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Kuwait International Airport is the eighth wonder of the
world that has not yet been discovered by the Guinness
Book of World Records, archeologists or UNESCO. It is

the only airport with unrivalled characteristics hardly found at
any other airport. It is the only airport where outbound pas-
sengers mingle with those arriving without any separation. 

It is the only airport where you walk according to intuition
unless you reside in Kuwait and are familiar with its ins and
outs. It lacks any signs guiding passengers where to go, and
they will have to act like herds and follow other passengers to
the passport lounge. 

I happened to be travelling out on the second day of the
Eid holidays. The airport was relatively less crowded com-
pared to the previous day, I was told. Policemen acted
friendlily until I saw a passport officer insult an Asian passen-
ger in the Kuwaiti dialect and looking at us in anticipation of
laughs. I was shocked! What happened to professionalism
and good manners?! 

I could not help remembering my own experience with
another passport officer, when he responded rudely to my
inquiry if there was any queue, because I noticed that passen-
gers jumped the line. He threw my passport at me in a rude
manner, and when I asked if there was any problem, he told
me ‘just go away’. So, imagine what non-Kuwaitis go through
when such officers look down on them. 

Having their passports stamped, passengers see others sit-

ting or sleeping on the floor, because all seats and cafes are
occupied simply because the airport is too small and cannot
absorb too many passengers. We know that airport expansion
project started years ago and know that it might remain in
progress forever, just like all other projects in Kuwait. But, peo-
ple, the airport is the country’s frontier and the continuation of
this farce is disgraceful for Kuwait! 

Kuwait is a humanitarian center and the world’s largest
donor. It has built the most beautiful airports and playgrounds
in friendly countries, but does not have a decent airport itself.
Even when visiting the poorest countries on voluntary trips, I
find airports far much better than ours. 

Kuwait International Airport is not only a poor building, but
some of its staff members, namely officers, need special train-
ing courses on how to deal with the public respectfully. It must
have a channel through which passengers can file complaints
in case they are bullied or abused by employees, so that they
could be held accountable regardless of their ranks. This is the
only way to develop airport services.

Finally, I would like to note that it would be unjust and
unfair to compare Doha or UAE airports to Kuwait
International Airport. We only hope we will be alive until
Kuwait has a normal street and normal airport, but it seems
that we stopped dreaming after so many setbacks and disap-
pointments!  

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Kuwait Airport, the 8th wonder of the world!

Crime
R e p o r t

Drug users 

arrested
KUWAIT: Hawally Security Director Brig Abdeen Al-
Abdeen sent several drug users including a Kuwaiti
woman to the Drugs Control General Department (DCGD).
A security source said police patrols in Mishref arrested an
Egyptian man with shabu. Meanwhile, police noticed a car
being driven erratically by a woman, who was found want-
ed to serve a three-year jail sentence. Police found ‘spice’
and ‘shabu’ drugs in her bag, while a bedoon who was with
her had shabu and drugs paraphernalia on him.

Stray bullet

A stray bullet penetrated the window of an intermedi-
ate school in Taima and created fear amongst students.
Criminal evidence personnel inspected the scene, and
detectives are investigating. A case was filed.

Woman assaulted

A citizen attacked a woman before ending up at the Jabriya
police station. Several passersby witnessed the beating and
called interior ministry operations. A Hawally patrol went to
the area and noticed a woman fleeing from a man who was
beating her. Police caught him and freed the woman. The
suspect, a citizen, and the woman, also a citizen, were ques-
tioned. The woman said she knows the man, but a dispute
took place between them because he interferes in her per-
sonal affairs. A complaint was lodged.

Abnormal condition

Police arrested three persons who were in an
abnormal condition. They were caught while
using heroin, and had 13 bags on them. One of
the arrested persons was found wanted to serve a
seven-year jail sentence. The suspects were sent to
DCGD for further legal action.

Man in trouble

A citizen put his cousin in trouble following his arrest
in Jahra. He claimed the car, which contained drugs,
belonged to his cousin and he did not know anything
about its contents. The citizen was sent to DCGD for
further legal action.
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All the decisions made by the government, its
ministries and various establishments sums up
the state of chaos and randomness the so-

called state of institutions is suffering from. The latest
of such decisions was the cut in expat teachers’ rent
allowance from KD 150 to 60, which is way more than
50 percent,   with the excuse of rationalizing expens-
es and annually saving KD 42 million. 

According to Ministry of Education’s statement,
the decision will be applied on 40,000 out of the total
of 65,000 teachers working for it. This is two-thirds of
the teaching staff in Kuwaiti public schools, who will
be affected by this sudden reduction coinciding with
increasing the prices of fuel and that of electricity and
water due to take effect soon. 

In other words, expat teachers’ salaries have been
reduced at a time when cost of living is growing
because of increasing fuel prices. This also means that
rent values will even rise before the new electricity
and water prices are in effect. Once more, the ones
most affected by this will be two-thirds of the teach-
ing staff in Kuwait, taking into consideration that
expat teachers leave their home countries in the
quest for well-paying jobs that would enable them
support their families and lead a decent life back
home on concluding their tenures in Kuwait. They did
not come to Kuwait because they like immigrating
and living as strangers! 

So, the government decided to make the lives of
two-thirds of public school teachers harder with the
excuse of cutting public spending and annually sav-
ing KD 42 million, which will force expat teachers to
one of two options to make up for the difference.
They will either resort to private tuitions, if they do
not already do so, and increase the sums they charge
for it, which means a direct impact on Kuwaitis
themselves, who will in turn demand financial sup-
port, or find a better paying job somewhere outside
Kuwait. If they opt for the second choice, the govern-
ment will then have to look for substitutes for this
huge number of teachers, and this is impossible to
be locally done. 

The government will then have to attract new
teachers in the middle of a school year, provided
those new teachers will actually accept the new pay.
This will surely lead to hiring less competent teachers,
though some of the ones already here are below par.
Although I do not have enough legal knowledge, I
believe the decision is not legally sound and could
lead to an endless number of court orders to com-
pensate teachers, and this will surely cost Kuwait
more than the KD 42 million due to be saved. 

All indicators show that the state is lost and blun-
dering in view of the lack of people with vision
amongst decision makers. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Election 
Time

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s retired officers department celebrated the first anniversary of its inception, during a ceremony held yesterday and attended by Major General Adeeb Suwaidan, General Director
of the Service Centers General Department.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) and Kuwait National Guard (KNG) held their first annual meeting earlier this week, during which they reviewed the most notable achievements since the two sides
signed a protocol of cooperation six years ago. KFSD Director Lieutenant General Khalid Al-Mikrad and KNG Undersecretary Staff Lieutenant General Hashem Al-Rifaie attended the meeting. —By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Drug possession

Ahmadi police arrested a bedoon man after finding
three shabu envelopes, six capsules of narcotics, 105
capsules of a red substance, in addition to drugs
paraphernalia on him. The suspect, an ex-convict,
was sent to concerned authorities. —Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa


