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RIO DE JANEIRO: Rioting inmates beheaded rivals
and burned others alive in an explosion of violence
in two Brazilian jails that left at least 18 people
dead on Monday, the authorities said. Prisoners
also took women visitors hostage, officials said,
blaming the violence on a rift between the coun-
try’s two largest gangs. It was the latest eruption of
gruesome violence to hit Brazil’s underfunded and
overcrowded prisons.

The clash between two rival factions in a prison
in the far northern state of Roraima killed 10 on
Sunday, regional government spokeswoman Jessica
Laurie said. “The inmates were armed with stones
and pieces of wood that they ripped from the walls.
They used those bits of wood to decapitate their
rivals. It was very brutal,” she said. “Seven bodies
were found burned and three others beheaded.” She
blamed a war between the First Capital Command
(PCC) and Red Command (CV), Brazil’s biggest crime
gangs. “PCC’s organized crime faction gave the order
to kill all members of their rival faction in the CV in
every prison across the country,” she said.

Another riot broke out on Monday at a prison in
the northwestern state of Rondonia, officials said. “A
group of inmates blocked their rivals in their cell and

set it on fire.  We suspect a clash between rival fac-
tions,” a police official in the state capital, Porto
Velho said. “There are thought to be eight people
dead, but the bodies are burned and the medical
authorities will have to confirm” the toll, a police
spokesman said. A third riot broke out Monday
evening at a prison in Sao Paulo, police said.
Television footage showed several wings in flames.
“Several prisoners have escaped,” a police
spokesman said. There were no immediate reports
of casualties in the latest riot, which broke out in the
psychiatric ward.

Knives, clubs, hostages
Brazilian sociologist Camila Nunes Dias said the

PCC, based in Sao Paulo, and the CV, based in Rio,
had split  the drugs and arms trade for two
decades. “But they broke that alliance because
both groups have a strategy to expand across
Brazil,” she said. Prisons nationwide have been on
alert since the rival gangs declared war, Roraima
state Justice Secretary Uziel Castro said. But guards
were caught by surprise on Sunday because the
riot broke out during visiting hours-a traditional
time of truce, he added. — AFP 

Inmates beheaded in Brazil prison riots

MISSOURI: Melania Trump (left) shakes hands with former US President Bill Clinton before the town hall debate at Washington
University in this photo. — AFP 

GREEN BAY: White House hopeful Donald Trump
branded Hillary Clinton’s operations a “criminal
enterprise” Monday as he assailed her for creat-
ing conditions for a rigged election, and accused
US media of wanting to “poison” voters’ minds.
Trailing in national polls and in key battleground
states just three weeks before Election Day
November 8, Trump came out swinging on the
campaign trail,  accusing Clinton of colluding
with US authorities to cover up misconduct
regarding her private email system and denounc-
ing it as “one of the great miscarriages of justice”
in US history.

Trump, whose campaign has been reeling in
the face of lewd comments about women and
accusations of sexual assault, has doubled down
on claims of massive voter fraud in 2016, despite
denials from within his own party. Despite a flur-
ry of sexual assault accusations against Donald
Trump and recordings of him boasting that he
uses his fame to grope and kiss women, Melania
Trump on Monday shrugged off her husband’s
“boy talk” in an interview with CNN.

And his team has deployed his wife Melania in
a media blitz to try to tamp down the furor over
the allegations, with interviews airing late Monday
on CNN and yesterday on Fox News. “Those words,
they were offensive to me and they were inappro-
priate. And he apologized to me. And I accept his
apology. And we are moving on,” Trump told Fox,
in an excerpt released by the network.

A firestorm erupted earlier this month when a
2005 video was made public and caught Trump
saying lewd things about women, in a mostly off-
camera conversation with host Billy Bush of the
show “Access Hollywood.” Melania Trump told
CNN that she felt her husband had been “egged
on by the host to say dirty and bad stuff.” The
Republican nominee takes the stage today with
his Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in their final
debate before voters make their choice. Trump
unleashed a litany of complaints recently about
the nation’s election system, and also blamed the
media for his woes, raising concerns about possi-
ble unrest should he lose.

‘Tell the truth!’   
He let loose again Monday at a rally in Green

Bay, Wisconsin. “Voter fraud is very, very com-
mon,” he told a fired up crowd, who at various
times broke into chants of “Lock her up!” “Tell the
truth!” and “CNN sucks!” “This is a rigged election
folks,” he said. “And the media’s trying to rig the
election by giving credence... to false stories that
have no validity,” he added. “They want to poison
the minds of the voters.” Trump also accused
Clinton of colluding with US authorities by seek-
ing to pressure the FBI to alter its findings in a
probe of Clinton’s use of private servers while she
was secretary of state.

Federal Bureau of Investigation documents
released Monday showed a senior State
Department official, undersecretary of state
Patrick Kennedy, had asked the FBI to declassify
or lower the classification of one Clinton email
that had been rated secret.” Trump said the State
Department official made the request for altering
classification “as part of a ‘quid pro quo.’” “We’re

witnessing a criminal enterprise” at work, he said
of the Clinton campaign. “This is felony corrup-
tion by any standard.”

Clinton leads Trump by 12 points, 50 percent
to 38 percent, among likely voters nationwide in
a four-way contest with third-party candidates, a
Monmouth University poll showed. Meanwhile, a
survey from Quinnipiac University had Clinton
leading in several key swing states-Colorado,
Florida and Pennsylvania-and tied with Trump in
Ohio.  A CNN poll puts Trump ahead by four
points in Ohio, but gives Clinton a slight lead in
battlegrounds North Carolina and Nevada. Her
leads in key states correspond to her advantage
of 6.4 percentage points in an average of recent
national polls given by RealClearPolitics.

‘Irresponsible’   
The polls indicate that the allegations swirling

around Trump have taken their toll. Monmouth
found that six in 10 voters believe he made

unwanted sexual advances towards women-
claims he vehemently denies. Trump’s running
mate Mike Pence sought to ease tensions, insist-
ing his camp would accept defeat if voters reject
the Republican ticket at the polls. “We will
absolutely accept the results of the election,” he
told CBS Sunday.

Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted, a
Republican who oversees election operations in
his state, insisted that Trump was being “irre-
sponsible,” after the nominee tweeted a warning
Monday about “large scale voter fraud” in the US
election. “If there is a systemic problem, please
identify it. Don’t just make an allegation on
Twitter. Tell me,” Husted said on CNN. For
Clinton’s campaign manager Robby Mook, Trump
is “desperately trying to shift attention from his
own disastrous campaign.” “He knows he’s losing
and he’s trying to blame that on the system. This
is what losers do,” Mook said during a press call
on Monday. — Agencies 

Trump bashes Clinton 
Melania shrugs off husband’s way with women

ORLANDO: A group of volunteers register-
ing Hispanic voters gets down to business
at an apartment complex in the center of
Florida, one of the key battleground states
in the White House race. The bad news for
Republicans is that most of those waiting
to sign up before Tuesday’s deadline are
Puerto Ricans. Since the 2012 election, the
dire financial crisis in Puerto Rico has
brought hundreds of thousands of new res-
idents from the US commonwealth in the
Caribbean to Florida. They strongly support
Hillary Clinton and could deliver the
Sunshine State to the Democratic candi-
date.  Ana Iris Vazquez, a 54-year-old
housewife, is preparing lunch in her
Orlando apartment when two women
knock on her door. They work for Mi Familia
Vota (My Family Votes), an NGO seeking to
register Hispanics eligible to vote.

“For Hillary!” Vazquez exclaims when
asked who she will vote for on November
8. “If I voted for this man (Trump), we’d all
be screwed,” she says with a smile, referring
to Republican nominee Donald Trump.
When she left her home island, Vazquez
and her fellow new “Flo-Ricans” never
thought they could have the power to
decide the fate of the US presidential race.
But one million Hispanics have come to
this state since 2012, most of them Puerto
Ricans. Many have settled in the Orlando
area-home to Disney World and other
theme parks.

“The migration of Puerto Ricans has
really made a huge impact on the number
of Hispanics registered to vote in central
Florida,” says Mark Hugo Lopez, director of
the Pew Hispanic Research Center. Puerto
Ricans are US citizens and are eligible to
vote in the US mainland unlike foreign
immigrants, who must first become citi-
zens, a process that can take years. The 1.9
million Hispanics currently registered to
vote in Florida represent 15.4 percent of
the state’s electorate. According to Pew,
between 2006 and 2016, the number of

registered Hispanics increased 61 percent.
Most of them are Democrats.

Swing state   
At the Mi Famil ia  Vota off ice in

Orlando, a dozen volunteers are preparing
to register voters in supermarkets and
homes. Hand-colored signs glued to the
wall chart the 28,200 Hispanics that the
group has registered so far. “Wherever the
Puerto Rican voting trend goes is where
you wil l  see the Hispanic vote go” in
Florida, said Soraya Marquez, the group’s
state director. Historically, elections in
Florida have been extremely close
between Republicans and Democrats. In
2000, Republican George W Bush won the
state-and the presidency-with a 537-vote
margin over Democrat Al Gore.

For decades, every Republican elected
president has carried Florida. The last one
who won without the southeastern US state
was Calvin Coolidge in 1923. That explains
why both candidates have so fiercely court-
ed Florida voters in the campaign’s home
stretch. With 20.2 million people (24.5 per-
cent of them Hispanic), Florida is the third
most populous US state. But more impor-
tant than its size is Florida’s swing state sta-
tus-from election to election, it tends to
alternate between the two major parties
and by an extremely small margin.

Florida is complex electorally because it
is anything but homogeneous. The south
leans Democratic,  the nor th leans
Republican, and the center is a close race
that’s widening because of Puerto Rican
migration. It is this election’s real battle-
field. “Anything can happen because the
state is very evenly divided,” says Kevin
Hill, an associate professor of politics and
international relations at Florida
International University. According to the
latest Real Clear Politics poll averages,
Clinton is 6.4 percentage points ahead of
Trump nationwide, but in Florida the mar-
gin is 3.6 points. — AFP 

In Florida, Puerto Ricans could 

help sway the White House race

PARIS: Midway through releasing a
series of damaging disclosures about US
presidential contender Hillary Clinton,
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange says
his hosts at the Ecuadorean Embassy in
London abruptly cut him off from the
internet. The news adds another layer of
intrigue to an extraordinary campaign.
“ We can confirm Ecuador cut off
Assange’s internet access Saturday, 5pm
GMT, shortly after publication of
Clinton’s Goldman Sachs (speeches),” the
group said in a message posted to
Twitter late Monday.

With both WikiLeaks and Ecuadorean
officials refusing to say much more about
the incident, outsiders were left to guess
at what was happening behind closed
doors at the embassy suite at No. 3 Hans
Crescent, a stucco-fronted building which
Assange has called home for more than
four years.  Had Ecuadorean diplomats
lost patience with their famous Australian
houseguest? Had they finally bowed to
pressure from Washington to muzzle the
outspoken ex-hacker following one reve-
lation too many? Had there been some
other kind of confrontation?

WikiLeaks said unspecified “contin-
gency plans” were in place and its Twitter

account was still active Tuesday. On
Monday it released the latest tranche of
emails from senior Clinton ally John
Podesta, suggesting that, for now at least,
the group’s ability to publish has not been
compromised.  The disclosure was the
10th installation in a series of leaks which
have captured the workings of Clinton’s
inner circle and included excerpts of her
well-compensated speeches to invest-
ment bank Goldman Sachs.

WikiLeaks staffers Kristinn Hrafnsson
and Sarah Harrison did not return repeat-
ed messages seeking comment. A woman
who answered the phone at the embassy
said she was not authorized to say any-
thing. Ecuador’s Foreign Minister
Guillaume Long, approached by The
Associated Press on the sidelines of a
United Nations conference in Quito on
Monday, declined to comment when
asked about Assange. His office later
released a terse statement in response to
“the speculation of the last few hours” reaf-
firming Assange’s asylum status and saying
that “his protection by the Ecuadorean
state will continue while the circumstances
that led to the granting of asylum remain.”
The statement made no mention of
Assange’s internet access.   — AP 

Mystery swirls around Assange’s 

status at Ecuadorean Embassy

FRANCO DA ROCHA, Brazil: Handout video grab taken from SBT shows inmates sitting in the
courtyard of the prison in Franco da Rocha, in the state of Sao Paulo, as several barracks burn
in flames when clashes between rival factions in different jails across Brazil left at least 18
inmates dead. — AFP 

SAN DIEGO: For some, the apology went
too far. For others, it didn’t go far enough.
For many, it was just right. The president of
one of the largest police organizations in
the United States on Monday apologized for
historical mistreatment of minorities, calling
it a “dark side of our shared history” that
must be acknowledged and overcome.
Terrence Cunningham, president of the
International Association of Chiefs of Police,
said at the group’s annual conference that
police have historically been a face of
oppression, enforcing laws that ensured
legalized discrimination and denial of basic
rights. He was not more specific.

Cunningham said today’s officers are not
to blame for past injustices. He did not
speak in detail about modern policing, but
said events over the past several years have
undermined public trust. His comments
come as police shootings of black men have
roiled communities in Ferguson, Missouri;
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and suburban St
Paul, Minnesota; and as black shooters have
targeted officers in Dallas, the St Louis sub-
urb of Ballwin and Baton Rouge. “While we
obviously cannot change the past, it is clear
that we must change the future,”
Cunningham said. “We must forge a path
that allows us to move beyond our history
and identify common solutions to better
protect our communities.

“For our par t ,  the f irst  step in this
process is for law enforcement and the
(International Association of Chiefs of
Police) to acknowledge and apologize for
the actions of the past and the role that
our profession has played in society’s his-

torical mistreatment of communities of col-
or,” he said. Cunningham received a stand-
ing ovation for his remarks from thousands
of law enforcement officials before he
introduced US Attorney General Loretta
Lynch, who largely avoided the topic. He
has been police chief since 1999 in his
hometown of Wellesley, Massachusetts, an
affluent, overwhelmingly white, low-crime
suburb near Boston. 

He served three years as vice president of
the police chiefs association before becom-
ing president in 2015 for a one-year term.
David Alexander I I I ,  police chief in
Pensacola, Florida, said recognizing histori-
cal injustices is key to addressing race rela-
tions, just as acknowledging domestic vio-
lence was a step forward. “When you don’t
know the history and you say, ‘Well, there is
no problem,’ then you pretty much present
yourself as insensitive to the issues,” said
Alexander, who is black. “The issue of racial
tension has been a part of American history
since its settlement.”

Delrish Moss, who has been police chief
of Ferguson, Missouri, since May and is
black, said he had negative encounters with
police when he was growing up, including
being called racial epithets. “There are com-
munities that have long perceived us as
oppressors, there are communities that
have long perceived us as the jackbooted
arm of government designed to keep peo-
ple under control, and that’s one of the
things we have to work hard to get past,”
Moss said. “I’m glad it’s being addressed ...
because the only way to get past it is to first
acknowledge the existence of it.” — AP 

Reactions are mixed to 

police leader’s apology

In this file photo, WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange participates via video link
at a news conference marking the 10th anniversary of the secrecy-spilling
group in Berlin.  — AP 


