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Amir honors Kuwaiti wheelchair champion

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah hon-
ors the champion Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi for winning the gold medal in the 100-
m wheelchair race during the 15th Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazi. —KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is pic-
tured with athlete Ahmad Al-Mutairi and members of Kuwait’s Disabled
Sports Club (KDSC).

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Kuwaiti Paralympic athlete Ahmad Naqa
Al-Mutairi, in the presence of Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and other officials.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Kuwaiti Paralympic athlete Ahmad
Naqa Al-Mutairi, in the presence of Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and other officials.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has ordered hon-
oring Kuwaiti athlete Ahmad Naqa Al-Mutairi
with the ‘Kuwait first-degree medal with the rib-
bon’ for winning the gold medal in the 100-m
wheelchair race during the 15th Paralympics
tournament in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah said the champion was also
awarded KD 50,000 and a housing plot of land.
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
lauded the distinguished sports achievement
made by Mutairi who proved that the Kuwaiti
youth could overcome all difficulties.

Emerging from the audience with His
Highness the Amir, held at Bayan Palace, the

athlete Al-Mutairi expressed pride for earning
His Highness’ honoring. “I am proud of this
accomplishment and by God’s will, I’ll achieve
more in the future,” he said. 

Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah, the Minister of Information, the
Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Board
Chairman of the Public Authority for Sports,
accompanied the racer during His Highness the
Amir’s audience.

Kuwait’s flag
Addressing His Highness the Amir during

the audience, Minister Sheikh Salman boastful-
ly stated that the champion Mutairi and the
other Kuwaiti athletes took part in the Rio com-

petitions for special needs, “the Flag of Kuwait ..
and they are not suspended, grace to God. They
have made excellent results in the 100-meter
race scoring a new Olympic record.”

Minister Sheikh Salman added that the
national sports authorities specialized for the
Kuwait Disabled Sport Club a plan to be imple-
mented in the coming four years, so that fur-
ther accomplishments can be made.

Elaborating, he indicated that the victori-
ous champion Mutairi, in addition to the KD
50,000 award, will be getting an extra monthly
financial allotment in appreciation for his
accomplishments. Minister Sheikh Salman
assured His Highness the Amir that the nation-
al sports would make more achievements,

“with Your Highness’s support and encourage-
ment.” The audience was also attended by
Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah and General Director of
the public authority, Sheikh Ahmad Mansour
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Outstanding performance
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince

Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received, Mutairi, accompanied by Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud along with Members of
Kuwait’s Disabled Sports Club (KDSC). His
Highness the Crown Prince hailed Mutairi’s out-
standing performance, and urged all athletes to
work harder to achieve more achievements at
regional and international sport events.

The meeting was also attended by His
Highness the Crown Prince’s Diwan Protocol
Chief Sheikh Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah, Honorary President of Kuwait Disabled
Sports Club Sheikha Shaikha Abdullah Al-
Sabah, Director General of PAS Sheikh Ahmad
Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and his deputy Dr
Humoud Fleitah.

Later, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received Mutairi, accompanied by Sheikh
Salman and Dr Fleitah. During the meeting, His
Highness the Prime Minister lauded the
achievements made by all Kuwaiti champions,
and their efforts made to raise the Kuwaiti flag
at any international sports event.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at
Bayan Palace Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK), Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel. His Highness also
received Head of the Financial Control Apparatus
Abdulaziz Dakheel Al-Dahkeel. He introduced His
Highness the Amir to the deputy head of apparatus

Mariam Aqeel Al-Aqeel and other executives Bader
Mishrari Al-Hammad, Faisal Habes Al-Mutairi, as well
as Qusai Mousa Al-Darweesh. Dahkeel also intro-
duced the new officials to His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir and His
Highness the Crown Prince received His Highness
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince also
met with Hashel, as well as former Minister of
Justice and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
Yaqoub Al-Sane. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Governor of the Central Bank of
Kuwait (CBK), Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel. —KUNA

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Arab news agencies perform a crucial
role in supporting issues of security and devel-
opment in the region, Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said
yesterday. The Kuwaiti Minister made this

remark in his keynote speech during the 44th
General Assembly meeting of the Federation of
Arab News Agencies (FANA). Sheikh Salman
was representing His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah who is the sponsor of the event.

Media outlets have a huge national respon-
sibility in creating an effective strategy in the
region; an effective strategy that entails raising
public awareness and backing developmental
projects, Sheikh Salman pointed out. He added
that the media industry requires progressive
thinking that abides by traditional and reli-
gious values.

Nonetheless, Arab media is facing numer-
ous challenges due to advanced technologies
that help the spread of uncensored content all
over online social networks. Therefore, tradi-
tional news agencies have a responsibility to
monitor and control the spread of these unreli-
able sources of information; news agencies
also are required to be more transparent and
more subjective than ever to curb any extrem-

ist schools of thinking, which have destructive
effect on younger generations.

Difficult times
Meanwhile, Chairman and Director General

of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh
Mubarak Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah said that
the ongoing FANA conference is taking place at
a crucial juncture that calls for increased coop-
eration and concerted efforts.

Addressing the meeting, Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Duaij, who is also Chairman of FANA, noted
that the Arab world is cognizant of the chal-
lenges it faces, as he underscored the need of
further collaboration to overcome these
obstacles.

Speaking on Arab media, he said it faces a
mounting obligation to support sustained
development efforts, describing the sector as a
pillar of security and stability. He also added
that media can be helpful in staving off
extremism and terrorism. KUNA’s Chairman
also acknowledged Arab news agencies for
their contributions to propping up the media
sector through information exchange, saying
he is hopeful that such efforts would persist.

Solid repute
Meanwhile, Secretary General of FANA Dr

Farid Ayar said that Arab news agencies have
forged a solid repute, adding that they seek to
bring visions and goals of grandeur to fruition.
He also spoke of numerous courses and work-
shops FANA has put together in recent years
with the aim of further developing the media
sector in the Arab world.

FANA’s Secretary General also urged Arab
news agencies to focus on punctual and effi-
cient methods to convey world news to its
readers, as he thanked His Highness the Prime
Minister for patronizing the conference. The
two-day conference, which brings together
the head honchos of Arab news agencies,
tackles a myriad of issues germane to the
media sector. —KUNA

Amir, Crown Prince meet Central Bank Governor

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Head of the Financial Control Apparatus Abdulaziz
Dakheel Al-Dahkeel and other executives.

Arab news agencies play 
crucial role in regional issues

Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with
KUNA Board Chairman and Director General and Chairman of the Federation of Arab News Agencies
(FANA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah, and FANA members. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah yesterday received KUNA Board
Chairman and Director General and
Chairman of the Federation of Arab News
Agencies (FANA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij
Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah. Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Duaij was accompanied by heads of the
Arab news agencies taking part in FANA’s
44th General Assembly, Kuwait, October
18-19. During the meeting, His Highness
the Premier extoled the notable role of the
Arab agencies, namely reporting facts with
full objectivity and neutrality.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak emphasized
the necessity of paying further attention to
the efforts made to achieve sustainable
development of the Arab communities, as

well as to counter extremism and terror-
ism, which threaten security, peace and
stability of the region. Head of His
Highness the Prime Minister ’s Diwan
Sheikha Etimad Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
attended the meeting.

FANA delegates meanwhile voiced
gratitude to His Highness the Prime
Minister for his extensive support to the
Arab media, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij said.
During the meeting, the delegates
expressed keenness on enhancing the role
of the Arab media, especially news agen-
cies, to support stability in the Arab World,
through disseminating awareness and cul-
ture, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij added. He
pointed to the notable media role in the
fight against extremism and terrorism.

The Arab agencies’ chiefs voiced pride
over the UN honoring of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah naming him a “Humanitarian
Leader” and Kuwait a “Humanitarian
Center,” the KUNA and FANA chief said.
They noted that His Highness the Amir’s
humanitarian initiatives have alleviated
sufferings of millions of people around the
globe. 

In the meantime, the chiefs vowed to
do their best to promote the media dis-
course and to play an effective role to
counter the challenges facing the Arab
World, and the attempts that distort the
Arab and Muslim people, as well as
enhancing Islamic values of tolerance,
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij said. —KUNA

PM receives FANA chairman, members


