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Former opposition MPs to

likely end polls boycott

Registration of candidates starts today
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Syria first lady rejected 
offers to leave country

DAMASCUS: Syria’s first lady Asma Al-Assad said she reject-
ed multiple offers to flee the war-ravaged country with her
children, according to an interview with broadcaster
Russia24 aired yesterday.  The comments were part of the
British-born Assad’s first interview with international media
since Syria’s revolt erupted in 2011 with demands for her
husband Bashar’s ouster. “I never thought of being any-
where else at all. ... Yes, I was offered the opportunity to
leave Syria, or rather to run from Syria,” the 41-year-old
said. “These offers included guarantees of safety and pro-
tection for my children, and even financial security. It does-
n’t take a genius to know what these people were really
after. It was never about my wellbeing or my children - it
was a deliberate attempt to shatter people’s confidence in
their president,” she said. 

Hotdogs set for name 
change in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR: Food outlets in Muslim-majority
Malaysia must rename hotdogs or risk being refused
halal certification, a government religious authority
said yesterday. The ruling, which also includes other
food items whose name includes the word “dog”, has
garnered much ridicule on social media. It follows
complaints by Muslim tourists from overseas, said
Sirajuddin Suhaimee, director of the halal division
from the Department of Islamic Development. “In
Islam, dogs are considered unclean and the name
cannot be related to halal certification,” he said. US
pretzel chain Aunty Anne’s, which has 45 outlets in
Malaysia with plans to expand further, told AFP it has
no qualms about renaming its pretzel dogs.

Kabul, Taleban hold 
secret talks in Qatar

KABUL: The Taleban and senior Afghan government offi-
cials have held two secret meetings since September in
Qatar in a bid to restart long-stalled peace negotiations,
sources said yesterday. An official in the National Unity
Government in Kabul told AFP that the two rounds of dis-
cussions took place in Doha, where the Taleban maintain a
political office. Britain’s The Guardian newspaper said the
talks were attended by Mullah Abdul Manan Akhund,
brother of Taleban founder and longtime leader Mullah
Omar, who died in 2013. A senior American diplomat was
also present in the Qatar meetings, the newspaper said cit-
ing a Taleban official. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The stage looks set for a stiff election battle
after many leading opposition figures and former law-
makers said they plan to end a four-year boycott of par-
liamentary polls and contest elections for the 50-seat
National Assembly. Leading former Islamist MPs Ahmad
Baqer, Fahd Al-Khanna and Adel Al-Damkhi have already
said they will run in the election.

Earlier, the interior ministry announced that registra-
tion of candidates for the Assembly elections will start
from today for 10 days, in accordance with the election
law. The announcement came after the Amiri decree set-
ting Nov 26 as the date for the snap elections was pub-
lished in the official gazette Kuwait Al-Youm. Registration
will end on Oct 28, after which withdrawal of candidates
will continue until four days before election day.

The interior ministry said all arrangements have been
taken at the election department in Shuwaikh to receive
the candidates. Under Kuwaiti law, candidates must be
Kuwaiti by birth, at least 30 years of age and have not
been convicted of a felony, unless they have been reha-
bilitated. Acting on a recommendation by the Cabinet,
HH the Amir dissolved the Assembly on Sunday citing
grave regional security threats and conflicts. It was the
seventh dissolution of the Assembly since 2006.

Former Islamist MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said a meet-
ing of former opposition lawmakers was held yesterday
to discuss the possibility of ending the boycott and con-
testing the election. He said 11 former MPs attended the
meeting, which decided to hold another meeting in the
coming few days to allow other opposition figures to
attend and then take an unanimous decision on whether
to take part in the polls or not.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Opposition leader and former Islamist MP Jamaan Al-Harbash (second right) speaks as activists gather
at his house yesterday to urge him to run for office and to end his boycott of the coming parliamentary elec-
tions. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s security and media
department yesterday said a nine-year-old Kuwaiti
boy died after being “tortured” and locked up for
several days by his parents. It was reported earlier
that Eid Talaq told Sulaibikhat police that his son
Waleed died of natural causes after he rushed him
to Jahra Hospital on Monday. The ministry state-
ment said the child’s body had cuts and bruises,
while his hands and clothes were wet, and he was
pronounced dead on arrival. 

On being interrogated, the parents admitted the
boy was hyperactive and used to attack his broth-
ers, and they used to beat him for disciplinary pur-
poses. They said that the boy was tied up and
locked in a room for several days, so he stopped
eating. His mother said she untied him a few hours
before his death and he went to sleep with his
brothers, but they later discovered he had died.

‘Hyperactive’ boy 

dies of ‘torture’

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The health ministry yesterday issued a deci-
sion to subject domestic helpers (holders of article 20
residency visas) from 40 countries to new medical tests
on renewing their residency visas regardless if they
have traveled out of Kuwait or not. The 40 countries
include Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Central African Republic, Senegal,
Somalia, Cameroon, Congo, Niger, Angola, Uganda,
Eretria, Sudan, Benin, Burkina Faso, Thailand, Chad,
Togo, Gambia, South Africa, Djibouti, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea Bissau, Kenya, Mali, Malawi, Namibia, Tanzania,
Myanmar and Madagascar.

New medical tests 

must for domestics

PARIS: The UN cultural agency yesterday adopted an
Arab-sponsored resolution condemning Israel’s actions
at a flashpoint holy site in east Jerusalem, deepening
anger in Israel. The UNESCO resolution on “occupied
Palestine” was endorsed yesterday by the agency’s exec-
utive board at its headquarters in Paris, after being
approved at the committee stage last week. Referring
throughout to “the occupying power,” it condemns Israel
for restricting Muslims’ access to the Al-Aqsa mosque
compound - Islam’s third holiest site - and criticizes dam-
age by security forces to the site and nearby excavations. 

It is the latest episode in a series of rows at UNESCO,
which is responsible for protecting important heritage
sites and is one of few international organizations that
recognizes Palestine as a member state. Israel suspended
its cooperation with UNESCO last week in response to the
draft resolution and its ambassador, Carmel Shama
Hacohen, accused the Palestinians of playing “games”
yesterday. “This is the wrong place to solve problems

between countries or people,” he told AFP. 
Israel is furious that the resolution refers to the Old

City site in Jerusalem by its Muslim name, Al-Aqsa or Al-
Haram Al-Sharif. It is considered holy by Muslims,
Christians and Jews. Jews refer to it as the Temple Mount
and it is considered the holiest site in Judaism. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin  Netanyahu complained last
week that saying “Israel has no connection to the Temple
Mount and Western Wall is like saying China has no con-
nection to the Great Wall of China or Egypt has no con-
nection to the pyramids”.

While acknowledging the importance of the Old City
to “the three monotheistic religions” - Islam, Judaism and
Christianity - the resolution focuses on Israeli restrictions
on Muslims accessing the mosque. It also includes con-
demnation of Israel’s blockade of Gaza and “constant
aggressions by the Israeli settlers” in the West Bank.

Deputy Palestinian ambassador to UNESCO, Mounir
Anastas, welcomed the decision yesterday. “This resolu-

tion reminds Israel that they are the occupying power in
east Jerusalem, and it asks them to stop all their viola-
tions, especially in the fields of competence of UNESCO
such as the excavations,” he told reporters. Since 2011,
when Palestine was admitted to UNESCO, the body has
been the scene of numerous diplomatic spats resulting
from resolutions condemning Israel, most recently in
April but also in October last year. 

The east Jerusalem site is a 14-hectare rectangular
esplanade at the southeast corner of the Old City which
was seized by Israel during the 1967 Six-Day War and lat-
er annexed in a move never internationally recognized.
Israel considers all of Jerusalem as its undivided capital,
but the Palestinians want the eastern sector as capital of
their future state. The atmosphere before the vote yes-
terday was soured further by threats received by tele-
phone and on social media last week following a vote on
the draft resolution, a UNESCO official said.
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UNESCO adopts Jerusalem resolution

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama issued a
scathing rebuke yesterday to Donald Trump on the eve
of the final election debate, blasting him for “whining”
about “rigged” elections and warning that such accusa-
tions are irresponsible. Trump and Democratic rival
Hillary Clinton are set for their final presidential debate
today, with three weeks to go before Americans head to
the polls on Nov 8. It is seen as a last chance for the
Republican nominee, dogged by accusations of sexual
misconduct and sinking poll numbers, to make his mark
on millions of voters.

With the provocative billionaire’s campaign reeling,
Trump is likely to engage in more scorched-earth tactics
if recent history is any guide. But with Trump pressing
the dangerous conspiracy theory that the US election is
“rigged”, Obama abandoned diplomatic decorum and
skewered the mogul from the Rose Garden in front of
visiting Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi.

“I have never seen in my lifetime, or in modern politi-
cal history, any presidential candidate trying to discredit
the elections and the election process before votes have
even taken place. It’s unprecedented,” Obama told a joint
press conference. “That is both irresponsible - and, by
the way, it doesn’t really show the kind of leadership and
toughness that you’d want out of a president. You start
whining before the game’s even over? If, whenever
things are going badly for you and you lose, you start
blaming somebody else? Then you don’t have what it
takes to be in this job,” he added. “I’d advise Mr Trump to
stop whining, and go try to make his case to get votes.” 

Trump has sought to fire up his supporters, who have
grown more aggressive by the day towards his
Democratic opponent, as they and Trump fume over
Clinton’s swirling email scandal, and argue that the elec-
tion is rigged in her favor. “People that have died 10
years ago are still voting, illegal immigrants are voting,”
Trump claimed at a rowdy rally Monday in Green Bay,
Wisconsin. “Voter fraud is very, very common.” — AFP  

Obama tells Trump 

to ‘stop whining’ 

SHAQOULI, Iraq: Iraqi Kurdish peshmerga fighters react yesterday in this village, about 35 km east of Mosul,
after they recaptured it from the Islamic State (IS) group. — AFP (See Page 8)

QAYYARAH, Iraq: Iraqi forces were making gains as tens
of thousands of fighters advanced on Mosul yesterday
in an unprecedented offensive to retake the city from
the Islamic State group. With the crucial battle in its sec-
ond day, Iraqi commanders said progress was being
made as fighters pushed on two main fronts against the
militants’ last stronghold in Iraq. The US military, which
is leading a coalition providing air and ground support,
said Iraqi forces even looked “ahead of schedule” but
senior Western officials warned the battle would be
long and difficult.

Advancing in armored convoys across the dusty plains
surrounding Mosul, forces moved into villages defended
by pockets of IS fighters after intensive aerial bombard-
ment. At the main staging base for government troops in
Qayyarah south of Mosul, federal police were rotating in
and out of the front line. As Apache attack helicopters
flew overhead, ambulances brought the wounded back
from the battle. Two armored vehicles bearing US flags
drove by, apparently carrying American military person-
nel. One manning a gun turret flashed the victory sign.
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Iraqi forces make gains 

in push to retake Mosul


