3AW.

“Anybody’s got the opportunity to walk
away but if it’s not good for his health then
I think he should do that.

“But with some good things in place for
his health and wellbeing, and a revised
schedule ... he can go out there and enjoy
his tennis, which is what we want to see.”

Kyrgios posted a lengthy apology online
after his Shanghai meltdown, which came
only days after he won the Japan Open, the
third and biggest title of his career.

The 51-year-old Cash, a notable hothead
during the early part of his career, said
Kyrgios was “flat and exhausted” when he
arrived in Shanghai and should never have
played the tournament.

He questioned the advice the Canberra
native was receiving on tour and claimed
Tennis Australia (TA) had failed to provide
young players with the mental support to
deal with the grind of the professional cir-
cuit. “Mental health and understanding of
where you are as a junior should be as
mandatory as hitting forehands and doing
stretching before and after a practice ses-
sion,” he said. “I’ve talked to Tennis Australia
about it and nothing has been done.”

TA dismissed Cash’s criticism as “incor-
rect,” saying sports psychologists were
available for players in every state.

“Sometimes they have access to two or
three of them,” TA spokesman Todd
Woodbridge, the 22-times doubles grand
slam champion, told Reuters.

“Tennis Australia’s support is as strong, if
not stronger than for any other (sport’s) in
the country,” Cash said Kyrgios was “the
next guy” in line for grand slam glory once
proven winners like Andy Murray and
Novak Djokovic bowed out.

“And who is standing up there? Well,
Nick’s the obvious one.

“You tend to see after a great year, a bit
of a lull, and (then) he’s got a great oppor-
tunity to grab a couple of grand slam titles
and really be a success.” — Reuters

PARIS: Tour de France organisers yesterday
unveiled a 2017 course light on mountain climbs
but reigning champion Chris Froome insisted they
would still be key to his bid for a fourth title.  The
visually spectacular 104th race over 3,516 kilome-
ters (2,183 miles) starts in Dusseldorf, Germany on
July 1 with the traditional time trial. There are five
real mountain stages, fewer than in 2016.  “This
Tour will be won in the mountains, the time trials
are too small to have any real effect,” said Froome,
winner in 2013, 2015 and 2016.  Tour director
Christian Prudhomme said the route “has been
designed to be won by a true champion”, without
naming Froome or identifying any other favourites.

Puncher Dan Martin said he felt the route
brought him into the picture.  “There’s plenty of
scope for damage every single day. You have to
survive,” the Irishman told AFP.

“This route is better suited to my style than pre-
vious years.” The opening 13km time trial offers
world champion time-triallist Tony Martin the
chance to clinch the yellow jersey on stage one as
the Tour starts from his native Germany for the first
time in 30 years. 

The northern start means the route has to be ‘J’
shaped, and this year misses the north and west of
France entirely, said Prudhomme.  With nine varied
flat stages, five hilly ones designed to open up the
challenge, the five real mountain stages are
designed to have a visual backdrop which will
amplify the exploits of the athletes who excel
there.  And if the crucial penultimate day’s time tri-
al starting at the Marseille Velodrome football sta-
dium is only 23km long, it will be run in searing
heat and feature a 1km stretch at 18 per cent gradi-
ent.  Contrary to nearly all the preceding Tours
there will never be more than two consecutive
days of climbing either.

BOND ROUTE 
The Tour ’s toughest stage on paper is the

214km Pyrenean run from Pau to Peyragudes
which feature the mountain where the James Bond
movie ‘Tomorrow Never Dies’ was partly filmed,
and has a summit finish as the fifth climb of the

day. In total contrast, the following day’s stage 13 is
a short but spectacular 100km mountain run from
Saint Girons culminating in a 27km hair-raising
descent to Foix, featuring extreme climbs and
descents along the way.  

This is followed with a day for punchers and will
evoke powerful memories for both the Olympic
champion Greg Van Avermaert and world road
champion Peter Sagan. The 181km 14th stage cul-
minates in Rodez where the Belgian out-paced
Sagan for a stage win in 2015.

But even in the first week there will be stages for
rollers, sprinters, testing cross-wind infested plains,
and on day five the Planches Des Belles Filles where
Bradley Wiggins took the yellow jersey in 2012 on a
day Froome won the stage. 

“I was delighted to see it on the race again,” said
Froome. There’s not enough to make a great deal of

time there, but it makes me happy to see it there.”
There was further good news for Froome when it
was announced that around 10km of mountain ter-
rain, at crucial tactical climb points, would be
stripped of roadside fans. An accident caused by
packed crowds on Mont Ventoux in 2016 saw him
run part way to the summit having 

abandoned a broken bike.  The two Alpine
stages on day 17 and 18 finish at the summit of the
Izoard, whose lunar summit finish is at 2,360m
where oxygen will be rarefied.  “It looks pretty
impressive,” said Froome. “I’ve never raced there,
we’ll need to climb it in practice.”

The most watched of all the stages by television
audiences is the final day jaunt to Paris and the 10
laps of the Champs Elysees generally won by a top
sprinters such as Mark Cavendish or Andre Grepel
or Marcel Kittel. — AFP

Banned Kyrgios could quit 

without support: Pat Cash

Nick Kyrgios

Mountains decisive for 2017: Froome

PARIS: 2016 runner-up France’s Romain Bardet (2ndL) and title holder Britain’s Chris Froome
(3rdL) take part in the presentation of the official route of the 2017 edition of the Tour de
France cycling race in Paris, yesterday. — AFP 

PITTSBURGH: Gabriel Landeskog redirect-
ed a shot by Nathan MacKinnon past Marc
Andre Fleury 22 seconds into overtime to lift
Colorado by Pittsburgh 4-3 on Monday
night.  Landeskog tied the game with 6:32
left in regulation with a power-play goal and
his second of the night handed the defend-
ing Stanley Cup champions their first loss of
the season.  Jarome Iginla and Patrick
Wiercioch also scored for the Avalanche,
who never led until Landeskog’s game-win-
ner. MacKinnon had two assists and Calvin
Pickard stopped 28 shots for Colorado. Matt
Cullen had a goal and an assist for the
Penguins while Phil Kessel and Trevor Daley
also scored. Fleury made 27 saves.

RANGERS 7, SHARKS 4
For the third straight game, Chris Kreider

had a goal and an assist for New York.
Kreider, who signed a four-year, $18.5 million
contract on July 22, has three goals and
three assists in New York’s first three games.
According to the team, he is the first Ranger
since Brian Leetch in 1992-93 to tally six

points in New York’s first three games. He
also became the first New York forward to
record six points in three games to start a
season since Bernie Nicholls and Darren
Turcotte in 1990 -91. Marc Staal, Rick Nash,
Kevin Hayes, rookie Jimmy Vesey, Mats
Zuccarello and Michael Grabner also scored
for the Rangers, who have won two of their
first three games this season. Martin Jones
finished with 22 saves for San Jose. New York
goaltender Antti Raanta made 26 saves on
30 shots.

RED WINGS 5, SENATORS 1
Mike Green scored three times for his first

hat trick and Darren Helm had two goals to
help Detroit win in their last home opener at
Joe Louis Arena.  Green scored twice in the
first period and his third goal restored a
three-goal lead with 6:36 left in the game.
Helm scored on a breakaway in between
Green’s goals in the first period and added a
second goal with 2:56 left in the third. Ryan
Dzingel’s short-handed goal midway
through the second period pulled the

Senators within two goals. Detroit’s Petr
Mrazek made 13 of his 31 saves in the sec-
ond period. Andrew Hammond stopped 20
shots in his first start of the season for
Ottawa.  The Red Wings are leaving the ven-
ue they have called home since the 1979-80
season next year for a new arena nearby.

BRUINS 4, JETS 1
David Pastrnak scored his team-leading

fourth goal of the season for Boston. The 20-
year-old Pastrnak extended his point streak
to three games while suiting up in his 100th
career game. Winnipeg captain Blake
Wheeler opened the scoring 10 minutes into
the game.  Boston trailed for all of 19 sec-
onds, however, as Dominic Moore tied
things up at 10:19 of the first period. Rookie
Brandon Carlo’s first career goal added insur-
ance for the Bruins with 1:59 remaining in
the third period and Zdeno Chara scored an
empty-netter inside the final minute.
Boston’s Tuukka Rask turned away 34 of 35
shots, while Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck
stopped 21 of 24. — AP

Landeskog’s OT winner lifts Avalanche by Penguins 4-3

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 3 0 0 11 6 6    
Colorado 2 0 0 10 8 4    
Dallas 1 1 0 9 8 2    
Minnesota 1 1 0 6 6 2    
Nashville 1 1 0 6 7 2    
Chicago 1 2 0 9 11 2    
Winnipeg 1 2 0 9 12 2    

Pacific Division
Vancouver 2 0 0 6 4 4    
Edmonton 2 1 0 14 13 4    
San Jose 2 1 0 9 10 4    
Arizona 1 0 0 4 3 2    
Anaheim 0 2 1 6 10 1    
Calgary 0 2 1 8 14 1    
Los Angeles 0 2 0 3 6 0    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 2 0 0 6 2 4    
Tampa Bay 2 0 0 9 6 4    
Boston 2 1 0 11 8 4    
Ottawa 2 1 0 10 12 4    
Montreal 1 0 1 7 5 3    
Toronto 1 0 1 8 6 3    
Buffalo 1 1 0 7 6 2    
Detroit 1 2 0 10 11 2    

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 2 0 1 9 8 5    
NY Rangers 2 1 0 14 10 4    
Philadelphia 1 0 1 7 6 3    
Washington 1 0 1 4 4 3    
Carolina 0 0 2 7 9 2    
NY Islanders 1 2 0 7 9 2    
New Jersey 0 1 1 3 5 1    
Columbus 0 2 0 5 9 0   

NHL results/standings
NY Rangers 7, San Jose 4; Colorado 4, Pittsburgh 3 (OT); Detroit 5, Ottawa 1; Boston 4,
Winnipeg 1.

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings and are not included
in the loss column (L).

NEW YORK: Antti Raanta #32 of the New York Rangers saves a shot on goal against the San Jose Sharks during the third period at Madison Square Garden on Monday in New York City. — AFP
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PERTH: Former Australia cricket captain
Steve Waugh and paceman Jason
Gillespie have both expressed an interest
in succeeding Rodney Marsh as the coun-
try’s chairman of selectors.

Cricket Australia said last week 68-
year-old former test wicketkeeper Marsh
would not be seeking to stay on in the

role when his contract expires next year
and that Australia would have a new
chairman of selectors before the next
Ashes series.

Australia will host the next Ashes
series in 2017-18. Former paceman
Gillespie is currently coaching Adelaide
Strikers in Australia’s Twenty20 Big Bash

League after spending five years coach-
ing English county side Yorkshire.

“There is a national selector’s job up
next year and I might put my name up for
that,” he told News Ltd. “All I have done
the last five years is select teams for
Yorkshire. I wouldn’t rule anything out. If
there are opportunities I will look at it.”

Former test captain Waugh, who
announced his retirement in 2004, said he
would be willing to discuss the job if an
offer came his way. “I’d listen to it if the
opportunity came up, but there are a lot of
things you’ve got to throw into the mix and
see whether it’s the right time,” Waugh told
the Sydney Morning Herald. “I think there

are a lot of good cricket brains in Australia.
No one has asked me, but I’d listen to it.”
Under Marsh’s chairmanship of the panel,
Australia lost the 2015 Ashes series in
England but won the 50-overs World Cup
on home soil in the same year and held the
number one ranking in test cricket for six
months earlier this year. — Reuters

Australia’s Waugh, Gillespie open to chief selector role

GLENDALE: Johnson treble as Cardinals rout misfiring Jets Quarterback Geno Smith #7 of the New York Jets prepares to take the snap dur-
ing the fourth quarter of the NFL game against the Arizona Cardinals at the University of Phoenix Stadium on Monday in Glendale,
Arizona. Running back David Johnson rushed for three touchdowns as the Arizona Cardinals romped to a 28-3 victory over the New York
Jets on Monday. — AFP

GLENDALE: Stopping the run was one of the
few things the New York Jets had done well this
season. Until they faced David Johnson and the
Arizona Cardinals.

Johnson rushed for 111 yards and three
touchdowns, and the Cardinals shut down the
listless Jets 28-3 on Monday night. Johnson
scored on runs of 58, 2 and 2 yards while becom-
ing the first player to rush for three scores
against the Jets since LeSean McCoy did it five
years ago. “I say it each and every week. David’s
special,” Arizona cornerback Patrick Peterson
said. “I mean very, very, very special. We got us
one in (No.) 31.”

The Cardinals (3-3) won their second in a row
to climb back to .500. New York (1-5) lost its
fourth straight in a rough return to Arizona for
Todd Bowles, who was defensive coordinator for
the Cardinals for two seasons before getting the
Jets coaching job two years ago.

“We’ve won two in a row,” Arizona coach
Bruce Arians said. “We’re still just a .500 ballclub,
but I like the way we look right now.”

Arians took no great joy in beating Bowles.
Their connection goes back to their days togeth-
er at Temple three decades ago.

“I’m glad it’s over,” Arians said. The Jets’ Ryan
Fitzpatrick was 16 of 31 for 174 yards and was
benched in favor of Geno  Smith after New York’s
longest drive of the night ended in an intercep-

tion in the end zone late in the third quarter.
“As an offense we are just not consistent right

now and the offense goes as the quarterback
goes,” Fitzpatrick said. “I have got to play better.”

Smith’s lone series at quarterback ended
when he was intercepted by Tyrann Mathieu
with 4:20 to play.

“The game was 28-3 with eight minutes left
in the game,” Bowles said. “We weren’t doing
anything else. I just wanted to give him some
reps. Like a relief pitcher, a starting pitcher, on
this day you put in the relief pitcher. Fitz will be
(the starter) next week.”

Arizona’s Carson Palmer , back after missing a
33-21 win at San Francisco with a concussion,
completed 23 of 34 passes for 213 yards before
leaving with a hamstring strain after throwing a
9-yard TD pass to Michael Floyd with 8:20
remaining. Arizona scored in the first quarter for
the first time this season on the second time
Johnson touched the ball. “Our coach has been
harping on us about that,” Johnson said. “It felt
good to get in the end zone. I felt like that’s actu-
ally what started everyone getting hyped, every-
one getting into the game.”

The second-year running back dodged a pair
of defenders near the line of scrimmage, and
then raced to the end zone on his longest run of
the season. Johnson also rushed for 157 yards in
the win against the 49ers, winning NFC offensive

player of the week honors. The Jets entered the
game second in the NFL in rushing defense at 68
yards per game.  

They were outgained on the ground 171-33.
New York had 130 yards in the first half, 70 on
three receptions by Brandon Marshall. Marshall’s
36-yard catch over the middle set up New York’s
only score, Nick Folk’s’ 39-yard field goal.

Arizona scored on a pair of 14-play drives in
the second half. Johnson got his second 2-yard
TD run up the middle, and Palmer passed to
Floyd for another TD.

The Jets drove to the Cardinals 14 late in the
third quarter but D.J. Swearinger intercepted
Fitzpatrick’s pass in the end zone to end the
threat. It was Fitzpatrick’s league-worst 11th
interception of the season. But Marshall said the
interception was his fault. “I read it wrong, Ryan
read it right,” he said. “He threw a pick, but it’s my
pick. I’ve said it all along this season, intercep-
tions are on everyone.”

THIRD DOWN WOES
The Jets were 2 for 13 on third-down conver-

sions. They were 0 for 8 before converting one
during their long third-quarter drive.

PENALTIES GALORE
There were 19 penalties in the sloppy game -

10 against New York, nine against Arizona. — AP

Johnson, Cardinals roll 

past listless Jets 28-3

DUBAI: Rival captains Misbah-ul-Haq and Jason
Holder praised the fight till last attitude in the
first day-night Test played with Pakistan upstag-
ing West Indies by 56 runs in the final hour on
Monday.  West Indies were led in their fight by
Darren Bravo who smashed 116 during his 410-
minute of defiance before Pakistan dismissed
them for 289 with just 12 overs remaining in the
match-the second ever in Test cricket’s history.
Misbah said the match was good for Test cricket.
“It was a good Test and good for the Test cricket
with everything in it,” said Misbah after the victo-
ry. “You need Test matches like that and credit to
West Indies to put such a fight.”

Pakistan had amassed 579-3 declared in their
first innings courtesy an epic 302 not out by
opener Azhar Ali. West Indies conceded a 222-
run first innings lead but hit back hard by dis-
missing Pakistan for a paltry 123 in their second
knock, thanks to a career best 8-49 by leg-spin-
ner Devendra Bishoo.

Misbah praised Bravo for giving Pakistan a
scare.  “West Indies batsmen showed good
resilience and credit must be given to them,” said
Misbah of the rival team who batted for 109
overs on a last day Dubai stadium pitch.

This was the longest batting by a West Indies
team in the fourth innings of a Test since their
105.1 over innings against India in Kolkata in
1978.  Misbah admitted he was nervous and
worried, with just 100 needed and Bravo at the
crease. “I know how I spent time on the fourth
day and in the last session on the last day. It was
tough for the team as well as for the captain.
“You were ahead of them for three days but in
one session he (Bravo) gave the advantage to
them,” said Misbah of the laft-hander who was
smartly caught by leg-spinner Yasir Shah with
just 83 needed.

Shah finished with seven wickets in the
match and during first innings became the joint-

second fastest to take 100 Test wickets.  Misbah
said dew did not allow the Dubai stadium pitch
to deteriorate.  “There were different factors
which supported the batsmen, the pink ball and
dew. Usually Dubai pitch deteriorates after sec-
ond day but this time the pitch was bind again
because of the dew but in the end it ended in
our win,” said Misbah, who now has 23 wins in 47
Tests as captain.  “It is special victory, our 400th
Test, first with pink ball, our first day-night match
so it was important to get a victory here.” Holder
said there were positives despite defeat.

“Disappointed we have lost but there are lot
of positives,” said Holder.  “One thing is that we
fought till the end and it was a good team effort
unfortunately we did not cross the line.”

Holder singled out Bravo’s knocks, who made
87 in the first innings.  “It was a quality innings as
he showed a lot of maturity in both innings and
you could see determination on his face and
hopefully he continues in this vein,” said Holder
of Bravo. The second Test starts in Abu Dhabi
from Friday with the third and final Test played
in Sharjah from October 30-November 3. — AFP

Captains Misbah, Holder hail 

competitive day-night Test

DUBAI: Pakistani cricketers celebrate after winning the Test match at the end of the first day-
night Test between Pakistan and the West Indies at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium in
the Gulf Emirate on Monday. Pakistan beat West Indies by 56 runs in the first day-night Test on
the fifth and final day in Dubai, taking a 1-0 lead in the three-match series. — AFP

CHITTAGONG: Proud new father Alastair
Cook will become England’s most capped
Test cricketer tomorrow when he leads his
country into battle against Bangladesh, only
days after attending his daughter’s birth back
home. Cook, widely tipped eventually to
become Test cricket’s highest run-scorer, will
win his 134th cap at the start in Chittagong of
a two-match series in which England will
hope to maintain a perfect Test record against
the hosts.  Along with Australia, England are
one of only two teams to have won all of their
Test matches against Bangladesh since the
former East Pakistan joined cricket’s top table
16 years ago.

And after an impressive victory in the pre-
ceding one-day series, England will fancy
their chances of extending that 100 percent
record with the likes of Cook and fast bowler
Stuart Broad back in the mix.  Cook, who no
longer plays ODI cricket, had been acclimatis-
ing with his teammates in Bangladesh before
flying home last week for the birth of his sec-
ond daughter. After arriving back in
Bangladesh Monday, Cook took part in nets
on Tuesday and then spoke of his pride at
becoming a father again as well as his mixed
emotions at returning to the fray so soon.

“Yeah it was a proud day... as you can
imagine, having another daughter and then
leaving so soon afterwards doesn’t make you

feel like the best husband or father in the
world,” he told Britain’s Sky Sports.

“I do feel okay, now it’s just about acclima-
tisation to the heat... it’s a hell of a challenge
playing in these conditions so respect to
Bangladesh and also the guys in the England
squad. You can’t just expect to turn up and
play and do well, you’ve got to put those hard
yards in.” The 31-year-old’s last outing in the
sub-continent saw him lead England to an
outstanding series win over India in 2012,
while he scored 173 on his only previous Test
in Chittagong in 2010. That series saw Cook
captain England for the first time before he
took over full-time from Andrew Strauss.

“I started however many years ago and
you never thought you’d get anywhere near,
so to break the record like that is very special,”
he said.  Cook, who will overtake Alec Stewart
at the top of the list of Test appearances,
could well be joined at the top of the order by
a debutant after Ben Duckett and Haseeb
Hameed both made strong cases for a call-up.
His most recent opening partner Alex Hales
has decided to sit out the tour for security
reasons, following the lead set by England’s
limited-overs captain Eoin Morgan.

‘BABY BOYCOTT’ 
The 22-year-old Duckett in particular has

impressed in the build-up to the series and
will most likely get the call after notching up
his fourth half century in the last five innings
in the final warm-up match.  But he will be
vying for a place with 19-year-old Hameed,
who has been dubbed “Baby Boycott” for an
obdurate style that has evoked memories of
the legendary Geoffrey Boycott.

At the other end of the age scale, the 39-
year-old spinner Gareth Batty could also find
himself back in the starting XI more than 11
years after the last of his seven Tests.

The veteran Surrey offbreak bowler is
widely expected to be picked along with leg-
spinner Adil Rashid and all-rounder Moeen
Ali, to give England three spinning options.

Bangladesh have picked four spinners and
just two seamers in their 14-man squad as
they try and overcome the loss of their star
pace bowler Mustafizur Rahman, who is recu-
perating from surgery on his shoulder.
Although Bangladesh are a vastly improved
ODI side, they are struggling to compete
against the best in Test matches and their
coach Chandika Hathurusinghe has acknowl-
edged a lack of quality bowlers.

“We haven’t got our right combination in
Test cricket. I have been fighting to find
bowlers who can get 20 wickets in Tests,”
Hathurusinghe told reporters in Chittagong.

After the match in Chittagong, the teams
will head to Dhaka for the second and final
Test beginning on October 28. — AFP

New dad Cook returns to 

break England record

Alastair Cook

TORONTO: Toronto Blue Jays’ Kevin Pillar, right, steals second past Cleveland Indians
shortstop Francisco Lindor during the seventh inning in Game 3 of baseball’s
American League Championship Series in Toronto, Monday. — AP

TORONTO: The Cleveland Indians overcame
the loss of starting pitcher Trevor Bauer to
defeat the Toronto Blue Jays 4-2 and move to
the brink of a place in Major League Baseball’s
World Series on Monday.

Bauer was removed with blood dripping
from a finger wound after stitches to an injury
sustained last week split open in the first
inning at the Rogers Center. But the injury did
not prevent the Indians from powering to vic-
tory, giving them a 3-0 lead in the best-of-sev-
en American League Championship Series and
leaving them firmly on course for the World
Series.  Veteran first baseman Mike Napoli was
instrumental in the Cleveland win, doubling
off Blue Jays pitcher Marcus Stroman to allow
Carlos Santana to open the scoring at the top
of the first before hitting a homer in the fourth.
“I’ve been struggling a little bit but I’m a
grinder,” Napoli said. “I knew I’d be back, just
worked hard in the cage and it paid off
tonight.”

The Blue Jays hit back at the bottom of the
second when Michael Saunders smashed a fly
ball to left field off Danny Otero to make it 1-1.
Napoli restored Cleveland’s advantage at the
top of the fourth, smacking a fly ball to center
field for another home run off Stroman to
make it 2-1. But Toronto hit back when
Ezequiel Carrera scampered through for a

triple off a sharp line drive. Carrera then raced
over for the score after Ryan Goins ground out
off Zach McAllister.

Cleveland regained the lead at the top of
the sixth and once again Stroman was the vic-
tim, the Blue Jays pitcher going for his third
home run of the night with Jason Kipnis hit-
ting a line drive to right center field. 

A Jose Ramirez single off Joe Biagini then
allowed Napoli to come home for an addition-
al run and make it 4-2 heading into the sev-
enth inning. Napoli paid tribute to the
response of the Indians bullpen, forced to
improvise after the early departure of Bauer.

“For our bullpen to step up like that today is
the only reason we were able to win today,”
Napoli said. “For them to do it like that was
unbelievable.” Team-mate Kipnis meanwhile
revealed the team had been bracing for Bauer
to break down at some point. “Trevor got a lit-
tle leak. A couple of us had seen the wound
and knew it was a possibility. But we were still
confident that we could do with it our bullpen,”
Kipnis said. “We’re having a blast-you can see
the smiles in the team.” 

Game four in the series takes place in
Toronto on Tuesday, with the Indians aiming
for their first World Series appearance since
1997, when they were beaten by the Florida
Marlins in a seven-game thriller. — AFP

Indians on brink as 

Blue Jays downed
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LONDON: Manchester City chairman
Khaldoon Al Mubarak said the Premier
League club are entering a “critical new
phase” after announcing record revenues of
£391.8 million ($487 million) and a second
successive annual profit of £20.5 million.

City ’s  annual repor t,  which was
released yesterday, said the club showed
growth across all areas, with matchday
revenues rising by 21 per cent and broad-
cast revenues increasing by 19 per cent.
The net profit is up from £11 million in
2015. It said City operate with zero finan-

cial debt with a wage/revenue ratio of 50
per cent, which is “among the best in the
football industry.”

The latest figures reflect an eighth year
of improved financial performance but
come after a season of turbulence in
which manager Manuel Pellegrini was
replaced by Pep Guardiola, who takes the
Premier League leaders to Barcelona in
the Champions League today.

“On the pitch. results were uneven,”
said Sheikh Al Mubarak. “I believe the
2016-17 season represents the beginning

of a critical new phase. “We know that we
have the playing, coaching and off-field
capabilities at our disposal to achieve
great things in English and European
football in the years ahead. In our new
manager, Pep Guardiola, we have recruit-
ed a proven winner with an innate ability
to identify, nurture and develop young
talent.” Sheikh Al Mubarak said everyone
at the club was operating under added
pressure with raised expectations.

“Manchester City has now reached a
level of sporting and commercial maturity

that allows one to feed the other.” City,
who made a financial loss of £194.9 mil-
lion in 2011, moved into profit last year
for the first time since the 2008 takeover
by Sheikh Mansoor bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

The latest f igures show they have
again conformed to UEFA’s controversial
Financial Fair Play regulations, which City
were found in breach of in 2014.

In the report, chief executive Ferran
Soriano confirmed the level of investment
from a consortium led by China Media
Capital (CMC), which injected $400 million

to buy a 13 per cent stake in City Financial
Group, the holding company which runs
Manchester City. “Our new partners are
instrumental in our ability to understand
and foster the opportunities for our Group
in China, at the same time as we work to
help develop the game in such a vast and
interesting country,” he said.

City say they are fourth most valuable
global brand behind Manchester United,
Real Madrid and Barcelona. City are the
second biggest in the premier League in
terms of revenue. — Reuters

City enter new phase after declaring record profit: Chairman

LIVERPOOL: Manchester United’s Spanish midfielder Ander Herrera (R) vies with Liverpool’s Brazilian midfielder Roberto Firmino during the
English Premier League football match between Liverpool and Manchester United at Anfield in Liverpool, north west England on Monday. — AFP

LIVERPOOL: Manchester United manager Jose
Mourinho claimed that his team had exposed
Liverpool’s shortcomings after holding Jurgen
Klopp’s well-regarded team to a 0-0 draw.

Liverpool went into Monday’s game at
Anfield seeking a sixth successive win in all com-
petitions and bidding to draw level on points
with Premier League leaders Manchester City
and second-place Arsenal.

But United restricted them to few chances,
with visiting goalkeeper David de Gea largely
untroubled apart from a pair of eye-catching
second-half saves to deny Emre Can and
Philippe Coutinho.

“The goalkeeper (De Gea) was on holiday for
90 minutes, but he had two big saves to do and
he did,” said Mourinho, whose side remain sev-
enth in the table. “When we recover the ball I
was expecting the team to be more dangerous,
(although) we had two good chances, but
Liverpool did too.

“They are not the last wonder of the world
like you (the media) say they are, but they are a
very good team so we had to adapt a little to
them.” Premier League statisticians Opta said
United had only had 35 percent of possession-
their lowest tally for a league fixture since such
statistics started being gathered in the 2003-04
season. But Mourinho returned to the press con-

ference room after he had finished addressing
reporters to say the club’s own statisticians
thought United had seen more of the ball.

“My guy did it — 42 (percent), not 35,” he
said, having re-emerged through a side door. “I
thought it was crazy. We do it ourselves with
better people than them.” He had earlier dis-
missed the importance of statistics, pointing out
that United had won 1-0 at Anfield under his
predecessor Louis van Gaal last season despite
being largely outplayed. “Last season United
won here, Liverpool had 14 shots on target and
United had one,” he said. “How many shots on
target did Liverpool have on target today? Two.
Two shots on target with 65 percent of posses-
sion. “You have to be critical of Liverpool. It is
their problem, not our problem.” 

‘HECTIC’ 
United largely succeeded in stifling Liverpool,

with wide players Marcus Rashford and Ashley
Young notably dropping deep to create a six-
man defence at times.

The visitors procured a clear sight of goal ear-
ly in the second half when Paul Pogba, playing in
a more advanced role, picked out Zlatan
Ibrahimovic, only for the Swede to miscue his
header. Liverpool improved following the 59th-
minute introduction of Adam Lallana, either side

of which De Gea showed characteristically snap-
py reactions to foil Can and Coutinho.

“We lost patience far too early and our pass-
ing game was not good,” said Liverpool manager
Jurgen Klopp, whose side trail City by two
points. “We had 65 percent possession, but we
have to do better. I didn’t expect we would have
10 to 15 chances. Second half we had chances,
but De Gea was finally warm and he made bril-
l iant saves. “ They had that chance with
Ibrahimovic. The best news tonight is we have
one point more and a clean sheet, nothing else.
“We can do much better and we must do much
better. We have to stay cool. 

When they want to chase us, we have to use
counter-movements. “Really good attitude of my
side. They tried everything, only with the wrong
tools.” Klopp dismissed suggestions his players
had been affected by being saddled with the
pre-match favourites tag. “Maybe it is very
important for the rest of the world what you all
write, but for us it is not important,” he said.

“We were not favourites in the dressing room.
Tonight nobody thought about this. “You could
see Man United is physically stronger than we
are. We couldn’t get rid of the hectic (mindset)
— that was the problem. “When you have the
ball you have to calm down immediately and
that is what we didn’t do.” — AFP

Liverpool shown up 
by Man Utd: Mourinho

PARIS: AFP Sports previews today ’s
Champions League action with Pep Guardiola
taking Manchester City to Barcelona.

GROUP A
At Paris 

Paris Saint Germain (FRA) v Basel (SUI)
As coach of Sevilla last season Unai Emery

beat Basel on the way to winning the Europa
League. Now his current charges, French
champions Paris Saint-Germain, host them in
confident mood thanks to Uruguayan striker
Edinson Cavani - enjoying a purple patch of
15 goals in his last 11 games - and Brazilian
playmaker Lucas. Both  scored in a weekend
win. Basel’s Iceland midfielder Birkir
Bjarnason scored in his last match in Paris,
albeit in a 5-2 defeat at the Stade de France
against hosts France in the quarter-finals of
the Euros. The Swiss champions warmed up
with a 3-0 win over Luzern and can welcome
back players whose legs were saved at the
weekend.

At London
Arsenal (ENG) v Ludogorets Razgrad  (BUL)

Arsenal look a solid bet to continue their
Champions League unbeaten start when they
host Bulgarian outfit Ludogorets Razgrad. The
Gunners were unfortunate not to win in Paris
before form striker Theo Walcott scored a
brace to beat Basel. Walcott scored twice
again this weekend as a gritty Arsenal dug in
for a 10-man 3-2 win over Swansea that saw
them climb level with Man City at the top of
the Premier League. One note of caution for
the hosts is that Ludogorets took the lead in
both their games, a 1-1 draw with the Swiss
and a 3-1 home defeat by PSG. The Bulgarian
champions are also on a seven game unbeat-
en run away from home.

Group B
At Naples, Italy

Napoli (ITA) v Besiktas (TUR)
Napoli will become the first team to quali-

fy for the last 16 if they notch up their third
straight win and Dynamo Kiev draw with
Benfica. A superb opening 4-2 win over
Benfica followed by a 2-1 defeat of Dynamo
in Ukraine left coach Maurizio Sarri’s side
coasting towards the knockout stages.
Arkaduisz Milik, signed as a replacement for
striker Gonzalo Higuain, has scored three
goals in the competition for Napoli but is out
for months with a knee injury. The Serie A
side lost to Roma on Saturday, leaving them
seven points off the league leaders Juventus.
Besiktas, back in the competition for the first
time since 2009/2010, were buoyed by a 1-0
win at Kayserispor to maintain their best
domestic start in five seasons. Besiktas mid-
fielder Gokhan Inler plans not to celebrate if
he scores against his former club.

At Kiev
Dynamo Kiev (UKR) v Benfica (POR)

Both sides go in search of their first win,
crucial if they are not to be cut adrift in the
group. Dynamo’s Serhiy Sydorchuk is avail-
able after a one match ban due to his match-
day one dismissal in the 2-1 loss to Napoli.
They host Benfica on the back of a weekend
1-1 draw at FC Chornomorets Odesa to leave
the reigning champions six points adrift in
the Ukrainian Premier League.  Benfica’s 4-2
loss to Napoli is their only defeat in their last
20 matches in all competitions.

GROUP C
At Barcelona

Barcelona (ESP) v Manchester City (ENG)
Pep Guardiola’s return to Barcelona, the

club where he won the Champions League as
both player and coach (twice) makes this
game the tie of the season so far. Barcelona
have won 12 straight Champions League
games at home and with Lionel Messi, Luis
Suarez and Neymar are all primed to play.
Crucially for City playmaker Kevin de Bruyne
and Sergio Aguero will be at full fitness too
after two draws and a defeat in the last three
games. Captain Vincent Kompany also looks
set for a start. Gerard Pique, in the news this
week for his controversial role in Spain’s outfit
and his ambitions to be Barcelona president,
has also scored three goals in the last three
games. Guardiola’s men drew with Everton at
the weekend.

At Glasgow
Celtic (SCO) v  Borussia

Moenchengladbach (GER)
Celtic’s raucous fans carried the Hoops to a

wild 3-3 draw with Pep Guardiola’s Man City
last time out and will be a bankable asset
against Germany’s Borussia
Moenchengladbach. They’ll need to be as
Celtic are traditionally beaten by German
opponents. AndrÈ Schubert’s charges come
to Celtic Park in desperate need of a win after
defeats against City and Barcelona and in
poor spirits after missing two penalties in a 0-
0 draw with Hamburg on Saturday. The man
to keep an eye on is Celtic striker Moussa
Dembele, who has 15 goals in his last 17
games. Brendan Rodgers knows that if the
1967 Champions are to escape from this
group with the respect of their own fans they
need to win the game and will be priming the
striker to spearhead his masterplan.

Group D
At Rostov-on-Don, Russia

Rostov (RUS) v Atletico Madrid (ESP)
Russia’s Rostov are seeking to build on

their plucky home Champions League debut
2-2 draw against PSV after an opening 5-0
thumping by Bayern Munich.  Rostov will be
hoping for no repeat of the banana throwing
incident that marred the PSV stalemate. They
were beaten by Spartak Moscow in the
domestic league on Saturday with red cards
dished out to two of their players. The
Russians are up against it after last season’s
finalists Atletico sparkled in a 1-0 defeat of
Bayern Munich. It lifted Diego Simeone’s
impressive side into the group lead. A 7-1
humbling of Granada in La Liga means they
travel to Russia in confident mood.

At Munich, Germany 
Bayern Munich (GER) v PSV 

Eindhoven (NED)
Bayern host PSV with Carlo Ancelotti slam-

ming their “bad attitude” in Saturday’s 2-2
draw with Eintracht Frankfurt and club chair-
man Karl-Heinz Rummenigge describing the
performance as “unacceptable”. They need a
win to steady the ship after a last time out
loss to Atletico Madrid left them in second,
three points off the Spanish pacesetters.
Franck Ribery misses the match with a leg
injury. A win will be Bayern’s first in their last
four outings. — AFP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich are determined to break
their winless streak when they host PSV
Eindhoven today to get their Champions League
campaign back on track. 

Bayern have drawn both of their German
league games since losing 1-0 at Atletico Madrid
three weeks ago. The Bundesliga leader’s 2-2
draw at ten-man Eintracht Frankfurt on Saturday
was branded ‘unacceptable’ by Munich’s chair-
man Karl-Heinz Rummenigge.  The disruption
caused by the international break, when a dozen
players were away, or a lengthy injury list could
both be blamed for the poor performance.  But
Rummenigge is having none of it.

“We don’t need excuses, we have only our-
selves to blame,” fumed the Bayern boss. “The
way we played in the first half (in Frankfurt) is
not Bayern Munich. “You can’t turn in a display
like that.

“We have to shift up a gear very quickly, or
we’ll have problems in the Champions League
today.” Coach Carlo Ancelotti has already threat-
ened to make changes for Eindhoven and admit-
ted his team’s attitude in Frankfurt was poor.  His
captain, Philipp Lahm, agrees and says Bayern
must now bounce back against their Dutch
opponents.

“We have to get a grip. The Champions
League is up on Wednesday and we absolutely
must take three points,” said Lahm.

“If you believe that less than 100 percent will
do, you risk losing tackles and control,” added
the ex-Germany captain.

Goals by Arjen Robben, then Joshua
Kimmich, who has scored in each of his last
three league games for Bayern, were each can-
celled out as Eintracht’s Szabolcs Huszti, then
Marco Fabian levelled the scores.  Despite their
dip in form, Bayern remain two points clear in

the Bundesliga table. They need a win to get
their Champions League back on track after
defeat in Madrid following their opening 5-0
route of Russian side Rostov.  

Phillip Cocu’s Eindhoven are still looking for a
first victory in Group D.  They lost 1-0 to Atletico
Madrid in their opening game and drew 2-2 at
Rostov three weeks ago when they twice came
from behind.  PSV have won only one of 18
matches in Germany against Bundesliga teams
with four draws and 13 defeats.

Their solitary victory away to a German club
was back in 1977.  Eindhoven are fourth in the
Dutch league and their only defeat in their first
nine games was at the hands of leaders
Feyenoord.  Now defender Mats Hummels says
Bayern need a “good reaction” against the Dutch.
“We have an obligation to up the pace,” said
Hummels.  “We have to hit the gas from the very
first minute and combine our individual quality
with attitude and passion. “Then we’ll be incredi-
bly strong.” — AFP

Spluttering Bayern out 
to end winless run

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s Italian headcoach Carlo Ancelotti follows a news conference, on the
eve of the Champions League group D match between FC Bayern Munich and PSV Eindhoven
at the stadium in Munich, southern Germany, yesterday. — AFP 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Arsenal v Ludogorets Razgrad 21:45
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
PSG v FC Basel 1893 21:45
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
SSC Napoli v Besiktas 21:45 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Dynamo Kyiv v SL Benfica 21:45
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Barcelona v Man City 21:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Celtic v Monchengladbach 21:45
beIN SPORTS 9 HD
Bayern Munich v Eindhoven 21:45
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Rostov v Atletico de Madrid 21:45
beIN SPORTS 8 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Barca sharpen knives on 
massive European night

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s English defender John Stones (L) and Manchester
City’s Argentinian striker Sergio Aguero (2R) watch as Manchester City’s English mid-
fielder Raheem Sterling (2L) and Manchester City’s Nigerian striker Kelechi
Iheanacho (3L) compete for the ball during a team training session at Manchester
City Football Academy Campus in Manchester, north west England, yesterday ahead
of their UEFA Champions League Group C football match against Barcelona at the
Camp Nou today. — AFP
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LEICESTER: Leicester’s Islam Slimani, left, heads the ball past Copenhagen’s Mathias Jorgensen during the Champions League Group G soccer
match between Leicester City and FC Copenhagen at the King Power stadium in Leicester, England, yesterday. — AP

LEICESTER: Riyad Mahrez struck to give
Leicester City a third consecutive Champions
League victory as the fairytale Premier League
champions edged FC Copenhagen 1-0 yester-
day.  Mahrez’s athletic 40th-minute volley at the
King Power Stadium left Claudio Ranieri’s men
five points clear in Group G and they are still to
concede a goal in the competition.

With Club Brugge losing 2-1 at home to Porto
in the other group game, Leicester will be
assured of a place in the last 16 if they win away
to Copenhagen in their next match on
November 2.  Leicester are struggling domesti-
cally, their title defence effectively over after four
defeats in eight games, but in Europe they are
rekindling memories of their 5,000-1 march to
glory last season.

Indeed, their tally of points in the Champions
League-nine-is one more than they have
amassed in the league. Ranieri was particularly
indebted to his Copenhagen-born goalkeeper
Kasper Schmeichel, who brilliantly swatted away
a shot from Andreas Cornelius with seconds of
normal time remaining.

It was a first defeat in 24 matches for Stale
Solbakken’s Copenhagen, but they remain in
second place ahead of next month’s return fix-
ture.  With Leicester’s fans a little subdued fol-
lowing another heavy domestic defeat — 3-0 at
Chelsea last Saturday-it was left to Copenhagen’s
supporters to create the pre-match atmosphere.
The travelling fans were in fine voice and the
Champions League anthem was accompanied
by a burst of red flares in the away end that will
almost certainly attract the attention of UEFA.

On the pitch, though, it was Leicester who
carried the greater threat, despite the visitors
dominating possession.

CORNELIUS GOES CLOSE 
The hosts found joy with passes in behind

Copenhagen’s full-backs (less so when the ball
was hoofed in the air towards Islam Slimani) and
it was an approach that yielded the opening
goal. Five minutes before half-time, Jamie Vardy
lofted a cross towards the far post from the left,

Slimani headed it back across goal and Mahrez
darted in to beat Robin Olsen with a close-range
volley. It was the Algerian winger’s fourth goal of
the season and third in three Champions League
games. Shy of a Federico Santander shot that
dribbled straight into the gloves of Schmeichel,
the Danish champions had not really threat-
ened.  But they came within a whisker of equalis-
ing on the stroke of half-time when Cornelius’s
header from Ludwig Augustinsson’s corner
missed the left-hand upright by millimetres.

Cornelius threatened again early in the sec-
ond half, his flick working Schmeichel, but

Leicester were playing with rediscovered belief,
Mahrez seeing a shot blocked by Erik Johansson.

Slimani had the ball in the net in the 67th
minute when he followed in to head home after
Olsen brilliantly touched his shot onto the bar,
but he was denied, incorrectly, by an offside flag.

The introduction of winger Rasmus Falk lifted
Copenhagen and there was one last scare before
Leicester could celebrate victory.

In the last minute, Santander’s cross from the
left picked out Cornelius, but Schmeichel pro-
duced a superb one-handed reflex save to keep
his countrymen at bay. — AFP

Mahrez takes Leicester 
to brink of last 16

LEVERKUSEN: Tottenham Hotspur pre-
served their unbeaten record away this sea-
son with a goalless draw at Bayer
Leverkusen yesterday in the Champions
League after Stefan Kiessling’s late miss for
the hosts.

A decade after Leverkusen lost 1-0 at
home to Spurs in the old UEFA Cup,
Kiessling was the only survivor in either
team from the November 2006 fixture.

But the 32-year-old former Germany
striker fired wide seven minutes to deny
him the fairytale goal. Having now drawn
their three group games, Leverkusen are
third with three points while Spurs stay sec-
ond behind leaders AS Monaco who drew
1-1 at bottom side CSKA Moscow.

Tottenham are yet to lose in any of their
six away trips this season in all competi-
tions, but this was a game of the proverbial
two halves. Spurs dominated the first 45
minutes after Dele Alli and Victor Wanyama
got the upper hand in the midfield battle
against Leverkusen’s Kevin Kampl and
Charles Aranguiz.

But the introduction of burly Austrian
Julian Baumgartlinger after the break
meant Leverkusen shaded the midfield bat-
tle and looked a different side.

Before kick-off, Leverkusen captain Lars
Bender shook off the flu to take his place at
right-back.

There were three changes from the
team which suffered a shock 2-1 defeat at
strugglers Werder Bremen on Saturday
with Kiessling, right winger Admir
Mehmedi and Bender back in.

Tottenham coach Mauricio Pochettino
made four changes to the side which drew
1-1 with West Bromwich Albion on

Saturday to preserve their record as the
only unbeaten team in England’s top flight.

England defender Eric Dier returned at
centre-back while Kieran Trippier made
only his second Champions League start at
right back.

Son Heung-Min, September’s Premier
League’s Player of the Month, started on
the left wing against his former club, while
England’s Danny Rose returned at left back.

Spurs had the ball in the net with ten
minutes gone. Son got free of the
Leverkusen defence and slide his pass away
from Bayer goalkeeper Bernd Leno to
Vincent Janseen, who slotted into the emp-
ty goal, but the offside flag ruled the goal
out. Then Alli headed wide just approach-
ing the half hour mark.

Just before the break, Janssen’s shot
smashed off the bar and when the ball
bounced back into play, Leno denied Erik
Lamela with a reflex save.  It had been all
Spurs in the first-half, but Leverkusen gave
Tottenham’s goalkeeper Hugo Lloris a busy
second 45 minutes.

Bayer were literally inches away from
the opening goal on 48 minutes.

Mehmedi’s cross found Hernandez with
the goal at his mercy, but the ex-
Manchester United ace hit his shot back at
Lloris, who scrambled the goal off his line.
Javier Hernandez lambasted the assistant
referee, but goal-line technology showed
the ball had not crossed the line.

With 67 minutes gone, Leverkusen cen-
tre-back Omer Toprak slammed his hand
on the turf in frustration after aiming his
header straight at Lloris. Then with time
running out Kiessling’s miss meant Spurs
left Germany with a point. — AFP

Kiessling’s late miss gives 
Spurs a point at Leverkusen

LEVERKUSEN: Leverkusen’s Chilean midfielder Charles Aranguiz and Tottenham
Hotspur’s Argentinian midfielder Erik Lamela vie for the ball during the Champions
League group E football match between Bayer Leverkusen and Tottenham Hotspur
in Leverkusen, western Germany, yesterday. — AFP

LISBON: Two superb first-half goals by Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang and Julian Weigl set
Borussia Dortmund on the way to a 2-1 win at
Sporting yesterday although they had to survive
a second-half fightback in a pulsating Group F
game. Bruno Cesar pulled the Portuguese
league runners-up back into the game when he
scored from an indirect free kick midway
through the second half but Borussia held on,
leaving them on seven points in Group F and
Sporting with three.

Sporting, without coach Jorge Jesus who was
suspended, made a bright start but the
Bundesliga side struck the first blow.

Aubameyang outmuscled Ruben Semedo as the
two chased the ball, left the defender on the
ground and dinked the ball over Rui Patricio
with his left foot in the ninth minute.

Sporting thought they had levelled in the
39th minute when Sebastian Coates turned the
ball in at the far post from a corner but it was
controversially disallowed for a push on goal-
keeper Roman Buerki.

Dortmund went further ahead two minutes
before halftime as Weigl won a loose ball, evad-
ed a tackle and side-footed a shot into the far
corner from the edge of the area, the 21-year-
old’s first goal for the club since he joined them

one year ago. It was harsh on Sporting and the
Lions hauled themselves back into the game
after Buerki was forced to pick up a poor back
pass from Marc Bartra.

William Carvalho touched the ball to sub-
stitute Cesar who blasted it through the wall
of Dortmund players on the goal line in the
67th minute. 

Bas Dost nearly levelled with a header
almost immediately, Buerki did well to save a
dangerous Ezequiel  Schelotto cross  and
Sporting then failed to find a finishing touch
to a Gelson Mar tins shot as the Germans
clung on. — Reuters

DOHA: UAE giants Al Ain progressed to the
final of the AFC Champions League at the
expense of Qatar’s El Jaish after a 2-2 draw in
their semi-final second leg in Doha ensured a
5-3 aggregate victory yesterday.

El Jaish needed to raise their game a few
notches to overcome a two-goal deficit fol-
lowing their 3-1 defeat in the first leg, but
despite Brazilian Romarinho’s double the
Emirati giants held their nerve to clinch a last-
gasp draw with Mohamed Abdulrahman find-
ing the net in the fifth minute of stoppage
time. Al Ain, the champions in 2003 and the
runners-up in 2005, will in all likelihood take
on South Korea’s Jeonbuk Motors in the final
as they hold a massive 4-1 advantage over
Seoul ahead of their semi-final second leg
match today.

Following a goalless first half which saw
both teams miss several chances, Omar
Abdulrahman put the Emiratis ahead in the
57th minute with a low shot into the bottom
left corner of the net after combining with
Brazilian Ciao to split the El Jaish defence with

an exchange of precision passes.
El Jaish, however, equalised 10 minutes lat-

er when ex-Barcelona star Seydou Keita found
Romarinho and the diminutive midfielder’s
shot from the edge of the area found the net
after taking a deflection off Ismail Ahmed.

Romarinho, who has modeled himself on
his idol, the Brazilian legend Romario, then
put El Jaish ahead almost in similar fashion,
with Keita providing him with the vital assist
yet again in the 81st minute.

Things then got desperate as Ciao went
close in the 84th minute and Mohamed
Abdulrahman saw his header blocked by El
Jaish goalie Khalifa Ababacar.

With three minutes remaining, Al Ain’s
Mohammed Fayez threw himself down to
thwart Sardor Rashidov’s strike from the right
and Ciao also missed another chance to regis-
ter his name on the score sheet.

However, Mohamed Abdulrahman found
the net more than four minutes into stoppage
time to put Al Ain on course for a possible sec-
ond continental title. — AFP

Al Ain seal Asian 
CL final berth

Dortmund hang on to win 
thriller against Sporting

MOSCOW: CSKA Moscow were denied a
first Champions League victory this season
when they were held to a 1-1 draw by
Group E leaders Monaco yesterday.

Lacina Traore put the ‘Army Men’ in front
against his parent club in the 34th minute
but Bernardo Silva grabbed the equaliser
late on.

CSKA were desperately disappointing
three weeks ago against Tottenham
Hotspur but the Russians found top gear
straight away against Monaco, causing
problems with their pace and direct
approach.

The impressive Alexander Golovin
orchestrated play from midfield and the
hosts took the lead after 34 minutes follow-
ing a good team move.

Zoran Tosic curled in a left-foot shot that
Danijel Subasic could only parry and Traore

tapped the rebound into an empty net.
Igor Akinfeev then produced a stunning

reaction save from close range at the other
end to deny Andrea Raggi a goal.

Monaco put CSKA under considerable
pressure early in the second half and cap-
tain Valere Germain went close when his
effort was thwarted by a last-ditch chal-
lenge from defender Vasili Berezutski.

Akinfeev made another top-class stop to
deny Benjamin Mendy and the Russian
international looked destined to keep his
first clean sheet in the group stages at the
40th attempt.

However, Silva levelled for the visitors
with three minutes remaining.

Monaco have five points from three
games, one in front of Tottenham. Bayer
Leverkusen are on three points while CSKA
have two. — Reuters

Silva grabbed late 
equaliser for Monaco

MOSCOW: CSKA Moscow’s Ivorian forward Lacina Traore (L) and Monaco’s French
midfielder Tiemoue Bakayoko vie for the ball during the UEFA Champions League
football match between PFC CSKA Moscow and AS Monaco FC at the CSKA Arena in
Moscow yesterday. — AFP

LISBON: Sporting’s Bruno Cesar, right, scores his side’s first goal during a Champions League, Group F soccer match between Sporting and
Borussia Dortmund at the Alvalade stadium in Lisbon, yesterday. — AP
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MADRID: Legia’s Adam Hlousek fights for the ball next to Real Madrid’s head coach Zinedine Zidane during a Champions League, Group F soccer match between Real Madrid and Legia Warsaw, at the Santiago Bernabeu stadi-
um in Madrid, yesterday  — AP

MADRID:  Holders Real Madrid edged towards the last 16
of the Champions League, but disturbances between visit-
ing Polish ultras and the police marred their 5-1 win at the
Santiago Bernabeu yesterday.  Five fans and two police
officers were treated for minor injuries after clashes outside
the stadium before kick-off.

UEFA had already ordered the return match between
the sides in two weeks’ time be played behind closed doors
due to violence and racist abuse in Legia’s opening 6-0
defeat in Group F to Borussia Dortmund last month.  Once
the action got underway, Madrid had way too much fire-
power as Gareth Bale, a Tomasz Jodlowiec own goal and
Marco Asensio handed the hosts a comfortable half-time
lead despite Miroslav Radovic’s penalty.  Lucas Vazquez
and Alvaro Morata came off the bench to round off the
scoring after the break.

Dortmund beat Sporting Lisbon 2-1 in the other game
in the group, meaning Madrid and the Germans remain
tied at the top of the pool on seven points.  Real and
Dortmund will mathematically seal their place in the last
16 should they repeat their success over Legia and
Sporting respectively on November 2.

Legia had shipped eight goals without reply on their
return to the Champions League for the first time in 21
years before arriving in Madrid.  Yet, the Polish champions

had a slew of chances to take a shock lead before Madrid
got going.

Jodlowiec fired meekly at Keylor Navas before Vadis
Odjidja-Ofoe hit the post.

Bale eased Real’s nerves when he cut inside onto his
favoured left foot and curled into the far post for his first
Champions League goal since December 2014.

Marcelo’s effort from the edge of the area deflected off
Jodlowiec to leave Arkadiusz Malarz in the Legia goal flum-
moxed four minutes later.  However, the hordes of bare-
shirted visiting fans got the moment of glory they came for
when Danilo dived in to give away a penalty seconds later
and Radovic converted from the spot.

The hosts restored their two-goal advantage before the
break as Cristiano Ronaldo unselfishly teed up Asensio to
drive home on his Champions League debut.  In the midst
of a seven-game run in 29 days, Madrid eased off after the
break. And it needed the energy of two substitutes to keep
the scoreboard ticking over as Morata and Vazquez
replaced Bale and James Rodriguez.  Morata’s cross was
smashed home on the volley by Vazquez for Madrid’s
fourth. Ronaldo endured a rare night without a goal in the
Champions League, but still played his part with another
fine pass for Morata to slide home the fifth six minutes
from time. — AFP

Madrid cruise past Legia, towards last 16

LYON:  Juan Cuadrado came off the bench to score a
late winner as 10-man Juventus beat Lyon 1-0 in
France in Champions League Group H yesterday.

The Italian champions saw Gianluigi Buffon save a
first-half Alexandre Lacazette penalty and then had
Mario Lemina sent off early in the second period.

But substitute Cuadrado struck in the final quarter
of an hour to stun the home fans at the Parc OL and
leave the Serie A giants, Champions League runners-
up in 2015, in a strong position in their section.

They are level at the top of Group H on seven
points along with Sevilla, who were 1-0 winners away
to Dinamo Zagreb in Croatia, while Lyon sit four points
back in third place. Juventus had never won in six pre-
vious visits to France in the competition but
Massimiliano Allegri’s side arrived on a run of five con-
secutive wins in all competitions.

Opponents Lyon had the fit-again Lacazette lead-
ing their attack but selection worries in defence meant
coach Bruno Genesio handed a start to the 19-year-
old Mouctar Diakhaby at the back.

Juventus, with former Lyon hero Miralem Pjanic in
their midfield, were the dominant force in the early
stages and Gonzalo Higuain fizzed a shot just over and
then forced a fine save from Anthony Lopes.

Lyon were struggling to get into the game but they

won a penalty in the 34th minute when Leonardo
Bonucci was penalised for wrestling Diakhaby to the
floor at a corner.

With France coach Didier Deschamps watching
from the stands, Lacazette stepped up to take the
spot-kick but his effort was saved by Buffon, diving
down low to his left.

Lopes then denied Higuain and Bonucci headed
narrowly wide as the first period ended goalless,
before Lyon emerged as more of a threat after the
restart.

Buffon, who had been guilty of conceding soft
goals for Italy against Spain recently and in Juve’s win
over Udinese at the weekend, produced a great save
from Nabil Fekir’s deflected shot and also somehow
kept out a Corentin Tolisso header from point-blank
range. In between, the visitors had been reduced to 10
men in the 54th minute when French midfielder
Lemina was shown a second yellow card for a foul on
Fekir, although he had appeared to take the ball.

But Lyon could not make their man advantage
count and Cuadrado, who had replaced Paulo Dybala
midway through the second half, collected a Dani
Alves pass before cutting in from the right and firing
in a shot that took Lopes by surprise and flew in
between the ‘keeper and his near post. — AFP

Cuadrado strikes as 

10-man Juve sink Lyon

LYON: Lyon’s French midfielder Maxime Gonalons (2nd L) vies for the ball with Juventus’ forward from Argentina
Paulo Dybala (C) during the Champions League football match between Olympique Lyonnais and Juventus yes-
terday  at the Parc Olympique Lyonnais stadium in Decines-Charpieu near Lyon, southeastern France. — AFP

BRUGES: FC Porto came from behind to beat Club
Brugge 2-1 yesterday with an injury-time penalty to
become a challenger in Champions League Group G.

Brugge, hit with a slew of injuries, got its first goal in
the group in the 12th minute when forward 

Jelle Vossen latched on to a rebound, kept a cool
head in a goalmouth scramble and sent it home with a
curling shot. Increasing pressure paid off for Porto in the
68th minute when Mexican defender Miguel Layun was
given too much space and hit home with a long-range
drive from well outside the penalty area that gave goal-
keeper Ludovic Butelle no chance.

In injury time, Andre Silva completed the comeback
when he converted a spot kick after Corona was
brought down.

“It is tough to take this in the last minute. There is
nothing you can do about it afterward,” said 

Brugge captain Timmy Simons. Both teams came
into the game winless, but Porto left Belgium in a much
stronger position. In the other game, Leicester beat FC
Copenhagen 1-0 to extend its lead in the group. The
Premier League champion has a perfect nine points
from three games. Both Porto and Copenhagen have
four points while Bruges has yet to gain a point.

In ZAGREB, Sevilla was rewarded for a display of
attacking football with a well-deserved 1-0 victory over
Dinamo Zagreb yesterday that kept up its momentum
in the Champions League.

After winning three consecutive Europa League tro-

phies, Sevilla continued to make it presence felt in
Europe’s top competition - courtesy of a first-half strike
from Samir Nasri on a rainy night at Zagreb’s Maksimir
Stadium.Nasri, who joined the Spanish side from
Manchester City on loan ahead of the season, netted
from close range in the 37th minute - just 15 minutes
after he missed the target in a similar situation.

Sevilla has not conceded a goal in its three Champions
League matches and is level on seven points with Group
H leader Juventus, which won 1-0 in Lyon. — AP

Porto beat Brugge 2-1 

with injury-time penalty

BRUGES: Porto's Danilo, right, and Brugge's Hans
Vanaken challenge for the ball during the Champions
League Group G soccer match between Club Brugge
and Porto at the Jan Breydel stadium in Bruges yes-
terday. — AP 
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KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile telecom
innovator in eight markets across the Middle East
and Africa, announces its consolidated financial
results for the nine-month and third-quarter peri-
ods ended 30 September 2016. The company
ended the period serving 45.8 million customers.

For the first nine months of 2016, Zain Group
generated consolidated revenues of KD 826 mil-
lion ($ 2.7 billion), down 3 percent year-on-year
(Y-o-Y) in KD terms, while consolidated EBITDA
for the period reached KD 390 million ($1.3 bil-
lion), up 5 percent Y-o-Y, reflecting a healthy EBIT-
DA margin of 47.2 percent. Consolidated net
income reached KD 124 million ($413 million),
reflecting a 5 percent Y-o-Y increase. Earnings Per
Share amounted to KD 0.032 ($0.11) for the nine-
month period. 

The Group incurred foreign currency variance
losses amounting to $96 million for the first nine-
month period of 2016 predominantly accounted
for by operations in Iraq and Sudan. This reflects a
$27 million increase from the same period in
2015.

For the third-quarter of 2016, Zain Group
recorded consolidated revenues of KD 275 million
($911 million), down 6 percent Y-o-Y in KD terms.
EBITDA for the quarter reached KD 135 million
($448 million), an increase of 3 percent Y-o-Y in
KD terms, reflecting a 49.2 percent EBITDA mar-
gin. Net income for the period amounted to KD
43 million ($141 million), reflecting 12 percent Y-
o-Y increase. Earnings Per Share for the quarter
reached KD 0.011 ($0.04).

For the third quarter of 2016, the Group
incurred foreign currency variance losses
amounting to $39 million, reflecting a $12 million
increase from same period in 2015. 

Key operational notes
1. Group data revenues (excluding SMS and

VAS) witnessed a healthy 7 percent growth for
the first nine months of 2016, representing 22
percent of the Group’s total revenues.  

2. The continued civil instability in Iraq and
implementation of a 20 percent sales tax on
mobile services, as well as wide-ranging tax
increases on other sectors in the country are
affecting spending on mobile services, impacting
Zain Iraq’s operational results and consequently
the Group’s overall key financial metrics.

3. On October 1, 2016, Zain Saudi Arabia
received formal notification from the Kingdom’s
authorities extending its mobile operating license
for an additional 15 years, which means the oper-
ator’s license will now expire in January 2047.
Zain Saudi Arabia was also issued a Unified

Telecommunication License, which allows the
company to provide all telecommunications serv-
ices, including fixed services. The license exten-
sion will reduce the annual amortization charge
by SAR 433 million ($115 million) starting from
the date of the extension, reducing the compa-
ny’s net losses by the same amount. The positive
financial impact of this will take effect in Q4 2016
reporting and beyond.  

Commenting on the results, the Chairman of
the Board of Directors of Zain Group Asaad Al-
Banwan noted, “It is pleasing to report growth in
several key financial metrics for the third-quarter
and nine-month periods of 2016 given the com-
pany’s exposure to conflict zones and currency
fluctuations, which continue to impact the
growth potential of our business. We are commit-
ted to continually upgrading our networks to
offer our customers a better mobile experience
and to maintaining our leadership position in our
key markets.”

Concerning Zain Saudi Arabia being granted
an extended, unified license, Al-Banwan said, “I
would like to thank the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s
telecommunications regulator, CITC and other
government authorities for granting these con-
cessions which are in line with the Kingdom’s
Vision 2030. This will enhance the competitive-
ness of the telecom sector and support the future
prosperity of Zain Saudi Arabia for the benefit of
all stakeholders.”

Zain Group CEO, Scott Gegenheimer stated,
“The implementation of several data monetiza-
tion and cost optimization initiatives continues to
bolster our financial performance as we remain
steadfast in our strategy and commitment to
delivering an affordable and compelling digital
lifestyle experience to our customers. We draw
confidence from the growth in data revenues for
the nine-month period that now accounts for 22
percent of overall service revenues and we will
continue to foster and develop this area of the
business.” 

Gegenheimer continued, “We are working
closely with the Board of Directors and the man-
agement team of all our operations in dealing
with the many challenges we face, which are
impacting our financial performance on several
fronts. These essentially relate to the ongoing civil
instability and sales tax increases in Iraq; the
intense price competition in Kuwait; the biomet-
ric registration requirement in Saudi Arabia; and
the currency issues in both Sudan and Iraq. We
are optimistic that these issues will gradually sub-
side and are confident that the strategies we have
in place to tackle them will be effective.”

Gegenheimer concluded, “We are grateful
and pleased with the license concessions that
Zain Saudi Arabia received, which will allow us
to invest  more in network upgrades and
expansion as we roll out to meet the ever
increasing demand for telecommunications
across the Kingdom.”

Zain Group Q3 2016 net income rises 12% to KD 43m

Company’s efficiency drive increases EBITDA margin to 49.2% 

• For the first nine months of 2016, net income and EBITDA both up 5% 
• Total customers served stands at 45.8 million
• Focus on leveraging 4G networks generated a 7% increase in Group consolidated data revenues, representing 22% of

total Group revenues 
• Positive financial impact of the extension of Zain Saudi Arabia’s license for a further 15 years to take effect from Q4 2016 

MANCHESTER: A woman replaces a fuel nozzle in a petrol pump at a petrol station in Manchester, north-west England yesterday. British annual inflation surged to a near two-year high of 1.0 percent in September, official data showed yes-
terday. — AFP (See Also Page 25)

Zain Group Chairman Asaad Al-Banwan Zain Group CEO Scott Gegenheimer

Kuwait: Maintaining its market leadership,
Zain Group’s flagship operation saw its cus-
tomer base serve 2.9 million in a very chal-
lenging nine-month period that witnessed
intense price competition impact its finan-
cial performance for the period. Revenues
reached KD 242 million ($803 million),
EBITDA amounted to KD 118 million ($393
million) and net income came in at KD 65
million ($215 million). Data revenues
(excluding SMS & VAS) formed 36 percent
of the operation’s total revenues. Zain
Kuwait remains the most efficient mobile
operator within the Group and one of the
most efficient in the region with an envi-
able 49 percent EBITDA margin.

Iraq: The exceptional socio-economic
circumstances facing Zain Iraq saw the
operation’s financial performance ham-
pered, with revenues for the period reach-
ing $804 million and EBITDA reaching
$284 million. Net income amounted to $29
million, with the EBITDA margin standing
at 35.3 percent. Data-related revenues
formed 9 percent of overall revenues for
the first nine-months of 2016 and cus-
tomers served totalled 11.8 million, a 3 per-
cent increase Y-o-Y. 

Sudan: In local currency (SDG) terms,
the operator’s revenues grew by 10 per-
cent Y-o-Y to reach SDG 3.7 billion ($577
million, up 8 percent in USD terms) for the
first nine months of 2016. EBITDA
increased by 14 percent to reach SDG 1.6
billion ($244 million, up 12 percent in USD
terms), while net income decreased 10
percent to SDG 646 million ($100 million,
down 11 percent in USD terms). Data rev-
enues (excluding SMS and VAS) formed 13
percent of total revenues, with an impres-
sive annual growth rate of 44 percent (42
percent in USD terms). The operation saw
its customer base expand 8 percent to
reach 12.5 million. 

Saudi Arabia: The operation served
10.5 million customers at the end of
September 2016, a 11 percent decline Y-o-
Y due to the biometric registration
required by the country’s telecom regula-
tory authority. Revenues were relatively
stable for the nine-month period at $1.4
billion, while EBITDA grew 7 percent to

reach $348 million and net losses amount-
ed to $225 million for the period. Zain
Saudi Arabia’s EBITDA margin reached 24.7
percent. Impressively, the operator wit-
nessed a 37 percent Y-o-Y rise in data rev-
enues (excluding SMS & VAS), representing
31 percent of total revenues as the compa-
ny invested heavily and expanded its mod-
ern 4G LTE network.  

Jordan: Zain Jordan continues to per-
form well on multiple levels, maintaining
its market leading position reflected by
growing its customer base by 2 percent Y-
o-Y, to now serve 4.2 million customers. Y-
o-Y revenues increased 6 percent to reach
$363 million, with EBITDA up by 18 per-
cent to reach $179 million, reflecting an
impressive 49 percent EBITDA margin. Net
income increased 11 percent to reach $79
million. With the launch of 4G services,
data revenues (excluding SMS & VAS) rep-
resented 33 percent of total revenues, up
by 24 percent Y-o-Y. 

Bahrain: Zain Bahrain saw its customer
base increase 19 percent to reach 969,000
and generated revenues of $132 million for
the nine-month period, down 8 percent Y-
o-Y. EBITDA for the period reached $49 mil-
lion, down 11 percent, reflecting an EBITDA
margin of 37 percent. Net income amount-
ed to $8 million, reflecting an 11 percent
decrease. Data revenues (excluding SMS &
VAS) increased 8 percent Y-o-Y, represent-
ing 39 percent of overall revenues. 

Operational review of key

markets for the nine months

ended 30 September, 2016
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Ajman Bank finalizing 
$205 million Islamic loan 

DUBAI: Ajman Bank, a United Arab Emirates-based, sharia-
compliant lender, is raising a $205 million Islamic syndicated
loan, banking sources said yesterday. The loan, which has a
two-year maturity and a murabaha format, will be completed
imminently, the sources said, with one saying it would close
as early as today. Ajman Bank did not respond immediately to
a request for comment. The loan is backed by lenders includ-
ing Noor Bank, which is investment agent and bookrunner,
and Dubai Islamic Bank , the sources said. Ajman Bank raised
$155 million through another two-year murabaha loan in
March last year and an additional $200 million three-year syn-
dicated Islamic debt facility in January 2015. 

JPMorgan appoints Alamoudi 
as Saudi senior country officer 

DUBAI: JPMorgan Chase & Co has appointed Bader
Alamoudi as senior country officer for Saudi Arabia and
general manager of JPMorgan Chase Bank’s Riyadh
branch, the financial group said yesterday. Alamoudi,
previously chief executive of J.P. Morgan Saudi Arabia,
will be responsible for JPMorgan’s operations and busi-
ness strategy in the kingdom. Before joining the group
in 2006, he worked at Saudi Arabia’s Samba Financial
Group. Fahad Al-Deweesh will become chief executive
of J P Morgan Saudi Arabia and continue to act as head
of investment banking for JPMorgan in the kingdom. 

Saudi 30-yr bond price 
guidance at 235 bps

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia gave price guidance for its planned
three-tranche debut Eurobond yesterday. Pricing guidance
for the five-year tranche was in the 160 basis points over US
treasuries area; guidance for the ten-year tranche was in the
185bps over treasuries area and it was in the 235bps over
treasuries area for the planned 30-year bond tranche. Citi,
HSBC and JP Morgan are the coordinators of the senior
unsecured 144A / Reg S bond. 

Qatar Islamic Bank Q3 
net profit rises 6.8%

DUBAI: Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB), the Gulf state’s largest
sharia-compliant lender by assets, met the average forecast
of analysts as it reported a 6.8 percent rise in third-quarter
net profit yesterday, according to Reuters calculations. It
made a net profit of 550.0 million riyals ($151.1 million) dur-
ing the three months to Sept. 30, compared with 515.2 mil-
lion riyals in the same period a year earlier, Reuters calculat-
ed from financial statements in the absence of a quarterly
earnings breakdown. Four analysts polled by Reuters had
forecast on average the bank to make a quarterly net profit
of 550.7 million riyals. QIB posted net profit of 1.61 billion
riyals in the first nine months of the year, up 14 percent on a
year earlier, according to a bourse statement.

Qatar Insurance 
Q3 profit slips 6%

DUBAI: Qatar Insurance, the Gulf country’s largest
insurer by market value, reported a 6 percent fall in
third-quarter net profit yesterday, according to Reuters
calculations. Net profit of 108.8 million riyals ($29 mil-
lion) in the three months to Sept. 30, versus 115.7 mil-
lion riyals a year earlier. Reuters calculation based on
financial statements in lieu of a quarterly breakdown.
EFG Hermes forecast Qatar Insurance’s third-quarter net
profit at 312 million riyals. Nine-month net profit 711
million riyals, up from 693 million riyals a year ago, a
bourse statement said. 

EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.920
Indian Rupees 4.551
Pakistani Rupees 2.896
Srilankan Rupees 2.071
Nepali Rupees 2.847
Singapore Dollar 219.490
Hongkong Dollar 39.127
Bangladesh Taka 3.870
Philippine Peso 6.271
Thai Baht 8.654

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.990
Qatari Riyal 83.427
ani Riyal 788.851

Swiss Franc 308.640
Australian Dollar 234.190
US Dollar Buying 302.350

GOLD
20 Gram 255.880
10 Gram 130.860
5 Gram 66.270

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.800
Canadian Dollar 232.145
Sterling Pound 372.325
Euro 335.690
Swiss Frank 301.065
Bahrain Dinar 803.120

UAE Dirhams 82.945
Qatari Riyals 84.160
Saudi Riyals 81.735
Jordanian Dinar 428.080
Egyptian Pound 34.114
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.070
Indian Rupees 4.545
Pakistani Rupees 2.894
Bangladesh Taka 3.864
Philippines Pesso 6.258
Cyprus pound 160.120
Japanese Yen 3.915
Syrian Pound 2.420
Nepalese Rupees 3.830
Malaysian Ringgit 72.925
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.495
Thai Bhat 9.590
Turkish Lira 98.495

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

Bahraini Dinar 806.560
UAE Dirham 82.689

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 25.300
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 34.572
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.219
Tunisian Dinar 136.240
Jordanian Dinar 428.290
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.024
Syrian Lira 2.0164
Morocco Dirham 31.358

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.550
Euro 335.880
Sterling Pound 372.610
Canadian dollar 232.690
Turkish lira 98.560

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s trade surplus expanded for the first
time in a year in the second quarter of 2016, amid a
healthy bounce in oil prices, though it remains at histori-
cally low levels. The surplus widened from a mere KD 0.4
billion in the first quarter of 2016 to KD 1.2 billion in 2Q16,
as a pickup in oil prices helped push oil export earnings
higher. The average oil price continued to edge upwards
in 3Q16, thus we expect the surplus to widen slightly fur-
ther during the same period.

Oil export revenues rose from KD 2.4 billion in 1Q16 to
KD 3.2 billion in 2Q16, on the back of a healthy recovery in
oil prices. The Kuwait export crude (KEC) price was up by
48 percent quarter-on-quarter (q/q) in 2Q16, rising from
an average of $27 per barrel in 1Q16 to $40 in 2Q16. Oil
prices averaged marginally higher in 3Q16 so we expect to
see oil export earnings to continue to edge higher as well.
Whilst we did see gains in both oil prices and oil export
earnings on a quarterly basis, they were still down signifi-
cantly compared to a year before, falling by 31 percent
and 26 percent year-on-year (y/y), respectively.

Non-oil export revenues also improved from the previ-
ous quarter, though they were down by 23 percent y/y.
Non-oil export revenues rose by 5 percent after ethylene
prices rebounded, rising by 11 percent q/q. Non-oil
export earnings are expected to continue to rise on a
quarterly basis in 3Q16, as ethylene prices continued to
log in positive q/q growth.

Central Statistical Bureau
Imports contracted by 1.3 percent y/y in 2Q16 on the

back of lower consumer goods prices. Consumer goods fell
by 12.7 percent y/y, the first contraction in at least six years,
as all the subcomponents witnessed declines. Passenger
motor cars and food & beverages, which together make up
40 percent of total consumer goods, were down 13 percent
y/y and 29 percent y/y, respectively. These declines can be
largely attributed to lower prices. In real terms, food & bev-

erage imports were down by 8.2 percent y/y in 2Q16.
Meanwhile, imports of manufactured goods, which include
passenger motor cars, were up by 8.1 percent y/y in 2Q16.

Capital and industrial goods imports witnessed double
digit growth, likely reflecting the government’s improved
implementation of its development projects. Imports of
capital goods, which are a good gauge of the level of
investment in the economy, and industrial goods, rose by
12 percent and 16 percent y/y, respectively, in 2Q16. 

Kuwait’s trade surplus 

expands on oil price gain

LONDON: Oil prices rose yesterday, helped by a weaker
dollar and the notion that global markets oversupply may
be moderating, ahead of a November meeting of OPEC
producers that could decide to cut production. A proposal
by the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
to cut or cap output helped lift crude prices above $50, but
not much more because market participants doubt the
cartel’s ability to strike and implement a concrete deal.

But several analysts have now said a two-year global
supply glut could be receding if the latest oil inventories
are taken into account. They say that stocks are not as
high as usual ahead of the winter fuels season. Brent
crude rose 38 cents, or 0.8 percent, to $51.90 a barrel by
1100 GMT. US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude was
up 45 cents, at $50.39.

Traders said a drop in the dollar away from seven-
month highs the previous day supported crude. A lower
dollar makes fuel purchases cheaper for countries using
other currencies domestically.

Analysts at Bernstein Energy also pointed to a slower
build in global oil inventories. “Global oil inventories
(industry and government) increased by 17 million barrels
to 5.618 billion barrels in 3Q16. This is the smallest build
since 4Q14, confirming that inventory builds are slowing as
the market comes back into balance,” it said. Citi Bank
pointed to an overall drop in inventories in the United

States, Japan, Singapore and Europe of 35.9 million barrels.
Analysts at Wood Mackenzie have forecast a balanced mar-
ket by the end of the year.

BULLISH BETS
Traders are taking note, with money managers raising

their bullish bets on US crude prices to the highest level
since the slump started in 2014.  JBC Energy said October
tanker fixtures from the Gulf reached a five-year high,
which could be due to physical traders buying additional
storage before November to offset further price rises
should OPEC take effective action.

OPEC meets on Nov. 30 to discuss a cut of about 1 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) from its record 33.6 million bpd
September output. 

Contributing to the record output has been Iran’s rising
export levels after Western sanctions were lifted earlier this
year. Iran’s October crude exports are set to hold near five-
year highs at about 2.56 million bpd, a source with knowl-
edge of its preliminary tanker schedule said.

While there has been focus on the supply side of the
global market, concerns remain about demand, particular-
ly in Asia, a pillar of demand growth in recent years. In
China, the trade environment will remain weak for the
remainder of 2016, the commerce ministry said on Tuesday
and in India, fuel demand fell in September. — Reuters

Oil rises on weaker dollar, 

market balance signals

HYDERABAD: Indian farmers and traders gather near bags of onions at the Malakpet Agriculture Market Yard in
Hyderabad yesterday. Farmers from the Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh have expressed concern over a drop in
wholesale onion prices. — AFP

Burberry hit by weak 

department stores 

LONDON: British luxury fashion brand Burberry report-
ed a drop in first-half sales yesterday, hitting its shares
as weak demand from US department stores offset a
surge in sales in its home market as tourists took
advantage of a lower pound. The stock, one of the best
performers since Britain voted to leave the European
Union on June 23 in anticipation the company would
benefit from a slide in the pound, dropped as much as
9 percent, its biggest one day fall for four years.

Burberry, which makes more than 80 percent of its
sales abroad, said a 30 percent jump in UK sales
helped it generate a 2 percent rise in comparable
retail sales in the second quarter, its first growth in
that measure for four quarters. But total sales fell 4
percent on an underlying basis to 1.16 billion pounds
($1.44 billion) in the six months ended September, as
its stores performance was dampened by a fall in
wholesale and licensing revenues.

“Foreign exchange benefits aside, Burberry strug-
gles to drive meaningful growth,” broker Liberum said,
adding it expected no improvement in the second half
as US department store demand remained depressed.
It has a “sell” rating on Burberry stock. The shares hit a
14-month high on Friday, partly in anticipation of a
currency-related lift to sales and profit.

Burberry said if sterling remained at the level of
Oct. 12, adjusted annual profit would be boosted by
some 125 million pounds. Citi analysts said the tail-
wind from the weaker pound, albeit it broadly in line
with its expectations, provided “welcome breathing
room in a difficult year”. They are “neutral” on the stock.

LONDON SHOPPERS
Chief Financial Officer Carol Fairweather said there

had been strong demand from both consumers and
tourists in Britain since the Brexit vote for products
including a bridle bag that was available to buy imme-
diately after it appeared on the runway in September.
“The Chinese are very much part of that, but all
tourists are up in this quarter, the US as well,” she said.

“(They are) clearly influenced by foreign exchange
rates movements but they are also really responding
to everything they are seeing in the stores.” Britain,
where the trench-coat maker incurs about 40 percent
of its costs, accounted for about 15 percent of sales in
the half year, she said, up from about 10 percent previ-
ously.But markets further afield continued to struggle,
particularly Hong Kong, which saw double-digit falls,
and the United States, where department stores were
having a “difficult time,” Fairweather said.

Burberry said wholesale revenue fell by a mid-
teens percentage in the half year, and it expected lit-
tle or no improvement in the rest of the year. The
company, which added actress Lily James to its list of
models in the summer, has been working to improve
its stores, where sales margins have lagged luxury
industry rivals. — Reuters

Rosneft’s partner in Essar 

deal likely to sell stake 

MOSCOW: Russian private investment group United
Capital Partners (UCP), which is teaming up with oil
giant Rosneft to buy India’s Essar Oil in a $12.9 billion
deal, said it may sell its stake within five years. The
purchase of Essar Oil, by Russia’s state-owned Rosneft
and a consortium of UCP and global oil trader
Trafigura, will be the biggest foreign acquisition ever
in India and Russia’s largest overseas deal. The
takeover, agreed on Saturday, is expected to be com-
pleted in the next few months.

The chief executive of Russian lender VTB, which
advised on the deal, has said it was specially struc-
tured to ensure it was not affected by Western sanc-
tions imposed on Rosneft and its boss Igor Sechin, an
ally of Russian leader Vladimir Putin. Since Rosneft
will control only 49 percent of Essar under the deal,
with Trafigura and UCP jointly holding another 49
percent, the sanctions risk is mitigated.

But the structure has raised questions about
whether UCP and Trafigura will cede their shares to
Rosneft once sanctions are lifted or eased, giving
Sechin full control over the acquisition.

The sanctions were imposed over Moscow’s
annexation of Crimea and support for separatist
rebels in eastern Ukraine. “We do not plan to sell our
stake to anyone in the near future,” Irina Lanina, a
director of UCP, said in a written response to Reuters’
questions. “We plan to make this investment in a con-
sortium with our partner Trafigura and are likely to
exit together with them as well. As of now, we are
looking at (remaining in Essar) for 3-5 years but time
will tell,” Lanina said. — Reuters



ANKARA: Turkey will miss its official eco-
nomic growth forecasts for the next three
years, a Reuters poll suggested, with sever-
al economists putting the blame on falling
investment due to the government delay-
ing long-awaited structural reforms. The
poll taken over the last week of 27 econo-
mists based in and outside Turkey predict-
ed a 3.0 percent expansion this year, below
the government’s forecast of 3.2 percent.

Growth is expected to pick up to 3.2
percent next year and 3.5 percent in 2018,
well below Ankara’s targets of 4.4 percent
and 5 percent, respectively. “We don’t
expect a significant recovery in private
investment unless there is progress in the
structural reform roadmap. The structural
reforms have not been carried out yet, and

this will have a negative impact on invest-
ments,” said Muammer Komurcuoglu, econ-
omist at Is Invest.

“For this reason, our growth forecasts
are below the government’s targets,” he
said. Since last week, when the govern-
ment extended by another three months
the state of emergency it imposed after an
attempted coup in July, the lira has been
trading near historical lows. Turkey ’s
involvement in the fight against Islamic
State in Syria and Iraq has also weighed on
the lira and driven down tourism revenues.

July’s failed coup has hurt the economy.
Tourism has also taken a battering this year
as tension between Turkey and Russia and
a spate of bombings have led to a fall in
tourist arrivals. — Reuters

CAIRO: Borrowing a cup of sugar from your
neighbor has rarely been so contentious in
Egypt. At supermarkets across the country sugar
has all but vanished, prompting media talk of a
crisis and pushing the state to rapidly increase
imports despite an acute dollar shortage and
soaring global prices of the sweetener.

Egypt consumes around 3 million tons of
sugar annually but produces just over 2 million
tons, with the gap filled by imports, usually
between July and October when local beet and
sugar cane supplies have wound down. But
traders said high global sugar prices, which
surged 50 percent over the past year, combined
with a rising black market rate for dollars has
made it too expensive and risky for many
importers to obtain sugar in recent months.

Importers have no choice but to turn to the
black market to get dollars, as banks ration mea-
gre supplies, paying 15 Egyptian pounds or
more per dollar versus an official rate of 8.8. At
such rates, more and more traders say they can
no longer buy. “No one is willing to source dol-
lars for this. It is way too expensive,” one sugar
trader said. In the absence of steady imports,
sugar supplies have all but dried up, shop own-
ers, commodity traders, and producers of sugary
foodstuffs told Reuters.

“It’s been four weeks since we’ve had sugar at
any of the branches,” said Aly Ibrahim Aly, a man-
ager at Metro Market, one of Egypt’s largest
supermarket chains. Other shops across Cairo
told Reuters they were getting just a small frac-
tion of their needs, with stocks sold out within
the hour they arrive as customers fight over
bags that have doubled in price in recent weeks.

“I just want to make a cup of tea and I can’t,”
one shopkeeper said. He echoed growing com-
plaints from the public about rising prices and
shortages even as the country looks to imple-
ment further austerity measures ahead of a $12
billion IMF lending program granted preliminary
approval in August.

BLANK CHEQUE
Traders describe the current sugar shortage

as partly self-inflicted, the result of delayed gov-
ernment reaction to conflicting policy pro-

nouncements. The Ministry of Supply said in
June that the country had sugar reserves to sat-
isfy demand for a year. In August, it reneged, say-
ing it needed 500,000 tons to make it until
February, the start of the next harvest.

An arm of the supply ministry bought
around 225,000 tons of sugar in August from
state-owned factories, earmarking for govern-
ment outlets stocks that normally supply the
private sector, traders told Reuters. The private
sector has struggled to procure adequate quan-
tities since then.

“All the sugar is being dedicated to the gov-
ernment subsidy program and nothing is going
to the private sector,” the sugar trader said, refer-
ring to government-run supermarkets that sell
subsidized sugar. “One company basically

offered us a blank cheque and said do whatever
it takes to get it,” he added.

Ultimately they couldn’t find any, he said.
Egypt’s state grain buyer GASC has issued sever-
al sugar tenders over the past two months, buy-
ing about 250,000 tons so far.

GASC’s recent tenders have called for white,
as opposed to raw, sugar in order to bypass
local refinement and head straight to supermar-
ket shelves. That cuts time but adds an $80-
$100 dollar per ton premium, traders said.
Supply Minister Mohamed Ali El-Sheikh said last
week that Egypt had enough sugar stocks to
cover demand for four months - but the manag-
er of one government-run supermarket told
Reuters yesterday that he had been out of stock
for four days. — Reuters

FRANKFURT: Eurozone banks offered
improved conditions for repayment of loans
and saw increased demand for credit in the
third quarter, the European Central Bank said
yesterday.

The ECB surveyed loan officers at 141 banks
across the 19-nation eurozone about the
demand they were experiencing, the condi-
tions of loans once granted and their criteria
for lending to households or businesses.
Boosted by high consumer confidence and
low interest rates, banks said that both house-
holds’ and businesses’ demand for credit grew
in the third quarter.

With both those impulses persisting into
the fourth quarter, the ECB expects the
upward trend in demand to continue through
to December.

Meanwhile, banks granted better repay-
ment conditions to both businesses and
households in July to September, compared
with the previous three months, although the
improvement in terms on household mort-

gages was slower than in the second quarter.
Banks loosened their criteria for taking on
households as clients but did not do the same
for businesses.

In fact, some of the respondents said they
expect to toughen their rules on the business-
es they are prepared to lend money to in the
final quarter of 2016. Yesterday’s report “con-
firms that the conditions are, in general, in
place for a further recovery in bank lending,”
Natixis bank economist Johannes Gareis said.

But the “cautious signal” from banks on
tightening conditions for businesses “has to be
watched carefully,” he added. Using historic
low interest rates, interest-free loans to banks
and 80 billion euros ($87.9 billion) per month
of cash injections into the financial system, the
ECB has for many months sought to boost
demand for credit and banks’ willingness to
offer it.More lending to the real economy will
mean more spending, pushing the rate of infla-
tion towards the ECB’s target of just below 2.0
percent, the central bankers calculate. — AFP
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Shelves go bare in Egypt 
as sugar prices skyrocket

Govt rapidly increasing tenders to import more 

ECB says borrowing easier 
for eurozone households

DUBAI: Several disappointing third-
quarter results from large Saudi Arabian
companies dragged on the kingdom’s
stock index yesterday, while most other
Gulf markets edged up in modest trade.
Egypt pulled back in falling volumes.
Riyadh’s index fell 1.9 percent, with sell-
ing momentum intensifying in the final
hour.  Saudi Arabian Mining Co
(Maaden) fell 1.8 percent after it posted
a 4.6 percent rise in third-quarter net
profit to 83.6 million riyals ($22.3 mil-
lion), below analysts’ average forecast of
122.7 million riyals.

National Industrialization Co (Tasnee)
swung to a net profit of 122.2 million
riyals from a loss of 296.3 million riyals in
the prior-year period. But NCB Capital
said the result was 18 percent below its
expectation and the stock slumped by
its daily limit of 10 percent.

Chief Executive Mutlaq Al-Morished
denied a Bloomberg report that the
firm had stopped making payments on
a $1 billion loan. “Ask any bank. This is
totally inaccurate. We did not default or
delay any payments. Take my word: we
do not suspend a billion dollars,” he
told reporters.

In an interview with Al-Arabiya televi-
sion, he said Tasnee had begun informal
talks with local banks to refinance the
loan at better terms, as it had done with
a 7 billion riyal facility for its Cristal sub-
sidiary earlier this year, with negotia-
tions set to last at least six months.

Saudi Fertilizer Co (SAFCO) fell 4.2
percent to 62.75 riyals after it posted a
68 percent decline in third-quarter net
profit to 181.4 million riyals, missing
analysts’ prediction of 249.2 million
riyals. NCB Capital said this was SAFCO’s
lowest net income on record, blaming
weak gross margins and lower income
from Ibn Al-Baytar, a joint venture with
Saudi Basic Industries . NCB remains
“neutral” on the stock with a 63.40 riyal
target. Sahara Petrochemical tumbled
5.2 percent after posting a 13 percent

drop in net income. Banks were mixed
with Al-Rajhi Bank adding 1.0 percent
after it reported a 16.7 percent rise in
profit, meeting forecasts; it was the first
major bank in Saudi Arabia to report
higher profits for the third quarter.

Analysts at Riyad Capital said there
was no major increase in bad loan provi-
sions at the retail-focused bank in the
third quarter, contrary to many of its cor-
porate-focused peers.

Samba Financial Group dropped 2.1
after it reported a 2.2 percent drop in
quarterly net profit, in line with fore-
casts. Saudi Hollandi Bank recorded a
46.7 percent fall in profit to 262.8 mil-
lion riyals; analysts had forecast 506.4
million riyals. Its shares slumped 6.7
percent. The first Saudi telecommunica-
tions operator to report third-quarter
results, Zain Saudi, fell 5.8 percent after
it reported a third-quarter loss of 267
million riyals.  That was in line with
expectations but quarterly revenue
shrank 7 percent.

UAE REBOUNDS, EGYPT SLIPS
Dubai’s index rose 1.4 percent with

attention focused on small and mid-
sized shares as large-caps have yet to
report third-quarter results. Builder
Arabtec climbed 3.0 percent and Union
Properties added 2.3 percent. In Abu
Dhabi, First Gulf Bank, which has been
volatile in recent days, gained 3.8 per-
cent. The main index closed 1.2 per-
cent higher.

Qatar’s index rose 0.6 percent as 85
percent of the traded shares advanced.
Qatar National Bank, which reported
strong earnings last week, added 1.3
percent. In Cairo, the index edged down
0.4 percent. Trading volumes were
roughly half of those hit on Monday.

Global Telecom Holding, a stock
favoured by international investors, lost
4.4 percent and private equity firm
Qalaa Holdings closed down 4.4 per-
cent. — Reuters 

Saudi hit by weak Q3 
results, UAE rebounds

MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

Turkey’s economy to miss 
official growth targets 



LONDON: World stocks forged higher yesterday
on uncertainty over the future path for US inter-
est rate hikes, while London shrugged off news
of surging inflation. Asian indices advanced as
investors weighed the prospect of a US rate
increase, and on the eve of key economic
growth data in powerhouse economy China. 

In Europe, the FTSE 100 index of leading
British shares was up 1 percent at 7,018 while
Germany’s DAX rose 1.2 percent at 10,632. The
CAC-40 in France was 1.3 percent higher at
4,507. US stocks were poised for a solid open-
ing, with Dow futures and the broader S&P 500
futures up 0.5 percent.

There are a number of events over the rest of

the week that could impinge on investor senti-
ment. Particularly interesting to traders will be
third-quarter growth data out of China today.
Worries over the Chinese economy have sur-
faced on several occasions this year to keep sen-
timent in check. Annual growth is expected to
be steady at 6.7 percent. Anything substantially
below that could prompt some jitters and be
reflected across financial assets.

“Markets appear optimistic going into risk
events including tonight’s China GDP growth
update, today’s final Trump vs Clinton debate
and tomorrow’s ECB policy decision,” said
Mike van Dulken,  head of  research at
Accendo Markets.

The main focus of attention later in the day
will be the release of US inflation data for
September. The consensus in the markets is that
the headline rate edged higher to 1.5 percent,
while the core rate, which strips out volatile
items such as food and energy, held steady at
2.3 percent. The dollar’s near-term fortunes
could hinge on whether those numbers are
higher or lower than anticipated. A higher num-
ber will likely cement expectations that the
Federal Reserve will raise interest rates again
this year, and that could give the dollar a boost.
Anything lower could have the opposite effect.

In Europe, Frankfurt, London and Paris equi-
ties also pushed higher, as the faltering dollar

lifted the energy and mining sectors, deal-
ers said. “Equities are pointing north again
today, buoyed by Fed rate hike uncertainty
taking the dollar from its highs,” said Mike
van Dulken, head of research at trading
firm Accendo Markets.

“This, along with... UK inflation data, is
helping materials prices-notably Brent
crude oil holding above $51 — and thus
energy/miners,” he said. British annual
inflation surged to a near two-year high of
1.0 percent in September, official data
showed yesterday, as a tumbling pound
raised prices of imported goods and
attracted tourists.

ECB policy 
Meanwhile a weaker greenback makes

dollar-priced commodities cheaper for
buyers using stronger currencies, which
boosts demand and prices. In turn, that
translates into rising revenues, profits and
share prices for the broader resources sec-
tor. The gains came amid unease over this
week’s key events that also include the last
US presidential debate and a European
Central Bank monetary policy meeting.

Wall Street pulled back on Monday,
despite better-than-expected earnings
result from Bank of America. A below-par
reading Monday on manufacturing in
New York offset news that overall factory
production grew for the third time in
four months. 

While investors globally expect US
interest rates will rise by the end of the
year, the figures tempered expectations
about the pace of rises after December.
Fed Vice Chairman Stanley Fischer said
interest rates would likely be suppressed
by several factors, including weak eco-

nomic growth at home and abroad and
low corporate investment.

The news added to downward pressure
on the dollar, which fell against the yen,
euro and even the pound in New York. And
while it edged back against the yen on
Tuesday, it continued to struggle against
the euro and pound.

Attention turns to the release
Wednesday of Chinese third-quarter eco-
nomic growth figures, with an AFP survey
predicting a slowdown from the previous
three months.  The figures will be closely
watched after last week’s disappointing
China trade results were tempered by a
better-than-expected inflation reading.

The growth figures will be followed lat-
er in the day by the third US debate in a
bitter presidential election campaign,
while the ECB holds a policy meeting
tomorrow.

ECB chief Mario Draghi will be under
pressure to clarify the bank’s plans after
investors were spooked by talk of an end
to its stimulus program. 

Asian markets climbed yesterday as
mixed readings on the US economy and
comments from a top Federal Reserve offi-
cial raised expectations that US interest
rate rises would be gradual.

Regional stock markets rallied on the
prospect of rates staying low for longer.
Tokyo ended 0.4 percent higher as the dol-
lar pared early losses against the yen.
Hong Kong ended 1.6 percent higher and
Shanghai closed up 1.4 percent.Sydney
gained 0.4 percent and Seoul put on 0.6
percent, while Singapore was up 0.1 per-
cent. Manila surged 2.9 percent, while
there were also healthy gains in Taipei and
Jakarta. — Agencies

World markets climb on Fed uncertainty
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BEIJING: Chinese banks extended 1.22
trillion yuan ($181 billion) in new loans
in September, well above expectations
and capping a record nine-month lend-
ing spree despite growing concerns
about the risks from the country’s bal-
looning debt. Much of the loan growth
in recent months has been driven by a
rapid rise in home mortgages, as China’s
sizzling housing market drives a buying
frenzy that authorities are now trying to
clamp down on without triggering a
price collapse.

China’s credit growth has been “very
fast” by global standards, and without a
comprehensive strategy to tackle the
debt overhang there is a growing risk it
will have a banking crisis or sharply slow-
er growth or both, the International
Monetary Fund said in a working paper
last week.

Analysts polled by Reuters had
expected new lending to increase mod-
estly to 1 trillion yuan in September,
after more than doubling in August to
948.7 billion yuan. Loans over the first
nine months of the year were a record
10.16 trillion yuan ($1.51 trillion), accord-
ing to central bank data on Tuesday.

In September alone, new housing
loans to individuals totalled 475.9 billion
yuan, some 76 percent higher than the
same period last year, Ruan Jianhong, a
central bank official said in a news
release.

Personal mortgages accounted for 39

percent of all new lending last month,
based on Reuters calculations using cen-
tral bank data.

CREDIT GROWTH
In a further sign that authorities are

keeping the system awash with money to
support economic growth, broad M2
money supply grew 11.5 percent in
September from a year earlier, slightly
below forecasts but up from August’s 11.4
percent rise. Outstanding yuan loans grew
13 percent by end-September on an
annual basis. Outstanding loans had been
forecast to rise 12.9 percent, while money
supply was seen up 11.6 percent.

China’s debt has soared to 250 percent
of GDP and the Bank for International
Settlements (BIS) warned in September
that a banking crisis was looming in the
next three years. “Credit booms, even
stealth mini ones, have a stair-step effect
on the credit-to-GDP ratio, which at 250
percent China can ill afford,” Tim Condon,
ING’s chief Asia economist, wrote in a
recent note.

However, Condon believes the recent
credit boom driven by lending for govern-
ment debt swaps has already peaked. For
similar reasons, Capital Economics also
believes credit growth has been easing in
recent months, while acknowledging that
it remains rapid compared with a few
years ago.

Strong lending has also been driven by
Beijing’s push to have local governments

participate in debt swaps, which are
aimed at reducing their interest payments
and freeing up more money for economic
development at the municipal level.

“It will take time for this more cautious
policy stance to impact economic growth,”
said Capital Economics’ China economist
Julian Evans-Pritchard said in a note.

“Indeed, in coming months the econo-
my may continue to propped up by earlier
policy easing. However, a slower expan-
sion in credit is likely to prove a major
headwind to growth next year.”

Total social financing (TSF), a broad
measure of credit and liquidity in the
economy, rose to 1.72 trillion yuan in
September from 1.47 trillion yuan in
August. TSF includes off-balance sheet
forms of financing that exist outside the
conventional bank lending system, such
as initial public offers, loans from trust
companies and bond sales.

M1 money supply, which includes cash
and short-term deposits, rose 24.7 percent
in September from a year earlier, versus
August’s 25.3 percent rise. A widening gap
between M1 and M2 growth has fuelled
concerns about a “liquidity trap” in the
economy where companies remain wary
of investing regardless of how much stim-
ulus policymakers pump into the system.

Central bank Governor Zhou
Xiaochuan said earlier this month that
risks in China’s banking system are con-
trollable even as bad loans increase. But
growing risks of a property bubble have

reinforced expectations that the central
bank will be in no rush to ease policy soon
by cutting interest rates or banks’ reserve
requirements (RRR) further.

“Although we expect economic growth
to slow again in the fourth quarter, the
(property) tightening measures taken by
local governments suggest that short-
term policy is now focused on reining-in

the surge in home prices rather than
boosting growth,” analysts at Nomura said
in a note.

“Against this backdrop, room for the
PBOC to further cut interest rates or the
RRR this year is limited. As such, we
remove our call for one more interest rate
cut and one more RRR cut through the
rest of this year.” —Reuters

China Sept new yuan loans surge to 1.22tn yuan

SANYA: In this picture taken on October 12, 2016, workers weld pieces of
metal in a shop in Sanya. China’s growth slipped to a seven-year low of
6.6 percent in the third quarter, according to an AFP survey, despite
ample stimulus and a red-hot property market in the world’s second-
largest economy. —AFP

WASHINGTON: US consumer prices recorded
their biggest gain in five months in September
as the cost of gasoline and rents surged, point-
ing to a steady build-up of inflation that could
keep the Federal Reserve on track to raise inter-
est rates in December.

The Labor Department said yesterday its
Consumer Price Index increased 0.3 percent last
month after rising 0.2 percent in August. In the
12 months through September, the CPI acceler-
ated 1.5 percent, the biggest year-on-year
increase since October 2014. The CPI rose 1.1
percent in the year to August. “Today’s inflation
data are not hot enough to put a rate hike up on
the table next month, but it is also true the
economy is strong enough to generate some
inflation pressures,” said Chris Rupkey, chief
economist at MUFG Union Bank in New York.

Last month’s increase in the CPI was in line
with economists’ expectations. But underlying
inflation showed signs of moderating amid a
slowdown in the pace of increases in healthcare
costs after recent robust gains. The so-called
core CPI, which strips out food and energy costs,
gained 0.1 percent last month after climbing 0.3
percent in August. That slowed the year-on-year
increase in the core CPI to 2.2 percent following

a 2.3 percent rise in August.
The dollar extended losses after the data,

while Treasury prices turned higher. The retreat
in the monthly core CPI reading will probably do
little to change the view that the Fed will raise
interest rates at its December meeting. The US
central bank has a 2 percent inflation target and
tracks an inflation measure which is hovering at
1.7 percent.  The Fed lifted its short-term interest
rate last December and has held it steady since
because of persistently low inflation.

Last month, gasoline prices jumped 5.8 per-
cent after falling 0.9 percent in August. Gasoline
accounted for more than half of the increase in
the CPI last month. Americans also paid more for
electricity, with prices posting their biggest gain
since December 2014. Households, however, got
some relief from food prices, which were
unchanged for a third straight month. The cost
of food consumed at home declined for a fifth
straight month.

Within the core CPI basket, housing costs rose
further in September. Owners’ equivalent rent of
primary residence increased 0.4 percent, the
largest gain since October 2006, after rising 0.3
percent in August. Medical care costs rose 0.2
percent last month after surging 1.0 percent in

August. The cost of hospital services was
unchanged, while prices for prescription medi-
cine rose 0.8 percent.

The government revised prices for prescrip-
tion drugs from May through August this year as
incorrect data had been used to calculate price
changes. Prescription medicine accounts for
about 1.4 percent of the CPI basket. 

Meanwhile, US homebuilders’ confidence
eased this month after surging to the highest
level in nearly a year in September. Even so,
builders remain optimistic overall about sales
growth in months ahead, a reflection of how
steady job gains are leading more Americans to
buy newly built homes. The National Association
of Home Builders/Wells Fargo builder sentiment
index released yesterday fell two points this
month to 63 following a reading of 65 in
September.

Readings above 50 indicate more builders
view sales conditions as good rather than poor.
The index has held above 60 the past two
months after hovering at 58 earlier this year.
Builders’ view of current sales and a gauge of
traffic by prospective buyers declined. Their out-
look for sales over the next six months
increased. —Agencies

Rising gasoline and rents 
push US inflation higher 

Homebuilder sentiment rises in October

The headquarters of investment banking and securities firm Goldman Sachs
in lower Manhattan, in New York. —AFP

NEW YORK: Goldman Sachs Group Inc
reported much bigger profits yesterday
than Wall Street had been expecting,
helped by a substantial rebound in bond
trading.

Goldman, the fifth-largest US bank by
assets, has historically been more reliant
on bond trading than its peers, but the
business has been suffering for years from
weak volumes and costly financial reform
rules. However, the third quarter was a
good one for bond trading revenue across
Wall Street, thanks to Britain’s surprise
vote to quit the European Union and
uncertainty about monetary policy in the
United States and elsewhere. Goldman
joined JPMorgan Chase & Co, Citigroup Inc
and Bank of America Corp in reporting
stronger results from the business.

Goldman’s  revenue f rom trading
fixed-income securities, commodities
and currencies jumped 34 percent, to
$1.96 billion, from the third quarter of
2015. It was the biggest contributor to
overal l  net  revenue,  which was a lso
helped by big gains in Goldman’s invest-
ing and lending business.

The bank generated $2.1 billion in net
income for common shareholders, up 58
percent from the year-earlier period. It
was the bank’s second straight rise in
quarterly profit after four quarters of
decline. Earnings per share rose to $4.88
from $2.90,  par tly because Goldman
bought back roughly 22 million of its own
shares over that time. Analysts on average
had expected earnings of $3.82 per share,
according to Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S.

Chief Executive Lloyd Blankfein
described it as “solid performance” across
Goldman’s franchise. Goldman’s shares,
which have fallen 6.2 percent this year,

were up 1.9 percent at $172.21 in early
trading. Its chief rival, Morgan Stanley, is
due to report results today, wrapping up
what has been a better-than-expected
reporting period for big US banks. In addi-
tion to revenue gains,  Goldman was
helped by keeping a lid on costs. The bank
launched an efficiency program earlier
this year, with the goal of reducing annual
expenses by $700 million.

Operating expenses rose 10 percent
compared to a 19 percent rise in revenue,
and staff levels were down 5 percent over
the year-earlier period. Goldman’s return-
on-equity - a closely watched measure of
how well a bank uses shareholder money
to generate profit - was 11.2 percent in
the quarter. Those returns have been
weighed down by higher capital require-
ments imposed following the 2007-2009
financial crisis. Analysts and investors
generally expect big banks to produce
returns of at least 10 percent to meet
their basic cost of capital.

Revenue from investments and loans
Goldman makes with its own balance
sheet more than doubled, to $1.4 billion.
The bank attributed the rise to higher
stock market values.

Investment banking revenue, which
includes income from advising on merg-
ers and acquisitions as well as underwrit-
ing bond and share offerings, fell 1.2 per-
cent to $1.54 billion. Goldman topped all
banks globally in M&A fees in the quarter,
a  s low one for  deals,  but  trai led
JPMorgan in revenue from underwriting
bond and equity offerings, according to
Thomson Reuters data. Its investment
management division generated revenue
of $1.49 billion, up 4 percent from the
year-ago period. —Reuters

Goldman Sachs profit 
beats expectations

LONDON: British inflation recorded its biggest
jump in two years last month, setting the tone
for a steep rise in prices over the coming year
as sterling’s post-Brexit plunge squeezes
household finances. Annual consumer price
inflation rose to 1.0 percent in September from
0.6 percent in August - a leap not seen since
June 2014, official figures showed yesterday.
The rate of inflation was its highest since
November that year.

There was no direct evidence that sterling’s
near 20 percent slide against the US dollar
since the referendum decision to leave the
European Union was the driver of September’s
price jump, the Office for National Statistics
said. But economists said it would be a grow-
ing factor in the months ahead as the weaker
pound pushes up the cost of imports. “With
wage growth more or less steady, the rise in
inflation over the last year has already taken
about a percentage point off real income
growth,” HSBC economist Liz Martins said.

More price rises will eat into the spending
power of consumers who have so far proven
resilient to the Brexit shock. The Resolution
Foundation think tank warned that Britons
were likely to suffer a return to falling wages in
real terms, something which blighted the
economy in the years following the financial
crisis until late 2014.

Sterling rose briefly against the dollar and
British government bond prices fell after the
stronger-than-expected figures which will fur-
ther dampen expectations that the Bank of
England will cut interest rates again this year.
Governor Mark Carney last week said the BoE
could tolerate “a bit” of an overshoot against its
2 percent inflation target, to help accommo-
date economic growth and employment.

INFLATION WARNING SIGNS
The BoE said in August that inflation would

hit its 2 percent target in around a year and
then overshoot it for the next couple of years.
Many economists now expect sterling’s latest
fall could push inflation to around 3 percent
and that, combined with signs that the econo-
my did not suffer an immediate Brexit slump, is
likely to put the BoE off a further rate cut this
year. As recently as last month, the BoE said a
rate cut was still likely.

“The bigger-than-expected drop in sterling
has done a lot of the work for the Bank of
England,” said Berenberg Bank economist
Kallum Pickering, adding that he only expected
a rate cut if economic conditions deteriorate.
Most of the rise in inflation in September was
due to the biggest monthly jump in clothing
prices since 2010 and a rise in fuel costs, which
had been falling a year earlier. —Reuters

Ryanair cuts profit 
forecast but says 
demand growing

DUBLIN: Ryanair cut its annual profit forecast yes-
terday due to a weaker pound, but its share price
rose after it said it expected to boost its market
share in the coming months by selling more tickets
at cheaper prices.

Europe’s largest low-cost airline, which expects
sterling to account for a quarter of its earnings this
year, said an 18 percent slide in the pound against the
dollar following the country’s vote to leave the
European Union had forced it to cut its profit forecast
by 5 percent. Fare prices may drop by between 13
percent and 15 percent, it said. The airline said it
expects net profit for the year to March 31 of
between 1.3 billion euros ($1.46 billion) and 1.35 bil-
lion euros, down from a previous forecast of 1.375 bil-
lion euros to 1.425 billion euros.

The mean forecast of 16 analysts polled by
Reuters ahead of the profit warning was 1.38 billion
euros. Ryanair’s warning follows a number of similar
statements from rivals including low-cost carrier
easyJet and British Airways-owner IAG and
Germany ’s Lufthansa. Chief Executive Michael
O’Leary said the reduced forecast “remains heavily
dependent upon no further weakness in second-half
fares or sterling from its current levels.” Having fallen
0.5 percent in early trading, Ryanair shares were up
3.5 percent at 0933 GMT after O’Leary told analysts
that he expected Ryanair’s sales and market share to
grow in the coming months.

“We are in a low-fare environment, but we like low-
fare environments because we are the lowest-cost pro-
ducer,” O’Leary said. “We are taking very significant traf-
fic away from incumbents ... and we see that continu-
ing.” Ryanair’s policy is to maintain passenger numbers
whatever the fare and then earn money on extras such
as fees for choosing seats and on-board refreshments.

O’Leary said Ryanair planned to increase passenger
numbers to 119 million from an earlier forecast of 117
million, piling further pressure on competitors. Ryanair
is currently receiving around 50 planes a year from
Boeing and O’Leary said he would consider adding
more planes than scheduled in 2018 or 2019. Rival
easyJet, which depends on the UK for around half of
sales, has already cut its profit forecast by a quarter for
the year to Sept. 30 in the wake of the Brexit vote.

British airline Monarch last week was kept alive by a
165 million pound ($205.18 million) bailout from
investors, having warned in September that security
concerns and the devaluation of the pound had made
market conditions difficult. “Tough trading conditions
are an opportunity to make strategic progress at the
expense of weaker competitors,” Liberium analyst
Gerald Khoo said in a note. —Reuters

UK inflation surge likely 
a taste of more to come

LONDON: Shoppers walking past a branch of clothing retailer Topshop on
Oxford Street in central London. British annual inflation surged to a near two-
year high of 1.0 percent in September, official data showed yesterday. —AFP
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KUWAIT: Dedicated to helping profes-
sionals in the payments industry to con-
tinuously enhance their skill sets and stay
up-to-date on industry trends, the
Bahrain Institute of Banking & Finance -
BIBF’s Payments Academy and Mastercard
have announced a first-of-its-kind collab-
oration in Bahrain. 

The BIBF is the training arm of the
Central Bank of Bahrain and the region’s
premier training and development
provider, recognized for the value,
thought leadership and quality of its pro-
grams. As part of the collaboration with
BIBF’s Payments Academy, Mastercard
Academy Middle East and Africa (MEA)
will develop an engaging academic and
training module designed to enhance
technical performance and leadership
qualities for professionals in the financial
sector. Speaking about the program,

Raghav Prasad, General Manager for Gulf
Countries, Mastercard, said: “We are excit-
ed to see our shared efforts in honing
intellectual and technical capabilities in
Bahrain improve customer satisfaction
and effectiveness of financial services.
The collaboration will emerge as an
important component in countries look-
ing to boost education and build a knowl-
edge-based economy.” 

The BIBF’s Head of Banking and
Accounting, Deen Jayah also stated, “The
Academy is an initiative taken by the BIBF
to fill a gap that prevailed in the financial
services to upskill staff talent within the
payments sector. This initiative would
introduce latest industry-related training
courses that will not only be used to train
existing staff but bring new talent from
Bahrain and the GCC region to the pay-
ment sector, giving them new career

opportunities in the process.” 
Since its inception in 1981, the BIBF

has been committed to providing quality
education across major business disci-
plines, thereby playing a crucial role in
human capital development in the coun-
try. It currently offers over 300 different
courses to the financial and corporate
market, and enrolls close to 20,000
trainees annually. 

Mastercard is proud to invest in skill
development across Middle East and
Africa and create a growing pool of quali-
fied human resources that will guide the
future of the financial sector in this part
of the world. It is geared towards increas-
ing thought leadership in a region
endowed with the energies and creativi-
ty of youth, and will continue to harness
their talents to realize its vision of a
‘World Beyond Cash’. 

Mastercard, BIBF partner to spur skill development in financial sector

(Left to right) Solveig Nicklos, BIBF Director and Raghav Prasad, GM for Gulf
Countries, Mastercard.

KUWAIT: Huawei 1st Innovation Day in the
Middle East, a conference organized on the side-
lines of GITEX 2016,  saw participation of key
decision makers from the local, regional and
international ICT and enterprise organizations
who came together to discuss how ICT is shap-
ing the future of the region. 

Under the theme “Leading New ICT - Shape
the Future”, industry leaders discussed the role
of ICT innovation in driving the digital transfor-
mation agenda, supporting the development of
key sectors and contributing to the achievement
of national initiatives and visions across the
region. The event kicked off with a welcome
address by David Harmon, Vice-President of
Global Public Affairs at Huawei, in which he
praised GCC governments for setting a clear pri-
ority to encourage an entrepreneurial society
that helps drive GDP growth, job prosperity and
innovative services that solve everyday prob-
lems for their citizens. 

The event included a panel discussion titled
‘Leading New ICT - Shape the Future’, led by
Roland Sladek, Vice President of International

Media Affairs at Huawei, and included a number
of leaders from across the spectrum of the ICT
industry, from government entities, operators,
channels, partners and academia.

Innovation Day panelists included visionaries
and global thought leaders including Ferhad
Patel,  director of the Reseller Channel
Organization for Asia Pacific and Japan at Intel
Corporation; Marwan Abdulla Bin Dalmook,
Senior Vice President, Managed Services
Operations of Smart City and Smart Government
Initiative Lead at du; Fahem Al Nuaimi, CEO,
Ankabut; Eric Woods, Research director at
Navigant Research; Dr Anas Najdawi, Chair of e-
Business program, Canadian University of Dubai;
Safder Nazir, Regional VP, Smart Cities at Huawei;
and Xiao Peng, CEO of Pegasus.

Huawei ME Innovation Day also saw the
launch of Huawei’s Smart City Index, which was
developed in collaboration with Navigant
Research and provided an assessment on the
state of smart readiness across Gulf States. The
study looked at ICT infrastructure in major cities
and evaluated their readiness for the next level

of smart city adoption. “Innovation has played a
key role in Huawei’s success and expansion over
the last 30 years. The company has invested
around $30 billion just in the last ten years on
research and development, and has launched 16
R&D centers worldwide along with 36 joint inno-
vation centers,” said Charles Yang, President of
Huawei Middle East. “Innovation is a fundamen-
tal element in today’s intelligent revolution and
a key enabler for ICT development. Innovation
Day is a reflection of Huawei’s deep commit-
ment to collaborate closely with all players from
across the industry and to build an ecosystem
that brings closer to a better connected world.”

Spacelee, VP of Public Relations at Huawei
Middle East, delivered a speech on the increas-
ing focus by regional governments in develop-
ing smart city initiatives and demonstrated how
intelligent innovation is changing industries,
skillsets and traditional ways of doing things.
Governments are looking to ICT innovation to
create more efficient services, provide conven-
ience and ultimately ensure the safety and hap-
piness of their people. 

Industry leaders discuss 
impact of ICT innovation 

Huawei Middle East Innovation Day

KUWAIT: Yusuf A Alghanim and Sons
Automotive, the exclusive distributor of
Chevrolet vehicles in Kuwait, is proud to
host one of the biggest and most anticipat-
ed car events of the year: the 50th launch
anniversary of the legendary Chevrolet
Camaro. The action-packed event will take
place at the Sirbb Circuit in Shuwaikh, on
Saturday, October 22nd at 5pm, in cooper-
ation with the Kuwait Camaro Club.

Chevrolet Alghanim elevates the excite-
ment by bringing a one-of-a-kind lineup of
accessorized Camaro models, giving visi-
tors a glimpse of how even the lightest,
leanest and meanest sports car can be per-
sonalized around its driver’s unique taste
and personality. In addition to an acces-
sorized lineup of other Chevrolet lineup,
visitors will  also get to marvel at the
remarkable history of the Camaro in one
fell swoop through the Legacy Generation
display along with the official reveal of the
50th anniversary edition during the event.

To complement the thrill-driven spirit of
the Camaro, Chevrolet Alghanim will pres-
ent a heart-pumping “Performance Drive”

to showcase the amazing capabilities of the
sixth-generation Camaro, such as its instan-
taneous response to brake and stop within
a remarkably short distance. On top of oth-
er exciting activities and valuable prizes,
the event will also feature the biggest num-
ber of test drives performed in one day,
which is an incredible feat given that audi-
ence’s participation is a crucial component
in setting the record.

Released in 1967 to an immediate
acclaim and attention, the Camaro has con-
tinued to push the envelope for 50 years-
through advanced performance technolo-
gy, meticulous design and engineering
mastery-ultimately culminating in the
introduction of sixth-generation models.
Indeed, with refinements that can be seen
in every sculpted bodyline, felt in every
turn, and heard in the roar of the four avail-
able powertrains, the sixth-generation
Camaro heralds a new era of performance.

Chevrolet Alghanim invites its cus-
tomers to mark the celebration in their cal-
enderers and participate in one of must-
go-to events of the year.

Chevrolet Alghanim celebrates
50th anniversary of Camaro 

Celebration in cooperation with Kuwait 
Camaro Club on Oct 22 at Sirbb Circuit

KUWAIT: Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ the
prominent global jewellery retailer unveils
the ‘Delightful Diwali’ campaign in Kuwait
commencing from  October 19, 2016. This
season, Malabar Gold & Diamonds show-
cases the latest collection of gold, diamond
& precious gems jewellery in their outlets,
to celebrate this festive period. 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds give their
customers an opportunity to win big this
festive season, making their Diwali a
delightful one. Customers can win a guar-
anteed gold coin or up to 500 gold coins
instantly on purchase of gold jewellery
worth KD 200 via Scratch N Win coupons. 

Adding to the above, customers also get
two gram gold coin on diamond jewellery
purchase of KD 400 and a one gram gold
coin on purchase of diamond jewellery
worth KD 250. 

Other exciting offers that customers can
avail during the campaign are no making
charges for 8 gram gold coins. Also, cus-
tomers can protect the gold rate at Malabar
Gold & Diamonds on payment of 10% of
the entire amount on the selected gold

jewellery. Furthermore, customers can avail
the zero deduction offer on 22K (GCC) gold
jewellery exchange as well.  All the afore-
mentioned offers are valid until Nov 5,
2016. To add more glitter to this season,
they have also unveiled the latest collec-
tion of jewellery specially designed for
Diwali in gold, diamonds and precious
gems to suit the tastes of their multicultur-
al and multinational customers. Malabar
Gold & Diamonds has incorporated these
designs as a part of various brands present-
ed at Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ namely
Ethnix - Handcrafted Designer Jewellery,
Era - Uncut Diamond Jewellery, Mine -
Diamonds Unlimited, Divine- Indian
Heritage Jewellery and Precia - Precious
Gem Jewellery 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds has always
been at the forefront in gold jewellery
manufacturing, wholesaling and retailing
and plans on being the ‘most- preferred’
jewellery retailer in the market in the com-
ing years. The group strives to continue
embarking on its journey by further
expanding in the near future.

Win up to 500 gold coins 
this Diwali at Malabar 

Gold & Diamonds

KUWAIT: In line with its unceasing commitment to
guarantee the safety and peace of mind of its cus-
tomers, Yusuf A. Alghanim & Sons Automotive, the
exclusive distributor of Chevrolet vehicles in Kuwait, is
excited announce its free winter checkup campaign
on all  Chevrolet vehicles being serviced at any
Chevrolet service center, starting from October 16 till
November 30, 2016.

This special safety checkup entails a detailed
inspection performed by a team of professionally
trained service advisors using the latest tools and tech-
nology available for car inspection and service. The
checkup covers the most important mechanical and
electrical components related to a car’s operation and
safety, including disk brakes, tire treads and pressure,
car battery, windshield wipers, front and rear lights,
suspension, shock absorbers and controlling sticks.

Once the checkup has been performed, customers
will receive a comprehensive report detailing the con-
dition of the car, the required maintenance and pric-
ing. With great discounts on spare parts and labor fees
on maintenance cost and professional service, cus-
tomers can enjoy driving their Chevy safely this win-
ter-a season known to initiate car malfunctions and
other mitigating effects due to the extremely low
temperatures.

Chevrolet Alghanim encourages customers to take
advantage of this free checkup before it’s too late and
certainly before their cars get untimely malfunctioned
in the unbearably cold weather.

Customers can benefit from this amazing checkup
offer by visiting either the Shuwaikh Service Center,
located in Shuwaikh Industrial Area, from Saturday to
Thursday, 7.00 am till 7:00pm, and Friday, 2:00pm till
7:00 pm, or the Fahaheel Service Center, from Saturday
to Wednesday, 7:30 am till 1:00pm and from 2:00pm till
6:00pm, and Thursday, from 7:30am till 1:00pm. For
appointments and enquiries, call customer center at
24969000.

Prepare for winter with 
Chevrolet Alghanim free 
safety checkup campaign

MILAN: Italians worried about the stability of
their banks have found a new place to put
their money: The state-controlled post office.
“Nobody knows where your money is safe
today,” says Leonardo Galli, a 58-year-old
accountant who has resolved to move all his
savings out of his bank to a current account
with Poste Italiane, one of many who are
deserting the banking sector.

“Poste Italiane is state controlled, this is a
safeguard,” he explains. He already channels
his salary into a Poste Italiane account and
pays his bills through a standing order made
at a post office branch a few steps away from
his office. The 154-year-old Poste Italiane is
winning deposits as fast as some traditional
lenders are losing them, attracting savers dis-
illusioned with a banking system that is
straining under bad debts and appears to be
in permanent crisis.

Alarmed by daily media reports about fal-
tering bank rescue plans, savers have deposit-
ed about 3 billion euros ($3.4 billion) in the
post office in the last six months alone.

Poste, owned 65 percent by the state and
with a network of 13,000 branches, reported
a 6.5 percent jump in deposits in the first half
of this year. They continued to grow in the
third quarter, a source at Poste Italiane said. It
is unclear how much of this money has been
taken from the banking sector, but troubled
lenders such as Monte dei Paschi di Siena and
Banca Carige leaked deposits at a similar rate,
around 6 percent, in the same period.

For Galli, from the northern town of Como,
Poste’s yellow-and-blue logo represents secu-
rity and stability but it has other advantages
he could not find at his bank. In opening an
account two years ago, he was attracted by
Poste’s extensive network, low costs and
offices that opened on Saturday mornings. He
was also pleased with the return on some

investments he made recently through Poste.
“I have invested money in a fund and I

earned a yield my bank couldn’t match,” Galli
said. He did not want to reveal the name of the
lender, but said it was one of Italy’s major banks.

A HAVEN OR A RISK?
What many of Poste Italiane’s savers do

not know is that the post office does not have
a banking license, even though it takes
deposits and offers loans under the brand-
name BancoPosta. And, in the event of a full-
blown financial crisis, it may not be the finan-
cial haven that some savers believe it to be.

BancoPosta does not subscribe to Italy’s
voluntary fund to insure deposits, which
guarantees savers for up to 100,000 euros
deposited into bank accounts. To protect its
depositors, it says it has ring-fenced capital
equal to 1 billion euros and an extra buffer of
400 million euros kept with the state treasury.

Under a presidential decree, BancoPosta
can take deposits provided they are invested
in eurozone sovereign bonds, but the post
office’s deposit-taking arm has chosen to
invest almost entirely in Italian debt, at rough-
ly 40 billion euros. In total, Poste Italiane has
more than 60 percent of its assets tied up in
Italian government debt, including another
nearly 80 billion euros held under the group’s
insurance arm. By contrast, Italy’s best-capital-
ized major bank, Intesa Sanpaolo, invests 12.8
percent of its assets in Italian state debt,
including bonds held by its insurance arm.

Some analysts say Poste Italiane’s large
exposure to the state could increase if the
group’s bid to buy an Italian fund manager,
Pioneer Investments, is successful. Pioneer,
currently held by Italy ’s largest lender
UniCredit , has a sizeable exposure to Italian
debt being one the country’s biggest asset
managers. — Reuters

Italian savers bank on post 
office to survive next crisis
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MANASSAS, VIRGINA: From the outside, the sin-
gle-engine Cessna Caravan that took off from a
small airport here on Monday looked unremarkable.
But inside the cockpit, in the right seat, a robot with
spindly metal tubes and rods for arms and legs and
a claw hand grasping the throttle, was doing the fly-
ing. In left seat, a human pilot tapped commands to
his mute colleague using an electronic tablet.
The demonstration was part of a government and
industry collaboration that is attempting to replace
the second human pilot in two-person flight crews
with robot co-pilots that never tire, get bored, feel
stressed out or become distracted.

The program’s leaders even envision a day when
planes and helicopters, large and small, will fly peo-
ple and cargo without any human pilot on board.
Personal robot planes may become a common
mode of travel. Consider it the aviation equivalent
of the self-driving car.

The program, known as Aircrew Labor In-Cockpit
Automation System or ALIAS, is funded by the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and
run by Aurora Flight Sciences, a private contractor.
With both the military and airlines struggling with
shortages of trained pilots, defense officials say they
see an advantage to reducing the number of pilots
required to fly large planes or helicopters while at
the same time making operations safer and more

efficient by having a robot step in to pick up the
mundane tasks of flying.

Taking over a lot of the workload
The idea is to have the robot augment the

human pilot by taking over a lot of the workload,
thus freeing the human pilot - especially in emer-
gencies and demanding situations - to think strate-
gically. “It’s really about a spectrum of increasing
autonomy and how humans and robots work
together so that each can be doing the thing that
its best at,” said John Langford, Aurora’s chairman
and CEO. Sophisticated computers flying planes
aren’t new. In today’s airliners, the autopilot is on
nearly the entire time the plane is in the air. Airline
pilots do most of their flying for brief minutes dur-
ing takeoffs and landings, and even those critical
phases of flight could be handled by the autopilot.

But the ALIAS robot goes steps further. For
example, an array of cameras allows the robot to
see all the cockpit instruments and read the gauges.
It can recognize whether switches are in the on or
off position, and can flip them to the desired posi-
tion. And it learns not only from its experience fly-
ing the plane, but also from the entire history of
flight in that type of plane.

The robot “can do everything a human can do”
except look out the window, Langford said. But give

the program time and maybe the robot can be
adapted to do that too, he said. In other ways, the
robot is better than the human pilot, reacting faster
and with knowledge instantaneously available, able
to call up every emergency checklist for a possible
situation, officials said.

It some ways, it will be like flying with a “co-pilot
genius,” Langford said. “The robot carries in them the
DNA of every flight hour in that (aircraft) system,
every accident,” he said. “It’s like having a human
pilot with 600,000 hours of experience.”

The ALIAS robot is designed to be a “drop-in”
technology, ready for use in any plane or helicopter,
even 1950s vintage aircraft built before electronics.
But the robot faces a lot of hurdles before it’s ready
to start replacing human pilots, not the least of
which is that it would require a massive rewrite of
Federal Aviation Administration safety regulations.
Even small changes to FAA regulations often take
years to make.

Elements of the ALIAS technology could be
adopted within the next five years, officials said,
much the way automakers are gradually adding
automated safety features that are the building
blocks of self-driving technology to cars today. Dan
Patt, DARPA’s ALIAS program manager, said he thinks
replacing human pilots with robots is still a couple of
decades away, but Langford said he believes the

transition will happen sooner than that.
Pilot unions, however, are skeptical that robots

can replace humans in the cockpit. Keith Hagy, the
Air Line Pilots Association’s director of engineering
and safety, pointed to instances of multiple system
failures during flights where only through the heroic
efforts of pilots able to improvise were lives saved. In
2010, for example, an engine on a jumbo-sized
Qantas airliner with 450 people on board blew up,
firing shrapnel that damaged multiple other critical
aircraft systems and the plane’s landing gear. The
plane’s overloaded flight management system
responded with a cascading series of emergency
messages for which there was no time to respond.
By chance, there were five experienced pilots on
board - including three captains - who, working
together, were able to land the plane. But it was a
close call.

“Those are the kind of abnormal situations when
you really need a pilot on board with that judgment
and experience and to make decisions,” Hagy said. “A
robot just isn’t going to have that kind of capability.”

David Strayer, a University of Utah professor of
cognition and neural science who has studied the
human-machine interface, agreed. “Pilots are going
to make mistakes, but a skilled human in that con-
text, their expertise is quite amazing,” he said. “It’s a
high bar for the robot to meet.” —AP

Pilot in the cockpit may someday be a robot

85% of Businesses in UAE and Saudi Arabia 

Feel Threatened by Digital Start-ups 

Digital start-ups Business Obsolete Within 3-5 Years
DUBAI: 85% of businesses believe digital start-ups
will pose a threat to their organization, either now
or in the future, according to new research from
Dell Technologies. This phenomenon is propelling
innovative companies forward and accelerating the
demise of others. Almost half (45%) of businesses
surveyed fear they may become obsolete in the
next three to five years due to competition from
digital-born start-ups.

Some companies are feeling badly bruised by
the pace of change. More than half (54%) of busi-
ness leaders have experienced significant disrup-
tion in their industries over the past three years
as  a  result  of  d igita l  technologies  and the
Internet of Everything, and 44% of businesses
don’t know what their industry will look like in
three years’ time.

The findings result from an independent survey
by Vanson Bourne of 4,000 business leaders-from
mid-size to large enterprises-across 16 countries
and 12 industries including UAE and Saudi Arabia

Patchy Progress or Digital Crisis looming?
Some companies have barely started their digi-

tal transformation. Many have taken a piecemeal
approach. Only a small minority have almost com-
pleted their digital transformation. Only 7% of
businesses surveyed are performing critical digital
business attributes* well. While only parts of many
businesses are thinking and acting digitally, the
vast majority (71%) admits digital transformation
could be more widespread throughout their
organization.

Nearly two-thirds (63%) confess to not acting on

intelligence in real-time. Only 41% of businesses
reported to meet customers top demand for better
security, while only 46% of businesses said they can
meet the demand for 24/7 faster access to services
and information

Dell Technologies’ Digital Transformation Index
supplements the research and rates companies
based on respondents’ perceived performance
about their firms’ digital transformation. According
to the benchmark, only 4% of businesses in UAE
and Saudi Arabia have catapulted themselves into
the Digital Leaders group
1. Digital Leaders: 4% - digital transfor-

mation, in its various forms, is ingrained in the
DNA of the business 

2. Digital Adopters: 13% - have a mature digital
plan, investments and innovations in place 

3. Digital Evaluators: 35% - cautiously and gradu-
ally embracing digital transformation, planning
and investing for the future  

4. Digital Followers: 37% - very few digital invest-
ments; tentatively starting to plan for the future

5. Digital Laggards: 11% - do not have a digital
plan, limited initiatives and investments in place

Digital Rescue Plan 
Given the acute threat of disruption, business-

es are starting to escalate a remedy. To advance
their digital transformation: 

73% agree they need to prioritize a centralized
technology strategy for their business

64% are planning to invest in IT infrastructure
and digital skills leadership

69% are expanding their software develop-
ment capabilities  

In order of priority according to respondents,
the top planned IT investments over the next three
years are: 

Internet of Things technologies- 43%
Ultra-high performance technologies (Example:

Flash) - 42%
Analytics,  big data and data processing

(Example: Data Lakes) - 42%
Next Generate Mobile Apps - -41%
“We’re in the midst of the next industrial revolu-

tion that will fundamentally alter the way we live,
work and relate to one another. This shift will trans-
form the way every business in every industry oper-
ates. We are already witnessing a transformation of
business priorities as both public and private sector
entities across this vast region continue to invest in
advanced new technologies to better meet chang-
ing customer needs and expectations. In the near
future, almost every business will have software
development expertise at its core. Many of these
companies will be brand new; others - having not
written a line of code in 20 years - will have been
on a momentous journey. New digital products and
services will drive the transformation of IT infra-
structure as businesses struggle to manage 1000x
more users and 1000x more data. We believe that
this monumental change is rich with opportunity,
and we see ourselves as the transformational cata-
lyst,  and partner,  for our customers,” said
Mohammed Amin, Senior Vice President, Turkey,
Eastern Europe, Africa and Middle East at Dell EMC.

MIAMI: Orbital ATK on Monday
launched its Antares rocket en route to
the International Space Station for the
first time since a massive explosion
after liftoff two years ago. The new
Antares 230 rocket propelled an
unmanned cargo capsule, called
Cygnus, toward the orbiting outpost
carrying 5,100 pounds (2,300 kilo-
grams) of supplies, food and science
experiments.

The white rocket emblazoned with
an American flag lit up the clear night
sky as it blasted off from Wallops
Island, Virginia, at 7:45 pm (2345
GMT), and was visible to millions of
people along the US East Coast from
Massachusetts to South Carolina. The
first and second stage portion of the
rocket separated about five minutes
after the launch as planned, and the
Cygnus cargo ship reached orbit
shortly after,  according to a l ive
broadcast of the launch on NASA tel-
evision. “We have Cygnus spacecraft
separation,” an Orbital ATK commen-
tator said amid the sound of applause
in mission control. 

It is scheduled to berth at the space
station early on Sunday, October 23.
After the Cygnus is unloaded, astro-
nauts will repack it with trash from the
space station. The spaceship will
unlatch from the ISS in a month and
burn up on re-entry into Earth’s
atmosphere. The previous Antares
rocket exploded in a fireball on
October 28, 2014 just seconds after
liftoff, destroying the cargo capsule
and damaging the launch pad.

After an investigation, Orbital
blamed the accident on a flaw in the
rocket’s AJ26 engines, which had been

designed four decades earlier in the
Soviet Union, and were supplied by
Aerojet Rocketdyne. The Antares 230 is
powered by new RD-181 engines from
Russian manufacturer NPO
Energomash. “These engines have
flown in slightly different variations on
other rockets,” said Frank Culbertson,
president of Orbital ATK, in a news
conference Saturday.

Since the blast, the launch pad has
been rebuilt at a cost of $15 million,
and the rocket has been overhauled to

be more powerful. “So yeah, we are
always nervous, but I am extremely
confident in this team and in this hard-
ware,” he told reporters.

Cargo missions resumed    
The launch was initially planned for

Thursday, October 13, but was
rescheduled a few times. A liftoff for
Sunday was scratched due to a ground
support cable that “did not perform as
expected during the pre-launch check-
out,” the company said in a statement.

In December 2014, Orbital resumed
cargo missions to space as part of a
$1.9 billion contract with NASA.
Instead of the Antares rocket, the com-
pany used a United Launch Alliance
Atlas V rocket to propel the cargo to
space from a launchpad in Cape
Canaveral, Florida.

After the 2014 blast, the Cygnus
cargo ship was redesigned to be able
to carry a larger payload. 

Monday marked the third such
flight of a similarly improved Cygnus
vehicle, with new solar arrays and fuel
tanks. The cargo ship is carrying food
and supplies for the six-member astro-
naut crew in orbit, including science
experiments to test the behavior of
fire in space.

In addition to Orbital ATK, US com-
pany SpaceX is engaged in a contract
with NASA to supply the space station,
using its Falcon 9 rocket and Dragon
cargo ship. SpaceX has also suffered
explosions after launch, including one
in June 2015 that destroyed a Falcon 9
rocket and Dragon cargo ship headed
to the space station, and a blast last
month that blew up a Falcon 9 rocket
and its Israeli satellite during a routine
launchpad test.

The 30-year US space shuttle pro-
gram was retired in 2011, leaving the
United States no program for reaching
space. For now, the world’s astronauts
must purchase seats aboard Russia’s
Soyuz spaceships at a cost of some
$71 million each. Orbital and SpaceX
can ship cargo to orbit, however. 

NASA has also signed contracts
with SpaceX and Boeing to begin
launching astronauts to space in the
next two years. —AFP

First launch for Orbital’s 

Antares rocket since ‘14 blast

Rocket visible to millions of people along East Coast

VIRGINIA, UNITED STATES: This NASA handout photo shows the
Orbital ATK Antares rocket, with the Cygnus spacecraft onboard,
taking off from launch Pad-0A, October 17, 2016 at NASA’s Wallops
Flight Facility. —AFP

SINGAPORE: A car taking part in the world’s first
public trial of driverless taxis was slightly damaged
yesterday when it collided with a lorry in
Singapore, its operator said. No one was hurt in
the accident in One North, a suburban research
campus where the vehicle has been on a limited
run since August, US software firm nuTonomy said

in a statement. “None of the people involved was
injured. The nuTonomy car, which was operating
with two engineers onboard, was travelling at a
low speed at the time of the incident,” it said.

A company spokeswoman told AFP the dam-
age to the car was “minimal” and the trial has not
been suspended. The cause of the accident is not

yet known. The company, police and Singapore’s
Land Transport Authority are investigating.

The authority said in a statement the taxi was
changing lanes when it collided with the lorry.
NuTonomy became the world’s first company to
launch driverless taxi trials in public, beating rival
Uber by weeks. —AFP

Driverless taxi hits lorry in Singapore trial
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ST. LOUIS: Washington University in St.
Louis said Monday that it has stopped using
sedated cats to train medical students how
to insert breathing tubes down babies’
throats, effectively ending the practice in
the US, according to a medical ethics group.

The university’s School of Medicine said
in a statement that after a “significant invest-
ment” in its simulation center, it will now
provide neonatal intubation training using
only mannequins and advanced simulators,
effective immediately.

The school said improvements in simula-
tors made the change possible. Cats current-
ly at the university are being adopted by
employees of the medical center. “In the 25-
plus years the university has relied on cats in
teaching this procedure, none was harmed
during training,” the statement read.

The Physicians Committee for
Responsible Medicine, a medical ethics non-
profit, applauded the decision, saying the
practice was cruel to animals and unneces-

sary for students. The group said it was the
last of the 198 US pediatrics programs still
using cats.

“The best way to teach emergency air-
way intervention is on human-relevant
training methods. I commend Washington
University for switching to modern meth-
ods,” said Dr. John Pippin, director of aca-
demic affairs for the Physicians Committee.

Washington University’s use of cats has
drawn criticism in recent years, with critics
contending that the animals suffer pain and
injuries ranging from cracked teeth to punc-
tured lungs. Protests broke out in 2013 after
an undercover video of the university’s train-
ing in pediatric advanced life support was
released by People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals. The video shows a trainee putting
tubes down the throat of a sedated cat,
sometimes struggling to get it right.
However, the medical school continued
using sedated cats in other training programs
prior to Monday’ announcement. —AP

Washington University stops 
intubation training using cats

BEIJING: Huang Jiefu, left, director of China’s Organ Donation and Transplantation Committee, shakes hands with Francis L.
Delmonico, a longtime surgeon and a professor at Harvard Medical School, during a press conference for the China International
Organ Donation Conference at the Great Hall of the People on Monday. —AP

BEIJING: Surgeons from around the world gath-
ered at a conference in Beijing on Monday in
China’s latest effort to fight persistent skepticism
about whether its hospitals have stopped per-
forming transplants with the organs of executed
prisoners. Doctors from the World Health
Organization and the Montreal-based
Transplantation Society who were invited to the
conference by China praised Chinese officials for
reforms they have made in the transplant system,
including a ban put in place last year on using
organs from executed inmates.

Doubts persist that China is accurately report-
ing figures or meeting its pledge given its severe
shortage of organ donors and China’s long-stand-
ing black-market organ trade. By its own figures,
China has one of the lowest rates of organ dona-
tion in the world, and even the system’s advo-
cates say it needs hundreds of additional hospi-
tals and doctors.

Usually suppresses
While China suppresses most discussions

about human rights, government officials and
state media have publicly talked about their com-
mitment to ending a practice opposed by doctors
and human rights groups due to fears that it pro-
motes executions and coercion.

In a sign of the issue’s symbolic importance to

China, the conference took place in an ornate,
chandeliered ballroom inside the Great Hall of the
People, the building next to Tiananmen Square
that typically hosts foreign leaders and ceremoni-
al Communist Party events.

Doctors at the conference Monday described
meeting patients and visiting hospitals around
the country, and said the recorded usage of drugs
given to transplant patients lined up with China’s
reported numbers of transplants.

Dr. Jose Nunez, an adviser on organ trans-
plants to the World Health Organization, told the
audience that he believed China was building the
“next great” system. “You are taking this country
to a leading position within the transplantation
world,” he said. Others offered praise for Chinese
officials, but stopped short of saying whether
they could confirm China had stopped using exe-
cuted inmates’ organs.

“It’s not a matter for us to prove to you that it’s
zero,” said Dr. Francis Delmonico, a longtime sur-
geon and a professor at Harvard Medical School.
“It’s a matter for the government to fulfill what is
the law, just as it is in the other countries of the
world that we go to.”

China is believed to perform more executions
than any other country, though the government
does not disclose how many. The former vice
minister of health, Dr. Huang Jiefu, publicly

acknowledged in 2005 that China harvested
executed inmates’ organs for transplant, and a
paper he co-authored six years later reported
that as many as 90 percent of Chinese transplant
surgeries using organs from dead people came
from those put to death.

Huang has also responded to a report earlier
this year that a Canadian patient apparently
received a kidney from an executed inmate by
announcing that the doctor and the hospital in
question were suspended from performing
more transplants.

A key impediment is that members of a
donor’s immediate family have the right to veto
any transplant once the person is dead. There is
also a traditional aversion to the removal of body
parts from the dead and a fear that donated
organs could be exploited for monetary gain.

Dr. Philip O’Connell, the immediate past presi-
dent of the Transplantation Society, told reporters
later that he would work with doctors supporting
reform in any country.

“The options are that you completely isolate
someone, which means that generally their prac-
tices get compounded, or you engage with them
and you tell them your point of view and explain
why it would be better for them to change,”
O’Connell said. “That is, I think in the simple terms,
what we’re doing.” —AP

Doctors hail China’s pledge to 
stop harvesting inmate organs

Doubts persist that China reports accurately

LONDON: More than 50 researchers from
30 countries are to carry out the first sci-
entific full circumnavigation of Antarctica
in an attempt to measure pollution and
climate change, with the official launch
held on Monday.

The international team will cruise on
Russian research vessel Akademik
Treshnikov, leaving Cape Town on
December 20 and returning on March 18
next year, braving hostile conditions in an
effort to gain a deeper understanding of
humankind’s effect on the Southern Ocean.

The Antarctic Circumpolar Expedition
(ACE) will be the first scientific mission to
study all the major islands in the vast
ocean, as well as the Antarctic land mass.
“The idea is to visit the islands around
Antarctica, which is scientifically extraordi-
narily interesting,” businessman Frederik
Paulsen, a founder of the Swiss Polar
Institute (SPI) and ACE instigator, told AFP
at the project’s official launch in London.

“The changes that are going on around
Antarctica are less well understood than in
the Arctic and the islands... (and) are a ther-
mometer of what’s going on. “This is a proj-
ect that has been waiting to happen,” he
said, adding that “something on this scale
has never been done, and I don’t think it
will ever be done again.”

Researchers will work on a number of
interrelated fields, from biology to climatol-
ogy to oceanography. “Scientific progress
depends more than ever on communica-
tion between diverse scientific domains,”
said the project’s brochure. “For example,
marine biology depends on complex math-
ematical models currently being developed
by oceanographers.”

Hopes for ‘leap’ forward    
British Antarctic Survey professor David

Walton, the expedition’s science coordina-
tor, warned scientists to prepare for a
bumpy ride. “If you are seasick, you are

going to be seasick,” he told AFP. “There’s a
series of storms that sweeps around the
Antarctic continually, and we will almost
certainly be caught up in one of those. 

“The big challenge is to continue the
work even when the ship is in a Storm
Force Nine.” The team leaders issued a call
last year for research proposals, receiving
over 90 ideas. A panel of experts whittled
these down to 22.

Adopted projects include mapping
whales, penguins and albatrosses in the
Southern Ocean; measuring the effect of
plastic pollution on the food chain; and
logging the extent of phytoplankton-the
base of the food chain-and its role in regu-
lating climate.

Scientists will also take ice core samples
and study biodiversity on the continent in
an attempt to reveal conditions before the
onset of the Industrial Revolution. “The pro-
ject’s ambitious because... we’re trying to
do the whole Southern Ocean in one sea-
son,” said Walton. 

“It is 10 percent of the world’s ocean
and we want to find out if its currents are
changing, if the water masses are chang-
ing and what that will mean for the future
of the Southern Ocean, especially as a car-
bon sink.

“We hope that by bringing our best
ideas forward, there will be a leap in our
understanding.” ACE is the first project of
the newly-created Swiss Polar Institute (SPI)
a joint venture comprising various Swiss
research and educational institutions that
aims to “enhance international relations
and collaboration between countries, as
well as to spark the interest of a new gener-
ation of young scientists in polar research.”

The journey will be divided into three
legs, with Hobart in Australia and Punta
Arenas in Chile serving as staging posts.
Other stop-offs include the Crozet Islands,
South Sandwich, South Georgia and the
Mertz glacier on Antarctica itself. —AFP

Scientists launch unique 
Antarctic research mission

SYDNEY: This file picture taken on April 27, 2012 shows two 14 month old
Tasmanian Devils exploring their enclosure at Devil Ark in the Barrington
Tops area of Australia’s New South Wales state. —AFP

SYDNEY: Mother’s milk from the marsupi-
als known as Tasmanian devils could help
the global fight against increasingly deadly
“superbugs” which resist antibiotics,
Australian researchers said yesterday.

Superbugs are bacteria which cannot be
treated by current antibiotics and other
drugs, with a recent British study saying
they could kill up to 10 million people
globally by 2050.

Scientists at the University of Sydney
found that peptides in the marsupial’s milk
killed resistant bacteria, including methi-
cillin-resistant golden staph bacteria and
enterococcus that is resistant to the power-
ful antibiotic vancomycin.

The researchers turned to marsupials
like the devil-which carry their young in a
pouch after birth to complete their devel-
opment-because of their biology. The
underdeveloped young have an immature
immune system when they are born, yet
survive growth in their mother’s bacteria-
filled pouch.

“We think this has led to an expansion of
these peptides in marsupials,” University of
Sydney PhD candidate Emma Peel, who
worked on the research published in the
Nature journal Scientific Reports, told AFP.
“Marsupials have more peptides than other
mammals. In the devil we found six, where-

as humans have only one of this type of
peptide.  “Other research in other marsupi-
als has shown that tammar wallabies have
eight of these peptides and opossums have
12,” said Peel, adding that studies into
koala’s milk had now started. The scientists
artificially created the antimicrobial pep-
tides, called cathelicidins, after extracting
the sequence from the devil’s genome, and
found they “killed the resistant bacteria...
and other bacteria”.

They are hopeful marsupial peptides
could eventually be used to develop new
antibiotics for humans to aid the battle
against superbugs.

“One of the most difficult things in
today’s world is to try and find new antibi-
otics for drug-resistant strains of bacteria,”
the research manager of the university’s
Australasian Wildlife Genomics Group,
Carolyn Hogg, told AFP. “Most of the other
previous antibiotics have come from plants,
moulds and other work that’s been around
for close to a 100 years, so it’s time to start
looking elsewhere.”

World Health Organization director-
general Margaret Chan warned last month
some scientists were describing the
impact of superbugs as a “slow-motion
tsunami” and the situation was “bad and
getting worse”. —AFP

Devils’ milk could 
fight superbugs

FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINA: This Saturday, Aug. 1, 2015 photo shows a variety of miniature tomatoes displayed for sale at a farmers
market. —AP

Why tomatoes lose flavor in 
fridge: Their genes chill out

NEW YORK: If you buy tomatoes
from John Banscher at his farmstand
in New Jersey, he’ll recommend
keeping them out of the fridge or
they’ll lose some of their taste.

Now scientists have figured
out why: It ’s because some of
their genes chill out, says a study
that may help solve that problem.
Cooling tomatoes below 54
degrees stops them from making
some of the substances that con-
tribute to their taste, according to
researchers who dug into the
genetic roots of the problem.

That robs the fruit of flavor,
whether it happens in a home
refrigerator or in cold storage
before the produce reaches the
grocery shelf, they said.

With the new detailed knowl-
edge of how that happens,
“maybe we can breed tomatoes
to change that,” said researcher
Denise Tieman of the University
of Florida in Gainesville. She and
colleagues there, in China and at
Cornell University in Ithaca, New
York, report their findings in a
paper published Monday by the

Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences.

They showed that after seven
days of storage at 39 degrees,
tomatoes lost some of their sup-
ply of substances that produce
their characteristic aroma, which
is a key part of their flavor. Three
days of sitting at room tempera-
ture didn’t remedy that, and a
taste test by 76 people confirmed
the chilled tomatoes weren’t as
good as fresh fruit.

Tomatoes stored for just one
or three days didn’t lose their aro-

ma substances. Further research
showed that the prolonged chill-
ing reduced the activity of certain
genes that make those com-
pounds, Tieman said. Her lab is
already looking into the possibili-
ty of breeding tomatoes that
don’t lose flavor in the cold, she
said. In the meantime, “Just leave
them out on the counter, or leave
them in a shaded area, some-
thing like that,” said Banscher,
whose farm is in Gloucester
County. “A tomato has a decent
shelf life. —AP
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MAHASENPURA, Sri Lanka: In this village in south-
ern Sri Lanka’s Hambantota District, water sales are
big business. Beset by a prolonged dry spell and
day-time temperatures reaching above 36 degrees
Celsius (97 degrees Farenheit), the village has seen
all of its wells run dry.

Water arrives once every three days in the form of
a free government tanker, but it ’s not always
enough to last. Buying a tanker of water privately
costs 5,000 rupees ($34), more than most people
can pay.

Instead the village’s farmers and traders buy their
water in one-liter bottles from small-scale vendors
who charge four to 10 rupees a liter (less than one
U.S. cent) for drinking water brought from about 30
kilometres away. “We buy drinking water, and try to
use other sources for cooking and washing,” said
Sarath Mahanama, one villager. Those other sources
include the muddy puddle left in the bottom of a
nearly empty nearby water reservoir.

Mahasenpura is not alone in its shortages. Nine
districts in Sri Lanka’s Southern, Northern, North
Eastern and southeastern Uva provinces have been
hit by drought. According to the national Disaster
Management Center, by mid-October over 875,000
people were being provided with government
tanker water in these areas.

The worst hit area, where over 160,000 people

are currently dependent on water brought in from
outside, is north-central Polonnaruwa District. “This
is what we undergo every year. After the floods,
there will be a drought and we are almost dying of
thirst,” said Tissa Poddibanda, a villager from the
Lankapura area.

Lankapura is one of the worst-affected sites in
the country, with close to 30,000 persons waiting for
transported water.

Drought to floods
As the weather becomes more extreme, Sri

Lanka finds itself increasingly in a debilitating pat-
tern of alternating between drought and floods -
both of which can lead to shortages of clean water.
In May, large areas of the country were flooded
which caused damages of more than $3 billion,
according to the Finance Ministry. Three months lat-
er drought hit.

While weather experts and policy makers increas-
ingly see the worrisome pattern, potentially effec-
tive national interventions are not yet in place,
experts say.

Today, in some drought-hit areas of Sri Lanka, for
instance, water remains in storage dams but officials
are reluctant to release it, fearing there will not be
enough irrigation water for farmers to plant in the
next growing season that starts in November.

The Parakarama Samudraya, the largest reservoir
in northern Polonnaruwa District, is currently at
about 50 percent of capacity, officials say. But gov-
ernment irrigation officials say they don’t want to
release the waters - and the next wave of heavy
rains is expected only in mid-November, with the
onset of the Northeast monsoon season.

As competition for water grows, better coopera-
tion is needed between the various government
agencies handling water to balance the needs of
farmers, hydropower suppliers and household users,
said S.L. Weerasinghe, director-general of the
national irrigation department.

“Right now there is very little coordination
between various entities handling water, from pow-
er to agriculture. We need a much more cohesive
water management policy to safely release water
stored for agriculture,” Weerasinghe said.

‘Not prepared’
Lack of public awareness about the extent of the

country’s water problems - and how they might be
better managed - is another problem, water man-
agement experts say. “We are not prepared to meet
these impacts” of climate change, said Kusum
Athukorala, who heads the Sri Lanka Water
Partnership, a non-profit national organisation
working on water management.

She said that since Sri Lanka’s devastating 2004
tsunami the island has upgraded and strengthened
its disaster response capacity but hardly any work
had been done on preparing for disasters and build-
ing public awareness about them.

Villagers such as Poddibanda, who are the mercy
of changing rainfall patterns, have had little help in
learning to manage water better, though it is crucial
to their economic well being, experts say.
Poddibanda, like most farmers in water-short
Lankapura, waits until he believes rains are close to
arriving to prepare his paddy rice plot for cultivation
- and he expects the government to provide free irri-
gation water, irrespective of rain and reservoir levels.

He said he has not responded to government
requests for farmers to break with tradition and
plant when water is available, rather than at tradi-
tional t imes.  “ I  don’t  know how to do that,”
Poddibanda admitted. Athukorala said a sustained
public awareness campaign is needed to build
community knowledge about water management,
and a national water management policy is needed
to coordinate water planning among sectors such
as power, agriculture, weather, irrigation and disas-
ter management. In addition, “we have to take care
of each spring, each river, each well. You do preven-
tive medicine and spend less on curative medicine,”
she urged. —Reuters

In parched Sri Lanka, biggest shortage is of water policy

TRENTON, NEW YORK: Drugmaker
Pfizer said Monday that it will launch
a less-expensive version of rival
Johnson & Johnson’s blockbuster
immune disorder drug, Remicade.
Pfizer Inc.’s version, called Inflectra,
will hit pharmacies in late November.
It will be only the second so-called
biosimilar drug available in the US

Remicade, long J&J’s top-selling
drug, is approved for treating
rheumatoid arthritis, psoriasis, colitis
and other immune system disorders.
Biosimilars are near-copies of biolog-
ic drugs, which are very expensive
injected medicines that are “manu-
factured” inside living cells, rather
than by mixing chemicals together.

New York-based Pfizer said it will
sell Inflectra at a 15 percent discount
to the list price for Remicade.  J&J
said in a statement it will compete
with Inflectra “through a variety of
innovative contracting options, dis-
counts and rebates to payers,
providers and pharmacy benefit
managers” to keep Remicade afford-
able for patients.

Cost varies
The cost for Remicade varies,

because the dosage depends on the
patient’s weight, the immune disor-
der being treated and whether the
patient is beginning treatment or on
a lower maintenance dose, but it’s
roughly $2,600 per month without

insurance. Johnson & Johnson said it
gives insurers discounts and rebates
on their costs, that many insured
patients have very low copayments
and that those without insurance
can apply for financial aid.

Currently, there’s only one biosim-
ilar for sale in the US, Zarxio from
Swiss drugmaker Novartis AG’s
generic drug division, Sandoz. Zarxio
was launched in September 2015, at
a 15 percent price discount to
Amgen Inc.’s Neupogen, which
boosts white blood cell production

to prevent infections in patients with
cancer and a few other conditions.

US insurers, doctors and patients
have been eager for access to
cheaper versions of biologic drugs,
which can cost $100,000 or more
annually. Last year, six of the 10
bestselling medicines by global rev-
enue were biologics, with about $49
billion in combined sales.

More than 20 biosimilar ver-
sions of seven different medicines
now are on the market in Europe.
Bu in the US,  biosimilars have

been delayed by the lengthy
process of setting up rules for
their approval, as well as lawsuits
between drugmakers.

A 2010 law allows near-copies of
biologic drugs, known as biosimi-
lars, after 12 years of market exclu-
sivity for the original. But so far the
makers of original drugs facing
biosimilar rivals have been trying to
delay that competition with lawsuits
over whether the original drug still
has a patent in force that protects its
monopoly.

In the case of Inflectra, litigation
between Pfizer and Johnson &
Johnson, which is based in New
Brunswick, New Jersey, is continuing
over whether Remicade still has a
valid patent. A federal judge in
August ruled the patent was invalid,
but J&J is appealing that. If Pfizer
loses the litigation, it would face
substantial financial penalties
because it’s making what’s called an
“at-risk” launch of Inflectra.

Remicade is known chemically as
infliximab. Inflectra will bear the
chemical name infliximab-dyyb, as
the US Food and Drug
Administration requires that biosimi-
lar drugs have a suffix attached to
their name to distinguish the biosim-
lar from the original medicine.

According to J&J, Remicade has
treated more than 2.6 million people
worldwide since 1998. —AP

Pfizer to launch cheaper version 

of J&J immune drug Remicade  

Inflectra, will be in stores late November

NEW YORK: In this Monday, Nov 23, 2015, file photo, the Pfizer
logo is displayed at world headquarters. —AP

PARIS: Exposure to tiny doses of hormone-
disrupting chemicals is responsible for at
least $340 billion (310 billion euros) in health-
related costs each year in the United States,
according to a report published Tuesday.

So-called endocrine-disrupting chemi-
cals (EDCs) are found in thousands of every-
day products, ranging from plastic and met-
al food containers, to detergents, flame
retardants, toys and cosmetics. Neurological
damage and behavioral problems, includ-
ing attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), autism and loss of IQ, accounted
for at least four-fifths of these impacts,
researchers said in The Lancet Diabetes &
Endocrinology, a medical journal.

The invisible but dangerous chemicals
also boosted obesity, diabetes, some can-
cers, male infertility and a painful condition
known as endometriosis, the abnormal
growth of tissue outside the uterus. The
economic impact of the chemicals leaves a
huge, two percent dent in the US’ gross
domestic product (GDP) each year.

“Our research adds to the growing evi-
dence on the tremendous economic as well
as human health costs of endocrine-dis-
rupting chemicals,” said lead investigator
Leonardo Trasande, an associate professor
at NYU Langone in New York City. “This has
the potential to develop into a much larger
health and economic issue if no policy
action is taken,” he told AFP. 

The body’s endocrine tissues produce
essential hormones that help regulate ener-
gy levels, reproduction, growth, develop-
ment, as well as our response to stress and
injury. Mimicking naturally occurring hor-
mones such as estrogen and androgen,
EDCs lock on to receptors within a human
cell and block the body’s own hormones
from binding with it.

‘Adverse consequences’   
Recent research has raised red flags

showing that “environmental contaminants
can disrupt the endocrine system leading to
adverse-health consequences,” according to
the US Environmental Protection Agency. 

In the US, the biggest chemical culprit by
far among the thousands of manmade mol-
ecules suspected of interfering with human
hormones are so-called PBDEs, found in
flame retardants. Bisphenol A, used to line
tin food cans, along with phthalates in plas-
tic food containers and many cosmetics,

were also held to be responsible for upward
of $50 billion worth of health damages.

A similar study concluded last year that
health-related costs of EDCs in the European
Union were some $271 billion, about 1.28
percent of GPD. Crucially, the main drivers of
disease and disability were different on
either side of the Atlantic, Trasande said. “US
costs are higher mainly because of the wide-
spread use in furniture of brominated flame
retardants,” which were banned in the EU in
2008, he explained.

The blood level of these chemicals in the
average American would be in the top five
percent of Europeans today. By contrast, the
health costs associated with pesticides in
food were 10 times higher in the EU than in
the United States, where more stringent
regulations were put in place to protect
pregnant women and children.

To put a figure on the impact of EDCs,
the researchers reviewed blood and urine
samples from the National Health and
Nutrition Examination Survey, which has
gathered data since 2009 on major disease
risk factors from 5,000 volunteers.

Computer models were then used to
project how much each of 15 diseases or
conditions was attributable to chemical
exposure, and the estimated health costs
for each one.

‘Cat-and-mouse game’   
Flame retardants and pesticides in par-

ticular are known to affect the developing
brain and can lead to loss of IQ. “Each IQ
point lost corresponds to approximately
two percent in lost productivity,” Trasande
explained.

The costs and benefits of regulation
should be openly debated, the authors
argued, citing the decision in the 1970s to
ban lead in paint, and then 20 years later in
gasoline. Commenting in the same journal,
Michele La Merrill, an expert in environmen-
tal toxicology at the University of California
in Davis, said the new findings “provide a
lesson on the lasting economic effects of
harmful chemicals.”

They should “inspire a policy shift to end
the cat-and-mouse game currently
employed the US government and indus-
try.” The EU set broad criteria in June for
identifying potentially harmful EDCs, but
consumer and environmental groups said
they fell far short of what is needed. —AFP

Massive US health tab for 

hormone-disrupting chemicals   

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan custom officers on yesterday
destroyed 45 kilograms (99 pounds) of rare bird nests
that are considered a delicacy in China and have a
street value of nearly half a million dollars.

The officers burnt the pile of swallows’ nests con-
fiscated mainly from passengers’ airport luggage and
postal parcels intended for overseas delivery over the
past four years. “We destroyed this stock to demon-
strate our commitment to protect endangered
species,” customs spokesman Dharmasena
Kahandawa told AFP. “There may be a street value of

up to $10,000 for a kilo of birds’ nests, but for us it has
no value at all because this is an illegal trade.”

Another 40 kilograms of feathers from exotic birds
and other animal parts used in Chinese medicine
were also destroyed yesterday, together with the edi-
ble nests, at a Colombo cemetery’s crematorium.

The nests are the main ingredient in bird’s nest
soup, considered a delicacy in China and other Asian
countries. But removing, owning or exporting birds is
outlawed under Sri Lanka’s strict flora and fauna regu-
lations. 

The cup-shaped collections of twigs are held
together by dried swiftlet saliva, which is made into a
gelatinous soup credited in China with everything
from alleviating asthma to arresting the ageing
process.

In January Sri Lankan customs officers publicly
destroyed the country’s biggest ever illegal ivory
haul-more than 350 tusks weighing about 1.5 tons
— in what officials said was an attempt to show
poachers that the island would not tolerate the ille-
gal trade. —AFP

Sri Lanka destroys seized bird nests destined for soup
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Idukki Association -Kuwait celebrated Eid and Onam 2016
on October 14 at Co-operative Community Hall, Jaleeb Al-
Shoyoukh. Kuwait Television Director Naser Kamal graced

the occasion as the chief guest. Honoring M Mathews
(Sunnychayan) by Humanitarian Award 2016 was the highlight
of the occasion. The IAK Arts Club glorified the celebration by
presenting high level arts program continuously for four
hours. It marveled the audience for the outstanding perform-
ance like skits, cinematic and classical group dances and other
arts forms. 

The sumptuous meal Onasadya was marvelous. The formal

meeting was presided over by the President Jeral Jose and the
chief guest delivered an inspiring speech. IAK Patron con-
veyed his greetings through telephone. Jackson Chacko,
General Secretary, made the welcome speech, while Jose
Thomas, the treasurer proposed a vote of thanks.
Representing advisory board, Joy Mundakkattu and Georgie
conveyed felicitations on the occasion. IAK rendered farewell
to Dr Unnikrishnan and family as well as its members Jolly
John and Cibil Jaison. Painting competitions and Malayali
Manka competitions were mind blowing and the winners of
Malayali Manka were awarded with gold coins.

Idukki Association Kuwait
celebrates Eid, Onam 

Seva Darshan
launches

‘Sounds For
Seva’ flyer 

Seva Darshan Kuwait launched
its ‘Sounds for Seva’ pro-
gramme flyer in support of its

Seva Kiran project last Friday. ‘Sounds
For Seva’ is a musical programme
that will showcase prominent artists
from India led by Padmasree
Mattanur Shankarankutty.
Programme convener Shr.
Mohankumar received the flyer from
Seva Darshan president Ajayakumar.
T.K. Shr. Mattannur Sankarankutty
will be joined Thavil by artist Shri.
KarunaMoorthy and others including
local artist from Kuwait The mega
event will be hosted on 25th of
February from 10Am at the Marina
Hall in Jleeb Al Shyoukh

The great acceptance of ‘Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Pearl
of the School’ award and its positive impact on
the student community made Thanima Kuwait

to introduce, in collaboration with Promise Kuwait, a
new title from this year  ‘Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Pearl of
Kuwait’ award - for the best student selected from the
20 Pearl of the School award nominees. 

The selection was through elocution, quiz, online
voting and rating of the profiles.  The Quiz Master
was Prof (Dr) Abraham Joseph who has been in
quizzing circuit for over three decades.  The result
wil l  be announced in the public  meeting of
Onathanima 2016 on October 21, 2016 at Indian
Central School premises. 

‘Dr  APJ Abdul Kalam
Pearl of Kuwait’ award
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By Katie Workman

I’ve been practicing Thanksgiving. That’s because
I almost never make the same things from year
to year. I’ve already brought you a big pile a

greens (Creamy Swiss Chard with Coconut) as well
as a bourbon and molasses glazed turkey drum-
stick recipe. Greens. Bourbon. Molasses. This is
shaping up to be a very Southern “practice”
Thanksgiving. If you’ve spent some time in a
Southern kitchen I’m sure you know spoonbread. If
not then you might not realize how perfect spoon-
bread is as a Thanksgiving side dish.

Spoonbread has many of the same ingredients
as cornbread: cornmeal, eggs and milk. But it has
no leavening at all. In fact spoonbread isn’t really
bread. It’s more of a savory pudding. You might be
tempted to call it a cornmeal souffle. But where I
come from, you’d get a whole lot of nasty looks if
you did. For starters there’s nothing fancypants
about spoonbread. It’s a humble dish that gained
popularity in the south about 100 years ago when
cornmeal began to replace yeast in some Southern
“breads”.

Like grits spoonbread is a wonderful blank can-
vas for flavor. To keep my spoonbread appropriate
to the holiday mine features sweet potatoes. I may
not make the same dish every year at Thanksgiving,
but at my house sweet potatoes show up year after
year in some form or another.

Ingredients
2 pound sweet potatoes
1/4 cup yellow corn meal
2 cup milk

2 tablespoon unsalted butter (plus more for loaf
pan)
2 tablespoon brown sugar (optional)
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1/8 teaspoon freshly ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1 cup water
1/2 cup flour
2 tablespoon honey
4 large eggs (lightly beaten)
1 cup cream

Preparations
Heat oven to 400 degrees. Bake sweet potatoes

until soft when pierced with a knife, 40 to 45 min-
utes. When cool enough to handle, slice the sweet
potatoes in half and scoop the flesh into a medium
bowl to cool completely.

Meanwhile, reduce heat to 325 degrees. In a
medium saucepan over medium heat combine
cornmeal, milk, butter, brown sugar (if using), cin-
namon, cayenne, nutmeg, salt, and water. Cook,
stirring, until slightly thickened, about 10 minutes.
Let cool.

Butter a 9-inch-by-5-inch loaf pan. Set aside.
Working in batches if necessary, place cornmeal
mixture, sweet potatoes, flour, honey, eggs, and
cream in a food processor. Process until smooth;
pour into the prepared pan. Bake until spoonbread
is set and begins to pull away from sides of pan,
about 50 minutes. Let cool slightly before serving.

By Katie Workman

Ifind it a source of great comfort that pretty much every culture, every
cuisine has its own interpretation of chicken soup. The Mexican ver-
sion in particular speaks to me, scented with chilies and spices like

cumin and coriander, riddled with slightly softened tortilla chips.
In Mexico, whole chilies may be used, often toasted and the crumbled

into the soup. I rely on dried chili powder, pure ancho if you can find it,
but in this recipe, regular blended chili powder also works just fine.

Cooking the chicken breasts in the broth enriches both broth and
chicken, but if you are in a rush, go ahead and use about 3 cups of shred-
ded cooked chicken, maybe from a rotisserie chicken. Need one more

shortcut? Skip the frying of the tortillas; grab a bag of tortilla chips, light-
ly crush a few handfuls and use those instead.

The garnishes are what make this soup so special. Do not be timid
with the offerings: An assortment of shredded cheese, diced avocado,
fresh cilantro, salsa and lime wedges will turn a comforting soup into a
feast.

You can make the soup ahead - stopping after adding the chicken -
and keep it refrigerated for up to four days. Reheat, adding the lime juice
when you are ready to serve (and, of course, don’t fry the tortillas or prep
the toppings until just before serving!).

Mexican Tortilla Chicken Soup

Ingredients
For the soup:
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
2 medium-size onions, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cumin
1 teaspoon ground coriander
1 teaspoon pure ancho chili powder
1 can (14.5 ounces) crushed tomatoes
6 cups chicken broth, preferably low-sodium
Kosher or coarse salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
3 skinless, boneless chicken breasts (about 1 1/2 pounds)
Canola or vegetable oil, for pan-frying
6 corn tortillas, halved and cut crosswise into thin strips
Juice of 1 lime
To serve (optional, pick and choose):
1 or 2 avocados, peeled and diced
1 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
1/2 cup coarsely chopped fresh cilantro leaves
Salsa or Pico de Gallo
1 lime, cut into wedges

Preparations
Heat the olive oil in a large stockpot over medium heat. Add the

onions and garlic and sautÈ until tender and golden, 5 minutes. Stir in the
cumin, coriander, and chili powder and cook until fragrant, 1 minute. Add
the tomatoes and chicken broth, season with salt and pepper, and bring
to a simmer over high heat. Add the chicken breasts and lower the heat to
medium-low. Simmer uncovered (don’t let the soup come to a boil), stir-
ring occasionally, until the chicken is just barely cooked through, about 12
minutes. Remove the chicken to a plate and let sit until cool enough to
handle. Keep the soup gently simmering over medium-low heat.

Meanwhile, pour the oil to a depth of 1 inch into a medium-size skillet
and heat over medium-high heat. Line a plate with a couple of paper tow-
els. When the oil is hot, add the tortilla strips in batches and fry, stirring
often, until they are crisp and lightly colored, about 2 minutes. Remove
with a slotted spoon to the plate, and sprinkle lightly with salt while they
are still hot.

Shred the slightly cooled chicken, and stir it and the lime juice into the
soup.

Ladle the soup into soup bowls and top with the fried tortilla strips,
along with your choice of diced avocado, cheese, cilantro, salsa and lime
wedges.

By Katie Workman

If you have kids, then you know that thinking about
dinner on Halloween is not easy. Getting the kids out
the door with a little something in their stomachs

besides candy is one of the few things you can do to
wrangle a bit of order into this free-for-all holiday.

My kids are too old to really rein in their candy con-
sumption, so I just make something simple, think of some
faraway yoga pose and look forward to rooting around in
their bags when they get back.

Quesadillas fit the bill nicely for Halloween: Kids can
pick up the cheesy wedges by hand and eat while they
look around for the missing pieces of their costumes.
After they are on their way, the quesadillas pair nicely
with a glass of wine for the grownups left manning the
door at home (and the friends who are willing to hang out
with them).

This recipe’s particular combination of cheese, chicken
and vegetables makes my family happy, but quesadillas
are a wonderful springboard for combining all kinds of
ingredients, so feel free to use what you like and what’s in
your fridge. If you have left-over, simply cooked chicken,
use it here. If not, this is what rotisserie chickens were
meant for. The olives are optional, but my kids love them.

These make fat quesadillas, which are so much more
soul-satisfying that flat, under-filled ones. I’d much rather
have two wedges of slightly overstuffed quesadillas than
four wedges of skinny ones. If you prefer differently, use
more tortillas and fill them with less stuff.

You can keep the quesadillas warm on a baking sheet
in a 250-degree oven for 20 to 30 minutes. Cut them into
wedges just before serving.

In addition to sour cream and salsa, guacamole or
diced avocado makes fine toppings

Ingredients
1 cup shredded sharp cheddar
1 cup shredded Monterey Jack
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, divided
8 ounces sliced mushrooms, any kind, or a mix
1/2 teaspoon minced garlic
1 cup roughly chopped spinach
Kosher or coarse salt and freshly ground pep-
per to taste

8 8-inch flour tortillas
1 cup shredded cooked chicken
1/4 cup chopped pitted black olives (optional)
Sour cream and salsa to serve
Combine the two cheeses in a small bowl.

Preparations
Heat 2 teaspoons of the butter in a skillet with a cover

over medium heat. When the butter has melted, add the
mushrooms and sautÈ for about 8 minutes. The mush-
rooms will soften and probably release some liquid as
they cook. Continue cooking until all of the liquid has
been released, and evaporated, and the mushrooms start
to brown a bit. Add the minced garlic and stir for 30 sec-
onds. Add the spinach, season with salt and pepper, and
saute for two minutes until the spinach has wilted. Turn
the vegetables onto a plate and set aside.

Wipe out the skillet, then return it to medium heat and
add a half teaspoon of butter. Place a tortilla in the pan
and cook for 30 seconds, then flip the tortilla. Sprinkle 2
tablespoons of the cheese mixture over half of the que-
sadilla, and distribute about 1/8 (a couple of tablespoons)
of both the sautÈed vegetable mixture and the shredded
chicken over the cheese, as well as some of the chopped
olives, if desired. Top that with another 2 tablespoons of
the shredded cheese. Flip the bare half of the tortilla over
the filling, cover the pan, and sautÈ for about 2 minutes,
until the bottom is golden and the cheese has started to
melt, then use a spatula to flip the half-moon quesadilla,
and continue to cook, uncovered, until all of the cheese is
melted and the underside is browned, 2 to 3 minutes. 

Remove the quesadilla to a cutting board and let it sit
for a minute before you slice into two or three wedges.
Repeat until all of the quesadillas are cooked. Serve with
salsa and sour cream.

Nutrition information per serving: 569 calories; 259
calories from fat; 29 g fat (16 g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 87
mg cholesterol; 628 mg sodium; 48 g carbohydrate; 3 g
fiber; 3 g sugar; 31 g protein.

Quesadillas for dinner

on Halloween

Sweet Potato Spoonbread 
for practice Thanksgiving
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WISH I WAS HERE ON OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

SEVENTH SON ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

04:15 Tracers
06:00 50 To 1
08:00 Where Hope Grows
10:00 Tracers
12:00 Maze Runner: The Scorch
Trials
14:30 4 Minute Mile
16:30 The Longest Ride
19:00 Hector And The Search For
Happiness
21:00 Daddy’s Home
23:00 People Places Things
00:30 The Overnight

04:50 The Yard
05:45 Monster Fish
06:40 Cold Water Gold
07:35 Mega Factories
08:30 World’s Most Extreme
09:25 Nazi World War Weird
10:20 No Man Left Behind
11:15 Locked Up Abroad
12:10 Airport Security: Colombia
13:05 4 Babies A Second

4 MINUTE MILE ON OSN MOVIES HD

05:00 Confessions Of A Shopaholic
07:00 Angus Thongs And Perfect
Snogging       
09:00 A Lot Like Love
11:00 Confessions Of A Shopaholic
13:00 The Invention Of Lying
15:00 Dickie Roberts: Former Child
Star
17:00 A Lot Like Love
19:00 All About Steve
21:00 Wish I Was Here
23:00 Dead Snow: Red vs Dead
01:00 Drunk Wedding
03:00 All About Steve

04:00 Kill The Messenger
06:00 God Help The Girl
08:00 Atlas Shrugged Part 2: The
Strike
10:00 Searching For Bobby Fischer
12:00 God Help The Girl
14:00 Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon
16:00 Walking On Sunshine
18:00 Searching For Bobby Fischer
20:00 The Sixth Sense
22:00 Zulu
00:00 Gainsbourg: A Heroic Life

04:25 Deadliest Place On Earth
05:15 Mermaids: The New
Evidence
06:02 Hunt For Hogzilla
06:49 Extinct Or Alive: The
Tasmanian Tiger
07:36 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
08:00 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
08:25 My Cat From Hell
09:15 Operation Whale
10:10 Operation Whale
11:05 Tanked
12:00 Rugged Justice
12:55 Hello World!
13:20 Hello World!
13:50 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
14:15 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
14:45 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
15:10 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
15:40 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
16:05 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
16:35 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
17:00 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
17:30 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
17:55 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
18:25 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
18:50 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
19:20 Treehouse Masters
20:15 Operation Whale
21:10 Toucan Nation
22:05 Treehouse Masters
23:00 Mountain Monsters
23:55 Mermaids: The New
Evidence
00:50 Extinct Or Alive: The
Tasmanian Tiger
01:45 Killer Swarms
02:40 Deadliest Place On Earth
03:35 Rabid

04:15 Death In Paradise
05:10 Doctors
05:40 Eastenders
06:10 The Coroner
07:00 Doctors
07:30 Eastenders
08:00 Holby City
09:00 New Tricks
09:55 Doctor Who
10:45 Stella
11:35 Doctors
12:05 Eastenders
12:40 Death In Paradise
13:35 Doctor Who
14:30 Stella
15:15 Doctors
15:45 Eastenders
16:20 New Tricks
17:15 Doctor Who
18:10 Stella
19:00 Doctors
19:30 Eastenders
20:05 New Tricks
21:00 Wallander
22:40 Silent Witness
23:40 Orphan Black
00:25 Doctors
00:55 Eastenders
01:25 Wallander
03:05 Silent Witness

04:00 USA Memory
Championships
04:48 How Do They Do It?
05:12 How Do They Do It?
05:36 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Food Factory
06:24 Food Factory
06:48 Food Factory
07:12 Food Factory
07:36 Food Factory
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
09:14 Redesign My Brain
10:02 Mind Control Freaks
10:26 Mind Control Freaks
10:50 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
11:38 USA Memory
Championships
12:26 Prototype This
13:14 Prototype This
14:02 Prototype This
14:50 Prototype This
15:38 Prototype This
16:26 Food Factory
16:50 Food Factory
17:14 Food Factory
17:38 Food Factory
18:02 Food Factory
18:26 How Do They Do It?
18:50 How Do They Do It?
19:15 How Do They Do It?
19:40 How Do They Do It?
20:05 How Do They Do It?
20:30 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
21:20 Redesign My Brain
22:10 Mind Control Freaks
22:35 Mind Control Freaks
23:00 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
23:50 USA Memory
Championships
00:40 Food Factory
01:05 Food Factory
01:30 Food Factory
01:55 Food Factory
02:20 Food Factory
02:45 How Do They Do It?
03:10 How Do They Do It?
03:35 How Do They Do It?

04:40 Christina Milian Turned Up
05:35 Christina Milian Turned Up
06:30 Celebrity Style Story
07:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
07:50 E! News
08:20 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
09:10 E! News
10:05 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:55 Botched
11:45 Botched
12:35 Botched
13:25 Botched
14:20 Botched
15:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
18:00 Rob & Chyna
19:00 Rob & Chyna
20:00 E! News
21:00 Rob & Chyna
22:00 Rob & Chyna
23:00 WAGs
00:00 Rob & Chyna
01:00 Rob & Chyna
01:55 WAGs
02:50 E! News
03:50 Botched

04:45 Secret Life Of Predators
05:40 South Africa
06:35 Animal Fight Club
07:30 Monster Fish
08:25 Monster Fish
09:20 Dangerous Encounters
10:15 Wild Russia
11:10 Animal Storm Squad
12:05 Wild 24
13:00 Bandit Patrol
13:55 World’s Creepiest Killers
14:50 Jobs That Bite!
15:45 Secret Life Of Predators
16:40 South Africa
17:35 South Africa
18:30 The Incredible Dr. Pol
19:25 Animal Superpowers
20:20 Secret Life Of Predators
21:10 South Africa
22:00 South Africa
22:50 The Incredible Dr. Pol
23:40 Animal Superpowers
00:30 Bandit Patrol
01:20 World’s Creepiest Killers
02:10 Jobs That Bite!
03:00 World’s Deadliest Animals
03:50 Caught In The Act

05:00 Seventh Son
07:00 Grosse Pointe Blank
09:15 In The Name Of The King:
The Last Mission
11:15 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
13:30 The Mark: Redemption
15:30 Grosse Pointe Blank
17:45 Justice League: Gods And
Monsters
19:30 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:45 Panic Room
00:00 Wild Card
01:45 The Night Crew
03:30 Mercy

04:00 Workaholics
04:25 Catch A Contractor
04:50 Ridiculousness
05:15 Key And Peele
05:40 Ridiculousness
06:05 Ridiculousness

06:30 Impractical Jokers
06:55 Impractical Jokers
07:20 Tosh.0
07:50 Tosh.0
08:15 Hungry Investors
09:05 Ridiculousness
09:30 Ridiculousness
09:55 Impractical Jokers
10:20 Impractical Jokers
10:45 Nathan For You
11:10 Nathan For You
11:35 Ridiculousness
12:00 Catch A Contractor
12:25 Hungry Investors
13:15 Workaholics
13:40 Workaholics
14:05 Impractical Jokers
14:30 Impractical Jokers
14:55 Ridiculousness
15:20 Ridiculousness
15:45 Coaching Bad
16:35 Tosh.0
17:00 Tosh.0
17:30 Nathan For You
17:55 Nathan For You
18:25 Workaholics
18:50 Tattoo Disasters
19:15 Tattoo Disasters
19:39 Ridiculousness
20:03 Ridiculousness
20:27 Impractical Jokers
20:50 Impractical Jokers
21:13 TUT
22:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
22:30 John Oliver’s New York
Stand Up Show
23:18 Broad City
23:42 Tosh.0
00:05 Lip Sync Battle
00:30 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
01:00 John Oliver’s New York
Stand Up Show
01:50 South Park
02:15 Tosh.0
02:40 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah

03:05 David Spade: My Fake
Problems

04:15 Jungle Gold
05:05 Jungle Gold
06:00 Jungle Gold
07:00 Deadliest Catch
07:50 For The Love Of Cars
08:40 Fast N’ Loud
09:30 Gold Divers
10:20 Garage Gold
10:45 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
11:10 How Do They Do It?
11:35 Harley And The Davidsons
13:15 Fire In The Hole
14:05 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
14:30 Storage Hunters
14:55 Garage Gold
15:20 Gold Divers
16:10 Alaskan Bush People
17:00 Deadliest Catch
17:50 Fast N’ Loud
18:40 For The Love Of Cars
19:30 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
19:55 How Do They Do It?
20:20 Gold Divers
21:10 Storage Hunters
21:35 Garage Gold
22:00 Extreme Car Hoarders
22:50 Built To Survive
23:40 Treasure Quest: Snake
Island
00:30 Fast N’ Loud
01:20 For The Love Of Cars
02:10 Extreme Car Hoarders
03:00 Built To Survive
03:50 Treasure Quest: Snake
Island

04:00 Storm Chasers
04:50 Ultimate Survival
05:40 Ultimate Survival
06:30 Ultimate Survival
07:20 How It’s Made
07:40 How It’s Made
08:00 Kenny The Shark
08:25 Kenny The Shark
08:50 Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild
09:15 Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild
09:40 How It’s Made
10:05 How It’s Made
10:30 How It’s Made
10:55 How It’s Made
11:20 How It’s Made
11:45 How It’s Made
12:10 How It’s Made
12:35 How It’s Made
13:00 How It’s Made
13:25 How It’s Made
13:50 Ultimate Survival
14:40 Ultimate Survival
15:30 Ultimate Survival
16:20 Ultimate Survival
17:10 Ultimate Survival
18:00 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
18:50 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
19:40 Bear Grylls Survival School
20:05 Bear Grylls Survival School
20:30 Prehistoric
21:20 Clash Of The Dinosaurs
22:10 Curiosity: Megastorm
23:00 What Happened Next?
23:25 What Happened Next?
23:50 What Happened Next?
00:15 What Happened Next?
00:40 What Happened Next?
01:05 What Happened Next?
01:30 What Could Possibly Go

Wrong?
02:20 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
03:10 Storm Chasers

04:00 Surviving Evil
04:48 I Almost Got Away With It
05:36 I Almost Got Away With It
06:24 I Almost Got Away With It
07:12 I Almost Got Away With It
08:00 Nightmare Next Door
08:50 Nightmare Next Door
09:40 Nightmare Next Door
10:30 Nightmare Next Door
11:20 Nightmare Next Door
12:10 Obsession: Dark Desires
13:00 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
13:25 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
13:50 Deadly Affairs
14:40 Deadly Affairs
15:30 Deadly Affairs
16:20 Deadly Affairs
17:10 Obsession: Dark Desires
18:00 I’d Kill For You
18:50 I’d Kill For You
19:40 I’d Kill For You
20:30 I’d Kill For You
21:20 I’d Kill For You
22:10 California Investigator
22:35 California Investigator
23:00 The Vanishing Women
23:50 Deadline: Crime With Tamron
Hall
00:40 The Coroner: I Speak For
The Dead
01:30 A Haunting
02:20 Alaska Haunting
03:10 The Vanishing Women

04:15 The Hive
04:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:45 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
05:10 Hank Zipzer
05:35 Binny And The Ghost
06:00 Violetta
06:45 The Hive
06:50 Mouk
07:00 Jessie
07:25 Jessie
07:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:55 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
08:20 Star Darlings
08:25 Austin & Ally
08:50 Disney Mickey Mouse
08:55 Jessie
09:20 Descendants Wicked World
09:25 Backstage
09:50 Star Darlings
09:55 Alex & Co.
10:20 Disney Mickey Mouse
10:25 Girl Meets World
10:50 Stuck In The Middle
11:15 Liv And Maddie
11:40 Cheetah Girls: One World
13:05 The 7D

13:20 That’s So Raven
13:45 That’s So Raven
14:10 That’s So Raven
14:35 That’s So Raven
15:00 That’s So Raven
15:25 Austin & Ally
15:50 Austin & Ally
16:15 Disney Cookabout
16:40 Bunk’d
17:05 Descendants Wicked World
17:10 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
17:35 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
18:00 Gravity Falls
18:25 Teen Beach 2
20:00 Star Darlings
20:05 Austin & Ally
20:30 Jessie
20:55 Liv And Maddie
21:20 Best Friends Whenever
21:45 Good Luck Charlie
22:10 H2O: Just Add Water
22:35 H2O: Just Add Water
23:00 Binny And The Ghost
23:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
00:10 Hank Zipzer
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Violetta
01:45 The Hive
01:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
02:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
02:40 Hank Zipzer
03:05 Binny And The Ghost
03:30 Violetta

04:10 Henry Hugglemonster
04:20 Calimero
04:35 Zou
04:45 Loopdidoo

05:00 Art Attack
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Calimero
05:50 Zou
06:00 Loopdidoo
06:15 Art Attack
06:35 Henry Hugglemonster
06:50 Calimero
07:00 Zou
07:20 Loopdidoo
07:35 Art Attack
08:00 The Hive
08:10 Zou
08:25 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
08:50 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:00 Sofia The First
09:30 Goldie & Bear
10:00 PJ Masks
10:30 Doc McStuffins
11:00 Sofia The First
11:30 Goldie & Bear
12:00 Miles From Tomorrow
12:30 PJ Masks

13:00 Goldie & Bear
13:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:40 Miles From Tomorrow
14:00 Sofia The First
14:30 Goldie & Bear
15:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
15:30 The Lion Guard
16:00 PJ Masks
16:30 Sofia The First
17:00 Doc McStuffins
17:30 Goldie & Bear
18:00 PJ Masks
18:30 The Lion Guard
19:00 Goldie & Bear
19:30 Goldie & Bear
20:00 PJ Masks
20:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
21:00 Doc McStuffins
21:30 Sofia The First
22:00 The Lion Guard
22:30 The Lion Guard
23:00 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
23:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
00:00 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
00:05 Henry Hugglemonster
00:20 Calimero
00:35 Zou
00:50 Loopdidoo
01:05 Art Attack
01:30 Henry Hugglemonster
01:45 Calimero
02:00 Zou
02:15 Loopdidoo
02:30 Art Attack
03:00 Calimero
03:15 Zou
03:30 Loopdidoo
03:45 Art Attack

07:00 Boyster
07:10 Super Matrak

07:35 Super Matrak
08:00 Danger Mouse
08:25 K.C. Undercover
08:50 Guardians Of The Galaxy
09:15 Supa Strikas
09:40 Kirby Buckets
10:10 Ratatouille
12:05 Danger Mouse
12:20 Supa Strikas
12:45 Supa Strikas
13:10 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
13:35 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
14:00 Phineas & Ferb: Mission
Marvel
14:55 Gravity Falls
15:20 Gravity Falls
15:45 Danger Mouse
16:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
16:15 Counterfeit Cat
16:40 Supa Strikas
17:05 Supa Strikas
17:30 Supa Strikas
17:55 Supa Strikas
18:25 Supa Strikas
18:50 Danger Mouse
19:15 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
19:40 Counterfeit Cat
20:05 Counterfeit Cat
20:10 Gravity Falls
20:35 Pickle And Peanut
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Supa Strikas
21:55 K.C. Undercover
22:20 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
22:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy
23:10 Marvel Avengers Assemble
23:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
00:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am
KSA

04:10 Counting Cars: Best Of
04:35 Counting Cars: Best Of
05:00 Shipping Wars
05:30 Shipping Wars
06:00 Time Team
07:00 Shipping Wars
07:25 Shipping Wars
07:50 American Pickers
08:40 Ax Men
09:30 American Restoration
09:55 Counting Cars
10:20 Counting Cars
10:45 Ice Road Truckers
11:35 American Restoration
12:25 Battle 360
13:15 Mountain Men
14:05 The Curse Of Oak Island
14:55 Storage Wars: Best Of
15:20 Storage Wars: Best Of
15:45 Alone
16:35 Shipping Wars
17:00 Ax Men
17:50 Storage Wars Miami
18:15 Storage Wars Texas
18:40 The Curse Of Oak Island
19:30 Battle 360
20:20 American Pickers
21:10 Pawn Stars
21:35 Pawn Stars
22:00 Pawn Stars

22:25 Pawn Stars
22:50 Pawn Stars South Africa
23:15 Pawn Stars South Africa
23:40 Mankind The Story Of All Of
Us
00:30 Pawn Stars
00:55 Pawn Stars
01:20 Pawn Stars South Africa
01:45 Pawn Stars South Africa
02:10 American Restoration
03:00 Swamp People
03:50 Ice Road Truckers

04:05 Coronation Street
04:30 Coronation Street
04:55 Coronation Street
05:15 The Chase
06:10 The Chase
07:05 The Jonathan Ross Show
07:55 Paul O’grady’s Animal
Orphans
08:45 Grantchester
09:40 Tonight At The London
Palladium
10:35 Murdoch Mysteries
11:30 Murdoch Mysteries
12:20 Murdoch Mysteries
13:15 Catchphrase
13:45 Paul O’grady’s Animal
Orphans
14:40 Victoria
15:35 Royal Stories
16:00 Tonight At The London
Palladium
16:55 Catchphrase
17:30 The Jonathan Ross Show
18:20 Grantchester
19:10 The Chase
20:05 Victoria
21:00 Tonight At The London
Palladium
21:55 Catchphrase
22:30 The Jonathan Ross Show
23:25 Cameraman To The Queen

00:15 Royal Stories
00:40 Coronation Street
01:10 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
02:00 Emmerdale
02:30 Emmerdale
03:00 Coronation Street
03:30 The Chase

04:05 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
04:55 The Food Files
05:20 Testing The Menu With Nic
Watt
05:45 Delinquent Gourmet
06:10 Street Food Around The
World
06:35 Confucius Was A Foodie
07:25 Poh & Co
07:50 Croatia’s Finest
08:15 Croatia’s Finest
08:40 Carnival Eats
09:05 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
09:55 Delinquent Gourmet
10:20 Raw Travel
10:45 Raw Travel
11:10 Tales From The Bush Larder
11:35 Tales From The Bush Larder
12:00 Poh & Co
12:25 Poh & Co
12:50 Dog Whisperer
13:40 Andy And Ben Eat The World
14:05 Eat: The Story Of Food
15:00 A Marriage Of Flavours
15:30 A Marriage Of Flavours
15:55 Poh & Co
16:25 Poh & Co
16:50 The Food Files
17:20 Delinquent Gourmet
17:45 American Food Battle
18:15 Street Food Around The
World
18:40 David Rocco’s Dolce India
19:10 Top Tables, Top Cities
19:35 Maximum Foodie
20:05 Poh & Co
20:30 Poh & Co
21:00 The Food Files
21:25 Delinquent Gourmet
21:50 American Food Battle
22:15 Street Food Around The
World
22:40 David Rocco’s Dolce India
23:05 Top Tables, Top Cities
23:30 Maximum Foodie
23:55 Andy And Ben Eat The World
00:20 Eat: The Story Of Food
01:10 A Marriage Of Flavours
01:35 A Marriage Of Flavours
02:00 Glamour Puds
02:25 Croatia’s Finest
02:50 Croatia’s Finest
03:15 Eat Street
03:40 Valentine Warner Eats
Scandinavia

14:00 Dog Whisperer
15:00 Dog Whisperer
16:00 Yukon Gold
17:00 Wicked Tuna: North vs.
South
18:00 Facing...
19:00 Nazi World War Weird
20:00 Yukon Gold
21:00 Wicked Tuna: North vs.
South
21:50 Facing...
22:40 Nazi World War Weird
23:30 Yukon Gold
00:20 Family Guns
01:10 Wicked Tuna: North vs.
South
02:00 Facing...
03:00 Nazi World War Weird
03:55 Yukon Gold

04:00 Grimm
05:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
06:00 Good Morning America -
Weekend
07:00 The Amazing Race
08:00 DC’s Legends Of Tomorrow
09:00 Rosewood
10:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
11:00 The Amazing Race
12:00 DC’s Legends Of Tomorrow
13:00 Rosewood
14:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
16:00 Live Good Morning America -
Weekend
17:00 The Blacklist
18:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Rosewood
20:00 Containment
21:00 This Is Us
22:00 Notorious
23:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
00:00 Bates Motel
01:00 Prison Break
02:00 Notorious
03:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
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KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

SHARQIA-1
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 7:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 10:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
STORKS 11:30 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 4:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 6:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:00 AM

SHARQIA-3
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 2:15 PM
STORKS 5:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 7:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:45 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 6:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:30 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 1:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 4:00 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 4:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:45 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 6:45 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 9:30 PM
NO FRI
PREMAM - Telugu 9:30 PM
FRI
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:15 AM

FANAR-1
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:15 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 2:30 PM
STORKS 5:15 PM
STORKS 7:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 PM

FANAR-2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D   4:15 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 7:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 9:45 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:05 AM

FANAR-3
TANK 432 11:30 AM
TANK 432 1:30 PM
MIRZYA - HINDI 3:30 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 3:30 PM
MIRZYA - HINDI 6:30 PM
NO FRI+MON
PREMAM - Telugu 6:30 PM

TANK 432 9:30 PM
PREMAM - Telugu 9:30 PM
TANK 432 12:15 AM

FANAR-4
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:15 PM
STORKS 1:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:30 AM

FANAR-5
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 4:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 7:00 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:30 AM

MARINA-1
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:15 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 1:30 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 4:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:45 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 9:30 PM
USS INDIANAPOLIS: MEN OF COURAGE 12:15 AM

MARINA-2
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 3:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 2:00 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM
STORKS 6:15 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 8:15 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 10:30 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 1:30 PM
SULLY 4:15 PM
OPPAM - Malayalam 6:30 PM
ASHAN KHARGEN 9:30 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 11:45 PM

AVENUES-2
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN  -3D- 4DX 12:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON-2D- 4DX 2:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN  -3D- 4DX 5:15 PM
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS: PART 1- 2D 4DX 8:00 PM
DEEPWATER HORIZON-2D- 4DX 11:00 PM

AVENUES-3
LAF WA DAWARAN 11:30 AM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 4:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 6:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 8:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 10:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:00 AM

360º- 1
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D 12:30 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 3:15 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 6:00 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 8:45 PM
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN -3D 11:30 PM

360º- 2
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 12:00 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 2:00 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 4:00 PM
SULLY 6:15 PM
SULLY 8:30 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 10:45 PM
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS ROOM 1:00 AM

360º- 3
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 1:00 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 3:45 PM
NO FRI+SAT
OPPAM - Malayalam 3:45 PM
FRI+SAT
OPPAM - Malayalam 6:45 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 9:45 PM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.1
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 2:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 5:15 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 7:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 9:45 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
DEEPWATER HORIZON 11:45 AM
DEEPWATER HORIZON 2:00 PM
STORKS 4:15 PM

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 04:32

Shorook 05:52

Duhr: 11:33

Asr: 14:48

Maghrib: 17:14

Isha: 18:31

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 19/10/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
FDK 803 Damascus 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 02:00
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
PGT 4860 Istanbul 02:15
CEB 018 Manila 02:20
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
MSC 405 Sohag 02:30
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:25
KAC 544 Cairo 03:40
DHX 170 Bahrain 04:35
FEG 961 Sohag 05:00
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:30
BAW 157 London 06:40
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 07:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:40
KAC 204 Lahore 07:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
KAC 354 BLR 08:00
KAC 156 Istanbul 08:00
KAC 286 Dhaka 08:05
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
KAC 362 Colombo 08:20
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
IRM 1188 Mashhad 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:50
IRC 6511 ABD 09:50
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
AXB 890 Mangalore/Bahrain 10:55
PYA 2396 EVN 11:00
MSR 502 Cairo 11:00
MEA 404 Beirut 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
AVV 655 Asyut 11:30
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IRM 1186 Tehran 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 11:55
ETD 9819 Abu Dhabi 12:10
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
FEG 953 Asyut 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
SVA 9307 Jeddah 13:25
KAC 792 Madinah 13:45
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KAC 672 Dubai 14:05

FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:30
IRC 6521 Lamerd 14:40
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 683 Madinah 15:05
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:10
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:45
KAC 562 Amman 16:55
SAW 705 Damascus 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
QTR 1080 Doha 17:55
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
SYR 341 Damascus 18:45
KAC 742 Dammam 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
AAG 146 Baghdad 19:00
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:15
MSR 606 Luxor 19:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:45
FDB 059 Dubai 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:55
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:05
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
JAD 309 Amman 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
QTR 1082 Doha 21:55
GFA 219 Bahrain 22:00
KAC 564 Amman 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
MSC 501 Alexandria 22:30
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:40
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
THY 764 Istanbul 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:05
MSC 403 Asyut 23:10
JZR 239 Amman 23:20
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 23:40

Departure Flights on Wednesday 19/10/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time 
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:10
MSC 404 Asyut 00:10
JAD 302 Amman 00:25
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
FDK 804 Damascus 01:55
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:40
THY 765 Istanbul 02:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55
MSC 406 Sohag 03:30
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KAC 417 Manila 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
FDB 068 Dubai 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:30
QTR 1077 Doha 04:35
CEB 019 Manila 04:50
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
FEG 954 Asyut 06:00
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
QTR 1087 Doha 06:30
THY 771 Istanbul 06:45
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 511 Mashhad 08:40
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
KAC 791 Madinah 08:55
KAC 117 SNN/New York 09:00
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
KAC 671 Dubai 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:05
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
IRM 1189 Mashhad 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
IRC 6512 ABD 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 11:00
KAC 175 Frankfurt/Geneva 11:15
KAC 561 Amman 11:20
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
AXB 890 Mangalore 11:55
MEA 405 Beirut 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
KAC 103 London 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
AVV 656 Alexandria 12:30
IAW 158 Al Najaf 12:55
MSR 503 Cairo 13:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1187 Tehran 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:20
FEG 932 Sohag 13:55
AAG 145 Baghdad 14:00
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00

ETD 9819 BRU 14:10
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:30
KNE 382 Taif 14:55
SVA 2507 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
IRC 6512 ABD 15:30
KAC 741 Dammam 15:30
SVA 503 Madinah/Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KNE 684 Madinah 16:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 563 Amman 16:30
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
PYA 2397 Tehran 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
JZR 238 Amman 17:45
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
SAW 706 Damascus 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
JZR 552 Alexandria 18:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
SYR 342 Damascus 19:45
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 19:55
MSR 619 Cairo 20:30
FDB 060 Dubai 20:30
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:45
DLH 634 Doha 20:50
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:00
KNE 232 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
OMA 648 Muscat 21:15
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 21:55
JAD 300 Amman 22:00
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KAC 381 Delhi 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 22:55
GFA 220 Bahrain 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
JZR 528 Asyut 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
MSC 502 Alexandria 23:30

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Mohamed Baruk Mohamed
Asraf, holder of Indian
Passport No. J6973017 & Civil
ID No. 270021203341 has
changed my name to
Mohamed Baruk Ashrafali
hereinafter in all my dealings
and documents I will be
known by the name of

Mohamed Baruk Ashraf Ali. 
(C 5223)
18-10-2016

I Zahra holding Indian
Passport No. Z3218479
issued at Kuwait on
29/11/2015, would like
change my name to
Albertina Fernandes. 
(C 5219) 17-10-2016
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Your current wanderlust has an uplifting effect on your entire life,
offering the possibility of new friendships and even romantic love. Your spirit is
more adventurous now, both in emotional and financial matters, as Venus in hap-
py-go-lucky Sagittarius sparks your ignition. However, there may be a darker side
to all this lovely news if your enthusiasm encourages you to take on commitments
that you can’t fulfill. People with good intentions make promises, but people with
good character keep them. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Expect the best and you will receive the best. The day may have a slow start
but an unusually busy afternoon. Your attitude will bring things around to what you want
to accomplish. Positive results depend on your actions and how you influence others and
you know just what to do. You may gain some positive feedback from your peers as well
as the public. You feel at home in your profession and it takes care of you. You could have
deep insights into your own feelings and inner, spiritual nature-enjoy this time of year! At
home, decorate with splashes of color and the fun traditions of the season. You may be
checking out your own wardrobe. You may, in fact, find yourself planning a party or find-
ing the right clothing for an upcoming party.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You may be very dynamic in what you say. With all of this emotional energy,
you could speak or communicate very well. You have mental drive. This may be a very
impractical time however, when it comes to business concerns; careful. You have imagina-
tion when it comes to reducing any excess overhead, but making a deal or a trade might
need to wait another day. This evening you could be preparing to entertain in the next
few weeks. Your creative side is showing and you may have lots of fun in decorating and
preparing your place for the quickly approaching holidays. You may insert a theatrical or
vaudeville style to your handiwork. If you worry about your guests, don’t worry . . . Your
guests will enjoy these future events at your place.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

There will be an opportunity today to show off your skills to higher-ups. You
may not get recognition just now, but it will come soon; smile! If you have not noticed
lately, you have had a more confident style about you and this may be the key that opens
many a new door in your career. You are very imaginative when it comes to people and
relationships and you express yourself well in all kinds of communications. At home this
afternoon you may decide to do a few more chores than are usually on your list. You have
an interest in preparing for a social event. There may be an opportunity to do a little fall
decorating. A splash of decor at your front door presents an intriguing invitation and wel-
comes all the little neighbors to your good graces.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You know just what to do to keep the professional ball bouncing. You
have dreams and ideas of how you want your day to develop and you are pleased to be
able to take charge and create the desired end result. If you want to learn more about the
art of negotiation, you might take a class in negotiation, debate, stage presence or some
other similar type of class. You will gain the confidence you need to be more expressive in
your profession and around your friends and family. Soon, people will listen better to what
you have to say, particularly if you have a good basis for what you say. Communications,
computers and the whole electronic revolution are perfect career options for you. Tonight
is for relaxation and fun with the young people.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Challenging authority and rocking the boat will likely be a temptation to
you. Bringing new ideas into the workplace or making changes in a project could be
acceptable if there is a plan on paper for higher-ups or a staff to view. Old patterns of
organization and power are ripe for a creative approach. Inventive ideas hold the key to
realizing your ambitions and advancing your status in the workplace-it is your turn to
show off your talents. Good humor defuses any tense situation. After work, you are ready
to enjoy some quiet time in a bookstore or museum. Check out your calendar for upcom-
ing birthdays-you may want to update your collection of cards and have some ready for
mailing to your family or friends. Enjoy the season’s celebrations.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

The following are possibilities for your birth year: you can wait, delay, para-
lyze yourself or reduce your creativity almost to nothing; however, you cannot abolish it.
So . . . Now is as good a time as any to discover your talents and test your abilities. Surprise
yourself! Do or plan to do something you have always wanted to do. You could take
charge of your talent and sign up for piano lessons, ice skating lessons, glass art, card
making, acting, etc. This is the year to grow and seek to know the true you. In the work-
place you will find good job-related thoughts and ideas are easy to find. Communication
with superiors is definitely improved. Positive things are happening in your career. Tonight
there are celebrations! 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You are willing to take on a few challenges this tuesday, no matter what the
risks. You can be bold, perhaps a little headstrong and impatient. With your attitude how-
ever, professional challenges are easily handled. A co-worker or project manager is watch-
ing your progress and will be a great support. Daring to implement new approaches or
techniques may be the secret to your success. You prosper through new insights. After the
workday is over, you will have the opportunity to visit and chat with your friends. Without
realizing it’s been done, a friend will be able to give you some good guidance. You demon-
strate great understanding and sensitivity to others and you can communicate with a
great deal of enthusiasm.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You enjoy your work and you feel important when others depend upon
you. Careful-you may appear commanding at times. In summary, you can

expect a more confident, outgoing attitude, for you have brought to close a time of
inward examination. A growing sense of direction and self-worth will find you reaching
out and establishing yourself. You can be very communicative, flexible, mental and other-
oriented. Others will find you a smooth talker with a quick wit and ready tongue. You will
be pleased with your progress in the workplace. Tension results from a struggle between
dreams and reality, so keep a handle on your ability to focus. Opportunities are really
beginning to open up for you now-pick and choose.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

When obtaining a loan, be careful to ask for just what you need and not nec-
essarily what you want-you will be granted the loan-but then you will have to start paying
it back. Make sure the reason you borrowed the money is worth the time and energy it
takes to pay it back. In the workplace, you could be seen by others as just the person to be
put in charge of some project. Difficulties, blocks and all manner of hot spots may be dis-
covered. You can work through these blocks quickly as your attitude is to keep things sim-
ple and to forge ahead. Nothing seems to slow you down. Ideas and interaction with
authority figures or older people may be in the works. Working with-rather than against-

the flow is good. A social affair is successful.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You could find yourself volunteering to help a co-worker today. Your atti-
tude is commendable and others do not let your efforts escape their atten-

tion. Since you do not complain, you may find more than a simple thanks for your efforts.
This is indeed a great time to work in a team effort. Obtaining and exchanging information
takes on more emotional significance this evening as you find yourself interacting with oth-
ers on the general events of this day. You value personal contact with your neighbors or
friends, cutting through all the externals and getting to the heart of things. You express a
deep understanding of all people and are a good communicator. It is possible that you will

encourage community improvements. Consider going to the next city council meeting.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Professional advice may work in your best interest. A relentless, getting
down to basics attitude makes your sense of management and realistic vision very deep.
You seem to understand mass psychology, how to organize and manipulate sensitive
areas of the public mind. This could create mentally stressful times for you but the results
are rewarding. Work and career is becoming a primary focus. There are opportunities to
make good decisions. Friends visit your home this afternoon and you may find yourself
having a blast with these friends and getting all caught up on who has a new baby, when
somebody married and new job moves that are in different places all over the country.
Keep up and have a camera at the ready for updating your albums.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1404

ACROSS
1. An authoritative direction or instruction to

do something.
4. Someone who expresses in language.
11. Any of a group of Indic languages spoken

in Kashmir and eastern Afghanistan and
northern Pakistan.

15. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit
juice.

16. Individual serving of minced e.g. meat or
fish in a rich creamy sauce baked in a small
pastry mold or timbale shell.

17. Evergreen trees and shrubs having oily
one-seeded fruits.

18. An independent agency of the United
States government responsible for collect-
ing and coordinating intelligence and
counterintelligence activities abroad in
the national interest.

19. A river in central Europe that arises in
northwestern Czechoslovakia and flows
northward through Germany to empty
into the North Sea.

20. (anatomy) Exhibiting ectopia.
21. Sheep with long wool originating in the

Cotswolds.
23. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic ele-

ment.
24. Have supper.
25. A person trained to compete in sports.
28. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls.
29. Any plant of the genus Caladium cultivated

for their ornamental foliage variously pat-
terned in white or pink or red.

32. A widely distributed system of free and
fixed macrophages derived from bone
marrow.

36. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
37. Tuberous or rhizomatous herbaceous

perennials.
43. A nonmetallic largely pentavalent heavy

volatile corrosive dark brown liquid ele-
ment belonging to the halogens.

44. A switch made from the stems of the rattan
palms.

45. Suggestive of an elf in strangeness and
otherworldliness.

48. A particular geographical region of indefi-
nite boundary (usually serving some spe-
cial purpose or distinguished by its people
or culture or geography).

50. Largest crested screamer.
51. English aristocrat who was the first wife of

Prince Charles.
52. A fine grained mineral having a soft soapy

feel and consisting of hydrated magne-
sium silicate.

53. Troubled persistently especially with petty
annoyances.

55. Small Old and New World herons.
57. A member of the Siouan people formerly

living in the Missouri river valley in NE
Nebraska.

58. An associate degree in nursing.
59. A small cake leavened with yeast.
65. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising sole-

ly the razorbill.
69. Title for a civil or military leader (especially

in Turkey).
73. A river in north central Switzerland that

runs northeast into the Rhine.
74. The 22nd letter of the Greek alphabet.
75. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat

trimmed off.
76. An agency of the United Nations affiliated

with the World Bank.
77. Headdress that protects the head from bad

weather.
78. 1 species.
79. A young woman making her debut into

society.

DOWN
1. An indehiscent fruit derived from a single

ovary having one or many seeds within a
fleshy wall or pericarp.

2. A person of subnormal intelligence.
3. The event of dying or departure from life.

4. Cooked in hot water.
5. The guidance of ships or airplanes from

place to place.
6. Special design or visual object representing

a quality, type, group, etc..
7. In bed.
8. Unknown god.
9. Resembling or characteristic of or appropri-

ate to an elegy.
10. The process of remembering (especially

the process of recovering information by
mental effort).

11. Something whose name is either forgotten
or not known.

12. Perennial rhizomatous herbs of Asia and
Australia and Polynesia having ginger-
scented rhizomes.

13. One of a pair of long straps (usually con-
nected to the bit or the headpiece) used
to control a horse.

14. Small European freshwater fish with a slen-
der bluish-green body.

22. An inflammatory disease of connective tis-
sue with variable features including fever
and weakness and fatigability and joint
pains and skin lesions on the face or neck
or arms.

26. Aircraft landing in bad weather in which
the pilot is talked down by ground control
using precision approach radar.

27. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake
Chad.

30. Undo the belt of.
31. A percussion instrument consisting of a

pair of hollow pieces of wood or bone
(usually held between the thumb and fin-
gers) that are made to click together (as
by Spanish dancers) in rhythm with the
dance.

33. Capital and largest city of the Czech
Republic.

34. A stringed instrument of India.
35. Well grounded in logic or truth or having

legal force.
38. A mountain peak in the Andes in Bolivia

(21,391 feet high).
39. Squash bugs.
40. (Greek mythology) A princess of Colchis

who aided Jason in taking the Golden
Fleece from her father.

41. An unforeseen obstacle.
42. A chain of connected ideas or passages or

objects so arranged that each member is
closely related to the preceding and fol-
lowing members (especially a series of
patristic comments elucidating Christian
dogma).

46. The syllable naming the fourth (subdomi-
nant) note of the diatonic scale in solmiza-
tion.

47. Lacking professional skill or expertise.
49. Any of various long-tailed rodents similar

to but larger than a mouse.
54. A member of the Himalayan people living

in Nepal and Tibet who are famous for
their skill as mountaineers.

56. An intensely radioactive metallic element
that occurs in minute amounts in uranium
ores.

60. Title for a civil or military leader (especially
in Turkey).

61. Anything that serves as an enticement.
62. (Norse mythology) God of war and strife

and son of Odin.
63. Chocolate cookie with white cream filling.
64. Being one more than seven.
66. Set down according to a plan.
67. (of a young animal) Abandoned by its

mother and raised by hand.
68. An Arabic speaking person who lives in

Arabia or North Africa.
70. Of southern Europe.
71. Primitive predaceous North American fish

covered with hard scales and having long
jaws with needle-like teeth.

72. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220
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Howard Stern doesn’t plan to air old inter-
views with Donald Trump featuring the
now Republican presidential candidate

discussing his sexual exploits. The talk show host
said Monday on his SiriusXM show that he
wouldn’t dig into his archives to replay any of
the about 50 interviews he’s conducted with
Trump over the years. “I feel Donald Trump did
the show in an effort to be entertaining and
have fun with us,” Stern said. “I feel like it would
be a betrayal to any of our guests if I sat there
and played them now (when) people are attack-

ing him.” Stern, who has publicly supported
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton, noted that his conversations with Trump
were broadcast and not “done in private like the
Billy Bush tapes.” “I knew I had a guy who loved
to talk about his relations,” Stern said. “I had a
guy who loved to evaluate women on a scale of
1 to 10. These are avenues I went down because
I knew it would entertain the audience.” In past
interviews with the shock jock, Trump has given
Stern permission to call daughter Ivanka Trump
a “piece of (expletive),” boasted about walking in

on undressed contestants at his beauty pag-
eants, bragged that he could have had sex with
Diana, princess of Wales, and admitted to cheat-
ing on ex-wife Ivana Trump. Stern dismissed
Trump’s comments to “Access Hollywood” host
Billy Bush as “locker room talk.” He said he has
never been in a locker room when “someone has
said ‘grab them by the (expletive).”

Howard Stern won’t air past
Donald Trump interviews

Kim Kardashian West is “taking some much
needed time off ” from sharing on her
phone app after she was held up at gun-

point in Paris, according to a handwritten noted
posted in the app Monday by an assistant. “But
not to worry,” wrote “Steph Shep,” the nickname
for Kim assistant Stephanie Sheppard. “We’ve
called upon Kims (sic) closest friends, fam &
yours truly to serve up some exclusives.”
Sheppard promised: “Stay tuned for new posts
and app takeovers!!” Kardashian West has main-
tained silence on all her social media streams
since the Oct 3 jewelry heist, when she was
bound and left in a bathtub by suspects who

remain at large. Police estimate more than $10
million in jewels were stolen. The paid app is a
rare social media spot where Kardashian West
charges money for access. It had been left
untouched since the robbery. The heist, sister
Khloe Kardashian said on “The Ellen DeGeneres
Show” about a week after the hold up, was a
“wake up call to make a lot of life adjustments”
for all in the reality TV family. Usually heavy
social media sharers, the famous sisters, mom,
brother and a universe of friends have scaled
way back and Kardashian has kept a low profile.

Kardashian West assistant 
speaks on Kim’s silent phone app

Ora decided
America’s Next Top

Model panel

Rita Ora was the mastermind behind ‘America’s Next Top
Model’ panel shake up. The ‘RIP’ hitmaker shocked the
world earlier this year when it was announced she was

replacing Tyra Banks as the host and main judge of the beauty
show but she has admitted she was actually the one who
approached bosses and encouraged them to employ her,
Ashley Graham, Drew Elliott and runway coach/fashion expert
Law Roach. Speaking to PAPER magazine, she said: “I’m lucky to
have friends in this industry, and I thought maybe if I call them
and we create a credible panel and give a different perspective
of ‘America’s Next Top Model’, I could actually be the host.”
However, the 25-year-old singer is determined to create a dif-
ferent vibe when the show returns in December as she believes
modeling is no longer just about taking a picture. She
explained: “I’m not here to tell them what to do. I’m here to
show them that they can do this, too. I’m an example of what
you can achieve because it’s worked.  “I don’t think just taking a
photo is enough anymore.  “We focus on how you’re going to
create a fan base on social media, how you’re going to make
people want to imitate you. That for me is the difference
between somebody who’s just a regular model and somebody
who’s a superstar.” Although Tyra - who has fronted the pro-
gram for 22 series - has now stepped away from the hosting
duties, the 42-year-old model will still remain as executive pro-
ducer. And the brunette beauty recently claimed she had a say
in who would replace her. She said at the time: “I’m pumped to
identify that person and bring back the show. ‘Top Model’ fans,
you demanded that the show come back and VH1 answered
the call. Get ready for a fierce-a-fied rebirth!” 

Jennifer Lopez allegedly dumped Casper Smart
because he cheated on her. The 47-year-old singer
called time on her five-year relationship with the 29-

year-old dancer back in August, in what was claimed to be
an “amicable” break-up. Originally, it was speculated that
the ‘Shades of Blue’ actress - whose nickname is J. Lo -
broke things off with Casper because he failed to attend a
charity dinner with her, but now an accusation of infidelity
has been made against Casper. A source told People: “She
kicked him out because he cheated on her and he got
caught. It happened two years ago, and he promised he
would never do it again and once he did, she was done.
“The truth is, he was cheating and now that it’s over he’s
been begging to come back.” However, Casper - who previ-
ously was separated from the ‘On The Floor’ singer in 2014 -
isn’t giving up on his relationship easily, and has been

doing “everything he can” to win J.Lo’s love back. The
source added: “He’s been doing everything he can to get
back together, working on himself and posting on his
Instagram saying that ‘Life is Good’ and showing off his
new leg tattoo that says ‘You must embrace the darkness
to see the light.’” However, it doesn’t look as though Casper
is going to change his ways any time soon, as he’s recently
been spotted with “bikini-clad dancers” in Mexico. The
source said: “He says he’s changed and that he is a new
man but recently, on a video shoot for Wisin in Mexico, he
was posting videos with bikini-clad dancers and not acting
like a guy trying to remedy old habits.  He was kicked to
the curb not because he did not attend a party with J. Lo
but because he was caught having parties of his own. No
one has time for that, especially J. Lo.”

Jennifer Lopez allegedly dumped
Casper Smart because he cheated

Victoria Beckham:

Harper has a better
social life than me

Victoria Beckham says her daughter has a “better
social life” than her. Harper Beckham is only five
years old, but her 42-year-old mum says she’s “very

sociable” and has “a lot of friends”.  The fashion designer
also has three sons, Brooklyn, 17, Romeo, 14, and Cruz, 11,
with her husband David Beckham and it makes her very
proud to see them all “happy” and “confident”. She told the
November issue of Vogue Australia magazine: “[Harper]
works very hard at school and is very sociable, so has a lot
of friends. She has a better social life than I do! My children
are all very happy and that’s the most crucial thing - they
are happy, confident and secure in themselves.” Victoria’s
latest comments come after she admitted she doesn’t have
much of a “social life” because her four children are her
“first priority” in life. The former Spice Girl said: “[I don’t]
have a social life. My four children and David are my first
priority. When there’s a play on or a parent/teacher meet-
ing, I’m there. David and I are rarely away at the same time.
We do the homework, the bath time and the bed time.
Paying someone to do those things for you to make your
life easier isn’t wrong but they’re important to me.” And
whilst Victoria can’t say for sure if her children will follow in
her footsteps and get involved with her self-titled fashion
label, the kids are showing an interest in her line of work
and share her passion for style. She said previously:
“Brooklyn wants to be a photographer, he loves art.
Obviously he shot the fragrance campaign for Burberry, so
maybe he’ll be a fashion photographer. “Romeo enjoyed
working with Burberry too, and Harper and Cruz are too
young to tell, but they love fashion. “They all take a lot of
pride in the way they look. When we go out for dinner as a
family, they all put their little looks together. Cruz spends a
lot of time making sure his hair is just right.”

John Legend keeps

family life ‘fun’

John Legend’s secret to having a happy family is
to “enjoy” every moment he spends with his
loved ones. The 37-year-old musician and his

wife Chrissy Teigen have been parents to their baby
daughter Luna for six months, and the ‘All of Me’ hit-
maker says the trick to making things work is to “go
out of your way” to make each other happy. He said:
“You just have to try and be with each other as much
as you can, cherish every moment. Enjoy each
moment. Go out of your way, do fun things together
as a couple and as a family. And we try to do as much
of that as we can while still working and you know
maintaining our careers.” And for little Luna, the cou-
ple - who married in 2013 - aim to make “every day”
easy for her, as they want to keep her “stress-free and
joyous”. The ‘Love Me Now’ singer added: “We just try
and make every day as great as we can for her, help
her grow into the kind of human we want her to be,
and try and make every moment as stress-free and
joyous for her as possible.” With his daughter at the
age where she may start forming her first words, the
‘Tonight’ musician says he is “excited”, and even
though she’s likely to say “dada” before she says
“mama”, he doesn’t view it as a competition.
Speaking to ‘Entertainment Tonight’, the musician
said: “It is really difficult for them to form the ‘m’ as
easily as they form the ‘d,’ so I am not really making it
seem like it is some kind of victory for me that she
can say the easier thing, but either way I will just be
excited when she starts talking.”

Lady Gaga believes wearing an all-black ensemble will
make people “focus” on her songs lyrics.  The 30-year-
old singer songwriter - who is known for her eccentric

style and outlandish costumes for her performances - has
admitted she has decided to drop the gimmicks with her
recent album ‘Joanne’ and thinks if she was to don “black
pants and a black T-shirt” fans will enjoy her music more.
Speaking to PEOPLE about her wardrobe choices whilst
performing, the blonde beauty - whose real name is
Stefani Germanotta - said: “If I wear black pants and a black
T-shirt every day, people might focus on what I write.” And
Gaga has admitted although others were bewildered by
her outfits, the garments “made sense” to her.  She
explained: “All the outfits, fashion and art pieces over the
years made sense to me [but] they didn’t make sense to
other people.” And the ‘Bad Romance’ hitmaker - who has
recently split from her actor has opted for a more natural
ensemble, which has seen her demand flat footwear
instead of high heeled platform shoes.  She said: “This time,
my style just stayed naturally at how I’ve been in the stu-
dio.  “I started vehemently saying, ‘Get these clothes out!
I’m not wearing this!  I’m not wearing heels!’ And some of
that, too, is because I’ve been in the studio with boys. You

can’t make music with a bunch of boys who are staring at a
lobster on your head. They are going to get distracted.”
Meanwhile, the powerhouse thinks being a woman “ain’t
easy”, and thinks all women share many of the same life
struggles. Speaking previously, she said: “Many women, no
matter their race, colour, religion, go through the same
issues with men, bodies, minds. A lot of women shut down,
as they don’t feel heard. It ain’t easy. I know it is pulling me
apart.”

Lady Gaga wants people to focus on what I write
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Sheikha Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah
said she is proud for the only Kuwaiti
film participating in the Alexandria

Film Festival winning the best actor prize.
Sheikha Intisar who chairs the Pearl House
Art Production Company (Lulua Publishing )
said that ‘Habeeb Al-Ardh, Fayeq Abdeljalil’
film put Kuwait’s name in prominence in the
world cinema, adding that this win is a first
step for Kuwait becoming a nucleus of cine-
ma industry.

This prompted us to continue the march of
success, as film director Ramadan Khasro left
with Kuwait’s delegation along with the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
to Abu Dhabi to participate in the third round
of the “GCC Film Festival” which will continue
until October 20 and organized by Ministry of
Culture and Knowledge Development in
cooperation with Gulf Cooperation Council
secretariat, under the patronage of Culture
and Knowledge Development Minister Sheikh
Nahayan Bin Mubarak Al-Nahayan, in the pres-
ence of various officials including GCC
Assistant Secretary General for Culture sector
at the Secretariat General Khalid Al-Ghassani,
Gulf Culture Directors, GCC Culture

Committee members besides actors from vari-
ous GCC countries including Abdelhussein
Abdelreda, Dawood Hussein, Mohammad Al-
Mansour, Jassim Al-Nabhan, Huda Hussein,
Tariq Al-Ali, Shujoon Al-Hajiri, Amal Al-Awadhi,
Muna Shaddad and Zahra Al-Kharji from
Kuwait.

Fatima Abdelraheem, Shaila Sabt, Shaima
Sabt, Reem Rahmi and Anwar Ahmad. Shamaa
Mohammad, Buthaina Al-Raeesi, Khalid
Alzidjali, Saleh Zaal, Saud Al-Darmaki, Ghada
Alzidjali from Oman. Ibrahim Al-Hasawi and
Reem Abdallah from Saudi Arabia. Najwa Al-
Qatariya, Saleh Al-Mawla and Sahar Hussein
from Qatar. Ahmad Al-Jasmi, Sameera Ahmad,
Fatima Al-Housani, Huda Al-Khateeb and
Badriya Ahmad from UAE.

She said ‘Habeeb Al-Ardh’ film is participat-
ing along with five other Kuwaiti films, adding
that the Gulf cinema festival is a great oppor-
tunity for a Kuwaiti and Gulf Cinema Industry
to compete at the world level. She said there
are 27 films participating along with several
specialized seminars and workshops.

‘Habeeb Al-Ardh’ : A winner 
at the third GCC Film Festival

Photo shows Sheikha
Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah at the third GCC

Film Festival.

(From left) Photo show directors Ramadan Khasro
and Ahmad Al-Khalaf posing at the third GCC Film
Festival. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

(From left) Photo shows screenwriter Razi Al-Shati, director
Ramadan Khasro (center) and Fatima Al-Husseinan posing at the
third GCC Film Festival.

The force behind a string of hits for other artists, pop
singer Bebe Rexha was named the host of the MTV
Europe Music Awards on Monday before her first

album has even been released. The honor reflects the 27-
year-old’s fast-growing stardom and the connection she
feels to Europe. Born in New York to Albanian parents,
Rexha will take center-stage on November 6 in the Dutch
city of Rotterdam for a gala geared to a more global audi-
ence than MTV’s signature Video Music Awards. With a siz-
able fan base in parts of Europe as well as Mexico, Rexha
said she always immerses herself in local music scenes
when traveling.

In Europe, “it kind of feels that sometimes they’re a step
ahead, and I think they’re open to different-sounding
music, and I like that,” she told AFP. The singer said with a
mischievous look that she was practicing pranks for the
internationally televised awards night, whose performers
will include Bruno Mars and Shawn Mendes. “I just want to
be myself and be real and be funny,” she said. Part of being
true to herself is expressing her Albanian heritage. While
her sound is consistent with R&B-tinged mainstream pop,
she said there are underlying Albanian influences, includ-
ing sounds she heard at weddings. “When I was first start-
ing out, I didn’t know how to grasp that, how to intertwine
that in my music,” she said. But she eventually realized that

“the more real you are” the better. “I want to show every
part of me, and every color of me,” she said. “And I think,
growing up Albanian, I wanted to bring that to light.”

Young veteran songwriter 
Rexha’s next single will feature a “big drum that has a

very sexy feel to it,” she said, adding that she sees it as an
inheritance from Albanian music. The song comes out
ahead of her debut full-length album, the cryptically titled
“A.Y.F.,” which will be released in January. Rexha entered the
Top 10 in the United States and several European countries
last year with “Me, Myself & I,” a collaboration with rapper
G-Eazy. She has already enjoyed a prolific career as a song-
writer at her young age. She was discovered after she won
a national contest for teenage songwriters run by the
Recording Academy, which administers the Grammy
Awards.

Rexha co-wrote “The Monster,” the chart-topping 2013
hit by Eminem and Rihanna, as well as songs for Selena
Gomez, Iggy Azalea and Nick Jonas. Blessed with a voice
that can go into high soprano range yet maintain a soulful
texture, Rexha said recording her own album was a new
experience. “You need to know when to surrender the
album,” she said. “It’s very nerve-racking because you want
people to like it and you want to like it, and sometimes you

have to put your foot down and say this is what it’s going
to be,” she added. “I can’t sit here forever-for another 10
years-doing this album.”

Reaching into emotions 
The album was also highly personal for Rexha, who

poured emotion into songs about a breakup. “The writing
process was very tough,” she said. “What you start learning
is that to get over a breakup, you kind of have to live
through the emotions and not run away from it because
then it lasts longer.” But the approach is not always cathar-
tic. Performing her early single “I Can’t Stop Drinking About
You” a year later when another boyfriend split with her,
Rexha said she would cry on stage. “I feel weird-you don’t
want to cry on stage!” she said with a laugh.  “The fans are
like-what’s happening? But it’s life and I can’t be perfect
every day.” — AFP

Bebe Rexha taps into her roots as MTV Europe host

Pop singer Bebe Rexha poses for
a photo at the MTV headquar-

ters in New York. — AFP

A Turkish boy
plays with a fan

dressed as
Chewbacca as

they attend 53rd
Antalya Film

Festival in
Mediterranean

Turkish resort of
Antalya,

Turkey.—AP

Netflix and Amazon were facing  off for a Cold War clash
of two German spy series yesterday after the phenom-
enal international success of espionage drama

“Deutschland 83”. Netflix has snapped up “Downfall” director
Oliver Hirschbiegel’s highly-rated new show “The Same Sky”
about a Stasi secret police agent sent on a “Romeo mission” to
seduce a middle-aged single mother working in an NATO
eavesdropping station in West Berlin. The series, written by
Paula Milne, the British Emmy-winner behind “The Politician’s
Wife”, got rave reviews after its premiere late Monday at MIP-
COM, the world’s biggest entertainment market in the French
resort of Cannes. 

Only hours earlier, Amazon had announced that it would
premiere the sequel to “Deutschland 83”-the most successful
German series of all time-on its streaming service. Despite
being a relative flop at home, the RTL series about a wide-
eyed East German border guard who is sent to spy on the
West was a record-breaking hit abroad. “Deutschland 86” will
pick up the story of reluctant spook Martin Rauch’s life three
years on, the producers said. “The Same Sky” is set in 1974
when despite the thawing of relations between East and West,

its producer said Berlin was a “hotbed of paranoia and spying,
a covert frontline for both sides infiltrating every aspect of dai-
ly life.”

Honey trap boy 
It opens in the Stasi HQ during a mind control class where

one of its rising young agents is being prepared to sexually
target a British-born intelligence officer played by Swedish
star Sofia Helin of “The Bridge” fame. She works at the NSA’s
top secret Teufelsberg listening station and is struggling with
her angry, off-the-rails son who is dabbling in radical politics.
Milne told reporters the series listens in on stories from both
sides of the Berlin Wall.

“You have a family in the East imploding under the strain
of their daughter competing in the Olympics while elsewhere
a group of gays try to tunnel their way under the wall,” she
added. Director Hirschbiegel said he was old enough to have
lived with the wall and drew from his own experiences when
making the six-part series for the German public broadcaster
ZDF. “I have a lot of memories. I had a girlfriend and friends in
the East. I experienced both worlds,” he added. “I crossed the

border in every way: by car, by foot, by subway and tram.
Back then Berlin was an island within this rigid East German
regime, a hippie country where an unbelievable number of
young people, students and men wanted to avoid doing mili-
tary service.”

The western half of the city was not quite the glittering
advertisement for capitalism that many think it was,
Hirschbiegel said. “Many streets could have been mistaken for
the Bronx with empty houses and dilapidated facades that
weren’t much different from the ones in the East. The main dif-
ference was the billboards and the neon advertisements.” “The
Same Sky” will air next year while “Deutschland 86” will not hit
terrestrial screens until 2018.  “Deutschland 83” was the first
German series ever to be shown on a US network and had the
highest ratings of a foreign-language drama in the history of
British television, beating Scandinavian hits like “Borgen”, “The
Killing” and “The Bridge”. — AFP

Terrorism TV
show puts verdict

in European
viewers’ hands

Amilitary pilot shoots down a hijacked  plane with
164 people on board to save the lives of thou-
sands in a packed stadium that was the target of

a terrorist plot. Is he a hero, or guilty of murder? That is
the question viewers were asked to answer in an inter-
active television show broadcast late Monday in five
European countries. “Terror - Your Verdict” turned couch
potatoes at home into a jury judging the fate of fictional
German air force major Lars Koch, who fires a missile at
the Lufthansa passenger jet.

“If I don’t shoot, tens of thousands will die,” he says in
the thriller as he takes aim at an engine of the Airbus
A320, flouting the orders of his superiors. The plane
bursts into flames and comes down in a potato field,
killing everyone aboard including militants from an Al-
Qaeda offshoot who planned to use the airliner to tar-
get a soccer match between Germany and England. At
the Munich stadium venue, 70,000 fans are blissfully
unaware that they have been spared death due to the
actions of the young military pilot. In the television
show, an adaptation of a successful play by bestselling
author Ferdinand von Schirach, Koch sits in the dock on
164 counts of murder.

Trolley problem for terror age 
The scenario has been debated since the suicide

hijackings of September 11, 2001 in the United States as
a kind of modern trolley problem, the classic ethical
thought experiment. In that hypothetical conundrum, a
person must choose between allowing a runaway trol-
ley to run over five people tied to railway tracks, or to
pull a lever and send the trolley barreling into one per-
son on another track.  After 9/11, then US vice president
Dick Cheney said the military would have been justified
if they shot down the airliners to prevent them crashing
into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

However Germany’s constitutional court ruled in
2006 that such action would violate Article One of its
Basic Law, that human dignity is inviolable. In the case
of “Terror - Your Verdict”, viewers in Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, the Czech Republic and Slovenia were
asked to vote guilty or not guilty online or via a tele-
phone hotline. 

Philosophical thicket 
The programming chief for German public broad-

caster ARD, Volker Herres, said the audience was invited
to become part of the plot.  “The viewer is yanked out of
the passivity of television watching,” he told the Bild dai-
ly. “He is actively called upon to become both an affect-
ed person and take a decision.” In the end, overwhelm-
ing majorities called for Koch to be acquitted, with more
than 80 percent of viewers in Germany, Austria and
Switzerland finding Koch not guilty. An actor playing
the presiding judge read out the verdict, with both
options filmed in advance. The normally prosaic Bild
pointed up the philosophical thicket revealed by the
show “pitting eternal natural law against the Protestant
ethic of responsibility, which demands a conscience-
based decision in every situation”. —AFP

Prize winning French sculptor Annette Messager (left) walks after receiving a medal from
Prince Hitachi (second right) as Princess Hitachi (right) looks on during the awards ceremony.

Prize winning US director Martin Scorsese (second left) receives a medal from Prince
Hitachi (2nd R) as Princess Hitachi (right) looks on during the awards ceremony.

Online giants battle over German Cold War spy dramas
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Three decades ago “Fatal Attraction” heralded the age of
the erotic thriller-crime potboilers featuring leading men
swapping suggestive dialogue and bodily fluids with

bewitching but murderous femme fatales. Movies like “Basic
Instinct” and “Sliver” enjoyed acclaim and big box office
receipts during the 1990s, but within a few years the genre had
died out, usurped by a new wave of smarter thrillers that
swapped female flesh for sophisticated scriptwriting.

But while the American appetite for erotic thrillers is at an
all-time low, the genre is burgeoning abroad, with France’s
“Stranger by the Lake” and “Blue is the Warmest Color” (both
2013), Italy’s “I Am Love” (2009) and China’s “Lust, Caution”
(2007) all proving critical and box office hits. South Korean
director Park Chan-wook, who first came to the notice of the
West with his cult, neo-noir revenge movie “Oldboy” (2003),
is hoping to tempt US fans of the genre back into the theater
with his own foreign-language celebration of sex and
intrigue.

Due for release in the US on Friday, “The Handmaiden” tells
the story of a Japanese heiress in 1930s occupied Korea and
her affair with a Korean woman hired to be her maid-but
secretly plotting to con her out of her fortune. Adapted from
the award-winning Sarah Waters novel “Fingersmith,” the narra-
tive is driven not just by its many lurid plot twists but also
scenes of explicit, meticulously choreographed sex.

It captivated South Koreans in June, attracting a record 1.8
million cinemagoers, and has since amassed a respectable $32
million and has been sold to 175 countries. It received mainly
glowing reviews after showing at the Cannes Film Festival but

some critics bemoaned Park’s penchant for stylized excess and
shock tactics. Park says he holds in high regard many American
erotic thrillers from the 1990s, including “Basic Instinct” and l
mafia story “Bound” (1996), directed by Lana and Lilly
Wachowski three years before they made “The Matrix.”

Oscar nominations 
“But it wasn’t a question of me saying I’m sad to see this

genre dying out and wanted to bring it back. There was noth-
ing like that going on,” Park told AFP during a recent visit to Los
Angeles. “When I set out to make this film it was purely a func-
tion of me being drawn to the source material.”  American
director Brian De Palma took erotica out of the arthouse and
into the mainstream with 1980’s “Dressed To Kill,” starring
Michael Caine, and followed it up seven years later with the
steamy “Body Double.”

But it was another film released in 1987 — Adrian Lyne’s
manic slasher  “Fatal Attraction”-that defined the genre,
packing out theaters, getting multiple Oscar nominations
and enriching the English language with the term “bunny
boiler.” Paul Verhoeven’s sleazy but sexy whodunnit “Basic
Instinct” took the erotic thriller downmarket in 1992 but
became one of the biggest hits of the decade, grossing
$353 million worldwide.

The movie-about a novelist who stabs her victims with an
ice pick while engaged in acrobatic sex acts-famously featured
an interrogation scene in which Sharon Stone crosses and
uncrosses her legs to reveal she isn’t wearing any underwear.
“If ‘Fatal Attraction’ was the erotic thriller genre’s ‘Jaws,’ then

‘Basic Instinct’ was its ‘Star Wars,’” writes Ryan Lambie of the film
reviews website Den of Geek.  

Conservative values 
The film led an upsurge of erotic thrillers, with cult hit

“Poison Ivy,” Stone’s next film “Sliver,” Madonna’s “Body of
Evidence” and “Disclosure,” all cashing in on the public’s
appetite for sex and death. But a succession of lower quality
erotic thrillers bombed at the box office as apathy for the
genre set in. In 1996, Wes Craven’s smart, self-referential
slasher movie “Scream” opened the floodgates for a slew of
ironic, postmodern thrillers, often with big stars but almost
no nudity. Audiences had come to expect more from their
serial killers than bodice-ripping bonking by the time the
much delayed critical and box office disaster “Basic Instinct 2”
came out in 2006.

Some analysts have blamed the rise of internet pornography
for stripping erotic thrillers of their mystique while others claim
a resurgence in conservative values following the election of US
President George W Bush in 2001 finished off the genre. Shawn
Robbins, a senior analyst at BoxOffice.com, believes the erotic
thriller died out simply because the world moved on, as it
always does. “I think this is largely due to a cyclical shift in cul-
tural tastes, especially among thriller and horror fans,” he told
AFP.  “Certain genres tend to follow-or set-trends for a certain
era, and  in recent years those have gravitated toward more
supernatural and psychological scare tactics.” — AFP

The life and death of the American erotic thriller

The late rapper Tupac Shakur and Seattle-
based rockers Pearl Jam are among the
first-time nominees on the ballot for induc-

tion next year into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame. Nine of the 19 acts nominated are on the
ballot for the first time, with Shakur and Pearl
Jam in their first year of eligibility. More than 800
artists, historians and music-industry officials
vote, with results announced in December and
induction next April.

Nominations were announced yesterday The
prolific Shakur was shot and killed at his peak in
1996. His album “Me Against the World” hit the
top of the charts when he was in prison for sexu-
al assault. “Keep Ya Head Up,” “Life Goes On,”
“Ambitionz Az a Ridah” and “Changes” are
among his best-known songs. He recorded so
much while alive that releases kept flowing after
his death. Pearl Jam would be the second band,
following Nirvana in 2014, with roots in Seattle’s
grunge scene to make the hall. Behind charis-
matic frontman Eddie Vedder, Pearl Jam was a

huge initial success behind songs like “Jeremy,”
“Even Flow,” “Alive” and “Better Man.” They con-
sciously stepped back from the commercial
world, and persist as a respected and popular
touring outfit.

And “Don’t Stop Believin’” it’s true: Journey is
another first-time nominee. Its members must
wait a couple of months to find out if voters wel-
come them with “Open Arms.” Other first-time
nominees are: the hardcore punk pioneers Bad
Brains; 1980s synth-poppers Depeche Mode; Jeff
Lynne’s 1970s hit machine Electric Light
Orchestra; Lollapalooza instigators Jane’s
Addiction; 1960s folkie Joan Baez; and
Steppenwolf, Canadian rockers of “Born to be
Wild” fame.

The influential disco-era band Chic, who have
become the hard-luck losers of the rock hall
induction process, are on the ballot for the 11th
time. Others back as nominees include soul
singer and former Rufus frontwoman Chaka
Khan; the Peter Wolf-led rockers J. Geils Band;

pregnant soul superstar Janet Jackson; the late “I
Gotcha” singer Joe Tex; the German electronic
music band Kraftwerk; the Detroit-area punk
forerunners MC5; Ric Ocasek’s new wavers The
Cars; the Zombies, British makers of “Time of the
Season” and “She’s Not There”; and the 1970s-era
progressive rockers Yes.

There is no set number of inductees. This
year’s class had five members. To be eligible, all
of the nominees had to have released their first
recording no later than 1991. The induction cer-
emony, open to the ticket-buying public and tel-
evised later on HBO, will take place in Brooklyn’s
Barclay’s Center. The public will also be invited to
vote online among the nominees, with their top
five selections cast as a “fan’s ballot.” Inductees
will eventually be enshrined in the Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame museum in Cleveland. — AP

Tupac Shakur, Pearl Jam lead
rock hall of fame ballot

In this Aug 15, 1996, file photo, rapper
Tupac Shakur attends a voter registration
event in South Central Los Angeles. 

In this June 11, 2016, file photo, Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam performs at Bonnaroo Music and Arts
Festival in Manchester, Tenn.— AP photos

“The Simpsons” star Harry Shearer is suing French media giant Vivendi
for $125 million over missing profits from the cult classic “This Is
Spinal Tap,” his lawyers said yesterday. Shearer, who voices a host of

characters including evil employer Mr Burns on the animated television series
“The Simpsons,” was a co-creator of the 1984 comedy which was inspired by a
parody rock band of the same name. “Despite the widespread success of the
film and its music, we’ve fallen victim to the same sort of fuzzy and falsified
entertainment industry accounting schemes that have bedeviled so many oth-
er creators,” Shearer said in a statement released by his lawyers.

“In this instance, the fraud and negligence were too egregious to ignore,”
he said. Vivendi acquired the rights to the movie, made for $2.5 million, in
1989. The suit, filed in Los Angeles, accuses Vivendi of engaging in “anti-com-
petitive and unfair business practices, as well as fradulent accounting”, the
statement said. It alleges that the music and merchandise spawned by the
movie earned tens of millions of dollars but that the creators were paid only
$81 for merchandising earnings between 1984 and 2006. According to the
complaint, Vivendi reported only $98 in music soundtrack revenues between
1989 and 2006. — AFP

Actor Harry Shearer sues Vivendi over ‘Spinal Tap’ profits

Financial thriller “The Accountant” booked $24.7
million in ticket receipts on its opening week-
end to score number one at the North American

box office, industry data showed on Monday. The
Warner Bros film centers on an autistic mathematics
savant who capitalizes on his fondness for numbers
by becoming an undercover forensic accountant for
criminal organizations.

Starring Ben Affleck and Anna Kendrick, the film
opened to mixed reviews but yielded more than fore-
casters expected. Psychological thriller “The Girl on
the Train,” starring Emily Blunt as a depressed, alco-
holic divorcee who witnesses something odd as she
rides a commuter train, dropped down one place on

its second weekend with $12.2 million. It narrowly
edged stand-up comedy film “Kevin Hart: What Now?”
which had to settle for third place with $11.8 million,
according to box office monitor Exhibitor Relations.

Tim Burton’s fantasy tale “Miss Peregrine’s Home
for Peculiar Children” fell to fourth with $9 million,
cumulatively earning $65.9 million over three weeks.
Burton’s latest movie, from 20th Century Fox and
Chernin Entertainment, tells the story of a head-
mistress (Eva Green) at an orphanage in Wales full of
odd youngsters with magical powers. Mark
Wahlberg’s oil-rig thriller “Deepwater Horizon” from
Lionsgate came in at number five with $6.4 million.
The film, directed by Peter Berg and also starring Kurt

Russell, John Malkovich, Kate Hudson and Gina
Rodriguez, follows the deadly 2010 Transocean and
BP oil rig explosion and spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
Rounding out the top 10 films were:

“Storks” ($5.7 million)
“The Magnificent Seven” ($5.2 million)
“Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life” ($4.3

million)
“Sully” ($2.9 million)
“The Birth of a Nation” ($2.7 million)

— AFP

‘The Accountant’ easily tops North American box office

Actors Cynthia Addai-Robinson, from left, Ben Affleck and Anna Kendrick
pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film ‘The
Accountant’ in London. — AP

OSN, the region’s leading pay-TV net-
work, continues to cement its position
as the go-to network for first and

exclusive access to blockbuster Hollywood
movies and top-rated series with a new
extended partnership with 20th Century Fox
Television Distribution. The long-term agree-
ment with 20th Century Fox Television
Distribution is in line with OSN’s strategy of
carefully choosing partners who provide
sought-after programming that appeals to
viewers in the region. 

As part of the deal, the latest movies from
20th Century Fox will be available for OSN
subscribers to watch in the comfort of their
own home just months after release in the
cinema. The deal also means that OSN sub-
scribers will continue to enjoy hundreds of
hours of new TV series each year from 20th
Century Fox. In addition, viewers will be able
to watch the movies and series when they
choose and on various devices of their choice
such as mobile, tablets, and laptops via OSN
Play, the award-winning digital platform that
is available to subscribers for no extra cost.

Emad Morcos, Chief Content Officer of
OSN, said: “Our strategy is to deliver cutting-
edge and sought-after programming that
appeals to our regional viewers. With thou-
sands of channels available globally, the true
value of a network is in offering discerning
premium content, which meets the real aspi-
rations of its subscribers. Our focus is there-
fore to partner with top-tier content
providers that bring the best in movies, series
and general entertainment to our viewers.

“Our investment in premium program-
ming is for the long-term, which has given us
clear industry leadership in offering first and
exclusive content. We are committed to fur-
ther delivering on the exclusive choice of
entertainment we offer our subscribers
through the new, extended partnership with
20th Century Fox Television Distribution.
From Hollywood to OSN’s channels - we will
always bring the latest and biggest block-

busters and TV shows to viewer’s homes first.”
“We are extremely pleased to be building

upon our long-standing partnership with
OSN,” said Gina Brogi, EVP Worldwide Pay TV
& SVOD at Twentieth Century Fox Television
Distribution. “We are proud of the relation-
ship we have forged with OSN, who have con-
tinuously championed our content over the
years and have provided audiences with
access to our vast catalogue of popular and
award-winning series and films.”

OSN subscribers will have access to a huge
portfolio of films including a slate of action
movies such as X Men: Apocalypse and
Deadpool, as well as the animated adventure,
Ice Age: Collision Course and the
DreamWorks Animation title, Kung Fu Panda
3. In addition, OSN subscribers will exclusively
enjoy 20th Century Fox’s eagerly anticipated
upcoming films, after their respective theatri-
cal and home entertainment releases.

Series lovers can look forward to enjoying
new shows including 24: Legacy, Prison
Break, This is Us and Pitch available same day
and date with the US release only on OSN;
along with fresh episodes from hit award-
winning shows such as Empire, Homeland,
The Americans, Tyrant, Scream Queens,
Modern Family, New Girl, The Simpsons and
many more. In addition, complete season
box-sets of popular shows and movie fran-
chises will also be available for OSN sub-
scribers to watch at their convenience.

OSN, today, has MENA’s largest number of
first-on-TV rights to premium content from all
the leading studios. The output deal with
20th Century Fox builds on OSN’s unbeatable
partnerships with all the major international
content providers including HBO, Paramount,
MGM, Universal, Warner Bros., Sony and
Disney, among others. 

OSN extends exclusive long-term
deal with 20th Century Fox 



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2016

l if e s t y l e
F E A T U R E S

In December 1950, the painter Max Beckmann
ventured out of his New York home to see his
“Self-Portrait in Blue Jacket,” then on view at the

city’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. The German artist
never made it: he suffered a fatal heart attack steps
from Central Park at age 66. Today, the museum will
open a new exhibition called “Max Beckmann in New
York” to celebrate his connection to the city where
he settled in September 1949 and lived out the last
months of his life.

Before the Nazi regime labeled his works “degen-
erate” and removed them from German museums in
1937, Beckmann (1884-1850) enjoyed great acclaim
in his home country, with top art dealers presenting
his work to private collectors. He left his native land
for Amsterdam, where he lived for a decade, before
heading to St Louis, Missouri for a temporary teach-
ing position. 

He ultimately landed in New York, his third resi-
dence in exile. The painter described the city-then
evolving into a major art center-as “a pre-war Berlin
multiplied a hundredfold,” and painted the major
works “Falling Man” and “The Town (City Night).” The
artist’s oeuvre included self-portraits, interiors, land-
scapes and triptychs. His rich blocks of color are
brought into stark relief by thick, black lines. 

New York had already known Beckmann for more
than two decades before he arrived, thanks to two
Berlin art dealers who sold his art to New York collec-
tors. The Met exhibition, on display until February
2017, will feature 14 paintings the artist created while
living in Manhattan, as well as 25 additional works
from New York collections dating from 1920 to
1948.”New York is really grandiose,” Beckmann once
wrote. “But it stinks of burned fat, just like the sacrificial
meal of the slain enemies among the savages.” “But
nevertheless-crazy, crazy, crazy!” — AFP

A woman looks at “Self-Portrait in Blue Jacket” (1950)
October 17, 2016.

Aside from his kingly duties - and they
were immense - Thailand’s late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej took time during

his 70-year reign to compose music (and jam
with some of the world’s jazz legends), build
sailing craft (and win an international yachting
race), paint surrealistic oils and have some 20
patents registered for an assortment of inven-
tions. Here’s a look at the many pursuits of
Bhumibol, who died last week at the age of 88:

Musician
“He is simply the coolest king in the land,”

declared American jazz great Lionel Hampton
of Bhumibol’s talent on the saxophone. He also
played clarinet, trumpet and the piano, often
with his own palace band, and one of the high-
lights of a 1960 visit to New York was a two-
hour jam session with Benny Goodman.

Largely self-taught, he is credited with
nearly 50 compositions, including a three-
movement ballet previewed in Vienna and
songs that  are st i l l  f requently  heard in
Thai land,  including “Fal l ing R ain” and
“Candlelight Blues.” Six of his songs were
included in a  1950 Broadway musical ,
“Peepshow,” with one, “Blue Night,” described
by one critic as a “sensuous beguine.”

Inventor
Having tinkered since childhood and

studied some science and engineering in
Switzerland, the king came up with inven-
tions throughout much of his reign, with 20
patents and 19 trademarks registered under
his name and some garnering international
awards. Most were related to rural develop-

ment, although he also configured a new
gun mount on helicopters and offered
ideas on how to prevent the M-16, the
standard US assault rifle in the Vietnam
War, from jamming.

Pondering how to prevent annual flooding
in Bangkok, he recalled from childhood pet
monkeys munching on bananas, then retain-
ing the food in their cheeks to later swallow.
The king’s “monkey cheeks” initiative featured
reservoirs on the peripheries of Bangkok into
which onrushing water was diverted and later
flushed into the sea or used for irrigation. His
inventions included a biofuel from palm oil
and the low-cost Chaipattana aerator, which
resembles a paddle wheel on old steamers
and can be inserted into rivers, canals and
marshes to counter water pollution. The aera-
tors can be seen across Thailand, including at
the royal residence in Bangkok.

A 2005 European patent, number 1491088,
describes a technique for seeding clouds to
induce rain over drought-stricken areas.
Dubbed the “super sandwich,” pilots disperse
environmentally friendly chemicals to form
cool and warm clouds at different altitudes.

Artist, author, sailor
Bhumibol was 8 when he got hold of his

first camera - a Coronet Midget given by his
mother - and rarely was one out of reach
through most of his life, capturing both
domestic scenes and documenting his efforts
to improve rural lives. The king’s more than
60 sculptures and paintings range from tradi-
tionally realistic to expressionistic and
abstract. Some are starkly contemporary.
“This is called ‘Subversion’ - there is greed,
anger and evil. I painted it with a knitting
needle,” he said of one.

The king also penned several books,
including one about a beloved stray dog that
he had adopted. A keen sportsman until hob-
bled by illnesses over the past decade, he
teamed up with one of his daughters to win a
yachting gold medal in the 1967 Southeast
Asian Peninsular Games. A year later, he chal-
lenged another royal sailor, Britain’s visiting
Prince Philip, to a race. — AP

In this July 5, 1960, file photo, Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej, right, plays the saxo-
phone during a jam session with legendary jazz clarinetist Benny Goodman, left, drum-
mer Gene Krupa, second left, and trombonist Urbie Green in New York. — AP photos

In this Sept 22, 1935, file photo, ten-year-old King Ananda Mahidol of
Siam, now known as Thailand, right, stands with his brother Prince
Bhumibol, while playing with presents including a science kit he received
on his tenth birthday, in Lausanne, Switzerland.

In this Friday, Aug 4, 2006, file photo, Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej
holds a camera as he leaves Siriraj Hospital in a wheelchair after undergo-
ing surgery in Bangkok, Thailand.

A woman passes by drawing portraits of the late Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej in
Bangkok, Thailand.

A Thai Buddhist monk takes a picture of drawing portraits of the late Thai King Bhumibol
Adulyadej in Bangkok, Thailand, yesterday.

People take pictures of a drawing portrait of the late Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej in
Bangkok, Thailand, yesterday.

Thailand’s late king also
artist, jazz musician, inventor

Thais turn to tattoos to 

remember late King Bhumibol

Days after widely revered King Bhumibol Adulyadej died, many Thais are heading to
tattoo parlors to get a lasting memory of the only monarch they have ever known.
In the seaside resort town of Pattaya, the Skin Art Tattoo parlor offered up to 50

free tattoos per day between Saturday and Monday, media reported, while in Bangkok
tattoo artists are worked off their feet. The Sak Lai Tattoo Studio in a popular shopping
district of central Bangkok has prepared several tattoo designs in honor of the late king,
including the number 9 in Thai because he was ninth king of the country’s 234-year-old
Chakri Dynasty.

“It’s a way to express and record their own story of love and devotion to our king,” said
Esara Usada, 55, who has been a tattoo artist for two decades and owns Sak Lai. His tattoo
artist wife, Tapanee Prasitsuk, said they are fully booked for the next month.

Prices for a tattoo at their parlor start at 2,000 baht ($57). But as a tribute to the late
king, prices for king-related tattoos will start at 1,000 baht, Tapanee said. Piyaphan
Phanwiroj, 34, a military officer, sat still for about 20 minutes while Tapanee inked away at
the nape of his neck, producing a sentence that read in Thai: “I was born in the reign of
King Rama IX”.

“The tattoo speaks louder than love. It speaks of respect, obedience and loyalty,” he
said. “It will remind me to do more for my country. In times of hopelessness, it will remind
me of all his hard work for us.” Other popular tattoos include the phrase “May I be your
humble servant in all my lives” and lyrics from the royal anthem. — Reuters

A woman looks at “Self-portrait with Horn” (1938)
October 17, 2016 during a press preview for the exhibi-
tion called “Max Beckmann in New York”.

A man looks at ‘Falling Man’ (1950) October 17, 2016
during a press preview for the exhibition called ‘Max
Beckmann in New York’ at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York. — AFP photos

German painter Max Beckmann returns to Manhattan in new show
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Preschoolers can explore an updated version of Elmo’s
World when the new season of “Sesame Street”
debuts next year. Sesame Workshop says it’s making

new episodes of the popular segment for the first time
since 2009. 

Also returning is Tony Award-winning performer Bill
Irwin, who played Elmo’s friend, Mr Noodle. Sesame
Workshop says 25 5-minute Elmo’s World segments will be
produced in which Elmo will teach kids through matching,

sorting and counting games. Repeats of original Elmo’s
World segments will also be included in some episodes of
the upcoming season. “Sesame Street” will include a new
“kindness curriculum” this year aimed at fostering “behav-
iors that can have significant outcomes throughout a
child’s life.” Season 47 of “Sesame Street” premieres on HBO
in January. — AP

Elmo’s World returning to
‘Sesame Street’ in January 

In this Jan 24, 2011, file
photo, Elmo of the film
‘Being Elmo’ poses for a
portrait in the Fender
Music Lodge during the
2011 Sundance Film
Festival in Park City, Utah.
— AP

A Chinese Dragon made from illuminated pumpkins on display at the ‘Rise of the Jack O’Lanterns’ show in Los Angeles, California on October 16, 2016. The four-day show featured thousands of carved pumpkins on the eve of the Halloween festi-
val. — AFP photos

A car display made from illuminated pumpkins. A Batman made from illuminated pumpkins.

A Superman made from illuminated pumpkins. A pumpkin bearing a carved image of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump is
on display.

A pumpkin bearing a carved image of Democrat Party presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton is on display.

People walk past a Star Wars display made from illuminated pumpkins.
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