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KUWAIT: In less than six weeks, Kuwaitis
will go to the polls to elect a new parlia-
ment. In the run-up to the elections, Kuwait
Times will be interviewing candidates from
across the political spectrum to hear their
views on the challenges facing Kuwait and
what can be done.

In today’s issue, we speak with outspoken
lawyer and former lawmaker Nawaf Al-Fuzai,
from the first constituency. Fuzai plans to
register as a candidate, the fifth time he will
compete in the parliamentary polls. Fuzai is a
well-known political activist and columnist
and regularly comments on contemporary
Kuwaiti issues including growing corruption,
removal of fuel subsidies and other contro-
versial topics. Kuwait Times met Fuzai at his
office in Hawally.

Kuwait Times: What are your expectations
for winning the elections and of the percent-
age of change of MPs in the next parliament? 

Nawaf Al-Fuzai: Every candidate hopes
to win. I believe that presently, the majority
of voters are not satisfied with the efforts of
the lawmakers (of the recently dissolved par-
liament) and are looking for change. The
public didn’t really trust the current crop of

lawmakers due to their poor performance
and failure in resolving various problems or
meeting the demands of the people. The
removal of fuel subsidies and the hiking of
petrol prices without consultation with the
people is a recent example.

I filed a court case against the govern-
ment for  increasing petrol  prices as I
believed that the parliament is unable to car-
ry out its responsibilities. This verdict said
any price hike should pass through the par-
liament, which should approve it, which was
my defense. It was the parliament that sup-
posedly demanded the increase,  and I
believe it made a mistake.

The economic reforms paper is a study sub-
mitted by the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, which included six modules of eco-
nomic reforms including removing subsidies
on fuel. There was no voting on this paper, but
it passed through the parliament. This was
very negative as it didn’t propose an alterna-
tive vision through a law.

Economic reforms
KT: What is your vision for reform in

Kuwait?
Fuzai: In my opinion, economic reforms

should start from the top. The reforms should

start with taxes on family-owned companies
particularly, so we can strike a balance
between budget demands and social justice. I
think it’s not fair to take a one-sided opinion,
as the chamber is not neutral and will definite-
ly defend the interests of the businessmen. It
will push the burden on a category different
from the one it represents. 

This decision of removing subsidies from
petrol led to price hikes of other products. This
issue was one of the reasons behind the disso-
lution of the parliament. The fuel case is now
in the appeals phase, and we are waiting for
the date of the hearing to present our defense.
As I filed this case against the prime minister,
he will be obliged to execute the verdict if we
win the case. 

KT: What is your plan or program for the
elections? What are the issues you will be
focusing on?

Fuzai: I have a vision. I’m known for adopt-
ing cases dealing with squandering of public
funds. I have filed the largest number of court
cases against banks - about 1,000 cases - to
clarify the real status of debtors or borrowers,
who were highly victimized by the illegal
interest rates charged by the banks.

I’m now focusing on public projects that
were carried out with oversized budgets,

including new road projects and others. We
compared these projects to the budgets of
similar projects abroad and their cost was very
high. Also, the social security case is very pop-
ular, which I assume will not be closed with
just the currently accused people, as there are
more people involved.

The Public  Authority for  Investment
Promotion and Export Development has
committed many violations and was referred
to the public prosecution. The Dow Chemical
case was another one I worked on, and the
oil minister at that time was grilled for it and
resigned as a result. These cases have not
been resolved yet, and their costs exceed bil-
lions of dinars.   

More Cases
“The economic situation today is bad and is

pressing on all of us. A report was recently
issued by the World Bank stating that our gov-
ernment is borrowing from the Next
Generations Reserves more than from foreign
entities. There are many questions about this
issue and about the reason of not taking more
effective economic initiatives instead of using
this fund that was established for future gen-
erations in case oil runs out,” Fuzai said.

“There is visible negligence by the gov-

ernment, which is a very serious issue, espe-
cially during this period in Kuwait’s history.
Other countries are now moving to alterna-
tive resources other than oil. Kuwait will be
affected if we don’t change our philosophy
of completely depending on oil for a living.
This is a shared responsibility of the legisla-
tive and the executive powers, including
issuing laws and observing the execution of
these laws,” he said.

“I warned in the past of a possible econom-
ic crisis that may reach the level of bankruptcy
in 15 to 20 years. I’m following closely the cri-
sis in Venezuela, which is one of the world’s
biggest oil producers. Due to the wrong deci-
sions by its former president, he led his coun-
try to famine. We should take a lesson from
their experience.”

Conclusion
“We don’t only demand the change of peo-

ple in the parliament, but a change in ideolo-
gies, agendas and performance, and the
approach of the next MPs towards issues. We
don’t need flattery - we want to see real per-
formance and work to fulfill their promises. I
believe the turnover of the present parliament
will be high - maybe a change of more than
60-70 percent,” concluded Fuzai. 
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‘Price hikes should pass through the parliament’

KUWAIT: Former lawmaker Nawaf Al-Fuzai speaks to Kuwait Times.  —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday urged all gov-
ernment bodies to work on facilitating the suc-
cess of the upcoming parliamentary election
process, starting with the registration of candi-
dates until polling day on Nov 26. The Cabinet
also stressed the importance of strict law
enforcement. 

In this regard, the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor stressed its strong intentions to
monitor the spending of charity funds during
the elections. Charities also warned against
using charity funds as political money to make
electoral   gains during candidates’ campaigns.
They said such acts would be deemed as severe
violations that would result in closing down
any involved charity. 

Similarly, the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs instructed imams and preachers to avoid
using mosques for electoral purposes or show
bias towards certain individuals or blocs. The
ministry added violators will be severely penal-
ized and would be immediately suspended. The
ministry also explained that it would prepare
special sermons urging voters to vote for the
best candidates, avoid tribalism and sectarian-
ism and enhance the spirit of national solidarity
and obedience to the ruler. The ministry will
not allow any sermons or lessons without prior
permission, in addition to banning all illegal
donations. 

In the same concern,  and after several

potential candidates started taking over certain
sites to pitch their electoral campaign head-
quarters even before the candidacy application
date was announced, head of the Capital
municipality inspection team Tareq Al-Qattan
said all ads and signs reading ‘booked’, along
with tents or shacks in any area would be
immediately removed without prior notice.
Qattan said many such violations had been
already removed, adding that campaign sites
had to be booked through the municipality. 

Legally speaking, the head of the fatwa and
legislation department Chancellor Salah Al-
Masaad confirmed that the procedures fol-
lowed by the government on dissolving the
parliament were sound and conformed to arti-
cle 107 of the constitution. “According to the
constitution, HH the Amir is the one responsi-
ble for deciding on the reasons and justification
of dissolving the Assembly because this is part
of his authorities,” he said.  

Secretaries
Meanwhile, National Assembly Secretary

General Allam Al-Kandari stressed the secretari-
at general’s keenness on settling all financial
and administrative matters resulting from dis-
solving the parliament according to standard
rules and regulations. Kandari added that the
secretariat general had received many inquiries
about former MPs’ secretaries and explained
that they will all have to resolve their statuses
with the secretariat after returning to their orig-

inal jobs by Thursday (tomorrow) at most.
Kandari said that certain procedures had been
taken to hand over former MPs’ vehicles and
offices to the secretariat general, adding that if
an MP wishes to keep the vehicle, he would
have to pay the cost of its lease himself. 

Restructuring plan 
Head of the state’s restructuring plan com-

mittee at the Municipal Council Ali Al-Moussa
said that the council has strong intentions to
approve Kuwait’s restructuring plan because
the coming period is a critical one in terms of
regional economic situations and their impact
on Kuwait. Moussa added that the restructur-
ing plan acts as a roadmap for Kuwait. 

One-vote law
Manager of the membership and proclaim-

ing of cooperative societies and unions affairs
department at the ministry of social affairs and
labor Hamad Al-Mutairi said the Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor (MSAL) had closed all
cases filed against the one-vote co-op elec-
toral system and that the last such case filed by
Adail iya Co- op was won by the ministr y.
Mutairi added that Adailiya Co-op will be the
last to use the one-vote co-op electoral system
and that MSAL would start receiving candi-
dates’ applications on Nov 3 for 10 working
days before holding the elections on Dec 9 to
elect nine board members according to the
one-vote system. 

State departments urged to
help make elections ‘a success’

The Palace of Justice

KUWAIT: The Criminal Court postponed
looking into the ‘terrorist cell’ case, in which
26 defendants are involved, to November
29 to announce the rest of the suspects. The
court had held its first hearing on August 16
to examine “behind closed doors” the case
of “training with weaponry outside the
country” which was sent to it by the Court
of Appeals.

On June 21, the Court of Appeals said that
Kuwaiti law renders punishment to all crimes
carried out outside of the country. The court
sentenced the first defendant to death, life
imprisonment to the sixth and cancelled 15

years in prison to 8 defendants and
redeemed them innocent. It also cancelled 5
and 15 years in prison to five defendants and
sufficed to fine them with KD 5001.

In addition, it mitigated the imprison-
ment sentence from 15 to 5 years, 10 to 5
years, and 15 to 2 years for some defen-
dants. In September 2015, the public prose-
cutor lodged criminal charges against the
terrorist cell known as the “Al-Abdali Cell,” in
which 26 defendants were put on trial over
possession of huge caches of weapons and
ammunition, as well as espionage for Iran
and Hezbollah. —KUNA

Court adjourns ‘terrorist
cell’ case to November 29

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya detectives arrested
five gang members (two Syrians and
three Indians) for stealing vans. The
Ministry of Interior’s department of
relations and security information said
in a statement said that the arrests
were made following several com-
plaints by expat van owners in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. The statement said several
patrols roamed the area for five days,
resulting in arresting several suspects,
who named others, who were also
arrested. The gang members said they
used copies of keys to steal the vans,
and used them to transport laborers
and students after altering their
appearance.

Separately, a local liquor brewery in
Faiha was busted by police. A Sri Lankan
woman who ran the place was arrested,
while 610 drums, 400 plastic bottles, 13
warming pumps and a tub full of raw
materials were confiscated. The woman
was sent to concerned authorities.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah met yesterday with
Colonel Waleed Al-Duraie, Acting Director of the Drug Control General Department, and the team that handled a recent case
which concluded with the arrest of a major drug dealer in Kuwait. Sheikh Mohammad acknowledged the officials’ hard work
which falls under the ministry’s strategy to protect the public from drugs, the ministry said in a statement. Undersecretary
Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad attended the meeting.

Van thieves arrested

One of the suspects pictured with two
stolen vans.


